CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION

CITY OF RAMSEY

ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, October 12, 2010, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.

Members Present:
Mayor Bob Ramsey

Councilmember John Dehen




Councilmember David Elvig




Councilmember David Jeffrey




Councilmember Matt Look




Councilmember Colin McGlone




Councilmember Jeffrey Wise

Also Present:

City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson




Police Chief James Way




Attorney William Goodrich




Public Works Director Brian Olson




City Engineer Tim Himmer




Fire Chief Dean Kapler




City Clerk Jo Thieling




Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson

Human Resources Representatives Colleen Lasher

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ramsey turned the meeting over to Councilmember Look.

Acting Mayor Look called the City Council Work Session to order at 5:59 p.m.

APPROVE AGENDA

The agenda was approved as submitted.

COUNCIL TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1)
Discuss Secondhand Goods Dealers’ License Fee
City Clerk Thieling reviewed the staff report.
Mayor Ramsey inquired if the fee could be reduced in this case.  

City Attorney Goodrich responded the Council did not have the authority to do this.  

Councilmember McGlone stated he would like to see the fee, reporting, etc. be abolished.  He believed the fee was ridiculous and the City should not require the business to do anything special.  He noted the State had laws that addressed this and he did not want to create more work for staff and the Police Department.  
Police Chief Way noted while this was not a pawnshop if this business was not required to obtain information on the property received, it would be an avenue for people to sell stolen property.  
City Attorney Goodrich noted certain property could be exempted if the Council wanted.  

Environmental Coordinator summarized the recycling requirements for this type of business.
Acting Mayor Look stated he was not opposed to the tracking programs pawnshops had to go through.  With respect to appliances, as long as the recycling was kept indoors, he did not have a problem with it, but he did not want to see a fee imposed.  He stated as long as they were limited as to what they could take in (i.e. no tv’s power tools, etc.); he was okay with the approval.
Mayor Ramsey believed staff’s recommendations were good.

Councilmember McGlone stated he would like to get rid of the rule and not give this business special treatment.  
Councilmember Wise stated he was opposed to any fee.

It was the Council’s consensus to not charge a fee.

2)
Review City Newsletter/Marketing Contract
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed staff’s report.
Councilmember McGlone cautioned the Council that Youth First was solely contractual and any information received from the attorney, in his opinion, could not be considered.  He noted the only issue to consider was the City’s contractual obligation with Youth First Marketing.  
Councilmember Dehen noted if invoices had been requested and if Youth First Marketing had not sent them, then the relationship should be terminated.  

Councilmember Jeffrey agreed that the relationship should be terminated.  

Councilmember Wise stated he wanted the accounting problem fixed and recommended that when invoices went out to the businesses, they also be sent to Council.  
City Administrator Ulrich stated staff would follow up with the vendor who wanted to work something out with the City and move on.

Councilmember McGlone noted the marketing model might not work and that should be looked at.  

Councilmember Dehen believed the City needed more information before changing the model.  

Councilmember Elvig recommended if the City gets into this type of program again, that the checks be written directly to the City and the City pays the marketing company.  

It was the Council’s consensus to make a formal demand for the money owed and terminate the contract with Youth First Marketing if that is what the vendor wants.  

3)
Update on the Noise Wall Analysis for the CSAH 116 (Bunker Lake Boulevard) 
Reconstruction Project, between Basalt to Germanium Street
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.
Councilmember Elvig stated he did not want any walls put up.
Councilmember Dehen stated he also did not walls and asked if berms could be put up

Public Works Director Olson noted berms needed a lot of land, the land was not there in this area, and that berms would not decrease the noise to an acceptable level.
Acting Mayor Look stated the purpose of the wall was to reduce the decibels to five and when they went out for Federal dollars there were strings attached, which was what they were finding out now.  He noted those strings could be detrimental as to how the City wanted the project completed.
MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT

City Administrator Ulrich noted the Wilson structure had been removed and there would be a sign put on the land that the site would be a future home of the Ramsey Rail Station.
ADJOURNMENT

The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Kurtis G. Ulrich

City Administrator

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Jo Ann M. Thieling

City Clerk

Drafted by Kathy Altman 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
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