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City of Huber Heights 
Culture and Diversity Citizen Action Commission
City Hall- Council Chambers
6131 Taylorville Road
Meeting Minutes of May 1, 2025
6:00 P.M.

1. Call meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

2. Roll Call 
Present: Mrs. Newby Al-Nasir, Mr. Ibragim Chakhalidze, Mrs. Yolanda Stephens Ms. Chirsty Trotter, Mr. Corey Owens

Absent: Mr. Bayram Gulaliev, Arrick Richardson, Mrs. Mia Honaker,

Note: Let the record reflect that these absences were excused. 

3.    Approval of Minutes

The prior meeting minutes were unanimously approved with the understanding that corrections would be made.

A. Citizens Comments: No comments.

4. Old Business


A. Multicultural Festival Time and Communication Protocol: The Commission discussed confusion surrounding the selected time for the upcoming Multicultural Festival. Jeffrey Adams noted that the Parks Manager requested a finalized time for publication in the City newsletter, leading him to provide 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM without a Commission vote. Concerns were raised about bypassing the Chair and Vice Chair in decision-making. Jeffrey proposed developing a protocol to streamline time-sensitive decisions by involving the Chair and Vice Chair when full Commission votes are not feasible between monthly meetings. Commissioners agreed a protocol is needed but reaffirmed that voting by email is not permissible.

B. Election of Chair and Vice Chair: During the meeting, elections were held for Chair and Vice Chair positions. Corey Owens was nominated and elected as Chair by a roll call vote of 4-1. Ibrahim Chae was nominated and elected as Vice Chair following an initial roll call vote of 3-2, which was later clarified and corrected to 4-1. Due to scheduling constraints with City Council meetings in May, the formal swearing-in for both positions will take place at the next Commission meeting.

5. New Business: 

A. City Council Update: Jeffrey Adams informed the Commission that the next City Council update is scheduled for June 3, 2025. During this meeting, Council expects a presentation highlighting three key areas: a recap of the MLK event, an overview of the upcoming Juneteenth celebration, and an update on the status of the Multicultural Festival. However, Commissioners were advised that no formal recommendations will be accepted at this time, as Council intends to first receive and review the final presentation from the DEI consultant, RAMA. Any new or revised recommendations from the Commission must be formally voted on before being submitted through Tony, who will act as the liaison to Council. The current plan is to revisit these recommendations in August, with a preference from Council to receive them in manageable batches of two to four actionable items.

B. Recommendation Submission Process: The Commission discussed past confusion around how recommendations were submitted to Council. Jeffrey clarified that all recommendations should go to Tony, not John, and only after a formal Commission vote. Previously submitted draft recommendations were withdrawn. Future items may include topics such as Commission input in appointment interviews or event planning. These must be consolidated and approved before forwarding.

C. Interview Process for New Commission Members: Concerns were raised about scheduling interviews for new Commission applicants during daytime hours, which may be inaccessible for working volunteers. Jeffrey explained that the city’s position is to avoid overtime for staff, but members urged the city to consider holding interviews at the end of the day to be more inclusive. The current protocol is for the Chair to conduct interviews, or the Vice Chair if unavailable.

D. Commission Member Appointment Update: Jeffrey shared that an interested applicant, Ms. Strickland, had been in contact, though it was unclear if her application was complete. The Commission will receive her materials once submitted. Commissioners also asked about the timeline for swearing in newly elected officers, which will occur at the next meeting.

E. Member Request: A member requested to be removed from the Multicultural Festival task force. No objections were raised.



6. Next Meeting June 3, 2025

7. Adjournment: 8:54 P.M.




Corey Owens, Chair 				                                 Date



Jeffrey Adams Jr, Staff Liaison 				                     Date
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