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CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF RAMSEY

ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, October 12, 2010, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.

Members Present:
Acting Mayor Matt Look

Councilmember David Elvig




Councilmember David Jeffrey




Councilmember Colin McGlone 




Councilmember Jeffrey Wise

Members Absent:
Mayor Bob Ramsey



Councilmember John Dehen

Also Present:

City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich

Deputy City Administrator/Dir. of Comm. Dev. Heidi A. Nelson




Public Works Director Brian Olson




City Engineer Tim Himmer




Interim Human Resources Representative Colleen Lasher



Development Manager Darren Lazan



City Attorney William Goodrich

1.
CALL TO ORDER

Acting Mayor Look called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Acting Mayor Look.
2.
PRESENTATION
None.
3.
CITIZEN INPUT

Al Pearson, 14821 Bowers Drive, thanked the Ramsey Happy Days Committee for selecting him as Grand Marshal.  He noted he was impressed with the City staff, public works, and Police and Fire Departments.  He thanked the City staff for all they did.  
The Council thanked all of the residents and Mr. Pearson who assisted at Happy Days.

John Enstrom, 8702 181st Avenue, stated the City of Ramsey did hunting licenses backwards.  He noted the state law said someone had to get permission to hunt on land before a license was issued and this was not the way the City had done this.  He requested this be changed.  
4.
APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the agenda as presented.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers Jeffrey, Elvig, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.
5.
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

5.01 Receive Building Permits Approved for August 2010
5.02
Note the following Meeting Minutes:


a)
Environmental Policy Board – August 2, 2010


b)
Board of Adjustment – August 5, 2010


c)
Planning Commission – August 5, 2010


d)
Economic Development Authority – August 12, 2010

5.02 Approve the following Rental Licenses:
Jeffrey Golden, 7382 – 147th Lane NW, Ramsey for same

Sharon Magee, 13900 Chestnut Drive, Eden Prairie, MN, for 15469 Iodine Street NW, 

5.04
Introduce Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 04-33 to Provide for Reimbursement for 
the Purchase of a Computer

5.05
Adopt Resolution #10-10-225 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and 

Authorizing Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received during the Period of 
September 20, 2010 through October 5, 2010

5.06
Adopt Resolution #10-10-226 Authorizing the Execution of the Agreement with the 
Minnesota Department of Public Safety and the City of Blaine for the DWI Task Force 
Grant
5.07
Adopt Resolution #10-10-227 Creating a Bike Lane on 465 Feet of Rhinestone Street, 
SweetBay Ridge

5.08
Report from Personnel Committee

1)
Consider Resolution Authorizing Staff to Reorganize Administrative Services – 


Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Committee and adopt Resolution 


#10-10-228 authorizing staff to reorganize Administrative Services.


2)
Consider Resolution Eliminating the Assistant City Engineer Position – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee and adopt Resolution #10-10-229 


eliminating the Assistant City Engineer Position

5.09 Report from Finance Committee

1)
Extension of audit Contract with Malloy, Montague, Karnowski, Radosevich 

(MMKR) for Year 2010 Services – Ratify the recommendation of the Finance 
Committee and extend the auditing services contract with MMKR for 2010.

5.010 Report from Public Works

1) Request for Mutual Aid Agreement from the City of Elk River – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and enter into a Mutual Aid Agreement with the City of Elk River for the purpose of supplying public works personnel and equipment in the event of a storm or other disaster.
2) Update for Well House #3 Exterior – this item was approved on the City Council meeting of September.  It had to be expedited due to the time of year and potential frost charges.
3) Consider Requests for the Installation of Street lights at Various Locations within the City – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and direct staff to install priority streetlights at the intersection of Ute Street and County Road 217, and 152nd Avenue and Erkium Street (TH 47 frontage road) to be funded by the streetlight utility fund, and to install a streetlight near the skateboard park located within Alpine park to be funded by the park general fund and/or miscellaneous professional services account.
4) Consider Installation of Pedestrian Ramps – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and authorize a portion of the fund balance for the Street Maintenance Program to be used for the installation of deficient or missing pedestrian ramps in the amount of $45,000.
5) MnDOT Response to Sign Request at 16261 St. Francis Boulevard Access – ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and give this to the resident with respect to the site line.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers Jeffrey, Elvig, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

6.
PUBLIC HEARING

6.01:
Public Hearing for 3.2% Off Sale Liquor License; Case of Northern Tier Retail LLC D/B/A SuperAmerica #4508 Located at 14000 St. Francis Boulevard
Acting Mayor Look closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:06 p.m. in order to conduct a public hearing.

Public Hearing

Acting Mayor Look called the public hearing to order at 7:06 p.m.

Presentation

City Attorney Goodrich reviewed the staff report.

Citizen Input

There was none.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Jeffrey, to close the public hearing.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers Elvig, Jeffrey, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

The public hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m.

Council Business

Acting Mayor Look called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:08 p.m.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve a 3.2 Off Sale Liquor License for Northern Tier Retail LLC d/b/a SuperAmerica #4508.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Jeffrey, and McGlone.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

7.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
7.01:
Approve Purchase Agreement, Lease Agreement and Loan Agreement for the Purchase of Property Located in the Highway 10 Corridor (7751 Highway 10 NW)
City Attorney Goodrich reviewed the staff report.

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Jeffrey, to authorize the City to enter into a Loan Agreement between the Metropolitan Council and City of Ramsey for Protective Acquisition of Highway Right-of-Way for the parcel located at 7751 Highway 10 NW in the City in the amount not to exceed $682,970.00 and to enter into a lease agreement with Todd Bialon upon those terms as defined in the attached Lease Data Sheet, contingent upon the City closing on the property which is the subject of the lease and contingent upon City Attorney approval of the final legal form.
Further discussion: Councilmember Wise stated he was concerned the Metropolitan Council’s transportation plan has been changed, but fortunately this property would be leased and tax dollars would come back to the City.  However, at the end of the first term this could possibly be another piece of property that would not be on the tax rolls.  He encouraged residents to call the Metropolitan Council and representatives urging them to not “pull the rug out” from Ramsey.
Councilmember Jeffrey stated he would support this because the property was leased.

Councilmember Elvig stated he would support this as the property was leased and would be on the tax rolls.

Acting Mayor Look stated he would also support this because the property was on the tax roll and he believed the taxpayers were savings dollars by purchasing the property at today’s market prices.  
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers McGlone, Jeffrey, Elvig,  and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

7.02:
Receive Property Owner Petition for Utility and Roadway Improvements to Serve the Proposed Legacy Christian Academy, and Award a Contract to Perform the Feasibility Study for Such Improvements
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to accept the infrastructure improvement petition and award a contract to Boltman, Inc. in the amount of $3,800 to prepare a feasibility study for the requested improvements.
Further discussion: Councilmember McGlone stated he was concerned they were adding a very long cul-de-sac in the City.  He asked if the study would consider looking at an exit to Puma Street so there was more than one exit.  City Engineer Himmer responded this study would not address this and the idea for a second access would be for fire and emergency vehicles only.  Public Works Director Olson stated if Council wanted that Puma Street be constructed, the developer was not interested in paying for Puma Street at this point.  He summarized the ways this could be handled.  He noted a financing package would need be worked out when the feasibility study was prepared.  Councilmember Elvig stated he had very little interest in a cul-de-sac this long.  Councilmember McGlone believed Puma Street was necessary for this project.  Michael Timari, 17940 Baugh Street NW, representing Legacy Christian Academy, summarized the project phases.  Public Works Director Olson noted after the feasibility was prepared, the Council would have the opportunity to work out the details.  Councilmember Elvig stated he wanted to see a feasibility study that determined the costs for another access.  He expressed concern about the traffic.  He proposed the City take care of the cost above and beyond with the funds being reimbursed in the future when other properties were sold.  City Engineer Himmer noted the feasibility study would not address traffic.  He stated the feasibility was just to talk about cost, schedule, and timing.  The traffic analysis was the applicant’s responsibility.  He stated he could look at the cost of getting Puma Street just up to minimum standards, or they could look at doing the road overlay vs. reconstruction.  Councilmember Elvig asked if he would have the opportunity to review and approve the costs at some point.  Mr. Olson responded at the time when Council’s approval was necessary for the site plan.  Mr. Timari noted currently Puma was an accessible, graded road maintained by the City.  He believed the Council’s concerns could be addressed.  He noted Legacy could not afford access all of the way from Alpine and Bunker Lake.  Public Works Director Olson stated staff had heard that there needed access both ways and would work on language, costs, and details as a part of the feasibility study.  Mr. Timari stated they were asking approval of the current feasibility as it was and the Council’s issues could be worked on with staff.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers Elvig, Jeffrey, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

7.03:
Consider Objection to the Special Assessment for City Project 10-02, Crack Sealing and Sealcoating of Peltzer Addition from the 2010 Street Maintenance Program
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to deny the MPCA objection to assessment for City project 10-02, and levy the assessment in the amount of $662.48.
Further discussion: Councilmember Elvig requested staff research if the applicant cannot sell the land at this time due to Federal regulations.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers Elvig, Jeffrey, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

7.04:
Consider Award of Contract for City Project #10-07, Alpine Drive and Roanoke Street Improvements
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve Resolution 10-10-230 awarding a contract for City project #10-07, Alpine Drive and Roanoke Street Improvements, to Rum River Contracting in the amount of $437,833.43.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Look, Councilmembers Elvig, Jeffrey, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

7.05:
Consider Authorization to Hire an Economic Development/Marketing Manager
Interim Human Resources Representative Lasher reviewed the staff report.

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to confirm the recommendation of the Personnel Committee and adopt Resolution #10-10-231 hiring Aaron Backman for the Economic Development/Marketing Manager position effective on or near November 1, 2010, at $34.78 per hour, with credit for 5 days of vacation time and a six-month probationary period.
Further discussion: Councilmember Elvig stated he would support this.  He noted it was important someone was out there attempting to get projects into the City.  He stated the rest of the City, other than The COR, needed attention also.  Acting Mayor Look stated he was not in favor of adding staffing with the down turn of the economy.  He believes this gentleman was very qualified and he had no doubts he was a professional in his field.  He questioned the projects out there now, the ability to finance, and the return on the City’s investment.  He agreed more economic development is needed in the City.  He was concerned with overlap and redundancy with Landform also.  He indicated he would not support this, but not because he did not feel Mr. Backman wasn’t qualified, but because he was reluctant to increase staffing levels in the City.  Councilmember McGlone stated while he was not in the interviewing process, the issue is that this is not a good economy and the time to have somebody working hard is now and he believed the position should be replaced at this time.  He noted Landform was the development manager of one certain project and not the entire City. 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Councilmembers Elvig, Jeffrey, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: Acting Mayor Look.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmember Dehen.

8.
MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT


The following items were noted:

a.
Candidate One on One – Thursday, October 14 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at Connexus Energy in Ramsey – Come and meet your candidates who are running for State House and State Senate seats in our area.

b.
Farmers Market – Thursday, October 14 from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Rhinestone Commons Park, just west of PACT Charter School.

c.
Taste of Community – Thursday, October 14 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. – Greenhaven in Anoka.  Great wine and food plus the proceeds benefit Youth First Community of Promise

d.
Veterans Community Based Outpatient Clinic Groundbreaking – Last week in October (details to follow) – Reception to immediately follow at The Fountains of Ramsey

e.
Business After Hours Opportunity – Tuesday, October 19 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Village Bank in Ramsey.  This networking event is sponsored by the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce and Village Bank.

f.
County Open House – Wednesday, October 20, 5:00 p.m. to review potential sound walls at City Hall, Alexander Room.
9.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to adjourn the meeting.

Motion carried.

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

Kurtis G. Ulrich

City Administrator 

ATTEST:

______________________________

Jo Ann M. Thieling

City Clerk

Drafted by Kathy Altman

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.

City Council / October 12, 2010
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