Historic Preservation Commission
Regular Meeting
February 12", 2026, 4:30pm

City of Mankato
Present: Tim Pulis, Mike Lagerquist, Justin Vossen, John Zehnder, Jessica Potter
Staff: Brittany Mitchell, Travis Johnson, Courtney Kramlinger, Mark Konz
Guest: Beth Heidelberg, Jamie Snow, Brian Martin, Connielia Mensah
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm.

Approval of Agenda

Mr. Lagerquist moved to approve the agenda; Mr. Pulis seconded with all in favor.

Approval of Minutes

January 8%, 2026 Minutes:

Mr. Vossen moved to approve the January minutes; Mr. Zehnder seconded with all in favor.
Old Business

January 2026 Old Business

2025 CLG Grant

Ms. Mitchell indicated that the sign for Lincoln School has been ordered, adding that there is a
six-month lead time and that the HPC could consider a September event to unveil the sign.

Local Designation

Ms. Mitchell reviewed the properties the HPC would like to locally designate this year, including
Hubbard Mill, The Depot, Kern Bridge, Good Counsel, and the post office. She asked the
members if there were any additional properties that should be considered.

Ms. Potter added that she believed Old Main Village had already been surveyed and was listed
on the National Register.



New Business

Review of the commercial rehabilitation project for the Eagles Club at 708 N. Riverfront Dr.

Today’s Action Items

1. Ms. Kramlinger presented the HPC members with the proposed project at 708 N.
Riverfront Drive.

2. Mr. Vossen made a motion that the Historic Preservation Committee determined
that the building at 708 N. Riverfront Drive is not historically significant and that the
committee offer no comments on the proposed project. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Zehnder and carried unanimously.

Upcoming Action Items
1. None
Minutes:

Ms. Kramlinger stated that the Eagles Club applied for the City of Mankato Commercial
Rehabilitation program, which utilizes EDA levy funds. Because the program involves local funds,
the guidelines require the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to review the proposed scope
of work. She added that the building is not locally designated and is not listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The proposed work includes replacing windows, most of which are
existing vinyl, though it also includes eight smaller wood windows.

Ms. Potter asked whether the project involves only the windows and does not include any work
on siding.

Ms. Kramlinger confirmed this was correct, adding that she had inquired about the siding when
the application was submitted, but the Eagles Club indicated that the work would be limited to
the windows.

Mr. Vossen asked if the Eagles Club was across the street from the historic street

Ms. Potter indicated that the historic commercial district spans the 300—400 blocks, while the
Eagles Club is in the 700 block.

Ms. Potter asked whether any of the HPC members had additional concerns or comments
regarding this project.

Mr. Lagerquist stated that any historical significance has likely already been covered up or
altered.

Mr. Vossen made a motion that the Historic Preservation Committee determined that the
building at 708 N. Riverfront Drive is not historically significant and that the committee offer no
comments on the proposed project. The motion was seconded by Mr. Zehnder and carried
unanimously.



URSI Presentation

Today’s Action Items

1. Ms. Heidelberg presented mid-century moderns to HPC members and guests.

2. Ms. Snow and Ms. Mensah presented the Woodshire Neighborhood Assessment to
HPC members and guests.

3. Ms. Mitchell will send the presentations to HPC members.

Upcoming Action Items
1. None
Minutes:

Ms. Heidelberg presented her mid-century modern homes presentation to the HPC members,
followed by the Woodshire Neighborhood Assessment presentations delivered by Ms. Snow and
Ms. Mensah.

Local Designations 2026

Today’s Action Items

1. Ms. Mitchell reviewed potential properties eligible for local designation and asked if any
members were interested in additional properties.

Upcoming Action Items

1. Ms. Potter will follow up with HPC members in relation to discussions with Good Counsel
ownership for future local designation.

2. Ms. Mitchell will continue to work with the Post Office and The Depot regarding local
designation and will provide updates to HPC members. She added that conversations about
Old Main Village and potential next steps will also continue.

Minutes

Ms. Mitchell wanted to provide the HPC members with updates on the properties and gauge
their interest in pursuing local designation in 2026. She indicated that Hubbard Mill is
challenging and that she is unsure where to begin, noting that Fisher Group is the listing agent.
She asked whether the HPC wished to proceed with Hubbard Mill and sought input from the
members on how to move forward.

Ms. Potter stated that local designation would not have anything to do with signage, explaining
that the properties would be surveyed and that the HPC would make a recommendation to have
them added to the ordinances as locally designated properties.

Ms. Mitchell clarified that The Depot originally had two monument signs, although only one is
permitted. She noted that the base of the second monument sign still exists and is located
closest to the intersection of Main Street and Riverfront Drive. She explained that the designer



associated with an interior remodel project at The Depot expressed interest in preserving that
area for a future marker. She added that she will continue working with them to gauge their
interest in pursuing local designation.

Ms. Mitchell indicated that Kern Bridge was nationally registered; however, when it was moved
from its previous location, it was temporarily removed from the National Register. She added
that once it is placed in its new location, she will work with Michael Koop to have it reinstated
on the National Register under its new address.

Ms. Potter added that the Kern Bridge has been selected for the 2026 CLG Grant for interpretive
signage, noting that this is separate from local designation. She also questioned whether the
HPC would want to pursue local designation before installing the sign.

Mr. Konz indicated that, depending on when the grant is received and when the bridge
construction is completed, there may be limited time left in the 2026 construction season,
suggesting that this may need to be a 2027 project.

Ms. Mitchell indicated that the timeline could be like the Lincoln School marker, with everything
potentially not in place until September 2027.

Ms. Potter suggested that the HPC might consider waiting to apply for this marker in early 2027
rather than in 2026.

Mr. Zehnder questioned whether the CLG grant requires Kern Bridge to have some form of
official listing.

Ms. Potter indicated that the CLG grant and local designation are separate categories, explaining
that the Kern Bridge signage would fall under the CLG grant, while local designation would
involve surveying the property and adding it to the local ordinances as a locally designated
property.

Mr. Konz added that, historically, signage has only been provided for locally designated
properties.

Ms. Potter stated that the heritage plaque program existed before local designations. She
referenced Lincoln School, noting that it has not been locally designated but is still receiving a
plaque. She added that the text on the plaque will not mention local designation, even if the
property is designated in the future.

Ms. Mitchell stated that Good Counsel is another property that has been discussed in the past
for local designation.

Ms. Potter indicated that the owners are exploring getting the property listed on the National
Register, noting that there is an opportunity to observe them going through that process. She
added that local designation would require a survey, which the owners would need to complete
as part of the process to achieve national designation.

Ms. Mitchell questioned if the current owners of Good Counsel had any type of timeline for
when they were hoping to receive national designation.



Ms. Potter noted that she is not aware of any timeline but confirmed that efforts are underway.

Ms. Mitchell stated that she sent the local designation paperwork to the current ownership
group of the post office. She noted that they appeared interested, but no response has been
received yet. She will continue to work with them directly and mentioned that there is a historic
easement located on the property.

Ms. Potter indicated that of the five properties discussed, The Depot and the post office are on
the National Register. She believes that both properties have had surveys completed.

Mr. Konz added that there may be a survey for the post office, but it was not conducted by the
HPC. He noted that, since the post office is potentially under construction, the owners may be
reluctant to take any action until the work is completed. He also indicated that some portions of
the post office are covered under the preservation easement, while other portions are not.

Ms. Potter stated that Old Main Village and The Depot have had surveys completed and are on
the National Register. She added that these properties could be relatively straightforward for
the HPC to recommend for local designation, while the other previously mentioned properties
will require more work to reach that point.

Mr. Zehnder asked whether, with respect to Hubbard Mill, the ownership must be stabilized
before any type of designation can be made.

Mr. Konz indicated that this is correct, as the property is currently for sale and the current
owners do not wish to add anything that may significantly impact future sales of the property.

Ms. Potter added that Ardent Mill was approached about local designation and they expressed
no interest in pursuing any type of local designation. She noted this was like the post office,
where a preservation easement was pursued, but the owners were not interested in local
designation.

Ms. Mitchell indicated that she is continuing to work with The Depot and the Post Office. She
asked whether someone would handle Good Counsel in continuing the local designation
discussions.

Ms. Potter indicated that we are partnering with Good Counsel for Preservation Month
activities. She added that she has had email correspondence with the current ownership group
regarding local designation and will follow up with the HPC, hopefully by the next meeting.

2026 CLG Grant Update

Today’s Action Items

1. Ms. Mitchell indicated that Mr. Kagermeier has continued working on the 2026 CLG grant
application but was unable to provide an update at this meeting, noting that the deadline is
February 22nd.

Upcoming Action Items

1. Ms. Mitchell will coordinate with Mr. Kagermeier and provide an update to HPC members,
noting that the HPC will need to review the application before it is submitted.



Minutes

Ms. Mitchell indicated that she did not have additional information on the 2026 CLG Grant
application. She added that she has been working with Mr. Kagermeier to help write the report,
but no further updates can be provided to HPC members at this time. She also noted that a link
has been provided to HPC members for additional information on the Kern Bridge.

Ms. Potter stated that the final application for 2026 CLG Grant is due on February 22" and that
it would be in the best interest to present it to the commission before submission. She added
that she was not sure whether the HPC would be able to meet that deadline but noted that this
may be beneficial.

Mr. Konz added that they do not want to rush the process and risk submitting a poor
application, particularly for a project that has not yet been completed.

HPC Term Updates

Today’s Action Items

1. Ms. Mitchell reviewed term limits, seat roles, and HPC members who are approaching
the end of their current terms.

Upcoming Action Items

1. Ms. Mitchell stated that there is currently an open seat but was unsure of the specific
role. She added that they are working on advertising it with the specific roll type.

Minutes

Ms. Mitchell provided HPC members with updates on HPC terms, noting that several members
are approaching the end of their current terms.

Mr. Lagerquist inquired about the existence of term limits.

Ms. Mitchell indicated that she believes Mr. Lagerquist, Mr. Vossen, and Mr. Pulis are nearing
their term limits.

Mr. Konz clarified that members are allowed three three-year terms.
Ms. Mitchell added that Mr. Lagerquist’s term would end in 2028.

Mr. Konz noted that Ms. Potter was an exception, as she serves as the representative of the
Blue Earth Conty Historical Society.



Mr. Pulis asked whether his term would end in 2027, noting that he has completed only two
terms.

Ms. Mitchell stated that she believes Mr. Pulis would be eligible for one additional term if he
chooses to continue.

Mr. Pulis asked if any seats were tied to specific roles, such as membership of other
commissions.

Ms. Mitchell confirmed this, noting that, for example, Mr. Zehnder represents the Planning
Commission, Ms. Potter fills the seat from the Historical Society, and Mr. Kagermeier holds the
construction/designer seat. She added that there is currently an open seat, though she was
unsure of its specific role, and mentioned that they are working on advertising it with the
correct seat type to be filled.

Miscellaneous

No Miscellaneous items

Adjournment

Mr. Lagerquist motioned to adjourn. Mr. Zehnder seconded with all in favor.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 pm.



