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Strategic Directions: 
Focus of Our Improvement Efforts
A. Improving our professional practices so that each learner achieves at 

high levels in an inclusive educational model that is relevant and flexible
B. Enhancing our student support structures to meet academic, social, 

behavioral, and mental health needs
C.Recruiting, developing, and retaining staff to ensure positive learning 

experiences for students
D.Strengthening our parent/caregiver partnerships and connections
E. Ensuring safe, efficient and effective operations
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2017 Operating Referendum Authority
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State Law Changes to Operating Referendum
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Current Operating Referendum (Pay 2026 / FY 2027)
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Current Total School Taxes
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Board Renewal of Referendums

● Legislative change in 2023 allows a school board
to renew existing operating referendums

● One time at same length and amount as original
request

● Includes inflationary increases if in existing
authority

● School Board must allow for public testimony on
the proposed renewal prior to taking action
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Board Renewal of Referendums

● ISD 77 referendum expires after taxes payable
in 2027 (FY 2028)

● Board can renew referendum anytime between
July 1, 2025 and June 15, 2027

● New 10 years of renewed referendum begins
FY 2029 through FY 2038
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Statewide Operating Referendum

FY 2027

● 329 public school districts

○ 73% with voter approved referendum

○ 27% without voter approved referendum

● State Median Referendum = $635

● Metro Median Referendum = $1,893

○ Only 4 districts out of 57 in seven county metro do
not have an operating referendum
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Operating Referendum & Capital Projects Levy
Comparison FY 2027
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Operating Referendum & Capital Projects Levy
Comparison FY 2027
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Other Factors for Consideration

● Avoids election expenses

● Near unanimous support of referendum
renewals across the state in the years leading
up to law change

● Renewal authority has been widely used since
it was granted by legislature
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5 Year Budget Forecasts

5 Year Forecast Without Market Share Gain

5 Year Forecast with No Levy in FY 2029

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qvyFSrMUQxeLcVPHwZe7Dj0xVBeAa0Xf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H7dowlEguQogtyie1h2Bqa_pH2I6hZ47/view?usp=sharing
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THANK
YOU!
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