
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

City Council Work Session

Tuesday September 27, 2011

5:30 p.m. or immed following Committee(s)

Lake Itasca Room 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Topics for Discussion
 

1. Fee for Police Services at End Zone Tent Party on June 3, and June 4, 2011
 

2. Fire Suppression System for City-Owned Property at 6701 Hwy 10
 

3. Future Topics for Discussion - See Attached Calendar
 

1. Review Future Topics/Calendar
 

4. Mayor/Council/Staff Input
 

5. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

CC Work Session   2. 1.           

Meeting Date: 09/27/2011  

By: Diana Lund, Finance

Title:

Fee for Police Services at End Zone Tent Party on June 3, and June 4, 2011

Background:

On June 3 and June 4, 2011 the Ramsey police had two officers provide a total of 20 hours of coverage at the tent

party held at the End Zone Bar & Grill.  Per the city's schedule of rates, fees and charges, End Zone Bar & Grill was

billed for the police coverage at 2.75 times the officer's regular hourly wage or for a total billing of $1,790

which equates to $89.50 per hour of coverage per officer.

The city's policy of charging the 2.75 times staff's regular rate of pay was established in the early 1990's and is

adopted annually by ordinance as part of the City's Schedule of Rates, Fees and Charges.  The 2.75 is to cover the

overtime rate of staff, medicare, social security, pera, worker's comp, and overhead costs such as additional

administration fees - invoicing, postage, insurance, gas, wear & tear on vehicles, etc.  

Gary Gruber, owner of the End Zone contacted the city that he is not in agreement of the amount charged and feels

that it is too high.  The City Clerk and the Police Chief were the the parties present when Mr. Gruber filled out the

respective paper work for the tent permit.  The Police Chief noted on the bottom of the permit that the city's rate was

2.75 X staff's hourly rate.  This documentation, also a listing of other organizations that have used city police

services and amounts billed were sent to Mr Gruber.  Attached is the documentation that was mailed Mr. Gruber.

End Zone is one of the properties that is listed as delinquent and is on the city's certification list, of which, the

public hearing will be held at tonigh't meeting.  

Notification:

Mr. Gruber asked to address city council regarding the billing he received for police services and will be present at

the worksession.

Funding Source:

Police services are paid from the respective overtime and benefit accounts of the Police Department. 

Council Action:

Discussion of invoiced billing in relation to police services for tent party held at End Zone Bar and Grill on June 3

& 4, 2011, and in the process of being certified to 2012 property taxes. 

Attachments

End Zone Letter

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Jim Way Jim Way 09/20/2011 02:35 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 09/22/2011 02:23 PM

Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 09/20/2011 11:37 AM

Final Approval Date: 09/22/2011 



















   

CC Work Session   2. 2.           

Meeting Date: 09/27/2011  

By: Aaron Backman, Administrative

Services

Title:

Fire Suppression System for City-Owned Property at 6701 Hwy 10

Background:

The City of Ramsey acquired the property at 6701 Hwy 10 in September of 2005.  The 28,000 sq. ft building

includes 18,000 sq. ft. of cold storage that is utilized by Sharp & Associates to store boats, RVs, and other vehicles,

and approximately 10,000 sq. ft of office space formerly occupied by NAU Country Insurance.  In February of 2007

the City leased 4,820 sq. ft. or the east side of the office space to Youth First Community of Promise.  Three years

later the lease was modified with the lessee being the Northwest Anoka County Community Consortium.  Youth

First continues to operate in the east side of the office space.  The City constructed a demizing wall dividing the

office area in the middle and has undertaken other maintenance activities pertaining to the property.

At the beginning of July of 2011, the United Methodist Church of Anoka approached the Economic

Development/Marketing Manager regarding leasing the western portion of the office space in 6701 Hwy 10.  The

Anoka church is interested in creating a new satellite church called Northern Light Church.  On July 8th Pastor

Lyndy Zabel, the pastor for the new church, provided a letter of intent to lease the office

area.  Following negotiations with representatives of the church, a lease was drafted that reflected an annual rent of

$24,100 in the first year and $26,510 in the second year of the lease.  The term of the lease would be for 30 months.

According to the Building Official, in 2005 the City adopted the Chapter 1306 MN Building Code into the Ramsey

Building Code.  Chapter 1306 is the section of the building code requiring buildings to be constructed with fire

suppression.  Chapter 1306 has two optional subparts which the City was required to choose.  Option one would

apply to any new builds or additions.  Under option one any new construction would be required to have a fire

suppression system installed as part of the permit.

Ramsey choose to adopt “Option 2”, which requires any new construction including additions to be sprinkled, as

well as requiring any existing space that has a change in its “occupancy” classification to also be sprinkled.  Since

there is a change of use of the property that entails assembly activities, the City's building code requires the

installation of a fire suppression system.  Following discussions with the Building Official, Fire Marshal, and the

church, it is clear that a fire sprinkler system would be required for a portion of the building, specifically for the

office area on the south end of the property (See diagram of the building).  Both Youth First and Northern Light

Church have activities that trigger the need for a fire suppression system.  This proposed project would provide fire

safety for both sides.

The proposed fire sprinkler project would entail a a two-zone wet and dry pipe fire protection sprinkler system. 

The "wet pipe system" protects the heated office space and moves water through pipes in the ceiling.  The "dry pipe

system" protects the unheated attic truss space and is equipped with an air compressor.  The total cost for both is

$64,980.  There is currently a two inch water service line that comes into the building which does not

provide sufficient water pressure to support the fire protection system.  Therefore, a six inch water line would need

to be extended from the water main that runs along the south side of the BNSF railroad tracks.  Public works has

provided cost estimates for two options (See site layout showing water main options).  The 280 foot option is

estimated to cost $53,585 and the 440 foot option $36,575.  Both have a 25% contingency.  Actual bids from

contractors may come in lower.  Thus the total project cost would be $101,555.        

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the City Council consider fire suppression requirements that may be needed for the



It is recommended that the City Council consider fire suppression requirements that may be needed for the

City-owned property at 6701 Hwy 10.  This investment in a sprinkler system would permit the leasing of the

building to Northern Light Church and open up the building to other users.

Funding Source:

It is suggested that the City Council consider utilizing approximately $15,000 a year from the lease revenue with

Northern Light Church to amortize the cost of installing the fire protection system.  This would still allow the City

to pay expected taxes and administrative costs associated with the lease and that portion of the building.  A 2 1/2

year lease would thus generate $37,500 to offset the investment.  The difference of $64,055 could potentially be

paid by the City using the EDA Fund.  If the church would extend the lease then more of the costs of the fire

protection system would be amortized over time.  The installation costs associated with the portion of the office

occupied by Youth First should not be borne by the Northern Light lease.  Moreover, the water line would benefit

the whole building.  Other office users coming in would already meet fire suppression system requirements.  

Council Action:

Provide guidance to City staff regarding the proposed investment of City resources for a fire suppression system in

6701 Hwy 10.

Attachments

6701 Hwy 10 Bldg.

6701 Water Line Options 

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 09/22/2011 02:59 PM

Form Started By: Aaron Backman Started On: 09/22/2011 10:13 AM

Final Approval Date: 09/22/2011 







   

CC Work Session   3. 1.           

Meeting Date: 09/27/2011  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Title:

Review Future Topics/Calendar

Background:

Attached is the list of future topics for Council review.

Funding Source:

N/A

Council Action:

For review - No formal action necessary.

Attachments

Future Topics/Calendar

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 09/22/2011 12:50 PM

Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 09/21/2011 04:29 PM

Final Approval Date: 09/22/2011 



Work Session Calendar 

2011 

Month Date Topics for Discussion 

September   Discuss ISO Rating and Program to Improve (HN) 

September/ 

October 

  Discuss Executive Style Minutes (KU) 

October 25  Discuss Snowmobiling within City of Ramsey (JW) 

Others on List 

– including 

2011 Strategic 

Planning Items 

  Discuss Ramsey Lions (Lions Den corner in the Ramsey Resident – and first 

right of refusal for pull tab sites within the City)  Lions should be invited to 

attend the meeting – (KU?) 

 Look at pilot programs (e.g. volunteer programs – low maintenance) 

 Proactively recruit residential development and seek builders input 

 Review development fees and standards regarding construction 

 Develop TIF tracking plan with regard to fiscal disparities impact 

 Establish fund reserve policy 

 Review City-owned lands and create plan for it – scheduled for July 12 agenda 

 Review park programming and potential reallocation of parks – scheduled for 

July 12 agenda – included in Review City owned land . . . 

 Construct boat landing at River’s Bend – was reviewed with Council and 

determined it was not a priority at this location. 

 Build on outdoors/sportsmen’s market (e.g. stock pond/lake) 

 Coordinate COR marketing and City marketing 

 Create Master Plan 167
th

 Avenue/Highway 47 – plan for redevelopment – 

Discuss after Joint Meeting between CC & EDA 

 Develop community center/indoor sports complex 

 Old Town Hall relocation 

 Review & revise Development Management contract and manage COR 

expenditures 

 Consider creation of a Transportation Taxing District 

 Seek grant funding for transportation projects and service delivery  

 Complete US 10/ County Road 83 interchange design – pursue funding 

 Establish position on TH #47 South of Bunker to Highway #10 

Public Works  

 Review plan for US Highway #10 pedestrian overpass and connection with 

Municipal Center ramp 

 Review Dirt Road Elimination Policy (DREP) 

 Create opportunities for snowmobile, four-wheeler & golf cart use  

 Review sidewalk plowing policy 
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