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Date: July 21, 2025

Pinal County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) manages a High Intensive Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task
Force, which is the Pinal County Narcotics Task Force (PCNTF). This task force targets, disrupts and
dismantles individuals, groups, and criminal organizations involved in the manufacture, processing,
transport, and sales of illegal drugs that are directly connected to the United States—/Mexico border. Pinal
County has experienced an enormous increase in the smuggling of illicit drugs, specifically fentanyl and
methamphetamine.

PCSO seeks funding under the Department of Public Safety DPS Border Support Fund to significantly
enhance our efforts in combating the growing influence and operations of Mexican drug cartels in the border
regions. This funding will bolster substantially our law enforcement capabilities, making a tangible
difference in the safety and security of our community by improving technology, increasing personnel, and
enhancing tactical resources to disrupt and dismantle cartel activities, including narcotics trafficking, human
smuggling, and violent crime associated with transnational criminal organizations.

Pinal County is a high-traffic area for smuggling operations, as it has two significant corridors intersecting
in the southern region: Interstate 10 and Interstate 8. Along with the corridors, the Tohono O’odham
Reservation borders Pinal County, which is also used by drug cartels to smuggle narcotics and is active in
human smuggling. PCSO has played a critical role in safeguarding our community and the state by
engaging in joint operations with federal and state agencies. PCSO has established within this task force
model criminal interdiction units, both overt and covert, who partner with the local Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI) group out of Casa Grande and Phoenix. These units have also partnered with the local
Casa Grande Border Patrol Intel groups to identify, disrupt, and dismantle drug trafficking organizations
(DTO). These same groups also aggressively target the sales, manufacture, and transportation of illegal
street drugs, which are directly associated with local Drug trafficking Organizations “DTOs.”

PCSO aviation unit also supports border security missions. PCSQO's operational objective is to utilize the
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requested contractual funding agreement to detect, deter, prevent, apprehend, and prosecute individuals
associated with or involved in human and drug trafficking directly related to border-related crimes. In
addition, a leased aircraft will enhance and support current search and rescue missions of injured
individuals, including migrants and law enforcement officers.

PCSO Aviation Unit supports Arizona through long-standing partnerships with agencies and departments
throughout the state. This includes supporting border-related activities, such as interdiction, surveillance,
and search & rescue operations. These partnerships include the United States Border Patrol, Bureau of
Land Management, Homeland Security Investigations, local Sheriff’s Offices, Police Departments, and
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Our aircraft are regularly scheduled to assist any agency with a request for
border-related activities, tactical-related incidents, and rescues of injured individuals, including migrants
and law enforcement officers. We seek to enhance our capabilities, increase safety, and continue our fight
in border interdiction and border-related rescue capabilities. PCSO currently staffs the Aviation Unit with
full-time pilots, mechanics, tactical flight officers, and an Aviation Unit Commander.

PCSO uses a proven approach of education, prevention, and vigorous enforcement, including thorough
investigations and well-prepared case documentation, to allow prosecutors to ensure these criminals and
criminal organizations face conviction and loss of appropriate assets. As with any HIDTA initiative, PCSO
accomplishes this mission through a continuous spirit of cooperation, unity, and partnership developed
with federal, state, local, and tribal partners. PCSO also focuses on a strategy that promotes collaborative,
intelligence-led, unbiased policing in coordinated and mutually supportive multi-jurisdictional law
enforcement efforts of the HIDTA.

PCSO requests border support funding to offset the financial burden on our agency. Border support
funding will directly support the Ant-smuggling Unit (ASU), which is responsible for preventing and
investigating narcotic and human smuggling in Pinal County. ASU consists of one Sergeant and five
Detectives, including their salaries, overtime, and employee-related expenses, totaling $1,104,274.84. The
funding will also assist with two aviation mechanics used for aircraft maintenance directly for border
missions; this includes overtime and employee-related costs totaling $60,000. Funding for overtime and
employee-related expenses for the PCNTF who assist with investigations directly related to border related
crimes totaling $105,000.

PCSO will purchase equipment to support intelligent-led smuggling investigations, including a fully
equipped Ford F-150 interdiction vehicle to include a full lighting package, grappler bumper system, and
two-camera Motorola license plate readers, total cost of $110,000. The vehicle will be utilized for the
apprehension and prosecution of those responsible for human trafficking, drug smuggling, and weapon
smuggling along smuggling corridors in Pinal County. Purchasing of 101 Buckeye X80 wireless cameras
that will expand our current system that will assist with detecting smuggling actively in rural desert areas
24/7, allowing for constant monitoring of known smuggling routes, costing $256,000. The purchase of
two covert vehicles to be used for covert surveillance of known smugglers, totaling $75,000. These covert
vehicles will be utilized on surveillance missions that are critical to long-term investigations that result in
the seizure of methamphetamine, fentanyl, cocaine, firearms, and apprehension of smugglers. The total
amount asked to support our border enforcement efforts is $1,675,275.00.

PCSO remains committed to safeguarding our communities from the growing threat posed by Mexican
Drug cartels. By receiving border support funding, PCSO will significantly enhance its ability to combat
cartel activities through improved technology, increased workforce, and expanded resources. This funding
will directly contribute to the disruption of narcotics trafficking, human smuggling, and other violent
cartel-related crimes, ensuring the continued safety and security of Arizona’s border regions.
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We respectfully request your consideration for this critical funding, which will help PCSO remain at the
forefront of border protection and crime prevention.

Operational Point of Contact: Danny Tabor, Sergeant

danny.tabor@pinal.gov

520-705-8124 cell
Financial point of Contact: Deanne Peoble, Finance Director

deanee.peoble@pinal.gov

520-866-5238 desk
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