
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF RAMSEY

ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, September 28, 2010, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.

Members Present:
Mayor Bob Ramsey




Councilmember John Dehen




Councilmember David Elvig




Councilmember Matt Look 




Councilmember Colin McGlone 




Councilmember Jeffrey Wise

Members Absent:
Councilmember David Jeffrey
Also Present:

City Administrator Kurtis G. Ulrich

Deputy City Administrator/Dir. of Comm Dev. Heidi A. Nelson

Finance Officer Diana Lund




Public Works Director Brian Olson




Planning Manager Amber Miller




Associate Planner Timothy Gladhill




City Engineer Tim Himmer




Assistant City Engineer Steve Jankowski




City Attorney William Goodrich

1.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:01 p.m., and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
2.
CITIZEN INPUT

None.

3.
APPROVE AGENDA

City Administrator Ulrich stated the applicant has requested that Case 7.01 Request for Preliminary Site Plan Review of Ramsey Medical Building; Case of PSD, LLC, be pulled from tonight’s agenda.  

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Look, to approve the agenda as amended.  
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Look, Elvig, Dehen and McGlone.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey
5.
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

5.01
Receive Financial Reports Year-To-Date:  8/31/2010
5.02
Receive Building Permits Approved for July 2010
5.03
Approve the following License Applications:

Special Events

Freedom Christian Center
6937 Highway #10 NW

Ramsey, MN
Ramsey Foundation

at 8846 Highway #10 NW

Ramsey, MN
5.04
Approve the Following Meeting Minutes:


City Council/Regular/August 9, 2010


City Council/Work Session/August 24, 2010


City Council/Regular/August 24, 2010


City Council/Work Session/September 14, 2010


City Council/Regular/September 14, 2010
5.05
Approve Recommendation of Public Works Committee/Update for Well House #3 Exterior
5.06
Adopt Resolution #10-09-206 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received during the Period of September 9, 2010 through September 22, 2010

5.07
Adopt Resolution #10-09-207 Authorizing 5th Partial Payment to W. Gohman Construction Co. for Contract A Improvement Project #10-23 East Meandering Commons Park (The Draw)

5.08
Adopt Resolution #10-09-208 Authorizing 14th Partial Payment to Chicago Bridge & Iron (CB&I), Inc. for IP 08-21 Water Tower No. 3

5.09
Adopt Resolution #10-09-209 Authorizing 1st Partial Payment to Allied Blacktop for Division A of the 2010 Pavement Maintenance Program

5.10
Adopt Resolution #10-09-210 Authorizing 2nd Partial Payment to Rum River Contracting Inc. for IP 08-33 (Ute Street Improvements)

5.11
Adopt Resolution #10-09-211 Authorizing 1st Partial Payment to North Valley Inc for Division B of the 2010 Pavement Maintenance Program

5.12
Adopt Resolution #10-09-212 Appointing Election Judges for the General Election on November 2, 2010
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Look, Wise, Dehen, Elvig, and McGlone.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey.
6.
PUBLIC HEARING

6.01
Public Hearing:  Application for On-Sale, Sunday and 2:00 a.m. Intoxicating



Liquor License; Case of S & B of Ramsey LLC D/B/A End Zone

City Clerk Thieling reported that Mr. Bob Almeida of S & B of Ramsey LLC, had properly applied for an on-sale, Sunday and 2:00 a.m. intoxicating liquor license for the establishment at 6415 Highway now known as End Zone, formerly known as Spectators.  She stated this item has been published as a public hearing.

Motion by Councilmember Look and seconded by Councilmember Wise to close the regular portion of the City Council meeting in order to conduct the public hearing for an on-sale, Sunday and 2:00 a.m. intoxicating liquor license for S & B or Ramsey LLC, d/b/a End Zone.
Motion carried.  The regular portion of the City Council meeting was closed at 7:03 p.m.

Public Hearing’

Mayor Ramsey opened the public hearing at 7:03 p.m. and asked for public comment.

No comments were made.

Motion by Councilmember Look and seconded by Councilmember McGlone to close the public hearing.

Motion carried.  The public hearing was closed at 7:04 p.m.

Council Business

City Clerk Thieling noted that Mr. Bob Almeida, the liquor license applicant, was present.
Mr. Almeida introduced himself to the Council.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig and seconded by Councilmember Wise to approve an on-sale, Sunday and 2:00 a.m. intoxicating liquor license application for S & B of Ramsey LLC d/b/a End Zone.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Dehen, Look, and McGlone.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey.
6.02:
Public Hearing and Levy of Assessments for Past-Due Charges on Municipal Utility 

Bills and Current Services Rendered

Finance Officer Lund stated that the City provides varying services that are billed directly to residents through the municipal utility bill and through City invoices.  This is the twelfth year that the City will be certifying delinquent payments as assessments to be collected with property taxes payable in 2011.  The total of delinquent payments is a little over $387,000, which includes penalties and interest.  Payments will be accepted until November 5, and after that, it is sent to the County to be certified on the taxes.  She presented a trend analysis, which shows there were $197,000 in delinquent charges in 2009 and the City has collected $119,000 of that.  She talked about the calls her department gets regarding utility services – streetlights, storm water, etc.  She speculated residents didn’t realize these fees were being charged before when it came out with their electric bill from Connexus.  She added the delinquent amount stays with the property – not the owner.  She stated this is a public hearing.
Motion by Councilmember Elvig and seconded by Councilmember Wise to close the regular portion of the City Council meeting to hold a public hearing.

Motion carried.  The regular portion of the meeting was closed at 7:10 p.m.

Public Hearing
Mayor Ramsey opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. 
Charles DeLaney, 8404 – 161st Avenue NW, stated that because of the structure of the assessment to his property, he is being charged for 17 acres of business and two residential.  He has talked with Mr. Linton on City staff and they have laid out his property and come up with 1.25 acres of commercial.  
Finance Officer Lund clarified that he is talking about the storm drainage fee.

Director of Public Works Olson stated that staff has talked to Mr. Delaney in the past and he doesn’t know why his property came up with a delinquency at the public hearing but a credit has been approved for Armstrong Kennels.  He talked about the process for appealing the charges.

Mr. Delaney stated he was told he had to appear before the Council.

City Administrator Ulrich suggested that staff could take this under advisement, meet with Mr. Delaney and then come back to the City Council.  This amount can be certified tonight but Mr. Delaney would have until November 5 to pay it off; that gives staff time to meet with him.

Councilmember Dehen stated this is the first Council has heard about this and he felt Council would not be ready to address these issues.
City Attorney Goodrich stated that Mr. Delaney’s rights are preserved.
Councilmember Look clarified with Mr. Delaney that he was willing to pay what’s required, he just doesn’t want to be in a different category than anyone else.  There is a major difference between the charges to Mr. Delaney and the charges to his neighbor.  Councilmember Look stated he would be willing to look at Mr. Delaney’s property.

Staff offered to schedule a meeting with Mr. Delaney.

Greg Oseid, 15101 Cobalt Street NW, stated he is delinquent and he would like the City to look at a different venue for collecting money.  He would like to be able to pay online as this way the bill is too easy to overlook.

Ms. Lund offered some options for payment.

Council discussed some of the options and how often the City certifies these amounts and suggested the issue of certifying more often than once a year could be discussed at a work session.
Janine Brock, 15240 Kangaroo Street NW, stated that she does not have a computer and she cannot afford internet service.  Going paperless as an option was not a good one for her.  She added that she pays her bills on time.

Councilmember McGlone stated that she (Ms. Brock) would still have the regular option of being mailed a bill and paying by check.
Ms. Brock inquired if the storm drainage fee includes keeping culverts open – like the ones under driveways.  She reported that her neighbor has blocked his and in the spring, it overflows her driveway.

Mayor Ramsey recommended Ms. Brock talk with the Engineering Department.  Most likely that property is on an easement that the City controls.

Roe Merry, 16030 Iguana Street NW, stated that he has lived in Ramsey a little over a year.  The previous occupant and account number were assigned to him and there ended up being delinquent charges that were added on to his taxes.  He stated he would appreciate it if these amounts were rescinded as he was never notified of this.  
Ms. Lund stated that the property owner’s title company is supposed to conduct a search.
Mr. Merry stated that his title company did and paid $80, but it was delinquent so the amount continued.

Discussion ensued relating to the duties of title companies.  Mr. Merry wondered what happened to the billing.

Ms. Lund responded that it was mailed out but she cannot control what happens with the mail after that.

Mr. Merry stated that the account number is that of a Mr. Stolski.

City Administrator Ulrich stated staff can go back and look at the account.

Mayor Ramsey stated that Mr. Merry has until November 5 to work this out.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig and seconded by Councilmember Look to close the public hearing.

Motion carried.  The public hearing closed at 7:38 p.m.

Council Business

The regular meeting was opened up at 7:38 p.m.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig and seconded by Councilmember Look to adopt Resolution #10-09-213 adopting assessments for past-due charges on Municipal utility bills, which may include water, sewer, street lighting, recycling, storm water charges and penalties incurred, and current services rendered. 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Look, Dehen, McGlone and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey.

6.03
Public Hearing and Levy of Special Assessments for the 2010 Street Maintenance 

Program
Assistant City Engineer Jankowski stated that this is a public hearing on the special assessments for the annual Street Maintenance Program.  The 2010 program included almost 15 miles of roadway.  Three projects involve crack fill and sealcoating and three projects involve a 1-1/2 inch bituminous overlay.  Two of the overlay projects have been completed and the third is anticipated to be completed by the end of this week.  He talked about the assessment policy – three years ago, it was 50 percent, now it is 29 percent.  He described in more detail what the projects entail.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig and seconded by Councilmember Look to close the regular portion of the meeting and open up the public hearing.

Motion carried.  The regular meeting closed at 7:42 p.m.

Public Hearing

The public hearing was opened at 7:42 p.m.

Adele Cloves, 5178 – 147th Lane NW, stated she did not live on Waco but that she got notice that some repairs would be done on her road.  She never received any notice that she would be assessed almost $1,000 for Waco Street.

Mr. Jankowski stated that staff originally anticipated an overlay for all of River’s Bend and her project was initially included.  At the public hearing, staff was directed to take this street off the project.  Ms. Cloves’ assessment should be removed from the final assessment roll; she will not be assessed.  He added that there is one other property listed that should not be and that is Mrs. Geroges, 5164 – 147th Lane NW.  He noted that address will be removed from the assessment roll as well.  Mr. Jankowski stated that the City also received a letter from the MPCA that our contracting assessment on Project #10-02 is to four properties on Garnet Street that they own.  Staff has contacted them and will be bringing back a recommendation to Council.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig and seconded by Councilmember Look to close the public hearing.

Motion carried.  The public hearing was closed at 7:47 p.m.

The regular meeting opened up at 7:47 p.m.

Council Business

Motion by Councilmember Elvig and seconded by Councilmember Look to adopt Resolution #10-09-214 adopting assessment for IP #10-02, (Sealcoat and crackfill of Beaudry Addition, Peltzer Addition, Unplatted Street in Sections 21 & 22, and Sorteburg 4th & 5th Additions), and adopt Resolution #10-09-215 adopting assessment for IP #10-04 (Bituminous overlay of Rivers Bend 1st and 2nd, and Rivers Bend Plaza, and adopt Resolution #10-09-216 adopting assessment for IP #10-05 (Bituminous overlay of Brookfield & White Pines Estates), and adopt Resolution #10-09-217 adopting assessment for IP #10-06 (Bituminous overlay of Old CR5 and Dolomite Street between Highway 10 and Riverdale Drive.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Look, Dehen, McGlone and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey.

6.04
Public Hearing on IP #08-33 Ute Street Improvements

Assistant City Engineer Jankowski stated this project consists of the grading and paving of Ute Street, north of 179th Lane.  The project also included the installation of storm sewer and water treatment before discharging to Rogers Lake.  Project costs are to be divided among three funding sources, which include the City’s General Fund, the Storm Water Utility Fund, and special assessments to nine benefitted properties.  The assessed portion of the costs is to be collected over a ten-year period.  He stated that all project elements are completed with the exception of turfing of disturbed areas.  There will be a follow-up with hydro seeding.  The final assessment cost ($6,321) came in very closely to the estimate of $6,599.  

Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember Elvig to close the regular portion of the City Council meeting to conduct the public hearing.

Motion carried.  The regular meeting was closed at 7:50 p.m.
Public Hearing

The public hearing was opened at 7:50 p.m.

Dick Giddings, 18001 Ute Street NW, stated that everyone is in acceptance of the assessment.  

Councilmember Elvig stated that in the letter that was handed out, it says the amount of the assessment proposed represents 30 percent and it is being reimbursed through tax revenue.  He stated that is not true as about 40 percent was drainage.  The other issue the City has a problem with is this project should have started in May, then June, then July, then September and it is still not complete.  He wondered if that might cause some problems for seeding.  He added that the road turned out really well.  He talked about the nice improvements, but added that we need to find more tools for City staff to be more authoritative when it comes to contractors.  

Councilmember McGlone stated, perhaps part of this problem is, it comes down to the contractor.  He added when he signs a contract, there’s usually a deadline and retainage.  He wondered if the City is missing something in our contracts that is putting us at a disadvantage to control this. 

Councilmember Dehen stated that was his concern as well and asked Director of Public Works Olson to weigh in.

Director of Public Works Olson stated we have deadlines and retainage and we do have maintenance guarantees.  One of the things that Councilmember Elvig is talking about is not necessarily the subcontractors but the small utilities that had to do work in the area before our contractors get in.  We will look at that process and see if there is a way to improve it to better collaborate with the contractor.  He felt that Rum River did an excellent job.    He added that contracts can be written a lot tighter but generally, you get increased cost with that.
Barb Bennett, 18043 Ute Street NW, stated she likes the road but has a personal concern.  She stated she has an invisible fence and underground sprinklers that were destroyed.  She stated she was charged $131 to have the fence repaired and $495 to have the sprinklers repaired.  She stated there was also difference in cost as she paid to have the end of her driveway done but she was told the cost between bituminous and concrete would be reimbursed.  She stated she was told to pay these fees out of pocket and she would be reimbursed.  

Assistant City Engineer Jankowski stated he has given the contractor the option of fixing what was destroyed.  The contractor has said he will have it done.  He will either pay the bill directly or it can be deducted from the bill we pay them.  Mr. Jankowski continued that the City Council has asked staff to include 200 feet of bituminous.  Mrs. Bennett has a concrete drive.  Staff is proposing reimbursing Mrs. Bennett $500 for the difference.  

Councilmember Dehen inquired if that is in accordance with the policy - we authorize bituminous but they can upgrade and pay the difference.  

Mr. Jankowski stated that’s what we are proposing to be fair.

Councilmember Dehen agreed it seems fair.

Consensus of the Council was that Mrs. Bennett should be reimbursed $500.

Councilmember McGlone sated his concern is the expectation of the folks in the neighborhood and whether we are presenting these expectations properly.

Director of Public Works Olson stated that staff will be talking with small utilities over the winter.  If we communicated properly, we could put our more construction letters.  

Councilmember McGlone mentioned Construction Bulletin alerts.

City Engineer Himmer stated he has started server lists and sends out emails.

Councilmember Elvig referenced the apron approach – he thought we were going to do whatever that driveway was is what we would replace it with.

Mr. Himmer stated that her driveway is concrete but not all the way – so according to that – she would get bituminous.

Motion by Councilmember Look and seconded by Councilmember Elvig to close the public hearing.

Motion carried.  The public hearing closed at 8:08 p.m.

Council Business

The regular portion of the meeting was opened at 8:08 p.m.

Motion by Councilmember Look and seconded by Councilmember Wise to adopt Resolution #10-09-218 adopting assessment for IP #08-33 (Ute Street Improvements).
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Look, Wise, Dehen, and McGlone.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  Councilmember Elvig.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey.

6.05
Public Hearing on IP 09-23 Repair of Septic System at 16207 Azurite Street

Assistant City Engineer Jankowski stated that the property owners at 16207 Azurite Street approached the City because their septic system was determined to be in failure and they had no means of financing the necessary repair.  City policy to protect public health and safety allowed for them to undertake the necessary repairs with the cost of the work, plus a 25 percent administrative charge, plus interest being assessed to the property.  

Motion by Councilmember Wise and seconded by Councilmember Look to close the regular portion of the meeting to conduct the public hearing.

Motion carried.  The regular portion of the meeting closed at 8:10 p.m.

Public Hearing

The public hearing was opened at 8:10 p.m.

No input.

Motion by Councilmember Wise and seconded by Councilmember Look to close the public hearing.

Motion carried.

The public hearing closed at 8:10 p.m.

Council Business

The regular meeting was opened at 8:10 p.m.

Motion by Councilmember McGlone and seconded by Councilmember Look to adopt Resolution #10-09-218A adopting assessment for IP #09-23 (Repair of a failed septic system at 16207 Azurite Street.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Look, Dehen and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Elvig and Jeffrey.

7.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
7.01
Request for Preliminary Site Plan Review of Ramsey Medical Building; Case of 
PSD, LLC

Pulled from the agenda at the request of the applicant.

7.02
Request for an Interim Use Permit to Exceed sign Restrictions on the Property 

Located at 7157 Highway 10 NW; Case of City of Ramsey HRA
Planning Manager Miller stated that the next three cases are part of the sign package as a result of the HRA having off-site signage.  This case relates to the sign at the former Holiday Station, 7157 Highway #10 NW – property now owned by the City.  The HRA wishes to utilize the framework of the existing ground sign on the property to install signage supporting The COR and to help guide visitors into the development.  The subject property is zoned H-1.  Signs can be 100 square feet and 25 feet tall – billboards are not permitted.  What’s being proposed is to use the existing framework and add an architectural cap, which would add two feet.  The height would be 25 feet so it conforms to the height guidelines.  It would be 98 square feet and some rehab work would be completed so the framework matches The COR logo.  This sign would direct attention to businesses and/or attractions offered off-site so by definition it would be considered a billboard.  Therefore, if Council approves this request, it would need to be contingent on approval by MnDOT for an off-premise sign along a state highway.  Ms. Miller offered that the Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding this request and no verbal or written comments were submitted and the Planning Commission recommended approval.
Motion by Mayor Ramsey and seconded by Councilmember McGlone to adopt Resolution #10-09-219 adopting Findings of Fact #0876 relating to the City of Ramsey HRA’s request for an interim use permit to deviate from sign restrictions established in City Code.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Dehen, Look and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Elvig and Jeffrey.

Motion by Mayor Ramsey and seconded by Councilmember McGlone to adopt Resolution #10-09-220 approving the City of Ramsey HRA’s request to deviate from sign restrictions at 7157 Highway #190 NW and declaring terms of same contingent upon approval by MnDOT for an off-premises sign.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Dehen, Look and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Elvig and Jeffrey.

7.03
Request for an Interim Use Permit to Exceed Sign Restrictions on the Property Located at 14550 Armstrong Boulevard NW; Case of City of Ramsey HRA

Planning Manager Miller stated that the City received an application from the HRA for an IUP to deviate from the size and location requirements of permanent signs, utilizing the framework of an existing ground sign on the property located at 14550 Armstrong Boulevard.  This property was formally the Oasis Market site and is now owned by the City.  HRA’s request is to install signage supporting The COR and to help guide visitors into the development.  Ms. Miller reported that in accordance with City Code, all variations to the sign regulations are to be processed with the CUP application; however, with potential amendments to the sign regulations, both with The COR and in general, in the future, the IUP process seemed more appropriate.  The subject property is zoned TC-2.  Within this zoning district, the gross surface area of ground signs is restricted to 100 square feet for each exposed face and shall not exceed an aggregate gross surface area of 200 square feet.  The height of ground signs in this area is limited to six feet.  Additionally billboard type signs are prohibited in this area as well.  The existing framework is about 22 feet high.  The area of the proposed new lexon pane signage is approximately 90 square feet.  The proposal indicates that some rehab work would be completed so that the framework matches The COR logo.  Overall, the square footage of the sign would be compliant and the height is considered compliant due to the lawful non-conforming designation; however, again this would be considered a billboard by definition.  Ms. Miller stated that the Planning Commission held a public hearing and no verbal or written comments were submitted and the Commission recommended approval.  The IUP would be for up to five years.
Motion by Mayor Ramsey and seconded by Councilmember Dehen to adopt Resolution #10-09-221 adopting Findings of Fact #9877 relating to the City of Ramsey HRA’s request for an interim use permit to deviate from sign restrictions established in City Code.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Look, McGlone and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Elvig and Jeffrey.

Motion by Mayor Ramsey and seconded by Councilmember Dehen to adopt Resolution #10-09-222 approving the City of Ramsey HRA’s request to deviate from sign restrictions at 14550 Armstrong Boulevard NW and declaring terms of same.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Look, McGlone and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Elvig and Jeffrey.

7.04
Request for an Interim Use Permit to Exceed Sign Restrictions on a Property 
Located Approximately 2,600 Feet East of Armstrong Boulevard on Highway 10 
NW; Case of City of Ramsey HRA

Planning Manager Miller stated this is a request for an IUP; however, this request is a little different.  This is installing a new sign and is on the site between Armstrong and Ramsey Boulevards.  The subject property has a storm water pond on site but is otherwise a vacant parcel owned by the City.  The site is across the railroad tracks from and directly south of the Municipal Center.  The HRA would like to install a large, pylon-style ground sign primarily to support The COR and its tenants and to help guide visitors to the development area.  The property is zoned H-1 and the gross surface area of ground signs is restricted to 100 square feet for each exposed face and shall not exceed an aggregate gross surface area of 200 square feet.  Ground signs are limited to one per parcel or per street frontage for parcels with multiple frontages and cannot exceed 25 feet in height.  Billboards are listed as prohibited.  HRA’s initial request was for approval of a sign that would be 30 feet in height and 235 square feet in area, including a 33 square foot electronic message center.  If approved as requested, the sign would exceed the height restriction by five feet and the square footage restriction by 135 feet per sign face.  The sign base would be aesthetically similar to the exterior of the Municipal Center and would be internally lit.  The sign would direct attention to business and/or attractions offered off-site and thus would be considered a billboard by definition.  Therefore, if Council approves this request, it would need to be contingent upon approval by MnDOT for an off-premise sign along a state highway.  Ms. Miller reported that the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing with regard to this request and no comments, written or verbal were received.  The Planning Commission discussed the dimensions and recommended that the Council approve the request to allow for up to 350 square feet per sign face, which is 115 square feet more than initially requested by the HRA, and a maximum height of 35 feet, which is five feet more than initially requested.  The IUP has been drafted to reflect the additional area and height recommended by the Planning Commission.  Therefore, if the City Council approves the request for a lesser height and/or area, the draft permit will need to be amended.
Councilmember McGlone stated he would move the request with the larger size.
Motion by Councilmember McGlone and seconded by Mayor Ramsey to adopt Resolution #10-09-223 adopting Findings of Fact #0878 relating to the City of Ramsey’s HRA request for an interim use permit to deviate from sign restrictions established in City Code.

Further discussion:  Councilmember Dehen commented that with the larger sign, we did not contemplate that cost.  He wondered if it was significantly more.  Mayor Ramsey stated that would be a discussion for the HRA – it’s only approved up to a certain amount.  Darren Lazan, Development Manager stated that the intent was to get approval of the higher number.  We are working with the sign company – asking them for an alternative.  The goal here was just to get the larger envelope approved and come back with costs.  
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Dehen, Elvig, Look and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey.

Motion by Councilmember McGlone and seconded by Mayor Ramsey to adopt Resolution #10-09-224 approving the City of Ramsey HRA’s request to deviate from sign restrictions on the property identified by PID #28-32-25-31-0002 and declaring terms of same contingent upon approval by MnDOT for an off-premises sign.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Dehen, Elvig, Look and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Councilmember Jeffrey.

7.05
Adopt Ordinance to Amend Article Fourteen (Rental Residential Dwelling Units) of 

Chapter Twenty-Six of City Code; Case of City of Ramsey

Planning Manager Miller stated that in 2003, the City initiated a rental-licensing program, which required every residential rental unit to be licensed by the City.  Part of this process included a building inspection to ensure the condition of the rental space met City standards as defined in City Code.  At a work session in December, Council directed staff to bring forward an ordinance to repeal the rental licensing section of City Code.  The ordinance to repeal was introduced at the January 12, 2010 Council meeting.  When staff brought the ordinance forward for formal adoption, Council directed staff to draft alternatives to the repeal for Council review at a work session.  Alternatives were developed and presented to the City Council at the February 23, 2010 work session.  Council requested additional information regarding one of the options regarding an incentive program and asked that staff develop a sample program and bring it back for review.  A proposed incentive based program was presented to Council in May.  Council reached a consensus that they did not wish to proceed with an incentive-based program, but rather wished to exclude single-family homes from the existing program and make inspections not mandatory.  This went back to work session on August 31 and, at that time, Council directed staff to also exclude townhomes from the ordinance.  Ms. Miller highlighted that the ordinance presented this evening excludes single-family homes, including townhomes, and includes a rental license that applies only to multi-family housing.  Additionally, inspections can be requested, but are not required; however, if an inspection is not conducted, a license will not be issued until such time that the City has determined that the premises are in conformance with all state and local laws and ordinances.
Motion by Mayor Ramsey and seconded by Councilmember Dehen to waive the reading of the ordinance per City Charter and adopt Ordinance #10-13 to amend Article Fourteen (Rental Residential Dwelling Units) of Chapter Twenty Six of the Ramsey Code, as drafted.

Further discussion:  Councilmember Elvig expressed concern about the ordinance and stated he would oppose it.  Councilmember Look stated his name was mentioned in the Anoka County Union stating that he is a landlord in the City of Anoka.  He stated he has experience as a landlord and what that experience has offered him is how local municipalities have gotten in the way of trying to make a house available for rent.  Rent is a service in the community.  The article implied a conflict of interest.  He stated he is not voting on anything that would impact him in the City of Ramsey.  Councilmember McGlone stated he has vacant property and it’s for sale.  He stated if he cannot sell it, he will rent it.  He talked about a lawsuit with regard to a septic and stated that is another example of licensing getting in the way.  

City Clerk Thieling performed the roll call vote:






Councilmember Look

aye





Councilmember McGlone
aye






Councilmember Elvig

nay






Councilmember Wise

aye






Councilmember Dehen
aye






Mayor Ramsey

aye






Councilmember Jeffrey
absent
Motion carried.
8.
MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT

1) Farmers Market
City Administrator Ulrich stated the Farmer’s Market continues each Thursday from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Rhinestone Park.  He encouraged residents to visit the market.

2) Ballot Question

City Administrator Ulrich announced that discussion of the City Administrator/City Manager ballot question was on the Work Session for discussion this evening; however, due to lack of time, that topic will be discussed at the October 5 Council Work Session.

3) Ramsey Foundation Concert Series

City Administrator Ulrich stated that the last concert of the series sponsored by the Ramsey Foundation is a polka fest at the Al Pearson farm located off Highway #10.  It is scheduled for Sunday, October 3, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and will include activities for family members of all ages.

4) Discussion of Sale of Property in the River’s Bend Area

Councilmember Look stated that there is a most ridiculous rumor being circulated relating to the discussion Council has had regarding the sale of property in the River’s Bend area – right behind The Penalty Box.  Some people are fearful the City Council would have a midnight vote on this.  The vote was completed already.  Council does not know the ultimate disposition of the property – but it’s been suggested we do an analysis of the best use for that property.  He reassured the residents there is no more voting on this – and certainly no “midnight vote”!
5) Status of the Train Stop

Councilmember Elvig presented a history of the events with regard to the Ramsey train stop, meetings with the NCDA, etc.  He talked about the bus services as incubating Ramsey’s own ridership and that the train stop would stimulate economic growth.  Ramsey’s struggles are mainly with finding funding.  We will go and stand alone to the station request with Burlington Northern to get the easement at a cost of $3 to $6 to $8 million dollars.  He added we have support but will go alone to negotiate.  Mr. Ulrich talked about funding sources – CTIB, State Bonding, Metropolitan Council, ACRRA, and then local.  He stated we are looking to these agencies to get money tagged for our rail station.
6) Taste of Community 
City Administrator Ulrich announced the annual Taste of Community is scheduled for October 14, at Greenhaven in Anoka.  The fundraiser is for Youth First Community of Promise, which benefits youth in Ramsey, Andover and Anoka.  

7) Anoka Area Chamber Breakfast

Mr. Ulrich announced the annual meeting of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce.  It is a breakfast meeting at The Fountains of Ramsey on October 6.  He noted that if any local business is interested in attending, they should contact the Chamber.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Councilmember Dehen and seconded by Councilmember Wise to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried.  The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

Kurtis G. Ulrich

City Administrator 

ATTEST:

______________________________

Jo Ann M. Thieling

City Clerk

Drafted by Jo Thieling, City Clerk
City Council / September 28, 2010
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