


THE CITY OF LORAIN PROUDLY 
ANNOUNCES THE CREATION OF ITS FIRST-
EVER URBAN AGRICULTURE PLAN.
Elements of the Plan include: 
• Current Conditions
• Plan Goals, Objectives, and Outcomes
• Key Findings
• Recommendations
• Next Steps

The Plan once adopted by Lorain City Council will be available on the City’s Website. 

Hard copies of the Plan are available upon request made to the Building, Housing, 
Planning Department. 



WHAT IS URBAN AGRICULTURE?
• Improves food security

• Promotes sustainability

• Enhances access to fresh, locally grown produce in food deserts

• Creates job opportunities and small business development

• Reduces negative environmental impact of food transportation



HOW DID WE GET HERE
• Childhood Hunger Summit hosted by Second Harvest and LCPH 

(2019).

• MOU with Second Harvest and Lorain County Public Health 
(LCPH) establishing partnership with Food Forward Lorain 
(2023).

• City of Lorain in partnership with Second Harvest, LCPH, and 
Solidarity Urban Farms was awarded the USDA UAIP Grant 
(2023).

• Engaged with Residents through surveys and 1 on 1 sessions 
(2023-2025). 

• Contracts with TSW, Inc. (Zoning & Policy) and Agritecture, LLC. 
(Urban Agriculture Assessments) (2025).

• Design and Facilitation of the Urban Agriculture Plan (2026).



FOOD FORWARD LORAIN
Purpose: To build upon community momentum, sustain efforts and encourage
new partnerships to increase access to healthy food, and improve community
well-being.

Objectives:

• Evaluate local food systems

• Increase coordination of food system resources

• Identify collaborative opportunities for solutions to system problems; initiate 
conversations, and convene relevant stakeholders

• Aid in implementation

• Promote outcomes



FOCUS AREA 1: 
Inspiring economic development through urban farm and retail expansion
INTENDED OUTCOMES: 
Increase access to healthy, fresh food in the City of Lorain by helping to spur 
economic development and expanding farm & food retail opportunities.

FOCUS AREA 2: 
Strengthening healthcare partnerships through Food is Medicine 
programming
INTENDED OUTCOMES: 
Establish robust healthcare partnerships with a focus on diabetes prevention 
and nutrition education/culinary literacy programming.

FOCUS AREA 3: 
Connect People to Food through Technology & Transportation Networks
INTENDED OUTCOMES: 
Increase food access through the improvement of transportation 
opportunities and utilize new technology to increase healthy food access.

FOOD FORWARD LORAIN
FOCUS AREAS



USDA  UAIP
PLANNING GRANT



WHAT IS IN THE PLAN?



THIS PLAN DOES NOT
RECOMMEND:
• Permitting Farm Animals (Cows, Chickens, Goats, etc.)

• City owned and/or operated Community Gardens

• Utilizing all available vacant property as Urban 
Agriculture activities.



THIS PLAN DOES 
RECOMMEND:
• Amending the Zoning Code to properly regulate and support 

Urban Agriculture ventures.

• Designing Policy to enable Urban Agriculture to be an economic 
driver for the City of Lorain (business and job creation 
opportunities).

• Increasing access to local fresh food resources. 

• Designing programming and establishing partnerships to 
promote educational opportunities around Urban Agriculture.

• Connecting families and youth to local fresh food resources.



HOW WILL THIS IMPACT 
ME AS A RESIDENT?
• Increased access to local fresh food. 

• Increased programming, resources, and support focused 
on fresh food.

• Potential Urban Farm expansions or creation. 

• Increased Urban Agriculture Activities citywide. 

• Regulations surrounding front and side yard gardens. 

• Regulations prohibiting farm animals.



HOW WILL THIS IMPACT 
THE CITY OF LORAIN?
• Apply for additional grant opportunities for Urban Agriculture, 

Sustainability, Composting, Food Security, etc.

• Increased business ventures that are innovative and uniquely 
reflective of Lorain will play a vital role in advancing economic 
resilience and strengthening neighborhood identity.

• Increased partnerships with LCCC, Lorain City Schools, Lorain 
Library, and other institutions focused on designing curriculums 
around Urban Agriculture. 



NEXT STEPS



NEXT STEPS



NEXT STEPS



NEXT STEPS



THANK YOU! 
QUESTIONS?

CONTACT: 
Hannah C. Kiraly-Frilling, Program Manager Of Community & Economic Development | Hannah_Kiraly@cityoflorain.org | (440) 204-2087 

mailto:Hannah_Kiraly@cityoflorain.org
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