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MEMORANDUM 

Date:     July 28, 2026 
To:      Planning Commission 
From:      Michelle Portier, AICP | Planning Services Manager 
File #:  8-B-26-OB; Agenda Item #34 
Subject: Knox County Data Center Moratorium 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Commission should make a recommendation to Knox County Commission on whether to 
approve or deny a moratorium on data centers in Knox County through June 30, 2027, or until the Knox 
County Commission adopts new regulations governing the placement and operation of data centers. 
 
BACKGROUND 
At its June 22, 2026 meeting, the Knox County Commission adopted Resolution R26-6-904 to place a 
moratorium on data centers and referred the moratorium to the Knoxville-Knox County Planning 
Commission for their review and recommendation.  
 
The purpose of the moratorium is to allow the Knoxville-Knox County Planning Commission time to draft 
regulations that define data centers, clarify where they can be located, and provide standards by which 
data centers must abide.  
 
The resolution places a moratorium on data centers June 30, 2027 or until standards are drafted for the 
Unified Development Ordinance, whichever comes first. 
 
The Commission previously requested Knoxville-Knox County Planning to draft a zoning ordinance to 
address data centers (R-26-5-904, adopted in May of 2026. 
 
 
 

 

 

Exhibit A: County Commission Resolution R26-6-904 









August 13, 2026
Planning Commission meeting

Public Comments
1 Comment for 8-B-26-OB

and

Andrew (37920), August 12, 2026 at 3:48 PM

I support a moratorium on data centers in Knox County until regulations are adopted to govern the placement

and operation of data centers. Further, I support a permanent ban on data centers in Knox County. A data

center will almost certainly have a negative impact on our communities, our landscape, and our quantifiable

resources: energy, water, wastewater, stormwater, head island, noise generation, wildlife, property values, etc.

https://knoxplanning.org/agenda
https://knoxplanning.org/agenda
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The Planning Commission met in regular session on August 13, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the Main 

Assembly Room of the City County Building. 

Item No.          File No. 

1. ROLL CALL, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

Commissioner Present Absent Arrive late/left 
early 

Tim Hill ✓   

Louis Browning ✓   

Marité Pérez ✓   

Matt Anderson  ✓  

Margaret Butler ✓   

Miles Biggs  ✓  

Kara Daley ✓   

Nick Gill ✓   

Amy Midis ✓   

Cathy Shuck ✓   

Nancy Barger ✓   

Wala Habiby ✓   

Sarah Harris ✓   

Rich Levenson, Vice-Chair ✓   

John Huber, Chair ✓   

 

34. KNOX COUNTY COMMISSION 8-B-26-OB 
Consideration of a resolution of the Knox County Commission, 
approving and authorizing a moratorium on data centers in Knox 
County. 

Commissioner Gill recused himself from voting on or discussing 
this item. 

1. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 



Draft Minutes   Planning Commission Meeting – August 13, 2026 

Item No. File No. 

8/18/2026 9:47 AM Page 2 

The Planning Commission should make a 
recommendation to Knox County Commission on 
whether to approve or deny a moratorium on data 
centers in Knox County through June 30, 2027, or until 
the Knox County Commission adopts new regulations 
governing the placement and operation of data 
centers. 

2. MOTION (BARGER) AND SECOND (HILL) WERE MADE TO 
RECOMMEND TO THE KNOX COUNTY COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF A MORATORIUM ON DATA CENTERS IN 
KNOX COUNTY THROUGH JUNE 30, 2027, OR UNTIL THE 
KNOX COUNTY COMMISSION ADOPTS NEW REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE PLACEMENT AND OPERATION OF DATA 
CENTERS. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 12-0. APPROVED 
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