Personnel Committee Item #: 4.1.
Date: 02/08/2011

By: Colleen Lasher .
Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Consider a Resolution to Reclassify the Fire Inspector to Fire Marshal

Background:

As part of the 2011 budget discussion the reclassification of the Fire Inspector to Fire Marshal was determined to be
of a benefit to the City whereby providing better service the city’s businesses and streamlining processes within the
Fire Department. ‘

The Fire Marshal position is responsible for interpretation of applicable fire codes. Currently, if there is a question
at a business about the details of a specific portion of the fire code the Fire Inspector is required to bring that
question back to the Fire Chief for interpretation. Reclassification of this position streamlines this function because
questions can be addressed at the initial visit while also being consistent in that interpretation with other businesses.

In addition, the fire code has areas that are both very rigid and others that are open to intetpretation. This position
requires the ability to look at the true intent of the fire code and to make decisions based on that intent. Having a
Fire Marshall that is open to code interpretation serves the city’s business community efficiently and serves to build
positive relationships. Over the past 2 ¥ years, the current Fire Inspector has shown the ability to look at the intent
of the fire code and make recommendations to the Fire Chief.

Observations:
The reclassification includes a wage adjustment from $29.59 per hour to $30.37 per hour.

Recommendation: :
Staff recommends that resolution 11-02-XXX be approved to reclassify the Fire Inspector to Fire Marshal.

Fuxiding Source:

The additional gross funding for this position of approximately $1622.40 for 2011 was included in the approved
2011 budget.

Council Action:

Motion to approve resolution 11-02-XXX which confirms the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to
reclassify the Fire Inspector to Fire Marshal.

Attachments
Resolution
Fire Marshal Job Desc.
Fire Inspector Job Desc.
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Council Member  introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:
RESOLUTION #

CONSIDER RECLASSIFICATION OF THE
FIRE INSPECTOR TO FIRE MARSHAL

WHEREAS, as part of the 2011 budget discussion the reclassification of the Fire
Inspector to Fire Marshal was determined to be of a benefit to the City whereby
providing better service the city’s businesses and streamlining processes within the Fire
Department; and

WHEREAS, the Fire Chief is fully confident that the current Fire Inspeotor is
qualified and well suited for the Fire Marshal .position; and

WHEREAS, the wage adjustment from $29.59 per hour to $30.37 per hour'is
included in the 2011 budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA,

Motion to approve resolution 11-02-XXX confirming the recommendation of the
Personnel Committee to authorize the reclassification of the Fne Inspector position to
Fire Marshal.

~ The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Council
Member, , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:
and the following abstained:
and the following were absent:

Whereupon said resolutlon was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City
Council this the 22n day of February, 2011.




CITY OF RAMSEY POSITION ANALYSIS

POSITION TITLE: Fire Marshal
DEPARTMENT: Fire Depaﬂmerﬁ
POSITION TITLE OF

IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: Fire Chief

PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF POSITION:

Under the general direction of the Fire Chief, the Fire Marshal manages and conducts
code compliance and investigations for the Fire Department. Included is reviewing plans
and specifications, conducts inspections and follow-up, educates the community on fire
safety issues, participates in the development strategy of the city, as well as conducting
post incident investigations of fire incidents. The Fire Marshal will also meet the
requirements of a firefighter and respond to emergency incidents.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

A. Enforces all applicable/adopted fire codes including national, state, city and other

related codes. :

Reviews plans and specifications of proposed buildings, systems and/or changes

to insure conformance to all applicable fire codes.

Supervises/conducts inspections of existing structures and systems to assure

compliance of all applicable fire codes.

Meets with public, business owners and others regarding compliance issues.

Attends development review meetings as required.

Manages all aspects of permits issued through Fire Department.

Develops/maintains policy relating to local and state fire code issues.

Conducts fire investigations to determine cause and origin of all fires as directed

by state statute.

Responds to emergency incidents as a firefighter.

Manages/develops fire education awareness in the community.

K. Develops and manages a fire prevention budget annually.

L. Perform a wide range of tasks at the verbal or written direction (within the ability
and resources of the Fire Marshal) of the Fire Chief and/or City Administrator.
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TASKS RELATED TO RESPONSIBILITIES:

A. Enforces all applicable/adopted fire codes including state, city and other related
codes.
1. Through inspections and education, identify, report, notify and correct
issues in violation of applicable fire codes. '




2. Make interpretation of issues not specifically covered in the above
mentioned codes.

3. Writes orders of non-compliance of fire and life safety codes.

4. Maintains procedures for non-compliance with City Attorney.

Reviews plans and specifications of proposed buildings, systems and/or changes
to insure conformance to all applicable fire codes.

1. Works with Building Official to review plans, specifications and changes.
Notes compliance issues and resolves as required.
2. Utilize a network of other Fire Marshal’s to resolve issues not clearly

covered in codes.
Supervises/conducts inspections of existing structures and systems to assure
compliance of all applicable fire codes.
1. Establishes a hazard rating of buildings and businesses to create a priority
list of inspections to be made.

2. Supervises all staff conducting inspections including paid-on-call
members,

Meets with public, business owners and others regarding compliance issues.
1. Utilizing good communication skills, both written and verbal, resolve
interpretations of codes.

Attends development review meetings as required.
1. Along with or independent of the Fire Chief, attend meetings to assure fire

safety is addressed in new construction and plans.

Manages all aspects of permits issued through Fire Department.

L. Manages the scheduling of inspections to promote timely and accurate
completion of inspections.

2. Reviews rates and fees on an annual basis and forwards recommendations
to Fire Chief.

3. Manages and maintains data base for permits issued, inspections and
investigations.

Develops/maintains policy relating to local and state fire code issues.

1. Administers a system to deal with challenges to inspection results.
2. Interprets code language and develops policy to clarify procedures and
performance.

Conducts fire investigations to determine cause and origin of all fires as directed

by state statute.

I As directed by the Fire Chief, conducts and participates in fire
investigations to determine cause and origin of fire required by state
statute. Will assist with criminal prosecutions as necessary.
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2, Supervises staff involved in investigation whether internal to the Fire
Department, outside agencies and others.
3. Maintains files, photographs and other evidence as necessary.

- Manages/develops fire education awareness in the community.

1. Manages and maintains public fire education program.
2. Develops and maintains programs for the community and businesses.
3. Maintains fire extinguisher program.

Develops and manages a fire prevention budget annually.

L. Plans and presents to the Fire Chief proposed budget requirements,
including capital and expense items.’
2. Tracks budget to assure compliance throughout the year.

Responds to emergency incidents.

1. Meets all the requirements of a firefighter.
2. Responds to emergencies as a firefighter unless directed differently by the

Fire Chief.

Perform a wide range of tasks at the verbal or written direction (within the ability
and resources of the Fire Marshal) of the Fire Chief and/or City Administrator.

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:

Good knowledge of applicable fire codes, both national, state and city (if
appropriate) ‘

Ability to maintain a positive professional rapport with city staff, local businesses
and members of the fire department

Ability to communicate (in English) effectively both verbally and in writing
Ability to develop new programs in solving existing or new problems as they
arise ‘

With minimal supervision, ability to work independently as a leader and as a
member of a team

Ability to prepare and present technical reports

Ability to make public presentations at City Council, Planning Commission and
other meetings as directed

Good interpersonal and customer service skills

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

Certificate of competency from a recognized National or State authority attesting
to an understanding of applicable fire codes (example: State Fire Marshal’s
Office)

Minimum of 2 years of experience in administering fire codes

Fire and/or Building Inspection certification.




Completion of the BCA Fire Investigation 3-part class

Minimum of 1 year supervisory experience.

Meets all requirements of a Ramsey Firefighter.

Firefighter 2 State certification or ability to acquire in 12 months.

DESIREABILE QUALIFICATIONS

e Associate or Bachelors degree in Fire Science or Fire Administration,
e Completion of the BCA Fire Investigation 3-part class
e Hazardous Materials Operations Certificate




CITY OF RAMSEY POSITION ANALYSIS

POSITION TITLE: Fire Inspector/Firefighter
DEPARTMENT: Fire Department
POSITION TITLE OF

IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: Fire Chief

FLSA STATUS: ; Non-exempt

PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF POSITION:

Under the immediate direction of the Fire Chief, the Fire Inspector’s primary objectives
include responding to emergency calls as a firefighter and conducting code
compliance/inspections, providing public education and performing preplanning
activities, fire investigations and post incident interviews. All finding subject to the Fire
Chief’s review and authorization.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

A. Responds as a ﬁreﬁghter to personal injury accidents, other medical emergencies,
non-medical emergencies and fires.

B. Inispects for all applicable/adopted fire codes including national, state, 01ty and
other related codes.

C. Reviews plans and specifications of proposed buildings, systems and/or changes
to ensure conformance to all applicable fire codes.

D. Conducts inspections of existing structures and systems to assure compliance of
all applicable fire codes.

E. Meets with public, business owners and others regarding comphance issues.

F. Attends development review meetings as required.

G. Generates preplans on local businesses.

H. Oversees permits issued through Fire Department.

L Assists Fire Chief by developing/maintaining policy relating to local and state fire
code issues. '

I Conducts fire investigations and interviews to determine cause and origin of all
fires as directed by state statute.

K. Conducts and reports on fire education awareness in the community.

L. Works within a fire prevention budget annually.

M. Perform a wide range of tasks at the verbal or written direction (within the ab111ty

and resources of the Fire Inspector) of the Fire Chief and/or City Administrator.




TASKS RELATED TO RESPONSIBILITIES:

A,
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Responds as a firefighter to personal injury accidents, other medical emergencies,
non-medical emergencies and fires.

1. Meets all the requirements of a Ramsey firefighter.
2. Responds to emergencies as a firefighter
3. Responds and deals with administrative fire issues.

Inspects for all applicable/adopted fire codes including national, state, city and
other related codes.

L. Through inspections and education, identify, report, notify and correct
issues in violation of applicable fire codes.
2. Together with the Fire Chief, make interpretation of issues not specifically

covered in the above mentioned codes.

Writes orders of non-compliance of fire and life safety codes.

4. Assists with maintain procedures for non-compliance with Fire Chief and
City Attorney.

Reviews plans and specifications of proposed buildings, systems and/or changes
to insure conformance to all applicable fire codes.

1. Works with Building Official to review plans, specifications and changes.
Notes compliance issues and resolves with Fire Chief as required.
2. Utilize a network of other Fire Officials to resolve issues not clearly

covered in codes.

Conducts inspections of existing structures and systems to assure compliance of
all applicable fire codes.

1. Establishes and maintains a hazard rating of buildings and businesses to
create a priority list of inspections to be made.
2. Assists as necessary with supervision of all staff conducting inspections

including paid-on-call members.

Meets with public, business owners and others regarding compliance issues.
1. Makes recommendation to resolve interpretation of codes to Fire Chief.

Attends development review meetings as required.
L. Along with or independent of the Fire Chief, attend meetings to assure fire
safety is addressed in new construction and plans.

Generates preplans on local businesses.

1. Conducts preplan visits to local businesses.

2. Accumulate and record pertinent information for use by responding
emergency staff to assure safety of personnel.
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Oversees permits issued through Fire Department.
1. Manages the scheduling of inspections to promote timely and accurate
completion of inspections.

2. Reviews rates and fees on an annual basis and forwards recommendations

‘ to Fire Chief.

3. Manages and maintains data base for permits issued, inspections and
investigations.

Assists Fire Chief by developing/maintaining policy relating to local and state fire

code issues.

L. Administers a system to deal with challenges to inspection results,

2. Assists Fire Chief with Interpreting code language and developing policy
to clarify procedures and performance.

Conducts fire investigations to determine cause and origin of all fires as directed

by state statute.

1. As directed by the Fire Chief, conducts and participates in fire
investigations-and interviews to determine cause and origin of fire
required by state statute. Will assist with criminal prosecutions as

necessary.

2. Assists staff involved in investigation whether internal to the Fire
Department, outside agencies and others.

3. Will participate as an active member of the Anoka County Fire
Investigation Team (FIT)

4, Maintains files, photographs and other evidence as necessary.

Conducts and reports on fire education awareness in the community.

1. Actively participates and maintains public fire education program.
2. Develops and maintains programs for the community and businesses.
3. Maintains fire extinguisher program.

Works within a fire prevention budget annually.

1. Plans and presents to the Fire Chief proposed budget requirements,
including capital and expense items.
2. ‘Tracks budget to assure compliance throughout the year.

Perform a wide range of tasks at the verbal or written direction (within the ability
and resources of the Fire Inspector) of the Fire Chief and/or City Administrator,

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:

Good knowledge of applicable fire codes, both national, state and city (if
appropriate)

Ability to maintain a positive professional rapport with city staff, local businesses,
schools and daycares and members of the fire department

Ability to communicate (in English) effectively both verbally and in writing.




Ability to develop new programs in solving existing or new problems as they
arise

In-depth knowledge of, and ability to use, software programs including Microsoft
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.

With minimal supervision, ability to work independently as a leader and as a
member of a team

Ability to prepare and present technical reports

Ability to make public presentations at City Council, Planning Commission and
other meetings as directed

Good interpersonal and customer service skills

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

Two years of related education and training beyond high school -

One year of experience administering fire codes

Proven ability to meet all requirements for the Ramsey Firefighter position
Firefighter IT State certification or ability to acquire in 12 months.
Possession of a valid, unrestricted class D driver’s license.

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS

Associate or Bachelors degree in Fire Science or Fire Administration.

Current State Certification as a Fire Inspector

Certificate of Competency from a recognized natlonal or state authority (example:
State Fire Marshal’s Office)

Completion of the BCA Fire Investigation 3-part class

Hazardous Materials Operations Certificate or ability to acquire within 12
months.




