
ORDINANCE NO CC 2025-__

AN  ORDINANCE  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  LA  HABRA,
CALIFORNIA,  ADDING  CHAPTER  12.30  (DOG  PARKS)  TO  TITLE  12
(STREETS,  SIDEWALKS,  AND  PUBLIC  PLACES)  OF  THE  LA  HABRA
MUNICIPAL CODE, RELATING TO REGULATIONS FOR DOG PARKS

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA HABRA, CALIFORNIA HEREBY FINDS AND
DECLARES AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, the City Council has authority under Article 11, Section 7 of the California
Constitution to enact rules to preserve the public health, safety and welfare; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of public safety to amend Title 12 to adopt reasonable
regulations relating the use of dog parks in the City.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA HABRA DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein.

SECTION 2. Chapter 12.30 (“Dog Parks”) is hereby added to Title 12 (“Streets, Sidewalks,
and Public Places”) of the La Habra Municipal Code, as follows:

CHAPTER 12.30 - DOG PARKS

§ 12.30.010 Definitions.

“Aggressive behavior” shall include but is not limited to, the following behaviors: snapping,
snarling, lunging, ferocious growing and/or barking and biting

"Dog parks" shall mean a City-owned area designated by the City Council as a
recreational area for registered dogs to recreate without a leash.

"Owners" shall mean an adult age of 18 or older that is responsible for the wellbeing and
behavior of a dog within the areas of a dog park.

§ 12.30.020 Dog Parks.

A. The City Council may designate certain areas of city parks as a dog park. Dog
parks shall be designated by City Council resolution and shall be posted with all
signs currently required by the California Health and Safety Code.

B. All dog parks shall have signs posted stating that all persons using the dog park
shall follow all rules governing dog parks.

C. The hours of operation of all dog parks shall be determined at the discretion of the
Director of Community Services or their designee.
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§ 12.30.030 Dog park regulations.

A. All dog parks are used at an individual’s own risk. The City of La Habra is not
responsible for any incidents or injuries that may occur. Owners assume any and
all risk related to dog park use.

B. All dogs in a dog park must have valid registration, tags, and vaccinations.

C. All dogs in a dog park must be controlled and handled by an owner.

D. Spike, pinch, and shock collars are prohibited.

E. Aggressive dogs are not allowed in a dog park. Dogs exhibiting aggressive
behavior must be immediately removed by their owner.

F. Female dogs in heat, pregnant, or lactating are prohibited from entering dog parks.

G. Leashes must be on all dogs in all areas of the park except within the designated
confines of a dog park. Leashes must be no longer than 6 feet in length and must
be carried by an owner at all times.

H. Small dog park areas are exclusively for dogs weighing 25 pounds or less, and
large dog park areas are exclusively for dogs weighing greater than 25 pounds.

I. All persons within a dog park under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an
adult.

J. Dogs less than 4 months old are not allowed in dog parks.

K. Each adult within a dog park is allowed a maximum of three (3) dogs and must
provide a leash for each dog under his/her control or care.

L. Digging within a dog park is prohibited. All holes created by a dog must be filled in
by the owner.

M. Other than water, food and drinks are not permitted within a dog park.

N. All owners are responsible for picking up waste deposited by their dog(s) within a
dog park and surrounding areas. Waste must be immediately removed and
disposed of properly in bags.

O. Professional dog trainers are not permitted to conduct commercial classes or paid
individual instruction for compensation within a dog park unless approved by the
Community Services Department.
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P. The City Council authorizes the Director of Community Services and the Director
of Public Works to change the rules and regulations of the dog park at any time for
the daily administration of the park.

Q. Abandonment of dogs is prohibited.

R. Any dog with a known communicable disease is not permitted to enter a dog park.

S. Owners must stay within the park and supervise their dogs at all times and may
not leave their dogs unattended at any time.

T. Excessive barking is not allowed within a dog park.

U. No animals other than dogs are permitted within a dog park

V. Any owner who violates the provisions of this Chapter, or who permits any dog to
be in violation of the provisions of this chapter, may be ordered by city personnel
to remove the dog from the park. Any owner who fails to immediately remove a dog
following an order to do so shall be in violation of this Chapter.

W. Any city employee may request anyone who violates a posted rule to leave a dog
park. It is unlawful for any person to fail to leave a dog park for violating any posted
rule after being requested to do so by a city employee.

SECTION  3. Any provision of the La Habra Municipal Code or appendices thereto
inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance, to the extent of such inconsistencies
and no further, is hereby repealed or modified to that extent necessary to affect the
provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this
Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any
court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this Ordinance. The City Council of the City of La Habra declares that it would
have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or
portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections,
sentences, clauses, phrases or portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its final passage.

SECTION 6. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Ordinance,
and shall cause to be published within fifteen (15) days after its passage in a newspaper
of general circulation and circulated within the City in accordance with Government Code
Section 36933(a) or, cause this Ordinance to be published in a manner required by law
using the alternative summary and posting procedure authorized under Government
Code Section 36933(c).
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PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this _______ day of ____________, 2025

_______________________________
Rose Espinoza
Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Rhonda J. Barone, CMC
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

________________________________
Keith F. Collins, City Attorney

STATE OF CALIFORNIA }
COUNTY OF ORANGE }  SS.
CITY OF LA HABRA }

I, Rhonda J. Barone, CMC, City Clerk for the City of La Habra, do hereby certify that the
above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. CC 2025-__ introduced at a
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of La Habra on the ____ day of ______, 2025 and
was thereafter adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of La Habra held on
the ___ day of _____, 2025 by the following roll call vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS:
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS:
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS:
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS:

Witness my hand and the official seal of the City of La Habra this ___ day of ____, 2025.

_____________________________
Rhonda J. Barone, CMC
City Clerk
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