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g/\./. PROCLAMATION DECLARING JANUARY 2019 L‘:?
L‘Q\‘j NATIONAL SLAVERY AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION MONTH 0/\\,’
%) . 63
’,\/. WHEI_{EAS, NatI.OI?aI SIavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month was first proclaimed in 2016 ..‘
N attention to th i o cal X
e injustice of modern slavery and human traffi i i
N y cking that still occurs in too ma 1 SAKY
@’9 around the world - including right here in the United States; and s ’\
\ ’ )
e, : %
"\ WHER'EAS., as we continue our fight to deliver on the promise of freedom, w ‘\/’
e commemorate th A
OO0 Emancipation Proclamation, which fi ’ ; %
o ; reed the slaves of the Confederate states on January 1, 1863, and ¢
S 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery i 201 i 4
.//. . ery in 1865. Throughout the month of January 2019, we highlight &
58 the many fronts in the ongoing battle for civil rights - i i i : Distoict \/
6‘ , : g including efforts of the Hidalgo County District /X
4@ Attorney’s Office and the Rio Grande Valley Human Trafficki iti ich i i %
\‘/ o el leren oreEns sans y ing Coalition, which is comprised of Federal, Q‘Q
: . ncies, prosecutors, victi i i i i i
./\' D SO o Tt e im service agencies, and social service providers, \.
) X
NS WHEREAS, the victi i <
.//. , the victims of human trafficking are men and women, adults and children; i &
: ® Vid 1ffi X ; yet, all are denied
6’\‘3 Easw h\l/t]man dignity and freedom.. Victims can be abused in their own countries or find themselves far from ./\\,.
\0) ome. Whether they are trapped in forced sexual or labor exploitation, human trafficking victims cannot 6"‘
’,\/. wlitlk.away, but are held in .se.rvice through force, threats, and fear. All too often suffering from horrible \‘)
Q:’j physical and sexual abuse, it is hard for them to imagine that there might be a place of refuge; and ./’\/’
, WHEREAS, we must joi h ity in Hi i :
2 VHI i st join together as a community in Hidalgo C t i 6 ‘j
0//0 victims and prosecuting traffickers. With improved victim o O'unty' ; prOVI‘_ie ol ha"/en o I_)FOteCtmg %
& ey : p identification, medical and social services, 0/\/0
Q.’ Suffereg(gj tc})lri irst responders, and increased public awareness; the men, women, and children who have 0\
‘/\\/ A et ysrseccci:irriet;:l:;?r()r\i/;rl;:f(:lrﬂen '(ci};e bogds of moccilern slavery, receive protection and justice, and .\09
pendence; an :
X ORK
) S
0 - | - (X
&/\/‘ W urR[:.}gi, ﬁ%htmg ofhhuman trafficking is a shared responsibility. This month, Hidalgo County residents .’9
(}\ humaftr fcf)‘ek'ucat{‘e themselves about all forms of modern slavery and the signs and consequences of 0/'\/’
‘Q‘ - afficking. Together, we can and must end this most serious, ongoing criminal civil rights violation. ’&‘j
, THER i issi
’/\/\.\ e 2019EF01E;E£.8E IlT lRESOLVED that the Hld‘alg.o County Commissioners Court does hereby proclaim ‘/
." ) Freedo};n ’ as Fa blona Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month culminating with National ’/\.
\t /i freed riat:y on February 1 al:ld. c‘alls upon the pegple of Hidalgo County to observe this month with "9}
; {< pprop programs and activities and to recognize the vital role we can play in ending human trafficking. .}/’
f ..9 ) Approved this 29t day of January 2019. ’\
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