
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

City Council Work Session

Tuesday August 30, 2011

5:30 p.m.

Lake Itasca Room 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Topics for Discussion
 

1. 2012 General Fund Budget
 

2. Initiate 2011 Park’s Capital Improvement – Central Park’s Parkway
 

3. Consider Proposal from Landowner for the Conveyance of Land for the Trott Brook Greenway and Trail.
 

4. Review Proposed Floor Plan for Single Family Dwelling in the Ramsey Town Center 10th Addition
 

5. Application for Aid to Firefighter Grants (AFG Grants)
 

3. Future Topics for Discussion - See Attached Calendar
 

1. Review Future Topics/Calendar
 

4. Mayor/Council/Staff Input
 

5. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

CC Work Session   2. 1.           

Meeting Date: 08/30/2011  

By: Diana Lund, Finance

Title:

2012 General Fund Budget

Background:

Continued discussion of the 2012 General Fund budget.  

Discussion will include the legislative change in the market value homestead credit.  Prior to payable 2012, the

market value homestead credit was subtracted from the gross property tax bill and the homeowner paid the net tax. 

For 2012, the monetary reduction is gone and a reduction in the taxable value of the home will take its place.  The

net result is an overall reduction of the city's total taxable tax capacity. 

Other items that need to be addressed are the net effects on later years for using one-time money in 2012 for

reducing debt and street maintenance costs, as well as the effect of having TIF 1 come back online for 2012.    

Funding Source:

None Required.

Council Action:

Discussion only.  Preliminary budget will need to be adopted by September 13, 2011.

Attachments

Preliminary 2012 General Fund Budget

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 08/25/2011 09:48 AM

Heidi Nelson Heidi Nelson 08/25/2011 10:22 AM

Diana Lund (Originator) Diana Lund 08/25/2011 11:29 AM

Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 08/24/2011 11:17 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/25/2011 

























   

CC Work Session   2. 2.           

Meeting Date: 08/30/2011  

By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Initiate 2011 Park’s Capital Improvement – Central Park’s Parkway

Background:

The 2011 Parks Capital Improvement Program proposes the conversion of the existing park drive up to the Park

Center Building in Central park to a ‘one-way,’ with the extension of this to the east, toward softball fields #5 and

#6.   At that point additional parking bays may be added, and the parkway would continue to the property line –

joining a new (both-way) public road on a north/south alignment (Yolite Street on the grid), extending south (only

at this time) to the existing 161st Avenue.

This estimated $230,000 + capital improvement is in the CIP as a solution to the need for additional parking during

peak periods, and to reduce pedestrian/vehicle conflicts on the driveway leading up to the Park Center Building. 

On August 11th, 2011, the Park and Recreation Commission recommended to City Council that up to $250,000 in

Park Trust Funds be appropriated for this park improvement.

Attached is a schematic design illustrating the proposed parkway and parking improvements.

Notification:

Observations:

An opportunity for developing the improvements discussed, exists as the St. Katherine Drexel Church owns the

37.5 acres east of the park, and under any development scenario, Park Dedication is due, resulting in the ROW

needed for the aforementioned parkway and future street. 

In 2010, City Council identified the Central Park 'parkway' as a Strategic Goal, and authorized staff to enter into

discussions with the church to see if the land could be acquired in advance of development, such that the parkway

could be constructed in 2011.  After a lengthy period of negotiation, the church and city staff have terms generally outlined

outlined that appear mutually favorable.  (It should be noted that there are details and interprations within the

church's request that have yet to be discussed.)

The purpose of this Topic Report is to receive consensus agreement to prepare Plans and Specs for the 2011 Capital

Improvement at which point they would come forward to City Council with authorization to solicit bids.  The

formal Acquisition Agreement would be approved at this same time - such that the project may substantially

complete before the peak park patron period in May of 2012.

Also attached is the proposed terms the church requests be addressed as part of the Acquisition Agreement.  This

agreement when complete and approved by both parties would clarify the terms, specify responsibilities and further

identify Park Dedication parameters and time-lines; at which point the City Attorney would draft a recordable

instrument that would 'run with the land' and accordingly bind the parties.

Funding Source:

This project is shown within the 2011 - 2015 CIP as funded by the Park Trust Fund at $135,000 for 2011.  Staff



This project is shown within the 2011 - 2015 CIP as funded by the Park Trust Fund at $135,000 for 2011.  Staff

recommends that the new improvements include concrete curb and gutter, and therefore the project cost and scope

may include monies and elements that were originally proposed for future years.

This Topic Report does not authorize funding but does approve the expenditure in staff time (or consultant services)

to prepare the Plans and Specs, and the Acquisition Agreement which are within the General Fund budgets of

Engineering and Parks.

Staff Recommendation:

Commission Action:

Consensus agreement to direct staff to proceed to preparing Plans and Specifications, as well as an Acquisition

Agreement with St. Kathrine Drexel Church for Central Park's Parkway and related improvements. 

Attachments

Schematic Design

Church's Request

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/25/2011 09:32 AM

Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 08/24/2011 

Final Approval Date: 08/25/2011 





Proposal to the City of Ramsey

The Parish Council has been given permission by the Archdiocese of St. Paul to act on 
the proposal that was presented earlier this year by the City of Ramsey.  While we agree 
with many of the terms of the proposal, the following is a list of items that we propose to 
be included in the agreement.

1. All costs that are related to the proposal would be paid for by the City of Ramsey 
(City).  The Catholic Church of St. Katharine Drexel (Church) would not be 
responsible for any monetary contribution associated with completing this 
transaction.

2. The contribution of the 2.0 acres of land (Value based on appraisal: $ 200,000.00) 
will cover all park dedication and trail development fees for the entire 37.5 acre 
property at the commercial rate (land contribution equal to 5% of gross area for 
park dedication and $1090.00 per acre for trail development fees).  The Church 
and/or archdiocese will not be required to pay any additional park dedication or 
trail development fees regardless of the type of development as long as the 
Church and/or archdiocese is the owner of the property (i.e. Residential, PUD, 
etc).  If any of the land is to be sold, the purchaser would not be required to pay 
park dedication fees unless the purchaser chooses to develop the property with a 
development classification other than commercial.  The purchaser would be 
required to pay any difference based on type of development.

3. Access points to the west boundary will be established as part of this agreement 
and will be included in the construction on the roadway at no cost to the Church.

4. The Church will provide a natural path that parallels 161st Ave. from Variolite St. 
to Central Park for public use.  If a paved path is desired, the Church will allow 
the City to install a path along the same route as the natural path.  If a paved path 
is constructed, the cost will be picked up by the City and the cost of the path will 
not be assessed to the Church.

5. Completion of the road to the North is required within five (5) years.  All costs 
associated with completion of the road will be covered by the City and no costs 
will be assessed to the Church.  Additional access points to the West boundary 
will be established at the point of construction and will be included at no cost to 
the Church.

6. If the initial construction of either roadway does not include curb and gutter, any 
costs associated with the installation of curb and gutter in the future will be picked 
up by the City and no costs will be assessed to the Church.



   

CC Work Session   2. 3.           

Meeting Date: 08/30/2011  

By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Consider Proposal from Landowner for the Conveyance of Land for the Trott Brook Greenway and Trail.

Background:

As Council is aware, for almost two decades the city as been acquiring park land for the future Trott Brook Trail,

some which is in place and in use; (such as portions to the north of North Fork and the Brookfield subdivisions).  In

fact, approximately half of the land from St. Francis Boulevard, west to Ramsey's border with Elk River is in place.

Attached is an exhibit that shows the larger looped system of trails around the city and certain park connections -

with the Trott Brook Greenway to the north, along the brook itself.

Observations:

While it is anticipated that the city will continue to add to the Trott Brook Greenway with grants and through the

subdivision process - the purpose of this Topic Report is to react to a proposal from a landowner to convey land for

the trail and greenway via a somewhat different mechanism.

As this landowner has requested the city respond to the proposal, portions of this work session Topic Report may be

closed to the public.  Staff will provide additional detail at the meeting, at which time Council may authorize staff

to negotiate an agreement for the receipt of the parcel along the brook.

Funding Source:

This topic Report does not authorize any disbursement of monies.

Council Action:

Consensus to reject the landowners terms to convey land to the city; OR authorize staff to explore the acquisition of

the tract and to bring back for Council consideration, means and methods for adding the land to the Trott Brook

Greenway.

Attachments

Trott Brook 'loop'

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 08/25/2011 09:49 AM

Heidi Nelson Heidi Nelson 08/25/2011 10:24 AM

Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 08/24/2011 11:26 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/25/2011 



Circle Of Ramsey
Trott Brook Greenway at the north



   

CC Work Session   2. 4.           

Meeting Date: 08/30/2011  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Title:

Review Proposed Floor Plan for Single Family Dwelling in the Ramsey Town Center 10th Addition

Background:

The City has received a proposed floor plan for the Ramsey Town Center 10th Addition for a model that has not yet

been constructed in the Development.  Buildings in this development (The COR) are subject to the Design

Guidelines for The COR which have been incorporated into the City's Zoning Ordinance by reference.

Notification:

None required.

Observations:

The City Council briefly discussed the topic of Design Guidelines in a recent Work Session.  The issues addressed

by builders are illustrated by the attached floor plan and email submitted by Dean Willenbring of Re/Max Results,

who submitted the attached floor plan.  Mr. Willenbring has submitted some feedback based on Staff response to the

floor plan.  Mr. Willenbring's response is attached.

The issue the City is attempting to rectify is to identify which original requirements in regards to design standards

are included in the Design Guidelines and which design standards existed under private covenants recorded or

proposed to be recorded on the individual properties.  This has an impact on what the City is legally able to enforce.

The builder desires to construct a single-family home in the very near future.  Given the time constraints, Staff

placed this item for discussion on the Work Session.  Staff will be prepared to provide a more detailed analysis at

the Work Session.  At minimum, Staff recommends the addition of brick or stone on the front facade, which is

supported by the proposed builder.

Recommendation:

Based on discussion.

Funding Source:

The request for review is being handled as part of regular staff duties.

Council Action:

For discussion only.

Attachments

Proposed Plan

Email Response

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Heidi Nelson Heidi Nelson 08/25/2011 10:58 AM

Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 08/25/2011 11:37 AM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 08/25/2011 10:37 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/25/2011 













1

Tim Gladhill

From: Dane Willenbring <dane.willenbring@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 4:42 PM

To: Tim Gladhill

Subject: Ramsey Town Center Plan 

Hi Tim, 
  
To expand on our conversation about the plan that our client would like us to build for them on Lot 1 
Block 1 Ramsey Town Center.  The main reason for the tuckunder style garage is for cost effective 
reasons.  The clients need to have 3 bedrooms on one level.  This plan allows them to have this and 
also be at the price point they can qualify for.  It also meets design criteria set forth in reguards to the 
garage being level with the front of the home.  We currently are building this exact plan in the Aspen 
Hills Second development in Ramsey.  At this point we are about to start trimming that home.  In this 
front elevation we are using a combonation of vynal shakes, vynal vertical siding, over 100 ln. ft. of 
feature boards, carrage style garge doors, color varations to complement each other. We do notice 
however that most if not all the homes in this neigheborhood have some sq ft of stone or brick.  We 
are anticipating the we will need to install some ledgestone/brick on the front portion of the garage.  In 
order to achieve the buyers desired price, the builder, the sales agent, and the developer have used 
creativity and lower margins to make this happen for our clients.  Our intention in this is to create 
some activity to entice interest from future potential home buyers.    
  
  
At this point we are ready to begin construction and apply for our building permit with the City of 
Ramsey.  
  
Thank You, 
  
  

Righ
t-
click 
here 
to  
dow
nlo… 

  

Dane A.Willenbring 

RE/MAX Results  
Cell (612) 221-8086 
3351 Round Lake Blvd. NW 
Anoka, MN 55303 
dane.willenbring@yahoo.com 
www.results.net/dane.willenbring 
  



   

CC Work Session   2. 5.           

Meeting Date: 08/30/2011  

By: Dean Kapler, Fire Department

Title:

Application for Aid to Firefighter Grants (AFG Grants)

Background:

Aid to Firefighter Grants has been in effect for many years. The City of Ramsey has been sucessful at being

awarded funding in the past for purchase of items such as: Replacement SCBA's, Mobile SCBA Trailer, Wildland

Turnout Gear, Fire Prevention Vehicle, Additional FD Pagers, Fire Prevention Materials and Equipment, Health

and Fitness Classes and Equipment.

Before beginning the effort of gathering information and quotes, staff would like to get authorization from council

to begin the process.

The AFG's are a matching grant. With Ramsey's population at 23,000+ the match would be 10% of the awarded

amount. It should be noted that with the Joint Powers Agreement with Nowthen, if awarded grant funding is for

Station #3 in Nowthen, it would be expected that Nowthen contributes the appropriate match (5% for Nowthen)

Items for grant application will be covered at the work session in more detail.  

Deadline for application is Sept 9th

Recommendation:

Staff recommends Council authorization to begin grant application process. It should be noted that application does

not mandate accepting funding if rewarded. There is a formal acceptance step in the process at a later date.

Funding Source:

Funding would be provided through the normal Fire Department budget

Council Action:

Authorize/deny application for Aid to Firefighter Grants

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Heidi Nelson Heidi Nelson 08/25/2011 10:25 AM

Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 08/25/2011 11:36 AM

Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 08/25/2011 11:37 AM

Form Started By: Dean Kapler Started On: 08/25/2011 10:01 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/25/2011 



   

CC Work Session   3. 1.           

Meeting Date: 08/30/2011  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Title:

Review Future Topics/Calendar

Background:

Attached to this case is a list of future topics for Council review.

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

No formal action necessary - for review.

Attachments

Future Topics/Calendar

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 08/25/2011 09:46 AM

Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 08/25/2011 09:38 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/25/2011 



Work Session Calendar 

2011 

Month Date Topics for Discussion 

September   Discuss ISO Rating and Program to Improve (HN) 

Others on List 

– including 

2011 Strategic 

Planning Items 

  Look at pilot programs (e.g. volunteer programs – low maintenance) 

 Proactively recruit residential development and seek builders input 

 Review development fees and standards regarding construction 

 Develop TIF tracking plan with regard to fiscal disparities impact 

 Establish fund reserve policy 

 Review City-owned lands and create plan for it – scheduled for July 12 agenda 

 Review park programming and potential reallocation of parks – scheduled for 

July 12 agenda – included in Review City owned land . . . 

 Construct boat landing at River’s Bend – was reviewed with Council and 

determined it was not a priority at this location. 

 Build on outdoors/sportsmen’s market (e.g. stock pond/lake) 

 Coordinate COR marketing and City marketing 

 Create Master Plan 167
th

 Avenue/Highway 47 – plan for redevelopment – 

Discuss after Joint Meeting between CC & EDA 

 Develop community center/indoor sports complex 

 Old Town Hall relocation 

 Review & revise Development Management contract and manage COR 

expenditures 

 Consider creation of a Transportation Taxing District 

 Seek grant funding for transportation projects and service delivery  

 Complete US 10/ County Road 83 interchange design – pursue funding 

 Establish position on TH #47 South of Bunker to Highway #10 

Public Works  

 Review plan for US Highway #10 pedestrian overpass and connection with 

Municipal Center ramp 

 Review Dirt Road Elimination Policy (DREP) 

 Create opportunities for snowmobile, four-wheeler & golf cart use  

 Review sidewalk plowing policy 
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