
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

Regular City Council

Tuesday October 25, 2011

7:00 pm

Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Presentation
 

1. Happy Days: Appreciation
 

3. Citizen Input
 

4. Consent Agenda
 

1. Receive September 2011 Building Activity Report
 

2. Note the Following Commission and Boards Meeting Minutes:

Economic Development Authority meeting minutes dated August 25, 2011

Joint Planning Commission and Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011

Board of Adjustment meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011

Planning Commission meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011

Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011
 

3. Approve Response to City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendment
 

4. Consider Guard Rail Enhancements for the Parking Ramp
 

5. Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of

Accounts Payable Invoicing received during the Period of October 6, 2011 through October 18, 2011
 

6. Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Abating Special Assessment for Property ID 35-32-25-31-0018 (Keith

Kiefer)
 

7. Adpt Resolution #11-10-XXX Authorizing the City of Ramsey to Participate in the Multi-Jurisdictional

Anoka County Hazard Mitigation Plan
 

8. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley Inc for Div. B (11-05 through

11-06) 2011 Street Maintenance Program
 

9. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Partial Payment to Sandstrom Land Management LLC for IP

09-24 COR Wetland Mitigation
 

10. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Asphalt Surface Technologies Corporation

for (IP 11-01 through 11-04) 2011 Street Maintenance Program
 

11. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX  Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley Inc. for Division B of the 2010

  

  



11. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX  Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley Inc. for Division B of the 2010

Pavement Maintenance Program
 

12. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Great Northern Landscapes Inc. for Contract

B IP 10-23 East Meandering Commons Park
 

13. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Omann Brothers for Trail Paving Project

10-23 East Meandering Commons Park
 

14. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Rum River Contracting for IP 10-07

Alpine/Roanoke Street Improvements
 

15. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Omann Brothers Paving Inc. for IP 11-22

Rhinestone Commons Parking Lot
 

16. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Partial Payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC for IP

11-21 Armstrong and Bunker Lake Blvd Intersection Signalization
 

17. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Partial Payment to Omann Brothers Paving Inc. for IP 10-25

Chameleon Street Paving
 

18. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Partial Payment to County Line Excavating for IP 09-25

Dysprosium Street Improvements
 

19. Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Connexus Energy for Electrical

Improvements Related to City Improvement Project #10-23, East Meandering Commons Park
 

20. Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Adopting the Revised Final Assessment Roll for City Improvement

Project #11-03, 2011 Street Maintenance Program.
 

5. Approve Agenda
 

6. Public Hearing
 

7. Council Business
 

1. Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a Church in the H-1 Highway 10

Business District on the Property Located at 6701 Highway 10 NW; Case of Northern Light Church
 

2. Approve Joint Fire Services Study Group
 

3. Discuss Mayor's Recommendations of Desirable Changes and Improvements
 

4. Discussion Regarding 2012 Union Contract Negotiations (Discussion Closed to the Public)
 

8. Mayor/Council/Staff Input

1.  The regular CC meeting of November 8 will be held at 7:00 p.m. on November 7, due to School

District 11 Election
 

9. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

CC Regular Session   2. 1.           

Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Patrick Brama, Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Happy Days: Appreciation

Background:

The 2011 City of Ramsey Happy Days event was a huge success! 

The first ever Friday Family Fun Night included the Northgate Church kid’s inflatables, several bon fires, DJ

music, food, and fireworks.  Saturday included the Connexus Energy 5k run, the craft fair/business expo, the

Ramsey Foundation pancake breakfast, the classic car show, the Northgate Church kid’s inflatables, a 50-float

parade, and music by Northgate Church. The night concluded with the very popular Johnny Holm Band. The family

bike tour took place on Sunday; and, despite the weather conditions, nearly 100 bicyclists participated.

Observations:

Happy Days would not have been possible without the guidance and volunteer efforts of the Happy Days

Committee members (Rick Chubb-President, Pam Buley, Annah Reid, Ed Emerson, Julie Hammel, Ann

Holland, Jodell Kruse, Howard Johnson, Torrey Johnson).

The City of Ramsey’s Public Works Department, Police Department, Police Reserves, Fire Department, and

volunteering efforts of various staff members (Aaron Backman, Cindy Nelson, Kathy Schmitz and her family) all

played a key role in the success of Happy Days. The City of Ramsey would like to recognize Mike Berge, Tim

Frankfurth and Matt Kohner for leading and coordinating their respective departments.

The Happy Days committee, along with the City of Ramsey, would like to thank this years sponsors for their

generous support--without sponsors there would be no Happy Days.  Platinum Sponsors: Northgate Church,

Connexus Energy, Bolton & Menk, BOB FM, Do All Printing, Ramsey Lions, Wendell's.  Gold Sponsors: PSD

LLC, Ace Solid Waste, Freedom Christian Center, Hope Fellowship, The Links at Northfork.  Silver

Sponsors: Weikel & Boyd Law Firm, Canvas Craft INC.  Bronze Sponsors: Healing Therapeutic Services, End

Zone Bar & Grill, AL Pearson, Elite Sanitation.

Funding Source:

NA

Council Action:

NA

Attachments

Thank You Sponsors

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Heidi Nelson Heidi Nelson 10/20/2011 02:59 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/20/2011 03:29 PM

Form Started By: Patrick Brama Started On: 10/20/2011 09:23 AM

Final Approval Date: 10/20/2011 



 

• City of Ramsey 
• Northgate Church 
• Connexus Energy 
• Bolton & Menk 
• BOB FM 
• Do All Printing 
• Ramsey Lions 
• Wendell’s 

 
 

 
• PSD, LLC 
• Coborn's 
• Ace Solid Waste 
• Freedom Christian Center 
• Hope Fellowship 
• The Links at Northfork 

 
 

 
• Weikel & Boyd Law Firm, PLLC 
• Canvas Craft Inc. 

 

 
• Healing Therapeutic Services, LLC 
• End Zone Bar & Grill 
• Al Pearson 
 Elite Sanitation•

 
 

http://www.acesolidwaste.com/default.htm
http://canvascraftinc.com/
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Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Katy Okerstrom, Community

Development

Information

Title:

Receive September 2011 Building Activity Report

Recommendation:

Approval

Attachments

September 2011 Building Activity Report

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/19/2011 11:03 AM

Form Started By: Katy Okerstrom Started On: 10/14/2011 01:24 PM

Final Approval Date: 10/19/2011 



BUILDING PERMITS APPROVED FOR SEPTEMBER 2011

TYPE NUMBER VALUATION PERMIT FEE SURCHARGE PLAN CHECK

 FEE

SINGLE FAMILY 3 713,346.00$        5,669.25$           356.67$             2,806.17$           

COMMERCIAL 0 -$                     -$                    -$                   -$                    

MULTI-FAMILY UNITS 0 -$                     -$                    -$                   -$                    

MULTI-FAMILY BLDGS 0 -$                     -$                    -$                   -$                    

APARTMENT UNITS 0 -$                     -$                    -$                   -$                    

COMMERCIAL REMODELS 4 2,837,000.00$     14,241.75$         1,171.70$          9,257.15$           

GARAGES 5 68,123.00$          1,242.25$           40.96$               807.47$              

ADDITIONS/REMODELS 4 87,206.00$          1,429.75$           47.04$               929.34$              

SWIMMING POOLS 0 -$                     -$                    -$                   -$                    

MISCELLANEOUS 62 19,032.00$          6,397.25$           310.00$             50.05$                

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 0 -$                     -$                    -$                   -$                    

RURAL SEWER (NEW) 0 -$                     -$                    -$                   -$                    

RURAL SEWER (REPLACE) 97 -$                     1,670.00$           25.00$               -$                    

PLUMBING 18 39,000.00$          1,715.00$           90.00$               -$                    

MECHANICAL 22 40,930.00$          1,705.30$           110.00$             266.05$              

URBAN WATER/UTILITY 2 -$                     150.00$              10.00$               -$                    

URBAN SEWER 2 -$                     150.00$              10.00$               -$                    

ELECTRICAL 54 -$                     3,665.15$           240.00$             -$                    

TOTALS: 273 3,804,637.00$     38,035.70$         2,411.37$          14,116.23$         

    BUILDING PERMITS APPROVED YEAR TO DATE

TYPE NUMBER VALUATION PERMIT FEE SURCHARGE PLAN CHECK

FEE

SINGLE FAMILY 18 3,235,896.00$         27,751.50$            1,617.94$             12,757.62$            

COMMERCIAL 2 5,500,000.00$         25,913.50$            2,100.00$             16,843.78$            

MULTI-FAMILY BLDG 0 -$                        -$                      -$                      -$                      

MULTI-FAMILY UNITS 0 

APARTMENT UNITS 0 

COMMERCIAL REMODELS 19 5,536,560.00$         34,685.28$            2,524.98$             22,545.44$            

GARAGES 22 375,385.00$            6,486.00$              199.66$                4,215.92$              

ADDITIONS 22 706,677.00$            9,800.00$              364.48$                4,822.21$              

SWIMMING POOLS 6 -$                        750.00$                 30.00$                  -$                      

MISCELLANEOUS 332 154,391.00$            35,640.00$            1,670.26$             960.88$                 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 0 -$                        -$                      -$                      -$                      

RURAL SEWER (NEW) 0 -$                        -$                      -$                      -$                      

RURAL SEWER (REPLACE) 525 -$                        10,010.00$            170.00$                -$                      

PLUMBING 108 467,615.00$            13,109.30$            675.08$                -$                      

MECHANICAL 166 724,946.00$            17,233.81$            1,022.61$             4,766.34$              

URBAN WATER/UTILITY 17 -$                        1,275.00$              85.00$                  -$                      

URBAN SEWER 18 750,000.00$            16,275.00$            460.00$                -$                      

ELECTRICAL 422 -$                        29,083.60$            1,915.00$             -$                      

TOTALS: 1677 17,451,470.00$   228,012.99$       12,835.01$        66,912.19$         

2011 2010 2009 2008

Valuation Year To Date 17,451,470.00$   19,136,987.00$  14,381,791.00$ 33,780,245.00$  

Revenue Year To Date 294,925.18$        328,112.89$       275,548.01$      715,311.08$       

2011 Annual Budget 479,403.00$        

2011 YTD Actual 296,269.66$        The $1,344.48 difference is due to the additional calculation of  Fire permit 

Difference -$                     Plan Review(s) which we do not account for in our Building Month End Reporting.



   

CC Regular Session   4. 2.           

Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Information

Title:

Note the Following Commission and Boards Meeting Minutes:

Economic Development Authority meeting minutes dated August 25, 2011

Joint Planning Commission and Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011

Board of Adjustment meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011

Planning Commission meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011

Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011

Attachments

EDA 08.25.11

Joint Planning.EPB 09.08.11

Bd of Adj 09.08.11

Planning 09.08.11

EPB 09.08.11

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/19/2011 04:41 PM

Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 10/14/2011 09:04 AM

Final Approval Date: 10/19/2011 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) conducted a Special EDA meeting 

on Thursday, August 25, 2011, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, 

Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Chris Riley 

   Member John LeTourneau 

   Member Wayne Skaff 

   Member Jim Steffen 

   Member Kristine Williams 

Member Jeff Wise 

 

Members Absent: Member Colin McGlone 

 

Also Present:  Aaron Backman, Economic Development/Marketing Manager 

Heidi Nelson, Deputy City Administrator/Community Development Director 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Riley called the Economic Development Authority meeting to order at 7:35 a.m.   

APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Williams, to approve the agenda with the 

addition of “Building Concerns on 167
th

 Avenue”. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members, LeTourneau, Williams, Skaff, Steffen, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 

APPROVE MINUTES 

 

Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member Steffen, to approve July 14, 2011 minutes as 

presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, Steffen, LeTourneau, Williams, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 

EDA BUSINESS 

Added Agenda Case: Building Concerns on 167
th

 Avenue 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that discussed the 

fire suppression concern presented by Joel Buttenhoff of 5
th

 Street Ventures for his building located 

at 167
th

 Avenue and State Highway 47. 
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Joel Buttenhoff, 5
th

 Street Ventures stated he would like an extension to the Interim Use Permit to 

allow a religious institution and leniency to the requirement of the installation of a sprinkler system.  

He stated he lost a NOW Clinic as a tenant because of the sprinkler system requirement.   

 

Discussion ensued regarding the availability of water and the cost of bringing fire suppression to the 

building. 

 

Deputy City Administrator/Community Development Director Nelson explained the city adopted 

the State Fire Code six or seven years ago and the code requires the installation of fire suppression 

for existing buildings only when the use of the building changes.  She stated that the city is running 

into the fire suppression issues for buildings they own as well. 

 

Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Skaff to recommend to City Council that the 

Interim Use Permit be extended and that they revisit the fire suppression requirements to look at the 

safety and economics of the requirements. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Le Tourneau, Skaff, Steffen, Williams, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 

 

Ms. Nelson stated that this site has been identified by the EDA and the City Council as a goal for 

master planning.  Building a commercial node that creates more users.  Starting with an update of 

the Buxton Study and then focus on bringing partners to the table to bring residents to support the 

uses of the node to create an environment where retail can survive on that corner.  It is not going to 

be a quick process.  She continued that Mr. Buttenhoff has done a great job improving the facade of 

the building. 

 

Case #3: Update on Buxton Retail Site Assessment (RSA) Draft 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that discussed the 

revised site assessments for the node at Highway 47 and 167
th

 Avenue and the COR. 

 

Member LeTourneau stated that people need a reason to stop at this corner (Highway 47 and 167
th

 

Avenue).  He continued that back in 1985 an assessment on the market showed that business was 

drawn from the north.  Twelve years later another assessment was completed and it was completely 

opposite and business was drawn from the south. 

 

Mr. Backman stated there will be a webinar on September 21
st
 if members are interested they can 

contact him.  Mr. Backman added that the next step of the update will be to identify potential 

prospects for the two retail sites. 

 

Case #1 Recap of the 2011 Business Appreciation Event 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that discussed the 

Business Appreciation Day event. 

 

Mr. Backman stated that he was pleased with the participation and sponsorships for the event, the 

food was excellent and new this year was team photos. 
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Member LeTourneau stated Mr. Backman did a nice job; it showed by how fast the tournament 

filled and the event is a great way to the reach out to the community. 

 

Member Skaff stated it was great to have everyone in the same room and see them interact and see 

what else is going on in our city. 

 

Case #2 Recommendation for Approval of the 2012 EDA Levy 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that discussed the 

2012 EDA levy. 

 

Chairperson Riley stated the levy was set at its present level because of land purchase activities five 

or six years ago, the proposed levy needs to cover only operating cost. The EDA can look at the 

levy again in the future if an acquisition project develops. 

 

Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member LeTourneau to recommend City Council adopt the 

EDA levy. 

 

Further Discussion 

 

Member Steffen inquired of the role of Mike Mulrooney and his attendance at the EDA meetings. 

 

Mr. Backman stated Mr. Mulrooney will still be consulted and attend meetings when it is critical to 

have him in attendance, the need will be determined project by project.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, Le Tourneau, Steffen, Williams, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 

 

Case #4 COR Update 

 

Deputy City Administrator/Community Development Director Nelson presented the staff report that 

updated the members on the status of activity in the COR.   

 

MEMBER INPUT 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman thanked Member LeTourneau for his efforts 

on the candidate forum.  Commissioner Williams also attended the forum.   

 

Members concurred to cancel the September 1, 2011 EDA meeting and to have the next EDA 

meeting on October 13, 2011. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member Steffen, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, Steffen, LeTourneau, Williams, 

and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Member McGlone. 
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The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority adjourned at 9:22 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Aaron Backman 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 
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PLANNING COMMISSION/ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission and the Environmental Policy Board conducted a special 

joint meeting on Thursday, September 8, 2011, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood 

Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Planning Members Present: Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 

    Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Robert Schiller 

 

Members Absent:  Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 

     

EPB Members Present: Member Bob Benz 

    Member John Enstrom 

    Member Thomas Stodola 

 

EPB Members Absent: Member Jennifer Carlson 

  Member Michael Max 

 

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

 Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Levine called the special joint meeting to order at 5:38 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Schiller, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Schiller, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Field.  Members Benz, Enstrom and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  

Commissioner Van Scoy, Members Carlson and Max. 
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INTRODUCTIONS 

 

COMMISSION/BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Discuss EPB's 2011-2012 Work Plan and its Relation to the City's Zoning 

and Subdivision Ordinances 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the Staff Report and EPB 

work plan. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding zoning standards and potential amendments. 

 

Commissioners and Members listed the following as potential zoning amendments:  

 

 Points based system 

 Setback flexibility 

 Utility company regulations 

 Parking lot standards 

 

COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Bauer, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Bauer, Brauer, 

Field, and Schiller, Members Benz, Enstrom and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  

Commissioner Van Scoy, Members Carlson and Max. 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 

 

http://156.142.212.178:8080/frs/publish/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=9&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=1116&rev=0&ag=260&ln=3278&nseq=&nrev=&pseq=&prev=
http://156.142.212.178:8080/frs/publish/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=9&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=1116&rev=0&ag=260&ln=3278&nseq=&nrev=&pseq=&prev=
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 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 

The Ramsey Board of Adjustment conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, September 8, 2011, 

at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Van Scoy  

    Board Member Randy Bauer 

    Board Member Ralph Brauer 

    Board Member Dunaway 

    Board Member Field 

    Board Member Gary Levine 

    Board Member Rob Schiller 

 

Members Absent:  None 

    

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

    Economic Development/Marketing Manager Aaron Backman 

    Fire Marshal Matt Kohner 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Van Scoy called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

There was none. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Dunaway, seconded by Board Member Levine, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Van Scoy, Board Members Dunaway, Levine, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  Board Member Schiller. Absent: None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion by Board Member Levine, seconded by Board Member Dunaway, to approve the 

following minutes as presented: 

 

1)  Board of Adjustment public hearing and regular meeting minutes dated June 2, 2011. 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Van Scoy, Board Members Levine, Dunaway, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  Board Member Schiller.  Absent: None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Public Hearing – Consider Request for Variance to Front Yard Setback at 

8700 171
st
 Avenue NW 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Van Scoy called the public hearing to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Rob Schiller, 8700 171
st
 Avenue, the applicant, stated the structure was built in 1992 and the 

garage sits up against the house and cannot be expanded any other direction.   

 

Senior Planner Gladhill displayed the site plan showing where the garage addition will be. 

 

Motion by Board Member Levine, seconded by Board Member Dunaway, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Van Scoy, Board Members Levine, Dunaway, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  Board Member Schiller.  Absent: None. 

 

The public hearing closed at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Board Business 

 

Motion by Board Member Bauer, seconded by Board Member Levine, to adopt the Resolution 

approving the findings of fact favorable to the applicant related to the request for a Variance to 

the Front Yard Setback. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Van Scoy, Board Members Bauer, Levine, Brauer, 

Dunaway, and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  Board Member Schiller.  Absent:  None. 

 

Motion by Board Member Bauer, seconded by Board Member Brauer to adopt the resolution 

approving the Variance to the Front Yard Setback and declaring the terms of the same. 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Van Scoy, Board Members Bauer, Brauer, Dunaway, 

Field, and Levine.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  Board Member Schiller Absent:  None. 

 

BOARD/STAFF INPUT 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairperson Van Scoy adjourned the regular meeting of the Board of Adjustment at 7:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, September 8, 

2011, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Bauer 

    Commissioner Brauer 

    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 

    Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Robert Schiller 

    Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 

 

Members Absent:  None 

  

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

    Economic Development/Marketing Manager Aaron Backman 

    Fire Marshal Matt Kohner 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Levine called the regular meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners, Dunaway, Brauer, Bauer, 

Field, Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None.  

 

APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to approve the 

following minutes as presented: 

 

1)  Planning Commission public hearing and regular meeting minutes dated August 4, 2011. 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners, Dunaway, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None.   

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Public Hearing – Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the 

Operation of a Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District; Case of 

Northern Light Church 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Discussion ensued regarding parking space requirements. 

 

Gary Ladyka, 16360 Zuni St. Andover, stated they are excited to be coming to Ramsey, there is 

not a Methodist church in Ramsey at this time. 

 

Lyndy Zabel, Associate Pastor, Anoka United Methodist Church, stated he will be the Pastor for 

the Ramsey church. 

 

Commissioner Dunaway asked the applicants if they have any concerns or questions regarding 

fire suppression requirements. 

 

Mr. Ladyka stated his discussions with Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman 

had been that bids were being received and the fees would be amortized over the term of the 

lease.  Then it was discovered that additional fire suppression was needed as well as widening the 

water main and if these costs are all passed on to them it would be a deal breaker as they are not 

financially capable at this time.   

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated that bids are being received for the 

additional fire suppression and water main and he should have them next week.  He explained 

that fire suppression is needed in the attic and that requires widening the water main to move the 

water up to the attic.  The fire suppression would encompass 10,000 square feet. 

 

Fire Marshal Matt Kohner stated this ordinance as passed, is part of the Building Code.  What 

triggers the need for fire suppression is new construction, increase in square footage of an 

existing building or change of use.  This building is going from a business to an assembly and 
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that triggers the need for fire suppression.  In order to comply with the code, the minimum fire 

suppression needed would be the area the applicant would be using and the attic. 

Chairperson Levine stated that it would be cost effective for the City to do the whole 10,000 

square feet, and asked if that is why the water supply needs to be increased or would it need to be 

completed even if just the 5,000 square feet were done. 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated when the water goes up 20 feet; the 

pressure loses 10-15 psi.  If it was just in the ceiling the two inch line would be sufficient, going 

up into the attic a six inch line is needed.  His estimation would be that the line would extend 

from the main line about 270 feet to reach the attic.  He added that given the fact it would be 

covering the 10,000 square feet, the applicants would not pay for the whole cost. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the timeframe of Highway 10 reconstruction and how that would 

affect this building and the life of the new fire suppression system. 

 

Commissioner Bauer stated that this is a safety issue even if not required by law it would be the 

right thing to do for the safety of the people. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding condition number six of the permit concerning the responsibility of 

who is pay for the fire suppression. 

 

Mr. Ladyka stated they were agreeable with it being negotiated through the lease. 

 

The Commissioners discussed events other than worship services where there would be more 

than the anticipated 70 people and the additional parking that would be needed.  Mr. Ladyka 

stated that larger events would be held at their home church in Anoka where there is the space to 

handle the additional parking and people. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Field, Bauer, 

Brauer, Dunaway, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None   

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway to recommend that City 

Council adopt findings of fact favorable relating to Northern Light Church’s request for an 

Interim Use Permit to allow for a church operation in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Dunaway, Bauer, 

Field, Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 
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Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy to recommend that City 

Council approve the request for an Interim Use Permit and declaring the terms as proposed with 

the wording change in Condition #6 from arrange to negotiate. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

Dunaway, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Case #2: Public Hearing – Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Exceed Sign Size 

Restrictions at 7545 Veterans Dr. NW (formerly Civic Center Drive); Case of 

PSD, LLC 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:52 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Commission Brauer stated this is different from previous requests to exceed sign size as it is 

imperative that the people using this type of facility are able to find it and so it is important for 

the sign to be seen from as far away as possible. 

 

Commissioner Bauer stated he concurred as the clientele will be regionally based as opposed to 

locally based. 

 

Matt Kuker, PSD, LLC stated that their number one concern also was for the veterans to be able 

to see and find the facility.  He continued that Sandman Signs does all their signs and does very 

nice work.  The reverse hallowed light is more expensive, but will look nice on this building. 

 

Commissioner Field questioned how the applicant came up with the logo size. 

 

Mr. Kuker stated that it is the sign code that the VA internally adopted. 

 

Commissioner Field stated this deviates significantly from what has been approved in the past 

and the Commission needs to provide a factual basis to justify such an expansion.  He continued 

that he agrees with what was suggested before regarding the clientele, the patients need to 

visually spot it, also the VA has recommendations for their logo with regard to spacing and 

lettering size.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public 

hearing. 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, Bauer, 

Brauer, Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None.   

 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioners discussed the findings of fact. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Bauer to recommend City Council 

adopt findings of fact favorable relating to PSD, LLC’s request for a conditional use permit to 

exceed sign size restrictions established in City Code subject to review by the City Attorney as to 

the legal form with the addition of number 25. “That the proposed clientele, some of whom have 

disabilities, purpose and location of this facility, require a deviation from the normal sign size to 

allow them to easily locate this facility” and number 26. “That the height required is dictated by 

the standards of the Veterans Administration”. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Bauer, Dunaway, 

Field, Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Bauer to recommend City Council 

approve PSD, LLC’s request to exceed sign size restrictions based on the findings of fact, and 

adopt a resolution declaring terms of the conditional use permit subject to review by the City 

Attorney as to legal form. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Brauer, Dunaway, 

Field, Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None.   

 

Case #3: Staff Update 

 

The Staff Update was noted. 

 

Case #4: Zoning Bulletins 

 

The Zoning Bulletins were noted. 

 

COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None.   
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The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Thursday, September 8, 2011, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Lake Itasca 

Conference Room at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, 

Minnesota. 

 

 

Members Present: Board Member Bob Bentz 

   Board Member Thomas Stodola  

   Board Member John Enstrom 

 

Members Absent: Chairperson Michael Max 

   Board Member Jennifer Carlson  

 

 

Also Present:  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

       

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Stodola and seconded by Board Member Bentz to approve the agenda 

as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Board Members Enstrom, Bentz, and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  

Absent: Chairperson Max and Board Member Carlson. 

 

APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD MINUTES 

 

Motion by Board Member Bentz and seconded by Board Member Stodola to approve the regular 

meeting minutes dated August 1, 2011. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Board Members Bentz and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  Abstain:  

Board Member Enstrom.  Absent: Chairperson Max and Board Member Carlson. 
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POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Appoint Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report.   

 

Board Member Bentz asked whether the Board should move forward with appointments this 

evening or wait until more than three members are present. 

 

Board Member Enstrom inquired about the status of filling the two vacant seats. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that he was unsure but that he 

would follow up with Human Resources to see if the two positions have been advertised yet. 

 

Discussion ensued about whether the present members should move forward with making 

appointments or hold off until a future meeting with more members present. 

 

Motion by Board Member Enstrom and seconded by Board Member Bentz to table appointing a 

Chair and Vice Chair until the next meeting or until there are at least four members present.   

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes: Board Members Enstrom, Bentz, and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  

Absent: Chairperson Max and Board Member Carlson. 

 

BOARD/STAFF INPUT 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson updated the Board with more 

information regarding the Recycle Your Holidays program and that he was going to pursue 

enlisting the City as a collection site for old holiday lights. 

 

Board Member Bentz stated that he was waiting to hear back from other members of the Expo 

Subcommittee about various thoughts/ideas. 

 

Board Member Enstrom suggested maybe having a speaker in to discuss wild mushrooms. 

 

Board Member Enstrom offered to hold a bird walk at his property, similar to what used to be 

done when the event was at the elementary school, as part of the expo event. 

 

There was also consensus from the Board Members that some sort of hands on activity, such as 

building bird houses or kids games, would be a good addition to the expo event. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson asked if that may be something the 

Expo Subcommittee could explore and report back to the Board. 

 

Board Member Enstrom stated that he could talk to some folks at one of the home improvement 

stores about their willingness to participate. 
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Board Member Stodola stated that a date for the event should be determined so that it can be 

relayed to various people and organizations as they are contacted to participate.  He requested 

that this be added as a case for the October agenda. 

 

Board Member Enstrom stated that he would consider offering his property as an option for 

Christmas tree disposal. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson asked Board Member Enstrom to 

contact him to discuss this possibility further. 

 

Discussion ensued about waste and recycling options around the holidays and Associate 

Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that he would try and put together an article 

for the November/December newsletter about this topic. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Stodola and seconded by Board Member Bentz to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator  
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By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information

Title:

Approve Response to City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Background:

The City has received notification of two (2) proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments for the City of Anoka. 

Per Minnesota Statute, the City has 60 days to respond to the request before the request is heard by the Metropolitan

Council.  The proposed responses are attached for the City Council's review.

Observations:

As it relates to Amendment #1 (Rum River Amendment), Staff recommends commenting on transportation impacts

and a desire to continue to work collaboratively to solve the region's transportation needs, as additional housing

units along Bunker Lake Boulevard will add vehicle trips to the system, thereby impacting residents of Ramsey.

As it relates to Amendment #2 (Sunny Acres), Staff recommends that no additional comments are necessary at this

time.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the proposed responses.

Council Action:

Motion to approve proposed responses to the City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendments.

Attachments

Amendment #1 Staff Report

Amendment #1 Map

Amendment #1 Transportation Map

Response #1

Amendment #2 Staff Report

Amendment #2 Map

Response #2

Form Review
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STAFF 
REPORT 

      A-2011-12b 
Official Zoning Map Amendment 

Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map Amendment 
Land Generally west of Anoka County Library and north of 

County Road 116 
City of Anoka 

August 3, 2011 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The City of Anoka is proposing a 2030 Comprehensive Plan Land Use map amendment and 
official zoning map amendment to approximately 22.5 acres located generally east of the Rum 
River and Anoka Nature Preserve, north of County Road 116 (CSAH 116), south of the Anoka 
Nature Preserve, and west of the Anoka County Library.  The land use map amendment would 
change the land use on the 2030 Comprehensive Plan Land Use map from Planning Area to Low 
Density Residential and Medium Density Residential.  Planning Area was a designation the 
Metropolitan Council allowed the city to use for this area because when the comprehensive plan 
was approved in 2008, discussions of future land use in this area had not been completed.  The 
City Council did not want to designate the area public land use because of the anticipation it 
would change.  The Low Density Residential area is approximately 12.8 acres and located 
entirely within the Rum River Wild and Scenic.  The Medium Density Residential area is 
approximately 9.7 acres and located outside of the Rum River Wild and Scenic.  The rezoning 
would change the entire 22.5 acres from R-F Rural Farm to Sensitive Development District. 
 
It has been a general goal of the City Council to continue to seek ways to increase City revenues 
by adding tax exempt property to the tax rolls and reduce the burden on all Anoka tax payers.  In 
pursuit of this goal, all non-tax generating properties were identified; included city owned 
properties.  One such property that has been discussed is the area identified in this application. 
 
In 2006 approximately 200+ acres of land was put into a conservation easement and is now 
called the Anoka Nature Preserve.  A map is included that shows the Anoka Nature Preserve. 
This area generally abuts the subject area for this application to the west and north.  Lands within 
the Anoka Nature Preserve are protected through the conservation easement and management 
plan and are not included as part of this application.  Notably, the small strip between the Rum 
River and subject area that is in the Anoka Nature Preserve is approximately 120 feet wide.  
Trees and other vegetation are not permitted to be removed within that 120 feet.  No private lot 
lines would extend to the Rum River over the nature preserve. 
 
At this time no development is proposed.  Rezoning the property would prepare for it to be sold 
for development.  If and when a development is proposed, there will be a public hearing before 
the Planning Commission and final determination by the City Council.  Details relating to a plat, 
site design, stormwater management, etc. would be reviewed during this process. 
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Notice of the rezoning was sent to Kate Drewry, Area Hydrologist at the Minnesota DNR.  
However, due to the state shutdown city staff has not yet received a response on the rezoning 
proposal.  Staff doesn’t anticipate a concern from the DNR because the land within the Wild and 
Scenic will be regulated by Minnesota Rules and Statutes.  Also, Ms. Drewry had little concern 
with the Sensitive Development Zoning district and ordinance when it was originally established 
in 2010. 
 
Included for your review: 2030 Comprehensive Plan Amendment map, Proposed Rezoning 
map, Potential Access road map, site aerial showing Anoka Nature Preserve boundary, survey 
and legal description of the areas, letter sent to Jeannie Wilkinson of the Friends of the Anoka 
Nature Preserve, letter sent to property owners within the 350’ notification area. 
 
ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 
 
The property is currently zoned R-F Rural Farm.  The rezoning would change the zoning to 
Sensitive Development District.  This district allows for single family, townhome and public use 
within designated areas legally described within the ordinance.  Generally, the purpose of this 
district is to create residential development that is designed to prevent and mitigate irreversible 
damage to natural resources and to preserve and enhance their values to the public.  
Development shall be regulated to minimize the risk of environmental damage to these areas.  
This is accomplished through density control, lot size, public land dedication and tree 
preservation.  Residential development in these areas should encourage creativity, variety and 
use of quality materials.  River use and recreation on and along the Rum River is encouraged as 
the Rum River is viewed as a recreational asset to the City.  The Planning Commission and City 
Council must consider the following criteria when considering a change to the zoning 
classification of a property: 

 
1. Whether the proposed amendment corrects an error or addresses a changing condition, 

trend or fact. 
 

Staff Findings: This land has always been vacant.  Since the 1970s this land has been a 
topic for several different development options however none were ever acted on.  In 
2006 200+ acres abutting the subject area were put in a conservation easement and is now 
known as the Anoka Nature Preserve.  Since then, the City Council has directed staff and 
Planning Commission to look at future land use for this area.  The existing R-F zoning 
was sufficient for the past and current uses.  However, because the City Council wishes 
to market this land for development at certain densities and uses, the Sensitive 
Development District will be more appropriate. 
   

2. Whether the proposed amendment will protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
public. 

 
Staff Findings: The proposed Sensitive Development District generally would allow for 
residential and public uses.  Approximately 12.8 acres is within the Rum River Wild and 
Scenic area.  The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has regulations outlined in 



A2011-12b Staff Report 
August 3, 2011 
Page 3 of 9 
 

Minnesota Statutes and Rules that apply to this area.  Though the city will have some 
local control, a majority of zoning regulations would be applied through the Rum River 
Wild and Scenic regulations.  For example, lot sizes must be a minimum of 15,000 sf. 
within the Wild and Scenic, as compared to just 10,000 sf. in a typical residential area.  
Generally the more strict DNR regulations should protect the health, safety and welfare 
of the public.  However, approximately 9.7 acres are outside of the Wild and Scenic area 
and will be solely regulated by the Sensitive Development District which allows medium 
density residential land use.  The purpose of this district is to create residential 
development that is designed to prevent and mitigate irreversible damage to natural 
resources and to preserve and enhance their values to the public.  Based on the purpose of 
the district and the regulations that are present in the ordinance, staff believes the 
rezoning of the entire area should protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public.    

 
3. Whether the City and other service providers will be able to provide sufficient public 

safety, transportation and utility facilities and services to the subject property, while 
maintaining sufficient levels of service to existing development. 

 
Staff Findings:  

 
The property is located adjacent to CSAH 116.  A road easement was also provided for in 
the conservation easement to allow access from 6th Avenue.  This easement is shown on 
the survey map that is provided.  Initially when development for this area was discussed, 
it was assumed that this area would only have access from 6th Avenue.  However, in the 
past year the city and Anoka County have been in discussion about the potential of a full, 
signalized access point from CSAH 116 that would provide access to this area, but also 
the area east of the library.  This access point and road connection is shown on the 
“potential access road” map.  The city commissioned a traffic study to determine whether 
an intersection at this location would meet warrants for full signalization.  The study 
showed that if development were to occur north of CSAH 116, the intersection would 
meet warrants for a signal.  Anoka County will be upgrading the intersection at CSAH 
116 and 7th Avenue in 2012.  A new intersection from CSAH 116 to serve any 
development north would not be part of this project and would not occur until 
development occurs.  This additional access should alleviate traffic on 6th Avenue that 
may be created as a result of development.  Based on the proposed improvements to the 
transportation system in the area, staff believes sufficient transportation service will be 
maintained.        
 
The property will be serviced by city utilities.  Currently there is an 8 inch water line that 
provides service to the Anoka County Library and is located under 6th Avenue (dead end 
road adjacent to the library).  This line would be of sufficient size to provide water 
service to any residential development west of the library.  Sanitary sewer is also 
available under 6th Avenue and would provide service to west of the library.  A lift station 
likely would be required due to changes in grade, however would not be difficult to 
accomplish.         
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4. Whether the proposed rezoning will have significant adverse impacts on the natural 
environment, including air, water, noise, storm water management and vegetation. 
 
Staff Findings:  
 
Generally, the purpose of this district is to create residential development that is designed 
to prevent and mitigate irreversible damage to natural resources and to preserve and 
enhance their values to the public.  Development shall be regulated to minimize the risk 
of environmental damage to these areas.  This is accomplished through density control, 
lot size, public land dedication and tree preservation.  Residential development in these 
areas should encourage creativity, variety and use of quality materials.  
 
Single family lot sizes are required to be increased from the minimum standards in the R-
1 district of 10,000 square feet to 15,000 square feet.  This naturally reduces the density 
of any proposed development which in turn has positive impacts on air, water, noise, 
storm water management and vegetation.  Density for townhome use is typical with other 
densities in the city; however the ordinance requires architectural standards on the 
housing to ensure a long lasting, quality end product, tree preservation if applicable, and 
landscaping.  This is not typical in other residential zoning districts in the city. 
 
Naturally there will be an increase in impervious surface than what currently exists.  
However, lots within the Rum River Wild and Scenic River District shall not exceed a 
25% impervious surface coverage.  Typical allowed single family lot coverage is 35%.  
Townhome development may not exceed 50% which is typical city-wide.  Any 
development that is proposed will have to meet stormwater regulations and be reviewed 
by the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization land within the Wild and 
Scenic, Minnesota DNR.   
 
Lastly, standards have been included in the zoning ordinance for the district that further 
regulates vegetation.  In 2008, the City adopted a stricter tree preservation requirement 
than what was in place.  Additionally, the zoning district requires a minimum four trees 
to either be preserved or planted on single family lots, and 10 shrubs or bushes. 

 
5. Whether the proposed amendment will have significant adverse impacts on other 

property in the vicinity of the subject tract. 
 

Staff Finding: The general public and adjacent property owners/users have enjoyed open 
space in this area.  Whenever a zoning change occurs to land that has been vacant, 
adjacent to publicly used land and development may occur, there will be change.  
However, the Planning Commission should consider whether that change is an adverse 
impact.  Residential uses are the lowest impact land uses other than recreation.  The 
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proposed zoning district and DNR Wild and Scenic regulations attempt to address the 
following to limit adverse impacts: 
 

• No private river lots are permitted due to the conservation easement 
detaching the area from the Rum River. 

• Reduced single family densities compared to typical residential 
development. 

• Requiring less impervious surface for single family residential uses. 
• Requires architectural standards for the housing to ensure a long lasting, 

quality end product. 
• Stormwater management 
• Tree preservation 

 
If development is proposed, the Planning Commission and City Council will have a 
specific opportunity to address potential adverse impacts on adjacent property and require 
certain conditions upon a development approval.  Based on this finding, staff believes 
that though there could be a change from what exists today, the proposed amendment will 
have the least impact and more importantly not a significant adverse impact on other 
property.   
   

6. The suitability of the subject property for the existing zoning classification and proposed 
zoning classification. 

 
Staff Findings: The property is currently zoned R-F, Rural Farm and has been since the 
property was annexed.  R-F zoning exists in four places throughout the city.  In this area, 
east of 11th Avenue, King’s Island, and the Anoka County Fairgrounds parking lot.  R-F 
generally permits single family uses at a very low density (minimum lot size of 2.5 
acres), agricultural, and public uses.  In general, this zoning district likely should be 
removed from the zoning code and these areas zoned more accordingly.  However, the 
existing uses do fall within the permitted uses in the district. 
 
The zoning district is specific to property in sensitive areas near the Rum River.   
Because the City Council has expressed interest in developing this property, it makes 
sense to have a zoning classification that will provide for development that is designed to 
prevent and mitigate irreversible damage to natural resources and to preserve and 
enhance their values to the public.  As such, the proposed zoning classification is more 
suitable than other classifications for development. 

 
7. The need for the proposed use at the proposed location. 
 

Staff Finding:  This site is special because of its location adjacent to the Rum River and 
Anoka Nature Preserve.  According to reports about today’s housing market, housing 
developers are looking for smaller, unique sites, closer to Minneapolis and St. Paul for 
development.  This is in contrast to the large tracts of farmland that were developed in the 
2000s in the exurbs (Monticello, Otsego, Rosemount, etc.).  Based on this trend, staff 



A2011-12b Staff Report 
August 3, 2011 
Page 6 of 9 
 

believes that this type of site is ideal to provide for move-up housing that the city 
currently lacks. 
 

 
2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN LAND USE MAP AMENDMENT 
 
The 22.5 acre piece of land is categorized as a Planning Area on the 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Land Use map.  The area is described in the comprehensive plan as follows:  “In the early 
1970’s the City of Anoka acquired approximately 267 acres of land at the northern tip of the City 
just north of Bunker Lake Boulevard and west of Seventh Avenue. The land has remained 
publicly owned and undeveloped since. In 2007, a conservation easement was placed on 
approximately 198 acres of the land preventing development perpetually. Two areas of land 
remain for possible development. The first area is 46.3 acres and located directly along Seventh 
Avenue and Bunker Lake Boulevard. The second area is 22.5 acres and located just north of 
Bunker Lake Boulevard and east of the Rum River. This property was area of focus during the 
2030 Comprehensive Plan public process. Suggested uses for this land varied. The land is 
identified as a Planning Area on the 2030 General Land Use map because it is unknown at this 
time how the City will proceed. When determining future uses for this property, the City will take 
into consideration park, housing, and economic development needs for the City.”  The proposed 
Sensitive Development requires a land use map amendment from Planning Area to Low Density 
Residential and Medium Density Residential as State Statutes require a City’s comprehensive 
plan to be consistent with the zoning ordinance.  The Low Density Residential area is 
approximately 12.8 acres and located entirely within the Rum River Wild and Scenic.  The 
Medium Density Residential area is approximately 9.7 acres and located outside of the Rum 
River Wild and Scenic.   
 
Surrounding Land Uses 
 

 
EXISTING 

USES 
ZONING DISTRICT 

DESIGNATION 
CURRENT LAND USE 

DESIGNATION  

NORTH 
Anoka Nature 
Preserve 

R-F Rural Farm Park and Recreation 

WEST Anoka Nature 
Preserve 

R-F Rural Farm Park and Recreation 

SOUTH Anoka High 
School/City Soccer 
Fields 

R-1 Single Family, R-F Rural 
Farm 

Park and 
Recreation/Institutional 

EAST Anoka County Library R-F Rural Farm Institutional 
 
Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies 
 
The goals and policies summarized from various chapters of the Anoka Comprehensive Plan 
may help frame the discussion and issues when considering the land use designation change. 
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Land Use Plan 
 
The Comprehensive Plan lays out general criteria to consider when designating land use.  When 
creating zoning ordinances, this criterion is considered as a base, and the zoning ordinance 
typically regulates density, uses, etc. further.   
 
The Low Density Residential category is designed to allow for single family uses on lots a 
minimum of 10,000 square feet.  Generally these areas are zoned R-1 Single Family Residential.  
However in this instance the zoning ordinance requires single family lots a minimum of 15,000 
square feet. 
 
In contrast, the Medium Density Residential category encourages single-family homes at higher 
densities, but also allows for attached housing units in the form of twin homes or townhomes.  
The following are the guidelines and criteria for development within medium-density residential 
areas: 
 

• Five to ten units/acre  
 

• Type of dwellings allowed are single-family, detached dwellings, and attached housing in 
the form of twin homes and townhomes. 

 
• Must abut and have reasonably direct access to intermediate arterials, minor arterials and 

collectors; should be located near large areas of permanent public open space 
(community parks, schools, etc.); near neighborhood shopping and service facilities. 

 
The land use section of the comprehensive plan also outlines four goals to consider when 
reviewing land use.  One of those goals is to encourage a land use balance, a mix of housing 
opportunities, and life cycle housing.  The city of Anoka’s housing stock ranges in both value 
and design.  Much of the housing stock is affordable for first time homebuyers, but there is a lack 
of new housing in the $250,000+ range.  The vision of the Planning Commission is that if 
townhomes were developed on the eastern portion, the development would be similar to style 
and densities to Riverspointe, a successful development near the Rum River south of downtown.  
This type of housing product fits into the $250,000+ range of housing.  Another goal is to 
evaluate future use of City owned lands by periodically updating the City Council on City owned 
land that is underutilized and could be used for future economic development where appropriate.   
 
Economic Development 
 
There are two goals and implementation steps in the economic development section that relate to 
the development of vacant, city owned land to increase tax base and also investment specifically 
in this property  They are: 
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Goals: 

 
Diversify and Expand the Tax Base: To strengthen the tax base through balanced land use and 
business diversification. 

 
• Promote development of vacant land with uses that achieve city goals and complement 

existing uses. 
 
Implementation: 
 

Invest in sites and neighborhoods ready for growth based upon market conditions 
 

• Promote development and investment in the following neighborhoods with 
priority given to those identified in bold. 
 

• Anoka Enterprise Park 
• Central Business District-

intersection of Main Street and 
Rum River 

• Commuter Rail Village-
intersection of rail line and 
Rum River 

• Coopers Landing 
• Federal/Hoffman 
• Franklin School 
• Highland Park 
• Historic Rum River District 

project 
• Rottlund Master Plan 

• City Hall re-use 
• Third Avenue, Van Buren to 

Harrison 
• County leased lot 

redevelopment 
• Jackson Street  
• Land North of Bunker Lake 

Blvd. 
• Pinewski/Smith properties 

Schwartzmans/Fairgrounds 
• Thurston/Bunker 
• West Main Shopping Center 

 
Housing Plan 
 
The Housing section supports a mix of housing types to meet the needs of current and future 
residents.  The housing goals that relate to this proposal include: 
 

• Increase the quality and value of the existing single family and multifamily housing units 
in the City of Anoka.  

 
• To diversify the housing stock, promote home ownership among all housing types and 

provide housing options to attract young buyers and families 
 
• To provide opportunities for older residents to remain living in the City. 
 
• Analyze neighborhood utilities, transportation networks, buffers between different zoning 

districts and building trends, including new construction and alterations. 
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• Provide a balance of various housing types to serve "life cycle” housing needs in the 

City. 
 
Transportation 
 
As stated earlier, the property is located adjacent to CSAH 116.  A road easement was also 
provided for in the conservation easement to allow access from 6th Avenue.  This easement is 
shown on the survey map that is provided.  Initially when development for this area was 
discussed, it was assumed that this area would only have access from 6th Avenue.  However, in 
the past year the city and Anoka County have been in discussion about the potential of a full, 
signalized access point from CSAH 116 that would provide access to this area, but also the area 
east of the library.  This access point and road connection is shown on the “potential access road” 
map.  The city commissioned a traffic study to determine whether an intersection at this location 
would meet warrants for full signalization.  The study showed that if development were to occur 
north of CSAH 116, the intersection would meet warrants for a signal.  Anoka County will be 
upgrading the intersection at CSAH 116 and 7th Avenue in 2012.  A new intersection from 
CSAH 116 to serve any development north would not be part of this project and would not occur 
until development occurs.  This additional access should alleviate traffic on 6th Avenue that may 
be created as a result of development.  Based on the proposed improvements to the transportation 
system in the area, staff believes sufficient transportation service will be maintained.        
 
Parks and Recreation 
 
This property has always been vacant.  This property has not been designated or recognized as 
park area in the Park and Recreation section.  The property is adjacent to the Anoka Nature 
Preserve which is different than a typical city park because of its various protections.  Any new 
development will be encouraged to have interior trails and connections that will serve residents 
of the development but also potentially residents in the community by making connections to 
Anoka Nature Preserve.     
 
COMMISSION ACTION 
 
The Planning Commission can recommend approval of the application, denial or the application, 
or postpone the decision to allow for more information to be obtained. 
 

Erik J. Thorvig  
City Planner/Economic 
Development Coordinator 

 
 



Low Density 
Residential
Land Use

Medium Density
Residential
Land UseRu

m 
Ri

ve
r 

W&
S B

ou
nd

ary

.

2030 Comprehensive Plan
Land Use Map Amendment

Bunker Lake Blvd.



Sensitive 
Development District
Single Family Only

Sensitive Development 
District

Townhomes OnlyRu
m 

Ri
ve

r 
W&

S B
ou

nd
ary

.

Potential 
Access Road



 

 

 

October 26, 2011 

City of Anoka 

Attn: Erik Thorvig 

2015 First Ave North 

Anoka, MN 55303-2270 

RE: Comprehensive Plan Amendment – Planning Area to Low Density and Medium Density 
Residential 
 
Erik: 
 
The City of Ramsey recently received a notice regarding an action by the City of Anoka that recently 
approved a 2030 Comprehensive Plan Land Use map amendment and official zoning map amendment to 
approximately 22.5 acres located generally east of the Rum River and Anoka Nature Preserve, north of 
County Road 116 (CSAH 116), south of the Anoka Nature Preserve, and west of the Anoka County 
Library. The land use map amendment would change the land use on the 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Land Use map from Planning Area to Low Density Residential and Medium Density Residential. Planning 
Area was a designation the Metropolitan Council allowed the city to use for this area because when the 
comprehensive plan was approved in 2008, discussions of future land use in this area had not been 
completed. The Low Density Residential area is approximately 12.8 acres and located entirely within the 
Rum River Wild and Scenic. The Medium Density Residential area is approximately 9.7 acres and located 
outside of the Rum River Wild and Scenic.  
 
The City of Ramsey has no objection to the amendment, but does note a desire to continue to work 
collaboratively with the City of Anoka to address transportation goals for the region.  The proposed 
amendment will add vehicle trips to a segment of roadway classified as an A Minor Reliever that already 
experiences congestion at peak times.  The City of Ramsey wants to ensure that our communities 
continue to work together to address future needs on regional roadways based on forecasted traffic 
volumes in the 2030 Comprehensive Plans. 
 

Sincerely 

 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 
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REPORT 

      A-2011-9 
Official Zoning Map Amendment 

Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map Amendment 
City of Anoka 

July 6, 2011 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The City of Anoka is proposing a 2030 Comprehensive Plan land use map amendment and 
official zoning map amendment to approximately 27.8 acres located generally east of 11th 
Avenue, north of North Street and south of Sunny Acres Park.  The land use map amendment 
would change the land use on the 2030 Comprehensive Plan Land Use map from Undeveloped 
Space to Medium Density Residential.  The rezoning would change the land from R-F Rural 
Farm to R-3 Low Density Multi-family Residential. 
 
It has been a general goal of the City Council to continue to seek ways to increase City revenues 
by adding tax exempt property to the tax rolls and reduce the burden on all Anoka tax payers.  In 
pursuit of this goal, all non-tax generating properties were identified; included city owned 
properties.  One such property that has been discussed is the area identified in this application. 
 
At the May City Council worksession, an in-depth report was given to the City Council about the 
past, current, and potential future uses of the entire 53.95 acres of city owned land east of 11th 
Avenue.  The council memo from Greg Lee is included.  Generally, the City Council felt the 
north portion of this land should continue to be used as a storage area for clean fill, topsoil, 
bituminous millings from city street projects and tree and brush material from tree contractors.  
The memo outlines the past use of the portion of this site as a city dump which makes it very 
difficult and discouraged for any development.  A bone yard for various city materials exists near 
the middle of the property.  This would be moved to the north end of the site.   
 
Approximately 27.8 acres of land remains that could be incorporated as part of a new 
development and/or land sale.  Much of the area is wetland and cannot be developed.  
Approximately 4.7 acres remain that could be developed.   
 
At this time no development is proposed.  Rezoning the property would prepare for it to be sold 
for development.  If and when a development is proposed, there will be a public hearing before 
the Planning Commission and final determination by the City Council.  Details relating to a plat, 
site design, etc. would be reviewed during this process. 
 
Included for your review: Site location map with area highlighted, map showing developable 
area, site aerial, May 23, 2011 City Council memo from Greg Lee, minutes from May 23, 2011 
City Council meeting, Letter to neighboring residents, email from resident. 
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ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 
 
The property is currently zoned R-F Rural Farm.  The rezoning would change the zoning to R-3 
Low Density Multi-family Residential.  This district allows for single family, townhome and 
multi-family use at lower densities than the R-4 district.  Generally, the vision for this land is 
either detached single family homes, or a low density townhome development.  The Planning 
Commission and City Council must review the following criteria when considering a change to 
the zoning classification of a property: 

 
1. Whether the proposed amendment corrects an error or addresses a changing condition, 

trend or fact. 
 

Staff Findings: For many years this land has been vacant.  Not until recently did the City 
Council explore the potential of selling this land for development.  The existing R-F 
zoning was sufficient for the past and current uses.  However, because the City Council 
wishes to market this land for residential development at certain densities and uses, the 
R-3 zoning will be more appropriate. 
   

2. Whether the proposed amendment will protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
public. 

 
Staff Findings: The proposed R-3 zoning generally would allow for residential and 
public uses.  Residential uses are the lowest impact land uses as compared to commercial 
and industrial.  Because this area is located adjacent to residential zoning districts and 
public space, the proposed zoning should protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
public because the proposed zoning would allow for uses that are consistent with the 
surrounding neighborhood.  A rezoning to a commercial or industrial zoning district 
would do otherwise.   

 
3. Whether the City and other service providers will be able to provide sufficient public 

safety, transportation and utility facilities and services to the subject property, while 
maintaining sufficient levels of service to existing development. 

 
Staff Findings: The developable area is approximately 4.7 acres.  Depending on the type 
of housing proposed, the most units that likely could be developed are 45 attached 
townhomes.  If detached housing is proposed it reduces the amount of units significantly.  
Even at the high end of the scale with 45 units, sufficient public safety should be able to 
be provided.   
 
The property would be served by 11th Avenue, Grant Street, Lincoln Street and North 
Street.  The densest development that could potentially occur is around 45 townhome 
units.  According to the Institute of Traffic Engineers trip generation manual, a 45 unit 
townhome development generates approximately 19.8 AM trips, 23.4 PM trips, and 263 
trips throughout the day.  The state of Minnesota did Municipal State Aid Street 
(M.S.A.S.) traffic counts between 2006-2008.  North Street was part of this study when 
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traffic counts occurred in 2007.  Traffic counts show North Street, between 7th Avenue 
and 11th Avenue has on average 7,900 vehicles per day.  Generally traffic from a future 
development could primarily use North Street to travel east and west.  If all traffic used 
North Street, the daily 263 trips generated are about 3% of the total daily traffic on North 
Street.  If/when a development is proposed, a traffic study may be required to show 
where potential traffic could go, as Lincoln and Grant Streets may also be used to travel 
west to 7th Avenue.      
 
The property would be served by city utilities.  The minimal size of any future 
development would not have an impact on the city’s storm and sanitary sewer or electric 
utility.        

 
4. Whether the proposed rezoning will have significant adverse impacts on the natural 

environment, including air, water, noise, storm water management and vegetation. 
 

Staff Findings:  This property is unique because it is located adjacent to the wetland.  
Any development would be required to go before the Planning Commission and City 
Council to ensure its compliance with city, county and state requirements.  Development 
will have to meet setback requirements and mitigate against any other impacts to the 
wetland.  Any stormwater runoff that is created will have to be treated and meet 
requirements of the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization.  Any 
development would be required to follow the tree preservation ordinance which would 
require any significant tree removed during development to be replaced at a ratio of 1:1, 
except in no case need the tree replacement density exceed eight (8) trees per acre. 

 
5. Whether the proposed amendment will have significant adverse impacts on other 

property in the vicinity of the subject tract. 
 

Staff Finding: The neighboring property owners have enjoyed open space in this area.  
Whenever a zoning change occurs to land that has been vacant and publicly used and 
development may occur, there will be change.  However, the Planning Commission 
should consider whether that change is an adverse impact.  As stated before, residential 
uses are the lowest impact land uses as compared to commercial and industrial.  Because 
this area is located adjacent to residential zoning districts and public space, the proposed 
zoning would allow for uses that are consistent with neighboring uses.  Based on this 
finding, staff believes that though there could be a change from what exists today, the 
proposed amendment will have the least impact and more importantly not a significant 
adverse impact on other property.   
   

6. The suitability of the subject property for the existing zoning classification and proposed 
zoning classification. 

 
Staff Findings: The property is currently zoned R-F, Rural Farm and has been since the 
property was annexed from the city of Coon Rapids in 1994.  R-F zoning exists in four 
places throughout the city.  In this area, north of County Road 116, King’s Island, and the 
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Anoka County Fairgrounds parking lot.  R-F generally permits single family uses at a 
very low density (minimum lot size of 2.5 acres), agricultural, and public uses.  In 
general, this zoning district likely should be removed from the zoning code and these 
areas zoned more accordingly.  However, the existing uses do fall within the permitted 
uses in the district. 
 
The report to the City Council on May 23rd provided reasoning for the location of 
developable land based on the suitability of the soil and difficulty to develop the north 
part due to issues underground.  If development of this site were to occur, residential uses 
are the most compatible to the adjacent uses.  Commercial or industrial uses would not fit 
the neighborhood and could cause a greater environmental impact.  Because of the unique 
shape of the developable area, cluster type housing may occur.  The R-3 will allow the 
densities need for this type of development.     

 
7. The need for the proposed use at the proposed location. 
 

Staff Finding:  This site is special because of its seclusion and location adjacent to the 
wetland.  The study of the larger 53.95 acres shows only a small area than can be 
developed.  According to reports about today’s housing market, housing developers are 
looking for smaller, unique sites, closer to Minneapolis and St. Paul for development.  
This is in contrast to the large tracts of farmland that were developed in the 2000s in the 
exurbs (Monticello, Otsego, Rosemount, etc.).  Based on this trend, staff believes that this 
type of site is ideal for a niche housing development that would assist to diversify the 
city’s housing stock. 

 
2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN LAND USE MAP AMENDMENT 
 
The 27.8 acre piece of land currently categorized as Undeveloped Space on the 2030 
Comprehensive Plan Land Use map.  Undeveloped Space is defined as “public land that is 
currently open, however, may or may not support development for any purpose in the future.”  
The proposed R-3 zoning requires a land use map amendment from Undeveloped Space to 
Medium Density Residential as State Statutes require a City’s comprehensive plan to be 
consistent with the zoning ordinance.  The remaining land north of the subject area would remain 
Undeveloped Space on the land use map. 
 
Surrounding Land Uses 
 

 
EXISTING 

USES 
ZONING DISTRICT 

DESIGNATION 
CURRENT LAND USE 

DESIGNATION  

NORTH 
City bone yard, 
storage area 

R-F Rural Farm Undeveloped Space 

WEST Single-Family/Multi-
Family Residential 

R-1 Single Family Residential; 
R-3 Low Density Multi-
family; R-4 High Density 
Multi-family 

Low Density, High 
Density Residential 



A2011-9 Staff Report 
July 6, 2011 
Page 5 of 7 
 

SOUTH North Street/Highway 
10 

N/A N/A 

EAST Wetland/Commercial General Commercial (city of 
Coon Rapids) 

General Commercial (city 
of Coon Rapids) 

 
Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies 
 
The goals and policies summarized from various chapters of the Anoka Comprehensive Plan 
may help frame the discussion and issues when considering the land use designation change. 
 
Land Use Plan 
 
The Comprehensive Plan lays out general criteria to consider when designating land use.  When 
creating zoning ordinances, this criterion is considered as a base, and the zoning ordinance 
typically regulates density, uses, etc. further.  The current classification is Undeveloped Space.  
This category is public land that is currently open, however, may or may not support 
development for any purpose in the future. 
 
In contrast, the Medium Density Residential category encourages single-family homes at higher 
densities, but also allows for attached housing units in the form of twin homes or townhomes.  
The following are the guidelines and criteria for development within medium-density residential 
areas: 
 

• Five to ten units/acre  
 

• Type of dwellings allowed are single-family, detached dwellings, and attached housing in 
the form of twin homes and townhomes. 

 
• Must abut and have reasonably direct access to intermediate arterials, minor arterials and 

collectors; should be located near large areas of permanent public open space 
(community parks, schools, etc.); near neighborhood shopping and service facilities. 

 
The land use section of the comprehensive plan also outlines four goals to consider when 
reviewing land use.  One of those goals is to encourage a land use balance, a mix of housing 
opportunities, and life cycle housing.  The City of Anoka’s housing stock ranges in both value 
and design.  Development in this area, with its unique characteristics would encourage a mix of 
housing opportunities.  Another goal is to evaluate future use of City owned lands by 
periodically updating the City Council on City owned land that is underutilized and could be 
used for future economic development where appropriate.   
 
Economic Development 
 
There are two goals and implementation steps in the economic development section that relate to 
the development of vacant, city owned land to increase tax base and also investment specifically 
in this property  They are: 
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Goals: 

 
Diversify and Expand the Tax Base: To strengthen the tax base through balanced land use and 
business diversification. 

 
• Promote development of vacant land with uses that achieve city goals and complement 

existing uses. 
 
Implementation: 
 

Invest in sites and neighborhoods ready for growth based upon market conditions 
 

• Promote development and investment at the following sites with priority given to 
those identified in bold. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Housing Plan 
 
The Housing section supports a mix of housing types to meet the needs of current and future 
residents.  The housing goals that relate to this proposal include. 
 

• Increase the quality and value of the existing single family and multifamily housing units 
in the City of Anoka.  

 
• To diversify the housing stock, promote home ownership among all housing types and 

provide housing options to attract young buyers and families 
 
• To provide opportunities for older residents to remain living in the City. 
 
• Analyze neighborhood utilities, transportation networks, buffers between different zoning 

districts and building trends, including new construction and alterations. 
 
• Provide a balance of various housing types to serve "life cycle” housing needs in the 

City. 
 
Transportation 
 
This site will have access from 11th Avenue.  Based on previous and current concerns from the 
neighborhood to the north, no access will be provided to Cleveland Street. According to the 
Institute of Traffic Engineers trip generation manual, a 45 unit townhome development generates 

- 11th Avenue 
- 3rd/Jackson 
- Castle Field 
- Eniva Corporation 
- Graco Inc. 

- Hunts Bus 
- K-Mart 
- Mobile Home Park 
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approximately 19.8 AM trips, 23.4 PM trips, and 263 trips throughout the day.  The state of 
Minnesota did Municipal State Aid Street (M.S.A.S.) traffic counts between 2006-2008.  North 
Street was part of this study and traffic counts occurred in 2007.  Traffic counts show North 
Street, between 7th Avenue and 11th Avenue has on average 7,900 vehicles per day.  Generally 
traffic from a future development could primarily use North Street to travel east and west.  If all 
traffic used North Street, the daily 263 trips generated are about 3% of the total daily traffic on 
North Street.  If/when a development is proposed, a traffic study may be required to show where 
potential traffic could go, as Lincoln and Grant Streets may also be used to travel west to 7th 
Avenue.            
 
Parks and Recreation 
 
This property has generally always been vacant.  Over time there have been different uses of the 
area which included a residential homestead and various city uses.  Because it is located adjacent 
to Sunny Acres Park and city owned, it sometimes may be considered as a park by the public.  
This property has not been designated or recognized as park area in the Park and Recreation 
section.  Any new development will be encouraged to have interior trails and recreational areas 
that will serve residents of the development but also potentially residents in the surrounding area 
my making connections to Sunny Acres Park.     
 
COMMISSION ACTION 
 
The Planning Commission can recommend approval of the application, denial or the application, 
or postpone the decision to allow for more information to be obtained. 
 

Erik J. Thorvig  
Associate Planner 
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October 26, 2011 

City of Anoka 

Attn: Erik Thorvig 

2015 First Ave North 

Anoka, MN 55303-2270 

RE: Comprehensive Plan Amendment – Planning Area to Low Density and Medium Density 
Residential 
 
Erik: 
 
The City of Ramsey recently received a notice regarding an action by the City of Anoka that recently 
approved a 2030 Comprehensive Plan Land Use map amendment and official zoning map amendment to 
approximately 22.5 acres located generally east of the Rum River and Anoka Nature Preserve, north of 
County Road 116 (CSAH 116), south of the Anoka Nature Preserve, and west of the Anoka County 
Library. The land use map amendment would change the land use on the 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Land Use map from Planning Area to Low Density Residential and Medium Density Residential. Planning 
Area was a designation the Metropolitan Council allowed the city to use for this area because when the 
comprehensive plan was approved in 2008, discussions of future land use in this area had not been 
completed. The Low Density Residential area is approximately 12.8 acres and located entirely within the 
Rum River Wild and Scenic. The Medium Density Residential area is approximately 9.7 acres and located 
outside of the Rum River Wild and Scenic.  
 
The City of Ramsey has no objection to the amendment. 
 

Sincerely 

 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 4.           

Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Len Linton, Engineering/Public Works

Information

Title:

Consider Guard Rail Enhancements for the Parking Ramp

Background:

The parking ramp has been open for several years. The exterior railings for all floors were designed to be functional

and also appear as architectural elements. The north, east and south railings on the top floor are a mixture of

concrete and concrete topped with metal fence. The top of the metal fence is 9 feet above the floor with the top of

the concrete at the fence 66 inches above the floor. The lower concrete rails are 43 inches high. The railing on the

north, east and south sides of the 2nd and 3rd floors are concrete to 30 inches with metal railings on top making the

total height 43 inches. The west railings on all floors are cables to allow for the expansion that is under

construction. There are Plexiglas panels in metal frames that stretch from railing to ceiling in the north east corner

of the ramp adjacent to the stairs. 

The interior edges of the floors and ramps between floors have chain link fence over cables cast into the support

columns. The top of the chain link fence is 43 inches above the floor. There is an 18" gap between the horizontal

fence at the edge of the floor and the sloping fence at the edge of the ramps. 

The heights of the railings and fences meet the current safety standards. A copy of the state code is attached.

The parking ramp expansion is currently under construction.

Observations:

A concern was raised that the lower height railings may not prevent a bicycle rider striking the barrier from going

over the top of the railing. A proposal was requested from LSA Design, Inc. for designing changes to three specific

areas on the ramp:

Enclose all exterior openings on floors 2 and 3 and raise the guard rail height at specific locations on the top floor.

Enclose openings between the floors at sloped ramp on all floors.

Provide sunscreen protection on east side of parking ramp at middle bay.

A proposal was submitted with 2 options: 

1. Design all enhancements. Fee $5,500 plus reimbursable expenses

2. Design limited enhancements. Fee $3,900 plus reimbursable expenses.

The work would be processed as a change order to the current construction project and is estimated between

$100,000 and $200,000 depending on the level of improvements selected.

The first deck pour for the parking lot expansion is scheduled for the week of November 7. Design changes

approved by the City Council will need to be communicated to the contractor prior to this so that the form work can

be adjusted accordingly.

Recommendation:

The Public Works Committee reviewed this case at the October 18 meeting and recommended accepting the

proposal from LSA for all enhancements for a fee not to exceed $5,500.  Note, Council action would only

authorize design at this time.  Separate action on the improvements would need to be authorized by a later contract

chang order, if the City decides to move forward with all or part of the proposed design changes. 



Funding Source:

The funding would come from TIF 1 which is the funding source for the parking ramp expansion

Council Action:

Motion to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and accept the proposal from LSA for all

enhancements for a fee not to exceed $5,500.
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Brian Olson Brian Olson 10/20/2011 09:18 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/20/2011 01:19 PM
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Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Jackie Lipski, Finance

Information

Title:

Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of Accounts

Payable Invoicing received during the Period of October 6, 2011 through October 18, 2011

Council Action:

Motion to adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of

Accounts Payable Invoicing received during the Period of October 6, 2011 through October 18, 2011.

Attachments

Billslist 10-25-2011

Resolution 10-25-2011
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Diana Lund Diana Lund 10/18/2011 02:22 PM
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX

RESOLUTION APPROVING CASH DISBURSEMENTS MADE AND AUTHORIZING 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING RECEIVED DURING THE 
PERIOD OF OCTOBER 6, 2011 THROUGH OCTOBER 18, 2011.

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey Finance Department has made cash disbursements and 
received accounts payable invoicing during the period of October 6, 2011, through October 18, 
2011, in the amount of $1,415,423.99; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is required to authorize payment for 
all disbursement transactions.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows:

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the cash disbursements made and 
authorizes payment of the accounts payable invoices as detailed in the attached Bills List 
for the period October 6, 2011, through October 18, 2011, in the amount of 
$1,415,423.99.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

and the following abstained:

and the following were absent:

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 25th day of October 2011.

Mayor

ATTEST:

City Clerk
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Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Diana Lund, Finance

Information

Title:

Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Abating Special Assessment for Property ID 35-32-25-31-0018 (Keith Kiefer)

Background:

In 2008 the City certified to the county $14,608.89 related to the clean-up abatement of 6203 Rivlyn Avenue. 

This assessment was placed on the homeowners 2009 property taxes.  

The homeowner, Mr. Keith Kiefer,  took the city to court over this clean-up abatement and special assessment and

the court ruled in favor of Mr. Kiefer.  Thus, the assessments need to be removed from Mr. Kiefer's taxes.  

To remove an assessment that has been certified to the County, the County needs to abate the taxes.  To do so,

the County requires a resolution from the City stating that the taxes are to be abated.

  

Funding Source:

Assessments are collected within the PIR fund (Public Improvement Revolving).

Council Action:

Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX abating the special assessment charge in the amount of $14,642.94 (principal) plus

any related interest and penalties (which currently total $4,452.78).

Attachments

Resolution Abating Assessment
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Councilmember _________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX

A RESOLUTION ABATING THE 2008 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT (2009 Taxes Payable)
CHARGE OF $14,642.94 ON PID #35-32-25-31-0018

WHEREAS, in 2008 the city levied $14,608.89 for the abatement clean up at 6203 
Rivlyn Avenue; and

WHEREAS, property owner, Keith Kiefer took the city to court over abatement process 
and assessment; and

WHEREAS, Anoka County Court awarded in favor of Keith Kiefer in 2011 due to lack 
of detail in violation letter; and

WHEREAS, the City needs to grant an abatement of the 2008 special assessment charge 
in the amount of $14,642.94 (principal) plus applicable penalties & interest 23 to PID #35-32-25-
31-0018.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, to hereby abate the 2008
special assessment charge in the amount of $14,642.94 and applicable penalties and interest
for PID #35-32-25-31-0018.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

and the following abstained:

and the following were absent:

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 25th day of October, 2011.

Mayor

ATTEST:

City Clerk
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Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Dean Kapler, Fire Department

Information

Title:

Adpt Resolution #11-10-XXX Authorizing the City of Ramsey to Participate in the Multi-Jurisdictional Anoka

County Hazard Mitigation Plan

Background:

Last completed in 2007, FEMA requires a review and an updated plan every 5 years. With completion of this

activity, Ramsey would be eligible to receive federal assistance during a disaster and also grant opportunities

through FEMA.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends Council approve the attached resolution and agree to participate with Anoka County Emergency

Management on the 5 year review and update.

Funding Source:

No funding required

Council Action:

Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Authorizing the City of Ramsey to Participate in the Multi-Jurisdictional Anoka

County Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Attachments

Resolution for Haz Mitigation Plan

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Jo Thieling Jo Thieling 10/14/2011 10:00 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/19/2011 04:41 PM
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RESOLUTION NO. XXXX-XX

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF RAMSEY TO PARTICIPE IN THE MULTI-
JURISDICTIONAL ANOKA COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

WHEREAS, on January 23, 2007 Ramsey City Council adopted the Anoka County Multi-
Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan completed on November 28, 2006; and,

WHEREAS, FEMA formally approved the Anoka County Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2007 and 
requires the plan to be reviewed and updated every five years; and,

WHEREAS, the current plan is up for review and re-approval by FEMA in 2012; and,

WHEREAS, participation in the All Hazard Mitigation Plan is required for a community to receive 
federal disaster assistance; and,

WHEREAS, approval of the All Hazard Mitigation Plan will make the county eligible to receive 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) project grants, including potentially some projects 
benefiting the City of Ramsey and its residents.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council for the City of Ramsey, Minnesota that 
as a potential participant in the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program, the City of Ramsey, 
Minnesota hereby states their interest in participating in the multi-jurisdictional All-Hazard 
Mitigation plan by identifying hazards and prioritizing potential projects to mitigate the effects 
of natural hazards.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that after FEMA funding approval and during the plan 
implementation, the City of Ramsey, Minnesota agrees to participate in the hazard mitigation 
planning process.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that as signed, the City understands this is a voluntary program and 
our participation may benefit our jurisdiction by identifying hazards and prioritizing projects to 
mitigate the effects of natural hazards.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAMSEY THIS 25TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2011.

Jo Thieling, City Clerk Robert Ramsey, Mayor
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By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public

Works

Information

Title:

Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley Inc for Div. B (11-05 through 11-06)

2011 Street Maintenance Program

Background:

Resolution and Pay Request Attached

Council Action:

Motion to Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley Inc for Div. B (11-05 through

11-06) 2011 Street Maintenance Program

Attachments

Pay Resolution

Pay Attachment

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Himmer Tim Himmer 10/18/2011 04:43 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/19/2011 11:10 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 10/18/2011 02:42 PM
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RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO NORTH VALLEY INC. FOR 
DIVISION B (IP 11-05 THROUGH 11-06) 2011 STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council authorized the preparation of plans and 
specifications for the above referenced work; and

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council approved the plans and specifications and the 
advertisement for bids for the above-referenced work on June 14, 2011; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the 2011 Street Maintenance 
Program, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law on July 15, 2011; and

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer Brian Olson has inspected 
the completed work and recommends partial payment to North Valley Inc. in the amount of 
$257,460.01.

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer Brian Olson has inspected 
the completed work and recommends final payment to North Valley Inc. in the amount of 
$19,133.52.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows:

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to North Valley Inc. for the 2011 
Street Maintenance Program – Division B in the amount of $19,133.52.

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 
Administrator to sign the release form for this payment.

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 
bills for the date of October 25, 2011.

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 
resolution.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

and the following abstained:
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and the following were absent:

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 25th day of October, 2011.

ATTEST: Mayor

City Clerk
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By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public

Works

Information

Title:

Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Partial Payment to Sandstrom Land Management LLC for IP 09-24

COR Wetland Mitigation

Background:

Resolution and Pay Request Attached

Council Action:

Motion to Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Partial Payment to Sandstrom Land Management LLC for IP

09-24 COR Wetland Mitigation

Attachments

Pay Resolution

Pay Attachment

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Himmer Tim Himmer 10/18/2011 04:49 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/19/2011 11:10 AM
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RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTIAL PAYMENT TO SANDSTROM LAND 

MANAGEMENT LLC FOR IP 09-24 COR WETLAND MITIGATION 

 

WHEREAS, on January 11, 2010 the Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority ordered 
Improvement Project 09-24; COR Wetland Mitigation, called for the preparation of plans and 
specifications, and authorized a request for proposals to solicit quotes; and 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the request for proposals for Improvement Project 09-24; COR 
Wetland Mitigation, quotes were received, opened and tabulated according to law; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 
the completed work and recommends partial payment to Sandstrom Land Management LLC in 
the amount of $3,835.63. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
1) That the City Council hereby authorizes partial payment to Sandstrom Land Management 

LLC for COR Wetland Mitigation in the amount of $3,835.63. 
 
2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 
 
3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 25, 2011. 
 
4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 25th  day of October, 2011. 
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ATTEST:      Mayor 
 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
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Council Action:

Motion to Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Asphalt Surface Technologies Corporation

for (IP 11-01 through 11-04) 2011 Street Maintenance Program
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO ASPHALT SURFACE 

TECHNOLOGIES CORPORATION FOR DIVISION A (IP 11-01 THROUGH 11-04) 

2011 STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM   

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council authorized the preparation of plans and 

specifications for the above referenced work; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council approved the plans and specifications and the 

advertisement for bids for the above-referenced work on June 14, 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the 2011 Street Maintenance 

Program, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law on July 15, 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Asphalt Surface Technologies 

Corporation in the amount of $248,475.18. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends final payment to Asphalt Surface Technologies 

Corporation in the amount of $23,082.04. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to Asphalt Surface Technologies 

Corporation for the 2011 Street Maintenance Program – Division A in the amount of 

$23,082.04. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 25, 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 

  

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 
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and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25th day of October, 2011. 

 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

     

City Clerk 
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Resolution and Pay Request Attached

Council Action:

Motion to Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley Inc. for Division B of the

2010 Pavement Maintenance Program
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO NORTH VALLEY INC. FOR 

DIVISION B OF THE 2010 PAVEMENT MAINTENANCE PROGRAM  

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council authorized the preparation of plans and 

specifications for the above referenced work; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council approved the plans and specifications and the 

advertisement for bids for the above referenced work on May 11, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the 2010 Street Maintenance 

Program, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law on July 1, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to North Valley Inc. in the amount of 

$157,573.11. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to North Valley Inc. in the amount of 

$170.396.28. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends final payment to North Valley Inc. in the amount of 

$17,261.55. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to North Valley Inc. for the 2010 

Street Maintenance Program – Division B in the amount of $17,261.55. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 25, 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
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and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October, 2011. 

 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Great Northern Landscapes Inc. for Contract B IP

10-23 East Meandering Commons Park

Council Action:

Motion to Adopt Resolution 11-10-XXX Authorizing Final Payment to Great Northern Landscapes Inc. for

Contract B IP 10-23 East Meandering Commons Park
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO GREAT NORTHERN 

LANDSCAPES INC. FOR CONTRACT B IMPROVEMENT PROJECT #10-23 EAST 

MEANDERING COMMONS PARK  

 

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2010 the Ramsey City Council authorized the solicitation of 

bids from plans prepared by URS Corporation, Close Landscape Architecture, and City staff; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Improvement Project 10-23, East 

Meandering Commons Park, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law on 

March 26, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Great Northern Landscapes, Inc. in the 

amount of $5,320.00. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Great Northern Landscapes, Inc. in the 

amount of $85,525.84.00. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Great Northern Landscapes, Inc. in the 

amount of $24,006.50. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends final payment to Great Northern Landscapes, Inc. in the 

amount of $6,044.86.. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to Great Northern Landscapes, Inc. 

for the IP 10-23 East Meandering Commons Park in the amount of $6,044.86. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October, 2011. 

 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO OMANN BROTHERS FOR 

TRAIL PAVING PROJECT #10-23 EAST MEANDERING COMMONS PARK  

 

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2010 the Ramsey City Council authorized the solicitation of 

bids from plans prepared by URS Corporation, Close Landscape Architecture, and City staff; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Improvement Project 10-23, East 

Meandering Commons Park, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law on 

March 26, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, a portion of the bituminous trails (listed as alternates A, B, C, and D) from the 

advertised bids for Improvement Project 10-23, East Meandering Commons Park, were rejected 

on April 13, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey distributed plans to paving contractors to quote on these 

rejected bituminous trail alternates, and such quotes were opened on June 18, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council awarded a contract to complete certain bituminous trails within 

East Meandering Commons Park on June 22, 2010 to Omann Brothers Paving, Inc. in the amount 

of $48,950. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected the 

completed work and recommends final payment to Omann Brothers in the amount of $2,447.50. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to Omann Brothers Paving, Inc. 

for the bituminous paving of trails in the amount of $2,447.50. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 
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and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October, 2011. 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO RUM RIVER CONTRACTING 

FOR IP 10-07 ALPINE DRIVE/ROANOKE STREET IMPROVEMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council authorized the preparation of plans and 

specifications for the above referenced work; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council approved the plans and specifications and the 

advertisement for bids for the above referenced work on May 11, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Alpine Drive/Roanoke Street 

Improvements, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law and awarded on 

October 12, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of 

$177,225.31. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of 

$1,192.73. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of 

$61,895.74. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of 

$61,017.93. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of 

$212,305.36. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of 

$37,025.59. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends final payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of 

$19,196.15. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to Rum River Contracting for the 

Alpine Drive/Roanoke Street Improvements in the amount of $19,196.15. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 25, 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October 2011. 

 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO OMANN BROTHERS PAVING 

INC FOR IP 11-22; RHINESTONE COMMONS PARKING LOT  

 

 WHEREAS, on March 30, 2010 the Ramsey City Council authorized the solicitation of 

bids from plans prepared by the City of Ramsey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Improvement Project 11-22; 

Rhinestone Commons Parking Lot Improvements, bids were received, opened and tabulated 

according to law; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Omann Brothers Paving Inc. in the 

amount of $85,539.11. 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends final payment to Omann Brothers Paving Inc. in the 

amount of $29,407.50. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAMSEY, 

ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to Omann Brothers Paving Inc. for 

Rhinestone Commons Parking Lot in the amount of $29,407.50. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 25, 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 
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whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 
 
day of October, 2011. 

 

 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTIAL PAYMENT TO DOUGLAS-KERR 

UNDERGROUND LLC FOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT #11-21; ARMSTRONG AND 

BUNKER LAKE BOULEVARD INTERSECTION SIGNALIZATON 

 

 WHEREAS, on December 14, 2010 the Ramsey City Council ordered improvement 

project 11-21; Armstrong and Bunker Lake Boulevard Signalization Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 11, 2011 the Ramsey City Council called for the preparation of 

plans and specifications when they awarded of an engineering services contract with WSB & 

Associates; and 

 

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2011 the Ramsey City Council authorized the solicitation of 

bids; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Improvement Project 11-21; 

Armstrong and Bunker Lake Boulevard Intersection Signalization, bids were received, opened 

and tabulated according to law: and 

 

 WHEREAS, Douglas-Kerr Underground, LLC is the lowest responsible bidder. 

 

 WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC 

in the amount of $693,135.78. 

 

 WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC 

in the amount of $385,211.13. 

 

 WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC 

in the amount of $828,455.31. 

 

 WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC 

in the amount of $495,753.76. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground 

 LLC in the amount of $495,753.76; and 
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2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

 Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

 bills for the date of October 25, 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

 resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October 2011. 

   

 

 

              

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTIAL PAYMENT TO OMANN BROTHERS 

PAVING INC. FOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 10-25 CHAMELEON STREET 

PAVING 

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council adopted a resolution on October 26
th

, 2010 accepting 

plans and specifications and authorizing the solicitation of bids; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Improvement Project 10-25, 

Chameleon Street Paving, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on July 12
th

, 2011 the City Council authorized entering into a contract with 

Omann Brothers Paving Inc. to perform the work. 

 

 WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Omann Brothers Paving, Inc. in the 

amount of $83,172.98. 

 

 WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Omann Brothers Paving, Inc. in the 

amount of $79,585.20. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes partial payment to Omann Brothers Inc. for the 

IP 10-25 Chameleon Street Paving in the amount of $79,585.20. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 25, 2011 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by and upon vote 

being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 
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and the following were absent: 

 

where upon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25th day of October 2011.       

 

 

              

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTIAL PAYMENT TO COUNTY LINE 

EXCAVATING LLC FOR IP 09-25 DYSPROSIUM STREET IMPROVEMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council authorized the preparation of plans and 

specifications for the above referenced work; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council approved the plans and specifications and the 

advertisement for bids for the above referenced work on May 11, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Dysprosium Street Improvements, 

bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law and awarded on May 31, 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to County Line Excavating in the amount 

of $56,197.25. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to County Line Excavating in the amount 

of $137,550.12. 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to County Line Excavating in the amount 

of $180,049.50. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes partial payment to County Line Excavating for 

Dysprosium Street Improvements in the amount of $180,049.50. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 25, 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember  

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
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and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October, 2011. 

 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO CONNEXUS ENERGY FOR 

ELECTRICAL IMPROVEMENTS RELATED TO CITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

#10-23; EAST MEANDERING COMMONS PARK 

 

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2010 the Ramsey City Council authorized the solicitation of 

bids from plans prepared by URS Corporation, Close Landscape Architecture, and City staff; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for Improvement Project 10-23, East 

Meandering Commons Park, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law on 

March 26, 2010; and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends partial payment to Connexus Energy in the amount of 

$155,784.00, which was approved by the City Council with the bills list on January 11, 2011; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works Director/Principal City Engineer, Brian Olson has inspected 

the completed work and recommends final payment to Connexus Energy in the amount of $0. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to Connexus Energy for the 

electrical improvements related IP 10-23; East Meandering Commons Park in the amount 

of $0. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the pay request and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of October 2011. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 
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and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October, 2011. 

 

 

 

              

ATTEST:      Mayor 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Tim Himmer, Engineering/Public

Works

Information

Title:

Adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Adopting the Revised Final Assessment Roll for City Improvement Project #11-03,

2011 Street Maintenance Program.

Background:

City staff was contacted by a resident at 16600 Kangaroo Circle NW on October 17, 2011, requesting clarification

on their assessment.  The property owner resides on a street that was to receive a sealcoat application with the 2011

street maintenance program.  Kangaroo Circle is a small cul-de-sac on the north side of Armstrong Boulevard, that

was inadvertently omitted from the map that the contractor received to perform the work.  While they should have

been working off the map contained within the feasibility study, they were using a map that showed all the

proposed projects within the City for the 2011 construction season.  There were slight differences between these

maps due to project scopes that evolved since the map was first prepared back in February.

Observations:

Since the work was not performed, these three properties should be removed from the assessment roll prior to

submitting to Anoka County for certification.  We will include this roadway in a subsequent year's street

maintenance program.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends acceptance of the revised assessment roll for City Improvement project #11-03; 2011 street

maintenance program -  Oakridge Estates sealcoat.

Funding Source:

This revision would result in $675 less in assessment revenues.  Due to competitive construction bidding savings,

and coming in slightly under budget for this years program, this amount can be absorbed in the City's budgeted

contribution.

Council Action:

Motion to adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX approving the revised final assessment roll for City Improvement project

#11-03; 2011 street maintenance program - Oakridge Estates sealcoat.

Attachments

Resolution Amending Assessment Roll

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 10/20/2011 08:59 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/20/2011 09:42 AM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 10/18/2011 09:56 AM

Final Approval Date: 10/20/2011 
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Councilmember      introduced the following resolution and moved for 
its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

#11-03 (SEALCOAT AND CRACK FILL OF OAKRIDGE ESTATES, SECTION 17 

(UNPLATTED), ALPACA ESTATES 2
ND

, AND ALPACA ESTATES 3
RD

) 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to proper notice duly given as required by law, the Ramsey City 

Council met on October 11, 2011 and conducted a Public Hearing for the purpose of hearing any 
objections to the proposed special assessments for Improvement Project #11-03, which includes 
the crack sealing and sealcoating of:  

 

11-03 Oakridge Estates 163rd Ave. Llama St. / Ferret St. 

11-03 Oakridge Estates Ferret St. 
E P.C. Hedgehog St. & Ferret St. / 161st 
Ave. 

11-03 Oakridge Estates Hedgehog St. 163rd / E P.C. Ferret St. & Hedgehog St. 

11-03 Oakridge Estates Kangaroo Cir. Armstrong Blvd. / CDS 

11-03 Oakridge Estates Kangaroo St. 163rd Ave. / CDS 

11-03 Oakridge Estates Kangaroo St. C.R. 83 / CDS 

11-03 Section 17 (Unplatted) 161st Ave. C.R. 83 / Termini 

11-03 Section 17 (Unplatted) Llama St. 163rd Ave. / 161st Ave. 

    

11-03 Alpaca Estates 2nd 142nd Ave. E. EOP / Alpaca St. 

11-03 Alpaca Estates 2nd 142nd Ave. Alpaca St. / W. EOP 

11-03 Alpaca Estates 2nd Alpaca St.  142nd Ave. / N. EOP 

11-03 Alpaca Estates 3rd 142nd Ave.  Armstrong Blvd. / E. EOP 

11-03 Alpaca Estates 3rd 142nd Ave.  W. EOP / Armstrong Blvd. 

11-03 Alpaca Estates 3rd 144th Ave. W. EOP / Armstrong Blvd. 

11-03 Alpaca Estates 3rd Armstrong Blvd. 142nd Ave. / 144th Ave. 

11-03 Alpaca Estates 3rd Armstrong Blvd. 144th Ave. / N. EOP 

 
WHEREAS, because no objections were raised to the proposed assessments, the final 

assessment roll was adopted without revision; and 
 
WHEREAS, subsequent to the Public Hearing it was brought to the City’s attention that 

the sealcoat improvements for the properties abutting on Kangaroo Circle NW were 
inadvertently omitted; and 

WHEREAS, due to temperature constraints it is too late in the season to perform the 
sealcoat improvements in the 2011 construction season. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

1) Benefit for the public improvements was not received by the property owners abutting on 
Kangaroo Circle NW. 

 
2) That the  assessment roll adopted on October 11, 2011 for the above referenced public 

improvement project is hereby amended by deleting the following parcels: 
 

ANOKA COUNTY PID PROPERTY ADDRESS STATE ZIP CITY 

083225430005 16601 KANGAROO CIR MN 55303-3484 RAMSEY 

083225430003 16600 KANGAROO CIR MN 55303-3484 RAMSEY 

083225430004 16651 KANGAROO CIR MN 55303-3484 RAMSEY 

 
The motion of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember  
    and upon vote being taken thereon, the following in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 25th day of October 2011. 
 
 
              
        Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 

 

 

      
City Clerk 

 
 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 1.           

Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information

Title:

Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District

on the Property Located at 6701 Highway 10 NW; Case of Northern Light Church

Background:

The City has received an application for an Interim Use Permit (IUP) from Northern Light Church to allow for the

operation of a church facility in an area zoned H-1 Highway 10 Business District. The Subject Property is owned

by the City and is located within the Official Map Area for the Highway 10 corridor.  A four (4) year lease

agreement was approved by City Council on October 11, 2011 for the church to utilize space in a multi-tenant

building (generally known as the Youth First building) located at 6701 Hwy 10. The Applicant is requesting the

IUP for a term of four (4) years to coincide with the term of the lease. The Applicant will utilize the space for

weekly worship services, educational programs and community outreach programs.

This project was initially presented to City Council at a work session on September 27, 2011 regarding a potential

lease agreement and installation of a fire suppression system. At that time, based on the term of the lease and the

uncertainty of whether revenue generated from the lease could be used to pay for expenditures (ie the fire

suppression system), Council direction was to refund to the Applicant both the application fee and escrow deposit

related to the IUP. After further research determined that lease revenue could be used to cover the cost of the fire

suppression system, the lease agreement was presented to City Council again. However, based upon direction from

the September 27, 2011 work session discussion, Staff thought it would be best to hold back the IUP request until

action was taken on the lease agreement, which was approved on October 11, 2011.  

The proposal represents a change in use, which triggered the requirement for the installation of a fire suppression

system.  Due to the research and review necessary for that and finalizing terms of a lease agreement for this

proposal, the City, in accordance with Minnesota State 15.99, invoked a sixty (60) day extension to the sixty (60)

day time limit for reviewing and commenting on the IUP application.  Said extension gave the City until December

1, 2011 to make a decision on the IUP.

Notification:

In accordance with State statute, Staff attempted to notify property owners within 350 feet of the subject property of

the public hearing via Standard US Mail. The Public Hearing was also noticed in the Anoka County Union, the

City's official newsletter for public notices.

Observations:

As the City Council is aware, the Applicant is interested utilizing the western half of the building's office area

(roughly 4,900 square feet) for its operations. The building has roughly 10,000 square feet of office space (the other

roughly 5,000 square feet is being utilized by Youth First) plus cold storage space behind the office area. The

Applicant is proposing to utilize the area for worship space as well as for offices and educational and community

outreach programs. 

The primary activity on this site would be worship services, which would occur on weekends and would likely be

either Saturday evening or Sunday morning. Attendance is estimated to be about thirty (30) people initially with the

hope of growing to about fifty to seventy (50-70) members. Other offerings being contemplated by the Church

include an evening bible study group (likely around ten adults or so) and/or a vacation bible study (possibly around



20 kids and several adults). Any larger, planned activities would still be coordinated and held at their Anoka

location, which is designed to accommodate a much greater capacity then this site. 

The existing uses of the building include Youth First and cold storage. Youth First typically utilizes their portion of

the building only during the week (and occasionally on Saturdays) and the cold storage operation may have

customers throughout the week including weekends, but by appointment only. It should be noted that Northern

Light Church has partnered with Youth First on various activities in the past and there may be potential for more

joint offerings with this location. It doesn't appear that the proposed use would conflict with the existing uses on the

site and it appears to be compatible with the surrounding area.

The parking lot that serves the building has a total of twenty-six (26) striped parking stalls (this includes two

handicap spaces). There is the ability to potentially add an additional fourteen (14) stalls around the median within

the parking lot, which would provide a total of forty (40) parking spaces. Under City Code, places of assembly

require one parking space for every three seats. Based on the projected overall attendance (70 people), a total of

twenty-three (23) parking stalls would need to be provided. While there appears to be sufficient parking area, it may

still be beneficial to consider striping additional parking stalls along the median to clearly demark designated

parking areas.  A condition of the proposed IUP stipulates that parking must comply with Section 117-356 related to

off-street parking and that any off-street parking violation, including encroaching into the Highway 10 right-of-way,

would be cause to revisit the IUP to consider revocation.

Staff has received a floor plan from the Applicant outlining the seating area for confirmation of adequate parking. 

In the past, the City has received concern from one of the existing tenants regarding the location of off-street

parking in certain areas and conflicts with access to portions of the site. Staff believes this concern can be mitigated

with the above referenced striping and monitoring of the number of off-street parking spaces required.

The proposed church operation does represent a change in use (from business to place of assembly) and therefore,

per MN State Building Code Chapter 1306, a fire suppression system is required.  This requirement was addressed

through the lease negotiations and a fire suppression system will need to be installed and approved prior

to occupying the tenant space.

The request was forwarded to Mn/DOT for review and they stated that they have no comments/concerns regarding

this request. 

Recommendation:

The Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on September 8, 2011 and there were no written or verbal

comments concerning the request.  The Planning Commission recommends approving the request for the IUP.

Funding Source:

All costs associated with reviewing the application are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Council Action:

Motion to adopt findings of fact relating to Northern Light Church's request for an Interim Use Permit to allow for a

church operation in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District. 

-and-

Motion to adopt Resolution #________ approving the request for an Interim Use Permit and declaring the terms as

proposed.

Attachments

Site Location Map



Aerial View of Site Layout

Floor Plan for Northern Light Church

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Dated September 8, 2011

Proposed Findings of Fact

Proposed Interim Use Permit

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 10/19/2011 01:16 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/19/2011 04:41 PM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 10/14/2011 03:23 PM

Final Approval Date: 10/19/2011 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners, Dunaway, Van Scoy, Bauer, 
Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None.   
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Public Hearing – Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the 

Operation of a Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District; Case of 

Northern Light Church 
 

Public Hearing 
 
Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Presentation 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 
 

Citizen Input 
 
Discussion ensued regarding parking space requirements. 
 
Gary Ladyka, 16360 Zuni St. Andover, stated they are excited to be coming to Ramsey, there is 
not a Methodist church in Ramsey at this time. 
 
Lyndy Zabel, Associate Pastor, Anoka United Methodist Church, stated he will be the Pastor for 
the Ramsey church. 
 
Commissioner Dunaway asked the applicants if they have any concerns or questions regarding fire 
suppression requirements. 
 
Mr. Ladyka stated his discussions with Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman had 
been that bids were being received and the fees would be amortized over the term of the lease.  
Then it was discovered that additional fire suppression was needed as well as widening the water 
main and if these costs are all passed on to them it would be a deal breaker as they are not 
financially capable at this time.   
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated that bids are being received for the 
additional fire suppression and water main and he should have them next week.  He explained that 
fire suppression is needed in the attic and that requires widening the water main to move the 
water up to the attic.  The fire suppression would encompass 10,000 square feet. 
 
Fire Marshal Matt Kohner stated this ordinance as passed, is part of the Building Code.  What 
triggers the need for fire suppression is new construction, increase in square footage of an existing 
building or change of use.  This building is going from a business to an assembly and that triggers 
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the need for fire suppression.  In order to comply with the code, the minimum fire suppression 
needed would be the area the applicant would be using and the attic. 
Chairperson Levine stated that it would be cost effective for the City to do the whole 10,000 
square feet, and asked if that is why the water supply needs to be increased or would it need to be 
completed even if just the 5,000 square feet were done. 
 
Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated when the water goes up 20 feet; the 
pressure loses 10-15 psi.  If it was just in the ceiling the two inch line would be sufficient, going 
up into the attic a six inch line is needed.  His estimation would be that the line would extend from 
the main line about 270 feet to reach the attic.  He added that given the fact it would be covering 
the 10,000 square feet, the applicants would not pay for the whole cost. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the timeframe of Highway 10 reconstruction and how that would 
affect this building and the life of the new fire suppression system. 
 
Commissioner Bauer stated that this is a safety issue even if not required by law it would be the 
right thing to do for the safety of the people. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding condition number six of the permit concerning the responsibility of 
who is pay for the fire suppression. 
 
Mr. Ladyka stated they were agreeable with it being negotiated through the lease. 
 
The Commissioners discussed events other than worship services where there would be more than 
the anticipated 70 people and the additional parking that would be needed.  Mr. Ladyka stated 
that larger events would be held at their home church in Anoka where there is the space to handle 
the additional parking and people. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public hearing. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Field, Bauer, 
Brauer, Dunaway, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None   
 
Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m. 
 

Commission Business 
 
Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway to recommend that City 
Council adopt findings of fact favorable relating to Northern Light Church’s request for an 
Interim Use Permit to allow for a church operation in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Dunaway, Bauer, 
Field, Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 
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Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy to recommend that City 
Council approve the request for an Interim Use Permit and declaring the terms as proposed with 
the wording change in Condition #6 from arrange to negotiate. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Van Scoy, Bauer, 
Dunaway, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 
 

Case #2: Public Hearing – Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Exceed Sign Size 

Restrictions at 7545 Veterans Dr. NW (formerly Civic Center Drive); Case of 

PSD, LLC 

 

Public Hearing 
 
Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:52 p.m. 
 

Presentation 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 
 

Citizen Input 

 
Commission Brauer stated this is different from previous requests to exceed sign size as it is 
imperative that the people using this type of facility are able to find it and so it is important for the 
sign to be seen from as far away as possible. 
 
Commissioner Bauer stated he concurred as the clientele will be regionally based as opposed to 
locally based. 
 
Matt Kuker, PSD, LLC stated that their number one concern also was for the veterans to be able 
to see and find the facility.  He continued that Sandman Signs does all their signs and does very 
nice work.  The reverse hallowed light is more expensive, but will look nice on this building. 
 
Commissioner Field questioned how the applicant came up with the logo size. 
 
Mr. Kuker stated that it is the sign code that the VA internally adopted. 
 
Commissioner Field stated this deviates significantly from what has been approved in the past and 
the Commission needs to provide a factual basis to justify such an expansion.  He continued that 
he agrees with what was suggested before regarding the clientele, the patients need to visually 
spot it, also the VA has recommendations for their logo with regard to spacing and lettering size.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public hearing. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, Bauer, 
Brauer, Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  None.   



Councilmember _________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT #____ RELATING TO A 

REQUEST TO ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF A CHURCH IN THE H-1 

HIGHWAY 10 BUSINESS DISTRICT 

 

WHEREAS, Northern Light Church, hereinafter referred to as "Applicant", has properly 

applied to the City of Ramsey (the "City") for an interim use permit to operate a Church in the H-

1 Highway 10 Business District on the property located at 6701 Highway 10 legally described as 

follows: 

 

Lot 3, Block 1, Deal Industrial Park, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

(the "Subject Property") 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1. That the Applicant appeared before the Planning Commission for a public hearing pursuant 

to Section 117-52 of the Ramsey City Code on September 8, 2011, and that the public 

hearing was properly advertised and that the minutes of said public hearing are hereby 

incorporated by reference. 

 

2. That the Subject Property is zoned H-1 Highway 10 Business District; the adjacent parcels to 

the west and east are zoned H-1 Highway 10 Business District, the property to north is E-2 

Employment and is bounded by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad and the property 

to the south is on the south side of Hwy 10 and is B-2 Business District. 

 

3. That the H-1 Highway 10 Business District does not allow for churches as a permitted use. 

 

4. That the Applicant is proposing to utilize roughly 4,900 square feet of the building located at 

6701 Highway 10 NW for the purpose of a temporary Church facility.  

 

5. That the Applicant is requesting the Interim Use Permit for a term of forty-eight (48) months. 

 

6. That Section 117-52 of City Code allows for an Interim Use Permit to be granted for a 

maximum of five (5) years, unless otherwise extended by Council. 

 

7. That according to the Applicant, membership could grow from about thirty (30) people to 

seventy (70) people. 

 

8. That Section 117-356 of City Code states that for places of assembly, there shall be at least 

one (1) parking stall for every three (3) seats, resulting in a minimum of twenty-three (23) 

required parking stalls.  

 

9. That there are twenty-six (26) striped parking stalls on the site currently. 

 

10. That there is the potential to stripe fourteen (14) additional stalls around the median south of 

the building on the Subject Property. 
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11. That there are two (2) other existing uses on the property, Youth First Community of Promise 

and a cold storage operation. 

 

12. That Youth First only utilizes their portion of the building Monday through Thursday and 

occasionally on Saturdays and the cold storage operation is open for business by appointment 

only, including weekends. 

 

13. That the Applicant has stated that they will offer one (1) weekend service, either Saturday 

evening or Sunday morning and will potentially have a staff member on site during the week 

for administrative purposes. 

 

14. That the Applicant has stated that they are contemplating various educational and community 

outreach programs, such as a bible study group and a vacation bible study that, if 

implemented, would be offered on a weekday evening (bible study group) or for one full 

week (vacation bible study). 

 

15. That the Applicant has stated that they still intend to host larger, planned activities at their 

main location in Anoka, MN, which is designed to accommodate a much greater number of 

people than the Subject Property.  

 

16. That the proposed church operation represents a change in use from business to a place of 

assembly, which requires the installation of a fire suppression system per MN State Building 

Code Chapter 1306. 

 

17. That the City, in accordance with Minnesota State 15.99, invoked a sixty (60) day extension 

to the sixty (60) day time limit for reviewing and commenting on the interim use permit 

application granting the City until December 1, 2011 to take action on the request. 

 

18. That on October 11, 2011, the City approved a four (4) year lease agreement with the 

Applicant for use of tenant space on the Subject Property. 

 

19. That the proposed use will not adversely impact traffic in the area. 

 

20. That the proposed use will not be dangerous or detrimental to persons residing or working in 

the vicinity of the use or to the public welfare. 

 

21. That the proposed use will not substantially or adversely impair the use, enjoyment or market 

value of surrounding properties. 

 

22. That the proposed use will be operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 

appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and 

such use will not change the essential character of the area. 

 

23. That the proposed use will not create additional requirements at public cost for public 

facilities and services. 

 

24. That the proposed use will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community. 

 

25. That the proposed use will not be disturbing or hazardous to existing or future neighboring 

uses. 
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26. That the proposed use will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials and equipment 

and conditions of operation that may be detrimental to any persons, property or the general 

welfare, by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke or glare. 

 

27. That the proposed use will be in accordance with the objectives of the intent of Section 117-

52 (Interim Use Permits) of the City Code. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_____________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October, 2011. 

 

 

              

      Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

       

City Clerk 



Councilmember _________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-___ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF AN INTERIM USE PERMIT TO 

ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF A CHURCH IN THE H-1 HIGHWAY 10 

BUSINESS DISTRICT BASED ON FINDINGS OF FACT #____ AND DECLARING 

TERMS OF SAME. 

 

WHEREAS, Northern Light Church, hereinafter referred to as "Permittee", has properly 

applied to the City of Ramsey (the "City") for an interim use permit (the “Permit”) to operate a 

Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District on the property located at 6701 Highway 10 

NW and legally described as follows: 

 

Lot 3, Block 1, Deal Industrial Park, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

(the "Subject Property"); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission met on September 8, 2011, conducted a public 

hearing and recommended that the City Council approve the request for an interim use permit to 

operate a Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District;  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

This permit is issued pursuant to Section 117-52 of the Ramsey City Code.  The conditions of 

this Permit are as follows:  

 

1) The Permittee is herein allowed to operate a Church and Parish Offices on the Subject 

Property. 

 

2) This Permit shall allow worship services to be offered on Saturday evening and Sunday 

mornings (“Normal Operating Hours”). 

 

3) That should the Permittee develop educational and/or community outreach programming to 

be offered on the  Subject Property outside of Normal Operating Hours, this must be 

communicated, in writing, to the City for review to ensure it would not negatively impact 

traffic, parking or operations of the other uses on the Subject Property.  Should it appear to 

exceed available parking or conflict with existing uses on the Subject Property, the 

programming may need to be adjusted to eliminate potential conflicts. 

 

4) The Permittee shall be responsible for ensuring all off-street parking related to the Church 

operation is in accordance with Section 117-356.  Parking along Highway 10 shall be 

prohibited at all times.  Any off-street parking violation would be cause to revisit the Permit 

for potential revocation. 
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5) That should the Permittee’s membership grow such that it exceeds the available on-site 

parking spaces required under City Code Section 117-356 (one [1] space per every three [3] 

seats), the Permit will be revisited to explore alternative parking options and/or revocation. 

 

6) The Permittee shall provide two (2) weeks written notification to the other tenants of 6701 

Highway 10 NW, the tenant(s) of 6745 Highway 10 NW and the City whenever worship 

services may be scheduled outside of normal operating hours (such as for Ash Wednesday, 

Good Friday, Christmas Eve etc).  

 

7) The Permittee shall be responsible for installation of fire suppression as required by MN 

State Building Code Chapter 1306 and as negotiated through the lease by and between the 

City and the Permittee. 

 

8) This Permit shall commence on November 1, 2011 of same and shall expire on November 

11, 2015 (a term of forty-eight [48] months).   

 

9) This Permit is applicable only to the operation of a church and parish offices on the Subject 

Property.  The granting of this Permit does not allow for any other use that is prohibited in 

the H-1 Highway 10 Business District.  

 

10) This Permit shall become null and void in the event the use granted under this Permit 

permanently ceases prior to the expiration date or upon the expiration date, whichever occurs 

first.   

 

11) That all costs incurred by the City in administering and enforcing this Permit shall be the 

responsibility of the Permittee. 

 

12) That the City Administrator or his or her designee shall have the right to inspect the Subject 

Property for compliance and safety purposes at any time. 

 

13) That the failure of the City at any time to require performance by the Permittee of any 

provisions herein shall in no way affect the right of the City thereafter to enforce the same.  

Nor shall waiver by the City of any breach of any of the provisions hereof be taken or held to 

be a waiver of any succeeding breach of such provision or as a waiver of any provision itself. 

 

14) That if any provision of this Permit shall be declared void or unenforceable, the other 

provisions shall not be affected but shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

15) That this Permit shall not be considered modified, altered, changed or amended in any 

respect unless in writing and signed by the City and the Permittee. 

 

16) That if the Permittee or its successors or assigns violates any material term or condition of 

this Permit, it is grounds for suspension or revocation hereof consistent with applicable law. 

Specifically, but without limiting the foregoing, the City may amend, suspend, or revoke this 

Permit, consistent with applicable law, if the City Council reasonably determines that 

continued operation of the facility places the public health, safety or welfare or the 
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environment in jeopardy or creates a public nuisance due to odors, litter, debris or other 

nuisance factors. The change, alteration or amendment of any statute, regulation, ordinance or 

permit condition by any governmental authority other than the City, shall not excuse the 

Permitee from compliance with statutes, regulations, ordinances or Permit conditions in 

effect on the date of the original issuance of this Permit unless compliance is waived or 

excused by the City. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

__________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October, 2011. 

 

NORTHERN LIGHT CHURCH 

 

By:      

 

As:      

 

STATE OF ______________) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF    ) 

 

The foregoing was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, _____, before me, 

a Notary Public, personally appeared _____________________, the _____________________ 

of Northern Light Church, a to me known to be the person described in and who executed the 

foregoing instrument and acknowledged that they executed the same as their free act and deed. 

 

              

       Notary Public 
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CITY OF RAMSEY: 

 

 

By:________________________________  By:_______________________________ 

 Mayor       City Clerk 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 

 

On this ____ day of _______________, ______, before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared 

Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M. Thieling, to me personally known, who, being each by me duly 

sworn did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the 

Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is 

the corporate seal of said Municipal Corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed 

on behalf of said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council and said Bob Ramsey 

and JoAnn M. Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of said 

Municipal Corporation. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Notary Public 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 

The City of Ramsey     Randall, Dehn and Goodrich 

7550 Sunwood Drive NW    2140 Fourth Avenue 

Ramsey, MN 55303     Anoka, MN  55303 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 2.           

Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Approve Joint Fire Services Study Group

Background:

A meeting was held with the Cities of Nowthen, Oak Grove, St. Francis and Ramsey to discuss a possible joint fire

service between the cities.  The City of Bethel was also invited to the meeting; however, they were unable to attend. 

The meeting included a presentation by Fire Chief Kapler regarding the various existing joint fire services in the

Metro Area.  Mayor Ramsey and City Administrator Ulrich also represented Ramsey at that meeting.  There was a

consensus of the group to move ahead and recommend to their respective cities to appoint members to a formal

study group to continue the exploration process. 

The charge of the group would be to study the feasibility of developing a joint fire service organization that would

service multiple western Anoka County communities in a cost-effective manner.  The appointed members would be

analyzing the benefits of a joint fire service and potential barriers to implementation.  The study group would

provide a written report back to the participating communities on the findings of their study with a recommendation

on how to proceed, no later than April 1, 2012.

Staff has drafted a resolution for Council consideration that would establish a joint fire services study group.  The

resolution lists the objectives of such group as well as appoints members to represent the City of Ramsey. 

Recommendation:

Staff is recommending Council adopt the resolution establishing a joint fire services study group as well as name

representatives to be appointed to the group.

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

Motion to adopt Resolution #11-10-XXX Establishing a Joint Fire Services Study Group

Attachments

Resolution Fire Services Study Group

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/13/2011 03:51 PM

Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 10/13/2011 08:22 AM

Final Approval Date: 10/13/2011 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-10-XXX 

 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A JOINT FIRE SERVICES STUDY GROUP 

 

 WHEREAS, local governments have an obligation to the local taxpayers to provide 

basic City services in an efficient manner; and  

 

 WHEREAS, fire protection services are a common local service provided by the 

communities of western Anoka County; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the opportunity exists for several local communities to work cooperatively 

to provide the same or better service level at a reduced cost to taxpayers; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  it was the consensus following a joint fire service discussion with the 

Cities of Nowthen, Oak Grove, St. Francis and Ramsey, to appoint members to a formal study 

group to continue the exploration process of a possible joint fire service among the cities.   

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA; as follows: 

 

1) That the City of Ramsey hereby supports the establishment of a joint fire services study 

group to study the feasibility of developing a joint fire service organization that would 

service multiple western Anoka County communities in a cost-effective manner. 

 

2) That the aforementioned study group will be charged with the duty of analyzing the 

benefits of a joint fire service and potential barriers to implementation. 

 

3) That it is expected that the group would provide a written report back to the participating 

communities on the findings of said study with a recommendation on how to proceed, no 

later than April 1, 2012. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey hereby appoints ______________ as members of the joint fire 

services study group to work cooperatively with the appointment members from the 

Cities of ________________ to develop a joint fire service organization. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember  

 , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following were abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 



Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 25
th

 day of October 2011. 

 

              

       Bob Ramsey, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

Jo Ann M. Thieling, City Clerk 

 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 3.           

Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Discuss Mayor's Recommendations of Desirable Changes and Improvements

Background:

Earlier this evening at the Council Work Session, Mayor Ramsey brought forward recommendations for desirable

changes and improvements (pursuant to Ramsey Charter 2.6.2).  Section 2.6.2 is attached to this Case.  

Based upon discussion at the work session, these items are now on the regular Council agenda for formal action.

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

Based upon discussion at the Council Work Session earlier this evening.

Attachments

Section 2.6.2/Charter

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/20/2011 01:14 PM

Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 10/20/2011 11:36 AM

Final Approval Date: 10/20/2011 



Section 2.6 The Mayor’s Powers and Duties. 
 

2.6.1 The mayor shall preside at meetings of the council and shall have a vote as a 

member.  The mayor shall be recognized as the head of the city government for all 

ceremonial purposes, by the courts for serving civil process, and by the governor for 

purposes of martial law, but shall have no administrative duties. 

 

2.6.2 Consistent with the responsibility to accept considerable leadership over the 

general conduct of city affairs, the mayor shall study the operations of the city 

government and recommend desirable changes and improvements to the council.  The 

mayor shall also deliver messages to the council and the public, including a 

comprehensive message on the state of the city, as soon as practicable after the beginning 

of each year of his/her term of office. 

 

2.6.3 At the first meeting of each year the council shall choose an acting mayor from 

the councilmembers.  He/she shall perform the duties of mayor during the disability or 

absence of the mayor, or, in the case of vacancy in the office of mayor, until a successor 

has been appointed and qualifies. 

 

 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 4.           

Meeting Date: 10/25/2011  

By: Colleen Lasher, Administrative Services

Information

Title:

Discussion Regarding 2012 Union Contract Negotiations (Discussion Closed to the Public)

Background:

Per Minnesota Statutes 13D.03, staff is requesting that the City Council go into closed session to discuss a labor

negotiations strategy for the City’s three contracts. Staff will provide information at the meeting.  

 

This meeting is closed to members of the public.

Funding Source:

NA

Council Action:

Based upon discussion.

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 10/20/2011 01:15 PM

Form Started By: Colleen Lasher Started On: 10/20/2011 

Final Approval Date: 10/20/2011 
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