CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION

CITY OF RAMSEY

ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, October 26, 2010, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.

Members Present:
Mayor Bob Ramsey




Councilmember John Dehen




Councilmember David Elvig




Councilmember David Jeffrey




Councilmember Matt Look




Councilmember Colin McGlone




Councilmember Jeffrey Wise

Also Present:

City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson




Finance Officer Diana Lund 

Public Works Director Brian Olson




Associate Planner Tim Gladhill

Parks Supervisor Mark Riverblood

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ramsey called the City Council Work Session to order at 5:28 p.m.

APPROVE AGENDA

The agenda was approved as submitted.

COUNCIL TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1)
Review Draft Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Plan for the New COR TIF District
Deputy City Administrator Nelson reviewed staff’s report.
Tom Denaway, Springsted Analyst, presented what TIF is; how TIF is calculated; how a TIF district is created; process for approving the TIF district; what a TIF plan does and does not do; eligible costs; public improvements costs allowed and not allowed; impact of fiscal disparity calculation; Ramsey Special Legislation – eligible costs; proposed TIF plan expense, revenue, and plan budgets; City Council next steps.
Michaela Huot, Springsted Consultant/Assistant-Vice President, was present for questions.
Council discussed the disparity issue.  Deputy City Administrator Nelson noted another worksession would be scheduled to continue the disparity issue at the end of November.

It was Council’s consensus to move forward with the establishment of the TIF District.

2)
Prima Water Park Concept Plan at 7550 Highway 10 NW

Associate Planner Gladhill reviewed staff’s report.

The applicants presented the concept plan for a cable water sport system as well as answered various questions from Council including the number of people being towed

It was Council’s consensus that they liked the concept and believed it would be a big draw into the City.  

3)
Consider Establishing a Ramsey Rail Station Committee
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed staff’s report.
Councilmember Wise stated he was not in favor of establishing a Committee.  
There was a consensus to proceed with the Committee with Mayor Ramsey, Councilmember Elvig, and Councilmember Dehen.

It as Council’s consensus to use Get on Board at Ramsey Station.
4)
Discuss Winter Recreation Opportunities for The Draw
Parks Supervisor Riverblood reviewed staff’s report.
It was Council’s consensus that they liked the concept for skating and requested staff to look at alternative temporary shelters.
5)
Report 2010 Strategic Goals and Work Plan
Continued to a future Work session.
MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT

None

ADJOURNMENT

The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Kurtis G. Ulrich

City Administrator

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Jo Ann M. Thieling

City Clerk

Drafted by Kathy Altman 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
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