Arts and Beautification Commission 
Work Session Minutes
City of Huber Heights
July 21, 2025
I. Chair Sarah Chapman called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. 
II. Present at the meeting: Melissa Gwinn, Cheryl Brandenburg, Sarah Chapman, Chair, Gregory Fox, Mason Knickerbocker 
Staff Present: Sarah Forsythe, City of Huber Heights
III. Opening Remarks
a. Ms. Chapman and the Commission recognized and thanked Ms. Brandenburg for her work with the Yard Beautification project. 
IV. Yard Beautification Voting 
a. 13 addresses were nominated in 2024.
b. 29 addresses were nominated in 2025. 
i. 30 submissions were made in 2025. 
c. Ms. Chapman listed the award winners for the beautification categories.
i. Best Small Business: 7505 Taylorsville Rd
ii. Best Large Business: 7582 Old Troy Pk
iii. Historical Huber: 8120 Bellefontaine 
iv. Pollinator/Bee Friendly: 5312 Pitcairn Rd
v. Gorgeous Green: 6948 Jonetta St
vi. Mayor’s Choice: Mayor was not present for voting, Commission recommended 8092 Chambersburg Rd
d. A motion was made to proceed. 1st: Cheryl, 2nd: Gregory, Motion Carries
e. Ms. Brandenburg discussed winner notification and recognition process. 
f. Ms. Forsythe discussed award presentation. 
g. The Commission decided to switch nominee signs with award signs for winners and potentially maintain nominee sign presence in non-winners’ yards. 
V. Shark Tank Activity (Citizens’ Comments)
a. Ms. Chapman expressed Yard Beautification as a Shark Tank example. 
b. Ms. Chapman discussed investing and voting guidelines for presentations. 
c. Ms. Chapman, Chair: Beautification Themed Artistic Potting
i. Ms. Chapman shared that the marigold is the official flower of Huber Heights and would appreciate more publication and leverage in landscaping. 
ii. Ms. Chapman provided city examples of similar projects including sculptures, sponsorships, and walking tours. 
iii. Ms. Chapman introduced a plan to match up artists and businesses to decorate and display large flowerpots. The city will then provide advertising. 
1. The proposed budget is $2k for 5-10 large terracotta flowerpots. 
a. Ms. Chapman explained business costs are only for annual upkeep. 
b. The Commission discussed artist supply costs which were not included in the budget. If required, the budget may increase to $3-4k. 
iv. Ms. Chapman discussed that art is open to interpretation, but the pot must be marigold themed or have potted marigolds. An artist’s proposal would not be required by the Commission for approval, but rather by the business. 
v. The Commission discussed the need to develop a plan for annual review for business upkeep and new business additions. 
vi. Ms. Chapman expressed conversations with the Chamber about determining businesses. 
vii. Ms. Chapman proposed a spring effort timeline with artist/business matchup by March 2026. 
viii. The Commission discussed weather influence and business education during wintertime. 
ix. Mr. Fox, Mr. Knickerbocker, Ms. Brandenburg, and Ms. Gwinn individually invested $5k for a total $20k investment. 
x. Ms. Chapman ceded the floor. 
d. Ms. Gwinn, Commission: Community Band Proposal
i. Ms. Gwinn provided informational handouts to the Commission.  
ii. Ms. Gwinn expressed the desire for a community concert band for adults (16+ years) and a band director. 
iii. Ms. Gwinn discussed music licensing. 
iv. The proposed budget is $2,450 for 40 band stands, director payment, and city labor for events. 
v. Mr. Knickerbocker provided high school band directors, high school band members, and alumni band members to Ms. Gwinn and the Commission. 
vi. Mr. Knickerbocker and Ms. Brandenburg individually invested $5k and Mr. Fox invested $10k for a total $20k investment. 
vii. Ms. Gwinn ceded the floor.
e. Hannah Fea, Community Member, Parks and Recreation Seasonal Employee, Biology Major, Bowling Green: Rethinking the Bradford Pear: A Case of Sustainable Alternatives 
i. Ms. Fea introduced the Bradford Pear trees as invasive, structurally weak, aggressive growers, ecologically disruptive, unpleasant smelling, prone to splitting, and competitive to native species.
ii. Ms. Fea provided information about the legality of selling, planting, and growing Bradford Pears in Ohio. 
1. Illegal beginning January 2023. 
iii. Ms. Fea indicated there are 140 such trees in Huber Heights public areas that should be replaced with native alternatives to counteract ecological problems, support pollination and wildlife, and reduce storm related costs. 
iv. Proposed spring 2026 project start. 
1. 1st phase: Removal of trees
a. Completed by contractors. 
2. 2nd phase: Replacement of trees
a. Completed by contractors or community volunteers.
v. Ms. Fea and Ms. Forsythe have discussed and examined donation and grant options with the remaining cost being split evenly between the Commission and the Parks and Recreation Board. 
vi. Ms. Fea expressed ecological importance as well as education, community pride, and civic engagement. 
vii. The Commission discussed private and public land agreements for removal. 
viii. Ms. Fea provided high school, biology/science student, and blue-collar demographic for community engagement. 
ix. Ms. Forsythe asked about other community projects of similar scale and the potential to incentivize private owners for tree removal. 
1. Ms. Fea provided Vandalia and Licking County examples. 
x. Ms. Fea provided contractor estimates of a 3-week timeline from removal to planting new saplings or more mature trees, as well as removal, replacement, and installation fees. 
xi. Communication with the Arbor Society about donations is discussed between Mr. Fox and Ms. Fea. 
xii. The Commission examined partnering with the Historical Society to determine trees historically planted in Huber as an engagement option. 
1. Hickory and Elm trees were historically planted but are no longer a viable option.  
xiii. Ms. Fea ceded the floor.
f. Mr. Knickerbocker, Commission, Board Member Historical Society, Social Studies Teacher, Wayne High School: 250th Anniversary Time Capsule of the Signing of the Declaration of Independence 
i. 2026 is the semi-quincentennial or the 250th Anniversary of the United States Declaration of Independence.
ii. The Commission discussed Huber Heights as an America250 city.
iii. Mr. Knickerbocker introduced the idea to install a time capsule and hold a celebratory ceremony in honor of this anniversary.  
1. The proposed kickoff for the celebration to initiate publication and donation fundraising would begin January 23rd, as this is the 45th anniversary of the founding of Huber Heights. 
2. The time capsule and memorial unveiling would occur around July 4th, the semi-quincentennial. 
iv. Heritage Time Capsules corporation introduced as capsule distributor. 
1. Estimates provided for capsules ranged between ~$700 and $2,200, depending on the capsule size. 
2. Mr. Knickerbocker indicated a preference for approximately a total of $2k for the capsule and monumental plaque/paver for beautification purposes. 
a. In-ground digging estimates were not provided but would increase cost. 
v. Mr. Knickerbocker described the new City Hall as a potential location alongside a buried timeline of 50 years, bringing the unveiling date to the tri-centennial and the 95th anniversary of Huber Heights. 
vi. The Commission explored partnering with the Historical Society and local businesses, voting on capsule items, and donations. 
vii. Mr. Knickerbocker said that the City would decide upon landscaping and size of capsule. 
viii. Ms. Forsythe closed the proposal and discussed the America250 group in Huber Heights with the plan to open involvement to the community. 
ix. Mr. Knickerbocker ceded the floor.
g. Ms. Gwinn, Commission: Enhancing the Art Show / Creating Art League 
i. Ms. Gwinn introduced her background with visual arts departments, art societies, and cultivation of art shows.  
ii. Ms. Gwinn expressed interest in further developing the current art show with an art league to exhibit work regularly with professional stipulations. 
iii.  Ms. Gwinn proposed the Commission purchase 20 2’x6’ display grid panels to hang adult (18+ years) commissioned art. 
1. Amazon estimate provided: $91 for 3 panels. 
iv. Hodges Badge Company introduced as rosette/ribbon distributor for award winners such as “People’s Choice” and “Mayor’s Choice.” 
v. Ms. Gwinn said art league members will volunteer and be responsible for cultivating the show. 
vi. Ms. Chapman questioned communication tactics to create the league. 
vii. Ms. Forsythe summarized the Commission’s responsibility is to bring the league together and leave the art show cultivation responsibility to them. 
viii. The Commission discussed location and potential change of venue. 
ix. Ms. Gwinn ceded the floor. 
h. Ms. Forsythe, Parks and Recreation, Parks Manager: Artist Partnership for Event T-Shirts
i. Ms. Forsythe proposed that the Commission select and pay a local artist to create a t-shirt design for special Huber Heights events. 
1. T-shirt costs are already covered in typical event budgets. 
ii. Ms. Forsythe proposed approximately three meetings for the Commission to approve, vote on, and review portfolios. 
iii. The commissioned shirts would invoke nostalgia for residents’ hometown, bring art into daily spaces, employ local services, and increase attendance to featured events. 
iv. Mr. Fox indicated preference for free volunteer shirts and public shirts to be sold for a nominal fee. 
1. Ms. Forsythe envisioned free distribution, but popularity may be cause for cost recovery.  
2. Ms. Brandenburg offered an idea of a fundraiser. 
v. Ms. Chapman asked about the timeline for production. 
1. Ms. Forsythe estimated artist search and selection completed by end of 2025 with funds spent in spring 2026 for production. 
vi. Ms. Forsythe provided Star Spangled Heights and holiday events as introductory design options with the potential to extend to other Huber Heights events. 
vii. Ms. Forsythe ceded the floor.
i. Ms. Chapman, Chair: Public Mosaic 
i. Ms. Chapman explained that Jes McMillan of the Mosaic Institute provided investment after RFP closed to provide a public mosaic estimate of approximately $10k. 
1. The location of the mosaic would be chosen by the Commission.
ii. Ms. Chapman described a design to tie to the semi-quincentennial such as a red, white, and blue marigold commission by artist. 
iii. Ms. McMillan would design and create the mosaic in a public location and allow the public to participate in installing the individual tiles. 
1. Glow in the dark tiles may be provided for an additional $1k. 
iv. Ms. Chapman and Ms. McMillan expressed 2026 timeline for completion.
v. Ms. Chapmen ceded the floor.
j. Ms. Gwinn, Commission: Electrical Box and Fire Hydrant Art Wraps
i. Ms. Gwinn proposed an effort to paint and wrap themed fire hydrants and electric boxes throughout Huber Heights beginning spring 2026. 
ii. Budget estimate provided ranged from the $100-$3k. 
iii. The Commission discussed Fire Department approval, graffiti determent, and donations. 
iv. Mr. Fox expressed similar project 50 years ago with Dayton Power and Light Company denying electrical box art. 
v. Ms. Forsythe stated that Public Works is looking into implementing similar projects on Taylorsville Rd and Chambersburg Rd / Warrior Way.  
1. The Commission expressed quick correspondence with Public Works.
vi. Ms. Gwinn ceded the floor.
k. Ms. Forsythe, Parks and Recreation, Parks Manager: Art in Unexpected Places 
i. Ms. Forsythe proposed a plan to beautify unexpected places in the city with work by artist and sculptor Dale Rodgers. 
ii. Ms. Forsythe asked to purchase a piece with a $10k budget including shipment and installation. 
1. Ms. Forsythe’s recommendation is a metal dog sculpture located at the Huber Heights Dog Park.  
iii. The Commission discussed a bear piece in dedication to the “HuBEAR” of this year. 
iv. Ms. Forsythe indicated the Commission’s responsibility to choose the piece and host a ceremonial unveiling.  
v. Ms. Chapman questioned if a sculpture garden is in a city park and if this piece could be added. 
1. Ms. Forsythe indicated no existence of a sculpture garden, but the piece could be installed as a hidden gem in the city or as part of a commissioned sculpture garden. 
vi. Ms. Forsythe ceded the floor.
l. Mr. Knickerbocker, Commission: Worst Yard Award 
i. Mr. Knickerbocker discussed a conversation with friend about a “Worst Yard Award” social media post in the Facebook group “Everything Huber Heights” wherein residents nominate themselves for assistance from volunteers and businesses to beautify their properties.  
ii. Mr. Knickerbocker ceded the floor. 
m. Ms. Chapman urged the Commission to reflect on proposals and identify which could be implemented now versus the future. 
n. Ms. Chapmen ceded the floor. 
VI. Additional Business and Announcements 
a. Thursday, August 21, Culture Works, Artini Dayton 2025 Event, The Dayton Arcade Rotunda 
b. Early November, Culture Works, Regency ball 
VII. Approval of Minutes
a. Meeting Minutes from June 16, 2025, were approved as written. 
VIII. Upcoming Meetings
a. August 18, 2025, Selection of Next Year’s Projects/Budgets, Future Meetings: Policy & Procedures
IX. Adjournment
a. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:54 p.m.
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