
               

City of Ramsey

Agenda

Public Works Committee

Tuesday January 18, 2011

5:30 pm

Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

             

 
1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2010  
 

5. Committee Business
 

1. Nominate Chair and Vice-Chair for the Public Works Committee  
 

2. Proposal to Retrofits Lighting at Public Works Campus  
 

3. Consider Change Order for IP 08-34 151st Avenue, 152nd Avenue and Fluorine Street

Improvements

 

 

4. Consider Priority Streetlighting along County Road 116 (Bunker Lake Boulevard)  
 

5. Review of Potential Pond Cleaning Project Near 155th Lane NW and Armstrong Boulevard  
 

6. Consider Request to Purchase a Drainage and Utility Easement at 7319 162nd Lane NW  
 

7. Consider Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Grant for Wellhead Protection Implementation  
 

8. Consider Offer to Purchase a Drainage & Utility Easement for the Chameleon Street NW Paving

Project

 

 

9. Consider Request for the Installation of a 4-Way Stop at the Intersection of Armstrong Boulevard

and Alpine Drive. 

 

 

 

10. Consider Plan for Potential Soil Import to the COR  
 

11. Consider Award of a Contract for Engineering Services to Perform the City's Required Annual

Bridge Inspections and Rreporting.

 

 

6. Committee/Staff Input

Review Annual Snow Activities



 

7. Adjournment
 



Public Works Committee Item #:  4. 1.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

Information

Title:

Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2010

Background:

Approve Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2010

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2010

Attachments

PW Minutes 11.16.10

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Amy Dietl 01/13/2011 02:15 PM

Kurt Ulrich Amy Dietl 01/13/2011 02:15 PM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 01/13/2011 02:00 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 16, 2010 at 

the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson David Elvig 

    Councilmember John Dehen (arrived at 5:40 p.m.) 

    Councilmember Colin McGlone 

    Mayor Bob Ramsey 

 

Also Present:   City Administrator Kurt Ulrich 

Deputy City Administrator Heidi Nelson 

Public Works Director Brian Olson  

    City Engineer Tim Himmer 

    Parks Supervisor Mark Riverblood 

Public Works Supervisor Grant Reimer 

    Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

    Councilmember Elect Jason Tossey 

    Councilmember Jeff Wise 

    Councilmember David Jeffrey 

    Councilmember Elect Randy Backous 

    Development Manager Darren Lazan 

    Associate Planner Tim Gladhill 

    Planning Manager Amber Miller 

    Building Official Mick Kaehler 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Elvig called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:32 

p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

There was none. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the agenda, as 

presented.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Elvig and Councilmember McGlone and Mayor 

Ramsey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Dehen. 
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APPROVE MINUTES 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Elvig, to approve the minutes 

from the October 19, 2010 Public Works Meeting. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Elvig and Councilmembers McGlone and Mayor 

Ramsey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Dehen. 

 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Consider Initiating Landscape Improvements for North Park within the 

COR 

 

Parks Supervisor Riverblood reviewed the staff report. 

 

Councilmember McGlone stated he did not support this as the City just spent three million across 

the road and this was in the same development.  He stated this was not in the budget and he did 

not want to rely on the public to maintain it.  He stated with respect to the community garden, he 

did not see the benefit of it.  He stated he wanted to see the numbers as to how many wanted this.   

 

Mayor Ramsey agreed. 

 

Parks Supervisor Riverblood stated staff would like to at a minimum get top soil in the area and 

put in some grass.  He noted there was also the look with the brown area and the residents were 

concerned that would hamper development as well.  He did not believe this request would tax the 

budget significantly. 

 

Councilmember Dehen arrived at 5:40 p.m. 

 

Public Works Director Olson believed this was a reasonable request and appreciated the citizens 

participation. 

 

Chairperson Elvig stated he wanted to do something in the area.  He questioned if there would be 

enough activity for the park to be used.  He stated he did not agree with the residents mowing the 

lawn.  He indicated he liked the community garden proposal.   

 

Councilmember Elect Tossey stated the residents in the area were very motivated and where in it 

for the long haul.  He indicated he was concerned about the maintenance of the lawn.  However, 

the residents had offered to raise their homeowners association dues to cover the cost of hiring a 

service to mow the lawn.  He stated he would like to see something done with that area though. 

 

Councilmember Dehen stated he was adverse to putting more parks online, but he understood the 

expectations to create something.  He noted he was in favor of putting in the boulevard trees and 

getting some type of coverage.   
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Councilmember McGlone stated he was not in favor of even putting in topsoil at this time.  He 

indicated he was not saying a park would not be put in the future, but there was not funding for a 

park at this time.  He stated he was opposed to using City spec topsoil also.  He recommended 

selling the land.   

 

Chairperson Elvig agreed the topsoil should be what a developer would be required to put in. 

 

It was the Committee’s consensus for to move forward and get coverage on the land with staff 

looking at cost-neutral options.   

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Dehen, to recommend that the 

Public Works do grading and topsoil to spec and get vegetation coverage on the land. 

 

Councilmember McGlone requested an amendment to the motion for nothing to happen until the 

Committee receives further information.   

 

Parks Supervisor Riverblood agreed the best approach would be to do nothing. 

 

Chairperson Elvig retracted his motion.  Councilmember Dehen retracted his second. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Dehen to table. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Elvig and Councilmembers McGlone and Dehen.  

Voting No: None.  

 

Case #2: Preview 2010 – 2011 Winter Ice Skating Maintenance 

 

Parks Supervisor reviewed the staff report.   

 

No action required. 

 

Case #3: Discuss the Options for Parking Signs on Private Streets in Townhome 

Developments 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 

 

Fire Chief Kapler believed this was a fair compromise.   

 

Councilmember Dehen stated he did not like to set precedence, but this was not an unreasonable 

request.   

 

Fire Chief Kapler stated it was reasonable to have the townhome association sign a document 

stating if the signs needed replacement, the townhome association would be responsible for the 

replacement.   

 

Councilmember Dehen asked what was the remedy if the signs were not replaced.   
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Councilmember McGlone noted this was a safety issue and it was necessary for the signs to be 

put in.  He recommended some sort of a penalty be put in the agreement if the signs were not 

replaced. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Elvig, to recommend that the 

City Council authorize the parking signs on private streets in townhome developments after 

discussion with the City Attorney. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Elvig and Councilmembers McGlone and Dehen.  

Voting No: None. 

 

Case #4: Consider Right-of-Way Permit for the Installation of a Driveway Along 

Variolite Street at 7619 157
th

 Avenue NW 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 

 

Councilmember McGlone noted the Committee had to look if the structure proposed would 

require a variance.   

 

Associate Planner Gladhill stated he had spoken with the applicants and he believed the structure 

would be under the square footage allowed for that lot size.   

 

Councilmember Dehen stated he was concerned about the future and what would happen to the 

access with a busy road.  He recommended this be approved under an interim status with 

periodic renewals.   

 

Chairperson Elvig stated he agreed this was a reasonable request, but there would probably be an 

issue with access in the future.   

 

The applicants noted this building was for hobby shop purposes only and they would not be 

running a home business out of it.   

 

Chairperson Elvig expressed concern about setting precedence as there were other properties 

along this road in the same situation.   

 

Councilmember McGlone stated the access could come off the existing driveway also. 

 

City Engineer Himmer recommended the access component be brought into the overall picture 

and look at adding the driveway to the west side.   

 

Motion by Chairperson Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to recommend staff 

investigate putting the driveway on the west side and if that proposal became a hardship that this 

be brought back with Findings for reconsideration. 
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The applicant noted if the driveway went to the west, the new shed would have to come out, the 

fire pit, the garden, and all of the trees.  Chairperson Elvig acknowledged their concerns, but it 

was necessary to go through the process for the Committee to understand these hardships.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Elvig and Councilmembers McGlone and Dehen.  

Voting No: None. 

 

COMMITTEE INPUT 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Dehen, seconded by Councilmember McGlone to adjourn the Public 

Works Meeting.  

 

Motion carried.   

 

The regular meeting of the Public Works Committee adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian Olson 

Public Works Director  

 

 

Drafted by Kathy Altman 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 1.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

Information

Title:

Nominate Chair and Vice-Chair for the Public Works Committee

Background:

Annually, the Public Works Committee nominates a Chair and Vice-Chair for their meetings.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

No funding required.

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Motion to nominate_______________ as Chair and________________ as Vice-Chair of the Public Works

Committee. 

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/13/2011 11:44 AM

Kurt Ulrich Amy Dietl 01/13/2011 01:42 PM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 01/13/2011 11:16 AM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 



Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 2.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

Information

Title:

Proposal to Retrofits Lighting at Public Works Campus

Background:

In the interest of becoming more “green” and lowering energy costs, staff looked for areas that could yield potential

energy savings. After some discussion it was decided that our shop lighting system would be a logical place to start.

Currently the shops are lit with metal halide bulbs and T-12 florescent lights. Our energy supplier, Connexus

Energy, was contacted for suggestions and information on what rebates would be available to help subsidize the

project. After meeting with Connexus representatives, the suggested plan of action was to replace all the metal

halide and T-12 florescent bulbs currently in use. The new system would be a combination of new generation

fluorescent bulbs and LED lighting. Some of the fixtures would be equipped with motion sensors as well. An RFP

was sent out in November and quotes were received in late December from three contactors; Sterling Electric, S&S

Electric and AID Electric. S&S Electric withdrew their bid at a later date. 

 

AID Electric came in with the most competitive bid with a total cost for all three buildings at $16,314.00. Minus the

rebates from Connexus which, total $4,871.00, net cost of the project would be $11,443.00.

The lighting improvement would be dramatic over the current system and more energy efficient. Pay back rates on

the lighting improvement run from 2.6 years to 8.7 years, depending on the building.

 

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Public Facilities Fund (The projected balance at the end of 2011 is about $128,000.) 

 

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Public Works Committee recommend to City Council approval of the project and

approve contracting with AID Electric for the installation. 

 

Committee Action:

Motion to recommend to the City Council approval of the project and approve contracting with AID Electric for the

installation. 

 

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:44 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 11:27 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 01/12/2011 03:37 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 



Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 3.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

By: Len Linton

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider Change Order for IP 08-34 151st Avenue, 152nd Avenue and Fluorine Street Improvements

Background:

The City recieved a petition from the residents on 151st Avenue, 152nd Avenue and Fluorine Street requesting that

the gravel streets be paved. The petition was accepted by the City Council and Plans were ordered. The project was

designed with final grades matching existing grades to the maximum extent possible. The earthwork quantity on the

bid form compared the existing grades to the final grades. The quantity of soil removed from the site exceeded the

bid quantity and the contractor submitted a request for a change order. Staff reviewed the request and found that the

thickness of the pavement section was not included in the original earthwork quantity. Additional earthwork was

required when grades were adjusted in the field to make the transition from the existing paved driveways to the new

street smoother.

 

The project is now substantially complete, with only restoration and punchlist work to be completed in the spring.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approving Change Order No. 1 for IP 08-34 151st Avenue, 152nd Avenue and Fluorine Street in

the amount of $39,063.75.

Funding Source:

The total for the increased work is $39,063.75.  This will be split with 45% being assessed to the property owners

and 55% coming from the Public Improvement Revolviong (PIR) Fund.  This split was determined based upon the

preliminary assessments referenced in the feasibility study for the project; assessments cannot exceed a 10%

increase from the preliminary costs referenced in that document.

Council Action:

Motion to approve Change Order No. 1 for IP 08-34 151st Avenue, 152nd Avenue and Fluorine Street in the

amount of $39,063.75.

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Himmer Tim Himmer 01/11/2011 04:31 PM

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:34 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 10:59 AM

Form Started By: Len Linton Started On: 01/11/2011 01:24 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 



Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 4.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

By: Tim Himmer

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider Priority Streetlighting along County Road 116 (Bunker Lake Boulevard)

Background:

Staff received a call from a resident concerned with the lack of lighting along Bunker Lake Boulevard, between

Ramsey Boulevard and Armstrong Boulevard.  After receiving the call staff performed a review of all lighting

along Bunker Lake Boulevard through the City, and the following intersections were identified as needing

streetlights under the City's priority streetlighting program: 

 

• Germanium Street

• Iodine Street

• Krypton Street

• Azurite Street (east of Basalt St.)

• Basalt Street

• Town Center Drive

• Zeolite Street

 

Connexus was contacted to prepare proposals to complete the various installations.  Attached is a copy of the

proposal received, which excludes the lights that are located along the segment of Bunker Lake Boulevard that is

scheduled for reconstruction next year (Basalt to Germanium) because they would be served by Anoka Municipal

Utilities.

Recommendation:

Because of the limited lighting along Bunker Lake Boulevard just north of the COR it is recommended to at least

perform the installation of streetlights at Town Center Drive and Zeolite Street, although they should be sited such

that there would be minimal disruption when this segment of roadway in reconstructed (tentatively planned for

2012).  If the other locations could be implemented in a similar manner, with minimal impacts to imminent

construction projects, than they shold be considered as well.

 

Staff recommends, at a minimum, the installation of priority streetlights at the intersections of Bunker Lake

Boulevard and Zeolite Street, and Bunker Lake Boulevard and Town Center Drive based upon the costs outlined in

the attached proposal.

Funding Source:

Financing for this project is proposed to come from the Priority Streetlighting Fund

Council Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

Connexus proposal

Form Review



Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:41 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 11:01 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/11/2011 05:36 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 







Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 5.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

By: Tim Himmer

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Review of Potential Pond Cleaning Project Near 155th Lane NW and Armstrong Boulevard

Background:

The resident at 8070 155th Lane NW contacted City staff last fall to express concern related to a stormwater pond

located in their backyard.  They stated that the surface water level of that pond has been dropping over the years and

has never rebounded to an acceptable level with a permanent pool.  Staff reviewed historic aerial photographs in an

effort to determine when the decline began and what might have caused it.  It is possible that there may be a

connection between the surface water in the area to the aquifers that supply the City’s municipal system. 

 

Staff is requesting the Committee’s feedback on whether we should initiate a project to remove excessive

vegetation and root mass from this pond in effort to restore some of the original hydrology, and a permanent pool

of water.  This water body is shown in the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) as a protected surface water, which

may require potential mitigation with any planned modifications.  Historically such vegetative removal has been

allowed as long as drainage patterns are not impacted and the defined quantity of material proposed to be removed

does not exceed certain thresholds, which are determined based upon wetland type and quality.

 

If directed by the PW Committee and City Council, staff is proposing to hold an open house with the immediate

residents that surround this water body to explain the concern that has been expressed and solicit their input on the

matter.  Staff will also have to contact the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization (LRRWMO) to

discuss the project and see if any remedial work can be accomplished, and under what conditions.  Following those

meetings we will return to update the PW Committee and seek direction on how to proceed.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends that it be directed to hold an open house with the adjacent property owners, investigate potential

permitting requirements with the LRRWMO, and report back to the Council for further direction.

Funding Source:

Staff time will be utilized to execute the above referenced investigation and open house.  Depending on the

outcome of such investigations, and Council direction, any proposed remedial actions would be funded by the

Storm Water Utility.

Council Action:

Recommend to the City Council to direct staff to hold an open house with the adjacent property owners, investigate

potential permitting requirements with the LRRWMO, and report back for further direction.

Attachments

Location Map

Historic water level aerial

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:35 PM



Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 10:59 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/11/2011 04:32 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 
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Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 6.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

By: Tim Himmer

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider Request to Purchase a Drainage and Utility Easement at 7319 162nd Lane NW

Background:

In 2006 the City undertook improvement project 03-20, the NW sanitary sewer and watermain extension project;

which extended municipal utilities to the BROOKFIELD and SWEETBAY RIDGE developments. Since many

easements were being investigated and secured through this area of the City it was the direction of Council to

include the acquisition of drainage and utility easements to facilitate the restoration of county ditch 3/66 to its

original dimensions. 

 

At the time the easements for the ditch cleaning were being investigated, Council was advised that consistent with

state ditch law an inherent easement existed for the perpetual maintenance of the ditch. The Council, however,

decided that to be fair to the property owners impacted by the ditch on their property the City should make offers to

purchase formal easements. For those property owners who did not accept the easement offer, the ditch law would

be relied upon for legal access to the properties for the restoration project. The project has already implemented and

was completed in 2007.

Funding Source:

When this project was first implemented all funding for the construction and easement acquisition came from the

developer, Oakwood Land Development.  Since the project has now been completed the original funding source is

no longer available, therefore the City's Storm Water Utility Fund would need to be utilized if the Council should

choose to move forward with the acquisition.

Council Action:

Based upon dicussion.

Attachments

Original offer letter

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:39 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 10:59 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/11/2011 04:47 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 







Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 7.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

By: Tim Himmer

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Grant for Wellhead Protection Implementation

Background:

In September of 2010 City staff completed a Source Water Protection Plan Implementation Grant application to

assist in off-setting some of the costs to implement the City’s Wellhead Protection Program. Attached to this case is

a copy of the application and follow-up checklist of the planned activities that the City would be required to

complete.

 

Staff applied for this grant with the idea that if we were successful in securing the funds we would bring it before

the City Council for approval prior to acceptance. The items contained within this grant application are required of

the City under our Wellhead Protection Program, so accepting this grant doesn’t obligate the City to perform

anything that would not already be necessary (attached is a summary of wellhead protection action steps the City is

required to perform).

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the grant funds to be disbursed for the implementation of the Source Water

Protection Plan.

Funding Source:

There is no funding required for this agenda item.  Staff time was used to complete the grant application.  It may be

necessary to utilize a consultant during the implementation process for certain items, as MDH has stated that staff

time is non-reimbursable, but the grant proceeds will be used to cover any such costs.

Council Action:

Motion to recommend to the City Council acceptance of the Source Water Protection Implementation grant.

Attachments

Grant application

Wellhead implementation summary

Grant agreement

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:41 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 10:59 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/11/2011 05:09 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 





































Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 8.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

By: Tim Himmer

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider Offer to Purchase a Drainage & Utility Easement for the Chameleon Street NW Paving Project

Background:

Plans are currently being prepared for City Improvement Project 09-25, the bituminous paving of Chameleon Street

NW; which includes drainage improvements. The attached Figure 3 from the feasibility study for this project

illustrates the proposed drainage improvements, which include reestablishing the three drainage ditches that convey

runoff from the roadway to the wetland area to the north and east.

 

Acquisition of an additional easement over the property at 17331 Chameleon Street would assist in making the

necessary drainage improvements that correspond to this project, and improve the existing flow routes through the

area. This additional drainage and utility easement would allow the project runoff to flow through an existing

natural swale that runs northeasterly across the property from a swale along the south property line toward Thorn

Lake. Currently drainage flows through this existing swale on the property; we are just attempting to memorialize

the route with dedicated easements and compensation to the property owner. A secondary easement is also

contemplated along the south property line, adjacent to the previously dedicated drainage and utility easement from

the SHAWN ACRES subdivision, to allow for the installation of a storm sewer pipe to preserve existing trees to the

extent feasible.

 

Staff has met with the property owners, Sandra & Gregory Dingman, to discuss the easement acquisitions. They

express a few concerns related to the requested dedication; including protection of the existing pine trees on the

south property line, and access to the rear of their property. To alleviate these concerns staff discussed the ability to

extend storm sewer pipe along the south property line beyond the tree limits, and at a convenient location within the

rear of their property to allow for vehicular access. The property owners were agreeable to these proposed solutions.

 

The property owners discussed the acquisition of these drainage and utility easements, which entails approximately

8,800 square feet of land area in two separate locations, at a cost of $1,500. Based upon a review of Anoka County

tax records staff is agreeable to their request, as the amount is consistent with what the City has purchased similar

easements for in the past. All property and easement acquisitions must be approved by the City Council; therefore

staff is bringing this request to the Public Works Committee for discussion and a recommendation to the entire

Council. Additional field work will be required to lay out the exact easement corridor and the preparation of legal

descriptions for the final easement acquisition documents.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Public Works Committee recommend to City Council the acquisition of the drainage and

utility easements across the property located at 17331 Chameleon Street NW in the amount of $1,500, and that staff

conduct the necessary field surveys to prepare the easement legal descriptions.

Funding Source:

Consistent with the feasibility study for City Improvement project 09-25, the funding for the purchase of these

easements would be from the Storm Water Utility.

Council Action:

Motion to recommend to the City Council the acquisition of the drainage and utility easements across the property



Motion to recommend to the City Council the acquisition of the drainage and utility easements across the property

located at 17331 Chameleon Street NW in the amount of $1,500, and that staff conduct the necessary field surveys

to prepare the easement legal descriptions.

Attachments

Proposed drainage improvements

Proposed easement acquisitions

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:40 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 10:59 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/11/2011 04:55 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 
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Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 9.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

Information

Title:

Consider Request for the Installation of a 4-Way Stop at the Intersection of Armstrong Boulevard and Alpine

Drive. 

 

Background:

The attached survey was posted on a local resident's blog site in November of 2010. The issue presented in this

informal survey was whether a 4-way stop should be installed at the intersection of Armstrong Boulevard and

Alpine Drive. Of the 20 respondents, 10 voted that it was a good idea, 4 voted it was a bad idea, and 6 voted it was

a good idea if a bike path was added along Alpine Drive to the west. With the Alpine Drive overlay project that

was initiated in 2010 a trail is planned to be constructed along the north side of Alpine Drive, from Armstrong

Boulevard to the entrance of The Links golf course; which work is scheduled for completion in the spring of 2011. 

 

 

 

The concern expressed is that this is already a dangerous intersection and by adding more pedestrians, via the trail

connection, it would only exacerbate the problem. During the poll candidates for the District 1 County Board seat

were solicited to provide their thoughts on the matter. Former Council member, and new County Commissioner,

Matt Look mentioned another possible 4-way stop location – the intersection of Armstrong Boulevard and 161st

Avenue NW near Central Park.

 

Notification:

Observations:

Staff compiled accident history data at each intersection using the MnDOT crash mapping database and Ramsey

Police Department records; the information is attached for your review and summarized as follows: 

 

 

 

Armstrong/Alpine

There have been 31 reported accidents since June of 2000, of which 17 were for property damage only. There have

been 5 reported accidents at this location in the last year, with 4 being property damage only.

 

 

Armstrong/161st

There have been 11 reported accidents since January of 2000, of which 6 were for property damage only. There

have been no reported accidents at this location for over 2 years.

 

 

Staff is looking for direction on whether to formally request that Anoka County study these intersections for

potential safety improvements. Based upon the above data it is unlikely that the Armstrong/161st intersection would

meet warrants for a 4-way stop condition, so staff could limit their request to the Armstrong/Alpine intersection

alone or seek evaluation of both. The County will need to review crash history data, traffic volumes, geometrics,

and other factors to determine whether such crashes are correctable by the implementation of safety improvements.

At the time this case was being prepared staff was awaiting a response from Anoka County on what their evaluation

would encompass and the approximate timing to complete such an analysis; it is assumed that this information will

be available at the PW meeting.



 

Funding Source:

The request letter will be completed with staff time, and it is not anticipated that there will be any direct costs

associated with the Anoka County analysis. 

 

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Committee recommend to the City Council the preparation of a letter to Anoka County

formally requesting the evaluation of the Armstrong Boulevard and Alpine Drive intersection for potential safety

improvements, including but not limited a 4-way stop condition. 

 

Committee Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

Blogspot Survey

Armstrong/Alpine Crash Data

Armstrong/161st Crash Data

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:44 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 11:27 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/12/2011 01:51 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 







































Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 10.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

By: Tim Himmer

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider Plan for Potential Soil Import to the COR

Background:

As development of the COR was taking shape, the mass grading activities initiated by the former developer (RTC

LLC) were not completed when the project went into foreclosure.  As it currently stands the project is

approximately 300,000 cubic yards (CY) of material short to complete the original mass grading plan.  Whenever

City projects are initiated the specifications always require that all excess material will be hauled to the COR for

future use as opposed to allowing the contractor to assume ownership.  To date thousands of CY have been

imported and stockpiled on the site, but we are still a long way away from balancing the project.  If we intend to

sell property in a "pad ready" condition it would require the City to undertake the mass grading operations of a

particular site(s), but if we plan to sell property as is, it would require the developer to evaluate the site and perform

whatever improvements are necessary to implement the project.  My guess is that we may sell land under both

scenarios, depending on the proposal(s) presented.

 

Last year staff reviewed the potential to solve two COR issues (wetland mitigation and a mass grading balance)

simultaneously by investigating the opportunity to develop wetland mitigation on some vacant land adjacent to the

newly constructed water tower #3 near Elmcrest Park.  There currently exists undeveloped land in this location,

which was recently platted as ELMCREST SANCTUARY, that has a large wetland complex on portions of the

site.  The property owner, Oakwood Land Development, inquired whether the City would be interested in acquiring

the land, initiating a wetland creation project to enhance and expand the existing wetlands to create banking credits

that could be used for the existing COR mitigation permit, and exporting excess soils from the site to the COR.  Due

to the unknown nature of the constantly evolving COR development this matter was tabled pending quantification

of final wetland impacts within the COR, evaluation of how much new wetland could be created on this

undeveloped site, and cost considerations for implementing such a potential mitigation option.

 

Oakwood Land Development has decided that there may be a market for wetland credits, and is considering

undertaking wetland creation on the ELMCREST SANCTUARY site.  They are currently evaluating the process to

advance this project to determine whether such wetland creation and banking would be financially feasible.  They

have submitted the attached letter requesting feedback on the City's level of interest to purchase excess material that

will be generated as part of their project.  They are requesting that the City consider purchasing approximately

50,000 to 80,000 CY of suitable soils for import to the COR at an estimated cost of $6 per CY, which costs would

include excavation, trucking, and compaction.  If this request seems reasonable and the City chooses to continue

the dialogue on this matter there would need to be coordination between Oakwood and the City to determine a

desired grading plan that could be implemented through this process.  Grading activities would require an Interim

Use Permit with the City, independent of any other required permitting on behalf of the developer for their wetland

banking creation (LRRWMO/WCA requirements).

 

Other sources of on-site material have been discussed to solve the soil shortage within the COR, including Lake

Ramsey, and it is currently unknown how land will be subdivided and developed within the west side of this

development so it may be premature to consider such a request at this time.  Oakwood is merely trying to guage the

City's interest in such a partnership so they can fully evaluate their budget to determine whether their potential

mitigation project is financially feasible.  Depending on development proposals that come forward in the near

future for the COR, the timing may work out for the creation of "pad ready" sites that would fall in line with

Oakwood's schedule (tentatively summer of this year).



Funding Source:

The cost of import material to complete the mass grading activities of the original development plan were

contemplated in the dashboard for the COR, with financing to come from future land sales.

Council Action:

Based upon discussion

Attachments

Oakwood proposal

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/12/2011 04:42 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/13/2011 11:27 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/11/2011 08:55 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 







Public Works Committee Item #:  5. 11.           

Date: 01/18/2011  

Information

Title:

Consider Award of a Contract for Engineering Services to Perform the City's Required Annual Bridge Inspections

and Rreporting.

Background:

It has recently come to the our attention that the City's Team Leader bridge inspection certification has expired, or is

no longer valid due to the recent loss of our staff liaison. We are currently working through the process to come into

compliance with the required state inspections and certifications of the 4 bridges within our jurisdiction, but it will

take some time to resolve this matter. In the short term we are requesting approval to consult these services for the

2011 calendar year, with the intention of securing the required certifications prior to 2012.

 

Staff has solicited proposals from 3 engineering firms, and contacted Anoka County to gauge their interest in

performing the City's inspections for 2011 since they have the appropriate certified staff members. Of the 3 firms

contacted only 1 had the appropriate certifications to perform the required inspections, but from those points of

contact another firm was recommended as having performed those services for them as a subconsultant. Anoka

County stated that they could not assist the City at this time because it is not a service they perform for other

municipalities within their jurisdiction, and they had concerns with work load and liability issues. Attached are 2

proposals that staff has received related to this matter. References are being verified at the present time and

additional information will be available at the PW Committee meeting for discussion and consideration.

Notification:

Observations:

This item is on the Public  Works agenda for consideration as these inspections need to be completed, and the

appropriate reporting finalized by mid-Feruary. It is anticipated that it will be forwarded for Council consideration

at the next available meeting on January 25th.

Funding Source:

Funding is proposed to come from the engineering department's miscellaneous professional services budget.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends the award of an engineering services contract to perform the City's required bridge inspections

for 2011.

Committee Action:

Motion to recommend to the City Council award of a contract for engineering services to perform the City's

required bridge inspections for 2011.

Attachments

Erickson proposal

Kimley Horn proposal

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 01/13/2011 11:44 AM



Kurt Ulrich Amy Dietl 01/13/2011 01:42 PM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 01/12/2011 01:56 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/13/2011 
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