
TABLE OF CONTENTS

21.
CALL TO ORDER
 

22.
PRESENTATION 


23.
CITIZEN INPUT 


34.
APPROVE AGENDA 


35.
CONSENT AGENDA 


46.
PUBLIC HEARING 


47.
COUNCIL BUSINESS 


47.01:
Request for Home Occupation Permit to Operate a Lawn Care and Landscape Service at 14200 Tungsten St NW; Case of Justin Dahl 


77.02:
Consider Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) with Anoka County for the Intersection Reconstruction and Signalization at County State Aid Highway 57 (Sunfish Lake Boulevard) and Alpine Drive 


77.03:
Adopt Ordinance to Rezone Property R-1, R-2, R-3 Residential to Public/Quasi Public

88.
MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT
 

89.
ADJOURNMENT 




CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF RAMSEY

ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 9, 2010, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.

Members Present:
Mayor Bob Ramsey




Councilmember John Dehen




Councilmember David Elvig




Councilmember David Jeffrey




Councilmember Colin McGlone (arrived at 7:05 p.m.)



Councilmember Jeffrey Wise (arrived at 7:05 p.m.)
Members Absent:
Councilmember Matt Look
Also Present:

City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson

Planning Manager Amber Miller




Public Works Director Brian Olson




Associate Planner Timothy Gladhill




City Engineer Tim Himmer




Finance Director Diana Lund



Councilmember Elect Jason Tossey



Councilmember Elect Randy Backous



Development Manager Darren Lazan



City Attorney William Goodrich

1.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:03 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey.
2.
PRESENTATION
None.
3.
CITIZEN INPUT

Frank Yamatpour of Sunfish Express off Sunfish Lake Boulevard, expressed concern regarding the road improvements being proposed.
4.
APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the agenda as presented.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Jeffrey, Elvig, and Dehen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Look, McGlone, and Wise.
5.
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

5.01 Receive Report of Pooled Cash Flows for period Ended October 31, 2010
5.02 Receive September Year-to-Date Financial Reports

5.03 Receive Cul-de-sac Plowing Update

5.04 Accept the Feasibility Study for Infrastructure Improvements Associated with the Legacy Christian Academy Development, and Call for the Public Hearing

5.05 Note the following Commission Meeting Minutes:
a. Economic Development Authority – September 9, 2010
b. Planning Commission – Special – September 16, 2010

5.06 Consider Award of Contract for the Culvert Replacement under 176th Lane NW
5.07 Consider ICWC contract for 2011

5.08 Approve the following License Applications:

Temporary On-Sale Liquor

Church of St. Katharine Drexel, 7101 – 143rd Avenue NW, Ramsey, MN  55303

5.09
Introduction of 2011 Schedule of Rates, Fees and Charges and Call for a Public Hearing

5.10
Adopt Resolution #10-10-246 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 
Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received during the Period of October 20, 2010 
through November 3, 2010
5.011 Report from Personnel Committee

a. Consider a Resolution Authorizing the Hire of an Accountant I – Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Committee and Adopt Resolution #10-11-247 authorizing the hire of an Accountant I

5.012 Report from Public Works

a. Information on North Metro Mayors Association (NMMA) Joint Purchasing Program – No action required – informational purposes only
b. Consider Updating Right of Way Permitting Process – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and authorize staff to execute a contract with First scribe for ROW permitting software package
c. Discussion of Options for Parking Signs on Private Streets in Townhome Developments – No action required – for informational purposes only
d. Update on Erosion Control Escrow Activities – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and reaffirm the current policy as is
e. Consider Contract Revisions for the Reconstruction of Armstrong Boulevard Improvement Project #06-20 – This case was ratified at the October 26, 2010 CC meeting.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Jeffrey, Elvig, and Dehen, Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Look, McGlone, and Wise.
6.
PUBLIC HEARING

None.

Councilmember McGlone and Wise arrived at 7:05 p.m.

7.
COUNCIL BUSINESS
7.01:
Request for Home Occupation Permit to Operate a Lawn Care and Landscape Service at 14200 Tungsten St NW; Case of Justin Dahl
Associate Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report.

Mayor Ramsey noted this was a smaller lot with a lot of equipment and employee parking, which impacted his neighbors.  He suggested the equipment be stored off-site.
Justin Dahl, 14200 Tungsten Street, explained his wife’s two cars went into the garage.  He has two trucks that would be parked in his driveway.  He noted the trailer he used everyday during the season and he had checked into storage, which was expensive.  He noted his driveway sits back 150 feet.  He stated the lawnmower in the yard was fixed and was no longer in the yard.  He stated he tried to keep his yard and vehicles clean.  He stated he did not build the garage and he would keep as much equipment in the garage as possible.  He noted the reason he moved to the City was because of the large detached garage.  He stated if he had to store his trailer somewhere else, it would affect him.  He stated he would try and put the trailer in the garage as much as possible.  He agreed to put up a fence.  He stated he also owned a dirt bike and a motorcycle.  
Tony Stone, 14210 Tungsten Street, stated he lives to the right of the property.  He stated he has lived in the City since 2002.  He stated the previous owner was in construction and stored equipment in his yard and there were no complaints.  He stated Mr. Dahl was a good neighbor and if this home business were not allowed, it would impact Mr. Dahl and his family.  He agreed at times the employee parking on the street was difficult, but he had spoken with Mr. Dahl about this and Mr. Dahl agreed to work on this issue.  He did not believe there were any other neighbors impacted by this business.  
Councilmember Dehen stated the Council was not interested in kicking any residents out, but this area was residential and not commercial.  He stated the issue was that neighborhoods were for neighborhoods and not for businesses.  He stated the Council wanted to see businesses succeed, but this was a residential area.
Councilmember Wise stated he has never opposed a home occupation request, except for this one.  He indicated a concern was the monitoring of the business.  He noted there was a lot of equipment in the driveway and this was a small lot.  He indicated if the lot were larger, he would probably be voting differently.  
Councilmember McGlone stated the system was complaint based and there had been a complaint received.  He noted what the previous owner did or did not do with the property, was not the issue.  He indicated the Council now had to address this issue because of the complaint, which was received.  He stated he had a storage facility which cost him $45.00 per month and he would be willing to share this information with the applicant.  He believed this business needed to consider different options due to its size.

Councilmember Elvig noted this was a difficult decision to make.  He indicated the applicant could still run his business out of his home, but he needed to do things differently with respect to his equipment and employee parking.  He stated if there were some change, he would not have a problem with the business being run out of the home. 
Mayor Ramsey noted the equipment and employee parking was the issue; not the business being ran out of the home. 
Mr. Dahl stated the enclosed trailer and little trailer were no longer there.  He stated those trailers were there last winter because they had just moved in.  He noted in the winter months all that would be in his yard was the two trucks and no trailers.  He stated in the summer, all that was there was two trucks and one enclosed trailer.  He stated he would tell his employees they needed to carpool, so there would only be one car either in his driveway or on the street.  He noted the employees came to his home roughly 3 days a week and worked 14-15 hours a day for those three days.  He noted if his trailer was not signed and if the employees only had one car nobody would know he had this business in his home.  Associate Planner Gladhill noted the complaint indicated the trailer was a concern, but it was also the parking of the employees on the street which was an issue.
Associate Planner Gladhill noted a couple of ideas staff had been discussing with the applicant was parking the enclosed trailer in the garage and have the non-resident employees’ park off site or at the job locations and be picked up by the applicant.  
Councilmember Elvig stated the four-wheeler was not an issue and neither was the lawnmower parking in the yard while the applicant worked on it.  He recommended tabling this one more time to allow staff and the applicant to work on this further.

Associate Planner Gladhill noted the Council also had the ability to approve an alternative request with a review in six months.
Councilmember Jeffrey noted if there were not concessions made, he would not approve this request.  He acknowledged putting the trailer in the garage at night was an inconvenience, but it was necessity.
Councilmember McGlone stated carpooling was unreliable.  He did not believe things were going to change.  He did not believe this was only a summer business and it was a business that did not belong in a residential area.  
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to Adopt Resolution #10-10-248 adopting Findings of Fact #0880 in the negative and deny the request for a home occupation permit, with change to Findings of Fact 29 as stated.  
Further discussion: Councilmember Elvig offered to deny the permit with a stay of the denial for six months with conditions and if the conditions can be met on a regular basis without further complaint that the applicant can come back for approval.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Elvig, Jeffrey, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Look.
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Dehen, to deny the application based on the Findings of Fact.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Jeffrey, to amended the motion to state:  Motion to deny staying for a six months period of time to allow applicant to come into compliance, if he can, after which time the applicant can reapply for a home permit.  

Further Discussion:  Councilmember Wise expressed concern that this was setting a precedent.  He noted this was too small of a lot and the City did not have the ability to monitor this.  

Amended Motion failed.  Voting Yes: Councilmembers Jeffrey and Elvig.  Voting No:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, McGlone, and Wise.  Absent:  Councilmember Look.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Elvig, McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: Councilmember Jeffrey.  Absent:  Councilmember Look.

Mayor Ramey stated the applicant had 30 days to comply.

7.02:
Consider Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) with Anoka County for the Intersection Reconstruction and Signalization at County State Aid Highway 57 (Sunfish Lake Boulevard) and Alpine Drive
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.

Motion by Councilmember Jeffrey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to approve the JPA with Anoka County for the intersection reconstruction and signalization at CSAH 57 and Alpine Drive, to authorize staff to sign the final construction plan set if no significant changes are proposed, and to authorize the City Administrator to sign the JPA once the City Attorney has reviewed and accepted it as it relates to legal matters.
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Elvig, Jeffrey, and McGlone.  Voting No: Councilmember Wise.  Absent:  Councilmember Look.

7.03:
Adopt Ordinance to Rezone Property R-1, R-2, R-3 Residential to Public/Quasi Public
Planning Manager Miller reviewed the staff report.

Public Works Director Olson noted the feasibility study had just been prepared, but that study did not go into depth as to who was responsible for which costs, but this would be figured out by December 14.
Councilmember Elvig requested an update prior to December 14.  

City Attorney Goodrich recommended the following language:  “And upon approval of the final plat of the subject property”.

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Jeffrey, to waive the reading of the Ordinance per City Charter and adopt Ordinance #10-15 to approve the request for a Zoning Amendment from R-1 R-2, and R-3 Residential to Public/Quasi Public with the language presented by the City Attorney.
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary:

Councilmember Look

Absent
Councilmember McGlone
aye

Councilmember Jeffrey
aye

Councilmember Elvig

aye

Councilmember Wise

aye

Councilmember Dehen
aye

Mayor Ramsey

aye

Motion carried.

8.
MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT

The following items were noted under Mayor/Council/Staff Input

1)
Ramsey EDA Fall Business Networking Event - 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. in the Alexander Ramsey Room at the Ramsey Municipal Center
2)
Councilmembers-Elect.  Councilmembers Elect Tossey and Backous introduced themselves.

3)
Election Results.  Mayor Ramsey congratulated Councilmember Dehen for his election to District Judge, Councilmember Look for his election to County Commissioner, and Councilmember Elvig for his reelection to the City Council.
4)
Public Meeting re Highway #10 and Armstrong Boulevard.  Public Works Director Olson stated there was a public meeting next Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. in the Alexander Ramsey Room for the Highway 10 and Armstrong Boulevard presentation.
5)
City Offices Closed in Observance of Veterans Day.  City Administrator Ulrich noted City Hall was closed on Thursday, November 11 in honor of Veteran’s Day.

6)
Snowmobile Corral in Town Center Area.  City Administrator Ulrich noted staff was working on a proposal for a snowmobile corral in the Town Center area.

7)
Mayor’s Trail Ride for 2011.  Mayor Ramsey noted the Mayor’s Trail Ride is scheduled for January 22, 2011.
9.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to adjourn the meeting.

Motion carried.

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________

Kurtis G. Ulrich

City Administrator 

ATTEST:

______________________________

Jo Ann M. Thieling

City Clerk

Drafted by Kathy Altman

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
City Council / November 9, 2010
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