








Mr. Peter Bell, Chair
Metropolitan Council
Attention:  Regional Data Center
390 Robert St. N.
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re:	Comments regarding the Draft 2030 Transportation Policy Plan

Dear Chairman Bell:

Thank you for giving the City of Ramsey the opportunity to comment on the Draft Transportation Policy Plan (TPP). Whereas, we understand the state of the economy regarding transportation funding throughout the State of Minnesota, we have some significant concerns regarding the ability to continue the long-standing collaborative efforts if the language that is included in the Draft plan continues as written.
The City of Ramsey has proactively worked towards solving the region’s transportation issues along with Anoka County by adopting the vision that was provided to us by the Corridor Management Plan that was initiated by the Minnesota Department of Transportation in 2002. Whereas, I know that we are not the only corridor that is experiencing this issue, I think it extremely important that you realize just how dramatically these decisions will affect us.
Working with Anoka County, Metropolitan Council, and MNDOT, a decision was reached to officially map the Highway 10 Corridor throughout the City of Ramsey from the eastern city limits to Armstrong Boulevard.  As part of this process, we have hired consultants, spent considerable political capital, decreased tax base, relocated owners, exercised legal efforts and worked together to acquire 17 properties and collaboratively spent approximately $15 million to preserve right-of-way for the expansion of Highway 10.  Also, since this area was officially mapped, a moratorium was placed on new development and a cap was placed on improvements to properties all in an effort to contain future land costs.  This is a project that the City has been working on with the County and the State for almost 10 years to bring forward in compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Anoka County’s Comprehensive Plan and the Metropolitan Council’s policies and systems statements.  The decision to officially map the 54 businesses along Trunk Highway 10 represented a significant portion (almost 20%) of our commercial tax base. Since that time, even though we continue to support the Metropolitan Smart Growth and smart land use decisions and continue to provide significant resources towards progressing the transportation goals throughout the region, we have looked for ways to ease the burden on the remaining commercial and residential tax base. After reducing our levy by more than 10 percent (over $1 million) the last two years, we still receive complaints during our Truth in Taxation hearings that their commercial taxes have increased by approximately 50%! As you can see, this was a major land use decision that we urgently request your continued support.
As you're aware, the City of Ramsey won national awards on some of their land use plans.  You are also aware that because these plans aligned so consistently with the Met Council's visions for Smart Growth and the need for additional housing objectives within the region; the Met Council favored Ramsey with many grants to help spur this growth and concepts.  It included park and ride funding, CMAQ funding for parking structures and road infrastructure costs.  The City of Ramsey along with Anoka County and private development has resurrected a portion of the once failed project in efforts to continue to fulfill these long established visions.  To date the City, County and private development have continued to invest over $165 million just within the COR project and its infrastructure needs.  News of this proposed change of policy direction will devastate these investments and make the project substantially diminished in value and tax base.  It will also not allow us to complete some of the required regional roadway improvements to make this project and the region safe.
Chapter 4 references the importance and need to coordinate transportation and land use planning decisions so they are complementary.  By Metropolitan Council requirement, the City of Ramsey must accommodate a 20,189 increase in population by 2030, which equals a 53.5% increase in our existing population for the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  In order to effectively utilize land that is or will be served with City services, there must be at least three units per acre.  The City has gone above and beyond that requirement with the development of the town center area (COR project) adjacent to Highway 10.  We accepted a Smart Growth Opportunity site grant to assist in the planning for this site where densities can be up to 55 units an acre.  This area was specifically designed as a transit oriented development to take advantage of the NorthStar Commuter Line, Ramsey Star Express, and the proximity to Armstrong Boulevard., Ramsey Boulevard and Highway 10.  The idea was that the transportation investments would be integrated with land use and development to have a high level of accessibility for businesses and residents.  This seems to be the essence of this Chapter, yet because we are not on a freeway network, it will prohibit us from getting much needed improvements to the trunk highway system that would support this growth - the growth you mandated and helped support! 
It appears that the State wishes to support projects that integrate housing, offices, transit, retail, services, parks and open space.  This is exactly the type of development that the City of Ramsey and Anoka County have already invested approximately $14 million in transportation funding for local and regional roads to meet the daily needs of residents and businesses and connect walkable neighborhoods with City services, homes, and other amenities.   
Additionally, the City had taken all necessary steps to position itself for transit development.  As mentioned earlier, this includes intensifying population density along the transit corridor.  The town center area (COR project) has density of up to 55 units an acre with a variety of housing choices, including senior housing, small lot single family, apartments, and townhomes in a variety of prices.  The COR project was developed with structured parking in mind and specifically requires shared use parking agreements and has maximum parking standards.  This area is adjacent to many large employers (Connexus, VisonEase) and has several employment centers itself;  PACT Charter School, the City of Ramsey, Allina Clinic, NAU Insurance, Coborns, and Acapulco, to name a few. It will also be the future home to many more including the newly announced Veterans Administration Clinic and we are currently working with another K-12 school that will provide educational opportunities to ultimately over 1200 students and families.
The City’s goal to proactively plan for the integration of land use and transportation relies on transit. It is imperative and we ask you to consider changing the plan to include a transit station in Ramsey to utilize the many millions of dollars that have already been invested in the NorthStar rail and capitalize on a train that passes through our community every day. 
The highways section (Chapter 6) of the draft 2010 Transportation Policy Plan is most disappointing – it focuses primarily on the freeway network – not the Metro Highway System or Regional Highway System as mentioned in the text.  It severely limits the ability of local agencies to implement needed transportation improvements even if they are for safety concerns because an intersection is unsafe or for public safety concerns such as access to the southern part of the City that is separated by a railroad. Additionally it doesn't even allow for (common sense) creative approaches to find alternative funds and put them to use.  It seems to say only my projects and only with my money - even if there is a better idea.  Help us all if we can't work together to find new and creative approaches to raising much needed funding.

Strategy 11e Access Management refers to Appendix E.  Appendix E limits opportunities to provide an interchange – even if it is the appropriate improvement to make from a safety and operational viewpoint. While we agree that it is a good idea to implement flexible design standards and to identify lower-cost solutions, the actions described in the plan once again focus on the freeway system.  

As this region continues to grow there is a limit to what can be supported by local roads.  In addition to accommodating our growth, we must also somehow account for the traffic that comes through our community from the west and north which is outside of the Metropolitan Council boundaries.  
The desirable interchange spacing in the TPP is two miles.  The new policies associated with interchange development contradict the work that the City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Mn/DOT and the Metropolitan Council have been cooperating on for over eight years on the US 10 Corridor.  As mentioned earlier, the City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Mn/DOT and the Metropolitan Council have invested millions of dollars in planning for interchanges along US 10 in the City of Ramsey.  The interchanges identified for Sunfish Lake and Ramsey Boulevards are less than two miles apart on “A” minor arterials. All of these interchanges have a signed environmental documents and RALF funding has been used to secure right-of-way.  An additional study is currently underway for Armstrong Boulevard.  The new interchange policy described in Appendix E would halt all of these improvements.  The public has been involved throughout this process and businesses have been relocated as a result of the plans.  To go back now and undo all of the work that has been done would be shortsighted, would be upsetting to the public and to property owners along the corridor, and would waste millions of dollars of public investment. Please consider changing the policy to allow interchanges to be located on the already constructed A-minor system within the Metropolitan Urban Service Area.
As you can see, there are a number of issues with the current draft of the 2010 Transportation Policy Plan that must be addressed in order to truly deal with the regional transportation needs.  I respectfully submit my comments for your careful and thoughtful consideration as you move forward.  I look forward to hearing you response.


Sincerely,
CITY OF RAMSEY




Bob Ramsey						David Elvig 
Mayor 							Public Works Committee Chair
