
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday October 3, 2011

6:30 pm

Mississippi River Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve the Following Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes: Joint Environmental Policy Board

and Planning Commission meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011; Environmental Policy Board meeting

minutes dated September 8, 2011
 

5. Policy Board Business
 

1. Appoint Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
 

2. Review Discussion of Joint EPB/Planning Commission Meeting
 

3. Consider Date for 2012 Environmental Expo Event
 

6. Board/Staff Input

Expo Subcommittee Update

 

7. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   4. 1.           

Meeting Date: 10/03/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Title:

Approve the Following Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes: Joint Environmental Policy Board and

Planning Commission meeting minutes dated September 8, 2011; Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes

dated September 8, 2011

Attachments

Joint EPB/Planning Commission Draft Meeting Minutes Dated September 8, 2011

EPB Draft Meeting Minutes Dated September 8, 2011

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson (Originator) Chris Anderson 09/26/2011 02:20 PM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 09/26/2011 02:01 PM

Final Approval Date: 09/26/2011 
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PLANNING COMMISSION/ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission and the Environmental Policy Board conducted a special 

joint meeting on Thursday, September 8, 2011, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood 

Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Planning Members Present: Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 

    Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Robert Schiller 

 

Members Absent:  Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 

     

EPB Members Present: Board Member Bob Benz 

    Board Member John Enstrom 

    Board Member Thomas Stodola 

 

EPB Members Absent: Board Member Jennifer Carlson 

  Chairperson Michael Max 

 

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

 Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Levine called the special joint meeting to order at 5:38 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Schiller, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Schiller, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Field.  Members Benz, Enstrom and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  

Commissioner Van Scoy, Members Carlson and Max. 
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INTRODUCTIONS 

 

COMMISSION/BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Discuss EPB's 2011-2012 Work Plan and its Relation to the City's Zoning 

and Subdivision Ordinances 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the Staff Report and EPB 

work plan. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding zoning standards and potential amendments. 

 

Commissioners and Members listed the following as potential zoning amendments:  

 

 Points based system 

 Setback flexibility 

 Utility company regulations 

 Parking lot standards 

 

COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Bauer, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Bauer, Brauer, 

Field, and Schiller, Members Benz, Enstrom and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  

Commissioner Van Scoy, Members Carlson and Max. 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 

 

http://156.142.212.178:8080/frs/publish/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=9&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=1116&rev=0&ag=260&ln=3278&nseq=&nrev=&pseq=&prev=
http://156.142.212.178:8080/frs/publish/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=9&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=1116&rev=0&ag=260&ln=3278&nseq=&nrev=&pseq=&prev=
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Thursday, September 8, 2011, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Lake Itasca 

Conference Room at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, 

Minnesota. 

 

 

Members Present: Board Member Bob Bentz 

   Board Member Thomas Stodola  

   Board Member John Enstrom 

 

Members Absent: Chairperson Michael Max 

   Board Member Jennifer Carlson  

 

 

Also Present:  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

       

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Stodola and seconded by Board Member Bentz to approve the agenda 

as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Board Members Enstrom, Bentz, and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  

Absent: Chairperson Max and Board Member Carlson. 

 

APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD MINUTES 

 

Motion by Board Member Bentz and seconded by Board Member Stodola to approve the regular 

meeting minutes dated August 1, 2011. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Board Members Bentz and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  Abstain:  

Board Member Enstrom.  Absent: Chairperson Max and Board Member Carlson. 
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POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Appoint Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report.   

 

Board Member Bentz asked whether the Board should move forward with appointments this 

evening or wait until more than three members are present. 

 

Board Member Enstrom inquired about the status of filling the two vacant seats. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that he was unsure but that he 

would follow up with Human Resources to see if the two positions have been advertised yet. 

 

Discussion ensued about whether the present members should move forward with making 

appointments or hold off until a future meeting with more members present. 

 

Motion by Board Member Enstrom and seconded by Board Member Bentz to table appointing a 

Chair and Vice Chair until the next meeting or until there are at least four members present.   

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes: Board Members Enstrom, Bentz, and Stodola.  Voting No: None.  

Absent: Chairperson Max and Board Member Carlson. 

 

BOARD/STAFF INPUT 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson updated the Board with more 

information regarding the Recycle Your Holidays program and that he was going to pursue 

enlisting the City as a collection site for old holiday lights. 

 

Board Member Bentz stated that he was waiting to hear back from other members of the Expo 

Subcommittee about various thoughts/ideas. 

 

Board Member Enstrom suggested maybe having a speaker in to discuss wild mushrooms. 

 

Board Member Enstrom offered to hold a bird walk at his property, similar to what used to be 

done when the event was at the elementary school, as part of the expo event. 

 

There was also consensus from the Board Members that some sort of hands on activity, such as 

building bird houses or kids games, would be a good addition to the expo event. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson asked if that may be something the 

Expo Subcommittee could explore and report back to the Board. 

 

Board Member Enstrom stated that he could talk to some folks at one of the home improvement 

stores about their willingness to participate. 
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Board Member Stodola stated that a date for the event should be determined so that it can be 

relayed to various people and organizations as they are contacted to participate.  He requested 

that this be added as a case for the October agenda. 

 

Board Member Enstrom stated that he would consider offering his property as an option for 

Christmas tree disposal. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson asked Board Member Enstrom to 

contact him to discuss this possibility further. 

 

Discussion ensued about waste and recycling options around the holidays and Associate 

Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that he would try and put together an article 

for the November/December newsletter about this topic. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Stodola and seconded by Board Member Bentz to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator  



   

Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 1.           

Meeting Date: 10/03/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Title:

Appoint Chairperson and Vice Chairperson

Background:

Each year, Boards and Commissions need to appoint a Chair and Vice Chair.  The role of the Chair is to run

meetings and, when necessary, act as a spokesperson for the Board/Commission.  The Vice Chairperson would

assume these duties in the absence of the Chairperson.  The Board determined earlier this year that the appointment

of officers should coincide with the work plan, which means these terms would be effective immediately and run

through June, 2012. 

EPB Action:

Motion to appoint _____________________ as Chairperson of the Environmental Policy Board through June, 2012.

-and-

Motion to appoint _____________________ as Vice-Chairperson of the Environmental Policy Board for through

June, 2012.

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson (Originator) Chris Anderson 09/26/2011 02:20 PM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 09/26/2011 

Final Approval Date: 09/26/2011 
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Meeting Date: 10/03/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Title:

Review Discussion of Joint EPB/Planning Commission Meeting

Background:

At the joint EPB/Planning Commission meeting on September 8, 2011, there was some good discussion related to

low impact development (LID) concepts and how some of them could be incorporated into City Code.  Consensus

was that, if pursued, it should be incentivized rather than requirements.  The Board Members and Commissioners

present at the joint meeting identified the following topics for potential zoning amendments: 

Points-based system (example from the City of Maple Grove is included as an attachment)

Setback flexibility

Utility company regulations

Parking lot standards

Staff wanted to follow up with the Board on the joint meeting and to get feedback from the Board about the

aforementioned topics.

EPB Action:

Based on discussion.

Attachments

Example of Points Based System from Maple Grove

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson (Originator) Chris Anderson 09/27/2011 01:58 PM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 09/27/2011 01:40 PM

Final Approval Date: 09/27/2011 

























































   

Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 3.           

Meeting Date: 10/03/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Title:

Consider Date for 2012 Environmental Expo Event

Background:

At the September Board meeting, there was a brief discussion about the 2012  Environmental Expo event and

potential activities and speakers/topics to include.  The Board directed Staff to bring forward a case at the October

meeting to set a date for the 2012 event.   Determining a date will better prepare the Expo Subcommittee and

others as they seek out potential participants and inquire about availability.

Observations:

Settling on a date for the 2012 event will somewhat hinge on whether the event will include a tree sale component. 

As the Board knows, this event originated as a tree sale and then, over the years, transformed into an expo and tree

sale.  Two of the vendors that have been a part of this event from its inception have indicated that 2011 was their

last year (looking to retire, not related to the event itself).  So, if a tree sale will be included, some rather large

changes would be necessary (staffing that portion of the event is the biggest one).  Additionally, if the event will

again include a tree sale, the date of the event will need to be around the end of April (for bareroot stock).

One option that Staff has mentioned in the past is the potential for a joint event with other communities.  Staff has

had some communication with the City of Coon Rapids about this and there is some interest and potential to join

the Environemntal Expo and Tree Sale with their Green Expo.  Staff will continue to explore this option with other

communities for a future event.  It should be noted that Staff of both communities have agreed that logistically,

there is not sufficient time to merge the two events for 2012 but will continue discussions for a possible joint

venture in 2013.

Recommendation:

The Board should be prepared to discuss and select a date for the 2012 event.  Possibilities include April 21, 28 or

May 5 if it is to include a tree sale.  If, after considering the pros and cons of including a tree sale, a tree sale is not

included, than the event date is more open.  Staff believes there's still merit in offering a tree sale and with some

revisions to the program, could still be an attractive component of the event and therefore, would recommend that

the date of the event be near the end of April.

EPB Action:

Motion to select ____________ as the date of the 2012 Environmental Expo event.

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson (Originator) Chris Anderson 09/27/2011 01:35 PM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 09/26/2011 01:22 PM

Final Approval Date: 09/27/2011 
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