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Hidalgo County 84th Legislative Program Summary

2015 Legislative Session
County Issues:

· If required, seek amendment for legislation to give Hidalgo County the option and the authority to demolish the 1954 Hidalgo County Courthouse.

· Amend statutes to authorize Hidalgo County to assess filing fees on certain cases for dedicated funding towards a new Hidalgo County Courthouse.
· Support legislation to provide additional funding for indigent defense

· Expand the county’s authority regarding advertising on county owned property and to allow the county to solicit and receive sponsorship for electronic, broadcast and print promotions and programs offered by Hidalgo County, to include, newspaper, magazine, newsletters, radio, television, and internet.
Planning:

· Include a provision that allows commissioners court to exempt land donated for public use from platting requirements.

· Amend the Transportation Code to provide the county with enforcement authority for non-payment of fees imposed for street lights established in subdivisions located in the county. 
Transportation:
· Seek support from TXDOT to consider formulas that take logistical oil & gas supplier counties without significant production to be included in the road funding. 

International Relations:

· Create a Binational Commission that communicates infrastructure needs and logistics between Mexico and Texas

Public Health and Public Safety:
· Seek funding for the operations of the John Austin Pena Facility 
Veterans:

· Support legislation that provides funding for the County Veterans Service Offices. Funding for offices may alleviate the need for more officers to help the growing amounts of veterans through the State of Texas with unresolved claims.
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