
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

Public Works Committee

Monday August 15, 2011

5:30 pm

Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve Public Works Committee meeting minutes dated July 19, 2011
 

5. Committee Business
 

1. Review Standard Contract Language Related to Construction Projects
 

2. Update on Recent Storm and Flooding Complaints
 

3. Discuss Grading Permit Requirements
 

6. Committee/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

Public Works Committee   4. 1.           

Meeting Date: 08/15/2011  

By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Approve Public Works Committee meeting minutes dated July 19, 2011

Background:

The Public Works Committee held its regular meeting on July 19, 2011

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

n/a

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Approve attached Pulbic Works Committee meeting minutes date July 19, 2011

Attachments

Minutes of 07.19.11

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/11/2011 09:34 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/11/2011 03:44 PM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 08/10/2011 03:15 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/11/2011 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 19, 2011 at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Colin McGlone 

    Councilmember David Elvig 

    Councilmember Randy Backous 

 

Also Present:   City Administrator Kurtis G. Ulrich 

    Mayor Bob Ramsey 

    Public Works Director Brian Olson 

    City Engineer Tim Himmer 

    Street Supervisor Grant Reimer 

    Parks Supervisor Riverblood 

    Civil Engineer Leonard Linton 

    Councilmember Jeff Wise 

    Councilmember Tossey arrived 5:50 pm 

         

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson McGlone called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:30 

p.m. 

  

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

none 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous to approve the agenda, 

as presented.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson McGlone, Councilmembers Backous and Elvig.  

Voting No: None. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the minutes 

from the June 21, 2011 Public Works Meeting. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson McGlone and Councilmembers Backous and Elvig.  

Voting No: None. 
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COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

Case #5.1 Consider Stormwater Solutions for Woodland Green Pond 

Public Works Director Olson reviewed in the staff report that the residents, Jason and Ruth 

Obermaier, 5220 156
th

 Lane NW have contacted the City about water standing in their back yard.  

Chairperson McGlone asked if the existing sanitary and sewer can handle the flow. 

Councilmember Elvig asked is this problem the drain field or the drainage of the entire area. 

Councilmember Elvig also stated that his opinion is to get them hooked up to the City sewer 

system. 

Councilmember Backous thought this might be the most logical solution. 

Public Works Director Olson responded that the homeowners may not want a monthly sewer bill 

and asked Mr. Obermaier how often this has been an issue for this neighborhood. 

Mr. Obermaier responded most years throughout the summer it’s fine, it has flooded for a week 

or two but it has never gotten this high. 

Mayor Ramsey clarified the discussion that if they connect to sanitary sewer it is not going to 

take the water away it is only going to take their drain field out. 

Mr. Obermaier has a concern with the open ditch in the park area and he would like to see 

something done with the drainage also. 

Paul Moravetz, 15611 Barium Street was present to state that the water is getting close to the 

drain field too. 

Chairperson McGlone doesn’t think it feasible that they are never going to have water in there. 

Councilmember Backous stated it is a 100 year event and asked if they have a water problem 

more often. 

They responded that it has been more of a problem when they did the system west of 47. 

Councilmember Backous stated that it seems they have a water problem more often and the 

sewer system is going to fix that. 

Chairperson McGlone wants to be clear; he thought we were going to put a pipe in for a 

stormwater. 
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Chairperson McGlone would like to look at the whole situation and asked can we keep the water 

down so staff can take a look at it and come back with something. 

Public Works Director Olson responded we are doing all that we can and we have a seasonal 

working on it. 

Public Works Director Olson stated what staff is asking for is whether or not if there is 

consensus to move forward with any of the three options stated in the case or if the fourth option 

is more desirable.  Staff can bring this back at a future date with costs and see if the property 

owner is willing to obtain this option to get sewer to his house. 

Commissioner Backous would like to see the drainage problem fixed in that whole area and 

doesn’t feel we have enough information to make a recommendation.   

City Engineer Himmer wanted to point out when we develop these easements and these ponds 

we do it for that 100 year events.  When you get those back to back events that we just got hit 

with, the soils are becoming more saturated so it doesn’t infiltrate quite as quick and he doesn’t 

know if it is necessarily a drainage issue city wide.  

Chairperson McGlone would like to first work with the affected property, install a new system 

first or whatever that takes, fix that first and fix that 75 foot drainage and utility easement.   

The consensus of the Committee is to move forward with relocating or hooking up to sewer and 

in the meantime work with the homeowner to extend the easement back as far as we can. 

Case #5.2: Sidewalk Snowplowing Policy 

 

Street Supervisor Riemer reviewed the staff report. 

 

Staff is looking for direction if residents should be responsible for their own sidewalks. 

 

Councilmember Backous stated it is a 50/50 issue to him and doesn’t like leaving it up to 

residents because you are going to have sections that are not going to get done. 

 

Councilmember McGlone stated it is an amenity for our residents to have trails and sidewalks 

and is an advocate for the residents to maintain their sidewalks. 

 

Street Supervisor Riemer asked for direction on the issue of large span neighborhoods that are 

being developed.   

 

Councilmember Elvig responded that he doesn’t know how important those sidewalks are until 

the neighborhood starts to fill up. 

 

Public Works Director Olson asked when creating a policy a development has to be 75 percent 

filled before we start enforcing and /or maintaining the sidewalks in the winter.  
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City Administrator Ulrich added for the transition policy is to stop the service first and tell 

people they are responsible for shoveling their sidewalk if they want to but we will not enforce it. 

Stopping that service will create some neighborhood pure pressure to shovel those walks, then 

phase in heavy handed implementation and maybe two to three years down the line see how it 

works. 

 

Consensus of the Committee is for townhome developments to maintain their own sidewalks. 

 

Case #5.3: RFP for Parking Ramp and Parking Lot Snow Removal at the Municipal 

Center  

 

Street Supervisor Remer is asking for going out for RFP’s for snow removal of the parking ramp 

and the three parking lots at the municipal center.  City maintenance staff would still do the 

sidewalks around the municipal center. 

 

Street Supervisor Riemer also wanted the Committee to know that as part of the contract the 

parking ramp would need to be done by 5am for the bus service. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, second by Chairperson McGlone to recommend RFP for 

contracted snow removal services for municipal parking ramp and parking lot at the municipal 

center.  

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson McGlone and Councilmembers Backous and Elvig.  

Voting No: None. 

Case #5.4: Review Dirt Road Elimination Policy 

Public Works Street Supervisor Riemer reviewed the staff report and stated that we are down to 

about 1.5 miles of dirt road.  Of the two that require the most maintenance is Xenolith Street on 

the north end of town and Beatty Avenue on the south end of town, both have bad drainage and 

gets numerous request for grading and maintenance in these areas. He stated if we were to 

continue with the policy these would be the two areas he would like to see concentrated on if 

possible.  He also explained it takes about 3.5 hours to do all the dirt roads in our system.  Staff 

is asking for prioritizing the streets if we were to continue with this program 

Councilmember Elvig wants clarification that the policy is if they want to petition the City would 

put 50% in to create incentive and asked if any of these people have come forward.   

Councilmember McGlone stated asked if we were going to go ahead and initiate a road project 

are these already listed in our CIP. If we are talking policy perhaps as part of our policy is to add 

these to our CIP and may have a different funding in the future.   

Councilmember Backous asked does that require a letter to those residents, 

Street Supervisor Riemer stated that staff just wanted to make the Committee aware that those 

roads are out there and is asking if there is any priority. 
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City Administrator Ulrich summarized from the discussion that the letter referred to would just 

be a reminder to those residents that the City does have a dirt road policy and we will pay half, 

this is the existing policy, if there is any urgency or incentive to that then a petition would need 

to be brought forward. 

Chairperson McGlone would like to see these projects put on the CIP. 

Street Supervisor Reimer stated right now it is coming out of the street overlay and sealcoat 

projects. 

Public Works Director Olson stated there is so much to discuss in regards to the street 

reconstruction issue that is whether we contribute anything, whether still require assessments or a 

portion of, whether we pick up the first paving.  If we do that we have to think about other 

things. He does feel that it would be a good idea to notify people that we are coming to a close 

on our gravel and dirt roads and this program is currently out there.   

Staff is asking to eliminate dirt roads when development opportunities present itself. 

Consensus of Committee is to continue in this direction.   

Case #5.5: Update on Anoka County Access Spacing Guidelines that Determine 

Locations for Hard Channelization 

Public Works Director Olson reviewed the staff report and opened it up for discussion. 

Chairperson McGlone asked if we are currently working with Anoka and other communities to 

address these things with the County. 

Public Works Director Olson responded not over our change spacing guidelines.  The last time 

this was discussed staff was asked to look into two specific areas.  One was Bunker Lake 

Boulevard and Highway 47 and as a result of the joint meeting with the City of Anoka, they 

agreed to take the lead on this.  The other area was Sunfish Lake Boulevard near Highway 10. 

Staff has met with the property owners and we agreed to contribute to the cost, because there was 

uncertainty to what the solution was, there was uncertainty that we could contribute to a certain 

amount.  This prompted the property owners to go to Anoka County and the County Engineers 

have agreed to send a memo defining their stands on the project and staff is still waiting for that 

memo.  

COMMITTEE INPUT 

 

Public Works Director Olson gave an update on the following projects:  

 

Updates on Street Maintenance Program is on tonight’s Special City Council Meeting. 

Update on Bunker Lake Blvd and 83 signalization continues and they are running sewer on the 

west side of Armstrong Boulevard.   
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Design of the county job on Bunker Lake Boulevard from Sunfish Lake Boulevard to 

Germanium Street is on hold for now 

Dysprosium project is ready to begin later this week.  City Engineer Himmer stated he is still 

hearing comments. 

Alpine Drive overlay and trail getting near completion. 

Parking ramp expansion will be going to City Council in August  

Chameleon project awarded. 

Sunfish and Alpine is still under construction  

 

Public Works Director Olson wanted to update the Committee about the Highway Safety 

Improvement Program.  He stated the County has put in a grant application for Bunker Lake 

Boulevard and Sunwood Drive signalization for $500,000 and we would need to fill the funding 

gap for that project 

 

August Public Works Committee meeting rescheduled to Monday, August 15
th

. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Elvig to adjourn the Public 

Works Committee Meeting. 

 

Motion carried.   

 

The regular meeting of the Public Works Committee adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Brian Olson 

Public Works Director  

 

 

Drafted by Mary Jo Warner 

City of Ramsey Public Works Secretary 
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Meeting Date: 08/15/2011  

By: Tim Himmer, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Review Standard Contract Language Related to Construction Projects

Background:

Construction contract language has been discussed numerous times over the past year, with the main item of

contention by the Council being the requirement for prompt remedial action by the contractor.  There is a desire to

understand the timing for getting a contractor back on a project should any work be found defective.  Attached is

the City's standard general condition language contained within our specifications.  I have highlighted specific

items germane to the Council's concern, and feel that the current language is sufficient to resolve timely corrective

actions of deficient work.  Additional language could be added to clarify the timelines for contractor response, and

staff is looking for feedback from the Council on whether they feel their concerns are satisfactorily addressed in the

current language or whether revisions are necessary.

Notification:

Observations:

Staff would also like to discuss a couple of other items related to our construction contracts; including contract close

out (warranty bonds), and contingency authority.  We have heard from contractors on several occasions that they

would like to final projects with minor items remaining, and handle those with the warranty bond that they are

required to post following project close out.  There are currently several existing projects in the City where the only

remaining item is turf establishment; the seed has been planted but we are awaiting full growth over the entire area. 

The contractors are arguing that the warranty bonds should satisfy the security requirement and ensure that any

necessary corrective actions (if any) will be addressed should something go wrong.  They state that in some

instances they cannot take on additional projects because their bonding capacity has reached its limit; they cannot

get additional performance and payment bonds issued until some of their previous projects are released.  They are

hopeful that the Council will consider turf establishment similar to road and utility work where we currently require

a 1 year warranty following project acceptance.  Under this scenario a project could potentially be accepted for final

payment following the installation of seed (or other ground cover) in the fall of the year without knowing whether

the turf would actual take (spring growth).

Another item staff is looking for feedback on is whether the Council is comfortable including a standard

construction contingency with projects, as a small percentage of the overall contract price.  This would be approved

by the Council at the time of award but not included in the overall contract with the contractor; it would be an

allowance authority for staff to utilize if site conditions require additional work or a revised approach.  Usually at

the onset of construction property owners come forward with concerns that weren't previously identified during the

design process that would necessitate a revised approach to the work; including such things as addition of a catch

basin and/or storm pipe to address a drainage concern, realigning a sidewalk/trail around a junction box, tree, or

private improvement near the construction limits of the project, septic system and/or wells near the construction

limits, etc.  Other unknown items could also present themselves during construction; including high water table,

poor soils, deteriorated pipes, expanded removal limits, etc.

Staff understands that we must effectively manage projects to keep them on schedule and on budget, but sometimes

unknown conditions present themselves.  It's in these instances that it would be nice to have some flexibility at the

staff level to effectively construction manage and resolve matters quickly.  This contingency would only be utilized

as necessary, and up to a maximum cap – similar to what frequently occurs on larger projects.

Funding Source:



Contract revisions can be handled at the staff level and require no funding.  If the Council is open to the idea of a

construction contingency, those funds would be budgeted as a project cost and identified in the funding source for

that particular project.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Public Works Committee recommend to the City Council consideration of construction

project close out for minor outstanding items.  All outstanding items would be outlined for the Council at the time

of request for final payment, and Council can determine whether it's acceptable for these items to be covered by the

warranty bond for the project.

-and-

Staff recommends that the Public Works Committee recommend to the City Council the inclusion of a 3%

construction contingency on all projects.  This would give staff the ability to effectively manage projects to account

for unforeseen conditions and necessary project revisions.

Committee Action:

Based upon discussion.

Attachments

Specification General Conditions

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/10/2011 03:16 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/11/2011 03:44 PM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 08/10/2011 11:01 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/11/2011 
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ARTICLE 1. Definitions 
 
The following words, phrases or terms hereinafter used in the agreement of any contract documents 
shall be interpreted according to each designated meaning as follows:  
 
1.1 Addenda: Written or graphic instruments issued prior to the execution of the agreement which 
modify or interpret the contract documents, drawings and specifications, by additions, deletions, 
clarifications or corrections.  
 
1.2 Agreement: The written agreement between the Owner and the Contractor covering the work 
to be performed, including all contract documents.  
 
1.3 Bid Guaranty: The term means the security designated in the contract documents to be 
furnished by the bidder as a guaranty of good faith to enter into a contract with the Owner if the work 
is awarded to him.  
 
1.4 Bid Proposal: The offer or proposal of the bidder submitted on the prescribed form setting 
forth the prices for the work to be performed.  
 
1.5 Bidder: Any individual, partnership, or corporation submitting a proposal for the work to be 
completed.  
 
1.6 Calendar Day: Every day shown on the calendar.  
 
1.7 Change Order: A written order to the Contractor signed by the Owner authorizing an addition, 
deletion or revision in the work, or an adjustment in the contract price or the contract time issued after 
execution of this agreement.  
 
1.8 Contract Bonds: Performance, labor and material payment bonds, maintenance or guarantee-
instruments of security, furnished by the Contractor and his surety in accordance with the contract 
documents.  
 
1.9 Contract Documents: The contract documents shall consist of the following:  
 
(1) Legal and Procedural Documents  
 a. Advertisements for Bids 
 b. Information for Bidders 
 c. Executed Bid Form 
 d. Executed Bid Guaranty 
 e. Executed Agreement 
 f. Executed Bond 
 g. Notice of Award 
 h. Notice to Proceed 
(2) Special Provisions  
(3) Technical Provisions  
(4) General Conditions  
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(5) Executed Payment Forms  
(6) Drawing(s)  
(7) All addenda issued by the Engineer prior to the time of the opening of the bids.  
(8) Supplemental Agreements & Change Orders  
 
1.10 Contract Price: The total monies payable to the Contractor under the contract documents.  
 
1.11 Contract Time: The number of calendar days stated in the contract documents for the 
completion of the work.  
 
1.12 Contractor:  The individual, partnership, or corporation undertaking the execution of the work 
under the terms of the contract and acting directly or through a duly authorized representative.  
 
1.13 Engineer: By the term "Engineer" is meant Tim Himmer, City Engineer, 7550 Sunwood 
Drive. NW, Ramsey Minnesota 55303, who has been appointed by the Owner to take charge of the 
work contemplated by these specifications and accompanying drawings and is designated and 
referred to in these specifications as the "Engineer".  (The Engineer or Owner may appoint an 
authorized representative or inspector, limited in authority, assigned to make inspection of the work 
performed and materials furnished by the Contractor.  Such a representative has no authority to order 
or permit deviation from plans and specifications.)  
 
1.14 Field Order: A written order affecting a change in the work not involving an adjustment in the 
contract price or an extension of the contract time, issued by the Engineer to the Contractor during 
construction.  
 
1.15 Notice of Award: The written notice of the acceptance of the bid issued by the Owner to the 
Successful bidder.  
 
1.16 Notice to Proceed: The written notice issued by the Owner to the Contractor authorizing him 
to proceed with the work and establishing the date of commencement of the work.  
 
1.17 Owner: A private, public or quasi-public body or authority, corporation, association, 
partnership, or individual for whom the work is to be performed.  
 
1.18 Plans: The term means the official drawings, plans, profiles, elevation, cross sections and 
supplemental drawings, or reproductions thereof, approved by the Engineer, which show the location, 
character, dimensions and details of work to be performed.  All such drawings, as listed elsewhere in 
the contract documents, are a part of the plans whether attached to the contract documents or separate 
therefrom.  
 
1.19 Project: The undertaking to be performed as provided in the contract documents.  
 
1.20 Project Representative: The term means an authorized representative of the Engineer, assigned 
to make any or all necessary inspections of the work performed and the materials furnished by the 
Contractor. 
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1.21 Shop Drawings: All drawings, diagrams, illustrations, brochures, schedules and other data 
which are prepared by the Contractor, a subcontractor, manufacturer, supplier or distributor and 
which illustrate the equipment, material or some portion of the work.  
 
1.22 Special Provisions: The term means contract requirements peculiar to the project which are 
not otherwise thoroughly or satisfactorily detailed and set forth in the standard detail specifications or 
plans.  
 
1.23 Specifications: The term means the directions, provisions, and requirements contained herein, 
together with all written agreements made or to be made pertaining to the method and manner of 
performing the work, or to the quantities and qualities of materials to be furnished under the contract.  
 
1.24 Subcontractor: The term means those having a direct contract with the Contractor and it 
includes one who furnished materials worked to a special design according to the plans and 
specifications of this work, but does not include one who merely furnishes material so worked.  
 
1.25 Substantial Completion: That date as certified in writing by the Engineer when the 
construction of the project or a specified part thereof is sufficiently complete in accordance with the 
contract documents for use by the Owner.  
 
1.26 Supplemental General Conditions: Modification to the general conditions that supplement, 
add to, delete from or change the articles therein.  
 
1.27 Surety: The Guarantor for the Contractor who, with the Contractor, signs an instrument or 
instruments known as the bond or bonds guaranteeing that the Contractor will fully comply with the 
plans, specifications and agreements.  
 
1.28 Work: The entire completed construction or the various separately identifiable parts thereof 
required to be furnished under the Contract Documents.  Work is the result of performing services, 
furnishing labor and furnishing and incorporating materials and equipment into the construction, all 
as required by the Contract Documents.  
 
Abbreviations 
 
1.28 A.A.S.H.O.: The American Association of State Highway Officials.  All references to 
A.S.S.H.O. specifications or methods of tests shall be understood to refer to their latest published 
edition of the "Standard Specifications for Highway Materials and Methods of Sampling and 
Testing".  
 
1.29 A.N.S.I.: American National Standards Institute, Inc.  All references to A.N.S.I. specifications 
shall be understood to refer to their latest published edition.  
 
1.30 A.S.A.: The American Standards Association.  All references to A.S.A. specifications shall be 
understood to refer to their latest published edition.  
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1.31 A.S.T.M.: The American Society for Testing Materials.  All references to A.S.T.M. 
specifications or methods shall be understood to refer to their latest published edition of the A.S.T.M. 
Standards.  
 
1.32 A.W.W.A.: The American Water Works Association.  All references to A.W.W.A. 
specifications shall be understood to refer to their latest published edition.  
 
1.33 MN/DOT: The Minnesota Department of Transportation.  All references to MN/DOT 
specifications shall be understood to refer to their latest published edition.  
 
1.34  M.S.S.: Minnesota State Statutes.  All references to M.S.S. shall be understood to refer to the 
latest published edition.  
 
ARTICLE 2. Progress and Submission Schedule; Pre-Construction Conference; Time of 

Starting Work 
 
2.1 Within 10 Calendar Days after execution of this Agreement, the Contractor shall prepare and 
submit to the Engineer for review an estimated progress schedule indicating the starting and 
completion dates of the various stages of the Work and a schedule of Shop Drawing submissions.  
 
2.2 Before starting the Work, a conference will be held to review the above schedules, to establish 
procedures for handling Shop Drawings and other submissions and to establish a working 
understanding between the parties as to the Project.  Present at the conference will be the Engineer, 
Project Representative, the Contractor, his superintendent, the Owner and any others who may have 
an interest in the Project. 
 
2.3 Prior to starting the Work, the Contractor will furnish the Engineer certificates of insurance as 
required by the appropriate provisions of the Contract Documents. 
 
2.4 The Work contemplated hereunder shall be commenced within ten (10) Calendar Days after 
receipt by the Contractor of written Notice to Proceed from the Engineer and shall be completed 
within the time limits set forth in the Special Provisions or as specified elsewhere in the Contract 
Documents. 
 
2.5 If the Contractor is delayed in the performance of the Work by any neglect of Owner or 
Engineer, or by an employee, agent or representative of either, or by changes ordered in the Work, or 
by the combined action of workmen (either those employed on the Work or in any industry essential 
to the conduct of the Work) in no way caused by or resulting from the default or collusion on the part 
of the Contractor, or by strikes, lockouts, embargoes, fire, unavoidable casualties, unusual delays in 
transportation, national emergency, or by any other causes which Contractor could not reasonably 
control or circumvent, the scheduled completion date and interim completion dates shall be extended 
for a period equal to the length of such delay if within five Calendar Days after expiration of any such 
delay Contractor delivers to Engineer a written request for extension for such delay, and such request 
is approved by the Owner or Engineer, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld by Owner 
or Engineer.  In case of a continuing cause of delay of a particular nature, Contractor shall be required 
to make only one such request with respect thereto.  Extension of time shall be the Contractor's sole 
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remedy for any such delay (except for Contractor's right to terminate this Agreement pursuant to the 
provisions of Article 43 hereinafter), unless the same shall be caused by acts constituting intentional 
interference by the Owner or Engineer with Contractor's performance of the Work and where to the 
extent that such acts continue after Contractor's notice to Owner or Engineer of such interference.  
Owner' s or Engineer's exercise of any of its rights under Article 20, Changes in the Work, regardless 
of the extent or number of such changes, or Owner's exercise of any of its remedies of suspension of 
the Work, or requirement of correction or re-execution of any defective Work, shall not under any 
circumstances be construed as intentional interference with Contractor's performance of the Work.  
 
2.6 All time limits stated in the Contract Documents are of the essence of the Agreement.  The 
provisions of this Article shall not exclude recovery for damages (including compensation for 
additional professional services) for delay by either party.  
 
ARTICLE 3. Plans and Specifications 

 
3.1 It is the intent of the Specifications and Plans to describe a complete Project to be constructed 
in accordance with the Contract Documents.  
 
3.2 The Contract Documents are complementary; what is called for by one is as binding as if 
called for by all.  If the Contractor finds a conflict, error or discrepancy in the Contract Documents, 
he will call it to the Engineer's attention in writing before proceeding with the Work affected thereby.  
In resolving such conflicts, errors and discrepancies, the Contract Documents shall be given 
precedence in the following order: Agreement, Specifications, Plans.  Within the Specifications, the 
order of precedence shall be as follows: Special Provisions, Addenda, General Conditions, Technical 
Specifications Provisions.  Figure dimensions on Plans shall govern over scale dimensions, and 
detailed Plans shall govern over general Plans.  Any Work that may reasonably be inferred from the 
Specifications or Plans as being required to produce the intended results shall be supplied whether or 
not it is specifically called for.  Work, materials or equipment described in words which so applied 
have a well-known technical or trade meaning shall be deemed to refer to such recognized standards.  
 
ARTICLE 4. Detailed Drawings and Instructions 
 
4.1 Unless otherwise provided, the Contractor shall furnish all labor, materials, equipment, tools, 
transportation, supplies and incidentals which may be necessary to construct and complete the Work 
in accordance with the Contract Documents.  
 
4.2 The Engineer will furnish to the Contractor with reasonable promptness additional 
instructions by means of drawings and/or otherwise necessary information for the proper execution of 
the Work when, in the opinion of the Engineer, such are required.  All drawings and instructions shall 
be consistent with the Plans and Specifications, true developments thereof, and reasonably inferable 
therefrom.  The Contractor shall do no Work without proper drawings and instructions.  In giving 
such additional instructions, the Engineer shall have authority to make minor changes in the Work, 
not involving extra cost, and not inconsistent with the purpose of the Work.  
 
4.3 The Contractor shall submit, with such promptness as to cause no delay in the Work or in that 
of any other Contractor, three (3) copies of all Shop (or setting) Drawings and schedules required for 
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the Work of the various trades and the Engineer shall pass upon them with reasonable promptness.  
The Contractor shall make any corrections required by the Engineer, file with the Engineer two (2) 
corrected copies and furnish such other copies as may be needed.  The Engineer's approval of such 
drawings or schedules shall not relieve the Contractor from responsibility for deviation from Plans or 
Specifications, unless the Contractor has, in writing, called the Engineer's attention to such deviation 
at the time of submission, nor shall it relieve the Contractor from responsibility for errors of any sort 
in Shop Drawings or schedules.  
 
4.4 Unless otherwise set forth in the Contract Documents or bidding documents, it shall be the 
Contractor's sole responsibility to determine subsoil conditions prior to the bidding of the job.  If 
under the terms of the Contract Documents, the responsibility for subsoil conditions is with the 
Contractor, Contractor hereby represents that he has inspected the location or locations of the Work 
and has satisfied himself as to the condition thereof, including subsoil conditions, and that the 
Contract Price as set forth herein is just and reasonable compensation for all Work, including all 
foreseen or unforeseeable risks, hazards, and difficulties in connection therewith.  
 
4.5 The Engineer will furnish and set stakes as may be necessary for the Contractor in order that 
the Contractor may construct the Work to the proper grade and alignment.  
 
4.6 The Contractor shall carefully preserve benchmarks, reference points and stakes and, in case 
of willful or careless destruction, he shall be charged with the resulting expense and shall be 
responsible for any mistakes that may be caused by their unnecessary loss or disturbance.  
 
4.7 The Engineer shall furnish such survey lines and grades as may be necessary for the proper 
control of the Work; but this shall not relieve the Contractor of responsibility for making careful and 
accurate measurements and for constructing the Work accurately to the lines furnished by the 
Engineer.  The Contractor shall give the Engineer reasonable notice of his requirements for such 
survey lines and grade as the Contractor may require.  
 
4.8 The Contractor shall furnish and place, as directed, all necessary guide boards and 
appurtenances and give such other incidental assistance at the Work site as may be required by the 
Engineer, for staking out the Work.  The Contractor's working operations which interfere with the 
activities of the Engineer shall be temporarily suspended for such reasonable time as the Engineer 
may deem necessary.  The Contractor shall carefully preserve the points furnished by the Engineer 
and shall receive no extra compensation for any materials or services furnished by the Contractor 
incidental to these operations of the Engineer.  
 
ARTICLE 5. Ownership and Copies of Documents, Record Documents and Security Thereof  

 
5.1 All Specifications, Plans and copies thereof furnished by the Owner, through the Engineer, 
shall remain the Owner's property.  They shall not be used on another project, and, with the exception 
of those sets which have been signed in connection with the execution of the Agreement, shall be 
returned to the Owner upon completion of the Project.  
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5.2 The Owner, through the Engineer, will furnish to the Contractor up to three (3) copies of the 
Specifications and Plans as are reasonably necessary for the execution of the Work.  Additional 
copies will be furnished, upon request, at the cost of reproduction.  
 
5.3 The Contractor will keep one record copy of all Specifications, Plans, Addenda, 
modifications, and Shop Drawings at the Work site in good order and annotated to show all changes 
made during the construction process.  These shall be made available to the Engineer as the Project is 
completed.  
 
ARTICLE 6. Patent Fees and Royalties 

 
The Contractor will pay all license fees and royalties and assume all costs incidental to the use of any 
invention, design, process or device which is the subject of patent rights or copyrights held by others.  
The Contractor will indemnify and hold harmless the Owner and the Engineer and anyone directly or 
indirectly employed by the Owner from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses 
(including attorney's fees) arising out of any infringement of such rights during or after completion of 
the Work, and shall defend all such claims in connection with any alleged infringement of such 
rights.  
 
ARTICLE 7. Work by Others and Subcontractors 

 
7.1 The Owner may perform additional work related to the Project or may let other direct 
contracts therefrom which shall contain general conditions similar to these.  The Contractor will 
afford the other contractors who are parties to such direct contracts (or the Owner, if performing the 
additional work), reasonable opportunity for the introduction and storage of materials and equipment 
and the execution of work, and shall properly connect and coordinate the Work with other 
contractors.  
 
7.2 If any part of the Contractor's Work depends upon the work of any such other contractor (or 
the Owner) for proper execution or results, the Contractor will inspect and promptly report to the 
Engineer in writing any defects or deficiencies in such work that render it unsuitable for such proper 
execution and results.  The Contractor's failure to report shall constitute an acceptance of the other 
work as fit and proper for the relationship of his Work except as to defects and deficiencies which 
may appear in the other work after the execution of this Work.  
 
7.3 The Contractor will do all cutting, fitting and patching of the Work that may be required to 
make several parts come together properly and fit to receive or be received by such other work.  The 
Contractor will not endanger any work of others by cutting, excavating or otherwise altering other's 
work and will only cut or alter their work with the written consent of the Engineer.  
 
7.4 Within 10 Calendar Days of execution of this Agreement, the Contractor will submit to the 
Engineer for acceptance a list of the names of Subcontractors and such other persons and 
organizations (including those who are to furnish materials or equipment fabricated to a special 
design) proposed for those portions of the Work for which the identity of the Subcontractors and 
other persons and organizations must be submitted as specified in the Contract Documents.  Prior to 
the execution of the Work, the Engineer will notify the Contractor in writing if either the Owner or 
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the Engineer, after due investigation, has reasonable objection to any Subcontractor, person or 
organization on such list.  The failure of the Owner or the Engineer to make objection to any 
Subcontractor, person or organization on the list prior to the execution of the Work shall constitute an 
acceptance of such Subcontractor, person or organization.  Acceptance of any such Subcontractor, 
person or organization shall not constitute a waiver of any right of the Owner or the Engineer to reject 
defective workmanship, material, equipment, employees of the Contractor, or Work, material or 
equipment not in conformance with the requirements of the Contract Documents.  
 
7.5 If, prior to the commencing of the Work, the Owner or the Engineer has reasonable objection 
to and refuses to accept any Subcontractor, person or organization on such list, the Contractor may, 
prior to such commencement, either 1) submit an acceptable substitute without an increase in his 
Contract Price or 2) withdraw his bid and forfeit his bid security.  If, after the commencement of the 
Work, the Owner or the Engineer refuses to accept any Subcontractor, person or organization on such 
list, the Contractor will submit an acceptable substitute and the Contract Price shall be increased or 
decreased by the difference in cost occasioned by such substitution and an appropriate Change Order 
shall be issued; however, no such increase in the Contract Price shall be allowed in respect of any 
substitution unless the Contractor has acted promptly and reasonably in submitting a name with 
respect thereto prior to the execution of the Work.  
 
7.6 The Contractor will not employ any Subcontractor (whether initially or as a substitute) against 
whom the Owner or the Engineer may have reasonable objection, nor will the Contractor be required 
to employ any Subcontractor against whom the Contractor has reasonable objection.  The Contractor 
will not make any substitution for any Subcontractor who has been accepted by the Owner and the 
Engineer, unless the Engineer determines that there is good cause for doing so. 
 
7.7 The Contractor will be fully responsible for all acts and omissions of his Subcontractors and 
of persons directly employed by them and of persons for whose acts any of them may be liable to the 
same extent that the Contractor is responsible for the acts and omissions of persons directly employed 
by the Contractor.  Nothing in the Contract Documents shall create any contractual relationship 
between any Subcontractor and the Owner or the Engineer or any obligation on the part of the Owner.  
 
7.8 The divisions and sections of the Specifications and the identifications of any Plans shall not 
control the Contractor in dividing the Work among Subcontractors or delineating the Work to be 
performed by any trade.  
 
7.9 The Contractor agrees to specifically bind every Subcontractor to all of the applicable terms 
and conditions of the Contract Documents.  Every Subcontractor, by undertaking to perform any of 
the Work, will thereby automatically be deemed to be bound by such terms and conditions.  
 
7.10 All Work performed for the Contractor by a Subcontractor shall be pursuant to an appropriate 
agreement between the Contractor and the Subcontractor which shall contain provisions that waive all 
rights the contracting parties may have against one another for damages caused by fire or other perils 
covered by insurance provided in accordance with Contract Documents.  The Contractor shall upon 
request from the Engineer provide copies of the written subcontract agreements to the Engineer.  The 
Contractor will pay each Subcontractor a just share of any insurance monies received by the 
Contractor. 
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ARTICLE 8: Materials, Equipment and Labor; Substitute Material or Equipment 
 
8.1 The Contractor will provide and pay for all materials, equipment, labor, transportation, 
construction equipment and machinery, tools, appliances, fuel, power, light, heat, telephone, water 
and sanitary facilities and all other facilities and incidentals necessary for the execution, testing, 
initial operation and completion of the Work.  
 
8.2 The Contractor covenants that all Work shall be done in a good and workmanlike manner and 
that all materials furnished and used in connection therewith shall be new and approved by the 
Engineer, except as otherwise expressly provided for in the Plans and Specifications.  
 
8.3 If it is indicated in the Specifications that the Contractor may furnish or use a substitute that is 
equal to any material or equipment specified, and if the Contractor wishes to furnish or use a 
proposed substitute, the Contractor will, promptly after the Notice of Award, make written 
application to the Engineer for approval of such a substitute certifying in writing that the proposed 
substitute will perform adequately the duties imposed by the general design, be similar and/or equal 
substance to that specified and be suited to the same use and capable of performing the same function 
as that specified.  No substitute shall be ordered or installed without the written approval of the 
Engineer who shall be the judge of equality.  
 
8.4 All materials and equipment shall be applied, installed, connected, erected, used, cleaned and 
conditioned in accordance with the instructions of the applicable manufacturer, fabricator or 
processors, except as otherwise specifically provided in the Contract Documents.  
 
ARTICLE 9. Errors, Omissions. Etc.  
 
Should it appear that the Work here intended to be done or any of the materials or matters relative 
thereto are not sufficiently detailed or explained on the Plans or in the Specifications, or should any 
error, discrepancy or inconsistency appear between any of the Plans and the Specifications, the 
Engineer shall furnish additional drawings, details or explanations and shall have power to interpret, 
correct, adjust and explain all errors, omissions, discrepancies, doubts and misunderstandings 
between such Plans and Specifications, or between several drawings and Specifications, or between 
several drawings, and the decision of the Engineer therein shall be final and conclusive.  
 
ARTICLE 10. Permits Laws Taxes and Regulations 
 
10.1  The Contractor will secure and pay for all construction permits and licenses and will pay all 
governmental and public utility charges and inspection fees necessary for the performance of the 
Work.  
 
10.2  If the Contractor observes that the Specifications or Plans are at variance therewith, the 
Contractor will give the Engineer prompt written notice thereof, and any necessary changes shall be 
adjusted by an appropriate modification.  If the Contractor performs any of the Work knowing or 
when with the exercise of due care he should have known, it be contrary to any such laws, 
ordinances, rules and regulations applicable to said Work and fails to give the Owner or Engineer 
notice thereof prior to the performance thereof, Contractor shall bear all costs, including reasonable 



GC 11 

 

attorney's fees, arising therefrom.  Further, Contractor shall observe and abide by and perform all of 
its obligations hereunder in accordance with all applicable laws, rules and regulations of all 
governmental authorities having jurisdiction, including the Federal Occupational, Safety and Health 
Act.  Contractor agrees to take affirmative action to not discriminate against any employee or 
applicant for employment because of race, creed, color or national origin.  To the extent applicable, 
Contractor will comply with all provisions of any executive orders and any rules, regulations, orders, 
instructions, designations and other directives promulgated by any governmental unit with 
jurisdiction thereof.  Violation of this provision, after notice, shall be a material breach of this 
Agreement and may result, at the Owner's option, in a termination or suspension of this Agreement in 
whole or in part. 
 
10.3  The Contractor will pay all sales, consumer, use and other similar taxes required by the law of 
the place where the Work is to be performed.  
 
ARTICLE 11. Availability of Lands; Physical and Subsurface Conditions; Reference Points 
 
11.1 The Owner will provide, as indicated in the Contract Documents and not later than the date 
when needed by the Contractor, the lands upon which the Work is to be done, rights-of-way for 
access thereto, and such other lands which are designated for the use of the Contractor, the Contractor 
will provide all additional lands and access thereto that may be required for temporary construction 
facilities or storage of materials and equipment.  
 
11.2 The Contractor will properly notify the Owner and Engineer in writing of any subsurface or 
latent physical conditions at the site differing materially from those indicated in the Contract 
Documents.  The Engineer will promptly investigate those conditions and advise the Owner in 
writing if further surveys or subsurface tests are necessary.  Promptly thereafter, the Owner will 
obtain the necessary additional surveys and tests and furnish copies to the Engineer and the 
Contractor.  If the Engineer finds that the results of such surveys or tests indicate subsurface or latent 
physical conditions differing significantly from those indicated in the Contract Documents, a Change 
Order shall be issued incorporating the necessary revisions.  
 
11.3 The Engineer will establish such general reference points as in his judgment will enable the 
Contractor to proceed with the Work.  The Contractor will be responsible for the layout cf the Work 
and will protect and preserve the established reference points and will make no changes or relocations 
without the prior written approval of the Owner and Engineer.  He will report to the Engineer 
whenever any reference point is lost or destroyed or requires relocation because of necessary changes 
in grades or locations.  The Contractor will replace and accurately relocate all reference points so lost, 
destroyed or moved.  
 
ARTICLE 12. Use of Premises  

 
12.1 The Contractor will confine his equipment, the storage of materials and equipment and the 
operations of his workmen to areas permitted by law, ordinances, permits or the requirements of the 
Contract Documents, and shall not unreasonably encumber the premises with materials or equipment.  
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12.2 The Contractor will not load nor permit any part of the structure to be loaded with weights 
that will endanger the structure, nor will he subject any part of the Work to stresses or pressures that 
will endanger it.  
 
ARTICLE 13. Engineer's Status During Construction 
 
13.1 The Engineer shall be the Owner's representative during the construction period.  All 
instructions of the Owner to the Contractor shall be issued through the Engineer.  The duties and 
responsibilities and the limitations of authority of the Engineer as the Owner's representative during 
construction are set forth in all Articles of these General Conditions and shall not be extended without 
written consent of the Owner and the Engineer.  
 
13.2 The Engineer will make regular visits to the Work site to observe the progress and quality of 
the executed Work and to determine, in general, if the Work is proceeding in accordance with the 
Contract Documents.  The Engineer's efforts will be directed toward providing assurance for the 
Owner that the completed Project will conform to the requirements of the Contract Documents.  On 
the basis of the Engineer's on-site observations as an experienced and qualified design professional, 
he will advise the Owner as to the progress of the Work and the performance of the Contractor.  
 
13.3 The Engineer will have authority to disapprove of or reject Work which is defective; i.e., is 
unsatisfactory, faulty or defective, or does not conform to the requirements of the Contract 
Documents or does not meet the requirements of any inspection, test or approval.  The Engineer will 
also have authority to require special inspection or testing of the Work whether or not the Work is 
fabricated, installed or completed.  
 
13.4 The Engineer will provide one or more full-time resident Project Representatives to assist the 
Engineer in carrying out his responsibilities at the Work site during construction activity.  The duties, 
responsibilities and limitations of authority of any such resident project representative shall be as set 
forth in the pre-construction meeting held by the Engineer.  
 
13.5 Neither the Engineer's authority to act under this article nor any decision made by him in good 
faith either to exercise or not exercise such authority shall give rise to any duty or responsibility of 
the Engineer to the Contractor, any Subcontractor, any of their agents or employees or any other 
person performing any of the Work.  
 
ARTICLE 14. Engineer's Interpretations and Decisions 

 
14.1 The Engineer will issue with reasonable promptness such written clarifications or 
interpretations to be consistent with or reasonably inferable from the overall intent of the Contract 
Documents.  
 
14.2 The Engineer will be the initial interpreter of the terms and conditions of the Contract 
Documents and the judge of the performance thereunder.  In his capacity as interpreter and judge, the 
Engineer will exercise his best efforts to insure faithful performance by the Contractor.  The Engineer 
will not show partiality and shall not be liable for the result of any interpretation or decision rendered 
in good faith.  Claims, disputes and other matters relating to the execution and progress of the Work 
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or the interpretation of or performance under the Contract Documents shall be referred initially to the 
Engineer for decision, which the Engineer shall render in writing within a reasonable time.  
 
ARTICLE 15. Shop Drawings and Samples 

 
15.1 After checking and verifying all field measurements, the Contractor will submit to the 
Engineer for approval, in accordance with the accepted schedule of Shop Drawing submissions, five 
copies (or at the Engineer's option, one reproducible copy) of all Shop Drawings, which shall have 
been checked by and stamped with the approval of the Contractor and identified as the Engineer may 
require.  The data shown on the Shop Drawings will be complete with respect to dimensions, design 
criteria, materials of construction and the like to enable the Engineer to review the information as 
required.  
 
15.2 The Contractor will also submit to the Engineer for approval, with such promptness as to 
cause no delay in Work, all samples required by the Contract Documents.  All samples will have been 
checked by and stamped with the approval of the Contractor, identified clearly as to material, 
manufacturer, any pertinent catalog numbers and the use for which intended.  
 
15.3 At the time of each submission, the Contractor will, in writing, call the Engineer's attention to 
any deviations that the Shop Drawing or sample may have from the requirements of the Contract 
Documents.  
 
15.4 The Engineer will check and approve with reasonable promptness Shop Drawings and 
samples; however, checking and approval shall be only for conformance with the design concept of 
the Project and for compliance with the information given in the Contract Documents.  The approval 
of a separate item as such will not indicate approval of the assembly in which the item functions.  The 
Contractor will make any corrections required by the Engineer and will return the required number of 
corrected copies of Shop Drawings and resubmit new samples until approved.  The Contractor shall 
direct specific attention in writing or on resubmitted Shop Drawings to revisions other than the 
corrections called for by the Engineer on previous submissions.  
 
15.5 No Work requiring a Shop Drawing or sample submission shall be commenced until the 
submission has been approved by the Engineer.  
 
15.6 The Engineer's approval of Shop Drawings or samples shall not relieve the Contractor from 
his responsibility for any deviations from the requirements of the Contract Documents unless the 
Contractor has in writing the Engineer's attention to such deviations at the time of submission and the 
Engineer has given written approval to the specific deviation, nor shall any approval by the Engineer 
relieve the Contractor from responsibility for errors or omissions in the Shop Drawings.  
 
ARTICLE 16. Tests and Inspections 
 
16.1 If the Contract Documents,laws, ordinances, rules, regulations or orders of any public 
authority having jurisdiction require any Work to specifically be inspected, tested, or approved by 
someone other than the Contractor, the Contractor will give the Engineer timely notice of readiness 
thereof.  The Contractor will give the Engineer the required certificates of inspection, testing or 
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approval.  All such tests will be in accordance with the methods prescribed by the American Society 
for Testing and Materials or such other applicable organization as may be required by law or the 
Contract Documents.  If any such Work required so to be inspected, tested, or approved is covered up 
without written approval or consent of the Engineer, it must, if directed by the Engineer, be 
uncovered at the Contractor's expense for observation.  The cost of all such inspections, test and 
approvals shall be borne by the Owner unless otherwise provided.  
 
16.2 Any Work which fails to meet the requirements of any such test, inspection or approval and 
any Work which meets the requirements of any such test or approval but does not meet the 
requirements of the Contract Documents shall be considered defective.  Such defective Work may be 
rejected, corrected or accepted as provided elsewhere in the Contract Documents.  The costs of all 
retests and follow up inspections shall be borne by the Contractor.  
 
16.3 Neither observations by the Engineer nor inspections, tests or approvals by persons other than 
the Contractor shall relieve the Contractor from his obligations to perform the Work in accordance 
with the requirements of the Contract Documents.  
 
ARTICLE 17 Contractor's Supervision and Superintendence 

 
17.1 The Contractor will supervise and direct the Work efficiently and with skill and attention.  
The Contractor will be solely responsible for the means, methods, techniques, sequences and 
procedures of construction.  Before undertaking the Work the Contractor will carefully study and 
compare the Contract Documents and check and verify all figures shown thereon and all field 
measurements.  The Contractor will at once report in writing to the Engineer any conflict, error or 
discrepancy which he may discover.  The Contractor will be responsible to see that the finished Work 
complies accurately with the Contract Documents.  
 
17.2 The Contractor will keep on the Work site at all times during its progress a resident 
superintendent satisfactory to the Engineer.  The superintendent shall not be replaced without the 
consent of the Engineer except under extraordinary circumstances.  The superintendent will be the 
Contractor's representative at the site and shall have authority to act on behalf of the Contractor.  All 
communications given to the superintendent shall be as binding as if given to the Contractor.  
 
17.3 The Contractor will provide competent, suitably qualified personnel to survey and lay out the 
Work and perform construction as required by the Contract Documents.  He will at all times maintain 
good discipline and order among his employees and the employees of his Subcontractors at the Work 
site.  
 
17.4 The Engineer and/or Owner will not be responsible for the acts or omissions of the 
Contractor, or any Subcontractors, or any agents or employees or any other persons performing any 
of the Work.  
 
ARTICLE 18. Safety and Protection: Emergencies  
 
18.1 The Contractor will be responsible for initiating, maintaining and supervising all safety 
precautions and programs in connection with the Work.  The Contractor will take all necessary 
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precautions for the safety of, and will provide the necessary protection to prevent damage, injury or 
loss to:  
 
18.1.1 All employees on the Work and other persons who may be affected thereby;  
 
18.1.2 All the Work and all materials or equipment to be incorporated therein, whether in storage on 
or off the Work site; and 
 
18.1.3 Other property at the Work site or adjacent thereto, including trees, shrubs, lawns, walks, 
pavements, roadways, structures and utilities not designated for removal, relocation or replacement in 
the course of construction.  
 
18.2 The Contractor will comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules, regulations and orders 
of any public body having jurisdiction for the safety of persons or property or to protect them from 
damage, injury or loss.  The Contractor will erect and maintain, as required by the conditions and 
progress of the Work, all necessary safeguards for safety and protection, including posting danger 
signs and other warnings against hazards and promulgating safety regulations.  The Contractor will 
notify owners of adjacent utilities when execution of Work may affect them.  When the use or storage 
of explosives or other hazardous materials is necessary for the performance of the Work, the 
Contractor will exercise the utmost care and will carry on such activities under the supervision of 
properly qualified personnel.  All damage, injury or loss to any property referred to in this paragraph 
caused, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, by the Contractor, or Subcontractor or anyone 
directly or indirectly employed by any of them or anyone for whose acts any of them may be liable, 
will be remedied by the Contractor, except damage or loss attributable to the fault of Plans or 
Specifications or to the acts or omissions of the Owner or the Engineer or anyone employed by either 
of them or for whose acts either of them may be liable, and not attributable to the fault or negligence 
of the Contractor.  
 
18.3 The Contractor will designate a responsible employee at the Work site whose duty shall be the 
prevention of accidents.  This person shall be the Contractor's superintendent unless otherwise 
designated in writing by the Contractor to the Owner and the Engineer.  
 
18.4 In emergencies affecting the safety of persons or the Work or property at the Work site or 
adjacent thereto, the Contractor, without special instruction or authorization from the Engineer, is 
obligated to act, at his discretion, to prevent threatened damage, injury or loss.  The Contractor will 
give the Engineer prompt written notice of any significant changes in the Work or deviations from the 
Contract Documents caused thereby, and a Change Order shall thereupon be issued covering the 
changes and deviations involved if said emergency is not a direct cause of the neglect of the 
Contractor or Subcontractor or a deviation by the Contractor from any of the provisions of the 
Contract Documents. 
 
ARTICLE 19. Access to the Work: Uncovering Finished Work  

 
19.1 The Engineer will at all times have access to the Work.  The Contractor will provide proper 
facilities for such access and observation of the Work and also for any inspection, or testing thereof 
by others. 
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19.2 If any Work is covered contrary to the request of the Engineer, it must, if requested by the 
Engineer, be uncovered for observation and replaced at the Contractor's expense.  
 
19.3 If any Work has been covered which the Engineer has not specifically requested to observe 
prior to its being covered, or if the Engineer considers it necessary or advisable that covered Work be 
inspected or tested by others, the Contractor, at the Engineer's request, will uncover, expose or 
otherwise make available for observation, inspection or testing as the Engineer may require, that 
portion of the Work in question, furnishing all necessary labor, material and equipment.  If it is found 
that such Work is defective or does not meet the requirements of the Contract Documents, the 
Contractor will bear all the expenses of such uncovering, exposure, observation, inspection and 
testing and of satisfactory reconstruction, including compensation for additional professional 
services, and an appropriate Change Order shall be issued depicting all such costs from the Contract 
Price.  If, however, such Work is found to be non-defective and meets the requirements of the 
Contract Documents, the Contractor will be allowed an increase in the Contract Price or extension of 
the Contract Time directly attributable to such uncovering, exposure, observation, inspection, testing 
and reconstruction, provided the Engineer first obtained uncovering approval from the Owner.  
 
ARTICLE 20. Changes in the Work 

 
20.1 Without invalidating the Agreement, the Owner may, at any time or from time to time, order 
additions, deletions or revisions in the Work; these will be authorized by Change Orders.  Upon 
receipt of a Change Order, the Contractor will proceed with the Work involved.  All such Work shall 
be executed under the applicable conditions of the Contract Documents.  If any Change Order causes 
an increase or decrease in the Contract Price or an extension or shortening of the Contract Time, an 
equitable adjustment will be made as provided in the Contract Documents.  
 
20.2 The Engineer may authorize minor changes or alterations in the Work not involving extra cost 
and not inconsistent with the overall intent of the Contract Documents.  These may be accomplished 
by a Field Order.  
 
20.3 Additional Work performed by the Contractor without authorization of a Change Order will 
not entitle him to an increase in the Contract Price or an extension of the Contract Time, except in the 
case of an emergency as provided in elsewhere herein.  
 
20.4 The Owner will execute any appropriate Change Order prepared by the Engineer covering 
changes in the Work to be performed and work performed in an emergency and any other claim of the 
Contractor for a change in the Contract Time or the Contract Price which is approved by the Owner 
and Engineer.  
 
20.5 It is the Contractor's responsibility to notify his Surety of any changes affecting the general 
scope of the Work or changes in the Contract Price and the amount of the applicable bonds shall be 
adjusted accordingly.  The Contractor will furnish proof of such adjustment to the Engineer upon its 
occurrence. 
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ARTICLE 21. Change of the Contract Price 
 
21.1 The Contract Price constitutes the total compensation payable to the Contractor for 
performing the Work.  All duties, responsibilities and obligations assigned to or undertaken by the 
Contractor shall be at the Contractor's expense without change in the Contract Price.  
 
21.2 The Contract Price may only be changed by a Change Order.  If the Contractor is entitled by 
the Contract Documents to a change in the Contract Price, the claim shall be in writing delivered to 
the Engineer within five (5) calendar days of the occurrence of the event giving rise to the claim.  All 
valid claims for adjustments in the Contract Price shall be determined by the Engineer.  Any change 
in the Contract Price resulting from any such claim shall be incorporated in a Change Order.  
 
21.3 The value of any Work covered by a Change Order or of any claims for a change in the 
Contract Price shall be determined in one of the following ways:  
 
21.3.1 Where the Work involved is covered by unit prices contained in the Contract Documents, by 
application of unit prices to the quantities of the items involved; 
 
21.3.2 By mutual acceptance of a lump sum; 
 
21.3.3 By cost and a mutually acceptable fixed amount for overhead and profit; 
 
21.3.4 If none of the above methods is agreed upon, the value shall be determined by the Engineer 
on the basis of costs and a percentage for overhead and profit.  Costs shall only include labor (payroll, 
payroll taxes, fringe benefits, workmen's compensation, etc.), materials, equipment, directly related to 
the Work involved.     The maximum percentage which shall be allowed for Contractors combined 
overhead and profit shall be as follows: 
 
21.3.4.1 For all such Work done by his own organization, the Contractor may add up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of actual net costs for combined overhead and profit; provided that no overhead or 
profit shall be allowed on costs incurred in connection with premiums for public liability insurance or 
other special insurance directly related to such Work.  In such case and also under this paragraph, the 
Contractor will submit in the form prescribed by the Engineer, an itemized cost breakdown together 
with supporting data.  
 
21.4 The amount of credit to be allowed by the Contractor to the Owner for any such changes in 
cost, will be the amount of the actual net cost plus fifteen percent (15%).  
 
ARTICLE 22. Change of Contract Time 
 
22.1 The Contract Time may only be changed by a Change Order.  If the Contractor is entitled by 
the Contract Documents to make a claim for an extension in the Contract Time, the claim shall be in 
writing delivered to the Engineer within five (5) calendar days after expiration of any such delay of 
the occurrence of the event giving rise to the claim.  All valid claims for adjustment in the Contract 
Time shall be determined by the Engineer.  Any change in the Contract Time resulting from any such 
claim shall be incorporated into a Change Order. 
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22.2 The Contract Time will be extended in an amount equal to time lost due to delays beyond the 
control of the Contractor, if he makes a claim therefrom as provided in this Agreement.  Such delays 
shall include, but not be restricted to, acts or neglect by any separate Contractor employed by the 
Owner, fires, floods, labor disputes, epidemics, abnormal weather conditions, or acts of God.  
 
22.3 All time limits stated in the Contract Documents are of the essence of the Agreement.  The 
provisions of this Article shall not exclude recovery for damages (including compensation for 
additional professional services) for delay by either party.  
 
ARTICLE 23. Neglected Work  

 
If the Contractor should neglect to prosecute the Work in accordance with the Contract Documents, 
including any requirements of the progress schedule, the Owner, after five (5) Calendar Day's written 
notice to the Contractor may, without prejudice to any other remedy, make good such deficiencies 
and the cost thereof (including compensation for additional professional services) shall be charged 
against the Contractor, in which case a Change Order shall be issued incorporating the necessary 
revisions in the Contract Documents including an appropriate reduction in the Contract Price.  If the 
payments then or thereafter due to the Contractor are not sufficient to cover such amount, the 
Contractor will pay the difference to the Owner.  
 
ARTICLE 24. Warranty and Guarantee: Correction, Removal or Acceptance of Defective 

Work  

 
24.1 The Contractor warrants and guarantees to the Owner that all materials and equipment will be 
new unless otherwise specified and that all Work will be of good quality and free from faults or 
defects and in accordance with the requirements of the Contract Documents and of any inspections, 
tests or approvals referred to elsewhere in the Contract Documents.  All unsatisfactory Work, all 
faulty or defective Work and all Work not conforming to the requirements of the Contract Documents 
or of such inspections, tests or approvals shall be considered defective.  Prompt notice of all defects 
shall be given to the Contractor.  All defective Work, whether or not in place, may be rejected.  
 
24.2 If required by the Engineer, prior to approval of final payment, the Contractor will promptly, 
without cost to the Owner and as required by the Engineer, either correct any defective Work, 
whether or not fabricated, installed or completed, or, if the Work has been rejected by the Engineer, 
remove it from the Work site and replace it with non-defective Work.  If the Contractor does not 
correct such defective Work or remove and replace such rejected Work within a reasonable time, all 

as required by written notice from the Engineer, the Owner may have the deficiency corrected or the 
rejected Work removed and replaced.  All direct or indirect costs of such correction or removal and 
replacement, including compensation for additional professional services shall be paid by the 
Contractor, and an appropriate Change Order shall be issued deducting all such costs from the 
Contract Price.  The Contractor will also bear the expenses of making good all Work of others 
destroyed or damaged by his correction, removal or replacement of his defective Work.  
 
24.3 If, after the approval of final payment and prior to the expiration of one (1) year after the date 
of Substantial Completion or such longer period of time as may be prescribed by law or by the terms 
of any applicable special guarantee required by the Contract Documents, any Work is found to be 
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defective, the Contractor will, promptly, without cost to the Owner and in accordance with the 
Owner's written instructions, either correct such defective Work, or, if it has been rejected by the 
Owner, remove it from the Work site and replace it with non-defective Work.  If the Contractor does 
not promptly comply with the terms of such instructions, the Owner may have the defective Work 
corrected or the rejected Work removed and replaced, and all direct and indirect costs of such 
removal and replacement, including compensation for additional professional services, will be paid 
by the Contractor.  
 
24.4 If, instead of requiring correction or removal and replacement of defective Work, the Owner 
(prior to approval of final payment) and also the Engineer prefer to accept it, he may do so.  In such 
case, if acceptance occurs prior to approval of final payment, a Change Order shall be issued 
incorporating the necessary revisions in the Contract Documents, including appropriate reduction in 
the Contract Price; or, if the acceptance occurs after approval of final payment, an appropriate amount 
shall be paid by the Contractor.  
 
ARTICLE 25. Application for Partial Payment  

 
25.1 After the 20th day of the current calendar month, the Contractor shall submit to the Engineer a 
detailed estimate of the amount earned for the separate portions of the Work, and request payment.  
As used in this Article, the words "amount earned" means the value, on the date of the estimate for 
partial payment, of the Work completed in accordance with the Contract Documents, and the value of 
approved materials delivered to the Project site suitably stored and protected prior to incorporation 
into the Work.  If the Contractor's estimate of amount earned conforms with the Engineer's 
evaluation, the Engineer will calculate the amount due the Contractor and make recommendation to 
the Owner for payment.  
 
25.2 After deducting the retain amounts and the amount of all previous partial payments made to 
the Contractor, the amount earned as of the current month will be made payable to the Contractor 
thirty (30) Calendar Days after the 20th day of the said calendar month.  
 
25.3 The Contractor warrants and guarantees that title to all Work, materials and equipment 
covered by an application for payment, will have passed to the Owner prior to the making of the 
application for payment free and clear of all liens, claims, security interests and encumbrances 
(hereafter in these General Conditions referred to as "liens"); and that no Work, materials or 
equipment covered by an application for payment will have been acquired by the Contractor or by 
any other person performing the Work at the Work site or furnishing materials and equipment for the 
Project, subject to an agreement under which an interest therein or encumbrance thereon is retained 
by the seller or otherwise imposed by the Contractor or such other person.  
 
25.4 The Engineer will, within fifteen (15) Calendar Days after receipt of application for payment, 
either indicate in writing his approval of payment and present the application to the Owner, or return 
the application to the Contractor indicating in writing his reasons for refusing to approve payment.  In 
the latter case, the Contractor may make the necessary corrections and resubmit the application.  The 
Owner will pay the Contractor the amount approved by the Engineer and Owner.  
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ARTICLE 26.    Prompt Payment to Subcontractors  
 
The Contractor shall pay any subcontractor within ten days of the prime contractor’s receipt of 
payment from the municipality for undisputed services provided by the subcontractor. The contract 
must require the prime contractor to pay interest of 1 ½ percent per month or any part of a month to 
the subcontractor on any undisputed amount not paid on time to the subcontractor. The minimum 
monthly interest penalty payment for an unpaid balance of $100 or more is $10. For an unpaid 
balance of less than $100, the prime contractor shall pay the actual penalty due to the subcontractor. 
A subcontractor who prevails in a civil action to collect interest penalties from a prime contractor 
must be awarded its costs and disbursements, including attorney’s fees, incurred in bringing the 
action. 
  
ARTICLE 27. Approval of Payment 
 
27.1 The Engineer's approval of any payment requested in an application for payment shall 
constitute a representation by him to the Owner, based on the Engineer's on-site observations of the 
Work in progress as an experienced and qualified design professional and on his review of the 
application for payment and the supporting data, that the Work has progressed to the point indicated; 
that, to the best of his knowledge, information and belief, the quality of the Work is in accordance 
with the Contract Documents (subject to an evaluation of the Work as a functioning Project upon 
completion, to the results of any subsequent tests called for in the Contract Documents and any 
qualifications stated in his approval); and that the Contractor is entitled to payment of the amount 
approved.  
 
27.2 The Engineer's approval of final payment shall constitute an additional representation by him 
to the Owner that the conditions precedent to the Contractor's being entitled to final payment as set 
forth in the Agreement have been fulfilled.  
 
27.3 The Engineer may refuse to approve the whole or any part of any payment if, in his opinion, 
he is unable to make such representations to the Owner.  He may also refuse to approve any such 
payment or, because of subsequently discovered evidence or the results of subsequent inspections or 
tests, nullify any such payment previously approved, to such extent as may be necessary in his 
opinion to protect the Owner from loss because:  
 
27.3.1 The Work is defective; 
27.3.2 Claims have been filed or there is reasonable evidence to suggest such filing thereof; 
27.3.3 The Contract Price has been reduced because of modifications or changes; 
27.3.4 The Owner has been required to correct defective Work or complete the Work; 
27.3.5 Unsatisfactory performance of the Work, including failure to clean up. 
 
ARTICLE 28. Project Completion  
 
28.1 Prior to final payment, the Contractor may, in writing to the Owner and the Engineer, certify 
that the entire Project is complete and request that the Engineer issue a certificate of completion.  
Within a reasonable time thereafter, the Owner, Contractor and Engineer will make an inspection of 
the Project to determine the status of completion.  If the Engineer and Owner do not consider the 
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Project complete, they will notify the Contractor in writing giving reasons thereof.  If the Engineer 
and Owner consider the Project complete, they will prepare and deliver to the Owner an application 
for final payment.  
 
28.2 The Owner shall have the right to exclude the Contractor from the Project after the date of 
completion, but the Owner will allow the Contractor reasonable access to complete or correct items of 
repair and maintenance.  
 
ARTICLE 29. Final Payment 
 
29.1 After the Contractor has completed any corrections to the satisfaction of the Engineer and 
delivered all maintenance and operating instruction, schedules, guarantees, bonds, certificates of 
inspection and other documents, all as required by the Contract Documents, he may make application 
for final payment.  The final application for payment shall be accomplished by such supporting data 
as the Engineer may require, together with complete and legally effective releases or waivers 
(satisfactory to the Owner) of all liens arising out of the Contract Documents and the labor and 
services performed and the material and equipment furnished thereunder.  In lieu thereof and as 
approved by the Owner, the Contractor may furnish receipts of releases in full; an affidavit of the 
Contractor that the releases and receipts include all labor, services, material and equipment for which 
a lien could be filed, and that all payrolls, State and Federal withholding taxes, material and 
equipment bills, and other indebtedness connected with the Work for which the Owner or his 
property might in any way be responsible, have been paid or otherwise satisfied; and consent of the 
Surety, if any, to final payment.  If any Subcontractor or supplier fails to furnish a release or receipt 
in full, the Contractor may furnish a bond satisfactory to the Owner to indemnify him against any 
lien.  
 
29.2 If, on the basis of his observation and review of the Work during construction, his final 
inspection and his review of the final application for payment all as required by the Contract 
Documents, the Engineer is satisfied that the Work has been completed and the Contractor has 
fulfilled all of his obligations under the Contract Documents, he will, within fifteen (15) Calendar 
Days after receipt of the final application for payment, indicate in writing his approval of payment 
and present the application to the Owner for payment.  Otherwise, he will return the application to the 
Contractor, indicating in writing his reasons for refusing to approve final payment, in which case the 
Contractor will make the necessary corrections and resubmit the application.  The Owner, will, within 
twenty (20) Calendar Days of presentation of an approved application for payment, and receipt of 
final payment documents pay the Contractor the amount approved by the Engineer.  
 
ARTICLE 30. Retention of a Portion of the Contract Sum 

 
The Owner may retain up to a maximum of ten percent (10%) of value of Work completed and 
requested for payment.  After fifty percent (50%) of the Work has been completed, the Contractor 
may request consideration for a reduction in the retained amount.  Where the Owner is subject to the 
provisions of Minnesota State Statutes 429.041 Section 6 the maximum retained amount shall be five 
percent (5%) released with approval of the governing body.  Those amounts released shall be 
considered not required to be retained to protect the Owner's interest in satisfactory completion of the 
Agreement. 
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ARTICLE 31. Liquidated Damages  
 
The parties hereto recognize that failure on the part of the Contractor to complete the Work within the 
time period set forth herein above, shall cause damage to the Owner; and should the contractor not 
complete the Work within that period of time, or otherwise be guilty of substantial violation of this 
Agreement, the Owner may deduct amounts per the following schedule per calendar day after the 
completion date and all legal and Engineering costs related thereto, for each day exceeding said 
completion date, from the total Contract Price to be paid to the Contractor, and among its other 
remedies, terminate this Agreement and complete the Work by whatever method the Owner may 
deem expedient, at the expense of the Contractor; and such action by Owner shall not relieve 
Contractor of its liability to Owner for any damages caused by the Contractor's default, including, but 
not limited to, the excess expense of finishing the Work over the unpaid balance of the Contract 
Price.  In the event a dispute arises between the Contractor and Owner regarding an alleged default by 
the Contractor or the assessment of liquidated damages, and if said dispute is submitted for litigation, 
and in the further event that the Owner prevails thereon, liquidated damages shall include court costs 
and reasonable attorney's fees as allowed by law.  In the event the Owner elects to complete the Work 
following Contractor's default as above set forth, the Contractor agrees to extend its full cooperation 
of the Work contemplated under this Agreement.  The amount deducted under this paragraph shall 
not be construed as a penalty, but rather as liquidated damages resulting from the noncompletion of 
the Work within the specified time. The schedule of damages shall be as specified below based upon 
the original contract amount: 
 

From More Than Up To and Including Charge per Calender Day 

$0 $500,000 $200 
$500,000 $1,000,000 $300 

$1,000,000 Unlimited $500 
 
ARTICLE 32. Waivers of Claims and Continuing Obligations 
 
32.1 The Contractor's obligation to perform the Work and complete the Project in accordance with 
the Contract Documents shall be absolute.  Neither approval of any payment by the Engineer, nor the 
issuance of a certificate of completion, nor any payment by the Owner to the Contractor under the 
Contract Documents, nor any use or occupancy of the Project or any part thereof by the Owner, nor 
any act of acceptance by the Owner nor any failure to do so, nor any correction of faulty or defective 
Work by the Owner shall constitute an acceptance of Work not in accordance with the Contract 
Documents.  
 
32.2 The making and acceptance of payments shall constitute:  
 
32.2.1 A waiver of all claims by the Owner against the Contractor other than those arising from 
unsettled liens, from faulty or defective Work appearing after final payment or from failure to comply 
with the requirements of the Contract Documents or the terms of any special guarantees specified 
therein; and  
 
32.2.2 A waiver of all claims by the Contractor against the Owner other than those previously made 
in writing and still unsettled. 
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ARTICLE 33. Indemnification 
 
33.1 To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Contractor shall indemnify and save harmless, the 
Owner and Engineer of and from loss or damage caused to any person or property by reasons of any 
carelessness or neglect in the doing or making of this improvement or furnishing of material and by 
reason or failure to pay all laborers, materials, mechanics, and subcontractors, and all persons who 
shall supply said Contractor with materials, provisions and supplies for the performance and 
completion of said Agreement to promptly pay all just debts, dues and demands incurred in the 
performance of said Agreement, and of and from all expenses of inspection and/or of whatever kind 
of nature, which shall be caused by delay or failure in the performance and completion of this 
Agreement, and further to indemnify and save harmless of and from all suits and action of the Owner 
and Engineer on account of any injuries or damages sustained by any person or persons by reason of 
any act, omission, or negligence or by the use of improper or defective materials on the part of said 
Contractor in the performance of any part of this Agreement, and further to indemnify and protect and 
save the Owner and Engineer harmless against any or all demands, fees, or royalties for any patented 
invention, materials, methods, arrangements, or process of manufacturer of any infringement thereon, 
that may be used or be in any manner connected with the construction, erection, or maintenance of 
the Work, material, or any part thereon encompassed by this Project.  
 
33.2 The Contractor shall indemnify and hold harmless the Owner and the Engineer and their 
agents and employees from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses including attorney's 
fees arising out of or resulting from the performance of the Work, provided that any such claim, 
damage, loss or expense (a) is attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease or death, or to injury to 
or destruction of tangible property (other than the Work itself) including the loss of use resulting 
therefrom and (b) is caused in whole or in part by any negligent act or omission of the Contractor, 
any Subcontractor, anyone directly or indirectly employed by any of them or anyone for whose acts 
any of them may be liable, regardless of whether or not it is caused in part by a party indemnified 
hereunder.  
 
33.3 In any and all claims against the Owner or the Engineer of any of their agents or employees 
by any employee of the Contractor, any Subcontractor, anyone directly or indirectly employed by any 
of them or anyone for whose acts any of them be liable, the indemnification obligation under this 
Article shall not be limited in any way by any limitation on the amount or type of damages, 
compensation or benefits payable by or from the Contractor or any Subcontractor under Worker's 
Compensation acts, disability benefit acts or other employee benefit acts.  
 
33.4 The obligations of the Contractor under this Article shall not extend to the liability of the 
Engineer, his agents or employees arising out of (a) the preparation or approval or maps, drawings, 
opinions, reports, surveys, Change Orders, designs or Plans and Specifications or (b) the giving of or 
the failure to give directions or instructions by the Engineer, his agents or employees, provided such 
giving or failure to give is the primary cause of injury or damage. 
 
ARTICLE 34. Contract Bonds 
 
The Contractor will furnish performance, payment and maintenance bonds as security for the faithful 
performance, payment and maintenance of all his obligations under the Contract Documents.  These 
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bonds shall be in amounts of at least 100% of the Contract Price and in such form and with such 
Sureties as approved by the Securities Exchange and by the Insurance Commissioner of the State in 
which the Project is located.  Prior to execution of the Contract Documents, the Owner may require 
the Contractor to furnish such other bonds, in such form and with such Sureties as he may require.  
 
ARTICLE 35. Insurance 

 
35.1 The Contractor shall provide (from insurance companies acceptable to the Owner) the 
insurance coverage designated hereinafter and pay all costs.  
 
35.2 Before commencing Work under this Agreement, the Contractor shall furnish the Owner with 
certificates of insurance specified herein showing the type, amount, class of operations covered, 
effective dates, and date of expiration of policies, and containing substantially the following 
statement:  
 
 "The insurance covered by this certificate will not be cancelled or materially altered, except 
after 10 days written notice has been received by the Owner."  
 
35.3 In case of the breach of any provision of this Article, the Owner, at his option, may take out 
and maintain, at the expense of the Contractor, such insurance as the Owner may deem proper and 
may deduct the cost of such insurance from any monies which may be due or become due the 
Contractor under this Agreement.  
 
ARTICLE 36. Contractor and Subcontractor Insurance  

 
The Contractor shall not commence Work on this Agreement until he has obtained all the insurance 
has been reviewed by the Owner, nor shall the Contractor allow any Subcontractor to commence 
Work on his subcontract until all similar insurance required for that portion of the Work has been so 
obtained and reviewed.  Review of the insurance by the Owner shall not relieve or decrease the 
liability of the Contractor hereunder.  
 
ARTICLE 37. Compensation and Employer's Liability Insurance 

 
The Contractor shall maintain during the life of this Agreement the statutory Worker's Compensation, 
in addition to, Employer's Liability Insurance in an amount not less than $100,000 for each 
occurrence and a combined single limit of liability of $1,000,000 for each occurrence for all of his 
employees to be engaged in Work on the Project under this Agreement and, in case any such Work is 
sublet, the Contractor shall require the Subcontractor similarly to provide Worker's Compensation 
and Employer's Liability Insurance for all of the latter's employees to be engaged in such Work.  
Where Work under this Agreement includes any water or navigational exposure, coverage shall be 
included to cover the Federal Longshoremen's and Harborworker's Act and the Federal Jones Act.  
 
ARTICLE 38. Public Liability (including Automotive) and Property Damage Insurance 
 
38.1 The Contractor shall maintain during the life of this Agreement such public liability and 
property damage insurance and automobile public liability and property damage insurance and shall 
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protect him, the Owner, the Engineer, and any Subcontractor performing Work covered by this 
Agreement from claims for damages for personal injury, including accidental death, as well as from 
claims for property damage, which may arise from negligent operations under this Agreement, 
whether such operations are by himself or by any Subcontractor or by anyone directly or indirectly 
employed by either of them, and the amounts of such insurance shall be not less than:  
 
(1) Public liability insurance in an amount not less than $500,000 for injuries, including wrongful 
death to any one person, and subject to the same limit for each person in an amount not less than 
$1,000,000 for each occurrence.  
 
(2) "Broad Form" property damage liability insurance in an amount not less than $500,000 for 
each occurrence.  
 
38.2 The Contractor's public liability insurance and property damage insurance shall provide the 
primary coverage on all claims arising out of the performance of the Agreement, and shall name the 
Owner, its officers, agents and employees, and the Engineer as additional insureds therein.  
 
ARTICLE 39. Builders Risk All Risk Insurance 

 
Unless otherwise modified in the Special Provisions, the Contractor shall secure and maintain during 
the life of this Agreement, Builders Risk All Risk Insurance coverage for 100 percent of the Contract 
Price.  Such insurance shall not exclude coverage for earthquake, landslide, flood, collapse, or loss 
due to the results of faulty workmanship, and shall provide for losses to be paid to the Contractor and 
the Owner as their interest may appear.  
 
ARTICLE 40. Insurance Coverage for Special Conditions 

 
When the construction is to be accomplished within a public or private right-of-way requiring 
insurance coverage, the Contractor shall conform to the particular requirements and provide the 
required insurance.  The Contractor shall include in his liability policy all endorsements that the said 
authority may require for the protection of the authority, its officers, agents and employees.  
Insurance coverage for special conditions, when required, shall be provided as set forth in the Special 
Provisions.  
 
ARTICLE 41. Cleaning Up 
 
The Contractor will keep the premises free from accumulations of waste materials, rubbish and other 
debris resulting from the Work, and at the completion of the Work he will remove all waste materials, 
rubbish and debris from and about the premises and will remove all items of personal property such 
as all tools, construction equipment and machinery, and surplus materials, and further will leave the 
site broom-clean and ready for occupancy by the Owner.  The Contractor will restore to the original 
condition those portions of the Work site not designated for alteration by the Contract Documents.  
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ARTICLE 42. Owner's Right to Stop or Suspend Work 
 
42.1 If the Work is defective, or the Contractor fails to supply sufficiently skilled workmen or 
suitable materials or equipment, or if the Contractor fails to make prompt payments to 
Subcontractors, or for labor, materials or equipment, the Owner may order the Contractor to stop the 
Work, or any portion thereof, until the cause for such order has been eliminated.  
 
42.2 The Owner may, at any time and without cause, suspend the Work or any portion thereof, for 
a period of not more than one hundred eighty (180) days by notice in writing to the Contractor and 
the Engineer which shall fix the date on which Work shall be resumed.  The Contractor will resume 
the Work on the date so fixed.  
 
ARTICLE 43. Owner's Right to Terminate 
 
43.1 If the Contractor is adjudged bankrupt or insolvent, or if he makes a general assignment for 
the benefit of his creditors, or if a trustee or receiver is appointed for the Contractor or for any of his 
property, or if he files a petition to take advantage of any debtor's act, or to reorganize under the 
bankruptcy or similar laws, or if he repeatedly fails to supply sufficiently skilled workmen or suitable 
materials or equipment, or if he repeatedly fails to make prompt payments to Subcontractors, or for 
labor, materials or equipment, or if he disregards laws, ordinances, rules, regulations or orders of any 
public body having jurisdiction, or if he disregards the authority of the Engineer, or if he otherwise 
violates any provision of the Contract Documents, then the Owner may, without prejudice to any 
other right or remedy and after giving the Contractor and his Surety seven (7) Calendar Days written 
notice, terminate the services of the Contractor and take possession of the Project and of all materials, 
equipment, tools, construction equipment and machinery thereon owned by the Contractor, and finish 
the Work by whatever method he may deem expedient.  In such case, the Contractor shall not be 
entitled to receive any further payment until the Work is finished.  If the unpaid balance of the 
Contract Price exceeds the direct and indirect costs of completing the Project, including 
compensation for additional professional services, such excess shall be paid to the Contractor.  If such 
costs exceed such unpaid balance, the Contractor will pay the difference to the Owner.  Such costs 
incurred by the Owner will be determined by the Engineer and incorporated into a Change Order.  
 
43.2 Where the Contractor's services have been so terminated by the Owner, said termination shall 
not affect any rights of the Owner against the Contractor or his Surety then existing or which may 
thereafter accrue.  Any retention or payment of monies by the Owner due the Contractor will not 
release the Contractor or his Surety from liability.  
 
43.3 Upon seven (7) Calendar Days written notice to the Contractor and the Engineer, the Owner 
may, without cause and without prejudice to any other right or remedy, elect to abandon the Project 
and terminate the Agreement.  In such case, the Contractor and Engineer shall be paid for all Work 
executed and any expense sustained plus a reasonable profit.  
 
ARTICLE 44. Contractor's Right to Terminate 
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If, through no act or fault of the Contractor, the Work is suspended for a period of more than one 
hundred eighty (180) Calendar Days by the Owner or under an order of court or other public 
authority, or the Engineer fails to act on any application for payment within thirty (30) Calendar Days 
after it is submitted, or the Owner fails to pay the Contractor any sum approved by the Engineer 
within sixty (60) Calendar Days of its approval and presentation, then the Contractor may, upon 
seven (7) Calendar Days written notice to the Owner and the Engineer, terminate the Agreement and 
recover from the Owner payment for all Work executed.  
 
ARTICLE 45. Miscellaneous 
 
45.1 Whenever any provision of the Contract Documents requires the giving of written notice it 
shall be deemed to have been validly given if delivered in person to the individual or to a member of 
the firm or to an officer of the corporation for whom it is intended, or if delivered at or sent by 
registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, to the last business address known to him who gives the 
notice.  
 
45.2 The duties and obligations imposed by these General Conditions and the rights and remedies 
available hereunder, and in particular but without limitation, the warranties, guarantees, and 
obligations imposed upon the Contractor and the rights and remedies available to the Owner and 
Engineer thereon, shall be in addition to and not a limitation of any otherwise imposed or available by 
law, by special guarantee or other provisions of the Contract Documents.  
 
45.3 The Contract Documents shall be governed by the law of the place where the Project is 
located.  
 
45.4 Except as otherwise provided, or approved in writing, Contractor shall not assign this 
Agreement or sublet it as a whole without the written consent of the Owner; nor shall the Contractor 
assign any monies due or to become due to it hereunder, without the previous written consent of the 
Owner.  Owner may, however, assign this Agreement to any other party or entity, provided Owner 
continues to be responsible for the performance by such assignee of all undertakings of the Owner 
hereunder.  Subject to the foregoing, this Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding on 
the parties hereto and their respective successors and assigns.  
 
45.5 Contractor shall treat all information relating to the Project and all information supplied to the 
Contractor by the Owner and/or Engineer as confidential and propriety information of the Owner 
and/or Engineer and shall not permit its release to any other parties or make any public announcement 
or any publicity releases without the Owner's written authorization.  Contractor shall also require 
Subcontractors and vendors to comply with this Agreement.  
 
45.6 In performing its obligations hereunder, Contractor shall be deemed an independent 
Contractor and not an agent or employee of Owner and/or Engineer.  Contractor shall have the 
exclusive authority to manage, direct and control the Work subject to the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement and approval of Owner and/or Engineer as provided herein.  Owner is interested in only 
the results obtained and not in the methods used in achieving the results. 



   

Public Works Committee   5. 2.           

Meeting Date: 08/15/2011  

By: Tim Himmer, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Update on Recent Storm and Flooding Complaints

Background:

Over the past couple of months, with all the significant rainfall events, staff has received several calls related to

flooding concerns throughout the City.  We have worked hard at responding to all calls, and addressing the items

identified.  Attached is a summary of the calls received, and associated actions that have taken place to date.  We

have attempted to classify the issues into 3 categories:

Those that require no further action.  They have been evaluated and corrected, or do not need correcting

because the water is contained within a dedicated drainage & utility easement (functioning as designed).

1.

Those that require additional investigation and evaluation before approaching the Council with a

recommendation for corrective actions.

2.

Those that have an identified recommendation for immediate action.3.

Attached is a summary of the items identified and a corresponding location map.

Notification:

Observations:

Staff wanted to provide the Council with an update of the items that have been identified, and summarize how these

issues have been handled to date.  We are seeking feedback (if any) on the items resolved, input on potential items

to investigate or consider when evaluating the remaining outstanding items, and direction on the immediate fixes

that have been identified for corrective actions.

Also, for informational purposes, I have attached a precipitation summary of the entire state that shows the amount

of rain received in the 4 month period from April 1st to August 1st of this year.  This exhibit shows that the City of

Ramsey has received almost twice as much rainfall over this 4 month period as compared to the statewide average

since these records began being collected.  It also shows that we are one of the top three areas for amount of rainfall

received during this 4 month period.

Funding Source:

The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) lists a $75,000 annual expenditure for the next 5 years to address city

wide drainage enhancements.  Other projects have previously been identified for corrective action, and those will

be evaluated with some of the items on the attached summary list for prioritization and potential improvements;

these will be brought back at a future date for Council consideration.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Public Works Committee recommend to the City Council the authorization for staff to

prepare the necessary plans and specifications, and receive quotes, to address the immediate corrective actions

identified on the attached summary.  Staff is also seeking direction on the other items identified for potential

corrective action.

Committee Action:

Motion to authorize staff to prepare the necessary plans and specifications, and solicit quotes, for the recommended



Motion to authorize staff to prepare the necessary plans and specifications, and solicit quotes, for the recommended

drainage corrections.

Attachments

Summary of Concerns and Actions

Location Map

Statewide Precipitation Information

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/11/2011 04:44 PM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/11/2011 04:49 PM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 08/10/2011 03:03 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/11/2011 



Address Owner Observations Update Potential Solutions

17159 Potassium Street Stromenger, Tom & Trish Water standing in back yard, lower than drainfield. Some water inside under front 

step. Water visible under floor in back through open plumbing trench.  Observation 

of yard indicated grades slope towards house in several locations corresponding to 

water observed inside.  Backyard drains to Fox Park.  Fox Park Boardwalk 

approaches are under 3" of water, water pushed up through boards while walking on 

it.  No outlet for this wetland.

Advised property owner of potential 

improvements to improve drainage away from 

their foundation (fill and/or draintile installation).

Water appears to be contained within the 

existing drainage & utility easement.  

Private improvements to improve lot 

drainage. No further action.

15611 Barium St Moravetz, Paul & Carolyn Water standing in back yard, lower than drainfield. Ponded water is in Woodland 

Green Park

Water contained within existing drainage & utility 

easement on property.  Several trees show signs 

of stress and may be lost, both on private 

property (easement) and within the park.

Water appears to be contained within the 

existing drainage & utility easement.  No 

further action.

5520 152nd Avenue Gary Solmonson Street runoff from recently completed paving project flowing down neighbors 

driveway and settling in low point adjacent to the house.

Corrected neighbors driveway with minimal 

paving to keep street runoff in the right-of-way 

and directed to the storm sewer.  Property owner 

installed some natural barriers to slow down and 

prevent overland flow from neighbors property.

No further action.

5540 164th Lane Water standing in rear and side lot drainage & utility easement. Property owner pumped water over roadway into 

ditch along the north side.  City staff cleaned the 

culvert under 164th, and the ditch to the north to 

direct water into the adjacent ponding area.

No further action.

4925 179th Lane Sarah Chamberlain Experiencing flooding in the basement of the home.  No standing surface water; 

presumably an elevated water table.  Property owner wanted to know if we could 

improve ditch flow and/or install storm sewer into the recently completed work on 

Ute St.

Instructed home owner that we couldn't assist 

with an elevated water table, and they should 

contact Anoka County to discuss ditch drainage 

in area (County Road 27).

No further action.

5630 148th Lane Bruce Saba Standing water in rear yard pond and drainage & utility easement.  Concerned water 

would continue to rise into home.

Water contained within existing drainage & utility 

easement on property.  Verified downstream 

culverts were open & flowing

No further action.

5671 156th Lane Candie Hansen Standing water in rear yard pond and drainage & utility easement.  Concerned water 

would continue to rise into home.

Water contained within existing drainage & utility 

easements.  Staff verified outlet structure and 

downstream system was free of obstructions.

No further action.

6180 145th Lane Resident concerned with high water in rear and side yard, encroaching near deck. It appears as if the deck was built into or near the 

existing drainage & utility easement.  Water is 

contained within the easement, but may be 

backing up through the system from Sunfish 

Lake due to high water conditions.

No further action.

6530 Green Valley Road Green Valley Greenhouse Property owner expressed concern with ditch drainage (and wetland discharge from 

the north) running through the property and causing erosion to their pond outlet prior 

to discharge to County ditch #27.

County ditch issue (County Road 63) No further action.

16756 Sodium Street Kamrowski, Joel & Helen Split Entry Walkout.  Water standing on basement floor during visit.  They removed 

all carpeting and sheet rock on block walls.  Water came in at front wall at joint 

between block and slab.  Observation of yard and discussion indicated water from 

roadside ditch rose and flowed towards house. Minimal grade change between 

bottom of ditch and grades at house.  Potential solution, regrade ditch to drain to 

south property line, around mound system and into back yard.

Backyard has standing water, this is north end of wetland/ storage area.  Outlet is 

culvert under 167th Avenue.  Observed Culvert, standing water visible at both ends, 

wetland south of 167th is Jon Peterson's proposed wetland banking area. It does 

not have an overland outlet.

**** Homeowner is pursuing a claim against City for water damage in 

basement.

Surface water subsided, but still experiencing 

water in basement due to high groundwater.  

Property owner cleaned culvert in front under 

driveway (severely deteriorated).  City verified 

that the culvert was free of obstructions under 

167th, and removed debris from the downstream 

channel along the west side of Elmcrest Park.  

The property owner south of 167th is currently 

evaluating the opportunity to develop wetland 

banking credits, which would increase 

downstream capacity, and he is willing to share 

the results of his hydrologic study for the area.

No rear yard drainage & utility easements 

present - wetland at low point on adjacent 

lot to the south (also not encumbered by 

drainage & utility easement).  Re-ditch 

boulevard areas and/or reshape property to 

allow pass through drainage to the wetland.  

Potential for downstream relief if wetland 

creation/banking project by private property 

owner is advanced.  Additional information 

and evaluation is necessary to formulate a 

recommendation.

July 2011 Stormwater Visits



Rum River Hills Golf Course Water standing on fairways and cart paths.  Pipe Flowing 25% full at outfall.  Course 

rented large pump to move water in preparation for event on 7/21.  They were 

making phone calls to contacts seeking prices for installing a second pipe.  The 

route would cross fairways to the ditch on the east side of the course.

**** They asked about possible City Participation in the cost of the pipe.  I said it 

would have to be presented to the City Council.

Removed turtles from line, improved flow.  The 

City contracted the televising of the storm sewer 

lines within the golf course and found several 

sags in the pipe system that hold water.  There is 

a location in one of the pipes that had extreme 

root growth intrusion, and the camera could not 

advance any further downstream.

Additional information and evaluation is 

necessary to formulate a recommendation.

5220 156th Lane Jason & Ruth Obermaier Water standing in back yard over existing drain field of septic system.  Discussed on 

a couple of occasions with Council related to options for short term septic fix, and 

long term downstream drainage options.

Currently working with property owner on offer to 

connect them to municipal sanitary sewer - 

based upon Council direction.

Going through a separate process to 

resolve the immediate concern related to 

the septic system.  Will continue evaluating 

the downstream system for potential 

improvements, and bring back at a future 

date for discussion.

5410 149th Lane Rocky Belmonte Water standing in back yard; appears to be slightly outside existing drainage & utility 

easement due to private property modifications (regrading and installation of a 

retaining wall).

Staff lowered the outlet from the adjacent 

wetland area under TH 47.  Received a petition 

from area property owners requesting review of 

drainage problem - this will be brought to the City 

Council on August 23rd.

For the most part water appears to be 

contained within the existing drainage & 

utility easement.  Awaiting Council direction 

on how to respond to attached resident 

request.

5907 151st Lane Chris & Karla Weiss Standing water in rear yard pond and drainage & utility easement.  Concerned water 

would continue to rise into home.

Staff will need to perform field surveying to verify 

house and overflow elevations, as it appears the 

structure was built lower than proposed.

Clean overland overflow area to provide 1' 

of freeboard from lowest opening.

7030 151st Avenue Penny Laganiere Concerned that ditch across the street was filled and now water flows over the road 

through their property causing erosion.  Also has water in rear yard adjacent to 

ponding area.

Appears water was slightly outside of drainage & 

utility easement.  Verified downstream culverts 

were open & flowing.

This area is adjacent to the park and was 

constructed over wetland fill.  Water table 

too high in area.

17640 Cobalt Street Contacted regarding standing water in the front yard and encroaching onto the 

roadway.

Staff cleaned the culvert in the area, which was 

old and slightly deteriorated

Consider replacing culvert with future street 

maintenance activities in the area.

163rd Avenue & Variolite Street Water standing in ditch Evaluate & review existing culvert crossing 

for possible corrective action.

5810 164th Lane Water standing in front yard, and encroaching on the roadway. Low point in ditch along roadway.  Staff pumped 

water over road to existing drainage & utility 

easement on north side of road.

Install culvert under roadway.

175th Avenue (W. of Nowthen Blvd.) High water in pond to the south overflows the road to a pond on north side; no  

culvert crossing under road.

Staff pumped water over road in short term to 

keep travel lanes open.

Investigate County design of 

improvements, prior to turn back, to 

determine whether a culvert was supposed 

to be installed.  If not, install a culvert under 

the road.

14580 Junkite Street Molly Bauch Standing water in rear yard pond and drainage & utility easement.  Concerned water 

would continue to rise into home.

Overland overflow from original grading plan not 

executed; the trail installation was too high & 

does not allow for overland flow to the adjacent 

wetland in the park.  Staff initially pumped water 

over the trail and advised resident we would 

consider a storm sewer improvement to place a 

culvert under the trail and/or lower the trail to 

provide the overland relief as designed.

Install culvert under trail and/or lower trail 

to provide 1' of freeboard from lowest 

opening.

6310 163rd Lane Contacted regarding standing water in the front yard and encroaching onto the 

roadway.

Staff cleaned the culvert in the area, which was 

old and extremely deteriorated

Replace existing culvert under roadway
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Public Works Committee   5. 3.           

Meeting Date: 08/15/2011  

By: Tim Himmer, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:

Discuss Grading Permit Requirements

Background:

Section 117-359 of City code deals with grading, mining and filling permits (see attached).  Currently the

City requires an interim use permit (IUP) for all grading activities within the City that: 

are not part of a larger development scenario/permit1.

are incidental to a public construction project2.

cut more than 3', or fill more than 2' on an individual residential lot3.

excavate more than 400 CY of soil4.

From time to time staff receive requests from property owners that would like to fill a low spot, excavate a pond, or

reshape their property.  While these scenarios may trigger the need for an interim use permit, are they severe

enough to cause them to go through the public process and provide the information required in code?  Permit

submittals include items such as securities/escrows, topographic surveys, grading and erosion control plans, dust

and noise control plans, restoration plan, analysis of earth materials to be used, insurance, etc.  These requirements

could be onerous on the property owner and result in the work taking place without City knowledge, or deter the

work from being performed at all.  There are also situations where a developer could request a grading permit in

advance of the overall site improvements to get a jump start on the project or defer some costs to subsequent years.

We currently do not have a process in place to address these types of situations, so staff is looking for input from

the Council on whether there should be a separate process to address these types of scenarios.

Notification:

Observations:

Appendix E of the State Building Code (attached) addresses grading, and provides the information required for

such permitting.  To date the City has not adopted this appendix, so we are currently not operating under these

standards.

Also attached is information obtained from the City of Maple Grove, which outlines their process for administering

grading permits.  As you can see the fees appear to be minimal, but there are requirements for topographical

submittals.

The City could also chose to process a grading permit administratively under a site/building permit but we would

then have to develop the process and standards to abide by; which would include required submittals, fees,

securities, etc.  This could be accomplished with a nominal application fee and then establishment of an escrow

(similar to an IUP).  The review and inspection charges would be for actual time spent administering the permit

only, and all remaining funds would be returned to the applicant.

Funding Source:

Funding for development of a grading permit process would be handled with staff time.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends the institution of an administrative permit process.  We are looking for input from the Council on

fee structure and submittal requirements.



Committee Action:

Motion to institute an administrative grading permit process.

Attachments

Section 117-359 of City Code

State Building Code Appendix E

Maple Grove Requirements

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Brian Olson Brian Olson 08/11/2011 11:36 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/11/2011 03:44 PM

Form Started By: Tim Himmer Started On: 08/10/2011 11:04 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/11/2011 
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