
Fire Appeals Board 
August 5, 2025, Meeting 

City of Huber Heights 
 
 
I. Terry Walton called the meeting to order at approximately 3:00 p.m. 

 
II. Roll call - Present were Russell Bergman, Chief Keith Knisley, and Terry Walton.   

 
Staff present – Aaron Sorrell, Assistant City Manager and Jordan Staley, 
Assistant Law Director. 
 

III. Oath of Office given by Jordan Staley – Russell Bergman, Chief Keith Knisley, 
and Terry Walton. 

 
IV. Election of Chairperson  

 
Chief Knisley moved to nominate Terry Walton as Chair.  Roll call showed:  
YEAS: Mr. Bergman, Chief Knisley, and Mr. Walton.  NAYS: None.  Motion to 
approve carried 3-0. 

 
V. Adopt Rules and Procedures 
 

Chief Knisley moved to adopt The Rules and Procedures.  
 
Seconded by Mr. Walton.  Roll call showed: YEAS:  Mr. Bergman, Chief Knisley, 
and Mr. Walton.  NAYS: None.  Motion to approve carried 3-0. 
 

VI.   Swearing of Witnesses Mr. Walton explained the proceedings of tonight’s             
meeting and administered the sworn oath to all persons wishing to speak or give 
testimony regarding items on the agenda. All persons present responded in the    
affirmative  

 
VII. New Business 
 

1. Case FA 25-01 – Appeal of outstanding violations for property located at 
5150 Brandt Pike. 

 
Aaron Sorrell stated that the Huber Heights Fire Department obtained an 
administrative warrant to do an annual inspection on 4/22/25.  The inspection 
occurred on 4/23/25, with assistance from Montgomery County Office of Building 
Regulations and Huber Heights Police Department. 
Inspection found four (4) fire code violations, and the building deemed unsafe by 
Montgomery County. 
Appellant was given 30 days to correct fire code violations before a scheduled 
5/29/25 re-inspection.  5/29/25 reinspection found seven (7) fire code violations; 
building remained unrepaired. 
7/2/25 Fire official issued a notice of violation outlining the seven fire code 
violations. 
Mr. Sorrell then stated that any person aggrieved by a decision by the Fire 
Official made under provision of the Ohio Fire Code may appeal the decision as 
set forth in Section 108 of the Ohio Fire Code. 
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It is clear from the inspection reports and photographs that the violations outlined 
in the 7/2/25 Violation Notice were present and constituted a violation of the Fire 
Code and Ohio Building Code.  The appellant and building owner have 
repeatedly demonstrated an unwillingness to cooperate with the Fire 
Department.  It is staff’s opinion that the Fire Official did not err in the 
interpretation of the application of the Fire Code, and this appeal is without merit 
and should be denied. 

Karen Bishnow said there is no unwillingness to cooperate, they have been in 
communication with Don Millard (Zoning Manager).  May 2024 was last 
inspection and every year we’ve passed.  The waving conditions on the roof are 
on the façade not the roof.  Not denying building needs repaired.  Oct. and Nov. 
Mr. Millard condemns property involving Montgomery County and Mr. 
Baumgartner.  Doesn’t see the urgency, not notified of warrant, doesn’t know 
procedure to this appeal.  Calls were unreturned, emails indicate communication. 
We do not have combustible materials on the property.  Drone shows no damage 
to roof, and they are willing to do repairs, but this went from 0 to 100.  Has proof 
from the post office certified mail never reached them. 

Mark Bishnow stated he didn’t know how much the city was involved with the 
5150 building, nothing outstanding when the Bomb Squad arrived. He let us 
know he couldn’t get there at that time for the inspection to go on in.  He went 3 
times to Montgomery County to see what needs to be done.  The more questions 
he asked, the less information he received.  Waited 1 hour and ½ for Frank, filled 
out paperwork right then.  Trying to be proactive.  They knew he wasn’t going to 
be there at last inspection.  Wants time to address issues, no one is coming and 
going from the property. Give him time to correct the problems.  His plan for the 
5150 is to turn into Food Court.  Aaron on Do not Contact list, letters from Zoning 
3 times a week, been here since 1979.  Has pictures (attached) taken of work 
that has been done before last inspection on 5/27/25 and 5/28/25.   
Jordan Staley said we can’t authenticate when photos were taken, they aren’t 
date stamped.   

Karen Bishnow reiterated there are no combustibles on the property. 

Aaron Sorrell verified grounds of appeal, you are stating these conditions not 
present. 

Karen Bishnow said inspection was not due until May, appealing the $100 a day 
penalty. 

Doug Baumgartner, Fire Inspector stated numerous emails, numerous 
attempts to contact.  Voicemail was full, he did receive 1 callback. 
Combustible material – numerous 
Fire wall, fire barrier – ceiling tiles. 
False ceiling at about 8 ft. level 
Items stacked up right inside door and throughout the building. 
Ceiling tiles missing 
Address numbers are missing and unreadable. 
Building originally secured with boards over windows and doors and then it 
wasn’t anymore. 
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Assistant Chief Stiefel stated that there was communication back on 7/11/25 
but didn’t show pictures at that meeting.  We need evidence that repairs are 
being made, never giving any.  We showed up at 2:30, couldn’t get into the 
building, administrative search warrant then to get in the building. 
Chief Knisley stated any solid item that can burn is combustible.  Assist Chief 
Stiefel stated there are several remnants of the hardware store, a lot of 
obstructions piled up.  Inside is a mess. 
Chief Knisley asked who said the building was unsafe and Assist Chief Stiefel 
answered Montgomery County. Chief Knisley then asked who scheduled the 
5/29/25 date and Assistant Chief Stiefel said that date met the 30-day mark.  
Notice received on 5/28/25 to cancel the 5/29/25 date.  
 
Doug Baumgartner said he was accused of being sneaky, but the inspection 
was 11 months late, not 1 month early.  Sent many pictures in my email. 
 
David Gibson from Montgomery County said 2 violations posted on 10/30/24, 
roof damage and unsafe wiring. On 4/23/25 contacted by HHFD saying they 
couldn’t do a thorough inspection, access limited.  Roof was compromised, wall 
bows outward, major settling, lack of ingress or egress, and unsanitary.  Notice 
posted to front door. 
 
Russell Bergman asked about certified mail not being received and the 
Bishnows stated no.  Also, those emails they received had no attachments and 
no pictures. 
 
Aaron Sorrell said Building code violations are separate from the Fire code 
violations. 
 
Jordan Staley asked if they received a copy of order from HHFD?  Yes 
 
Karen Bishnow said 4/29/25 email missing second page. 
 
Jordan Staley asked Doug Baumgartner about 4/29/25. 
1st violation still many materials stored in disarray. 
Stacked within 2 ft of ceiling tiles. 
Address numbers 
Fire walls, fire barriers. 
Numerous ceiling tiles missing 
Notice posted on the Brandt Pike side. 
Reinspection 5/29/25 looking through windows, professional opinion still in 
violation. 
 
Chief Knisley 5/8/24 not able to get access. 
 
Karen Bishnow 5/24 sent email about roof stating he might be overstepping his 
bounds. 
 
Mark Bishnow combustible materials everywhere in the city, he wants to sale 
the 5150 or find a use for it. 
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Jordan Staley asked Doug Baumgartner if the conditions of the property and 
photos from 5/29/25 inspection report accurately describe property and Doug 
said yes. 
 

  Action 
 

Chief Knisley moved to deny this appeal of outstanding violations for property 
located at 5150 Brandt Pike (FA 25-01) in accordance with the recommendation 
of Staff’s Memorandum dated July 31, 2025. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Bergman.  Roll call showed: YEAS: Chief Knisley, Mr. 
Bergman, and Mr. Walton.  NAYS: None.  Motion to deny carried 3-0.  
 
Mr. Sorrell encouraged the Bishnows to maintain constant communication with 
the HHFD, running out of time and patience. 
 

VIII.     Additional Business 
 

None. 
 

 IX.      Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting 
was adjourned at approximately 4:07 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
__________________________________  _____________________________ 
Terry Walton, Chair       Date 
  
 
__________________________________   _____________________________ 
Geri Hoskins, Administrative Assistant    Date 
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