
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

City Council Work Session

Tuesday August 9, 2011

 Immediately Following Personnel Committee

Lake Itasca Room 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Topics for Discussion
 

1. Consider Counter Offer for the Purchase of a Drainage and Utility Easement at 16259 Coquina Street NW

PORTIONS OF THIS DISCUSSION MAY BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
 

2. Consider Sanitary Sewer Options for the Property Located at 5220 156th Lane NW
 

3. Consider Application for MnDOT Cooperative Agreement Program Related to the Future Armstrong

Boulevard and TH 10 Interchange
 

4. Review The COR Design Guidelines
 

5. Discuss Extension vs. (Request for Proposals) RFP for General Legal Services
 

6. Review 2011 Happy Days Budget
 

3. Future Topics for Discussion - See Attached Calendar
 

4. Mayor/Council/Staff Input
 

1. Review Future Work Session Topics/Calendar
 

5. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

CC Work Session   2. 1.           

Meeting Date: 08/09/2011  

By: Tim Himmer, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Consider Counter Offer for the Purchase of a Drainage and Utility Easement at 16259 Coquina Street NW

PORTIONS OF THIS DISCUSSION MAY BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC

Background:

This matter was discussed in work session on July 26, 2011.  Council provided direction at that time, and staff has

presented the formal offer to the property owner.  They have reviewed the information and are requesting

consideration of a counter offer.  Additional information will be presented at the meeting.

Funding Source:

Funding for this acquisition would be from the City's Stormwater Utility Fund

Council Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

Location Map

Easement Sketch

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/04/2011 02:25 PM

Kurt Ulrich Amy Dietl 08/04/2011 02:31 PM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 08/04/2011 11:16 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/04/2011 



 

COQUINA STREET NW – 2011 STREET MAINTENANCE PROGRAM - DIVISION B (BITUMINOUS OVERLAY) 



 

EXISTING CONDITIONS    

PROPOSED CORRECTIONS   



   

CC Work Session   2. 2.           

Meeting Date: 08/09/2011  

By: Tim Himmer, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Consider Sanitary Sewer Options for the Property Located at 5220 156th Lane NW

Background:

The Woodland Green Subdivision, located east of TH 47 south of the Boy Scout Camp, was platted in 1973.  Lot 4,

Block 3 (5220 156th Lane NW) was platted with a 75 ft drainage and utility easement across the back of the lot.

 The owners of the lot applied for a building permit in 1988, and since the back of the proposed house was shown at

the platted easement line they applied to the City to vacate the north 50 feet of the easement (leaving a 25 ft

drainage and utility easement across the back of the lot).  The vacation was approved by resolution of the City

Council (see attached).

The Wildlife Sanctuary subdivision was platted on the west side of TH47 in 2002, with the stormwater from the

development discharging into the adjacent wetland.  An equalizer pipe was placed under TH47 and storm sewer

pipe was installed along 155th Lane and Barium Street in 2003, with the ultimate stormwater discharge to the

wetland adjacent to Woodland Green park located at the rear of 5220 156th Lane.  The Highlands at River Park

subdivision was platted in 2001 (located to the east of Woodland Green); which included a storm sewer pipe that

connected the Woodland Green park pond to an existing pipe west of Juniper Ridge Drive, and this existing pipe

discharges to the Rum River (see attached area overview map).

The property owners at 5220 156th Lane NW, Jason and Ruth Obermaier, contacted the City at the end of

June/beginning of July regarding standing water in their back yard; and specifically the potential impacts to their

septic drainfield in that location.  City staff visited the site to collect some survey data and verify elevations on the

downstream storm sewer system to ensure that the water was flowing properly.  Based on a septic system sketch in

the City's property records it appears that the drainfield is constructed entirely outside of the City's 25' drainage and

utility easement, and the water elevation at the time was approximately 3' - 5' outside of the drainage and utility

easement and potentially over one lateral of the drainfield (see attached lot detail sketch).

Observations:

This item was discussed at the Public Works Committee in July, and several options were discussed relative to the

downstream storm sewer system, and potential modifications for improved long term drainage to the Rum River;

including enlargement of ponds, lowering of existing storm sewer pipe, and installation of additional storm sewer

pipes.  The recommendation from that meeting was to address the immediate concern related to the septic system,

and evaluate options to correct this matter such that additional easements could be reacquired in this location.

Option 1

There is room to install a finger of the drainfield closer to the house; however current regulations require 3

feet of vertical separation between the invert of the drainfield pipe and saturated soils.  It is unlikely this

requirement could be met under the current condition, since the water table is approximately the same elevation as

the surface water and this area has been inundated on several occasions.

Option 2

The existing well that serves this property is located on the east side of the house, so a relocated drainfield would

need to be placed on the west side of the house to maintain proper separation.  The lot slopes from front to back and

there are mature trees that would need to be removed (along with considerable grading efforts), and a pump would

be required to lift the discharge from the existing septic tank to the drain field.  The property owner has stated they

are not interested in this option, as they want to preserve the existing conditions on their property (trees, swimming

pool, irrigation system, etc.).



Septic tank standards do allow for construction of a mound system over an existing drainfield, and this option was

evaluated for size and cost considerations. The mound system would need to be approximately 40' wide x 80 long x

5' high, and is estimated to cost $15,000 - $18,000.  Additional items that would also need to be completed with this

approach include; the installation of fill material and grading to raise the grades at the rear of the property (to

reduce water flow outside of the City easement in the future), restoration work (turf establishment and irrigation

revisions), and the vacation of additional easement because the 40' dimension on the mound width would extend

approximately another 10 feet in the remaining 25 foot easement retained by the City.  Due to the need for

additional easement vacation, and placing the new drainfield within the area adjacent to this further reduced

easement, staff is not supportive of this option.

Option 3

Staff evaluated the option for connected the property to the City's municipal sanitary sewer system; which includes

directional drilling of a force main to the existing septic tank on the property, pipe materials, restoration, a pump

and vault at the septic tank to lift the discharge to the city system (due to grade constraints), road work (bituminous

removal and patching), and connecting to an existing manhole.  This item is currently be estimated, and additional

information will be provided at the meeting. The property owner is also concerned with the service charge for this

connection (currently $67 per month).

Recommendation:

It appears as if the best option at this point is to consider connecting this property to the City's municipal sanitary

sewer system. Once better estimates are prepared we can discuss further at the meeting.  In an effort to expedite

this matter staff has placed a case on the regular Council agenda for later this evening and would like to receive

formal authorization to advance a resolution to this situation at that meeting.  Ultimately it would probably make

the most sense to have the property owner contract directly for this work so they can actively manage the contractor

of their choice.

Funding Source:

The funding source for these potential improvements would most likely be the City Stormwater Utility Fund.

Council Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

Easement Vacation Resolution

Overview Map

Lot Sketch

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/04/2011 02:24 PM

Kurt Ulrich Amy Dietl 08/04/2011 02:31 PM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 08/04/2011 11:07 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/04/2011 



CouncilmembcrBawdenintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88193WHIRISGlenandBrockHammerschmidtarethefeeownersofLots3and4Block3WoodlandmcnantiWItEREAStheCityhasaneasementfordrainagepurposesovertheSouth75feetofsaidLot4anfleSouth75feetoftheEast22feetofsaidLot3andWItEtEASMrBrockHammerschmidtisproposingtobuildahouseonsaidLot4whichabuttthenorthlineofthe75feetwidedrainageeasementandWHiREASMrBrockHammerschmidthasrequestedtheCitytovacatethenorth50feetofitsdrainageasementonsaidLot4toallowforslopingthefilltotheproposedelevationofthehouseWitfiREASMrGlenHammerschmidthasrequestedtheCitytovacatetheNorth50feetofitsdrainagecsmentonLot3toprovideaconsistentdrainageeasementoneachlotandWttEREAStheCityEngineerhasreviewedtherequesttovacatetheNorth50feetoftheeasementandfindsthatthevacationwillnotaffectthedrainageintheareaNOWTHEREFREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYkNOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThatthCityherebyvacatestheNorth50feetofdrainageeasementsoverLots3and4Block3WoodlandGreen2ThattheCityshallretaintheSouth25feetofthedrainageeasementsoverandacrossLots3and4llk3WcdlandGreen3ThatleandBrockHamtnerschmidtreimbursetheCityforailexpensesinvolvedinthevacaimofthedrainageeasementsThemotienfirthadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeLucaariduponotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofMyollcimannCoucihncnberBawdenCouncihneaberDeLucaCouncilincnberPearsonCotmcihvznherSortebergandthefollowirgvotedagainstthesameNollandthefolloibstainedPageIof2



andthcfoHowiogrvereabsentwhereupoaidcesolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheCityCouncilthis1lthdayofOctoberMayorResolution88193Page2of2



Counciremi wda intrcduced the following resolution and moved for its

ad opt i

RESOLUTION 88194

RESOLUTION RAIqNG FINAL PIAT APROVAL TO HYi0 RaMSEY 4TH ADDITION

L1Fiti Hc Norms D Holm and Mr Gilbert A Menkveld hereinafter

referrd dewioperr3 have properly applied for plat approval of the

folowJrg bed 9roperty located in the City of Ramsey

Block Hy10 Ramsey 3rd Addition Anoka County

which pri 5v L as tlyJ0 Ramsey 4th Addition hereinafter known as plat
and

EVPS the Rantsey Planning and Zoning Commission pursuant to

Chaptez 1 qx Ramsy City Code held a public hearing on the proposed
plat on A ad 8 1988 which hearing was duly published in the Citys
legal cvWi m writtmz notice of the hearing was given pursuant to law
and

WI73 tim Rarcy Planning and Zoning Commission at a special
meeting o A g 1988 recommended that the City Council grant preliminary
pla1 appvl the plat awd

WIER thc City Council reviewed the Planning and Zoning
Commissio ld lic hearig and meeting minutes which minutes are incorporated
as is fttli 5 i ioth herein and

7HbEi al a regul ar meeting on August 23 1988 the Ramsey City
Courci gindxcJJminary plat approval of the plat as recommended by the

Plannins v1 7ig Commission contingent upon the developers extending Ferret

Street I0 2 i ie northern boundary of the plat and limiting access to Lot 3

to Fcre ei I and

WHiA at a reguJar meeting on October 11 1988 the Ramsey City
Counc J gtl tai plat apprcval of the plat contingent upon the developers
conslructSFi 7 t treet NW as a culdesac with an easement dedicated for

the possSb luitre exIensSon of Ferret Street NW to the northern boundary of

the plat u a us io I ot 3 being limited to Ferret Street NW

NOW TItERIOLE i IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAMSEY ANOKA

COUNTY SATt OV NINNESOTA as follows

r t final approval of the plat of Hy10 Ramsey 4th Addition is

hereby rzfdcLigent upon the developers providing proof of marketable

Y t the developers execute a development agreement with the City
outJ J nJt5 f i d it i OhS for deye opment of Hy10 Ramsey 4th Addition



Themotioaialoptiooftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedby6ounciImerlecaanduponvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinandthefcvivoleagainstthesameandtheandLhellcitweeabaertlJ011CwherauprmnsouionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCounciiithelltbdayofOctober1988ATTESTCityAdmit



CounciJnetiderg introduced the following resolution and moved for its

adopl j oo

RESOLUTION 881

RESOLUTIOgq iiATING TO PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON S AP 19911202 FROM ANDRIE
STREET Nl T TRIIN HIGHWAY NOo 10 AND 159 IN THE CITY OF RAMSEY MINNESOTA

WPFtlq the City of Ramsey has planned the improvement of MSAS 12

153rd Ae iiom Andrj e Street NW to Trunk Highway No 10 and 169 and

Wfilpq lte City of Ramsey will be expending Municipal State Aid

fundt on lqvemeut of this street and

iEILI tltis improvement does not provide adequate width for parking
on both t JI Cf the stfeet Approval of the proposed construction as a

Municila r dd treet project must therefore be conditioned upon certain

WdEIEt4 the extent of these restrictions that would be a necessary

prerequsi i he approval of this construction as a Municipal State Aid

project J iir r i of Ramsey has been determined

NOW THEREFOlk B T RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAMSEY ANOKA

COUNTY B3AU OF MINNESOTA as follows

qti tle City cf Ramsey shall ban the parking of motor vehicles

on both sd ikqAt 12 153rd Avenue NW at all times

The motion adoptjm of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by
Councilmer den and upor vote being taken thereon the following voted in

favor tm

and the Icl voiu cl against the same

and the FI woo abserk

NOlle

whereupm i olutJon was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey
City Conc ti lh lltb day of October 1988

ayor

ATTEST

City Jdmi I



ColmciImcxortcbergintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88196RESIUIiRIERINIMPROVEMENTANDPREPARATIONOFPLANSANDSPErIICATINSIMPROVEMENTPROJECT8821153RDAVENUENWWIIIStheCityEngineerhaspreparedfightofwayplansfortheacquisitionof153rdAvNWbetweenAnMeStreetNWandHighway10andHighway169andWIIllESMnDOThasapprovedtherightofwayplansandWiIREASaresolutionoftheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedthellthdayofOtltx198IauthorizedtheCityAttorneytoacquirethefightofwayfor153rdAvenueNWNOWTIIItE1OREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMq4ANKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1Tlar4ucimprtvementisherebyorderedasproposedintheCouncilResolutionadoptedthiItilyofOctober19882TtmMItcr14RaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncisherebydesignatedasthzSmcrfirthisimprovementHeshallprepareplansandspecificationsforthemtkigofsuchimprovementThcmolixhtleadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberBawdcnamilonvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofantithctiltwhqvtcdagainstthesame



whcrcslmionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCouncilthisthclllhdtyMayorATTISTResolution88196Page2of2



thefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88197RISItTiAUTIIRIZINGACQUISITIONFORCERTAINSTREETANDYVIitISthcCityofRamseyproposestoconstructanimprovementprojectknownasImlrOzctcrlPrjct882lwhichprojectwillfacilitatetheconstructionofstreetsanddrainagefaiilccncntllyi4orthbrkand14ofNWI4ofSection19Township32Range25allinlhci5l1amstAnokaCountyMinnesotaandEillOqthcimprovementconsistsoftheconstructionofdrainagefacilitiesandanewsrcc11iwhichimprovementsarenecessaryinordertoprovideforthehealthwelfareandsafelyrtllllcilftoftheCilyofRamseyandAlti4iqcertainlandsarerequiredtoprovideperpetualeasementsforsaidthepropertyownersfromwhomeasementsarerequiredhavebeenParcelNwhetStreetUtilityDrainageEasementEasement1IlllcvIncObtained22610SF2ollIFrancisYWelte18130SF0SF3ttlos1Christian26430SF22225SFRalphBixtsalllrluslChristian415990SF0SFANilViIiiREAStheRamseyCityCouncilfindsthatitisinthepublicsinterestthatthcIrojccibcicclitedtothcextentallowablebylawandthatthereisaneedtoacquireuseoftheNWTlfIIEVREBIITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYFRAMSINOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollowslhtlittinprovcmcntsasdescribedhereinarepublicprojectsandthatthereallrol1ireasonablynecessaryandconvenienttothefurtheranceofsaidpublicprojectsamiitcIuisitimofinterestsintherealpropertyasdescribedhereinwillfurthertheimlicIlt1wdfrocsafetyandconvenienceoftheCityofRamsey2CityCouncilherebyauthorizestheCityEngineerMrPeterRRaatikkamtcrsonAssociatesInctoproceedtoacquirethefeetitleandeasementpropcrtyinaccordancewithMinnesotaStatutesandtheCityCharter3lhdilicilccslsinthcrealpropertyasdescribedabovecannotbeacquiredbydirectncittitshallbeacquiredbyeminentdomainandtheCityCouncilherebyrequeststhcitorcytofilethcnecessarypetitionthereforeandtoprosecutesuchactiontoa



conclusionoruntilitisabandoneddismissedorterminatedbytheCityorCourtpossessionoftherealpropertyasdescribedonattachedExhibitApriortobeingissuedbythecourtappointedcommissionerspursuanttotheQuickrltHizsfMinmsotaStatuteMSA117042lhcmrtimirIIaclltionoFtheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDelttcillii7ilvOIChcinglakcnthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandIhutlJxviJltlsaincdwhcrcullutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCouncilthistileIllhchtclcr198RMayorResolution88197Page2of2



CouncilmemlerDeLucaintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88198RESOLUTIONiOPTINGTHE1989OPERATIONALBUDGETNOWTHEHEFOIEBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAIViSEYAHCKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollowsIThattheannualbudgetoftheCityofRamseyforthefiscalyearbeginningJanuary1it89iherebyadoptedfortheGeneralFundandSpecialRevenueFundsasfollows1iGNERAIFUNDTaxesCurrentadvalorumAllotherLicensesandpermitsIntergovernmentalHornesteadcreditcurrentadvalorumAllotherChargesforservicesFinesandforfeitsInterestearningsMiscellaneous852112830001759702687674973895210030000700008100TotalRevenues2037438fxendituresGeneralGovernmentPublicSafetyStreetsandHighwaysCultureandRecreationConservationofNaturalResourcesExpenditureReserveGODebtServiceCapitalOutlay756643275921422563473O5942988638611019O695OTotalExpenditures2446303541100132235FinancingSourcesandUsesTransfersinTransfersoutTotalOtherFinancingSources408865



2022225IN1WOODSPECIALREVENUEFUNDVeFILIISInterestearningsMiscellaneousIxpendituresGeneralGovernmentFutureyearusesIiVERSBENDSPECIALREVENUEFUNDvenuesInterestearningsMiscellaneouspendiluresGeneralGovernmentFutureyearusesIAINCREMENTREVOLVINGFUNDcenuesTaxincrementFxiendituresFutureyearusesflPNGFEEFUNRevenuesInterestearningsMiscellaneousExendituresGeneralGovernmentFutureyearuses501000105080025O105010020002100160050021001550001550001200015000016200025000137000162000



2ThattheCilyAdministratorClerkbedirectedtocausetheappropriateaccountingriebemadeinthefinancialledgersoftheCityofRamseyThatthernotiorfortheadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberBawdenandtffonvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofMayorqeimannCouncilmemberDeLucaCouilmemberBawdenCouncilmenberSortebergCoucihncnberPearsonandthfollowinovotedagainstthesameNonandthefollowirtbstainedNcnandthefollwigwereabsentwhereupoaidresolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCouncilthisthe11thlayoOctober1988MayorATTESTCityAdminihatrClerk



CouncilmelrberfearsonintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88199RESOLUTIONAPPROVINGOFBILLSFORTHEFIRSTHALFOFOCTOBER1988WHIREStheCityofRamseyFinanceDepartmenthasreceivedcertainbillsforthefirsthalfotOtoer1988thatrequirepaymentandWIEREAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyisrequiredtoauthorizepaymentoftheattachedbiIIsNOWTItEREFREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOkACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThaitheityCouncilofRamseyherebyapprovesthepaymentofbillsforthefirsthalfofthmothofOctober1988intheamountofThemotionolileadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyOouncilmemberDeLucaanduorvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowinginfavorthereofMayorReimannCouncilmemberPearsonCunciimemberDeLucaCouncilmmberSorlebergCounciimcmberBawdenandthefollowirLqotedagainstthesameandthefollowigbstainedNonandthefollwilgwereabsentwhereuponiIrsolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseCityCouncilthisthe11tharfctober1988ATTESTMayor



Councihncn21crPcarsonintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88200RESLUIIONAPPROVINGPAYMENTOFBILLSFORTHESECONDHALFOFOCIObLR1988WIIEltEAStheCityofRamseyFinanceDepartmenthasreceivedcertainbillsforthesecondhafofctober1988thatrequirepaymentandWilRIStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyisrequiredtoauthorizepaymentofthcattachedbillsNOWTIIiREFREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThatthcCityCouncilofRamseyherebyapprovesthepaymentofbillsforthesecondhalfofthemomhofOctober1988intheamountof18293905ThcmotionforheadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeLucaandtqcnotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofMayotcimannCouttcilmonberPearsonCOLcilncnNrIeLucaCotmcihncinrBawdenCoucihncmrSonergandthcfollowigotedagainstthesameandtheollowhqabstainedNolluandthcfoliowinlvcreabsentwhereulosaMrcolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCouncilthisthe25thdayofOciober1988MayorArITEST



CouncilmcmbcrersonintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88201RESOIIJINESTABLISHINGEMPLOYEESTATUSvItlItlaSGregoryTalbotwaspromotedtofulltimeprobationarystatusasamaintenancevotcrinthePublicWorksDepartmentonMarch281988andhasreceivedaconfirmingreviewimmtheCityAdnfinislatortoendthesixmonthprobationaryperiodNOWTIIIEREFORI0BEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOKACUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1GcgcyalbetMaintenanceWorkerisherebyrecognizedasaregularfulltimeemployeeoftheCityofRamseyThemotiontrtheadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeLucamcltqmvtebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandthctoJlowingotcdagainstthesameNoIIcandthefolwmgbstainedNoneandthctbllvigwereabsentwhereuposaittcolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCouncilthisMayorATTESTCity



ComcilncmhrPearsonintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88202RESIUItOr4APPROVINGPARTIALPAYFORCBINACONINCIRIECT819ELEVATEDSTORAGETANKNO1WIREASheCityCounciloftheCityofRmseyapprovedthisprojectonApril141988andWIIEIEAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadopmdaresolutionawardingthebidtoCIIonIncfortheconstructionofelevatedStorageTankNo1andWIEIilCASCityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrcconmmmicdprialpaymenttoCBINaConcintheamountof2964000NOWTIIEIIEFOREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollowslThatthcCityCouncilherebyauthorizespartialpaymenttoCBINaConIncfortheccmtrutimofelevatedStorageTankNo1intheamountof29640002ThaflilyCouncilherebyauthorizestheMayororCityAdnisatortosignthereleaseformhrflispmtiedpayment3ThruthettalamountofthispartialpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingpymrmlcfbillsforthemonthofOctor19884ThaihCityofRamseyFinanceDepmentbeprovidasigncopyofthisresolutionThemotimFrIheadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeIucaandUonvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotNfavorthereofMayorRJmannCoumimcmtrPearsonimcihmtrBawdenCounitmtnlmrSoergandtholbllowbgvotedagainstthesameNIF3andthcFolhwitlstainedandthctolhwhgacreabsent
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CotmcitmcmlrlearsonintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88203RESOLUTIONAPPROVINGPARTIALPAYFORNORTHDALECONSTRIJTFIONCOINCPROJECT889FRONTSTREETNWWI1itEAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyapprovedthisprojectonJune281988andVtHrAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedaresolutionawardingthebidtoortltalconslructionCofortheimprovementstoFrontStreetNWandVIIRIASCityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrecommemlediurialpaymenttoNorthdaleConstructionCoIncintheamountof8891145NOWrFIEREFOREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1TiaahStyouncflherebyauthorizespartialpaymenttoNorthdaleConstructionCoIraforthimprovementstoFrontStreetNWintheamountof88911452ihailhityCouncilherebyituthorizestheMayororCityAdministratortosignthereleasefomtIrtispartialpayment3thctlalamountofthispartialpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingpaynctibillsforthemonthofOctober19884Thahlilt3oRamseyFinanceDepartmentbeprovidedasignedcopyofthisresolutionThemctitmiutheadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDcLucaadqcmvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandthcfblhwingvttedagainstthesameandthefolwJabstainedandthctollwilgwereabsent
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CouncilmendlcarsoninmxtucedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88204RESOLUiONAPPROVINGPARTIALPAYFORWBMILLERINCPROJETigli13RUMRIVERTERRACESITEIMPROVEMENTWltREStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyapprovedthisprojectinMarch1988andWIEIAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedaresolutionawardingthebidtoW1tMiIIrIncforthesiteimprovementstoRumRiverTerraceandWIRI4SCityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrecommenIcdpartialpaymenttoWBMillerIncintheamountof848065NOWTIIREIOREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThatflcityCouncilherebyauthorizespartialpaymenttoWBMillerIncforthesiteimpcvenenlstoRumRiverTerraceintheamountof8480652ThatthcCityCouncilherebyauthorizestheMayororCityAdministratortosignthereleaseformILrthispmtialpayment3thetmdamountofthispartialpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingpymclbillsforthemonthofOctober19884TImthcCityofRamseyFinanceDepartmentbeprovidedasignedcopyofthisresolutionThemoticmriteadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDelxcaandionvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandtheollwigvotedagainstthesameandthctblhwbL2alstainedandthclollwbwereabsentNllt



whcrctpmsaidresolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCouncilthisthe251hdaofOctober1988MayorATTESTCityAclninitracResolution88204Page2of2



CouncihrcmbcrfcarstmintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88205RESOLUTONAPPROVINGPARTIALPAYFORSTIGLICHCONSTRUCTIONIROJEI815ANOKASPORTSCENTERSITEIMPROVEMENTtheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyapprovedthisprojectonApril12988andWlilREAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedResolution8885awardingtebdtoStiglichConstructionforthesiteimprovementstoAnokaSportsCenterandWIIEREACityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrecomnmndedindpaymenttoStiglichConstructionintheamountof796237NOWrIIEREFOREBErrRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAIVIIOANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThaihCryCmncilherebyauthorizesfinalpaymenttoStiglichConstructionforthesiteimprovcnontsmtheAnokaSportsCenterintheamountof7962372ThatihtityCotncilherebyauthorizestheMayororCityAdministratortosignthereleaseloqnFrthispartialpayment3ThaihtotalamountofthisfinalpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingpaytacmrthemonthofOctober19884ThailhcCityofRamseyFinanceDepartmentbeprovidedasignedcopyofthisresolutionThemotion10ctheadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeLucamxttpovotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandIhtfolwJligvttodagainstthesameNOlleandthelolloviigubslainedNolluandthcflJlowhyoreabsent
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CotmcihrcrbrcarsoninlroduccdthefollowhgresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88206RESOLIJiIINAPPROVINGPARTIALPAYFORCOTTONWOODCONSTIJTIONINCPROJECT8817CENTRALPARKPARKCENTERWllilkkSthcCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyapprovedthisprojectonJuly131988mirWIflRkStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedResolution88116awardingthcbidioCottonwoodConstructionIncfortheconstructionoftheCentralParkParkCenterWIIEIFASCityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrecommendedpadalpaymenttoCottonwoodConstructionintheamountof5882746NOWTHIIIREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYFRAMSqANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows11ThaiihityCouncilherebyauthorizespartialpaymenttoCottonwoodConstructionforthImlCmterconstructionintheamountof58827462lmibcityCouncilherebyauthorizestheMayororCityAdministratortosignthereleaseforrictispartialpayment3TImiihtrtalamountofthispartialpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingImycntribillsforthemonthofOctober19884TImttcityoFRamseyFinanceDepartmentbeprovidedasignedcopyofthisresolutionThemotiontthcadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeLucaandnImvotebetngtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandthciokwiotdagainstthcsameandthcfollowillsainedNIiandthcfeilo9irgyoreabsent
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CouncihncmbcrPcarsotimroduccdthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88207RESOLOIIONAPPROVINGPARTIALCONSTRUCTONINCPROJECT8816HOUSEPAYFORCOTTONWOODCENTRALPARKWARMINGWIEREStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyapprovedthisprojectonJuly131988andWIIIEtEAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedaresolutionawardingthebidtoCotorwoodConstmctionincfortheconstructionoftheCentralParkWarmingHouseandWIIEIESCityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrecommemtcdpatialpaymenttoCottonwoodConstructionintheamountof2234096NOWTIIIdREFOREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSIYANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThatthciityCouncilherebyauthorizespartialpaymenttoCottonwoodConstructionforthcWarmigHouseConstructionintheamountof22340962ThatthcCtyCouncilherebyauthorizestheMayororCityAdministratortosignthereleaseihttiffspmiialpayment3ThatthtotalamountofthispartialpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingpaymmiobillsforthemonthofOctober19884ThathciiyofRamseyFinanceDepartmentbeprovidedasignedcopyofthisresolutionThemotionfmhadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeLucaarduponotcbeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofComilmcnberPearsonCourcihncnbcrDeLucaotmcilinctuberBawdenCotmcilmcnberSortebergandthcfbllowigvotedagainstlhesameNO11andthefollowingbstainedNoneandthefollowitgwereabsentNOlle
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Councihncmhcr1arsonintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88208RESIITNAPPROVINGPARTIALPAYFORKILLMERELECTRICPROJECI8728CENTRALPARKHOCKEYRINKANDTEMPORARYWARMINCHYIJSEELECTRICALLIGHTINGgEiIIFSleCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyapprovedthisprojectonNovember101987aiulVHERiStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedResolution885awardingthebidtoKillmerElectricfortheelectricalworkandCentralParkhockeyrinksandtemporarywannirghouseandtaIIEIEASCityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrecommendcliimdpaymenttoKillmerElectricintheamountof111180NOWTIIEREFREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1Thatthc5tyCouncilherebyauthorizespartialpaymenttoKillmerElectricfortheelectricalworkatCntralParkHockeyRinksandTemporaryWarmingHouseintheamountof11II2Thatlinc5tyCouncilherebyauthorizestheMayororCityAdministratortosignthereleaseforthisfintipayment3lhahctotalamountofthisfinalpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingpaymnlobillsforthemonthofOctober19884ThatticCrtyofRamseyFinanceDepartmentbeprovidedasignedcopyofthisresolutionThemotionforthcadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDcLucaamtvponotcbeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandthefoliowirhvotedagfinstthesameandthcfollowirbstainedNolltandthefollowinlwereabsentNolc
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CouncilmcmbcrPearsonintroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88209RESLIJTINAlPROVINGPARTIALPAYFORWBMILLERINCPROJECT88r14IMPROVEMENTSTORIVERSBENDPARKWillERlbdtheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyapprovedthisprojectonMarch1988andVqlIERFAStheCityCounciloftheCityofRamseyadoptedResolution88105awardingthebitltWElMillerIncfortheimprovementstoRiversBendParkandWIIIiESCityEngineerPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncrecommendedpariialpaymenttoWBMillerIncintheamountof772160NOWTIIEREIOREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFRAMSEYANOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollowslThaihityCouncilherebyauthorizespartialpaymenttoWBMillerIncfortheimprovcmmtstoRiversBendParkintheamountof7721602ThattimCityCouncilherebyauthorizestheMayororCityAdminisuatortosignthereleaseforthispuiflpayment3TbahctrtalamountofthisfinalpaymentisnotincludedintheresolutionapprovingpaymntoillsforthemonthofOctober19884ThattileCiryofRamseyFinanceDepartmentbeprovidedasignedcopyofthisresolutionThemotionfortadoptionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberDeLucaandulnotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofMayoRcimannCotmcihncmberPearsonCotciIncabcrDeLucaCoucilmemberBawdenCottihncmlyrSortebergandthcfollowingotcdagainstthcsameantithefollowitgabstainedandthefolloaihlwereabsentNoir
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Councilmemim Sorteberg introduced the following resolution and moved

for it aclqtion

RESOLUTION 88210

NHIREAS Mr Mel Boser hereinafter referred to as applicant
has appliet For plat approval of the minor subdivision of the following
described property located in the City of Ramsey

llle South Half of the Northwest Quarter of the
Northeast Quarter of Section 9 Township 32 Range
25 Anoka County Minnesota

AND WHEREAS the above described property is to be known as

Ramsey Ridge hereinafter referred to as plat and

WHEREAS City Staff and

have revwe the proposed plat
Ramsey Ci Ly Cde

the Planning and Zoning Commission

pursuant to Chapter 1700317 of the

NOW THJREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAISEY
ANOKA COIIN1Y STATE OF MINNESOTA as follows

I That final approval of Ramsey Ridge is granted contingent
upon

a Mr Boser providing proof of marketable title for the

property to the City

b Mr Boser entering into a development agreement with
the City

c Mr Boser providing a 66 foot wide easement between Lots
1 and 2 and a 66 foot wide easement starting at the
center of the lot line dividing Lots 1 and 2 and extend

ing north to the plat boundary

d Mr Boser including easements for future street extensions
to the north in the plat

The motim Fo the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded

by Councilmemler DeLuca and upon vote being taken thereon the following
voted in avo thereof

Mayor Reimann
Counci member Sorteberg
Counci member DeLuca

Counci member Pearson

Counc i member Bawden

and the o1 wing voted against the same

NOFle

and the Foliving abstained

NOlle



andlhfowingwereabsentNcnewhereuponairesolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCunciihisthe25thdayofOctober1988ATTEST



introducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88211RESIIJFINIIECEIVINGBIDSANDAWARDINGCONTRACTFORCINIRAIIAINPARKJNIERWELLPROJECT8816WlilIASlmsuanttoasolicitationforbidsfortheconstructionofawellatCentralPakParkemProject8816bidswerereceivedopenedandtabulatedaccordingtolawandthcfollowigbwerereceivedAmountofBidiiiRenncrSonsIncthStarDrillingInc7267509865OOappearsthatEHRennerSonsIncofElkRiverMinnesotaisNOWTIIIIIIFREBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFIAMSI5rNOKACOUNTYSTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThiithYiayorandCityAdministratorClerkareherebyauthorizedanddirectedtoenterintc1rclwithEttRennetsonsIncofElkRiverMinnesotainthenameoftheCiiyIiRr4cyfortheconstructionofawellfortheCentralParkParkCenteraccordingtothcplum4miSlmcificationsthereforeapprovedbytheRamseyCityCouncilandonfileinthctiiccthcCilyAdministrator2ttyAdnfinistratorisherebyauthorizedanddirectedtoreturnforthwithtoalldcpsitsmadewiththeirbidsexceptthatthedepositsofthesuccessfulbidderlowestbiddershallberetaineduntilacontracthasbeensignedThemoti1I1adoptionofthcforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberBawdenantiutlvotebeingtakenthereonthefollowingvotedinfavorthereofandlboolovixtlcdagainstlhesameandthcIllwiitaicdandthcolxivcreabsent
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CouncilmcmNr Sortcbcrg introduced the following resolution and moved for it adoption

RESOLUTION 88212

RESOLUTION RECEIVING BIDS AND AWARDING CONTRACT FOR
PARKING OT LIGHTING FOR CITY HALL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 88

24

WHEREAS pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the improvement of parking lot

lighting for city hall Project 8824 bids were received opened and tabulated according to law
and the follmvitg bids were received complying with the advertisement

Bitldx Amoont of Bid

Elecrkal Systems of Anoka Inc
EkctricaServices Co
Kithncr Electric Co

Ridgetie EleclMc

2269500
2494300
2537500
2980000

AND WHEREAS it appears that Electrical Systems of Anoka Minnesota is the lowest

responsible bidder

NOW THERIFRE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF gAMSEY ANOKA COUNTY STATE OF MINNESOTA as follows

That the Mayor and City AdministratorClerk are hereby authorized and directed to enter

into a contract with Electrical Systems of Anoka Minnesota in the name of the City of

Ramstzy fbr the improvement of parking lot lighting Project8824 according to the plans
and specifications therefore approved by the Ramsey City Council and on file in the office
ofihe City AdministratorClerk

2 The City AdministratorClerk is hereby authorized and directed to return forthwith to all
bidders thc deposits made with their bids except that the deposits of the successful bidder
and cx lowest bidder shall be retained until a contract has been signed

The motion fir th adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember
DeLuca and pcm vote being taken thereon the following voted in favor thereof

Mayo cJmann
Counc ilmember Sorteberg
Comcilmember DeLuca
Comciimetnber Pearson
Coun c ih ne n ber Bawden

and the followipg voted against the same

NOB

and the followip g t bstained

Notc



andthefolowmtvereabsentwhereuposaIdrcolutionwasdeclareddulypassedandadoptedbytheRamseyCityCouncilthisthe25thdayfOtober1988MayorATTESffCitydmmisatorRESOLUTION88212Page2of2



CouncilmcmberScriclxlgimroducedthefollowingresolutionandmovedforitsadoptionRESOLUTION88213RESOIUTiNRIIIVINGREPORTANDCALLINGHEARINGONSTREETIMPROVEMENICWACDRIVEANDWACOSTREETWIIERIpuJsuanttoaresolutionoftheRamseyCityCounciladoptedJuly121988areporthasbeenpreparedbyMrPeteRaatikkaofHakansonAndersonAssociatesIncwithreferencetothetmviasurfacing5niprovcnentofthefollowingstreetsaWacoIivcrWbetweenWacoStNWandBumsTownshipbWacotiiqWbetween179thLaneNWandBumsTownshipWtlEffASibcmiortwasreceivedbytheRamseyCityCouncilonOctober251988whichreportindicalesIhtEstimatiTtistoFProjectEslimalcdFttsessmentperunitindividualirrpertycostEstimatedAmumlAssessmentpetunit407300037027357689NOWTIIEREFORIBEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILCITYOFRAMSEYANOKACUNINTATEOFMINNESOTAasfollows1ThattheRamscyCityCouncilwillconsiderthetarviasurfacingimprovementofsuchstreetsinaccordancewiththcreportandtheassessmentofabuttingpropertyforalloraportionofthecostoftheimprovemntpursuanttotheRamseyCityCharteratanestimatedtotalcostoftheimprovementof4073112Thatapblichearingshallbeheldonsuchproposedimprovementonthe29thdayofNovember1988intixundlChambersoftheRamseyMunicipalCenterat730pmandtheCityAdminisuathallgivemailedandpublishednoticeofsuchhearingandimprovementasrequiredbylawThemotionforthcathitionoftheforegoingresolutionwasdulysecondedbyCouncilmemberBawdenanduponvotettzittttkthcrctnthcfollowingvotedinfavorthereofandthefollowinlrlgainstthcsameNoneandthefollowimalrqictNolle
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CC Work Session   2. 3.           

Meeting Date: 08/09/2011  

By: Tim Himmer, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Consider Application for MnDOT Cooperative Agreement Program Related to the Future Armstrong Boulevard

and TH 10 Interchange

Background:

The TH 10 and Armstrong Boulevard interchange project continues to advance through the environmental

assessment process.  The proposed frontage road system along the south side of TH 10 includes an extension of

Riverdale Drive to Traprock Street (see attached alignment).  MnDOT offers a cooperative agreement program,

which could fund a portion of this frontage road work if it provides a benefit to their trunk highway system.  This

program was identified as a potential funding source for a portion of the larger project.

We will be scheduling a meeting with MnDOT staff to discuss our anticipated request under this program, and

evaluate the frontage road project in relation to the larger scope of improvements being contemplated in this area. 

Staff wants to discuss this matter with Council; to outline our proposal and address any concerns related to

potential roadway reconfigurations and/or access revisions along TH 10.

Observations:

A City resolution requesting funding under this program is required so, if directed by Council to proceed with an

application, an item will be placed on the August 23rd consent agenda.

Funding Source:

There is no funding request associated with this case but depending on the results of the meeting with MnDOT,

staff may request funding in the future to compile and complete the application materials.  Once we have an idea of

whether MnDOT would be supportive of our potential application we can evaluate what additional work would be

necessary to complete the application and come back to Council for consideration of funding (if necessary).

Council Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

MnDOT Agreement Solicitation

Interchange Alignment Plan

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/04/2011 02:25 PM

Kurt Ulrich Amy Dietl 08/04/2011 02:31 PM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 08/04/2011 11:26 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/04/2011 



An equal opportunity employer 
 

Minnesota Department of Transportation 
 
Metro District, State Aid Office  Phone:   651/234-7768 
1500 West County Road B-2   Fax: 651/234-7765 
Roseville, MN  55113  
 
 

April 28, 2011 
 
To: METRO DISTRICT COUNTIES and CITIES 
 
Subject: Mn/DOT Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 (7/1/12 - 6/30/13) 
Metro Municipal Agreement Program - Solicitation of Projects 
 
The Metro District will be accepting candidate projects for the FY 2013 Municipal Agreement 
Program in July 2011.  The proposed budget for FY 2013 is 4 million dollars.  The maximum award 
available for any individual project is $650,000 for construction plus 8% for construction engineering 
and inspection for a total of $702,000.  This solicitation letter is also posted on the Metro State Aid 
website at: www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/stateaid/2013prog.html  
 
The Municipal Agreement Program provides funding to construction projects that are developed and 
administered by local agencies and provide a benefit to both the local community and the trunk 
highway system.  These funds are intended to pay for a portion of the construction costs of the project.  
Right of Way, Utility Relocation, Preliminary Design (including social, environmental and economic 
impact evaluation) and Final Design costs are not eligible for funding.  Metro District's participation in 
the projects is based on eligibility as determined in Mn/DOT's Cost Participation Policy.  This policy 
can be viewed at the following web address: 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/ProjDeliv/agreements/information/ds11.pdf  
 
The selection process/priority of projects has been updated in order to more closely align with 

the Metro District's Transportation System Plan (TSP) and Highway Investment Plan (HIP).  

The goal is to have a program that is balanced across all investment categories and not follow an 

investment hierarchy.  This is addressed in more detail in the Municipal Agreement Program, 

Planning and Programming Guide, which is posted on the Metro State Aid web site at the 

following address:  http://www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/stateaid/cooperat.html                
 

The Municipal Agreement Program utilizes the following four Investment Categories:  Maintain 

Existing Infrastructure (Preservation), Improve Safety, Improve Mobility, Support Community 

Development 
 
When preparing your submittal cover letter please address these categories in describing the benefits 
of the project.  Additional information on these categories is contained in the updated documents 
referenced earlier.   
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An equal opportunity employer 
 

 
A great deal of planning must occur to ensure that the proposed projects are developed into designs 
that meet the needs and requirements of all involved parties.  Preliminary discussions with the 
appropriate Mn/DOT Area Manager and/or Area Engineer and Cooperative Agreements Engineer are 
an essential part of this planning.  For the proposed planning timeline see the April 2011 version of the 
Municipal Agreement Program, Planning and Programming Guide.  It is posted on the Metro State Aid 
website, Municipal Agreement page: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/stateaid/cooperat.html  
 
Project proposals need to be submitted by July 29, 2011 to be considered for the FY 2013 program.  
Proposals are routed internally at Mn/DOT for comment and then returned to submitting agencies for 
modification as applicable prior to selection.  It is anticipated that the actual project selection will 
occur in November of 2011 with the funds becoming available July 1, 2012. 
 
The following items need to be included in the submittal package, please submit 10 copies of each 

item and either provide an electronic version of the package or a link to an electronic version.  
Portable Document Format (PDF) is preferred.  This number of copies and the electronic version 
allows a quicker review by Mn/DOT functional areas allowing more time for the submitting agency to 
prepare its final submittal. 
 
1. Request letter from the local agency describing the project and requesting funding from the 
Municipal Agreement Program.  Included in this cover letter should be the requested amount of 
Mn/DOT funding as well as the trunk highway and local roadway benefit(s).[Attached to this cover 
letter should be any supporting documentation (studies, reports, Intersection Control Evaluations 
(ICE), etc)]  
   
2. A geometric layout of the proposed project.  This should be as detailed and complete as possible 
so that a clear picture of the proposed project and benefits are shown.  A Mn/DOT “staff approved” 
layout may be required later as part of the project development depending on the type and complexity 
of project.  Work types that require a Level 1 layout require a preliminary layout in Mn/DOT format.  
Layout criteria can be found at http://dotapp7.dot.state.mn.us/edms/download?docId=636152 .  
Consideration should be given to starting the layout development and approval process prior to project 
selection due to the time required for review and approval.    
 
3. Cost estimate.  This should include the total project cost, the contribution from any partners and 
the amount requested from the Municipal Agreement Program. 
 
4. A signed Local Agency Resolution stating that the local agency is requesting funding from 
Mn/DOT through the Municipal Agreement Program and if funding is provided, the local agency will 
complete the project.  This document must include the appropriate signatures, seals etc. 
 
5. A “one page summary” of the project listing reasons for the project, benefits and proposed 
costs.  Include whether there is an opportunity to advance the work and/or leverage local and/or 
private funding as applicable.  This document will be used as a quick reference during the actual 
selection process. 
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6. Additional Materials such as: 

a. Traffic Study (as applicable) 
b. Approved Intersection Control Evaluation (ICE) (if all way stop, signal or roundabout is 

proposed) 
c. Environmental studies or documentation available such as the following:  

i. Contaminated Properties/Regulated Waste Screening Checklist 
ii. Phase 1 and/or 2 Environmental Site Assessment 

iii. Clearance Letters from pertinent Regulatory Agencies  
iv. Project Memo, EA, EIS, etc. as applicable or available at time of submittal 

d. Compliance with Metropolitan Council Transportation Policy Plan (TPP), Mn/DOT/Metro 
Highway Investment Plan (HIP), Local Comprehensive Plans as applicable and how the 
proposal supports community development. 

 
Please submit all application packages to me no later than July 29, 2011. For questions regarding 
the Municipal Agreement Program, please contact me at 651-234-7768. 
 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gregory Kern, P.E.    
Cooperative Agreements Engineer (Acting)  
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8110 HIGHWAY 10 NW

CHAD L & ERIC P LUNDQUIST 

8390 RIVERDALE DR NW

BONNIE SANTARSIERO 
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14622 FERRET ST NW

KRH LAND LLC

14650 FERRET ST NW

KRH LAND LLC

14700 ARMSTRONG BLVD NW

ARNIE R BILLMARK

8050 147TH AVE NW

JAMES M STANTON 

8020 147TH AVE NW

NDS PROPERTIES LLC

8070 RIVERDALE DR NW

KASHI ASSOCIATES LLC

8070 RIVERDALE DR NW

KASHI ASSOCIATES LLC
8100 RIVERDALE DR NW

KASHI ASSOCIATES LLC

8150 RIVERDALE DR NW

KASHI ASSOCIATES LLC

8170 RIVERDALE DR NW

KASHI ASSOCIATES LLC

BURLINGTON NORTHERN SANTA FE
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7333 SUNWOOD DR NW

NAU HOLDING COMPANY LLC 

NO ASSIGNED ADDRESS

ANOKA COUNTY

NO ASSIGNED ADDRESS

 ANOKA COUNTY 

NO ASSIGNED ADDRESS

 BONNIE SANTARSIERO

NO ASSIGNED ADDRESS

 BONNIE SANTARSIERO

NO ASSIGNED ADDRESS

 BONNIE SANTARSIERO

8175 RIVERDALE DR NW

NORTHERN GAUL PROPERTIES INC

8151 RIVERDALE DR NW

NORTHERN GAUL PROPERTIES INC 

8101 RIVERDALE DR NW

NORTHERN GAUL PROPERTIES INC 

8075 RIVERDALE DR NW

RAMSEY-ARBOR PROPERTIES LLC 

8035 RIVERDALE DR NW

RAMSEY-ARBOR PROPERTIES LLC 

8000 HIGHWAY 10 NW

PREMIER ARMSTRONG LLC

7955 RIVERDALE DR NW

TIRAED LLC

7945 RIVERDALE DR NW

PEARSON INVESTMENTS LLC 

14322 ALPACA ST NW

LAWRENCE S LUND 

14401 ARMSTRONG BLVD NW

LISA M PEDERSON 

14443 ARMSTRONG BLVD NW #101, #102, #103

ARMSTRONG BUILDING LLC

7103 HIGHWAY 10 NW

PEARSON INVESTMENTS LLC

7820 RIVERDALE DR NW

7850 RIVERDALE DR NW

RIVERVIEW BUILDING LLC

7815 RIVERDALE DR NW

COLONIAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LLC

PARENT PROFESSIONAL PROPERTIES LLC

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

 HOPE FELLOWSHIP OF RAMSEY INC

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

ANOKA COUNTY 7550 HWY 10 NW

ZIONS FIRST NATIONAL BANK

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY 

 

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

ANOKA COUNTY

7435 HIGHWAY 10 NW

THOMAS C & MARILYN G TIDRICK

7443 HIGHWAY 10 NW

 CITY OF RAMSEY

7575 HIGHWAY 10 NW

MAJESTIC HOLDINGS LLC

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

 CITY OF RAMSEY

7665 HIGHWAY 10 NW

 CITY OF RAMSEY

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

 TODD N BIALON 

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

 TODD N BIALON 

7751 HIGHWAY 10 NW 

TODD N BIALON

14341 RHINESTONE ST NW

ANOKA COUNTY 
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NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

ANCHORS AWAY INC

 PSD LLC

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

 PSD LLC

7533 SUNWOOD DR NW

RAMSEY PROFESSIONAL CENTER LLC

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY HRA

 

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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CITY OF RAMSEY HRA

 

7401 RAMSEY PKWY E

 CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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 CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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 CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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 CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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 CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

DON FALLS & SIDNEY NYHUSMOEN

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

JAMES P & RITA R AMBLE

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITIZENS STATE BANK
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CITIZENS STATE BANK
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CITIZENS STATE BANK
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14590 ARMSTRONG BLVD NW

M & W HOLDING COMPANY LLC

8019 146TH AVE NW

USCO CORP

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

 NATIONAL GROWTH LLC

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

 NATIONAL GROWTH LLC

14816 ARMSTRONG BLVD NW

AP DEVELOPMENT CORP

CITY OF RAMSEY 

 

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITIZENS STATE BANK

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

RANDALL L & PATTY A BOUSHEK 

 

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY HRA

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY HRA

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY HRA

CITY OF RAMSEY 

7912 SUNWOOD DR NW

SOPHIA-RAMSEY LLC

7900 SUNWOOD DR NW

SOPHIA-RAMSEY LLC
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CITY OF RAMSEY HRA

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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CITY OF RAMSEY HRA

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

CITY OF RAMSEY
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 CITY OF RAMSEY HRA
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1
4
5
1
5
 E
 T

O
W

N
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 D

R
 N

W

C
IT

Y
 O

F
 R

A
M

S
E

Y

N
O
 A

D
D

R
E

S
S
 A

S
S
IG

N
E

D

H
O

M
E

S
 A

T
 M

IN
N

E
S

O
T

A
 L

L
C

K
 H

O
V

N
A

N
IA

N
 T
 &
 C
 

14594 TRAPROCK ST NW

HOM
ES AT M

INNESOTA LLC

K HOVNANIAN T & C

14636 TRAPRO
CK ST NW

HO
M

ES AT M
INNESO

TA LLC

K HO
VNANIAN T & C

NO ADDRESS ASSIGNED

HOMES AT MINNESOTA LLC

K HOVNANIAN T & C

 

7456 145TH LN NW

HOMES AT MINNESOTA LLC

K HOVNANIAN T & C

7438 145TH LN NW

HOMES AT MINNESOTA LLC

K HOVNANIAN T & C

14610 RHINESTO
NE ST NW
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14608 RHINESTO
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HOMES AT MINNESOTA LLC

K HOVNANIAN T & C
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HOMES AT MINNESOTA LLC

K HOVNANIAN T & C

7475 E RAMSEY PKWY

HOMES AT MINNESOTA LLC

K HOVNANIAN T & C

8049 146TH AVE NW

PETER CHALICH

 

8100 146TH AVE NW

PETER CHALICH
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CC Work Session   2. 4.           

Meeting Date: 08/09/2011  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Title:

Review The COR Design Guidelines

Background:

As the City embarks on an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan, including the new Development Plan for The

COR, as well as an update to the Zoning Code related to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, Staff would like to discuss

if there is any desire to include revisions to the Design Guidelines for The COR.  Based on feedback received over

time, staff would like to discuss specifically design guidelines as it relates to the residential portions of the

development.  These areas are indicated as COR 4 (identified as TC 4 in the Design Guidelines).  The current

Design Guidelines are attached to this report.  

Notification:

Notification not required at this time.  If changes are desired to the Design Guidelines, Staff recommends outreach

to existing and potential developers in the area.

Observations:

When the  Ramsey Town Center development was originally conceived, a high emphasis on architectural standards

was placed on the development through a separate document known as the Design Guidelines.  The Design

Guidelines are a part of the City's Zoning Ordinance, adopted by reference.  The emphasis was added partially in

response to the high density of the development as well as the desire of the development to be a large emphasis as

the identity of the community.  There is a considerable amount of flexibility built into the Design Guidelines,

allowing a developer to propose an alternative construction method that still achieves the design objectives of the

Design Guidelines.

The commercial and office park areas of The COR continue to meet or exceed the Design Guideline standards. 

However, given changes in the residential market, the City has continually experienced requests from residential

developers to relax certain design guidelines.  Staff has had to balance the desire from builders for flexibility and

relaxation on certain regulations with the ultimate vision for the development and the community as a whole.

As part of the site plan approval for portions of the development and private restrictive covenants, the original

vision did not include typical split level single-family homes.  However, as the Master Developer and Architectural

Review Board became inactive, these private covenants have not been able to be enforced.  Certain drafts of the

restrictive covenants included such things as roof pitch, specific architectural materials, and fences.  Not all of these

additional regulations found in the private, restrictive covenants are found in the City's Design Guidelines, thus the

City has limited ability to enforce.  Staff has also identified fences and accessory structures (sheds) as topics for

additional discussion as it relates to the Design Guidelines.

In response to market conditions, and based on feedback received from developers, various split-level models have

been approved in the small-lot single-family portions of the development.  This has come with mixed reviews,

especially from existing builders who have already invested in the development.  It became apparent during these

similar requests that if the City desired to continue to control roof pitch and split-level dwelling units as originally

intended, some of these standards should be included in the Design Guidelines.

Staff would like to discuss any potential changes the City Council would like to see in design guidelines for

residential developments in The COR.  Specifically, Staff is seeking direction on any inclusion of standards such as

roof pitch, specific architectural materials (beyond what is already included in the Design Guidelines), fencing,

accessory structures, etc.
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Based on discussion.

Funding Source:

All costs associated with reviewing the Design Guidelines are being handled as part of regular staff duties.
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2 Ramsey Town Center Development Guidelines

Introduction

This is the third in the series of documents created to help

direct design solutions and define project character for the

Town Center. With increasing levels of detail and specificity, the

Master Plan, the Zoning Code and these Development

Guidelines clarify and promote the desired outcomes expressed

in the illustrative Concept Plan. Each of these documents serves

a specific purpose as part of the Town Center reference library,

but also work in concert with other city codes and criteria to

provide the information needed for review, critique and approval

of development projects within the Town Center district.

Purpose 

The primary purpose of Development Guidelines is to set basic

parameters, describe preferences and illustrate design intent.

These guidelines serve as a framework within which creative

design can and should occur – there is no one solution, but

many options that meet the basic requirements of this

document. 

Application 

The format and content of these guidelines are specifically

tailored for use as a reference workbook and are organized into

two sections. The first section outlines issues and

recommendations that apply to the entire Town Center district.

The second section highlights specific guidelines that apply to

each sub-district within the Town Center.

Implied Responsibility

All participants in the development of the Town Center recognize

the local and regional impacts of this project and the various

systems that play an important role. Each parcel and each

building must fit within the context of the entire plan. Individual

projects must complement, not compete with, adjacent

development in terms of public green space, walk and trail

connections, stormwater management solutions, street layout,

parking strategies, land use mix and building design.

Part One: Overall Guidelines
There are a number of guidelines that apply to the entire Town 

Center including recommendations for stormwater

management, parks, streets, land use, parking, transit and other

development components. Many of these overall Town Center

guidelines overlap, or are integrated with one another. For ease

of discussion they are categorized according to the same list of

'layers' that formed the basic structure for the Master Plan:

• Context – local, city, regional 

• Blue System – surface water features, stormwater

management

• Green Structure – parks, trails and open space

• Land Use Mix – preferred uses, horizontal/vertical mixed use

• Architecture – built form, character of development

• Streets and Blocks – access, circulation, arrangement

• Parking Strategies – quantity, location, type

• Transit – rail, bus, other options

• Utilities and Infrastructure – sewer, water, electric, gas

It is essential that proposed design solutions for development

projects and other improvements within the Town Center

demonstrate an understanding of the interplay between these

layers. 
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Anoka Parks, Trails Map

Regional Transit Map

Overview
Although unique to Ramsey, the Town Center is not intended to
be a stand alone district within the the City; instead it will be a
part of, and connect with, a variety of local, city-wide and
regional systems. Each development project, whether a single
building, one lot, or a series of blocks, must provide reasonable
links to these systems as a primary design objective.

Guideline Recommendations
To ensure that the Town Center takes full advantage of local and
regional systems, development should:
• Provide safe, easily recognized connections to city, county

and state trail corridors
• Make provisions for city and regional transit service and

amenities (including the future Northstar Line) and
encourage their use

• Tie into, and improve, the Ramsey utility network
• Integrate with and complement the existing (and future)

street framework
• Become an integral part of the city and county drainage/

stormwater management plan 

Objectives
• Overall Town Center design (and all new private development

within the Center) will accommodate stormwater from new
projects and from off-site, and highlight stormwater features
as an amenity

• Bikeways and pedestrian routes into the Town Center from
adjacent neighborhoods must be designed for safety and 
ease of access, suggesting that a child on a bicycle has an 
equally accessible route to downtown.

• Parks and open space will be easily accessible to all Town
Center residents, visitors, people who work here and also for
the citizens of Ramsey and the surrounding area. This
connected green system is reminiscent of the world
renowned ‘Grand Rounds’ of Minneapolis
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Guideline Recommendations
Blue System guidelines not only define the overall role and
character of public space, but also encourage each
development parcel to address the following:
• Create signature water features (ponds, pools, fountains,

waterfalls, etc.) as major visual amenities throughout the Town
Center

• Promote high quality, creative and appealing aesthetics for all
blue system elements

• Integrate stormwater management components (meeting both
water quality and quantity requirements)

A great deal of time and effort has gone into the calculation and
design of a ‘watershed-based’ stormwater management plan to
support Town Center development. While this overall strategy
addresses the water quantity issue for the entire Town Center
by providing storage and conveyance facilities for storm
events, individual development projects (block-by-block) have
an equal responsibility to meet water quality standards as a
primary goal. Each project should integrate a variety of
techniques, materials and methods (listed in the examples
below) to promote multiple use, maximum flexibility, improved
aesthetics for parking areas, park spaces, drainage swales and
other site features.

Overview
Water features and drainage systems are essential components
of the Town Center Master Plan. The potential mix of ponds,
streams, fountains and other water elements will provide focal
amenities and year round activities within the framework of an
environmentally responsible, visually pleasing strategy to
manage stormwater. Because the mississippi River is a restricted
discharge water of the state, and because we are creating a new
discharge from this development, each sub-district and each site
has a responsibility to utilize ‘best management practices’ (BMP)
to pretreat run-off, reduce erosion and encourage infiltration.
Water elements are not intended to be separate stand alone
features, but instead should be integrated with the variety of
parks, trails and public open space proposed for the Town
Center. Water and landscape should be designed and utilized
within multipurpose areas that accommodate both active and
passive recreational use.

Objectives
Integration of water and landscape, design creativity, use of
high quality materials and safety concerns are the critical
objectives to be met – the following examples illustrate only a
few of many possibilities:
• Innovative new products, such as special soil systems

(Netlon, structural soils), pervious pavements for parking
areas, storm ceptors, underground storage and other creative
techniques should be used to BMP standards

• ‘Green architecture’, expressed through green roofs, gray
water recycling and other techniques should be included to
reduce the impact of new development on stormwater systems

• Water feature design should include both formal elements
(such as reflecting pools or fountains) and natural/informal
forms (such as ponds, streams, waterfalls) and should
explore creative ways to integrate wetland/rain garden
landscapes with active, urban spaces.
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Objectives
Based on the Parks, Trails and Open Space Concept Plan for the Town Center, a
variety of public and private green space is proposed including:
• Each block and each project will provide intentional, creative, innovative, useable

green areas as integral components of site development and building design. 
• At the individual block scale, small squares and greens will provide places for

gathering and relaxation, especially targeted to meet the demands of adjacent, or
nearby buildings. Elements such as gardens, gazebos and fountains should
characterize these more intimate public spaces.

• At the neighborhood scale, parks will provide space for more active recreation, and
should be flexible enough to accommodate a variety of recreational activities.
Playgrounds, game fields and park buildings are suggested park amenities and will
target a wider user demand from the surrounding community.

• At the Town Center scale, the central linear park will connect with all other parks
and open space elements, providing a focal point for activity and a sense of place
similar to Minnehaha Creek in Minneapolis. Gardens, public pavilions and shelters,
playlots and open play fields are suggested amenities that will provide built-in
flexibility to meet the demands of both the local population and regional visitors to
the Town Center.

Overview
The overall design framework of the Town
Center is based on a system of linked
parks, trails and open space. The City of
Ramsey, Anoka County, and to some
extent, the State of Minnesota all play a
role in local and regional parks
programming, design review,
construction sequencing, implementation
and ultimately maintenance and operation
of key public spaces within this
framework. The goal is to link existing
and proposed parks and trails defined in
regional park plans with proposed new
parks and trails within the Town Center.
Of equal importance is the contribution
from each block and each development
project to this network of green, adding a
variety of private, semi-private, and
perhaps some additional public space
throughout the Town Center. Private
development will share the responsibility
to provide inviting, innovative and useable
green space as integral parts of individual
parcel site design.

Guideline Recommendations
Ramsey Town Center will set a new
standard for the design of parks and
open space in suburban Twin Cities
communities. Toward that end, Green
Structure guidelines encourage the
following:
• Work with the City to create an

integrated, comprehensive open
space system that links with existing
city and county trails and open space
networks

• Encourage private development
(block-by-block) to share in the
responsibility to provide inviting,
innovative and useable green space as
integral parts of each development
project

• Integrate stormwater management
components (meeting water quality
and quantity requirements) within
both public / private park and open
space improvements

Together, the system of public and
semi-public green space will result in a
welcoming public realm throughout the
new community.



Overall Guidelines - Land Use Mix

6 Ramsey Town Center Development Guidelines

Objectives
• Encourage vertical mixed-use in the core with housing and office space over retail

uses along the street.
• In residential districts, particularly closer to the core, a limited amount of retail uses

will be encouraged to service residents and provide nearby places to gather.
• Promote innovative models for housing that include a mix of townhomes, flats and

lofts within single buildings or on the same block.
• Accomodate larger, ‘big box’ retailing within the Town Center; only if innovative

design approaches are used including two story buildings, use of liner stores facing
the street, minimal blank walls, creative parking strategies, etc.

• Where similar uses create a ‘family’ or campus of buildings (e.g. medical campus),
buildings should reinforce the street edge and parking should be set within the core
of the block.

• Uses shall promote pedestrian friendly streets, contributing to street level activities
and overall visual character of each district

• All uses should reinforce the street edge

Overview
The Town Center Master Plan identifies
the preferred mix and approximate
location of a variety of land use types.
Together with the Zoning Code, these
guidelines focus on the following overall
objectives:
• Promote vertical and horizontal mixed

use (within a building, within a block,
winthin a district)

• Provide a variety of housing types,
styles, pricing

• Encourage increased density in and
around the central core area

• Promote an interesting mix of building
styles, scales and massing for each
sub-district 

• Support creative, innovative, high
quality design solutions as the
benchmark for success

• Integrate mix of uses with public
green space within each district

• Provide a variety of commercial types
• Mix residential and commercial uses 

to promote street-level activity 
throughout the day

Guideline Recommendations
The mix of land uses in the Town Center
will encourage activity during the day
and into the evening and nighttime
hours. As a focus of commerce,
employment, recreation and housing,
the Center closely resembles a small to
medium size Midwestern downtown in
scale and character. Land uses are
intentionally mixed, to bring shoppers
and workers into the area during the day
and attract new residents and visitors to
entertainment venues in the evening. 

The civic component of the Town
Center, exemplified by the new City Hall,
Police Station and variety of public
spaces and squares, adds an important
element to the land use mix and brings a
level of authenticity to the district.
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Overview
High quality architecture is an essential component in fulfilling the
objectives of the Master Plan. Rather than prescribing a particular
style, these architectural guidelines are intended to encourage an
integration of both traditional and contemporary design.
Architectural designs should provide a consistent quality,
measured, to a great degree, by the pedestrian experience along
the street and by an architectural expression that provides
character without being thematic, obtrusive, or artificial.
Architectural character should strive to be authentic and varied, but
not ‘thematic’.

Guideline Recommendations
Of all the layers that combine to form the Ramsey Town Center
Master Plan, architecture will typically be the most prominent
development component. Both visually and physically, architecture
will play a major role in defining the overall design character and
mix of uses for the Town Center. It is crucial that the design and
location of buildings address these architectural guidelines, with
specific emphasis on the following:
• Promote an animated street presence with a mix of street-level

uses, interesting building façades, many doors and windows
on the street, careful design of lighting, awnings, signage and
other elements that animate the pedestrian experience

• Promote variety in building design, character and expression;
not one theme or building style, but a thoughtful integration of
many design solutions

• Promote a variety of building types including a range of height,
scale and proportion, that support an integrated mix of housing options, shopping
destinations, entertainment venues, civic structures and other Town Center uses

• Encourage the use of high quality materials, suggesting a preference toward native
materials and masonry elements, with respect for local building techniques

• Building location is as important as building style; special architectural elements,
character, transparency and a higher level of materials and detailing should be used to
highlight key streets (corridors) and important crossroads (nodes) throughout the
Town Center

• Buildings should always be located at all four corners of intersections

Examples
Providing a creative mix of building
types, scales and expressions are critical
objectives to be met – photographs on
this page (and throughout these
guidelines) suggest some of the many
possibilities.
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space for street-side activities, gracious strolling promenades, pockets of green and other
amenities is critical to the success of the Town Center. Streets will promote convenient
access by car – to storefronts, to parking lots and ramps, to entertainment attractions –
but will also encourage foot traffic as the primary way to move about and conduct
business in the core area.  

Guideline Recommendations
The proposed street and block pattern reflects a compact urban character, not allowing
dead end streets or cul-de-sacs, in favor of a traditional grid pattern and connected
streets  including the following:
• Provide a street network that distributes pedestrian and vehicular traffic throughout the

various districts in the Town Center and encourages a more dispersed and less
congested traffic flow (many choices or travel paths)

• Provide a clear hierarchy of streets resulting in a simple and understandable system for
movement – easy access and convenient circulation throughout the Town Center

• Convert primary perimeter streets (arterials such as Ramsey, Armstrong and Bunker
Lake Boulevards) to urban street sections, providing sidewalks and street trees to
replace roadside ditches

• Promote improvements that invite pedestrian and bicycle use including wide sidewalks,
streetscape amenities and designated bicycle trails (both on and off-street)

Objectives
Creative design solutions for public realm improvements should reflect these basic street
classifications (street hierarchy) including:
• Destination street – signature addresses for shopping, entertainment, services, work

place and other primary amenities (Sunwood Drive is an example)
• Connector street – primary routes that link various districts within the Town Center,

usually providing the most direct means of getting from point A to point B (Rhinestone
Street is an example)

• Background street – neither destination nor primary connector routes, these streets
provide much of the rest of the street grid throughout the Town Center (residential
streets are an example)

• Parkway – premier ‘green streets’ adjacent to primary public park / green space (Town
Center Parkway is an example)

• Service – still considered public streets, service corridors provide important access to
delivery areas, parking lots/ramps and maintenance functions (Civic Center Drive is
anexample)

Overview
The Master Plan defines a specific strategy
for the layout of streets and blocks within,
and around the Town Center. The size,
type and configuration of this street
hierarchy is based on a combination of
projected traffic volume, level of service at
intersections, proposed adjacent land use
(destination commercial, residential, civic,
recreation, etc.) and desired aesthetic
character. 

Great streets are essential components
of an attractive and inviting public realm.
These guidelines promote a street system
that balances pedestrian and vehicular
use. Providing streets that support traffic
flow is important, but also creating ample

Background Street – quiet residential
neighborhood, parking one side

Destination Street – active shopping district with
streetscape amenities

Connector Street – equally inviting for both
pedestrians and cars
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• Provide parallel parking on both
public and private streets throughout
the Town Center, to add parking and
create a traffic calming, pedestrian
buffer 

• Explore options to integrate stormwater
management requirements into parking 
area design

• Explore various landscape approaches
to soften parking area edges, provide
shade, integrate native plantings,
offset islands and other ideas to
reduce to ‘sea of parking’ image

Objectives
The primary objective is to provide a
balance of surface lots, on-street and
structured parking, with ample quantities
and close proximity to serve the mix of
uses in the Town Center. In addition to
providing adequate space, excellent
design is a major factor as well.
Guidelines for the Town Center encourage
creativity, innovation, quality and attention
to detail in every aspect of project
development, including parking solutions.
Photographs on this page (and
throughout these guidelines) suggest
some of the many possibilities.

Overview
Balancing the realities of car-related
necessities (streets, parking and so on)
with future transit service and the
desired character of the Town Center is
a significant challenge. The goal is to
provide adequate parking, both quantity
and location, while promoting new
strategies that support the overall needs
of the Town Center. Parking will be
provided through a combination of on-
street spaces, off-street surface lots,
underground lots and structured ramps
to support the mix of uses at the core. 

Parking structures should contribute
to the overall character and image of the
Town Center. Ramp design should
include elements, colors and materials
that reflect, or complement surrounding
buildings. Liner stores or other street-
level uses should be integrated into
ramp design along important street
frontages.

Guideline Recommendations
Parking guidelines encourage the
following:
• Locate off-street surface parking lots

away from the major streets, either
behind or to the side of primary
buildings

• Provide a combination of fencing,
landscaping and landform to screen
parking areas from major streets and
important views

• Create strategies for shared parking
between adjacent uses, taking
advantage of peak and off-peak
cycles, business hours, nighttime
activities, special events and other
needs

• Provide alternative surfaces for
secondary (less frequently used) parking
areas including porous pavements,
green pavements and so on

• Provide facilities or services that
respond to and connect with future
transit to reduce required parking,
including shuttle/circulator bus,
bicycle lockers

• Work with the City to review existing
standards to provide flexibility including
hours for on-street parking, security and
enforcement practices, permit or
metering

Surface parking lot located to the side and behind
grocery store, also illustrates walkway edge
improvements including ornamental fence and
plantings.

Parking ramp design (building on the right) includes awnings, arched openings and similar materials to
reflect character of adjacent building.

This photo shows both on-street parking and
parking lot edge improvements that together
provide a safe and inviting pedestrian walkway.

Structured parking (see entrance sign mid-block)
imbedded within mixed-use development that includes
ground level commercial and residential above.
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Guideline Recommendations
Transit is an important component of the overall plan, with
expectations for more ridership, using a greater range of transit
options as they become available. More people, together with
the mix of activities and amenities in the Town Center,
encourages better designed, better connected transit service. It
is a shared responsibility between city, county and developer to
promote transit use, with both policy and bricks-and-mortar
attention to the following guidelines:
• Understand and take advantage of opportunities to use 

existing and proposed transit components
• Provide transit related facilities specifically linked to uses and
character within each Town Center district, including signage
and lighting for way-finding and bicycle amenitiess

Objectives
The primary objective is to provide a balance of transit service,
bicycle and pedestrian connections and lanes to move traffic.
Guidelines for the Town Center promote public transportation
as part of the solution and suggest a variety of street
improvements and other amenities to invite increased use.
Photographs on this page (and throughout these guidelines)
suggest some of the many possibilities.

Overview
The Town Center is designed to be ‘transit ready’ in a variety of
ways that go beyond providing a walkable public realm and
connected street grid. The Master Plan also includes a multi-
modal transit station, with dedicated commuter parking,
integrated with other uses at the heart of the retail, restaurant and
entertainment district. This station functions as a hub where local
circulator transit comes together with regional transit service and
the Northstar Corridor. This station is designed to meet the short
term needs of the Northstar Commuter Coach service, and also
the long term objectives for proposed commuter rail service in
the future. Transit components include the following:
• North Star Commuter Coach service provides peak period,

peak direction bus service between downtown Minneapolis
and Elk River

• North Star Commuter Rail will provide train service between
St. Cloud and downtown Minneapolis

• 400 park and ride parking spaces are provided for 
commuters adjacent to the transit station

• Pedestrian and bicycle connections are emphasized in the
Master Plan as major links between the transit station,
various districts within the Town Center and into the
surrounding neighborhoods

• The Town Center can accommodate Metro Mobility, citywide
circulator bus or town trolley connections as part of local and
regional service to the transit station

The Town Center also uses a Travel Demand Management
(TDM) program to both assist and encourage residents and
visitors to take advantage of the various modes available for
their commuting and travel needs. This TDM program draws
from incentives and services available through Anoka County
and Metro Commuter Services that match riders with carpools
and vanpools, provide discounted transit passes and manage
work hours among other functions. The Town Center will use a
coordinator to manage the delivery of these services and to
promote and market the TDM program.
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Overview
The Master Plan, together with detailed
engineering drawings for site
improvements, defines a network of
utilities that will serve the Town Center.
While understanding the location, size and
characteristics of sanitary sewer, storm
sewer and water system components is
important, development proposals must
also acknowledge awareness of the Town
Center’s relationship to the city water
supply – specifically, its relationship to the
regional aquifer. New development
projects have a responsibility to use best
practices for proper connection to utilities,
monitor flow of materials into storm
sewer and provide recommendations for
landscape and pavement maintenance in
an effort to reduce, or eliminate, potential
pollution sources. 

The Town Center will also be served by a
full complement of utility connections
including cable, fiber optic, electric,
telephone and so on. As always call for
location of all site utilities prior to
construction.

Guideline Recommendations
An important part of the Master Plan,
utility guidelines promote the idea of
balancing quality service, adequate
capacity and the physical needs of site
development with the more qualitative
issues of aesthetics, proper maintenance
and environmental health. These
guidelines encourage the following:
• Subscribe to, and implement best

management practices as the
benchmark for utility design and
maintenance

• Electrical service, and other utilities as
appropriate, should be buried
underground or located along service
corridors and other ‘back of house’
locations

Objectives
Not easily photographed (mostly
underground), the intent is to suggest
that even site utilities have a role in the
overall success of the Town Center. 
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Overview
The Master Plan and Zoning Code
identify five distinct, but overlapping
sub-districts within the Town Center.
Each of these sub-districts (outlined on
the plan below) is defined by a unique
mix of uses, specific site development
patterns and perhaps a distinctive
character or image. The sub-districts
complement one another as part of the
overall plan. They include:
• TC1 Mixed Use Core – provides the

broadest variety, highest density and
greatest intensity of development,
encouraging both vertical and
horizontal mixed use

• TC2 Commercial – provides a location
for larger scale retail and other auto-
orientated commercial uses

Sub-Districts Plan
TC1 Mixed Use Core
TC2 Commercial
TC3 Workplace
TC4 Neighborhood
TC5 Parks & Open Space

(Note: refer to Ramsey Zoning Code for additional information)

• TC3 Workplace – provides a location
for uses with high concentrations of
employees, such as medical/
technology related office, and other
corporate or institutional uses

• TC4 Neighborhood – provides
opportunities for a range of housing
types from small lot single family to
townhouse, to high density senior or
rental apartment

• TC5 Parks and Open Space – preserves
environmental features and provides
neighborhood/community amenities
throughout the Town Center

Development plans must respond to the
overall Town Center guidelines described
in Part One of this document, but also
must address the following detailed
guidelines for each sub-district. To
further clarify and illustrate proposed
features in the Master Plan, these sub-
district guidelines are organized under
the following categories: 
• Public Realm / Streetscape Guidelines
• Site Development Guidelines
• Architectural Guidelines
In all cases, the sub-district guidelines
must be applied in harmony with the
overall Town Center guidelines and with
other existing city, county, state codes,
design criteria, plans and studies that
support broader goals for regional
growth and development.



Ramsey Town Center Development Guidelines  13

Public Realm/Streetscape Guidelines

Public realm/streetscape guidelines
define the visual character and physical
improvements for all public spaces
within the Town Center. These
guidelines also provide the general
framework and examples for design of
proposed quasi-public and private space
located within each development parcel.
Public realm/streetscape guidelines
focus on the following elements:
• Parks, plazas and other public

gathering spaces
• Street/sidewalk character and 

streetscape elements
• Bicycle/pedestrian connections (on-

street and off-street)
• Residential courts, pocket parks and

other private green space
The goal is to foster a safe and
interesting public realm that will invite
pedestrian activity, promote traffic
calming, increase transit use and
encourage community gathering. Street
trees, lighting and decorative fencing
provide the backbone for streetscape
improvements. Added detail, such as
special pavements, street furniture,
public art and layered plantings will
highlight specific nodes or uses.
Materials, colors and intensity of
improvements can vary for each sub-
district, but should also reflect the
desired character and identity of the
entire Town Center.

Site Development Guidelines

Site development guidelines describe
the relationship between building edge
and public space. These guidelines
imply a strong link between architecture
and site - how buildings define, or are
defined by the spaces around them, and
the visual and physical connections
between the private and public realm.
Site development guidelines focus on
the following elements: 
• Land Use – proposed mix of uses 

defined in the Zoning Code
• Building Placement – street frontage, 

set back and orientation all contribute to
a continuous edge, while providing 
some flexibility to add interest with 
recessed or projected elements

• Parking Strategies – district parking 
solutions to support a mix of uses

Issues related to density, land use,
safety and security, access, public space
and views inform decisions about
building placement, scale and massing.
Various combinations of these pieces
come together to define the unique
character and identity of each sub-
district within the Town Center.

Architectural Guidelines
Architectural guidelines describe the
character, quality and design direction
for proposed buildings within each sub-
district. Architectural guidelines focus
on the following elements:
• Building design, character and

expression – buildings should not
imitate historic examples, but rather
promote the integration of both
traditional and contemporary styles

• Scale – provide emphasis and 
detailing to create interest and 
promote ‘human scale’ experience for 
the pedestrian

• Proportion – provide a harmonious
relation of one part to another (or
parts to the whole)

• Massing – include a variety of building
forms, building types and building
heights

• Materials – maintain regional
traditions and local building
techniques with a preference toward
masonry and other natural materials

• Windows and doors – emphasize
transparency of streetside façade

• Street presence – buildings should be
placed parallel to the street, should
contribute to the vitality of the street
scene, should minimize blank walls
along the public right of way and
should consider all street frontage
(including buildings at corners) as
primary elevations

These architectural guidelines suggest
an important balance between design
continuity, desirable variety and the
notion that buildings should
complement, and perhaps contrast, but
not compete with one another. The
lasting appeal of the final outcome must
be grounded in the authenticity of the
design and the acceptable level of
‘messiness’ that comes with creating a
real downtown over time; ‘faux’ second
floors, stage set or themed solutions,
and large faceless buildings are not
acceptable.
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Overview
Public realm and streetscape
improvements define the character of the
Town Center and create a memorable
signature for the Mixed Use Core sub-
district. Great parks and great streets,
encourage intensified levels of activity,
support the proposed mix of uses, invite
community gathering and accommodate
special events throughout the year. Public
realm and streetscape guidelines include
the following:

TC1 Parks, plazas and other public
gathering spaces
Public spaces in the Mixed Use Core
should:
• Blend both contemporary and

traditional motifs with a focus on
pedestrian use

• Encourage a balance of hardscape with
landscape; a mix of pavements with
plantings.

• Promote an overall landscape character
that tends toward a more urban park or
plaza feel, with structured spaces and
highly maintained gardens

• Provide a variety of opportunities to
capture different microclimates with
many choices for seating- including
movable chairs- and access to both sun
and shade

• Provide a variety of levels or elevations
to add interest to the ground plane and
to provide informal steps for sitting  

• Promote safety and security in all
design solutions, including landscape
lighting, open views into the site, and
accessibility

• Provide seasonal interest and color;
promote high quality materials and
finishes

• Provide opportunities and specific sites
for public art, performances and markets

TC1 Street/sidewalk dimensions and
streetscape elements
Destination streets (like Sunwood) and
connector streets (like Rhinestone) must
balance a high level of service for the
automobile with attractive and inviting
amenities for the pedestrian (see
street/sidewalk diagram) including:

• Provide gracious sidewalk width to
support intensity of pedestrian traffic in
the core 

• Install street trees to frame the street
and provide shade

• Provide street lighting that meets all
safety standards and design criteria,
while creating a signature character for
this district 

• Explore street light spacing, height and
a mix of fixture types to support the
increased intensity of uses and activities
in the core, (note however, that too
much light is as bad as too little)

• Explore a range of options for
streetscape improvements including
special pavements, interesting concrete
tinting or scoring patterns, additional
plantings, ornamental fencing and other
features (note, however, that simpler is
better and too much clutter is a negative)

TC1 Bicycle/pedestrian connections 
(on-street and off-street)
The Town Center Master Plan describes a
network of bicycle/pedestrian trails and
walkways (both on and off-street) that
connect adjacent sub-districts to the

Public Realm / Streetscape

Mixed Use Core. As you approach the
core, these connections tend to become
part of the shared right of way along the
major streets, or become part of the urban
park spaces (specifically Civic Square and
Downtown Commons). Bicycle riders may
choose to share the street with vehicular
traffic, or dismount and walk their bicycles
along with the other pedestrians using the
sidewalks. Providing and maintaining
these bicycle and pedestrian connections
should be a key component for all
development projects in the core.

TC1 Residential courts, pocket parks
and  other private green space
Along with proposed public parks and
great streets, there are many opportunities
to integrate private courtyards and pocket
parks within this sub-district. These small-
scale greens provide important ‘breathing
space’, contribute to stormwater
management and offer additional
recreational amenities (tot lot, sitting
areas) to serve specific building tenants or
residents. Back gardens, auto-courts and
other options should be considered as part
of residential and commercial
development plans in the core.
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Overview
Guidelines that address building location,
organization of space and parking options
tend to focus on what can be measured –
dimensions, setbacks, number of spaces
and so on. But in addition to these issues,
site development guidelines must also
describe the aesthetic qualities and design
character of a preferred ‘urban form’ for the
Mixed Use Core. The compact and higher
density blocks that define this sub-district
encourage a mix of uses, with a continuous
built edge along street frontage. Innovative
parking strategies support this mix,
providing easy access to destination
shopping, restaurant and entertainment
venues. Together these elements will
promote the core area as the center of
activity – the place to see and be seen
within the Town Center. Site development
guidelines include the following:

TC1 Land Use
• Encourage both vertical mixed use

(within each building) and horizontal
mixed use (within each block)
throughout this district

• Promote housing density at the core,
specifically targeting locations along
Sunwood Drive, Town Center Drive,
along park edges and above street-level
uses around the Civic Square and
Downtown Commons

• Include a mix of housing, civic, retail,
restaurant, entertainment, performance
and other uses that encourage a variety
of activities throughout the day.

TC1 Building Placement
• Generally, buildings should be located

at the street right-of-way line (zero
setback), but also allow recessed space
for outdoor dining and other street level
activities providing some minor
deviation for variety

• Greater emphasis should be given to
architectural elements, materials and
other design features for buildings
located at primary intersections, for
example, at Sunwood and Town Center
Drives, or where streets intersect with
parks, such as the streets that front on
or end near the Civic Square. These
locations can often be seen from

several directions, perhaps terminate a
view from a distance down the street or
sit at a prominent node; They will likely
become future landmarks or helpful
orientation/wayfinding icons as the Town
Center develops
• Minimize openings between buildings,

although limited driveway access and
some provision for pedestrian
connections through blocks are
encouraged – gaps between
buildingsto accommodate surface
parking lots, greater building setbacks
or other purposes are discouraged

• Encourage recessed entries and 
windows to create street-level interest,
variety and enhance pedestrian scale
along street frontage

TC1 Parking Strategies
• Provide parking spaces for typical daily

use, satisfying both quantity and
location needs through a mix of on-
street, small surface lot, underground
and ramped parking solutions

Site Development

• Provide options for additional/overflow
parking to support holiday traffic and
special events including porous
pavements, turf parking areas (Netlon
and other soil amendments) or shuttle
service from nearby parking areas

• Encourage shared parking solutions that
target around the clock shifts in
destination, audience or take advantage
of peak/off-peak hours of operation for
various uses within the core area

• Promote municipal parking ramps as
the primary facility to meet public
parking needs within the core area

• Minimize surface parking lots in favor
ofother solutions including underground
parking to serve residential buildings,
on-street parking to serve retail shops
and parking ramps 

• Locate surface parking lots away from
the major streets, either behind or to
theside of primary buildings; surface
parking lots along major street frontage
are not allowed in the core area

• Discourage driveway access to parking
facilities along Sunwood Drive in favor
of side streets or Civic Center Drive
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Overview
Buildings in the Mixed Use Core will play a
major role in defining the overall character
of the Town Center. The proposed mix of
uses for this signature destination
suggests the potential for a variety of
building types, demanding creativity and
innovation to highlight unique architecture,
while knitting the entire sub-district
together as a coherent whole. Overall
building design is an important
consideration, but emphasis on first floor
façade treatments is essential to encourage
street-level activity and enhance the
pedestrian experience. Architecture to be
‘4-sided’ at all locations visible to public
areas. Emphasis to be on great design
along public street frontage. Architecture
guidelines include the following:

TC1 Building Design, Character 
and Expression
• Provide a variety of building types and

styles, expressed both in large scale
(overall building) and small scale
(design details)

• Emphasize transparency at street level
to encourage two way viewing – both
window shopping and ‘eyes on the
street’

• Promote interesting, animated
architectural features without being
thematic or artificial – faux decorative
elements are discouraged

• Avoid large, unarticulated façades

• Emphasize important intersections
and other nodes by placing distinctive
architectural elements or interesting
façades at these prominent locations

• Provide a variety of front elevations
for rows of buildings along any given
block

TC1 Scale, Proportion and
Building Height
• Provide a variety of building heights

along any given block, perhaps related
to changes in use or at demising walls 

• Articulate front façades with projections
and recesses

• Encourage increased building height,
higher density and larger scale
buildings adjacent to the Civic Square
and Downtown Commons

Architecture

• Promote multiple stories as the norm
in this sub-district, but occasional
single story buildings are acceptable;
single story buildings should not
dominate any street frontage and
should be a minimum of 20 feet to the
roofline

TC1 Street Presence
• Emphasize pedestrian experience with

architectural features at street level –
canopies, decorative light fixtures
andmaterial detail

• Encourage variety of color, texture and
materials to complement other
streetscape elements

• Conceal service entries, loading
facilities and mechanical services
fromview along public streets

• Create a continuous building edge
along street frontage, visually
connecting adjacent buildings with
complementary façade treatments
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TC1 Windows and Doors
• Maximize glass openings for all ground level, street front

façades – especially for retail, restaurant and other commercial
uses – recommend 50% minimum of total ground level façade,
or demonstrate great design through other means

• Provide real window openings for all street facing façades
above ground level – recommend 40% minimum of total
façade

• Provide recessed entries wherever possible
• Use clear or lightly tinted glass for all windows and doors –

mirrored, reflective or highly tinted glazing is not acceptable
• Provide primary access doors facing public streets

TC1 Materials
• Provide a diverse

mix of materials,
applied in a variety
of proportions,
exposures and
detailing within a
block, or along a
street

• Encourage durable,
high quality materials - local sources if available

• Siding is not allowed (vinyl, metal, wood) except as a
complimentary use

• Encourage the use of mostly brick or comparable alternative;
minimum requirement of 50% of non-glazed wall area

• Metal and wood components are acceptable as a
complimentary use

• Encourage overhead projections, either as a specific building
component or as permanent/temporary canopies

• Select materials that relate to the building use, not artificially
contrived or themed

• Avoid overly complex or arbitrary use of materials
• Include smaller scale elements, variety of materials and careful

detailing to support street level activities and enhance the
pedestrian experience
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• Provide gracious sidewalk width to invite pedestrian traffic 
• Install street trees to frame the street and provide shade
• Provide street lighting that meets all safety standards and design criteria, while creating

a unique character for this district 
• Explore street light spacing, height and a variety of fixture type that would support

proposed mix of uses and activities (note, however, that too much light is as bad as
too little)

• Explore a range of options for streetscape improvements including special pavements,
interesting concrete tinting or scoring patterns, additional plantings, ornamental
fencing and other features (note, however, that simpler is better and too much clutter
is a negative)

TC2 Bicycle/pedestrian connections (on-street and off-street)
The Town Center Master Plan describes a network of bicycle/pedestrian trails and
walkways (both on and off-street) that connect adjacent sub-districts to one another.
These connections tend to become part of the shared right of way along the major
streets. Bicycle riders may choose to share the street with vehicular traffic, or dismount
and walk their bicycles along with the other pedestrians using the sidewalks. However,
providing and maintaining these bicycle and pedestrian connections should be a key
component for all development projects.

TC2 Residential courts, pocket parks and other private green space
As previously mentioned, there are many opportunities to integrate privately owned and
maintained courtyards and pocket parks within this sub-district. These small-scale greens
provide important ‘breathing space’, contribute to stormwater management and offer
additional amenities (sitting areas) to serve specific building tenants and adjacent uses.
Back gardens, auto-courts and other options should also be considered as part of
residential and commercial development plans in this sub-district.

Overview
While the Commercial Sub-district
encourages a mix of large and small floor
plates, accommodating auto-oriented
uses, this suggests even greater attention
be paid to public realm and streetscape
improvements that not only accommodate
vehicles, but also invite bicycle and
pedestrian traffic. Surface parking lots
provide convenient access to storefronts,
but present an additional challenge to the
overall visual character and aesthetic
appeal of this area. While no large public
parks are identified for this sub-district,
small pocket parks, squares or other
gathering spaces are encouraged. A
consistent, attractive streetscape is also
essential. Public realm and streetscape
guidelines include the following:

TC2 Parks, plazas and other public
gathering spaces
Public spaces in the Mixed Use Core
should:
• Blend both contemporary and

traditional motifs with a focus on
pedestrian connections and small
group sitting areas

• Encourage a balance of hardscape with
landscape; a mix of pavements with
plantings.

• Provide small urban parks or plazas
integrated with building entries or
taking advantage of shared space
between buildings

• Promote safety and security in all
design solutions, including landscape
lighting, views into the site, and
accessibility

• Provide seasonal interest and color;
promote high quality materials and
finishes

• Provide opportunities and specific sites
for public art

TC2 Street/sidewalk dimensions and
streetscape elements
Destination streets (like Sunwood) and
connector streets (like Zeolite) must
balance a high level of service for the
automobile with attractive and inviting
amenities for the pedestrian including:

Public Realm / Streetscape
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• No more than 25% of street frontage
can be utilized for surface parking lots

TC2 Parking Strategies
• Provide parking spaces for typical daily

use  satisfying both quantity and
location needs through a combination
of on-street and surface lot parking
solutions

• Provide options for additional/overflow
parking to support holiday traffic and
special events including porous
pavements, turf parking areas (Netlon
and other soil amendments) or shuttle
service from nearby parking areas

• Encourage shared parking solutions
that target around the clock shifts in
destination, audience or take advantage
of peak/off-peak hours of operation for
various uses within thesub-district

• Minimize surface parking lots fronting
on primary streets, locate surface
parking lots away from the major
streets, either behind or to the side of
buildings

Overview
Site development guidelines for this sub-district focus on a unique opportunity to recast
typical commercial development patterns into a contemporary and innovative strategy
that responds to overall objectives for the Town Center. Specifically this suggests that the
majority of buildings front on the primary through streets, with parking and service areas
on the side or in the back, away from view. A mix of uses within individual blocks,
including retail, restaurant and residential, further enhances this model, addresses design
character/aesthetics and promotes activity throughout much of the day and evening
hours. Site development guidelines include the following:

TC2 Land Use
• Encourage mixed use (within specific blocks) throughout this district
• Promote housing in close proximity to retail uses, specifically targeting locations along

the edge of Town Center Park
• Include a mix of large floor plate variety stores, service and convenience uses (grocery,

drug and hardware stores), specialty shops and other destination retailers
• Emphasize Sunwood Drive as the commercial ‘Main Street’

TC2 Building Placement
• Generally, buildings should be located at the street right-of-way line (zero setback),

allowing recessed space for outdoor dining and other sidewalk activities; no more than
40% of building beyond maximum setback

• Generally, buildings should be located parallel to the street they face
• Buildings should be placed at all four corners of key intersections
• Reduce the scale and mass (street side visual impacts) of large floor plate buildings by

including liner stores or break up building façades into smaller sections
• Large, blank walls along any public street are unacceptable
• Greater emphasis should be given to architectural elements, materials and other design

features for buildings located at primary intersections, for example, at Sunwood and
Zeolite, or at key development entries, for example, at Sunwood and Armstrong –
frequently these locations can be seen from several directions, from a distance, or sit at
prominent crossroads and will likely become future landmarks as the Town Center
develops

• Minimize openings between buildings where storefronts line the street, although
limited driveway access (one per block along destination streets) and some provision
for pedestrian connections through blocks are encouraged – large gaps in the building
wall along street frontage to accommodate surface parking lots, greater building
setbacks or other purposes are discouraged

Site Develpment
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Overview
Buildings in the Commercial Sub-district
make a significant contribution to first
impressions of the Town Center.
Buildings form gateways at the major
entries into the site, architectural
elements and choice of materials convey
a certain character and the scale or
massing of structures begins to define the
feel or experience of this place. These are
not just ‘commodity’ buildings, but
instead should raise the bar in terms of
overall design and specific details that
make the Town Center unique, inviting
and memorable. Architecture to be ‘4-
sided’ at all locations visible to public
areas. Emphasis to be on great design
along public street frontage. Architecture
guidelines include the following:

TC2 Building Design, Character and
Expression
• Provide a variety of building types and

styles, expressed both in large scale
(overall building) and small scale
(design details)

• Emphasize transparency at street level
to encourage two way viewing – both
window shopping and eyes on the
street

• Promote interesting, animated
architectural features without being
thematic or artificial – faux decorative
elements are discouraged

• Avoid large, unarticulated façades
• Emphasize important intersections

and other nodes by placing distinctive
architectural elements or interesting
façades at these prominent locations

• Provide a variety of front elevations
for rows of buildings along any given
block

Architechture

TC2 Scale, Proportion and Building Height
• Provide a variety of building heights along any given block, perhaps related to

changes in use or at demising walls – commercial buildings should express 12 foot
first floor height

• Articulate front façades with projections and recesses
• Encourage increased building height and larger scale buildings adjacent to the

railroad corridor, Armstrong Boulevard and as you approach the core sub-district
• Promote multiple stories in this sub-district, but single story buildings are

acceptable; continuous height rooflines should not dominate any street frontage and
should be a minimum of 18 feet to the roofline

TC2 Street Presence
• Emphasize pedestrian experience with architectural features at street level – canopies,

decorative light fixtures and material details
• Encourage variety of color, texture and materials to complement other streetscape

elements
• Conceal service entries, loading facilities and mechanical services from view along

public streets as much as possible
• Create a continuous building edge for the majority of street frontage, visually

connecting adjacent buildings with complimentary façade treatments – in limited
areas where gaps occur, architectural treatments, windows and detailing of side
façades should match front façade
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TC2 Windows and Doors
• Maximize glass openings for all ground

level, street front façades - especially
for retail, restaurant and other
commercial uses – recommend 535%
minimum of total ground level façade,
or demonstrate great design through
other means

• Provide real window openings for all
street facing façades 

• Provide recessed entries wherever
possible

• Use clear or lightly tinted glass for all
windows and doors – mirrored,
reflective or highly tinted glazing is
unacceptable; faux windows are not
allowed

• Provide primary access doors facing
public streets

TC2 Materials
• Provide a diverse mix of materials, applied in a variety of

proportions, exposures and detailing within a block, or alonga
street

• Encourage durable, high quality materials - local sources if
available

• Siding is not allowed (vinyl, metal, wood) except as a
complimentary use

• Encourage the use of mostly brick or comparable alternative;
minimum requirement of 50% of non-glazed wall area

• Metal and wood components are acceptable as a
complimentary use

• Accommodate changes in material as follows – return 8 foot
minimum at side walls and avoid terminating in the same plane

• Encourage overhead projections, either as a specific building
component or as permanent/temporary canopies

• Avoid overly complex or arbitrary use of materials
• Include smaller scale elements, variety of materials and careful

detailing to support street level activities and enhance the
pedestrian experience
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Overview
The Workplace Sub-district also
encourages a mix of large and small floor
plate buildings, but instead of commercial
or entertainment, this area of the Town
Center is dominated by office and
institutional uses. With opportunities for
corporate or medical campus
development comes the attendant auto-
related infrastructure – easy access,
bigger streets and large surface parking
lots. Once again, this suggests that equal
attention be paid to public realm and
streetscape improvements that not only
accommodate vehicles, but also invite
bicycle and pedestrian traffic. South Park,
an active, neighborhood scale,
recreational play space has been
proposed for this sub-district, but small
pocket parks, squares or other gathering
places are also encouraged. In addition,
streetscape improvements provide an
important public amenity and inviting
pedestrian connection to adjacent sub-
districts. Public realm and streetscape
guidelines include the following:

TC3 Parks, plazas and other public
gathering spaces
Public spaces in the Mixed Use Core
should:
• Blend both contemporary and

traditional motifs with a focus on
pedestrian use

• Encourage a balance of hardscape with
landscape; a mix of pavements with
plantings.

• Promote an overall landscape character
that tends toward a more urban park or
campus feel, with structured spaces,
open lawns and layered garden plantings

• Provide a variety of opportunities to
capture different microclimates with
many choices for seating and access to
both sun and shade

• Promote safety and security in all
design solutions, including landscape
lighting, open views into the site, and
accessibility

• Provide seasonal interest and color;
promote high quality materials and
finishes

• Provide opportunities and specific sites
for public art

Public Realm/Streetscape

TC3 Street/sidewalk dimensions and
streetscape elements
Destination streets (like Sunwood) and
connector streets (like Rhinestone) must
balance a high level of service for the
automobile with attractive and inviting
amenities for the pedestrian (see
street/sidewalk diagram) including:
• Provide gracious sidewalk width to

support intensity of pedestrian traffic
• Install street trees to frame the street

and provide shade
• Provide street lighting that meets all

safety standards and design criteria,
while creating a signature character for
this district 

• Explore street light spacing, height and
type of fixtures to support the uses and
activities in this sub-district (note
however that too much light is as bad as
too little)

• Explore a range of options for
streetscape improvements including
special pavements, interesting concrete
tinting or scoring patterns, additional
plantings, ornamental fencing and other
features (note however that simpler is
better and too much clutter is a
negative)

TC3 Bicycle/pedestrian connections 
(on-street and off-street)
The Town Center Master Plan describes a
network of bicycle/pedestrian trails and
walkways (both on and off-street) that
connect adjacent sub-districts to one
another. These connections tend to become
part of the shared right of way along the
major streets. Bicycle riders may choose to
share the street with vehicular traffic, or
dismount and walk their bicycles along with
the other pedestrians using the sidewalks.
There is no provision for dedicated bike
lanes on any of the Workplace Sub-district
streets at this time. However, providing and
maintaining these bicycle and pedestrian
connections should be a key component for
all development projects.

TC3 Residential courts, pocket parks
and other private green space
Along with proposed public parks and
great streets, there are many opportunities
to integrate private courtyards and pocket
parks within this sub-district. These small-
scale greens provide important ‘breathing
space’, contribute to stormwater
management and offer additional
recreational amenities (tot lot, sitting
areas) to serve specific building tenants or
residents. Back gardens, auto-courts and
other options should be considered as part
of residential and commercial
development plans in this sub-district.
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South Park – frequently these locations
can be seen from several directions,
perhaps terminate a view from a distance
down the street or sit at a prominent
activity node and will likely become future
landmarks or helpful
orientation/wayfinding icons as the Town
Center develops
• Minimize openings between buildings,

although limited driveway access (one
per block along destination streets)
and some provision for pedestrian
connections through blocks are
encouraged – gaps in the building wall
along street frontage to accommodate
large surface parking lots, greater
building setbacks or other purposes are
discouraged

• Encourage recessed entries and
windows to create street-level interest,
variety and pedestrian scale along
street frontage

• No more than 25% of street frontage
can be utilized for surface parking lots

Overview
The mix of medical, office, institutional
and other uses in this sub-district suggest
the potential for a campus-like
arrangement of buildings on some
blocks. These blocks would tend to be
more internally oriented than in other
districts, with driveways, parking lots,
courtyards and walkway connections in
the center, ringed by buildings around the
outside. Buildings would still face
adjacent streets, with both primary and
secondary entries provided to animate
these important façades, particularly
along Ramsey Boulevard, Sunwood Drive
and Rhinestone Street. While the
Workplace sub-district also encourages
mixed use, this desired development
objective will likely occur mostly within
blocks, not within individual buildings as
seen in other districts.  Site development
guidelines include the following:

TC3 Land Use
• Encourage horizontal mixed use (within

each block) throughout this district,
and explore potential for vertical mixed
use (within each building) where
possible 

• Encourage residential development,
perhaps targeting senior housing near
the core sub-district and rental units
above storefronts along Sunwood Drive
or adjacent to the park

• Include a mix of office, medical,
institutional, housing, food venues and
other uses that encourage a variety of
activities throughout the day.

TC3 Building Placement
• Generally, buildings should be located

at the street right-of-way line (zero
setback), allowing recessed areas for
building entries; no more than 60% of
building beyond maximum setback

• Buildings should be placed at all four
corners of key intersections

• Greater emphasis should be given to
architectural elements, materials and
other design features for buildings
located at primary intersections, for
example, at Sunwood and Rhinestone,
or where streets intersect with parks,
for example the streets that front on

TC3  Parking Strategies
• Provide parking spaces to support

typical daily use, satisfying both
quantity and location needs through a
mix of on-street, surface lots internal to
the block, underground and ramped
parking solutions

• Encourage shared parking solutions
that support special events or around
the clock shifts in destination, audience
– take advantage of peak/off-peak hours
of operation for various uses within
this, and adjacent sub-districts

• Locate surface parking lots away from
the major streets, either behind or to
the side of primary buildings; large
surface parking lots along major street
frontage are not allowed

• Discourage driveway access to parking
facilities along Sunwood Drive in favor
of side streets or along Civic Center
Drive

Site Development
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Overview
Buildings in the Workplace Sub-district
also make a significant contribution to
first impressions as people enter the
Town Center via Highway 10, Ramsey
Boulevard and Sunwood Drive.
Buildings form gateways at the major
entries into the site, architectural
elements and choice of materials convey
quality and permanence, and the scale
or massing of structures begins to
define the feel and character of this
place. The proposed mix of uses within
this subdistrict suggest a variety of
potential building types – blending
medical campus with small office,
storefront and some housing demands
design creativity and innovation to
highlight unique architecture, and knit
the entire sub-district together as a
coherent whole. Architecture to be ‘4-
sided’ at all locations visible to public
areas. Emphasis to be on great design
along public street frontage. Architecture
guidelines include the following:

TC3 Building Design, Character and
Expression
• Provide a variety of building types and

styles, expressed both in large scale
(overall building) and small scale 
(design details)

• Emphasize transparency at street level
to encourage two way viewing – both
window shopping and eyes on the
street

• Promote interesting, animated
architectural features without being
thematic or artificial – faux
decorativeelements are discouraged

• Avoid large, unbroken façades
• Emphasize important intersections

and other nodes by placing distinctive
architectural elements or interesting
façades at these prominent locations

• Provide a variety of front elevations
for rows of buildings along any given
block

Architecture

TC3 Scale, Proportion and Building Height
• Provide a variety of building heights along any given block, perhaps related to

changes in use or at demising walls 
• Articulate front façades with projections and recesses
• Encourage increased building height, higher density and larger scale buildings

adjacent to the Civic Square and Downtown Commons
• Promote multiple stories in this sub-district, but occasional single storybuildings are

acceptable; continuous height rooflines and single story buildings should not
dominate any street frontage and should be a minimum of 18 feet to the roofline

TC3 Street Presence
• Emphasize pedestrian experience with architectural features at street level –

canopies, decorative light fixtures and material detail
• Encourage variety of color, texture and materials to complement other streetscape

elements
• Conceal service entries, loading facilities and mechanical services from view along

public streets
• Create a continuous building edge along street frontage, visually connecting

adjacent buildings with complimentary façade treatments
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TC3 Windows and Doors
• Maximize glass openings for all ground level, street front

façades – especially for retail, restaurant and other
commercial uses – recommend 35% minimum of total
ground level façade, or demonstrate great design through
other means

• Provide real window openings for all street facing façades
above ground level – recommend 40% minimum of total
façade

• Provide recessed entries wherever possible
• Use clear glass for all windows and doors – mirrored,

reflective or highly tinted glazing is discouraged
• Provide primary access doors facing public streets

TC3 Materials
• Provide a diverse mix of materials, applied in a variety of

proportions, exposures and detailing within a block, or along
a street

• Encourage durable, high quality materials - local sources if
available

• Siding is not allowed (vinyl, metal, wood) except as a
complimentary use

• Encourage the use of mostly brick or comparable alternative;
minimum requirement of 35% of non-glazed wall area

• Encourage overhead projections, either as a specific building
component or as permanent/temporary canopies

• Avoid overly complex or arbitrary use of materials
• Include smaller scale elements, variety of materials and

careful detailing to support street level activities and enhance
the pedestrian experience
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Overview
Two prominent public parks supply much of the informal green
space for the Town Center, and more specifically, provide the
valuable park frontage and mix of amenities needed to support
housing development within the Neighborhood Sub-district.
North Park surrounds an existing wetland and provides open
space for year-round activities including a proposed sledding hill.
Town Center Park cuts through the heart of the property and is
characterized by wetlands, ponds and a meandering stream
channel surrounded by gently sloping hills. Other park features
include active and passive recreation areas, natural and
manicured landscapes, education and interpretation
opportunities, pedestrian and bicycle trails and many other
amenities. Tree-lined streets connect these parks to surrounding
residential neighborhoods and to nearby parks and amenities
throughout the Town Center. Public realm and streetscape
guidelines include the following:

TC4 Parks, plazas and other public gathering spaces
Public spaces in the Neighborhood Sub-district should:
• Blend both contemporary and traditional motifs with a focus

onpedestrian and bicycle use, large and small group gatherings
• Emphasize informal green space, but also include a balance of

hardscape with landscape; some paved areas integrated with
plantings.

• Promote an informal or natural landscape appearance – this
does not mean it isn’t mown and maintained, but instead
reflects the idea of soft landforms, groves of trees, meandering
walks and other less structured elements

• Integrate stormwater management practices and features into
park design as described in overall guidelines

• Take advantage of different microclimates, including sun and
shade, orientation (north, south, east, west), top of
slope/bottom of slope, water’s edge

• Promote safety and security in all design solutions, including
landscape lighting, open views into the site, and accessibility

• Provide seasonal interest and color; promote high quality
materials and finishes

• Provide opportunities and specific sites for public art, special
events, performance

TC4 Street/sidewalk dimensions and streetscape elements
Destination streets (like Town Center Parkway) and connector
streets (like Rhinestone) should not only work for the automobile,
but should also provide a safe, attractive and inviting experience
for the pedestrian (see street/sidewalk diagram) including:
• Provide ample walk widths to support intensity of pedestrian

use and bicycle traffic – recommend 6 foot minimum for
pedestrian walks and 10 foot minimum for bicycle paths

• Provide urban streetscape solutions (sidewalks, boulevard
plantings, curb and gutter) along Ramsey, Armstrong and
Bunker Lake Boulevards, replacing the existing rural road
sections (road shoulder, drainage ditch) 

• Install street trees to frame the street and provide shade

• Provide street lighting that meets all safety standards and
design criteria, creates a signature for this sub-district and
compliments overall lighting design for the Town Center

• Explore street light spacing, height and type of fixtures that fit
with residential use (note, however, that too much light is as
bad as too little)

• Explore a range of options for streetscape improvements
including special pavements, interesting concrete tinting or
scoring patterns, additional plantings, ornamental fencing and
other features (note, however, that simpler is better and too
much clutter is a negative)

TC4 Bicycle/pedestrian connections (on-street and off-street)
The Master Plan describes a network of bicycle/pedestrian trails
and walkways (both on and off-street) that connect sub-districts
to various amenities within the Town Center and to the rest of the
City. Proposed park improvements include off-street pedestrian
and bicycle paths including grade-separated crossings through
Town Center Park at Rhinestone and Zeolite Streets. Bicycle
riders may choose to share the street with vehicular traffic, but
there is no provision for dedicated bike lanes on any of the Town
Center streets at this time. Providing and maintaining bicycle and
pedestrian connections should be a key component for all
development projects in this sub-district.

TC4 Residential courts, pocket parks and other private 
green space
Along with proposed public parks and great streets, there are
many opportunities to integrate private courtyards and pocket
parks within the Neighborhood Sub-district. These small-scale
greens provide important ‘breathing space’, contribute to
stormwater management and offer additional recreational
amenities (tot lot, sitting areas) to serve specific building tenants
or residents. Back gardens, auto-courts and other options should
be considered as part of every residential site development plan.

Public Realm/Streetscape
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Overview
The Neighborhood Sub-district emphasizes
residential development. To support the
proposed mix of housing, a framework of
streets and blocks, based on the traditional
grid system, encourages compact
development patterns with increasing
densities closer to the heart of the Town
Center. Typical blocks either front onto
signature parks or include some private
green space within the site; many blocks
have both. The major streets that frame this
property, including Ramsey, Armstrong and
Bunker Lake Boulevards, provide an
important ‘face’ for this sub-district.
Residential front doors will connect with
public walks along each of these streets
promoting the urban character of the Town
Center. Site development guidelines include
the following:

TC4 Land Use
• Provide a mix of housing types, styles

and price range including a variety of
unit and building types within each
block

• Promote increased density closer to the
Mixed Use Core Sub-district and along
major streets, specifically targeting
locations along Town Center Parkway
and the surrounding boulevard streets

TC4 Building Placement
• Building setbacks are based on three

factors – housing type, street width and
the combination of desired public
streetscape improvements and private
‘garden’ spaces

• Special consideration should be given
to architectural elements, materials and
other design features for buildings
located at primary intersections, for
example, at Bunker Lake Boulevard and
Town Center Drive

• Special attention should be given where
streets intersect with parks, for
example many of the streets that front
on or end near Town Center Park

• No more than 25% of building beyond
maximum setback

Site Development

• Minimize openings between buildings, although limited driveway access and some
provision for pedestrian connections through blocks are encouraged – gaps in the
building wall along street frontage to accommodate surface parking lots, greater
building setbacks or other purposes are discouraged

• Build to corners of each block, maintaining the building wall at street intersections

TC4 Parking Strategies
• Incorporate surface parking lots into the center of blocks, screened from public streets

with landscape, fencing and other ornamental elements
• Locate majority of visitor parking on-street
• Locate garage doors away from public view; garage doors fronting on public streets are

not allowed
• Avoid long stretches of garage doors in the same plane – recesses and projections,

landscape features and other site elements will provide some relief to this building face

AA

•  Build to corners
•  Treat both sides as fronts
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Overview
The largest in terms of overall acreage, the Neighborhood Sub-
district will define the character and quality of the entire northern
half of the Town Center property. With prominent street frontage
along most of the major thoroughfares that serve this site, the
variety of choices for building type, architectural style and design
detailing are crucial decisions that together will promote a safe
and attractive residential neighborhood. Integrating contemporary
and traditional styles is also an important consideration, central to
the notion that a unique and creative model for housing
development will be a signature for the Town Center. Architecture
to be ‘4-sided’ at all locations visible to public areas. Emphasis to
be on great design along public street frontage. Architecture
guidelines include the following:

TC4 Building Design, Character and Expression
• Provide a variety of building types and styles, expressed both

inlarge scale (overall building) and small scale (design details)
• Express residential character through definition and

identification of individual units within larger buildings
• Vary roof styles along street fronts including some recesses

and setbacks
• Promote interesting, animated architectural features without

being thematic or artificial – faux decorative elements are
discouraged

• Avoid large, unbroken façades, specifically at ‘side elevations’
facing streets

• Emphasize important intersections and other nodes by placing
distinctive architectural elements or interesting façades at these
prominent locations

• Provide distinctly different front elevations for each building
type along any given block

TC4 Scale, Proportion and Building Height
• Provide a variety of architectural elements of different heights

along any given block that serve to break up the predominant
building mass including porches, entry canopies, bay extensions
and other features

• Emphasize individual building and unit entries through changes
in height, scale and massing

• Minimize single story portions of any façade along street
frontage 

• Encourage increased building height, higher density and larger
scale buildings along major streets, along park frontage and
close to the core sub-district

Architecture

TC4 Street Presence
• Locate building and unit entrances on primary façade; articulate

entrances to ensure easy visibility and access
• Provide public / visitor access doors on building façades that

face streets having on-street parking; buildings facing streets
without on-street parking should treat the street-side elevation
as the primary façade including covered porches, canopies,
recesses and projections

• Provide windows and other architectural features for end units
to enhance building
character; blank walls
are not allowed

• Address both street-
facing elevations for
corner buildings; treat
both façades equally
as primary elevations

• Provide outdoor living
space (garden,terrace)
along all public streets
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TC4 Windows and Doors
• Maximize window area and design

diversity along street front façades 
• Provide windows into below grade

levels that extend more than 3 feet
above grade

• Provide recessed entries wherever
possible

• Use clear glass for all windows and
doors – mirrored, reflective or highly
tinted glazing is discouraged

• Provide primary access doors facing
public streets

TC4 Materials
• Provide a diverse mix of materials,

applied in a variety of proportions,
exposures and detailing within a block,
or along a street

• Encourage durable, high quality
materials - local sources if available

• Encourage the use of brick, stone and a
variety of high quality materials

• Discourage the use of vinyl siding;
large expanses of continuous siding is
discouraged

• Include smaller scale elements, variety
of materials and careful detailing that
appeal to pedestrian activities; material
or color changes should occur at these
elements

• Horizontal material changes should only occur at inside corners or should return 8' of
any wall 

• 35% of non-glazed street front wall are should be brick unless building design is
enhanced through other means such as covered porch areas, broken roof lines,
articulated façade and material or color changes.
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Overview
The Town Center Master Plan illustrates
a strong armature of green, including a
mix of public parks, destination
amenities, courtyards, commons and
other features. As a key component of
the overall plan, this integrated system
of parks, trails and open space provides
the framework around which all other
land uses are organized. Placemaking
and connectivity are important site
development considerations, linking
each block and each sub-district with
major public spaces nearby and with
many other amenities and attractions in
the Town Center. Site development
guidelines include the following:

TC5 Land Use
• Encourage connections to proposed

public parks via streets, walkways
andtrails as part of every development
plan

• Encourage the creation of additional
park space, perhaps mostly private or
sem-public greens, as part of every
development plan

• Include park features and recreational
amenities specifically related to
surrounding land use, sub-district
character and defined needs of
adjacent buildings

• Uses, structures and events, other
than those specifically related to
parksand recreational programs and
activities, are not allowed

TC5 Building Placement
• Locate park structures within

reasonable viewing distance from
adjacent streets, or park walkways
and trails, for easy access and visual
surveillance 

• Locate park structures near primary intersections, pedestrian crosswalks and bridge
crossings to create visual markers and interesting objects within the park landscape
– frequently these locations can be seen from several directions, perhaps terminate
a view from a distance down the street or sit at a prominent activity node and will
likely become future landmarks

TC5 Parking Strategies
•Provide on-street parking spaces adjacent to all public and private parks
•Provide options for additional/overflow parking on park property to support
holiday traffic and special events including porous pavements and turf
parking areas (Netlon and other soil amendments)

•Minimize surface parking lots on park property whenever possible to
maximize green space

•Locate surface parking lots away from the major streets and provide
adequate screening that includes plantings, fencing, earth berms or other
attractive solutions

Site Development
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Overview
There are numerous opportunities to
include buildings and other structures as
significant design features within the
proposed parks, trails and open space
system for the Town Center. These
could range from simple picnic shelters
and landscaped arbors to more complex
park buildings that might contain
meeting rooms, rest rooms, storage
areas and other facilities. Design of
these important buildings should
respond to the specific setting and
landscape features in each park, and
complement the overall character and
quality of buildings located within
surrounding blocks. Architecture
guidelines include the following:

TC5 Building Design, Character and
Expression
• Create structures that reflect, and

perhaps blend qualities of both the
natural landscape and the unique
urban form of various sub-districts
and specific blocks within the Town
Center

• Provide structures that add character,
comfort and support proposed uses
within each park

• Provide structures that are unique,
highly detailed and durable

• Provide structures that heighten the
overall design character and quality of
the Town Center, where park
buildings, as a separate category,
distinguish themselves as great
architecture

TC5 Scale, Proportion and Building
Height
• Emphasize intimate scale to support

street level activities and promote
pedestrian comfort

• Emphasize scale and proportion that
will complement, not compete, with
surrounding character of park space

TC5 Materials
• Provide a diverse mix of materials,

applied in a variety of proportions and
design details

• Encourage the use of durable, high
quality materials, including brick and
stone, together with woods and metals
to promote the idea of permanence

Architecture
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Overview
The overall structure of the Town Center is based on a system of
linked parks, trails and open space. This includes existing and
proposed parks and trails defined in city and regional parks plans,
joined with new parks and trails within the Town Center. Of equal
importance is the contribution from each block and each
development project to this green structure, adding a variety of
private, semi-private and perhaps some additional public space
throughout each sub-district. Great strolling streets provide
connections between commercial, workplace, entertainment and
residential neighborhoods and encourage shared use for cars,
pedestrians and bicycles. Public realm and streetscape guidelines
include the following:

TC5 Parks, plazas and other public gathering spaces
Public spaces throughout the Town Center should:
• Blend both contemporary and traditional motifs with a focus on

pedestrian use
• Encourage a balance of natural/informal landscapes with

formal/urban plazas and squares; a mix of pavements and
plantings, promenades and meandering trails

• Integrate stormwater management practices and features into
every park design

• Provide a variety of opportunities to capture different
microclimates with many choices for seating - including
movable chairs, fixed benches, open lawn - and access to both
sun and shade

• Provide a variety of levels or elevations to add interest to the
ground plane and to provide informal steps, or lawn terraces
for sitting  

• Promote safety and security in all design solutions, including
landscape lighting, open views into the site, and accessibility

• Provide seasonal interest and color; promote high quality
materials and finishes

• Provide opportunities and specific sites for public art, special
events, performance and markets

Public Realm/Streetscape

TC5 Street/sidewalk dimensions and streetscape elements
Destination streets (like Sunwood), connector streets (like
Rhinestone), and background streets (like many of the residential
neighborhood streets) all front on public parks and all contribute
to the desired connectivity throughout this new community. While
each street must provide a defined level of service for the
automobile, creating attractive and inviting amenities for
pedestrian and bicycle use is equally important. Streets adjacent to
public parks in the Town Center will include the following:
• Provide gracious sidewalk width to support intensity of

pedestrian traffic in the various sub-districts 
• Provide off-street bicycle trails wherever possible
• Install street trees to frame the street and provide shade
• Provide street lighting that meets all safety standards and

design criteria, while creating a signature character for each
sub-district 

• Explore street light spacing, height and type of fixtures to
support uses and activities (note, however, that too much light
is as bad as too little)

• Explore a range of options for streetscape improvements
including special pavements, interesting concrete tinting or
scoring patterns, additional plantings, ornamental fencing and
other features (note, however, that simpler is better and too
much clutter is a negative)



Ramsey Town Center Development Guidelines  33

TC5 Bicycle/pedestrian connections (on-street and off-street)
The Master Plan describes a network of bicycle/pedestrian trails and walkways (both on
and off-street) that connect sub-districts to various amenities within the Town Center and
to the rest of the City. Proposed park improvements include off-street pedestrian and
bicycle paths including grade-separated crossings through Town Center Park at
Rhinestone and Zeolite Streets. Bicycle riders may choose to share the street with
vehicular traffic, but there is no provision for dedicated bike lanes on any of the Town
Center streets at this time. Providing and maintaining bicycle and pedestrian connections
should be a key component for all development projects in this sub-district.

TC5 Residential courts, pocket parks and
other private green space
Along with proposed public parks and great
streets, there are many opportunities to
integrate private courtyards and pocket parks
within the Neighborhood Sub-district. These

small-scale greens provide important
‘breathing space’, contribute to
stormwater management and offer
additional recreational amenities (tot lot,
sitting areas) to serve specific building
tenants or residents. Back gardens, auto-
courts and other options should be
considered as part of every residential site
development plan.
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CC Work Session   2. 5.           

Meeting Date: 08/09/2011  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Title:

Discuss Extension vs. (Request for Proposals) RFP for General Legal Services

Background:

In 2009, the City solicited proposals for attorney services for civil legal services and criminal prosecution legals

services.  The Council selected the law firm of Randall and Goodrich, P.L.C. to serve as city attorney to provide the

legal services and authorized a contract between the City and the attorney.  The agreement was effective July 1,

2009 and was valid through June 30, 2011, inclusive.  

The agreement with Mr. Goodrich has expired and staff is requesting Council direction to extend the current

contract or solicit RFP's for legal services.  The current (expired) contract is attached for Council review.

City professional services contracts are generally reviewed every 2-3 years and have generally been extended

beyond the initial term if the Council is satisfied with performance.  The RFP process takes a significant amount of

staff and Council time and is recommended for larger professional service contracts of this type.

Observations:

The City Attorney has agreed to extend the contract for an additional year, under current contract rates.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the Council consider extending the current contract for one year.

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

Contract for Legal Services

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/29/2011 05:43 PM

Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 07/27/2011 10:56 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/29/2011 











   

CC Work Session   2. 6.           

Meeting Date: 08/09/2011  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Title:

Review 2011 Happy Days Budget

Background:

The City's Happy Days Committee has been meeting monthly working on the event as well as the budget.  Staff is

taking this opportunity to review the status of the budget and sponsorships and gather any input from Council

relating to same.

Funding Source:

Happy Days is supported by event revenue, sponsorships, and the City General Fund.  In addition, revenues from

the Ramsey Raceway will eventually be made available to support the event. 

Council Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

Happy Days Financial 

2011 Sponsorhip

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/29/2011 05:57 PM

Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 07/29/2011 08:30 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/29/2011 
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Business Unit 1/1/2011 - 12/31/2011

GL Explanation / RemarkCredit AmountDebit AmountDescriptionRec/Ck# Account NumberGL DateDoc NoDoc Address NameU

09297 SPECIAL PROJECTS-GENERAL GOVT

                             .
        0296 HAPPY DAYS

JE 33203 1/1/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 500.00 2011 H.D. SPONSORSHIP - PSD

JE 33203 1/1/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 250.00 2011 H.D. SPONSOR-WEIKEL & BOY

RC 32844 1/6/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 5.00 Sale of extra HD Pop Sale of extra HD Pop28032

RC 32845 1/6/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 9.50 Sale of extra HD Pop Sale of extra HD Pop28033

RC 32862 1/6/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 250.00 11 H.D'S DONATION CANVAS CRAFT 11 H.D'S DONATION CANVAS CRAFT28050

RC 32897 1/13/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 100.00 11 H.D'S DNATN HEALING THERAPE 11 H.D'S DNATN HEALING THERAPE28082

RC 32914 1/18/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 500.00 2011 H.D'S DONATION COBORN'S 2011 H.D'S DONATION COBORN'S28106

RC 33018 2/3/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 260.00 ACAPULCO FOOD VENDOR CONTRIBUT ACAPULCO FOOD VENDOR CONTRIBUT28194

JE 33160 2/28/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 5.00 CC SALE OF POP

JE 33160 2/28/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 9.50 CC SALE OF POP

RC 33591 4/25/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 35.00 11 PARADE REG ACE SOLID WASTE 11 PARADE REG ACE SOLID WASTE28635

RC 33685 5/9/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 2011 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR/ FINSTAD 2011 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR/ FINSTAD28711

RC 33686 5/9/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 2011 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR CHIROPRA 2011 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR CHIROPRA28712

RC 33687 5/9/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 30.00 2011 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR SCENTSY 2011 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR SCENTSY28713

RC 33689 5/9/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 2011 H.D'S CRAFT JEWELRY DIETL 2011 H.D'S CRAFT JEWELRY DIETL28715

RC 33715 5/11/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 11 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR L CANYON 11 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR L CANYON28749

RC 33755 5/16/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 50.00 11 H.D'S SPONSORSHIP END ZONE 11 H.D'S SPONSORSHIP END ZONE28785

RC 33775 5/19/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 5,000.00 H.D'S SPONSOR NORTHGATE CHUCH H.D'S SPONSOR NORTHGATE CHUCH28805

RC 33800 5/23/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 35.00 H.D'S PARAGE REG VILLAGE BANK H.D'S PARAGE REG VILLAGE BANK28819

RC 33823 5/26/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 50.00 11 HD CRAFT RUM RIVER CREATION 11 HD CRAFT RUM RIVER CREATION28841

RC 33828 5/26/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 35.00 H.D'S PARADE CUSTOM REMODELERS H.D'S PARADE CUSTOM REMODELERS28846

RC 33854 6/1/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 HD Craft Fair Registration HD Craft Fair Registration28868

RC 33855 6/1/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 HD Craft Fair Registration HD Craft Fair Registration28869

RC 33856 6/1/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 35.00 HD Parade Registration HD Parade Registration28870

RC 33857 6/1/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 2,500.00 HD Sponsorship Donation HD Sponsorship Donation28871

RC 33931 6/14/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 30.00 2011 H.D'S THIRTY ONE GIFTS 2011 H.D'S THIRTY ONE GIFTS28933

RC 33933 6/15/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 HD'S CRAFT FAIR H SULLIVAN HD'S CRAFT FAIR H SULLIVAN28935

RC 33937 6/16/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 1,250.00 HD'S SPONSOR -MAIN STAGE HD'S SPONSOR -MAIN STAGE28939

RC 33953 6/21/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 5.00 H.D'S CAR SHOW ERIK GUNDERSON H.D'S CAR SHOW ERIK GUNDERSON28955

RC 34001 6/27/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 25.00 BOBBY MELCHER-HD CRAFT FAIR BOBBY MELCHER-HD CRAFT FAIR28996

RC 34009 6/27/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 30.00 H.D'S CRAFT FAIR S MCGAVER H.D'S CRAFT FAIR S MCGAVER29004

RC 34013 6/28/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 35.00 H.D'S PARADE CREATIVE KIDS ACA H.D'S PARADE CREATIVE KIDS ACA29010

RC 34024 6/29/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 30.00 HD Craft Fair/Bus Expo Registr HD Craft Fair/Bus Expo Registr29021

PV 58305 7/12/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 1126735.00 REFUND 29021 NO ELEC CREATIVE KIDS ACADEMY86060

PV 58313 7/12/2011         0296.4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 1126725.00 REFUND 29004- NO ELEC MCGAVER,SHANON86092
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Company 09297 Div     Continued

24.50 11,224.50 Net11,200.00-        0296.4609             Total

JE 33791 5/31/2011         0296.6247 HAPPY DAYS SUPPLIES 1.76 POSTAGE ALLOCATION

1.76 Net1.76        0296.6247             Total

JE 33160 2/28/2011         0296.6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 5.00 CC SALE OF POP

JE 33160 2/28/2011         0296.6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 9.50 CC SALE OF POP

PV 57551 5/17/2011         0296.6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 11216450.00 HAPPY DAYS DEP DJ NEON EXPRESS ENTERTAINMENT85594

PV 57552 5/17/2011         0296.6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 1111451,300.00 DEP JOHNNY HOLM 9-17-11 HORIZON TALENT AGENCY85592

PV 57553 5/17/2011         0296.6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 1115321,827.50 HAPPY DAYS- INFLATABLES USA INFLATABLES85595

3,177.50 14.50 Net3,163.00        0296.6249             Total

3,203.76 11,239.00 8,035.24- Net        0296 HAPPY DAYS

3,203.76 11,239.00                             . 8,035.24- Net

3,203.76 11,239.00SPECIAL PROJECTS-GENERAL GOVT09297 Net8,035.24-



Sponsor Amount In-Kind? Event Check ReceiveContact Name Contact Phone Contact Address Contact City, State, ZIP Contact Email

Platinum Sponsor
Northgate Church $5,000.00 Inflatables for Kids yes Wayne Skaff 763-205-6177
Connexus Energy $2,500.00 5K and Kid's Fun R yes Samantha Neral 763-323-2636 14601 Ramsey Blvd Ramsey, MN 55303 samanthan@connexusenergy.com
Bolton & Menk $1,250.00 Main Stage yes Kevin F. Bittner 763‐433‐2851  7533 Sunwood Drive NW, Suite 206 Ramsey, MN 55303 kevinbi@bolton‐menk.com

Total Platinum $8,750.00

Gold Sponsor
PSD, LLC $500.00 x Val Kruger 763-427-5955 7533 Sunwood Drive NW Ramsey, MN  55303 val.kruger@pdslanddevelopment.c
Coborn's $500.00 x Vicky Wredbury 763-576-6821 7900 Sunwood Drive NW Ramsey, MN  55303

Total Gold $1,000.00

Silver Sponsor
Weikel & Boyd Law Firm, $250.00 x Kristi Weikel 763-323-7676 7533 Sunwood Drive NW Ramsey, MN  55303 kristiweikel@weikellaw.com
Canvas Craft Inc. $250.00 x Matt Franta 763-421-2506 7815 Riverdale Drive NW Ramsey, MN  55303 pam@canvascraft.inc

Total Silver $500.00

Bronze Sponsor
Healing Therapeutic Servi $100.00 x Jennifer Zenz-Olson 763-427-2590 7850 Riverdale Drive NW, St C Ramsey, MN  55303 jzenzolson@healingts.com
End Zone Bar & Grill $50.00 x Gary Gruber 763-433-2615 6415 Hwy #10 NW Ramsey, MN  55303 ggruber@q.com
Al Pearson Hay Bales

Total Silver $150.00

Total Cash $10,400.00



om



   

CC Work Session   4. 1.           

Meeting Date: 08/09/2011  

By: Amy Dietl, Administrative Services

Title:

Review Future Work Session Topics/Calendar

Background:

Attached is the list of Future Topics/Calendar for Council review and information.

Funding Source:

n/a

Council Action:

No formal action necessary - for review and informational purposes only.

Attachments

Future Topics/Calendar

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Amy Dietl 08/04/2011 04:10 PM

Form Started By: Amy Dietl Started On: 08/04/2011 04:08 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/04/2011 



Work Session Calendar 

2011 

Month Date Topics for Discussion 

Others on List 

– including 

2011 Strategic 

Planning Items 

  Look at pilot programs (e.g. volunteer programs – low maintenance) 

 Proactively recruit residential development and seek builders input 

 Review development fees and standards regarding construction 

 Develop TIF tracking plan with regard to fiscal disparities impact 

 Establish fund reserve policy 

 Review City-owned lands and create plan for it – scheduled for July 12 agenda 

 Review park programming and potential reallocation of parks – scheduled for 

July 12 agenda – included in Review City owned land . . . 

 Construct boat landing at River’s Bend – was reviewed with Council and 

determined it was not a priority at this location. 

 Build on outdoors/sportsmen’s market (e.g. stock pond/lake) 

 Coordinate COR marketing and City marketing 

 Create Master Plan 167
th

 Avenue/Highway 47 – plan for redevelopment – 

Discuss after Joint Meeting between CC & EDA 

 Develop community center/indoor sports complex 

 Old Town Hall relocation 

 Review & revise Development Management contract and manage COR 

expenditures 

 Consider creation of a Transportation Taxing District 

 Seek grant funding for transportation projects and service delivery  

 Complete US 10/ County Road 83 interchange design – pursue funding 

 Establish position on TH #47 South of Bunker to Highway #10 

Public Works  

 Review plan for US Highway #10 pedestrian overpass and connection with 

Municipal Center ramp 

 Review Dirt Road Elimination Policy (DREP) 

 Create opportunities for snowmobile, four-wheeler & golf cart use  

 Review sidewalk plowing policy 
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