
               

City of Ramsey

Agenda

Regular City Council

Tuesday February 22, 2011

7:00 p.m.

Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

             

 
1. Call to Order
 

2. Presentation
 

3. Citizen Input
 

4. Approve Agenda
 

5. Consent Agenda
 

1. Note the following Board and Commission Meeting Minutes: 

 

Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes dated January 3, 2011

Planning Commission meeting minutes dated January 6, 2011

Economic Development Authority meeting minutes dated January 13, 2011

 

 

2. Authorize Budget for Washington D.C. Travel for Mayor Ramsey and City Administrator Ulrich to

Lobby for NorthStar Station Funding

 

 

3. Consider change order for engineering services related to City project #08-21; water tower #3  
 

4. Consider award of contract for geotechnical services and material testing.  
 

5. Billslist 2-22-2011  
 

6. Authorize 18th Partial Payment to CB&I Inc. for IP 08-21 Water Tower No. 3  
 

7. Adopt Resolution Dedicating City Owned Property at the Intersection of County Road 57 and

Alpine Drive for Project Purposes

 

 

8. Adopt Resolution Dedicating City Owned Property in the vicinity of County State Aid Highway No.

116 (Bunker Lake Boulevard) from Germanium to Basalt Street for Project Purposes 

 

  

 

 

9. Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting on 02-08-11

 

Case 1: Consider a Resolution to Reclassify the Fire Inspector to Fire Marshal

 

Case 2: Consider a Resolution Ending the Probation Period of the Senior Accountant

  

 



Case 3: Consider a Resolution Ending the Probation Period of the Human Resources Representative 

 
 

10. Report from Finance Committee of 2-8-11 (This includes adoption of Resolutions related to EDA,

Enterprise and General Fund Budgets)

 

 

6. Public Hearing
 

7. Council Business
 

1. Request for a Home Occupation Permit to Operate a Home Based Office for Carefree Home

Services at 7830 149th Ln NW; Case of Michael Beach

 

 

2. Adopt Ordinance for Sale of City Owned Property in Auditor's Subdivision Number 27; Case of

City of Ramsey and Cross of Hope Lutheran Church

 

 

3. Revised Real Estate Services Agreement for Bury & Carlson Site   
 

4. Consider Resolution Authorizing Acquisition of Tax Forfeit Property  
 

5. Consider Support of Running Aces Harness Park Gaming Expansion  
 

8. Mayor/Council/Staff Input
 

9. Adjournment
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, January 3, 2011, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Mississippi 

River Conference Room at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, 

Minnesota. 

 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Michael Max 

   Board Member Thomas Stodola 

   Board Member Bob Bentz  

   Board Member Trent Hassett 

Board Member John Freeburg  

 

Members Absent: Board Member John Enstrom 

Board Member Kathleen Riley-Daniels 

 

 

Also Present:  Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

       

    

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Max called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Freeburg and seconded by Board Member Stodola to approve the 

agenda as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Max, Board Members Hassett, Stodola, Freeburg and 

Bentz.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Board Members Riley-Daniels and Enstrom. 

 

APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD MINUTES 

 

Motion by Board Member Stodola and seconded by Board Member Hassett to approve the 

regular meeting minutes dated December 6, 2010 as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Max, Board Members Hassett, Bentz, Stodola and 

Freeburg.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Board Members Riley-Daniels and Enstrom. 

. 
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POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: 2011 Work Plan 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report.   

 

Chairperson Max suggested that the Board consider and recommend topics for inclusion on the 

2011 work plan but note finalize anything for City Council consideration until April, after any 

new members are appointed to the Board. 

 

Chairperson Max asked to be kept updated regarding the EAB Management Plan status as he’d 

be willing to attend and even present the case to the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 

Chairperson Max suggested that the Board consider utilizing subcommittees, consisting of no 

more than three persons per subcommittee, to tackle items included on the work plan.  This 

might reduce the length of the monthly meetings if subcommittees work on their items during the 

month and update and recommend Board actions at the regular meetings. 

 

Board Member Hassett stated that he’d like to work on expanding the community gardens 

program. 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that that might be outside the scope of this Board 

but that the Board could put together a statement of support regarding expansion of the 

community gardens program. 

 

Board Member Bentz stated that he thought developing a map that highlights certain features that 

you may encounter on the City’s trails, such as plants, wildlife etc. 

 

Board Member Bentz suggested developing a policy that requires recycling bins in all public 

buildings within the City. 

 

Chairperson Max suggested that an arboretum of sorts could be started somewhere in Ramsey as 

a demonstration project to showcase the tree species that thrive in the sandy dry soils typical of 

Ramsey. 

 

Board Member Bentz stated that along those same lines, he would like to see the Board construct 

a rain garden that could also serve as a demonstration project. 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson confirmed with the Board that there is interest in some sort 

of demonstration project. 

 

Chairperson Max suggested another webpage could be developed to answer various ‘did you 

know’ questions regarding wildlife, plants, etc. 

 

Consensus of the Board was that the work plan should include the environmental expo, Arbor 

Day planting event, revisiting the water conservation tool box and some sort of outreach. 
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Case #2: 2011 Environmental Expo & Tree Sale 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report. 

 

There was a lot of discussion regarding the venue for the event.  Environmental Coordinator 

Anderson stated that he didn’t feel that the layout of the Municipal Center was very conducive 

for any type of expo event.  He stated that they have made the best out of the space but that a 

gymnasium or some other large open area would be much more accommodating for this type of 

event. 

 

The Board identified other possible venue options and ranked them in descending order as the 

Boy Scout Camp, PACT Charter School, Central Park, and the Municipal Center. 

 

Board Member Bentz inquired if there was going to be a Business Expo event this year. 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that he was not sure about that.  But, if the 

environmental expo event were to be at PACT Charter School, than it would obviously need to 

be held separately from the Business Expo, if that event happens. 

 

Board Member Hassett stated that he’s already contacted somebody about possibly getting Ron 

Schara as a keynote speaker for the event.  He suggested that Environmental Coordinator 

Anderson follow up with them once certain details are hashed out regarding event location and 

date. 

 

The Board than discussed forming a few subcommittees to organize the event.  The following 

subcommittees with their assigned members were identified: 

 Venue—Environmental Coordinator Anderson 

 Sponsors—Board Members Hassett and Riley-Daniels 

 Activities/Exhibitors—Board Members Bentz, Stodola and Chairperson Max 

 EPB Display/Booth—There was no one assigned specifically to this subcommittee 

 

Board Member Hassett stated that maybe a formal/official invitation should be prepared and then 

have the Mayor sign it that could be used to attract possible speakers, exhibitors, and/or 

sponsors. 

 

Board Member Hassett suggested that the Boy Scouts be approached about getting involved with 

this event, especially if it works out that the event is at the Boy Scout Camp.  They maybe could 

lead some nature walks or other activities or sell concessions as a fund raiser. 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that if the Board is contemplating holding this event 

possibly separately from the Business Expo, was it worth discussing whether this event should 

remain as both a tree sale and expo or could these two also be separated giving more flexibility 

to when the expo is held.  Considering that much of the tree stock that is sold is bare root, the 

tree sale would always need to be offered in the spring (late April/early May), but if the 

environmental expo is held separately, than it could offered any time of year. 
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The Board discussed this matter extensively and ultimately thought that the two didn’t 

necessarily need to be connected.  The Board suggested that Environmental Coordinator 

Anderson discuss this possibility with the tree sale vendors to see if they would have any concern 

with offering the tree sale in the spring and the expo event at some other time. 

 

The Board than discussed at length other possible dates for the environmental expo.  October 1, 

2011 was agreed upon for an environmental expo event.  Consensus of the Board was that this 

could be an experiment of sorts to see how it turns out at another time of year and separate from 

the tree sale and depending on how it works out, could be a permanent change or may need to 

revert back to a combined event. 

 

BOARD/STAFF INPUT 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that there will be a new City Council liaison to the 

EPB and that is Councilmember Randy Backous. 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that the City Council will be discussing funding for 

a commission appreciation/holiday party event tomorrow night.  Should they approve funding, 

members should expect to see an invitation for the event, which would be held on January 21, 

2011. 

 

Chairperson Max wanted to give kudos to the Public Works staff for the great job they’ve done 

already this year with plowing.  With as many snowfalls that we’ve already had, he thinks they 

have done a superb job keeping the streets, trails and sidewalks clear and safe. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Freeburg and seconded by Board Member Stodola to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:31 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Environmental Coordinator  
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 PLANNING COMMISSION 
 CITY OF RAMSEY 
 ANOKA COUNTY 
 STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, January 6, 2011, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Levine 
    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 
    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 
    Commissioner Bryan Rogers 
    Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Also Present:   Associate Planner Tim Gladhill 
    Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Levine called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT 
 
Commissioner Van Scoy, as a citizen stated he wanted to commend the city on the effectiveness 
of the snow removal; this has been a nasty winter so far and they have done a phenomenal job.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to approve the agenda 
as presented. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Brauer, Rogers, 
and Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway to approve the following 
minutes as presented: 
 
1)  Planning Commission regular meeting minutes dated December 2, 2010. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Dunaway, Rogers, 
and Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  None. 
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NOTE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
The following Council minutes were noted: 
 
1)  City Council regular meeting minutes dated November 9, 2010 
2)  City Council regular meeting minutes dated November 23, 2010 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
Case #1: Public Hearing – Consider Amendment to Section 117-111 (R-1 Residential 

District) of Chapter 117 of the Ramsey Zoning Code; Case of City of Ramsey 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Presentation 
 
Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report and displayed five scenarios that 
should be considered while considering the ordinance amendment. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
There was none. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Dunaway, Brauer, 
and Rogers.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:13 p.m. 
 
Commission Business 
 
Commissioner Van Scoy asked with Park Zoning, which of the five scenarios shown would be 
applicable.  Commissioner Van Scoy also inquired about the difference between dedicated parks 
and the zoning designation of park.  Rivers Bend Park was giving as an example. 
 
Associate Planner Gladhill stated it is designated as a park, but not dedicated as a park.  
Dedicated park is a term that is used when a plat comes forward and land is given special for 
park purposes rather than money to meet park dedication requirements.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding park zoning and park dedication.  They continued discussing the 
scenarios. 
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Environmental Coordinator Anderson displayed a map of parcels that could be affected by the 
ordinance change. 
 
Associate Planner Gladhill stated looking at the map the majority of areas being affected are 
Emerald Pond Park, areas in the Ponds Subdivision and a few parcels abutting Rivers Bend Park. 
 
Commissioner Brauer asked what purpose is served by doing this. 
 
Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the purpose would be to add in some flexibility to 
some lots adjacent to permanent open spaces.  The intent of the rear yard setback is to provide 
separation of living spaces and with the State Supreme Court ruling on variances, which is where 
the flexibility comes into play. 
 
Associate Planner Gladhill stated the city was looking for more ways in the Comp Plan for 
flexible zoning; now the city is trying to find ways in the ordinances for the flexibility.  He noted 
variances no longer are viewed as the standard tool for flexibility and are limited to very few 
special circumstances. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to recommend that City 
Council introduce an ordinance amending Chapter 117-111 of the City’s Zoning Code to include 
a reduced rear yard setback of twenty (20) feet on properties entirely adjoining a parcel(s) zoned 
PARK. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Brauer, Dunaway, 
and Rogers.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
Case #7: Staff Update 
 
The Staff Update was noted. 
 
Case #8: Zoning Bulletin 
 
The Zoning Bulletin was noted. 
 
OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Brauer, Dunaway, 
and Rogers.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Amber Miller 
Planning Manager 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
JoAnn Shaw 
Planning Division Secretary 
 
Drafted by JoAnn Shaw 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) conducted an EDA meeting on 
Thursday, January 13, 2011, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, 
Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Chris Riley 
   Member John LeTourneau 
   Member Wayne Skaff 
   Member Jim Steffen 

Member Kristine Williams 
Member Jeff Wise 

 
Members Absent: Member Colin McGlone 
 
Also Present:  Aaron Backman, Economic Development/Marketing Manager 

Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator 
Dean Busch, IT Manager (for E-Gov demonstration) 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Riley called the Economic Development Authority meeting to order at 7:32 a.m.   

APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Williams, to approve the agenda. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members LeTourneau, Williams, Skaff, Steffen, 
and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 

APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member Steffen, to approve December 9, 2010 minutes as 
presented. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, Steffen, LeTourneau, Williams, 
and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 
 

EDA BUSINESS 

Case #1: APPOINT INTERIM CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated that member terms run from April 1st 
to March 31st, however, last year officers were appointed for the calendar year of 2010.  To 
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coordinate member and officer terms an interim chairperson and vice chairperson should be 
appointed until March 31, 2011.  At the April meeting officers will be appointed for a year term. 
 
Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member LeTourneau, to appoint Member Riley as interim 
chairperson. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Members Skaff, LeTourneau, Steffen, Williams, and Wise.  Voting 
No:  None.  Abstain: Chairperson Riley. Absent: Member McGlone. 
 
Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Williams to appoint Member Skaff as 
interim vice chairperson. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members LeTourneau, Williams, Steffen, and 
Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  Member Skaff.  Absent: Member McGlone. 
 
Case #2: MULTISOURCE MANUFACTURING CLOSING & RLF UPDATE 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff report.  He stated MS 
Holdings purchased the Harber Industries building on December 29, 2010 and the lines of 
communication remain open even though the Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Loan did not go forward 
at this time. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated it has gone well, and has shown we are willing to work with them, we’re 
happy they are here, but not going to give away the farm. 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated it was not so much MS Holdings that 
didn’t like the language in the document, but the bank.  City Attorney Bill Goodrich took the 
language from the Small Business Administration loan documents.  He continued it is unusual that a 
business has committed and acquired the facility and then not gone forward with a particular loan, 
usually they leverage and try to get all they can before committing.  In this case the building price 
was attractive enough that they wanted to complete the deal.  He continued that the City depends on 
repayment of the RLF loans to refund the account to continue to do future deals. 
 
Member LeTourneau stated that the RLF guidelines state the subordination position we want to take 
and EDA needs to stay consistent with the guidelines.  This case was our opportunity to review 
those guidelines.   
 
Member Steffen asked when the building would be ready for them to move in. 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated they are hoping by the end of March. 
 
CASE #3 E-GOV LINK OFFERINGS & PRESENTATION 
 
Peter Selden from E-Gov Link demonstrated their product for the EDA.   
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated this Ohio-based company provides 
information technology solutions for local governments.  Its offerings include Citizen Request 
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Management, Permit, Community Calendar, Available Properties, Business Listings, Rumor Mill 
and other applications.  This was informational only. 
 
CASE #4 CONSIDER EDA RESTAURANT SUBSIDY POLICY 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff report.  He stated the 
highlights of the proposed restaurant subsidy, which are:  The maximum loan amount for Water 
Access Charge (WAC) would be 70% for restaurants located in The COR, along Armstrong 
Boulevard, on State Highway 10, or along State Highway 47 in the City of Ramsey, and eligibility 
would be for-profit restaurants that are not currently operating in the designated areas.  He 
continued with the application process and implementation procedures. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the proposed restaurant subsidy policy.   
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman explained that WAC fees would be an inter-
fund transfer; however, Sewer Access Charge (SAC) fees would be a payout from the City to the 
Met Council. 
 
Members discussed whether the eligibility should remain in the key transportation corridors or be 
opened to the entire city.   
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that an option could be that wherever the zoning code would allow 
a restaurant the subsidy could be offered. 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman mentioned as an alternative defining the 
eligibility as within a half mile of the corridor.  The consensus of the Commissioners was to direct 
restaurants within a half mile along the designated corridors. 
 
Members discussed the definition of a full service restaurant.  The consensus was to define full 
service as restaurants where food is served at tables. 
 
Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member LeTourneau to adopt the Full-Service Restaurant 
Subsidy Program Guidelines as presented by Staff and further defining eligibility as within a half 
mile of the designated corridors and defining a full service restaurant as food is served at tables. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, LeTourneau, Steffen, Williams, 
and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 
 
CASE #5 EDAM 2011 LEGISLATIVE POLICY 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff report.  He described 
EDAM’s legislative policies and stated it would be beneficial for the EDA to formally support 
EDAM’s 2011 Legislative Policy. 
 
Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Steffen to draft a letter in support of 
EDAM’s 2011 Legislative Policy. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members LeTourneau, Steffen, Skaff, Williams, 
and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 
 
CASE #6 STAFF UPDATE 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff report.   
 
Members reviewed and discussed the EDA 2011 Work Plan/Goals.   
 
Member LeTourneau stated he would like to see the 167th Avenue node be moved to the top of the 
list. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated he would like the EDA to renew their effort on obtaining a zip code for the 
City of Ramsey.  He stated he thought it would do a lot for the City’s identity. 
 
Member Steffen stated he would like an update on the COR each month. 
 
Member Wise stated QCTV will be starting to do a monthly update on the COR for the public. 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman informed the EDA that the City was not 
selected for the TED grant.  The City came in fourth place behind Bloomington Mall of America, 
City of Minneapolis, and City of St. Louis Park. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated the City also applied for a Safety and Mobility (SAM) grant in 
conjunction with the TED grant and came in third, so there is hope that the City is queuing up for 
some major funding for the Armstrong Highway 10 interchange.  
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated there is a proposed street name 
change.  It pertains to Sunfish Lake Business Park, specifically where Bunker Lake Blvd. meets 
Azurite and 143rd.  City Council requested EDA’s input.  Members decided to bring this back to the 
February meeting to discuss this in more depth seeing how this impacts businesses in the area. 
 
MEMBER INPUT 
 
Chairperson Riley welcomed Member Wise to the EDA. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Steffen, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members LeTourneau, Steffen, Skaff, Williams, 
and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 
 
The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Aaron Backman 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
JoAnn Shaw 
Planning Division Secretary 
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Authorize Budget for Washington D.C. Travel for Mayor Ramsey and City Administrator Ulrich to Lobby for

NorthStar Station Funding

Background:

The National Association of Counties (NACo) Conference is held on an annual basis in Washington, D.C.  The

Conference dates are March 5 - 9, 2011.  The last day of the conference is a day of lobbying on Capitol Hill.  Mayor

Ramsey and City Administrator Ulrich have indicated a desire to travel to Washington D.C. with the County Board

to lobby for funding for Ramsey's NorthStar Rail stop.  They are proposing to fly out on Tuesday, March 8 and

come back Wednesday, March 9. 

 

 

Observations:

The estimated budget is $1500, including air, hotel, meals and ground transportation. 

Funding Source:

Funding for this trip would come out of the Mayor and Council and Administration annual Travel/Lodging and

Training Budgets.

Council Action:

Motion to authorize funds for Mayor Ramsey to travel to Washington D.C. to lobby for funds for Ramsey's

NorthStar Rail Station.
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Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider change order for engineering services related to City project #08-21; water tower #3

Background:

Council awarded a contract for engineering services on water tower #3 to Progressive Consulting Engineers (PCE),

in an amount not to exceed $169,330, on April 22, 2008.  During implementation of the project the tower location

moved twice.  Initially it was to be located in Elmcrest Park, but due to poor soil conditions an alternative location

was investigated, chosen, and acquired.  This move occurred during production of the preliminary design report,

and water distribution modeling, site analysis, and report updates were required, resulting in an amended scope with

an increased budget of $5,000.  Following final approval of the project and award of a construction contract the

tower moved again within the newly acquired site, for which a change order was processed and approved by

Council on July 28, 2009.  At that time PCE requested an additional $5,000 for further revisions to the plans, but

staff recommended delaying such action until the project was closer to completion to see if cost savings could be

realized throughout the construction process.  The project is now substantially complete, and while some savings

were realized PCE has requested additional compensation in the amount of $2,700 to cover revisions associated

with the tower relocation.  The 2 scope revisions outlined above results in a total contract increase in the amount of

$7,700.

Observations:

At the time of approval of this project Council provided the Director of Public Works with authority to

process change orders up to a maximum of $15,000.  These scope revisions have been approved at staff level, but

are being advanced to Council for formal processing.

 

The original contracted construction project was approved in the amount of $3,188,400, and with change orders has

increased to a final cost of $3,225,553.  The approved change orders are as follows:

$22,877 for relocation of the tower on the newly acquired site (approved by Council on July 28, 2009)1.

$940 for minor electrical revisions (magnetic door switch relocation & additional outlet on mezzanine level)2.

$13,336 for paving revisions to the access drive and road into Elmcrest Park3.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of a change order to the PCE contract in the amount of $7,700 for required project

revisions outside of the original scope.  It is further recommended to approve a change order to the Chicago Bridge

& Iron (CB&I) contract in the amount of $14,276 for required construction revisions.

Council Action:

Motion to approve the change orders.

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 02/16/2011 03:24 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 11:09 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 02/16/2011 02:17 PM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



CC Regular Session Item #:  5. 4.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Tim Himmer

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider award of contract for geotechnical services and material testing.

Background:

The current 2 year geotechnical and material testing contract with Northern Technologies, Inc. (NTI) expired on

December 31, 2010.  Staff met with representatives of NTI to discuss the possibility of extending the existing

contract for another year.  NTI stated that they would be willing to extend the existing contract for another 2 years,

without any revisions to terms.  This means that the City will be able to take advantage of 2009 pricing, and

continue to utilize a local company through 2012.

 

This item was discussed in work session on January 18, 2011, under staff input, and it was the consensus of the

Council to extend the existing contract with NTI for another 2 years.  Staff stated that they would be bringing this

matter forward as a consent item on the next available regular Council meeting for final ratification.  Attached is

the proposed contract, which is being reviewed by the City attorney for legal matters.

Observations:

NTI has been representing the City on all public infrastructure projects, whether they are publicly or privately

initiated, since 2009.  They have performed very well for the duration of the contract, and have been able to

accommodate all project schedules with timely accurate information.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of a 2 year contract extension with NTI for geotechnical services and material testing,

subject to City attorney review of legal matters.

Council Action:

Motion to approve a 2 year contract extension with NTI for geotechnical services and material testing, through

2012, subject to review by the City attorney for legal matters.

Attachments

Contract documents

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 02/14/2011 03:20 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 08:45 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 02/14/2011 02:35 PM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



















CC Regular Session Item #:  5. 5.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Jackie Lipski

Finance

Information

Title:

Billslist 2-22-2011

Attachments

Billslist Resolution

Billslist

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Diana Lund Diana Lund 02/17/2011 10:50 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 11:09 AM

Form Started By: Jackie Lipski Started On: 02/17/2011 10:25 AM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



Councilmember  introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING CASH DISBURSEMENTS MADE AND AUTHORIZING 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING RECEIVED DURING THE 
PERIOD OF FEBRUARY 3, 2011 THROUGH FEBRUARY 16, 2011. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey Finance Department has made cash disbursements and 
received accounts payable invoicing during the period of February 3, 2011, through February 16, 
2011, in the amount of $593,432.68; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is required to authorize payment for 
all disbursement transactions. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the cash disbursements made and 

authorizes payment of the accounts payable invoices as detailed in the attached Bills List 
for the period February 3, 2011, through February 16, 2011, in the amount of 
$593,432.68. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember  
 , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 22nd day of February, 2011. 
 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 



 CITY OF RAMSEY - FINANCE OFFICE                           Printed  02/17/2011

           RAMSEY  CITY  COUNCIL  MEETING

02/22/2011
      

BILLS  LIST
 

DISBURSEMENTS TO BE APPROVED THIS MEETING:  

. SUBMITTED
FOR

DISBURSEMENT TYPE: APPROVAL

Purchase Journal:
Prepaids 2/3/11-2/16/11 240,468.30
Accounts Payable 2/3/11-2/16/11 185,877.81

Payroll      2/3/2011 128,336.57

Pay Estimate - Project 38,750.00

TOTAL SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL THIS MEETING
$ 593,432.68 

APPROVED 2011
PREV. MTG   Y.T.D.

DISBURSEMENTS PREVIOUSLY APPROVED AND PAID:
NET  PAYROLL TOTAL $ 171,270.54 $ 299,558.64 

    -      CORRECTION TO PAYROLL 

PREPAIDS 262,859.22 507,689.17 
    -      PREPAID ADJUSTMENTS

WIRE TRANSFERS FOR DEBT SERVICE 302,078.75 302,078.75
    -      CORRECTION TO D.S.

  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING - PREVIOUS MEETING:
    -      BILLS LIST SUBMITTED 92,022.95 433,365.77 

     ADD (DELETE) BILLS LIST SUBMITTED 
     PAY ESTIMATE(S) 39,895.37 

    - CHECKS VOIDED 0.00 0.00 

TOTAL CASH DISBURSEMENTS PREVIOUSLY APPROVED $ 828,231.46 $ 1,582,587.70 





















































































































CC Regular Session Item #:  5. 6.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: MaryJo Warner

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Authorize 18th Partial Payment to CB&I Inc. for IP 08-21 Water Tower No. 3

Background:

Resolution and Pay Request Attached

Recommendation:

Approving Payment to CB&I for IP 08-21 Water Tower No. 3

Funding Source:

n/a

Council Action:

Authorize Partial Payment to CB&I Inc. for IP 08-21 Water Tower No. 3

Attachments

Pay 18 Resolution 02.22.11

Resolution Attachment 02.22.11

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Himmer Tim Himmer 02/16/2011 11:53 AM

Mary Jo Warner (Originator) MaryJo Warner 02/16/2011 12:37 PM

Tim Himmer Tim Himmer 02/16/2011 12:38 PM

Brian Olson Brian Olson 02/16/2011 03:04 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 11:09 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 02/16/2011 11:09 AM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

Page 1 of 3 

 

Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

  RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 18
TH

 PARTIAL PAYMENT TO 

CHICAGO BRIDGE & IRON (CB&I), INC FOR IP 08-21 WATER TOWER #3 
 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council authorized the preparation of plans and 

specifications for the above referenced work on January 27, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council approved the plans and specifications and 

authorized the advertisement for bids for the above referenced work on May 12, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for IP 08-21, Water Tower #3,  bids 

were received, opened, tabulated, and a project awarded according to law on June 23, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 1
st
 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$60,610.00. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 2
nd

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$223,796.25. 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 3rd partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$799,427.85. 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 4
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$301,564.58. 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 5
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$333,016.32. 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 6
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$229,898.05. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 7
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$185,938.16. 

 



RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

Page 2 of 3 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 8
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$111,864.49. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 9
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$89,491.60. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 10
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$7,600.00. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 11
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$178,092.36. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 12
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$84,986.55. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 13
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$254,959.65. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 14
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$118,650.40. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 15
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$147,920.15. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 16
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$970.00. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 17
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$51,766.59. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends 18
th

 partial payment to CB & I, Inc. in the amount of 

$38,750.00. 

 



RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

Page 3 of 3 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes partial payment to CB & I, Inc. for Improvement 

Project 08-21, Water Tower #3 in the amount of $38,750.00. 
 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the partial pay request and authorizes the Mayor or 

City Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 
 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of February 22
nd

, 2010. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by and upon vote 

being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 

 

and the following voted against the same: 
 

and the following abstained: 
 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this 22
nd

 day of February 2011. 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 





CC Regular Session Item #:  5. 7.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: MaryJo Warner

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Adopt Resolution Dedicating City Owned Property at the Intersection of County Road 57 and Alpine Drive for

Project Purposes

Background:

See attached Resolution

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approving attached Resolution #11-02-XXX Dedicating City Owned Property for Project

Purposes 

 

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

Approve attached Resolution #11-02-XXX Dedicating City Owned Property for Project Purposes 

 

 

Attachments

Resolution 02.22.11

Attachment 02.22.11

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 02/14/2011 03:09 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 08:45 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 02/14/2011 09:04 AM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

Page 1 of 1 
 
 

Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 
 

RESOLUTION DEDICATING CITY OWNED PROPERTY FOR PROJECT PURPOSES 

 

WHEREA, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is the official governing body of the 

City of Ramsey; and 

 

WHEREAS, the plans and specifications for the reconstruction of County Road 57 and 

Alpine Drive from 1200 feet South and 1400 feet North of Alpine Drive on County Road 57 and 

450 feet West and 500 feet East of County Road 57 on Alpine Drive, designated as Anoka County 

Project No. S.P. 02-596-11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the plans and specifications for the Project require the use of various lands for 

the project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is the owner of the property, described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto; 

which parcel is required for the Project improvements. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAMSEY, 

ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

1. That said property is hereby dedicated to be used for the purposes of the Project as set forth in the 

plans and specifications.  

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

  

and the following were absent: 

 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 22

nd
 

day of February 2011. 

              

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 

       

City Clerk 





CC Regular Session Item #:  5. 8.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: MaryJo Warner

Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Adopt Resolution Dedicating City Owned Property in the vicinity of County State Aid Highway No. 116 (Bunker

Lake Boulevard) from Germanium to Basalt Street for Project Purposes 

 

  

Background:

See attached Resolution

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approving attached Resolution #11-02-XXX Dedicating City Owned Property for Project

Purposes 

 

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

Approve Resolution Dedicating City Owned Property for Project Purposes

Attachments

Resolution 02.22.11

Attachment to Resolution 02.22.11

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 02/14/2011 03:27 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 09:02 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 02/14/2011 03:16 PM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

Page 1 of 1 
 
 

Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 
 

RESOLUTION DEDICATING CITY OWNED PROPERTY FOR PROJECT PURPOSES 

 

WHEREA, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is the official governing body of the 

City of Ramsey; and 

 

WHEREAS, the plans and specifications for the reconstruction of County State Aid 

Highway No. 116 (Bunker Lake Boulevard) from Germanium to Basalt Street, are designated as 

Anoka County Project No S.P. 02-716-11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the plans and specifications for the Project require the use of various lands for 

the project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is the owner of the property, described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto; 

which parcel is required for the Project improvements. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAMSEY, 

ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

1. That said property is hereby dedicated to be used for the purposes of the Project as set forth in the 

plans and specifications.  

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

  

and the following were absent: 

 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 22

nd
 

day of February 2011. 

              

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 

       

City Clerk 





CC Regular Session Item #:  5. 9.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Colleen Lasher

Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting on 02-08-11

 

Case 1: Consider a Resolution to Reclassify the Fire Inspector to Fire Marshal

 

Case 2: Consider a Resolution Ending the Probation Period of the Senior Accountant

  

Case 3: Consider a Resolution Ending the Probation Period of the Human Resources Representative 

 

Background:

Case 1:  

The case was presented stating that as part of the 2011 budget discussion the reclassification of the Fire Inspector to

Fire Marshal was determined to be of a benefit to the City whereby providing better service the city’s businesses

and streamlining processes within the Fire Department. The Fire Chief explained that currently, if there is a

question at a business the Fire Inspector is required to bring that question back to the Fire Chief for interpretation.

Reclassification of this position streamlines this function and allows the Fire Marshal to handle questions right

away.  The Fire Chief also stated that having a Fire Marshall that is open to code interpretation serves the city’s

business community efficiently and serves to build positive relationships.  Over the last two plus years the Fire

Chief has been working with the Fire Inspector in this area and feels that the Fire Inspector is well suited for

the Fire Marshal duties. 

  

Case 2:

The case was presented stating that a reorganization took place in the Finance Department. Denelle McAlpine, the

then current Accountant I, was promoted to Senior Accountant. As of February 24, 2011 Ms. McAlpine will have

successfully completed the required 6-month probation for the Senior Accountant position. 

 

Case 3:

The case was presented explaining that a reorganization took place in Administrative Services. Colleen Lasher, the

then current Human Resources Technician, was promoted to Human Resources Representative. As of March 1,

2011 Ms. Lasher will have successfully completed the required 6-month probation for the Human Resource

Representative position. 

Recommendation:

Case 1:

Motioned that the City Council adopts resolution # 11-02-XXX approving the reclassification of the Fire Inspector

to Fire Marshal.   

 

Case 2:

Motioned to recommend that the City Council adopt resolution 11-02-XXX ending the probation of the Senior

Accountant. 

 

Case 3:   

Motioned to recommend that the City Council adopt resolution 11-02-XXX ending the probation of the Human

Resources Representative.



Council Action:

Case 1:

Make a motion to confirm the recommendation of the Personnel Committee adopting resolution # 11-02-XXX to

reclassify the Fire Inspector to Fire Marshal.  

 

Case 2:

Make a motion to confirm the recommendation of the Personnel Committee adopting resolution # 11-02-XXX to

end the probation of the Senior Accountant.   

 

Case 3:   

Make a motion to confirm the recommendation of the Personnel Committee  adopting resolution # 11-02-XXX to

end the probation of the Human Resources Representative.

Attachments

Agenda 02-08-11 PCM

Case 1 Documents

Case 2 Documents

Case 3 Documents

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 09:02 AM

Form Started By: Colleen Lasher Started On: 02/15/2011 

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 

































CC Regular Session Item #:  5. 10.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Diana Lund

Finance

Information

Title:

Report from Finance Committee of 2-8-11 (This includes adoption of Resolutions related to EDA, Enterprise and

General Fund Budgets)

Background:

Three Cases were presented to the Finance Committee:

 

Case 1:  Consider Fee for Agent of Record for Property, Casualty and Workers Compensation.  Staff presented a

payment history for agent of record services and what neighboring cities currently pay.  Staff was requested to

approach the city's agent regarding another two-year contract service agreement.  This has been placed on the

finance committee of February 22.

 

Case 2:  Consider "Self-Serve" Canoe and Kayak Access for Sunfish Lake Park and Public Bikes for the COR. 

Staff presented how the 'self-serve' public kayak and canoes would be operated with a swipe card available at city

hall and day rental of bikes for use in the COR.  Funding would come from the Park Trust Fund in the amount

of $9,000 and $5,000 from the Statewide Health Improvement Program Grant (SHIP).  A concern was raised over

the liability issue and staff was asked to research with city's insurance agent.  The city received a copy of the waiver

form used by the League of MN Cities and there is an additional insurance charge of $14.50 for canoes and kayaks. 

 

 

Case 3:  Review of Budgets - Eda, Enterprise and General Fund - An overview was given of the budget

amendments to reflect final activity for 2010 and 2011 budgets for the EDA and Enterprise Funds. 

 

 

Observations:

 

 

Council Action:

Motion to confirm the recommendation of the Finance Committee on the following cases:

 

Case1:  Motion to confirm the recommendation of the Finance Committee to recommend that the City Council

authorize a not-to-exceed amount of $5,800 for the City's Agent of Record for Property, Casualty and Workers

Compensation services.

 

 

Case 2:  Motion to confirm the recommendation of the Finance Committee to recommend that the City Council

approve funding of the self-serve canoe and kayak system at a not-to-exceed amount of $9,000 from the Park Trust

Fund, and apply $5,000 in SHIP monies to the canoes and kayaks, first, with any excess SHIP funds to

be used toward the purchase of public bicycles.

 

Case 3:  Motion to confirm the recommendation of the Finance Committee to accept the budgets for EDA,

Enterprise and General Fund and adopt attached corresponding resolutions.



Attachments

Resolution Amending 2010 EDA Budget

Resolution Adopting 2011 EDA Budget

Resolution Amending 2010 Enterprise Budgets

Resolution Adopting 2011 Enterprise Budgets

Resolution Amending 2010 General Fund Budget

Finance Committee Agenda of 2-8-11

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 08:45 AM

Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 02/14/2011 07:56 AM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2010 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
OPERATING BUDGET 
 
 WHEREAS, during the year 2010, the Ramsey City Council acted on matters impacting 
revenue and expenditures budget of the Economic Development Authority for items that were 
not included in the original budget for the year ending December 31, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for financial reporting purposes, amendment to the Economic Development 
Authority budget is to be made in the form of a Budget Amendment Resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following budget amendments are required to confirm Council’s actions 
taken by motion and/or discussion and to reflect actual activity for the year ending December 31, 
2010: 
 

To amend revenue activities based on budget amendments made by Council action during 
2010 and actual moneys received over (under) budget from $294,705 to $276,506 or a 
total net decrease of $18,199. 
 
Taxes $(18,199) 
Interest Earnings 0 
Miscellaneous Revenues                 0   
Net increase/decrease Budgeted Revenues $(18,199) 
 
To amend expenditure activities based on budget amendments made by Council action 
during 2010 and actual moneys spent over (under) budget from 291,705 to $245,326 or a 
net decrease of $46,379: 
 
Personal Service $(32,668) 
Supplies 1,825 
Other Services and Charges 45,922 
Capital Outlay (61,458) 
Transfers to Other Funds           0 
Net Decrease Budgeted Expenditures $(46,379) 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) That the City Council hereby directs the Finance Director to enter these budget 

amendments into the City’s financial records. 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
 Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City 
Council this the 8th day of February, 2011. 
 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
 



 
 

Councilmember  introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2011 CITY OF RAMSEY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FUND BUDGET 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 

2011 is hereby adopted for the Economic Development Authority Fund as follows: 
 
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUND 
 
  Revenues: 
   Taxes (EDA Levy) $291,705 
   Interest Earnings $3,000 
  Total Revenues $294,705 
 
  Operating and Capital Expenditures: 
   Personal Services 86,445 
   Supplies 8,500 
   Services and Charges 51,650 
   Capital Outlay 145,110 
   Other Financing Uses – 
    Operating Transfers          0 
  Total Operating and Capital Expenditures $291,705 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 8th day of February, 2011. 
 
 
              
       Mayor 
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ATTEST: 
  
 
       
City Clerk 
 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2010 CITY OF RAMSEY ENTERPRISE FUNDS 
BUDGETS 
 
 WHEREAS, during the year 2010, the Ramsey City Council acted on matters impacting 
revenue and expenditures budgets of the City’s enterprise funds for items that were not included 
in the original budget for the year ended December 31, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for financial reporting purposes, amendments to the City’s enterprise funds 
budgets are to be made in the form of a Budget Amendment Resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the following budget amendments are required to confirm Council's actions 
taken by motion and/or discussion and to reflect actual activity for the year ended December 31, 
2010: 
 
WATER UTILITY FUND #601 
To amend revenue activities based on budget amendments made by Council action during 2010 
and actual moneys received over (under) budget from $1,911,226 to $1,901,882 for a total net 
decrease of $9,344: 
 

Water Sales  $(12,489)  
Miscellaneous-Internal Loan Repayment-Muni Center          3,145 
Net Decrease in Water Utility Fund Budgeted Revenues $(9,344)   

 
To amend expenditure activities based on wage contract settlements, budget amendments made 
by Council action during 2010 and actual moneys spent over (under) budget from $1,481,910 to 
$1,392,009 for a total net decrease of $89,901: 
 

Personal Services $12,886 
Supplies (meter reading system) (36,160) 
Other Services and Charges (19,627) 
Depreciation     (47,000) 
Net Decrease in Water Utility Fund Budgeted Expenses $(89,901)  

 
SEWER UTILITY FUND #602 
To amend revenue activities based on budget amendments made by Council action during 2010 
and actual moneys received over (under) budget from $1,373,761 to $1,372,897 for a total net 
decrease of $864: 
 

Sewer Charges  $29,379 
Miscellaneous Revenue      (30,243) 
Net Decrease in Sewer Utility Fund Budgeted Revenues $(864)    
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To amend expenditure activities based on wage contract settlements, budget amendments made 
by Council action during 2010 and actual moneys spent over (under) budget from $1,204,728 to 
$1,145,706 for a total net decrease of $59,022: 
 

Personal Services $(52,174) 
Supplies 930 
Other Services and Charges (7,778) 
Depreciation    (0) 
Net decrease in Sewer Utility Fund Budgeted Expenses $(59,022)      

 
STREET LIGHT UTILITY FUND #603 
To amend revenue activities based on budget amendments made by Council action during 2010 
and actual moneys received over (under) budget from $195,368 to $199,272 for a total net 
increase of $3,904: 
 

Street Light Charges  $3,904      
Interest Earned on Investments         0 
Net Increase in St Light Utility Fund Budgeted Revenues $3,904     

 
To amend expenditure activities budget amendments made by Council action during 2010 and 
actual moneys spent over (under) budget from $171,479 to $174,532 for a total net increase of 
$3,053: 
 

Other Services and Charges 3,053 
Depreciation         0 
Net Increase in St Light Utility Fund Budgeted Expenses $3,053   

 
RECYCLING FUND #604 
To amend revenue activities based on budget amendments made by Council action during 2010 
and actual moneys received over (under) budget from $335,673 to $343,441 for a total net 
increase of $7,768: 
 

Miscellaneous Revenue $7,768  
Grants 0 
Investment Earnings          0 
Net Increase in Recycling Fund Budgeted Revenues $7,768 
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To amend expenditure activities based on wage contract settlements, budget amendments made 
by Council action during 2010 and actual moneys spent over (under) budget from $323,392 to 
$314,661 for a total net decrease of $8,731: 
 

Personal Services $772 
Supplies (2,310) 
Other Services and Charges      (7,193)       
Net Decrease in Recycling Fund Budgeted Expenses $(8,731)   

 
STORM WATER UTILITY FUND #605 
To amend revenue activities based on budget amendments made by Council action during 2010 
and actual moneys received over (under) budget from $614,184 to $625,367 for a total net 
increase of $11,183. 
 

Storm Water Charges $11,183 
Miscellaneous Revenue           0 
Net increase in Storm Water Fund Budgeted Revenues $11,183 

 
To amend expenditure activities based on wage contract settlements, budget amendments made 
by Council action during 2010 and actual moneys spent over (under) budget from $395,069 to 
$391,477 for a total net decrease of $3,592: 
 

Personal Services $ (1,743)            
Supplies 10,390 
Other Services and Charges (7,463) 
Depreciation              (4,776) 
Net decrease in Storm Water Fund Budgeted Expenses $   (3,592) 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) That the City Council hereby directs the Finance Director to enter these budget  

amendments into the City’s financial records. 
 
The motion for adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember and 
upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 8th day of February, 2011. 
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      Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
        
City Clerk 
 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2011 CITY OF RAMSEY ENTERPRISE FUNDS 
OPERATING BUDGETS 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, COUNTY OF ANOKA, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 

2011 is hereby adopted for the Water Utility Fund as follows: 
 
 WATER UTILITY FUND   
  Revenues:   
   Operating Revenues $1,640,075  
   Other Revenues-   
    Interest Earnings      220,000  
   Total Revenues $1,860,075  
   
  Expenses:   
   Operating Expenses $803,595  
   Other Expenses   
    Depreciation 647,660  
    Administrative Transfer     33,000  
   Total Expenses $1,484,255  
 
 
2) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 

2011 is hereby adopted for the Sewer Utility Fund as follows: 
 
 SEWER UTILITY FUND   
  Revenues:   
   Operating Revenues $1,244,830  
   Other Revenues-   
    Interest Earnings    80,000  
   Total Revenues $1,324,830  
   
  Expenses:   
   Operating Expenses $749,810  
   Other Expenses   
    Depreciation 497,434  
    Administrative Transfer      27,000  
   Total Expenses $1,274,244  
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3) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 
2011 is hereby adopted for the Street Light Utility Fund as follows: 

 
 STREET LIGHT UTILITY FUND   
  Revenues:   
  Operating Revenues $171,678  
   Other Revenues-   
    Interest Earnings     20,000  
   Total Revenues $191,678  
   
  Expenses:   
   Operating Expenses $134,328  
   Other Expenses   
    Depreciation 40,000  
    Administrative Transfer    13,000  
   Total Expenses $187,328  
   
 
4) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 

2011 is hereby adopted for the Recycling Utility Fund as follows: 
 
 RECYCLING UTILITY FUND   
  Revenues:   
   Operating Revenues $335,879  
   Other Revenues-   
                                             Miscellaneous Revenue      0  
    Interest Earnings         200  
   Total Revenues $336,079  
   
  Expenses:   
   Operating Expenses $316,392  
   Other Expenses   
    Administrative Transfer       8,000  
   Total Expenses $324,392  
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5) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 
2011 is hereby adopted for the Storm Water Utility Fund as follows: 

 
 STORM WATER UTILITY FUND   
  Revenues:   
   Operating Revenues $606,184  
   Other Revenues-   
                                             Interest Earnings       8,000      
   
   
   Total Revenues $614,184  
 
  Expenses:   
   Operating Expenses $144,152  
   Other Expenses   
               Depreciation 229,776  
    Administrative Transfer      22,000  
   Total Expenses $395,928  
   
 
That the motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by and upon vote 
being taken thereon, the following voted in favor:  
 
the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this 8th of February, 2011. 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
       
City Clerk 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-02-XXX 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2010 FINAL BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF AMENDING THE CITY’S GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
  

WHEREAS, during the year 2010, the Ramsey City Council acted on matters impacting 
revenue and expenditures budgets of the City’s General fund for items that were not included in 
the original budget for December 31, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for financial reporting purposes, amendments to the City’s General Fund 
Budget are to be made in the form of a Budget Amendment Resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the following budget amendments are in addition to those previously 
adopted and are required to reflect actual activity for the year ended December 31, 2010; 
 

 
GENERAL FUND #101 

To amend revenue activities based on budget amendments made by Council action during 2010 
and actual moneys received over (under) budget from $9,698,041 to $9,639,221 for a total net 
decrease of $58,820: 
 
 Taxes $ (190,542) 
 Licenses and Permits  11,822 
 Intergovernmental Revenues  53,088 
 Changes for Services  110,287 
 Fines and Penalties  (19,801) 
 Miscellaneous Revenues  (23,674) 
 Interest Earnings  (0)
 Transfers in From Other Funds  
 Net Decrease in General Fund Budgeted Revenues $ (58,820) 

    ___ (0) 

 
To amend expenditure activities based on actual moneys spent over (under) budget for the 2010 
calendar year.  This amendment incorporates budget amendments made by Council action during 
2010.  This amendment will amend expenditure activities from $9,698,041 to $10,689,488 for a 
net increase of $991,448.   
 General Government $ (112,432) 
 Public Safety  (250,774) 
 Public Works  (92,014) 
 Parks and Recreation         (26,331) 
 Transfers to Other Funds (includes $1,603,000 of encumbrances)  
 Net Increase in General Fund Budgeted Expenditures $ 991,448 

1,472,999 

 



Resolution #11-02-XXX 
Page 2 of 2 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 8th day of February, 2011. 
 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
 

























CC Regular Session Item #:  7. 1.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Tim Gladhill

Community Development

Information

Title:

Request for a Home Occupation Permit to Operate a Home Based Office for Carefree Home Services at 7830

149th Ln NW; Case of Michael Beach

Background:

On January 6, 2011, the City received an application for a Home Occupation Permit from Michael Beach to

continue a home-based office to support the operation of Carefree Home Services. The City previously approved

the operation as an Interim Use Permit (IUP) on January 22, 2008, which is set to expire January 22, 2011. The

previous application was approved under a previous ordinance regulating home occupations. The Applicant now

has the ability to petition the City Council, following the procedures of a conditional use permit process, to operate

home occupations that operate beyond certain parameters, such as the number of non-resident employees.

Notification:

A Public Hearing was held on Thursday, February 3, 2011.  Property owners within 350 feet of the Subject

Property were notified of the Public Hearing via Standard US Mail.  The Public Hearing was properly advertised in

the Anoka County Union.

Observations:

The Beach family has been operating Carefree Home Services out of their home since 1990. Michael Beach is the

owner of the Subject Property and owner/operator of Carefree Home Services. A complaint was made about

parking at the home in 2007, which triggered the original review as an IUP. The original review revealed that there

were clear indications of a home-based business. The IUP was approved at that time with the intention to allow the

owner ample time to find an suitable alternative location to continue the office operations for Carefree Home

Services. 

 

Since that time, the City approved amendments to the Home Occupation Ordinance to allow for flexibility in

home-based businesses, including administrative approvals and City Council approval for home occupations

operating beyond certain thresholds.

 

The Subject Property is approximately one (1) acre, and thus, the Applicant would be allowed one (1) non-resident

employee to work on the Subject Property and is permitted up to 20% of the gross living area of the dwelling unit

for activities related to the Home Occupation.

 

According the Applicant, Carefree Home Services is a home health care agency providing personal care services to

clients in their homes. Employees provide these services at the clients' residence and do not come to the Subject

Property for any required work.  The Applicant has clients in the northern metro, Brainerd, and Mora. The Brainerd

and Mora areas, which include roughly half of the clients and employees, are handled by managing personnel in

those areas, and do not report to the Subject Property.

 

The Applicant has only one non-resident employee coming in to the Subject Property daily and uses approximately

16% of the 2,662 square foot dwelling unit for the Home Occupation. Hours of operation are proposed to be from

8:30am to 5:00pm Mon-Thurs, 8:30am to 1:00pm on Friday, and closed Saturday and Sunday. A majority of the

office operation done through the Subject Property is done by phone, mail, fax, or computer. File management,

billing, and payroll for the whole company and staffing for the local area is done from the Subject Property. The

Applicant does have the occasional person coming into the office to exchange paperwork, but this is proposed to be



reduced to only 2 or 3 people a week on average, since the Applicant is no longer allowing checks to be picked up

as of February 1, 2011 (there were about 4-5 people picking up checks previously).

 

The number of non-resident employees triggers review by the Planning Commission and City Council. The

Applicant was offered an alternative to appoint one (1) person to serve as the non-resident employee and all others

to correspond via means that do not require being physically at the Subject Property, however, the Applicant states

that the flexibility of allowing 2-3 non-resident employees to arrive at the Subject Property is critical to the core

function of the business. The Applicant also expects some downsizing as the Department of Human Services has

announced some cuts to services and a greater on-line presence, additional office staff is not necessary. The

Applicant expects no more than two (2) vehicle trips per day related to the Home Occupation and states that all

parking can be accommodated on the existing driveway.  At the Planning Commission meeting, the Applicant

clarified that one non-resident employee works at the Subject Property, and the remainder work off-site and only

come to the Subject Property occasionally related to paperwork.  The Applicant stated at the Planning Commission

that no more than four (4) non-resident employees will be at the Subject Property at one time.

 

Recent inspections and review of aerial photography reveal that off-street parking accommodated on the existing

driveway are the only indications of the home occupation. The number of motor vehicles seen through this review

(no more than 3-4 at a time) reveal that traffic levels may certainly be elevated, but only to a minor degree. In

addition, the City has no indication or evidence that traffic levels allowed under the home occupation ordinance are

exceeded.

Recommendation:

The Planning Commission recommends approval of the Home Occupation Permit.

Funding Source:

All costs associated with the application are the responsibility of the Applicant.  An escrow has been placed by the

Applicant to cover City costs of the application.

Council Action:

Motion to adopt the resolution adopting findings of fact,

 

-AND-

 

Motion to adopt the resolution approving the request for a home occupation.

 

-OR-

 

Motion to deny the request based on findings of fact.

Attachments

Site Location Map

Supplemental Questionnaire

Proposed Findings of Fact

Proposed Home Occupation Permit
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Councilmember ________  introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-02-___ 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT #____ RELATING TO A REQUEST FROM 
MICHAEL BEACH FOR A HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT TO OPERATE A HOME OFFICE 
FOR CAREFREE HOME SERVICES ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 7830 149TH

 
 LN NW. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey received an application from Michael Beach requesting a home 
occupation permit to operate a home office in a dwelling unit located on the property generally known as 
7830 149th

 
 Ln NW and legally described as follows: 

Lot 5, Block 1, Greenland Hills, City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Minnesota. 
 
(the "Subject Property") 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THIS CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA that the findings of fact relating to the 
request are determined to be as follows: 
 
1. That on January 6, 2011, Michael Beach, herein referred to as the “Applicant”, properly applied 

for a home occupation permit to operate a home office for Carefree Home Services (the “Home 
Occupation”) in a dwelling unit with four (4) non-resident employees on the Subject Property. 
 

2. That the Applicant appeared before the Ramsey Planning Commission for a public hearing 
pursuant to Section 117-51 of the City Code on February 3, 2011, and that said public hearing 
was properly advertised. 
 

3. That the Subject Property is zoned R-1 Central Rural Reserve, and the surrounding parcels are 
zoned R-1 Central Rural Reserve or Town Center (TC-4a). 

 
4. That the Subject Property is approximately 1.01 acres and is surrounded by lots of similar sizes. 

 
5. That the Applicant shall occupy and own the dwelling unit on the site of the Home Occupation. 

 
6. That the Home Occupation is located in the dwelling unit located on the Subject Property and 

shall occupy less than 20% of the gross floor area of the dwelling unit (438 square feet / 2662 
square feet = 16%). 
 

7. That there will not be at least 400 square feet of garage space will be reserved for indoor 
residential parking and storage related to the residential us on the Subject Property. 

 
8. That the City finds there is no exterior evidence of the existence of the Home Occupation on the 

Subject Property other than motor vehicles owned by employees. 
 

9. That there is no interior or exterior business signs or display related to the Home Occupation on 
the Subject Property. 
 

10. That there shall be no more than two (2) vehicle trips per 24 hour period related to the Home 
Occupation, under the permitted two (2) vehicle trips per standard eight (8) hour business day or 
sixteen vehicle trips within a twenty-four (24) hour period, as established in City Code Sec. 117-
351 (Home Occupations). 
 

11. That the City finds the Home Occupation does not constitute a fire hazard to neighboring 
residences. 
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12. That the Home Occupation does not include operations related to internal combustion engines, 
body shops, ammunition manufacturing, motor vehicle repairs or sale. 
 

13. That the Home Occupation does employ four one (41) persons that do not live in the dwelling 
unit on the Subject Property.  Additional nNon-resident employees will arrive at the Subject 
Property for activities related to paperwork, but will not work at the Subject Property.  All 
activities other than storing vehicles and equipment will occur off-site. 
 

14. That the Home Occupation does not involve operating methods that include transactions with 
the public (customers, clients, consultants, subcontractors, etc.) on the Subject Property. 
 

15. That the Home Occupation does not conduct retail sales on the Subject Property. 
 
16. That the Home Occupation business hours are proposed to be 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday 

through Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Friday.  The Home Occupation will not operate on 
Saturdays or Sundays. 

 
17. That all structures shall comply with all applicable codes, including, but not limited to, building, 

fire and zoning. 
 

18. That the City finds the Home Occupation operates beyond the parameters of a general and 
administrative home occupation permit requirements (117-351) and therefore requires Planning 
Commission and City Council review and approval.  
 

19. That the City finds that the Home Occupation operates/does not operate beyond the intent and 
parameters of 117-351 (Home Occupations) and finds that the Home Occupation is/is not low-
level and is not a use typically found in a residential area. 
 

20. That the proposed use will/will not adversely impact traffic in the area. 
 
21. That the proposed use will/will not be compatible with the residential neighborhood due to 

density and lot size of the surrounding lots.  
 
22. That the proposed use will/will not be unduly dangerous or otherwise detrimental to persons 

residing or working in the vicinity of the use or to the public welfare. 
 
23. That the proposed use will/will not substantially adversely impair the use, enjoyment, or market 

value of neighboring properties. 
 
24. That the proposed use will/will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future neighboring 

uses. 
 
25. That the proposed use will/will not be served adequately by public facilities and services such as 

highways and streets. 
 
26. That the proposed use will/will not create excessive additional requirements at public cost for 

public facilities and services, and it will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the 
community. 

 
27. That the proposed use will/will not involve activities and uses that will be detrimental to any 

persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, 
smoke, fumes, glare, or odors. 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_____________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
and the following abstained: 
 
  
and the following were absent: 
 
  
 
where upon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
on this the 22nd

 
 day of February, 2011. 

              
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
City Clerk 



Councilmember ___________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-02-___ 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF A HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT TO 
OPERATE A HOME OFFICE ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 7830 149TH

 

 LN NW BASED 
ON FINDINGS OF FACT #____ AND DECLARING TERMS OF PERMIT 

 WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council adopted Resolution #10-10-___ adopting Findings of Fact 
#____ for this use and herein approves the home occupation permit. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
On February 22nd, a home occupation permit ("Permit") was issued by the City of Ramsey ("CITY") to 
Michael Beach ("PERMITTEE") to operate a home office located on the property generally known as 
7830 149th

 
 Ln NW and legally described as follows: 

Lot 5, Block 1, Greenland Hills, City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Minnesota. 
 
(the "Subject Property") 

 
This permit is issued pursuant to Section 117-51 and 117-351 of the Ramsey City Code.  The conditions 
of this permit are as follows: 
 
1. That this resolution shall allow for a home office in a dwelling unit (the “Home Occupation”) to 

operate on the Subject Property.  Only 20% of the gross floor area of the dwelling unit may be 
used for the Home Occupation and the PERMITTEE shall be required to reserve at least 400 
square feet of accessory structure space for the purposes of the primary residential use. 

 
2. That the PERMITTEE shall reside in the dwelling unit of the Subject Property and is allowed 

four (4) non-resident employees (the “Non-resident Employees”) on the Subject Property unless 
otherwise permitted by City Code. The Non-resident Employees may only arrive on-site to pick-
up paperwork.  The Non-resident Employees may not perform any other function related to the 
Home Occupation on the Subject Property.  Notification must be given to the CITY if the 
PERMITTEE will utilize non-resident employees. 

 
3. That the established business hours are Monday through Thursday between 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

and on Fridays between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on the Subject Property.  The Home Occupation 
may not operate on Saturdays or Sundays. 
 

4. That the number of vehicular traffic trips per day to the Subject Property may not exceed two 
trips per hour per standard eight (8) hour business day or sixteen (16) vehicle trips per twenty-
four (24) hour period and vehicular traffic trips including deliveries, customer, sub-contractor and 
employee trips, five (5) days a week on the Subject Property.  

 
5. That the PERMITTEE may not lease the business portion of the accessory structures located on 

the Subject Property to any person(s) that does not reside on the Subject Property. 
 

6. That the PERMITTEE agrees to comply with Chapter 117, Article II, Division 6, Subdivision 1 
of City Code, titled “Signs”. 
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7. That the PERMITTEE agrees to comply with section 117-355 of City Code relating to outside 

storage and maneuvering of vehicles and equipment on the Subject Property; all parking and 
maneuvering areas on the Subject Property must be surfaced with either concrete or bituminous. 
 

8. That employees shall park on the driveway on the Subject Property. 
 

9. That the PERMITTEE must obtain all applicable permits to ensure that the structures are 
compliant with all applicable state and local codes. 

 
10. That should the PERMITTEE die or sell the Subject Property, the Permit shall be automatically 

terminated, except that in the case of death, should a surviving spouse or child, residing at the 
same address, desire to continue the home occupation, written notice to that effect shall be given 
to the City Administrator and the City Council may authorize continuation of the Permit without 
further hearing. 
 

11. The PERMITTEE shall reside on the Subject Property; if the PERMITTEE does not reside on 
the Subject Property, the Permit shall be terminated. 

 
12. That adequate water supply and on-site sewage disposal facilities shall be the responsibility of the 

PERMITTEE. 
 
13. The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for maintaining any applicable State or County licenses. 
 
14. The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for all costs incurred in the administration and 

enforcement of this Permit. 
 
15. That the City Administrator, or his/her designee, shall have the right to inspect the premises for 

compliance and safety purposes annually or at any time, upon reasonable request. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember _______, 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
and the following voted against the same: 
  
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
  
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 
22nd

  
 day of February, 2011. 
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Michael Beach, owner(s) of fee title to the Subject Property, hereby acknowledge receipt of this Permit 
and has reviewed the conditions of this Permit and has agreed to comply with the terms of this Permit. 
 
Michael Beach 
 
     
      

 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF ___________ ) 
 
On this ______ day of ________________, _____, before me a Notary Public, personally appeared 
Michael Beach, owner(s) of fee title to the Subject Property, to me known to be the person(s) described in 
and who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged that he/she executed the same as his/her 
free act and deed. 
 
       ____________________________________ 
                  Notary Public 
CITY OF RAMSEY: 
 
 
By: _______________________________  By: ________________________________ 
              Mayor       City Clerk 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 
 
On this ___________ day of __________________________, _____, before me, a Notary Public, 
personally appeared Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M Thieling, to me personally known, who, being each by 
me duly sworn did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the 
Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is the 
corporate seal of said Municipal corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed on behalf of 
said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council and said Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M. Thieling 
acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of said Municipal Corporation. 
 
       ____________________________________ 
         Notary Public 
 
The document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 
The City of Ramsey     Randall and Goodrich 
7550 Sunwood Dr NW      2140 Fourth Avenue 
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303    Anoka, MN  55303 



CC Regular Session Item #:  7. 2.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Chris Anderson

Community Development

Information

Title:

Adopt Ordinance for Sale of City Owned Property in Auditor's Subdivision Number 27; Case of City of Ramsey

and Cross of Hope Lutheran Church

Background:

At the January 25, 2011 regular City Council meeting, the Cross of Hope Addition final plat was approved,

contingent upon several items, including the sale of City-owned land to Cross of Hope Lutheran Church.  The

parcel, which is approximately 0.45 acres (fifty [50] feet wide by 394 feet long), was originally deeded to the City

in 1983 for a future service road as a requirement of the church's original site plan approval.  A service road is no

longer considered necessary along 179th Lane.  Additionally, the Plat does dedicate sufficient drainage and utility

easement and right of way to satisfy City Code subdivision design standards and Anoka County standards for right

of way width.

 

A sketch showing the City-owned parcel referenced above is attached.

 

Observations:

The ordinance was introduced at the February 8, 2011 City Council meeting and is now eligible for adoption.  In

addition, the Council has already acted on the request to convey a portion of permanent road easement to the

property owner on the adjacent parcel as requested by the Applicant.  Tonight's request is to convey the portion

held in fee title by the City to the Applicant.

Recommendation:

It appears that the fifty (50) foot parcel was conveyed to the City as a requirement of site plan approval in the early

1980s.  Considering this, City Staff recommends adopting the ordinance authorizing the sale of real property (the

50 foot parcel) for $1.00 and other good and valuable consideration. Staff further recommends that the City’s

permanent easement be conveyed to the Church upon filing of the Plat which will dedicate the requisite right of

way for 179th Lane NW. 

 

Funding Source:

All costs associated with reviewing the application are the responsibility of the Applicant. 

 

Council Action:

Motion to waive the reading of the ordinance per City Charter AND adopt Ordinance #11-___ authorizing the sale

of property legally described on attached Exhibit A, contingent upon recording of Cross of Hope Addition plat.

 

Roll Call Vote:    

 

Councilmember David Jeffrey 

Councilmember Jeff Wise 

Councilmember Colin McGlone

Councilmember Randy Backous



Councilmember Randy Backous

Councilmember David Elvig

Councilmember Jason Tossey

Mayor Bob Ramsey

 

 

 

Attachments

Site Location Map

Exhibit A (legal description of parcel to be sold)

Sale Exhibit

Proposed Ordinance

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 02/16/2011 02:05 PM

Amber Miller Amber Miller 02/16/2011 02:16 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 08:45 AM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/14/2011 08:42 AM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 
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Exhibit A 

 

Commencing at the Northeast corner of the west 10 acres of the east 20 acres of 

Lot 1, Auditor’s Subdivision Number 27, Anoka County, Minnesota, thence south 

on the east line of said tract a distance of 33.90 feet to the actual point of 

beginning of the parcel to be described; thence south a distance of 50 feet; thence 

west and parallel to the center line of County State Aid Highway No. 7 to the west 

line of said tract; thence north on the west line of said tract a distance of 50 feet to 

a point which is 36.81 feet southerly of the Northwest corner of said tract; thence 

east parallel to the center line of said County State Aid Highway No. 7 to the 

point of commencement. 
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ORDINANCE #11-__ 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN CITY OWNED 

PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF RAMSEY. 

 

The City of Ramsey ordains: 

 

SECTION 1.  PURPOSE 

 

 It is the purpose of this Ordinance to authorize the City to sell certain real property, 

which property the City Council has determined is no longer necessary for the City’s purposes.  

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of Section 12.5 of the City 

Charter. 

 

SECTION 2.  SALE AUTHORIZATION 

 

 The City Council hereby declares the following legally described real property, owned by 

the City, as surplus property and hereby authorizes its sale.  Said property is legally described as 

follows: 

 

Commencing at the Northeast corner of the west 10 acres of the east 20 acres of 

Lot 1, Auditor’s Subdivision Number 27, Anoka County, Minnesota, thence south 

on the east line of said tract a distance of 33.90 feet to the actual point of 

beginning of the parcel to be described; thence south a distance of 50 feet; thence 

west and parallel to the center line of County State Aid Highway No. 7 to the west 

line of said tract; thence north on the west line of said tract a distance of 50 feet to 

a point which is 36.81 feet southerly of the Northwest corner of said tract; thence 

east parallel to the center line of said County State Aid Highway No. 7 to the 

point of commencement. 

 

SECTION 3.  TERMS OF SALE 

 

The City Council has, by a properly enacted motion, determined the consideration and 

terms upon which the above described property may be sold.   

 

SECTION 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 This Ordinance becomes effective upon its passage and thirty (30) days after its 

publication according to law, subject to City Charter Provision, Section 5.7. 

 

 

 

 



PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota, the ___ day of 

__________, 2011. 

 

             

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 
       

City Administrator 

 

 

 

 

Introduction Date:     

Posting Dates:     

Adoption Date:     

Publication Date:     

Effective Date:     

 



CC Regular Session Item #:  7. 3.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Aaron Backman

Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Revised Real Estate Services Agreement for Bury & Carlson Site 

Background:

At the February 15, 2011 City Council Work Session the Economic Dev./Marketing Manager updated members

regarding the status of the activities and discussions pertaining to the Minneapolis manufacturer that is considering

buying the Bury & Carlson site for a new manufacturing facility.  The Econ. Dev./Marketing Manager introduced

Jeff LaFavre of Integrust Advisory Group that has been assisting the City regarding this project.  Mr. LaFavre has

extensive real estate experience and is proposing to represent the City in negotiations with the prospect.  He had

submitted an exclusive listing agreement that was provided to the City Council members for their consideration.

 That agreement included a 5.0% brokerage fee based on the fair market value of the property and was effective for

12 months.  Under that agreement, Mr. LaFavre could market the site to other prospects.  The councilmembers

indicated that they wanted an agreement that would pay Mr. LaFavre for his services to the City, however, they

wanted the agreement to be limited to the prospect at hand.  Mr. LaFavre indicated that he would  come back with a

revised agreement for the City Council's consideration.  Attached is the revised listing agreement with an attached

rider (p. 4).  The 5.0% brokerage fee is now based on the property's current assessed value, $1,266,000.  The

agreement would be for 12 months, but would be null and void if the current prospect goes away.   

Funding Source:

Direct fees pertaining to an agreement with Integrust Advisory Group would come from land sale proceeds, EDA

funds, and /or TIF funds. 

Council Action:

Consider approving a revised commercial exclusive listing agreement with Integrust Advisory Group pertaining to

the Bury & Carlson site that is limited in scope to the current prospect.   

Attachments

Revised Agreement

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/17/2011 03:35 PM

Form Started By: Aaron Backman Started On: 02/17/2011 11:24 AM

Final Approval Date: 02/17/2011 









Rider to Commercial Exclusive 

Listing Agreement Sale 

City of Ramsey, MN 

February 16, 2011 

 

 

*The agreement is exclusive only to Prospect #1 (as identified in a separate e‐mail 
to Aaron Backman dated 2/17/11)  or assigns as the City does not currently desire 
to sell the property to anyone else at this time. 

**In the event Prospect #1 or assigns is no longer a prospect this agreement will 
be become null and void.  However, Prospect #1, or assigns, goes forward with 
the project prior to the original termination date of this agreement than this 
agreement will be in full force. 

***The fee will be figured upon the assessed value as incentives rather than 
actual market value or final sale price that may reflect incentives 

****In the event there is no broker representing the Buyer the fee to the City of 
Ramsey will be 5%.  In the event there is a broker representing the Buyer the fee 
to the City of Ramsey will be 8% and this fee will be split 50/50 between the 
Seller’s Broker and the Buyer’s Broker. 



CC Regular Session Item #:  7. 4.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Jo Thieling

Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Consider Resolution Authorizing Acquisition of Tax Forfeit Property

Background:

The City acquired the North 90 feet of the NW¼ of Section 28, Township 32, Range 25 except that part platted as

Armstrong Boulevard in 1978. The purpose of the acquisition was to be for potential right-of-way for County 116

which County road, of course, was eventually constructed south of this parcel. At the time of the RTC Addition

plat, the City conveyed the parcel to the RTC developer in exchange for other land in the development. A part of the

90 feet was subsequently platted as Outlot K, RTC 8th Addition (“O.L.K.”). For some unknown reason RTC, LLC

did not include O.L.K. on its mortgage with Community National Bank and thus the City did not acquire it when it

acquired the majority of the RTC Additions from Minnwest Bank Central. RTC, LLC has had title to O.L.K. up

until the time it became tax forfeit. O.L.K. is adjacent to a larger parcel to the south which is designated for City

park purposes and residential purposes. Staff believes a portion of it should be acquired for park purposes and

combined with the existing park to the south and a portion acquired for residential purposes to become a part of a

residential development to the south. 

 

 

The cost of acquiring O.L.K. except the Westerly 140 feet for Park purposes is $325.00.

 

However, the cost of acquiring the Westerly 140 feet of O.L.K. for residential purposes is considerably more than

the park parcel as the law requires the State to sell it for market value. The value is estimated to be $15,000.00,

based on the fact that Anoka County has placed a market value on O.L.K. at approximately $1.15 sq/ft. The

residential parcel is approximately 12,000 sq/ft in size and thus the estimated $15,000.00 acquisition price. The

COR Development Manager estimates that the parcel could be sold for residential purposes in the area of

$30,000.00, however, development costs would need to be paid from this amount. The Development Manager

encourages the purchase as a good planning acquisition for the purpose of developing the adjacent residential

parcels to the south. A sketch plan of how such a development would look is attached.

 

The acquisition process includes having the City adopt the resolutions and present them to Anoka County for its

approval and then forwarding the Resolutions together with the required applications to the Department of Revenue

for its review, approval, and in the case of the Residential parcel, setting the purchase price.

 

Enclosures: 

 

 

1. Aerial photo showing subject parcel

2. Description Sketch of the park parcel

3. Description Sketch of the residential parcel

4. Sketch of COR Residential potential developments

5. Park Parcel Resolution

6. Residential Parcel Resolution

 

 

 

 



Recommendation:

Staff recommends Council approve both Resolutions authorizing the tax forfeit acquisition process to move

forward. 

 

Funding Source:

Funding will come from the City's HRA fund.

Council Action:

Motion to adopt Resolution #11-02-XXX authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to complete the application

to Anoka County and the Department of Revenue for a State use deed to secure ownership of Outlot K, except the

Westerly 140 feet, Ramsey Town Center 8th Addition for park and recreation purposes. 

 

 

- and - 

 

Motion to adopt Resolution #11-02-XXX authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to complete the application

to Anoka County and the Department of Revenue for a State deed to secure ownership of the Westerly 140 feet of

Outlot K, Ramsey Town Center 8th Addition for residential purposes.

 

 

Attachments

Photo 

Description Sketch Except W140'

Description Sketch W140'

Sketch of COR

Resolution Park Property

Resolution Residential Property
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Council member     introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 RESOLUTION #11-02-_______ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACQUISITION OF TAX FORFEIT PROPERTY FOR PARK 

PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, Outlot K, Ramsey Town Center 8
th

 Addition, Anoka County, Minnesota, except 

the West 140 feet thereof, PIN# 28-32-25-21-0036, has forfeited to the State of Minnesota for non-

payment of taxes (the “Subject Property”); and  

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey has designated the Subject Property for park and recreational 

purposes and said property is adjacent to a similarly designated park property; and 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the City to acquire the Subject Property to 

protect the existing park and ensure future maintenance and use of the Subject Property. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized to complete the application for a state 

use deed and any other necessary paperwork to secure ownership of the Subject Property for 

park purposes. 

2. The Council hereby authorizes payment of the costs of acquisition and recording of the tax 

deed, estimated at $325.00. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_________________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council the 

   day of February, 2011. 

 

 

       

Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Administrator 



Council member     introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 RESOLUTION #11-02-________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACQUISITION OF TAX FORFEIT PROPERTY FOR 

RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the West 140 feet of Outlot K, Ramsey Town Center 8
th

 Addition, Anoka 

County, Minnesota, PIN# 28-32-25-21-0036, has forfeited to the State of Minnesota for non-payment 

of taxes (the “Subject Property”); and  

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey is fee owner and developer of residential property in 

proximity to the Subject Property; and 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the City to acquire the Subject Property to 

further its orderly development of residential property in proximity to the Subject Property and to 

better realize a return on the public funds expended by the City in acquiring much of the Ramsey Town 

Center Addition’s unimproved property; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that in order to acquire the Subject Property, it will need to 

pay its market value as set by the Minnesota Department of Revenue. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized to complete the application for a state 

use deed and any other necessary paperwork to secure ownership of the Subject Property for 

park purposes. 

2. The Council hereby authorizes payment of the costs of acquisition and recording of the tax 

deed, estimated at $15,000.00 and requires that any acquisition in excess of $15,000.00 shall 

require additional City Council consideration and approval. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_________________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council the 

   day of February, 2011. 

 

       

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

       

City Administrator 



CC Regular Session Item #:  7. 5.           

Date: 02/22/2011  

By: Jo Thieling

Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Consider Support of Running Aces Harness Park Gaming Expansion

Background:

Staff received a request from North Metro Mayors Association (NMMA) for support of Running Aces Harness

Park (RAHP) gaming expansion.  At NMMA's broad meeting of February 9, Mr. Derus, RAHP Board member,

requested that NMMA consider supporting RAHP's legislative effort to expand gaming options at its facility and

Canterbury's facility.  RAHP and Canterbury Park have joined together seeking legislation this session for that

expansion. 

 

NMMA sent a draft resolution to the 17 cities comprising the NMMA, asking them to present the language to

each of the City's Councils to receive input on whether they support the RAHP's legislative effort to expand the

gaming options.  That resolution is attached for Council review and discussion.  Staff is asking for

Council's opinion/position and will report that back to the NMMA.

Observations:

The expansion of the gaming operation has no direct impact on the City of Ramsey and it is located outside of the

City's primary market area.  However, it is located in Anoka County and contributes to that portion of our tax base,

and in addition, there is a potential positive economic impact ot the north metropolitan area with the operation and

expansion of this facility.

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

Motion to notify North Metro Mayors Association of the City of Ramsey's support/non-support for the Running

Aces Harness Park gaming expansion.

Attachments

Running Aces Expansion Resolution
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Associate Members        

 

North Metro Mayors Association 

Resolution Supporting Running Aces Harness Park and Its Request to Permit  

Electronic Gaming Machines at its State Licensed and Regulated Gaming Facility 

 

The North Metro Mayors Association is comprised of 17 cities, two counties as Associate members, and 

numerous business Community Partners.   

Whereas, Running Aces Harness Park is a multi-use entertainment destination that provides visitors with 

live horse racing; card room gaming, including poker and blackjack; live music and comedy 

entertainment; and meeting and dining options; and 

Whereas, Running Aces Harness park has been a good corporate citizen of the City of Columbus, the 

County of Anoka and the entire north metropolitan area, the State of Minnesota and has provided as 

the result of its operation more than $3.4 million annually in property, sales and other taxes to the State 

general fund and local units of government; and 

Whereas, Running Aces Harness Park has been an asset to the state and regional economies by 

employing some 550 employees, both full and part-time, with an annual payroll of $17 million dollars; 

and 

Whereas, Running Aces Harness Park and Canterbury are the only two state-licensed and regulated 

gaming facilities in the State of Minnesota; and 

Whereas, permitting Running Aces Harness Park and Canterbury Park to operate video and slot machine 

gaming options to their customers would simply mirror that allowed currently at the state’s 18 tribal 



 

casinos and would, however, the State and local units of government would benefit directly from the tax 

revenues generated as the result of permitting expanded types of gaming at these facilities; and 

Whereas, permitting slot machines at Running Aces Harness Park and Canterbury Park would generate 

some $400 million annually in economic activity for the State and create some 500 new jobs, while 

generating more than 100 million annually in new revenues that could help balance the state’s current 

budget shortfall, while providing resources to meet state funding priorities; and 

Whereas, the Minnesota Gambling Control Board is a ‘best practice’ regulator and  oversight body  for 

‘gaming’ governance and both Running Aces Harness Park and Canterbury Park have established a track 

record of consistent compliance with all regulatory requirements in their respective operations. 

Whereas, NMMA encourages Running Aces Harness Park to consult with and seek the City of Columbus’ 

input and position on this subject. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the North Metro Mayors Association supports Running Aces Harness 

Park’s request that the Administration and the Minnesota State Legislature pass legislation to integrate 

electronic gaming machines and related equipment into the existing gaming opportunities offered at 

Minnesota’s two state licensed and regulated race tracks and card rooms. 

Adopted by the North Metro Mayors Association Board of Directors on February 9, 2011. 

 

Acknowledged by: 

_________________________ 

Its: Executive Vice President 

Date: February ___, 2011 
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