
Variance Supplement Questionnaire 

Complete this portion of the application if your request is for a variance.  

To be considered a complete variance application, the following questions shall be included at the time of submission. 

Please answer the following questions as they relate to your specific variance request.  

1. In your opinion, is the variance in harmony with the purposes and intent of the ordinance? Yes (  )  No (  ) Why or why not?

2. In your opinion, is the variance consistent with the comprehensive plan? Yes (  )  No (  )  Why or why not?

3. In your opinion, does the proposal put property to use in a reasonable manner? Yes (  )  No (  )  Why or why not?

4. In your opinion, are there circumstances unique to the property?  Yes (  )  No (  )  Why or why not?

5. In your opinion, will the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?  Yes (  )  No (  )  Why or why not?

The Planning Commission and Board must make an affirmative finding on all of the five criteria listed above in order to grant a variance. 
The applicant for a variance has the burden of proof to show that all of the criteria listed above have been satisfied. 
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	1 In your opinion is the variance in harmony with the purposes and intent of the ordinance Yes     No    Why or why not: Yes - the purpose and intent of the ordinance is to allow for a fence height that will provide a desired level of aesthetic and security for the landowner while also maintaining a maximum height limit. Due to Northern's obligations to the Federal Energy and Regulatory Commission and the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration - certain fencing requirments must be met in order to stay in compliance with safety and security standards. In this case 6' fencing topped with 1' barbed wire (7' tall total) is being requested. 
	2 In your opinion is the variance consistent with the comprehensive plan Yes     No    Why or why not: Yes - This variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan. This is an Essential Service Facility. Though Northern has and will continue to acknowledge requirements noted in the ordinance - it should also be understood that the Federal Energy and Regulatory Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over the transportation of natural gas in interstate commerce and facilities used for such purpose. 
	3 In your opinion does the proposal put property to use in a reasonable manner Yes     No    Why or why not: Yes - There is already an existing facility at this location with fencing. The fence will be replaced as a part of this project. There is no change to the use of the property being proposed. 
	4 In your opinion are there circumstances unique to the property  Yes     No    Why or why not: Yes - This is an essential service facility. Northern Natural Gas is governed by FERC, TSA, and PHMSA which are prompting the fencing requirement. 
	5 In your opinion will the variance maintain the essential character of the locality  Yes     No    Why or why not: Yes - There is already an existing facility at this location. There are no changes to the character of the locality being proposed. 


