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Design Review Board Meeting Minutes

Date: February 10, 2026
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Council Chambers

Attendance
Chairman: Gary Fischer
Board Members: Gary Fischer, Andrea Neal, Evelisse Atkinson, & Janet Garcia
*Joyce-Ferlic Arredondo arrived at 3:37 pm
Absent: Jon Veard Jr. and Joyce Ferlic-Arredondo
Also in attendance: Andrea Smith
A Quorum was established.

The meeting was called to order on February 10, 2026, at 3:30 pm by Gary Fischer

Minutes
A motion was made by Andrea Neal to approve the minutes from the Design Review Board
meeting on January 13, 2025. The motion was supported by Janet Garcia.

3 in favor/ O opposed.

New Business

No new application

Old Business:

Board was notified that DRB 02-2026- Erik’s projecting sign variance application was approved
on February 4, 2026, by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Information provided by Evelisse
Atkinson.

Correspondence:
None Received.

Staff and Board Comments:
Speaker: Hannah Kiraly, Program Manager of Community & Economic Development of
Building Housing and Planning
Regarding: Vibrant Lorain- Public Art
¢ Focusing on Route 57 from Broadway Corridor E 28" St to Grove Ave.
- Includes wrapping of utility boxes, underpasses and park buildings
e RFP process will be held to select artists
- Artists will submit a draft of their design, along with their application
- The designs will be scored and awarded by a committee.
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- Utilities box wrap can be done in house

¢ Andrea Neal asked if there were any rules, regulations, or guidelines established as to

what the City is looking for.

- Culture or history

- Public Art survey was distributed throughout the community online. Survey results
showed that the citizens would like to see murals.

- H.K stated that the subject matter of the survey can be provided to the board.

o H. Kiraly is unsure how extensive the program may become, but wanted to let the board
know, in the event an application is received within the DRB district to have historic
buildings painted.

¢ Joyce Ferlic-Arredondo asked if this is in conjunction with a larger program.

- Choice Neighborhood Initiative- South Lorain Transformation Plan; focusing on E 28
to 36" St. and Grove to Broadway. City of Loran, Raise Up and El Centro, has been
engaged in a 2-year planning process. Plan is in place and submitted to HUD. Now going
to implantation; meaning that the Initiative could receive up to $26 million could be
received for the improvements to that neighborhood.

¢ Nick Murray (Engineering Dept.} asked if the artists will be professional, geared to High
Schoolers or college students.

- Will be open to the public. Proposals could be received from anyone.

-Adjournment:
Motion to adjourn at 3:44 pm made Andrea Neal.

Evelisse Atkinson, Planning & Zoning Administrator
Matt Kusznir, Director Building, Housing and Planning Department

Andrea Smith, Neighborhood Development Specialist

Gary Fischer, Chairman

*A full recording of this meeting can be found at www.cityoflorain.org*
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