
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

Park and Recreation Commission

Thursday July 14, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m.

The Draw, 7401 E Ramsey Parkway 

in the event of inclement weather the meeting will move to the Municipal Center 

Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve Park and Recreation Commission meeting minutes dated June, 9 2011
 

5. Commission Business
 

1. Consider Park and Recreation Commission Involvement at Happy Days
 

2. Acknowledge Park Dedication and Trail Fees for the Proposed 'Stoney River' Memory Care/Assisted

Living Facility
 

3. Recommendation to City Council to apply for Federal Transportation Enhancement Funding – Mississippi

River Trail
 

6. Commission/Staff Input
 

1. Commission/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
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Meeting Date: 07/14/2011  

By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Approve Park and Recreation Commission meeting minutes dated June, 9 2011

Background:

The Park and Recreation Commissione held a joint meeting with City Council on June, 9 2011.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

n/a

Staff Recommendation:

Commission Action:

Approve Park and Recreation Commission meeting minutes dated June 9, 2011.

Attachments

Minutes of June 9, 2011

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 07/07/2011 11:07 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 07/07/2011 10:42 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/07/2011 
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
 
The Ramsey Park and Recreation Commission conducted a regular meeting on June 9, 2011, at 
Central Park, 7925 161st Avenue NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Commission Members Present: Chairperson Melody Shryock 
     Vice Chair Angela Olsen 

Commissioner Bridget Barr 
     Commissioner Richard Chubb 
     Commissioner Andrew Fyten 
     Commissioner David Minke 
 
Commission Members Absent: Commissioner Bennett 
 
Council Members Present:  Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

  Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Also Present:    City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 
     Parks Supervisor Mark Riverblood 

   
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Shryock called the Park and Recreation Commission meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT 
 
John and Amy Borg, 14685 Sodium Street were present to state that they appreciate the parks 
and trail systems along with geocaching and that they know of a lot of people participating in 
that. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Vice Chair Olson, seconded by Commissioner Chubb to approve the Park and 
Recreation Commission meeting agenda for the meeting dated June 9, 2011 as presented, and to 
Move Case No. 5.2 to Case No 5.1 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Shryock, Commissioners Barr, Chubb, Fyten, Minke, 
and Olsen.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Commissioner Bennett. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
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Motion by Commissioner Barr, seconded by Vice Chair Olsen, to approve the following Park 
and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes: 
 
1) Park and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes dated May 12, 2011. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Shryock, Commissioners Barr, Chubb, Fyten, Minke, 
and Olsen.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Commissioner Bennett. 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
Case #5.2: Discuss Trott Brook Greenway 
 
Parks Supervisor Riverblood reviewed the staff report and noted that for many years, as part of 
park and trail planning, the Trott Brook Greenway was conceived as an ecologically rich wetland 
and wooded corridor with trails for exploration and recreational opportunities, as well as to 
connect neighborhoods and the community.  This greenway would be the significant west to east 
segment of a larger circuitous loop in the center of the City, with Trott Brook representing the 
upper part of the loop.  The east portion of the circle would be the TH #47 trail, extending south 
to the Bunker Lake Boulevard trail, or the Mississippi River Trail once completed.  The Lake 
Itasca Trail then would pick up at the west end of the above-mentioned trail(s) and loop back 
around to the north, or point of beginning.  The project has been coming together foremost as 
part of subdivision platting in the 1990s and the subsequent decade.   
 
The purpose of this case is twofold:  to give everyone a little history on the Trott Brook 
Greenway.  In the future we could be looking at additional grant opportunities and the one big 
one is the Legacy money.  The other element of this is we like to encourage working on Trott 
Brook Greenway 
 
City Council is looking at any and all City land for proper use and utilization which could 
include disbursement that is sale of them and also park space. We have a property owner that 
would like to convey some land to the City and staff would like authorization to negotiate with 
that landowner.    
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the consensus of the Council is to look at the unutilized parks and the stuff 
that is never going to be park. That is what they are looking at to see if there is any value to sell.  
Another goal is to connect the two regional county parks. 
 
Chairperson Shryock stated on behalf of the Park and Recreation Commission they are excited to 
have land available on the north side of the creek and they have had proposed trails up there for 
some time now. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated that he would not want a trail in his backyard. 
 
Consensus of the Commission is to move forward and to negotiate with the property owners. 
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Case #5.1: Discuss 2011 Parks’ Capital Improvements 
 
Parks Supervisor Riverblood reviewed the staff report and explained the purpose of this case is 
for the Commission and City Council to review the 2011 Parks’ Capital Improvements (CIP) and 
develop consensus on which projects should move forward, and under what circumstances. 
 
Park Supervisor Riverblood summarized how the addition of the drinking fountain and shelter at 
Riverdale Park will tie in with the trail improvements on the west side of Highway 10 and the 
new overpass.  
 
Community building and playground equipment for Elmcrest Park, look at surplus properties 
that could be a match for the Elmcrest Park to get this one done.  
 
Chairperson Shryock commented that there was previous discussion of separating the building 
and the park as two separate projects 
 
Councilmember Backous expressed concern with the timeframe and if we need to wait to sell 
land. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated that the City owns some land that would not be encumbered. 
 
Vice Chairperson Olsen would like to see what we can do now. 
 
Commissioner Barr would like to see this happen now. 
 
Councilmember McGlone would suggest that we appropriate donors. 
 
Councilmember Backous is alright with asking donors. 
 
Parks Supervisor Riverblood stated to look at the spectrum of values and costs. 
 
Motion by Vice Chair Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Barr to create a detailed construction 
and funding plan and bring back to have Council take formal action on that. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Shryock, Commissioners Barr, Chubb, Fyten, Minke, 
and Olsen.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Commissioner Bennett. 
 
Commissioner Barr offered to contact the Ramsey Athletic Association about funding the 
project. 
 
Parks Supervisor Riverblood discussed the redevelopment of Central Park and how significant 
the parking is there.  Through discussions the last few years with Saint Katharine Drexel we now 
have a several page letter with their concerns, all favorable.  He stated the Archdiocese has the 
control to give to the City.  The City needs to commit to the north side within five years. 
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Chairperson Shryock would like to see the one way start south at the ice rinks. 
 
Park Supervisor Riverblood stated we need to cost this out and try to get this project scheduled 
for fall construction. 
 

 There was discussion that the Council will need to have discussion with the neighborhoods 
impacted before a roadway can be constructed. 

  
 Park Supervisor Riverblood stated landscape improvements for parks in 2011 is $10,000. 

 
Councilmember McGlone asked about future maintenance and landscaping. 
 
Park Supervisor Riverblood discussed the park security enhancements with security cameras at 
Elmcrest Park. 
 

 Case #5.3: Discuss 2011-12 Strategic Goal #1; Action Item: “Construct Boat Landing at 
Rivers’ Bend Park” 
 
Parks Supervisor Riverblood reviewed the staff report, noting that each year the City Council 
schedules one or more work sessions to develop priorities for the upcoming two years, and 
identify specific projects to meet those priorities and vision.  One of these specific action items 
under Strategic Goal #1: Development/Marketing is “Construct boat landing at Rivers’ Bend 
Park. 
 
The discussion was to look at a boat landing further upstream form Rivers Bend Park and to 
bring this forward to a future City Council meeting in October.  
 
Motion by Chairperson Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Barr to look at options to construct a 
boat landing further north from River’s Bend Park. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Shryock, Commissioners Barr, Chubb, Fyten, Minke, 
and Olsen.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Commissioner Bennett. 
 
Case #5.4: Highlight Park Department Collaborations with Youth First Community of 

Promise 
 
In May of this year, Youth First's Director, Heidi Geiss contacted the City requesting some 
assistance in thinking about a volleyball court for the kids.  Just prior to this, Park and Recreation 
Commissioner Bennett had also made an inquiry looking for a day-time volunteer opportunity 
for his work unit at Target Corporation. 
 
The two needs were matched up and the project came together successfully with Youth First 
securing the donated poles and fabric from Lowell's, with Bennett receiving the donated concrete 
for the volleyball poles.  Later in the day, Target employees played the Youth First kids in a 
match-up -  
 
COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 
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Parks Supervisor Riverblood gave an update on the Mississippi River Trail grant opportunity and 
Anoka County can provide a 20% match to this. 
 
The 2011 programming schedule for The Draw is available on Facebook, the City Website, and 
Flyers. 
 
The Commission discussed looking at sponsoring the bike ride event at Happy Days. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Fyten, seconded by Vice Chair Olsen to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried.   
 
The Park and Recreation Commission meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________ 
Mark Riverblood 
Parks Supervisor 
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Meeting Date: 07/14/2011  

By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Consider Park and Recreation Commission Involvement at Happy Days

Background:

Of the last few months, the Commission has discussed options for participation in the 2011 September Happy Days

event, and requested that this be discussed at the July regular meeting.  It is anticipated that Happy Days Committee

Chair and Park and Recreation Commissioner Rick Chubb will lead the discussion on what these needs and

opportunities may be.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

None required.

Staff Recommendation:

Commission Action:

Based upon discussion.

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Mary Jo Warner MaryJo Warner 07/07/2011 01:18 PM

Brian Olson Brian Olson 07/07/2011 01:44 PM

Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 07/07/2011 12:54 PM

Final Approval Date: 07/07/2011 
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Meeting Date: 07/14/2011  

By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Acknowledge Park Dedication and Trail Fees for the Proposed 'Stoney River' Memory Care/Assisted Living Facility

Background:

Details regarding this minor subdivision and site plan are contained in the attached Planning Commission Case and

packet.  As the Park and Recreation Commission had made a Park Dedication and Trail Fee recommendation

previously, on this same site, for this same land use, staff routed this matter directly to the Planning Commission

with the logical park and trail fee requirements (included in the attachment).  Therefore, no action required as this

case is informational.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

No funding is required.

Staff Recommendation:

Commission Action:

None required/based upon discussion.

Attachments

July Planning Commission Case

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Mary Jo Warner MaryJo Warner 07/07/2011 01:50 PM

Brian Olson Brian Olson 07/07/2011 02:48 PM

Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 07/07/2011 01:16 PM

Final Approval Date: 07/07/2011 
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Meeting Date: 07/14/2011  

By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Recommendation to City Council to apply for Federal Transportation Enhancement Funding – Mississippi River

Trail

Background:

As the Commission may recall, the City was successful in a recent grant application for Federal funding through

the Transportation Enhancements program, administered by Metropolitan Council for the Mississippi River Trail

(MRT); from Anoka to Mississippi West Regional Park. 

This case recommends that City Council authorize City staff to apply for approximately one million dollars in

funding from this same source for the trail to be extended approximately 3 miles, west of the park to City limits, just

west of MnDot's Wayside Rest in the highway's R.O.W.    A requirement of the application, is a commitment to

fund at least 20% of grant by a local match, which is discussed below. (While the grant application is drafted, it is

not yet in it's final form - and therefore precise details are not yet available.) 

Notification:

Observations:

As discussed above, this new application for the MRT itself will be approximately one million dollars - which will

necessitate that at least 20% of the total construction costs (administration and engineering are excluded from the

project cost and the match), must be contributed locally.  Staff is working out the details of the matching funds, with

the intent that Anoka County Parks would commit that amount through improvements to Mississippi West Regional

Park for the proposed 2016 project (both the grant funded trail and the matching investment in the park).  

Attached is the draft spreadsheet detailing the anticipated trail costs at about $977,000.000. Once the

aforementioned details are worked out with Anoka County, the project is likely to be identified at approximately

one and one quarter million dollars.  Also attached is the Project Location Map, and draft Plan Sheet Index for

reference, as well as the Resolution anticipated to be approved by City Council on July 12th. 

Funding Source:

Pending both final details of the agreement with Anoka County, and the award of Federal monies for the grant,

funding for the trail would be covered by the grant, and the local match would be made by the improvements in

Mississippi West Regional Park discussed above. 

However, as administration and engineering are not eligible project costs, these expenses (in-house or contracted

services), would need to be discussed by City Council as part of the 2016 General Fund budget process in 2015. 

Staff Recommendation:

Commission Action:

Motion to recommend to City Council that staff be authorized to apply for Federal funding for the Mississippi River

Trail.

Attachments

Project Location Map

Draft Index Sheet



Resolution authorizing the application for a Federal Grant
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RESOLUTION #11-07-XXX 

Page 1 of 2 

Councilmember _______ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-07-XXX 

 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CITY OF RAMSEY’S APPLICATION TO THE 

FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT FUND, ADMINISTERED BY THE 

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL’S TRANSPOTATION ADVISORY BOARD TO 

CONSTRUCT THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRAIL BETWEEN MISSISSIPPI WEST 

REGIONAL PARK AND RAMSEY’S WESTERN BORDER OF ELK RIVER 

 

WHEREAS,  the City of Ramsey has passed a resolution supporting regional trail status 

for planned trails, and existing trails along the Mississippi River within Anoka County and the 

City of Ramsey; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council did grant the regional trail status for this trail in 

2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the Metropolitan Council adopted a Regional Trails Policy Amendment 

to its Regional Recreation Open Space Development Guidelines/Policy Plan for the 

implementation of trails which provide access to high quality natural resources, regional parks, 

park reserves, and local areas of interest; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mississippi River Trail would further link together the cities of Anoka 

and Ramsey, Bunker Lake and Rum River Regional Trails, and ultimately the Headwaters to the 

Gulf of Mexico, as well as being a link in the National trail system; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this trail may also be extended to connect the Historic Oliver Kelley Farm 

and the COR, and Ramsey’s Transit Station; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mississippi River Trail will further provide immediate pedestrian 

access to the recreational resources at Riverdale Park, Mississippi West Regional Park, and the 

Mississippi River, and Anoka’s park system; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey has identified walkable communities and the 

Mississippi River Trail as priorities for the community; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council’s Transportation Advisory Board has called for 

Transportation Enhancement proposals that would fund the Mississippi River Trail between the 

Regional Park in Ramsey and her border with Elk River and Sherburne County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey is uniquely posistioned to cause this trail to be 

constructed as soon as certain funds are secured; and 

 

 

  

 



RESOLUTION #11-07-XXX 

Page 2 of 2 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 

1. The City of Ramsey City Council endorses the application to the Metropolitan Council’s 

Transportation Advisory Board for Federal funding of the Mississippi River Trail, and 

2. The City of Ramsey City Council authorizes the City Administrator to send a letter, 

together with a signed copy of this Resolution along with the application to guarantee the 

20% local match (from Ramsey or Anoka County Parks, or a combination thereof) for the 

project, and 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 12
th

 day of July 2011. 

 

              

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 



   

Park and Recreation Commission   6. 1.           

Meeting Date: 07/14/2011  

By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Commission/Staff Input

Background:

Note Safe Routes to School Grant Applications

Super Soccer Saturday Summary

Summer Traveling Soccer Tournaments at Elmcrest

Summer Concert Summary

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

n/a

Staff Recommendation:

Commission Action:

Commission Action

Attachments

Ramsey Elementary

Pact Charter
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

1A. Applicant:
Last
Name:

Address:    
 

Phone Number      Email 
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Minnesota Department of Transportation

R
ef

er
 to

 g
ui

da
nc

e

Organization Title

City State Zip

2011 INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT APPLICATION

1B. Sponsor

Last
Name:

Title

State Zip

Address:    
 

1st Name
:      
Organization

City

Email 
    

Phone Number  
   

1C. MPO
Last
Name:

Title

1st Name
:      Organization

2A. Location
County Mn/DOT District

2B. Brief project description (infrastructure)

2C. Project Cost

2D. School(s) School Name Student Pop Grades Students to Benefit

City

2E. Roadway Information
Roadway Name Road Authority (town, city, county, state) Contact Person

R
ef

er
 to

 g
ui

da
nc

e
Mark Riverblood

City of Ramsey Parks Supervisor

7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Ramsey Minn 55303

(763) 238-1733 mriverblood@ci.ramsey.mn.us

Brian Olson

City of Ramsey PW Director/Prinicipal City Engineer

7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Ramsey Minn 55303

(763) 433-9825 bolson@ci.ramsey.mn.us

Connie Kozlack

MPO System Planning and Programming Manager

Ramsey 002 ANOKA M

Construct three segments of 10 foot wide trails on CSAH 5 and CSAH 57 to eliminate gaps and serve students
of Ramsey Elementary School.

301,501.00 301,501.00

Ramsey Elementary 1,179 K-5 200

CSAH 5 Anoka County Douglas Fischer

CSAH 57 Anoka County Douglas Fischer
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Minnesota Department of Transportation

2011 INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT APPLICATION
3A. Provide a brief description of the current condition and identify problems, risks and obstacles
that impede safe travel to school. Explain how the problems were identified and summarize
relevant supporting documents (relevant planning documents, maps, surveys, and/or crash data)
that demonstrates need. Attach at least 1 map per location that identifies routes to school and
problem areas.
The City of Ramsey, in partnership with Ramsey Elementary School and Anoka County Highway Department, is
seeking to fill three gaps in the trail network serving the Ramsey Elementary School area. All three trail gaps are
on high traffic arterial streets within a two-mile radius of the school property and in the area with the city's
highest residential densities. This K-5 public school is located at 15000 Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH 5 in the
southeastern portion of the community, approximately two miles north of U.S. Highways 10/169. For the 2010/
2011 school year, Ramsey Elementary School reported 1,179 total students in grades K-5.

Ramsey Elementary School is located in a residential area with primarily single-family homes and townhomes
surrounding the school in all directions.  Since Ramsey has a typical suburban street pattern with limited
through-streets, travel routes to Ramsey Elementary School are limited to just a few streets. The only street
access to/from the school site is from Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH 5. All students walking and bicycling to the
school must travel along Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH 5, which currently has two trail gaps to the south between
Sunwood Drive NW and Saint Francis Blvd NW/Hwy 47. These two trail gaps are located between ½ mile and
one mile from the school property. The highest priority trail gap is on the west side of Nowthen Boulevard/
CSAH 5 beginning south of Sunwood Drive NW.  The second trail gap is on the east side of Nowthen Boulevard/
CSAH 5, north of the intersection with Saint Francis Blvd NW/Hwy 47. Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH 5, in
addition to being a County Highway, is designated as an A Minor Arterial roadway. Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH
5's traffic count was 9,200 average annual daily trips (AADT) in 2009 and projected to grow to approximately
12,000 AADT by 2030. This trail segment would also connect to an existing traffic signal with a crosswalk at
Saint Francis Blvd NW/Hwy 47 which had 22,600 AADT in 2009.
    
The third trail gap is located approximately 1.5 miles from the school property along Sunfish Lake Blvd NW/
CSAH 57, south of its intersection with Sunwood Drive NW. Sunfish Lake Blvd NW/CSAH 57, in addition to
being a County Highway, is designated as an A Minor Arterial roadway.  Since this street is the only north-south
through-street west of Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH 57, it is an important north-south travel route to the school
from the neighborhoods to the southwest. Sunfish Lake Blvd NW/CSAH 57's traffic count was 5,400 AADT in
2009 and projected to grow to approximately 11,000 AADT in 2030.
    
The City has gathered data regarding traffic accidents and citations occurring on Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH 5 in
the vicinity of Ramsey Elementary School. From 2000-2007, the City recorded 72 accidents occurring between
Alpine Drive NW/153rd Avenue (north) and Sunwood Drive NW (south). This number includes 16 traffic
accidents reported for the street segment directly in front of the school property. From 2003-2007, the City
recorded almost 400 traffic citations on Nowthen Boulevard/CSAH 5 between Alpine Drive NW/153rd Avenue
(north) and Sunwood Drive NW (south). Essentially half of these citations were reported for the street segment
directly in front of the school property.
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3B. Describe the proposed infrastructure project and how it addresses the problems in
question 3A. Provide information on the constructability of the infrastructure and provide any
typical sections or plans if applicable.

 In order to provide a safe travel route for students walking and biking to Ramsey Elementary School, this
project seeks to construct new trails, ten feet in width and nearly one mile in length, which will fill three major
trail gaps existing along important travel routes to the school. These new trail segments will be located along
Nowthen Boulevard NW/CSAH 5 and Sunfish Lake Boulevard NW/CSAH 57. For both streets, there is
sufficient existing public right-of-way to construct the new trail entirely within the public right-of-way.
    
The design of the trail will be in compliance with MNDOT, CSAH and ADA standards. The project will be in
compliance with NEPA with minor impacts to the environment. Care will be taken to remove only necessary
vegetation, including bending the trail if needed and feasible to avoid existing trees. All construction will be
within existing public right-of-way and no water resources will be impacted. The contract will include
sediment control during construction and all landscaping will be properly restored.
  
Since Ramsey has a typical suburban street pattern with limited through-streets, travel routes to Ramsey
Elementary School are limited to just a few streets. Both of the north-south streets that are potential walking
and biking routes to the school are high traffic arterial streets. Filling in these three proposed trail gaps along
the only two north-south through-streets in the vicinity of the school will significantly improve the safety of
students walking and biking to school. These three trail projects will complete the trail network for the
neighborhoods south of the school and provide safe and convenient walking and biking routes for students
living in these neighborhoods. Having complete, visible trail segments will reduce barriers for walking and
biking, and encourage families to utilize non-motorized means of travel regularly to and from the school.
   
 In addition to designing and constructing the new trail, the City of Ramsey will assume year-around
maintenance of the new trail. Maintenance responsibilities include providing snow removal during winter
months. The City's policy is to have snow cleared before children make their way to school within a two-mile
walking zone around each school.

This sidewalk project is an example of the City's efforts to address the community's concerns about the safety
and convenience of walking and biking in the community. The City of Ramsey completed a community survey
in 2002 that found an increasing interest in trail usage.  This finding led to changes in the Transportation and
Park & Recreation elements of the Comprehensive Plan which established policies to promote on-going
sidewalk and trail system planning and implementation as an alternative transportation option. In 2007, the
City was awarded a grant from Blue Cross Blue Shield Minnesota to conduct a Health Impact Assessment
(HIA) in conjunction with the City's 2008 update of its Comprehensive Plan.  The HIA was completed in 2008
and the recommendations were used to develop many of the Goals and Strategies in the updated
Comprehensive Plan in various chapters. A Housing Survey of residents was also recently completed and it
found substantial support for increasing neighborhood walkability but concerns about traffic speed and
pedestrian safety were raised.
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Use the Project Authorization Guide to plan out the project timeline
MilestoneDate

*Parent survey and in-class student tally should be collected and submitted to the National Center for SRTS before any SRTS
project activities take place and after the project is completed.

 Use the form below to breakdown the major costs of the project and attach a document with
detailed cost breakdowns. A sample is provided in the application guide.

SRTS is a reimbursable program therefore funds requested must be available upfront for
use on the project then reimbursed through invoices during the course of the project.

Pre-Construction

Construction

Total

4.
 P

AR
TN

ER
SH

IP

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Information about SRTS partnerships. Who and what organizations are participating in the
planning, coordinating, and monitoring of the project to ensure its success? Provide a letter of
concurrence or agreement from each partner that describes their role and responsibilities.

Requested
SRTS FundsUnit CostUnitQuantityItem

Estimated Costs  

Project inspected and closed out. (Completed by 12/31/2013)
Project bills submitted to District State Aid Engineer
Submit After - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*
Project work completed.
Project work commences.
Award Contract
Project let by competitive bid DCP process. (min 5 weeks)
FHWA authorization to proceed with construction. (1-3 weeks)
Plan approval by DSAEand SALT.
Submit construction documents to DSAE for approval.
Obtain necessary permits.
Agreement between Mn/DOT and the Sponsor prepared(1-2 months)
Prepare construction documents (hire professional assistance if necessary).
All NEPA requirements met (1-2 months)
FHWA authorization to proceed with design (1-3 weeks)
Submit Before - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*

City of Ramsey

Anoka County

Ramsey Elementary School

10/21/2011

01/30/2012

03/31/2012

04/15/2012

05/15/2012

06/30/2012

08/30/2012

10/31/2012

11/30/2012

06/15/2013

Submit Before - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*
FHWA authorization to proceed with design (1-3 weeks)
All NEPA requirements met (1-2 months)
Prepare construction documents (hire professional assistance if necessary).
Agreement between Mn/DOT and the Sponsor prepared(1-2 months)
Obtain necessary permits.
Submit construction documents to DSAE for approval.
Plan approval by DSAEand SALT.
FHWA authorization to proceed with construction. (1-3 weeks)
Project let by competitive bid DCP process. (min 5 weeks)
Award Contract
Project work commences.
Project work completed.
Submit After - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*
Project bills submitted to District State Aid Engineer
Project inspected and closed out. (Completed by 12/31/2013)

Estimated Costs  

Item Quantity Unit Unit Cost Requested
SRTS Funds

1.00 Lump Sum 27,227.00 27227.00
NA NA NA 0.00
1.00 Lump Sum 2,000.00 2000.00

1.00 Lump Sum 24,752.00 24752.00
1.00 Estimate 247,521.00 247521.00

301500.00
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Signature
Applications must be signed and reviewed by an authorized representative of the applicant. By
signing this document, the applicant affirms that the statements contained in the application
package are true and complete to the best of the applicant's knowledge and assumes
responsibility for securing the necessary permits and following all Federal, Mn/DOT, and State
Aid design standards.

Applicant Signature (required)

Name Date

Filing Instructions

Electronic and paper copies of the applications are due to Mn/DOT State Aid Division by June
15, 2011 at 4:30 PM CDT.

When the electronic application is completed please ensure that you have saved it to your local
drive or server. Print the application and sign and date on the signature line above. Send the
completed electronic application attached to an e-mail to SafeRoutes.DOT@state.mn.us
.Use the US mail to send 5 copies of the printed application, maps, letters of concurrence, letters
of support and other relavant attachments to:

Mao Yang
Mn/DOT State Aid Division
395 John Ireland Blvd, Mail Stop 500
St. Paul, MN 55155

If you have questions about the program or application please submit them to:
SafeRoutes.DOT@state.mn.us

 or call 651-366-3827

The 2011 SRTS Application Form is a Formatta form and is designed to be completed on your
local workstation. The procedure is to download the form and instructions from the Mn/DOT
Safe Routes To School website http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/index.html and save it to
your local system. You will also need a small, free application called 'Filler' that allows you to
open and complete the form. Filler is available here: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/
formatta/FillerSetupNR.exe. As you download Filler, accept the License Agreement. Accept the
Default Destination Location. After the software installs a blank Registration form appears.
Ignore this form by clicking the X to close. You will only need to downloaded and installed filler
once for each workstation.

Please try to be brief and concise when completing the application. Do not include non-relavant
information or attachments.

7.
 E

VA
LU

AT
IO

N The school(s) benefiting from the program is(are) required to collect data before and after the
SRTS program using the National Center for Safe Routes to School student travel tally and parent
survey. Applicants will be disqualified if the school does not participate in the surveys. Please
check the box below to indicate your intent.

Yes, the school(s) understand and agree to conduct the surveys

No, the school(s) will not agree to conduct the surveys
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Attachments 

 

• Maps 

 Project Location 

 Site Maps ‐ one for each segment 

• Letters of Concurrence 

 City of Ramsey 

 Anoka County 

 Ramsey Elementary School 

• Budget 

• MPO Notification Letter 
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2011 INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT APPLICATION

1B. Sponsor

Last
Name:

Title

State Zip

Address:    
 

1st Name
:      
Organization

City

Email 
    

Phone Number  
   

1C. MPO
Last
Name:

Title

1st Name
:      Organization

2A. Location
County Mn/DOT District

2B. Brief project description (infrastructure)

2C. Project Cost

2D. School(s) School Name Student Pop Grades Students to Benefit

City

2E. Roadway Information
Roadway Name Road Authority (town, city, county, state) Contact Person

R
ef

er
 to

 g
ui

da
nc

e
Mark Riverblood

City of Ramsey Parks Supervisor

7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Ramsey Minn 55303

(763) 238-1733 mriverblood@ci.ramsey.mn.us

Brian Olson

City of Ramsey PW Director/Prinicipal City Engineer

7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Ramsey Minn 55303

(763) 433-9825 bolson@ci.ramsey.mn.us

Connie Kozlack

Metropolitan Council System Planning and Programming Manager

Ramsey 002 ANOKA M

Construct six-foot concrete sidewalks on Bunker Lake Boulevard (CSAH 116) and Ramsey Boulevard (CSAH
56) to serve students of PACT Charter Schooo.

41,920.00 63,815.00

PACT Charter School 446 K-8 75

CSAH 116 Anoka County Douglas Fischer

CSAH 56 Anoka County Douglas Fischer
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3A. Provide a brief description of the current condition and identify problems, risks and obstacles
that impede safe travel to school. Explain how the problems were identified and summarize
relevant supporting documents (relevant planning documents, maps, surveys, and/or crash data)
that demonstrates need. Attach at least 1 map per location that identifies routes to school and
problem areas.
The City of Ramsey, in partnership with PACT Charter School and  Anoka County Highway Department, is
seeking to fill a major gap in the sidewalk network serving the PACT Charter School area. This K-12 public
school is located at the intersection of East Ramsey Parkway and Ramsey Boulevard NW/CSAH 56,
approximately ½ mile north of U.S. Highway 10/169. For the 2010/2011 school year, PACT Charter School had
446 of students in grades K-8 with another 200 students in grades 9-12.. The school moved to this site in 2004
when it opened its new building. PACT is currently working with the City's Planning Department on a
significant expansion intended to be open for the 2011-2012 school year.
    
The school is located in The COR ("Center of Ramsey"), a planned mixed-use, multi-modal area that is designed
to become Ramsey's urban center. The COR is a 410-acre development that will be the location of additional
retail, restaurants, service and office space, outdoor entertainment/parks, community amenities and housing. 
Because a significant portion of The COR is still undeveloped and the school is located at the edge of the
development, the planned sidewalk and trail system has not been completed.  Due to present and anticipated
market realities, the vacant land at the corner of Bunker Lake Boulevard NW/CSAH 116 and Ramsey Boulevard
NW/CSAH 56 may not be developed for years. Typically, the City would delay a this type of sidewalk project
until development of the adjacent property occurs. However, as this missing gap is so important to the integrity
of the sidewalk and trail system in the vicinity of a school, the City is seeking this SRTS grant so the
construction can be expedited and a safe route to school can be provided for PACT students.

Direct street access to/from the school is from East Ramsey Parkway (north) and Peridot Street NW (west).  Based
upon an earlier mapping analysis by PACT, students walking and bicycling to the school primarily live north of
the school. The primary route to the school includes travel along Bunker Lake Boulevard NW/CSAH 116 and
Ramsey Boulevard NW/CSAH 56, which is where the critical sidewalk gap exists. The sidewalk gap is located
less than 700' feet from the school property, exists along portions of both Bunker Lake Blvd NW and Ramsey
Blvd NW (southwest corner of the intersection), and is approximately 1,000 feet in length. The sidewalk gap
exists along a large undeveloped property. In addition, without this sidewalk, students do not have a safe route
between the school and the traffic controlled intersection at Ramsey Blvd/Bunker Blvd that is the primary and
safest street crossing for walkers and bicyclists travelling to the school.

Ramsey Boulevard NW/CSAH 56 and Bunker Lake Boulevard NW/CSAH 116, in addition to being County
roads, are both designated as A Minor Arterial roadways. Ramsey Boulevard NW/CSAH 56's traffic count was
7,000 average annual daily trips (AADT) in 2009 and projected to grow to 18,000-23,000 AADT by 2030.
Bunker Lake Boulevard NW/CSAH 116's traffic count was 2,800 AADT in 2009 and projected to grow to over
22,000 AADT in 2030. Both of these streets are anticipated to have traffic capacity deficiencies by 2030 and
proposed to be widened to four lanes.  Additionally, Bunker Lake Boulevard is being extended 3/4 mile west of
CSAH 83 (one mile west of PACT) to serve the new private school (K-12 student capacity 1,400-1,500) that is
being built there. 
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3B. Describe the proposed infrastructure project and how it addresses the problems in
question 3A. Provide information on the constructability of the infrastructure and provide any
typical sections or plans if applicable.

In order to provide a safe travel route for students walking and biking to PACT Charter School, this project
seeks to construct a concrete sidewalk, six feet in width and approximately 1,000 feet in length, which will fill
this major sidewalk gap located approximately 500 feet from the school's property. This new sidewalk will
extend approximately 700 feet along the south side of Bunker Lake Boulevard NW/CSAH 116 and
approximately 300 feet along the west side of Ramsey Boulevard NW/CSAH 56. As these are the only arterial
roads near the school, there is no alternative trail route that will serve walking and biking needs as safely or
efficiently.

On both streets, there is sufficient existing public right-of-way to construct the new sidewalk entirely within the
public right-of-way. The design of the sidewalk will be in compliance with MNDOT, CSAH and ADA
standards. Project will be in compliance with NEPA with minor impacts to the environment. All construction
will be within existing public right-of-way and no water resources will be impacted. The contract will include
sediment control during construction and the street boulevard will be restored.

The City of Ramsey and PACT Charter School are seeking a Safe Routes to School Grant for the costs of the
sidewalk installation only. The City of Ramsey will be responsible for costs associated with design,
preliminary engineering, construction administration, and grading for the project. This contribution is
estimated to be $21,895above the grant amount requested.  

Since most of the residential areas within the two-mile radius of PACT Charter School are located north of the
school, this project will fill a sidewalk gap that will be used by a large portion of the students walking or biking
to the school. In addition to filling a major gap in the sidewalk system, this project will also provide a safer
travel route to the Ramsey Blvd/Bunker Lake Blvd intersection and its traffic signal controlled crossings for
walkers and bicyclists. 

In addition to designing and constructing the new sidewalk, the City of Ramsey will assume year-round
maintenance of the new sidewalk. Maintenance responsibilities include providing snow removal during winter
months. The City's policy is to have snow cleared before children make their way to school within a two-mile
walking zone around each school.

This sidewalk project is an example of the City's efforts to address the community's concerns about the safety
and convenience of walking and biking in the community. The City of Ramsey completed a community survey
in 2002 that found an increasing interest in trail usage.  This finding led to changes in the Transportation and
Park & Recreation elements of the Comprehensive Plan which established policies to promote on-going
sidewalk and trail system planning and implementation as an alternative transportation option. In 2007, the
City was awarded a grant from Blue Cross Blue Shield Minnesota to conduct a Health Impact Assessment
(HIA) in conjunction with the City's 2008 update of its Comprehensive Plan.  The HIA was completed in 2008
and the recommendations were used to develop many of the Goals and Strategies in the updated
Comprehensive Plan in various chapters. A Housing Survey of residents was also recently completed and it
found substantial support for increasing neighborhood walkability but concerns about traffic speed and
pedestrian safety were raised.
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Use the Project Authorization Guide to plan out the project timeline
MilestoneDate

*Parent survey and in-class student tally should be collected and submitted to the National Center for SRTS before any SRTS
project activities take place and after the project is completed.

 Use the form below to breakdown the major costs of the project and attach a document with
detailed cost breakdowns. A sample is provided in the application guide.

SRTS is a reimbursable program therefore funds requested must be available upfront for
use on the project then reimbursed through invoices during the course of the project.

Pre-Construction

Construction

Total

4.
 P

AR
TN

ER
SH

IP

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Information about SRTS partnerships. Who and what organizations are participating in the
planning, coordinating, and monitoring of the project to ensure its success? Provide a letter of
concurrence or agreement from each partner that describes their role and responsibilities.

Requested
SRTS FundsUnit CostUnitQuantityItem

Estimated Costs  

Project inspected and closed out. (Completed by 12/31/2013)
Project bills submitted to District State Aid Engineer
Submit After - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*
Project work completed.
Project work commences.
Award Contract
Project let by competitive bid DCP process. (min 5 weeks)
FHWA authorization to proceed with construction. (1-3 weeks)
Plan approval by DSAEand SALT.
Submit construction documents to DSAE for approval.
Obtain necessary permits.
Agreement between Mn/DOT and the Sponsor prepared(1-2 months)
Prepare construction documents (hire professional assistance if necessary).
All NEPA requirements met (1-2 months)
FHWA authorization to proceed with design (1-3 weeks)
Submit Before - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*

City of Ramsey

Anoka County

PACT Charter School

10/21/2011

01/30/2012

03/31/2012

04/15/2012

05/15/2012

06/30/2012

08/30/2012

10/31/2012

11/30/2012

06/15/2013

Submit Before - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*
FHWA authorization to proceed with design (1-3 weeks)
All NEPA requirements met (1-2 months)
Prepare construction documents (hire professional assistance if necessary).
Agreement between Mn/DOT and the Sponsor prepared(1-2 months)
Obtain necessary permits.
Submit construction documents to DSAE for approval.
Plan approval by DSAEand SALT.
FHWA authorization to proceed with construction. (1-3 weeks)
Project let by competitive bid DCP process. (min 5 weeks)
Award Contract
Project work commences.
Project work completed.
Submit After - SRTS parent survey and in-class student tally*
Project bills submitted to District State Aid Engineer
Project inspected and closed out. (Completed by 12/31/2013)

Estimated Costs  

Item Quantity Unit Unit Cost Requested
SRTS Funds

NA NA NA 0.00
1,000.00 Each 0.50 500.00
NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA 0.00
41,420.00 Estimate Estimate 41420.00

41920.00
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Minnesota Department of Transportation

2011 INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT APPLICATION

Signature
Applications must be signed and reviewed by an authorized representative of the applicant. By
signing this document, the applicant affirms that the statements contained in the application
package are true and complete to the best of the applicant's knowledge and assumes
responsibility for securing the necessary permits and following all Federal, Mn/DOT, and State
Aid design standards.

Applicant Signature (required)

Name Date

Filing Instructions

Electronic and paper copies of the applications are due to Mn/DOT State Aid Division by June
15, 2011 at 4:30 PM CDT.

When the electronic application is completed please ensure that you have saved it to your local
drive or server. Print the application and sign and date on the signature line above. Send the
completed electronic application attached to an e-mail to SafeRoutes.DOT@state.mn.us
.Use the US mail to send 5 copies of the printed application, maps, letters of concurrence, letters
of support and other relavant attachments to:

Mao Yang
Mn/DOT State Aid Division
395 John Ireland Blvd, Mail Stop 500
St. Paul, MN 55155

If you have questions about the program or application please submit them to:
SafeRoutes.DOT@state.mn.us

 or call 651-366-3827

The 2011 SRTS Application Form is a Formatta form and is designed to be completed on your
local workstation. The procedure is to download the form and instructions from the Mn/DOT
Safe Routes To School website http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/index.html and save it to
your local system. You will also need a small, free application called 'Filler' that allows you to
open and complete the form. Filler is available here: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/
formatta/FillerSetupNR.exe. As you download Filler, accept the License Agreement. Accept the
Default Destination Location. After the software installs a blank Registration form appears.
Ignore this form by clicking the X to close. You will only need to downloaded and installed filler
once for each workstation.

Please try to be brief and concise when completing the application. Do not include non-relavant
information or attachments.

7.
 E

VA
LU

AT
IO

N The school(s) benefiting from the program is(are) required to collect data before and after the
SRTS program using the National Center for Safe Routes to School student travel tally and parent
survey. Applicants will be disqualified if the school does not participate in the surveys. Please
check the box below to indicate your intent.

Yes, the school(s) understand and agree to conduct the surveys

No, the school(s) will not agree to conduct the surveys
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• Letters of Concurrence 
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7250 East Ramsey Parkway, Ramsey, MN 55303 Office: (763) 712-4200 Fax: (763) 712-4201 
 
 

June 7th, 2011 

 

Ms. Mao Yang 
State Aid Division 
Transportation Bldg 
395 John Ireland Blvd. 
Mail Stop 500 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

Dear Ms. Yang, 

I am pleased to extend my support to the Safe Routes to School Grant being submitted by the 
City of Ramsey. As the administrator of PACT Charter School in the City of Ramsey 
(specifically in the COR), I see first hand the need for additional trail connections around our 
facility to expand the number of students who walk or bike to school. Additionally, both our 
faculty and students have expressed concerns about the precise sidewalk that the grant would 
provide. 

We have appreciated the leadership the City has taken in the development of the application, as 
we have been extremely busy with the end of the school year. If the project is selected we will be 
responsible for conducting the pre- and post-surveys and tallies as required. We understand that 
the City will lead the sidewalk trail construction, as it is located on public right-of-way.  

Thank you for your consideration of the grant. We look forward to improving the safety of our 
students and staff walking and biking to school. If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
me (763) 712-4200 x106. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Administrator  

PACT Charter School 
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