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 PLANNING COMMISSION 
 CITY OF RAMSEY 
 ANOKA COUNTY 
 STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, January 6, 2011, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Levine 
    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 
    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 
    Commissioner Bryan Rogers 
    Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Also Present:   Associate Planner Tim Gladhill 
    Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Levine called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT 
 
Commissioner Van Scoy, as a citizen stated he wanted to commend the city on the effectiveness 
of the snow removal; this has been a nasty winter so far and they have done a phenomenal job.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to approve the agenda 
as presented. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Brauer, Rogers, 
and Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway to approve the following 
minutes as presented: 
 
1)  Planning Commission regular meeting minutes dated December 2, 2010. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Dunaway, Rogers, 
and Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  None. 
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NOTE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
The following Council minutes were noted: 
 
1)  City Council regular meeting minutes dated November 9, 2010 
2)  City Council regular meeting minutes dated November 23, 2010 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
Case #1: Public Hearing – Consider Amendment to Section 117-111 (R-1 Residential 

District) of Chapter 117 of the Ramsey Zoning Code; Case of City of Ramsey 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Presentation 
 
Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report and displayed five scenarios that 
should be considered while considering the ordinance amendment. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
There was none. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Dunaway, Brauer, 
and Rogers.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:13 p.m. 
 
Commission Business 
 
Commissioner Van Scoy asked with Park Zoning, which of the five scenarios shown would be 
applicable.  Commissioner Van Scoy also inquired about the difference between dedicated parks 
and the zoning designation of park.  Rivers Bend Park was giving as an example. 
 
Associate Planner Gladhill stated it is designated as a park, but not dedicated as a park.  
Dedicated park is a term that is used when a plat comes forward and land is given special for 
park purposes rather than money to meet park dedication requirements.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding park zoning and park dedication.  They continued discussing the 
scenarios. 
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Environmental Coordinator Anderson displayed a map of parcels that could be affected by the 
ordinance change. 
 
Associate Planner Gladhill stated looking at the map the majority of areas being affected are 
Emerald Pond Park, areas in the Ponds Subdivision and a few parcels abutting Rivers Bend Park. 
 
Commissioner Brauer asked what purpose is served by doing this. 
 
Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the purpose would be to add in some flexibility to 
some lots adjacent to permanent open spaces.  The intent of the rear yard setback is to provide 
separation of living spaces and with the State Supreme Court ruling on variances, which is where 
the flexibility comes into play. 
 
Associate Planner Gladhill stated the city was looking for more ways in the Comp Plan for 
flexible zoning; now the city is trying to find ways in the ordinances for the flexibility.  He noted 
variances no longer are viewed as the standard tool for flexibility and are limited to very few 
special circumstances. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to recommend that City 
Council introduce an ordinance amending Chapter 117-111 of the City’s Zoning Code to include 
a reduced rear yard setback of twenty (20) feet on properties entirely adjoining a parcel(s) zoned 
PARK. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Brauer, Dunaway, 
and Rogers.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
Case #7: Staff Update 
 
The Staff Update was noted. 
 
Case #8: Zoning Bulletin 
 
The Zoning Bulletin was noted. 
 
OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Brauer, Dunaway, 
and Rogers.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Amber Miller 
Planning Manager 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
JoAnn Shaw 
Planning Division Secretary 
 
Drafted by JoAnn Shaw 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, December 14, 2010, at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember John Dehen 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember David Jeffrey 
   Councilmember Matt Look  
   Councilmember Colin McGlone  
   Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson 
Planning Manager Amber Miller 

   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 
   Public Works Director Brian Olson 
   Associate Planner Timothy Gladhill 
   City Engineer Tim Himmer 
   Police Chief James Way 
   Finance Director Dianna Lund 
   Development Manager Darren Lazan 
   Councilmembers Elect Randy Backous 
   Councilmembers Elect Jason Tossey 
   City Attorney William Goodrich 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 
 
2.01 2011 Levy & General Fund Budget Presentation 
 
Finance Director Lund presented the 2011 Levy and General Fund Budget. 
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John Enstrom, 8792 - 181st Avenue, thanked Council for attempting to lower taxes again this 
year.  He noted his taxes had not gone down however.  He asked how the City charged City 
related bills to the residents.  Finance Director Lund explained the different funds the residents 
were charged fees for.   
 
Mr. Enstrom stated he had five PIN numbers on his property and he has now combined all of his 
PIN numbers.  He asked if his taxes would be reduced.  Finance Director Lund responded one 
house received one bill. 
 
Mr. Enstrom noted he was a farmer with different PIN numbers.   
 
City Administrator Ulrich responded staff would look into this.  He indicated the City’s tax 
portion would probably remain the same, but Mr. Enstrom’s fees might go down.   

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 

4. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to approve the agenda 
as presented. 
 
Councilmember Jeffrey requested item 5.10 be pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Look, McGlone, Dehen, Elvig, 
Jeffrey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember Dehen, to approve the following 
items on the Consent Agenda: 
 
5.01 Adopt Resolution #10-12-259 Adopting the 2010, Payable 2011, Municipal Tax Levy 

and Resolution #10-12-260 Adopting the 2011 City of Ramsey General Operating 
Budget 

 
5.02 Adopt Resolution #10-12-261 Approving Proposed 2010 Payable 2011 EDA Levy  
 
5.03 Receive Cash & Investments for Period Ending November 30, 2010 
 
5.04 Receive October 2010 Financial Reports – General Fund and Enterprise Funds 
 
5.05 Note the following Commission/Committee Meeting Minutes 

10/14/10 EDA 
11/01/10 EPB 
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11/04/10 Board of Adjustment 
11/04/10 Planning Commission 

 
5.06 Schedule Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of the 2011-2015 Capital Improvement 

Program (CIP) 
 
5.07 Approve the Following Meeting Minutes: 

9/21/10 Work Session 
9/28/10 City Council 
10/12/10 Work Session 
10/12/10 City Council 
10/26/10 Work Session 
10/26/10 City Council 
11/09/10 Canvassing Board 
11/09/10 Special City Council 
11/09/10 Work Session 
11/09/10 City Council 
11/16/10 Work Session 

 
5.08 Receive Building Permits Approved for October and November 2010 
 
5.09 Adopt Resolution #10-12-262 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of November 18, 
2010 through December 8, 2010 

 
5.10 Approve Agreement Between the City of Ramsey and Scott Robinson and John 

Amundson, dba, Wheels of Thunder 
 
5.11 Terminate Property Management Contract with Premier Commercial Properties 
 
5.12 Approve Amendments to Curbside Recycling Contract for 2011-2012 
 
5.13 Approve Registered Land Survey (“RLS”) for property acquired from Ramsey-Arbor 

Properties, LLC 
 
5.14 Adopt Housing Action Plan for the Local Housing Incentives Account Program Under 

the Metropolitan Livable Communities Act 
 
5.15 Adopt Resolution #10-12-263 Adopting Findings of Fact #0881 relating to a Request 

from the City of Ramsey Public Works Department to Allow for Continued Use of a 
Temporary Modular Office Structure on the Property Located at 14100 Jaspar Street NW 
an Interim Period of time and Adopt Resolution #10-12-264 Approving the Renewal of 
an Interim Use Permit to the City of Ramsey Public Works Department Allowing a 
Temporary Modular Office Structure on the Property Located at 14100 Jaspar Street NW, 
Based on Findings of Fact #0881; and Declaring Terms of Same. 
 



 

City Council / December 14, 2010 
Page 5 of 19 

 
5.16 Report from the Personnel Committee 

a)  Adopt Resolution #10-12-265 Accepting Resignation of Planning 
Commissioner/Board of Adjustment member Terri Cleveland 

b) Adopt Resolution #10-12-266 Approving the 2011 City’s Health Insurance 
Contribution for Non-Union Employees 
 

5.17 Report from Public Works 
a)  Consider Initiating Landscape Improvements for North Park within The COR – The 

City Council ratified the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and tabled 
this item until the Committee receives further information. 

b) Preview 2010 – 2011 Winter Ice Skating Maintenance – No Action Required 
c) Discussion of Options for Parking Signs on Private Streets in Townhome 

Developments – The Council ratified the recommendation of the Public Works 
Committee and authorized the proposed compromise for installment of no parking 
signs on private streets in two residential townhome developments, which gives the 
City the ability to enforce such parking restrictions. 

d) Consider right-of-Way Permits for the Installation of a Driveway Along Variolite 
Street at 7619 – 157th Avenue NW – the Council ratified the recommendation of the 
Public Works Committee and directed staff to investigate putting the driveway on the 
west side and if that proposal becomes a hardship that could be brought back with 
findings for consideration. 

 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Elvig, Jeffrey, Look, 
McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing to Consider the Feasibility Study for Infrastructure Improvements 
Associated with the Legacy Christian Academy Development 

 
Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:27 p.m. in order to 
conduct a public hearing. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:27 p.m. 
 
Presentation 
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 
 
Public Works Director Olson requested the Council hold the public hearing tonight, but not make 
any decisions until a later time. 
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Citizen Input 
 
David Anderson, representing the developer, thanked staff for continuing to work though the 
project.  He indicated this was a large development and a lot of improvements were made.  He 
noted the discussion of fees would be held later this evening.  He inquired about the schedule and 
timing of the approval.   
 
Public Works Director Olson noted staff would have a large project that would need to have bids 
obtained on signalization, utilities, etc. and based on the items that had been negotiated, it was 
important to bid this as one project.  He recommended waiting two weeks after the 12th of April 
in order to work on the Development Agreement and assessment package.  He noted it would be 
impossible for staff to redesign this to get it completed in the next year.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Look, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig Look, Dehen, Jeffrey, 
McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Council Business 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:38 p.m. 
 

6.02: Adopt Resolutions Establishing Tax Increment Financing District No. 14 and 
Decertifying Districts 11, 12, and 13  

 
Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:39 p.m. in order to 
conduct a public hearing. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Presentation 
 
Deputy City Administrator Nelson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Tom Denaway, Springsted, presented an overview of the COR TIF District #14, the TIF Plan 
Development Scenario, development assumptions, what a TIF does and does not do, what 
statutory findings are made to approve a TIF Plan, proposed TIF Plan Expense Budget, and what 
the next steps would be.   
 
Citizen Input 
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Irene Beberg, 7411 152nd, stated she was at a previous meeting where it was stated that the City 
would never use TIF funds to develop this area.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the reason for the TIF District was to create the infrastructure necessary 
for development.   
 
Ms. Beberg noted at that meeting there was also discussion about establishing a snow removal 
district for the COR area as well.  She believed this was a good idea and it was not up to the rest 
of the residents to pay for the COR’s snow removal.  She expressed concern about the proposed 
businesses coming in and not paying taxes.   
 
Mayor Ramsey responded the Council was in the process of setting up a special services district 
for the COR, which would include snow removal.   
 
Ms. Beberg asked if the City would cut down the snow banks in the City around the 
intersections.   
 
Mayor Ramsey responded the Public Works would be cutting down the snow banks and 
improving the site lines in the City over the next few days.   
 
Councilmember Elvig stated at the previous Council meetings Ms. Beberg was referring to, it 
was intended that the private developer pay for the project.  However, the project went into 
foreclosure and the City then purchased the property.  He stated there were very few tools the 
City could use to stimulate development with the economy being the way it was.  He stated a TIF 
district was the only tool available at this time to incent projects to come in.  He stated this was a 
complete different set of scenarios, owners, and problems than it was a few years ago.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Look, Wise, Dehen, Elvig, 
Jeffrey, and McGlone.  Voting No: None. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Council Business 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Mr. Denaway reviewed the fiscal disparity election.   
 
Councilmember Look asked for clarification on the amount projected in the TIF district that was 
needed for proposed improvements in the A versus the B options.   
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Development Manager Lazan stated he had not analyzed the difference between A and B.  He 
noted there was less increment available for the projects between A and B.   
 
Councilmember Look stated he hesitated to fund the scenario with option A.   
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he did not want to bind the hands of future Councils.  He indicated 
it was the matter of the Council at the time to be prudent.  He asked when the Council could shift 
gears and enact the other option.   
 
Mr. Denaway responded Council would need to adopt a Resolution at a Council meeting with the 
possibility of a public hearing. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated his concern was obtaining a TIF was very difficult to do.  He 
wanted the TIF managed well and he did not want over borrowing from one District to pay 
another.  He stated with Option B it cut down the cash flow at the time cash flow was needed.  
He stated he wanted to go with Option A with the option to switch to Option B in the future. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated if the Council chose Option B, the City could not switch to 
Option A later, but the City could switch to Option B if Council chose Option A first. 
 
Mr. Denaway responded that was correct.   
 
City Administrator Ulrich believed it was prudent to start out with Option A with close 
monitoring and then switch to Option B when the time was appropriate.   
 
Councilmember Look stated he was reluctant to go with Option A partially due to the burden this 
puts on the businesses in the City.  He stated he did not want to put more taxes on the residents 
and businesses in the City.   
 
Councilmember Jeffrey stated having the cash in the bank was easier than having to go out with 
Federal funding.  He stated he was torn on this decision because he did not want to put this 
burden on the businesses, but he wanted the flexibility.   
 
Mayor Ramsey noted the City could not just incentivize anyone and there was a limit.   
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he believed the Council was talking black and white.  He noted 
there would not be a lavish cash flow coming in, just cash flow to maintain this.  He indicated 
this would not be easy and he wanted to keep as much flexibility as possible.   
 
Councilmember Wise stated he was directly affected by this decision as he owned a business in 
The COR as well as other businesses in the district.  He stated if they sat on the sideline and did 
nothing, there would be businesses going under in the District.  He stated he was in favor of 
Option A to allow for flexibility.  He stated he did not want to limit the City’s ability to get the 
projects done.  He noted there were a lot of businesses that could not get the financing, even 
though they had the work. 
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Mayor Ramsey concurred with Councilmember Looks concerns and if Option A was chosen, it 
would have to be managed and watched carefully.  He believed options should be kept open and 
the City could manage this properly.  He noted this decision was not being taken lightly and he 
was in favor of going with Option A with the understanding it would be monitored very closely 
and it would be switched to Option B as soon as practical.   
 
Councilmember Elvig stated a TIF District did not mean an increase in taxes to the residents or 
businesses as long as the TIF District was managed properly.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution #10-
12-267 Approving the Modification to the Development Program for Development District No. 1 
Establishing Tax Increment Financing (Redevelopment District No. 14 and approving the Tax 
Increment Financing Plan therefore with Development District 1 – under Option A as presented 
tonight, reserving Option B as a potential election later. 
 
Further Discussion:  Councilmember Jeffrey stated he was in favor of the TIF District, but he 
was not in favor of Option A.  Councilmember Look noted under Option A businesses would be 
paying more in fiscal disparity than under Option B.  Councilmember Wise noted he could pay 
more if more people and businesses were around.  Dr. Denaway reviewed the base value 
calculation for Council.  Councilmember Wise did not believe an interchange would come to 
fruition without a cluster of development that would drive it.  He noted by keeping this Option 
A, the opportunities would be left for the widest range.  Mayor Ramsey believed Option A at this 
point would be the right decision as long as it could be changed in the future while Option B 
could not be changed in the future.  Councilmember Look stated he was in favor of the TIF 
district, but not Option A. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Elvig, McGlone, and 
Wise.  Voting No: Councilmembers Jeffrey and Look. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to Adopt the Resolution 
#10-12-268 Decertifying Tax Increment Financing Districts No. 11, 12, and 13, and Returning 
Excess Tax Increments to other Taxing Jurisdictions. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Elvig, Jeffrey, Look, 
McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

6.03: Request for Final Site Plan Review of Suite Living at The COR 
 
Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 8:48 p.m. in order to 
conduct a public hearing. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 8:48 p.m. 
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Presentation 
 
Deputy City Administrator Nelson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
Irene Beberg, 7411 - 152nd Avenue, stated she was for the apartment building project as it would 
bring in people who would patronize the businesses in the City.  She inquired about the parking.  
She recommended the Council look at putting in stoplights in the area also.  She asked if the 
subsidized money could be used to entice people to fill the building. 
 
Mayor Ramsey summarized the parking.  He noted the existing parking ramp would be expanded 
using grant money, which either had to be used or it would be lost to the City.  He stated there 
would eventually be 801 total parking spaces in the ramp.   
 
Councilmember Wise stated he would love to have the problem of a full parking ramp as the 
media had always taken video of an empty parking ramp.  He noted the parking ramp would not 
be full on the weekends, so there would be space available for the apartment building parking 
when those residents would be using it most. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated the only reason he liked this project was because it brought in a 
mixed use and if incentive funds could be used for mixed use, he was in favor of. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated with respect to the retail aspect, he believed the developer was very close 
to a deal with someone and he did not see any issue with filling the retail space. 
 
Ms. Beberg inquired if the residents of the apartments would be charged extra for parking as part 
of their rent. 
 
Councilmember Elvig responded the people who benefitted from the parking would be taxed for 
the maintenance of the ramp.   
 
Ms. Beberg asked if the children of the apartment building would have a place to play.   
 
Mayor Ramsey responded there was a large courtyard in the center of the buildings where the 
children could play.   
 
Ms. Beberg noted there should also be another play area for the children. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember Dehen, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Look, Dehen, Elvig, Jeffrey, 
McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 9:00 p.m. 
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Council Business 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Jeffrey asked how soon the spending plan would need to be in for the financing 
districts if this was not passed tonight.   
 
Deputy City Administrator Nelson responded this action would be contingent upon the HRA’s 
later approval of the Purchase and Development Agreement.  She noted this was an amendment 
to the spending plan. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution 
#10-12-269 Approving a Spending Plan for Tax Increment Financing Districts No. 1 and No 2 in 
the City contingent upon the HRA’s decision. 
 
Further discussion:  Councilmember Elvig stated he would support this at this time pending 
answers to his questions at the HRA meeting. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Dehen, Elvig, 
Jeffrey, and Look.  Voting No: None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-118 Related to Front Yard 
Setbacks in The COR 

 
Planning Assistant Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Dehen asked if the sidewalks would be on private property. 
 
Planning Assistant Gladhill responded that was correct and that was a part of the site plan 
approval.  He stated there would be a sidewalk easement. 
 
Councilmember Dehen asked if the easement would need to be purchased. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich responded the City would need to purchase it if the owner was not 
willing to give it to the City. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to waive the City 
Charter requirement to read the Ordinance aloud adopt the Ordinance #10-17 to amend City 
Code Section 117-118 Related to Front Yard Setbacks in The COR. 
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
  
Councilmember Wise - aye 
Councilmember Look - aye 
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Councilmember Elvig - aye 
Councilmember Jeffrey - aye 
Councilmember Dehen - aye 
Councilmember McGlone - aye 
Mayor Ramsey - aye 
 
Motion carried.   

7.02: Request for Final Plat Approval of COR One; Case of the City of Ramsey Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority 

 
 Associate Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Jeffrey asked if any of these needed to be contingent upon purchase agreements.   
 
Associate Planner Gladhill responded this one could stand alone as no site plan or development 
agreement was being approved.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Look, to adopt Resolution #10-
12-270 to approve the final plat of COR One, contingent upon compliance with the City Staff 
Review Letter dated December 8, 2010. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Dehen stated he was going to oppose this for the reasons 
stated at the HRA meeting tonight.  Councilmember Elvig stated he would approve this 
contingent upon the staff letter and the notes from Engineer Himmer. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Jeffrey, Look, McGlone, 
and Wise.  Voting No:  Councilmember Dehen. 

7.03: Request for Final Site Plan Review of Suite Living at The COR; Case of Suite 
Living 

 
Associate Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Raphino Lorenzo, representing Suite Living, explained why the entrance was on the Civic Center 
Drive rather than on Sunwood.   
 
Development Manager Lazan noted the reason the building was pushed back was due to the zero 
lot line requirement.   
 
Associate Planner Gladhill stated the reason there was not a secondary access off of Sunwood 
was due to security issues.   
 
Councilmember Dehen believed this was a nice project that was not heavily subsidized.  He 
stated he would be voting for the project. 
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Motion by Councilmember Dehen, seconded by Councilmember Look, to approve the final site 
plan of Suite Living at The COR, contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review Letter 
dated December 8, 2010, approval of the major plat of COR ONE, adoption of the ordinance 
amending setbacks in the TC-1 sub-district, and the Applicant entering into a Development 
Permit with the City as drafted. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Elvig stated he would like to look at the entrance again.  He 
noted a building set back from the road was a nice feature to have and if the building was 
flipped, he believed this would create a nice flow and look.  Associate Planner Gladhill 
responded the intent was to create the downtown feel up close to the right of way line for 
Sunwood Drive and what Councilmember Elvig was talking about was not allowed in the zoning 
codes.  He noted this would take a change of policy at this point.  Mayor Ramsey stated he was 
not interested in changing the building as that was the look the City wanted.  He indicated there 
was no retail component to this development.  Councilmember Look stated he did not envision 
people driving down Civic Center Drive, but if the other buildings are facing to the south, he was 
not sure this building would fit in.  He believed one of the sides might work.  Councilmember 
Elvig stated the idea was to have activity on the Sunwood side and he was not sure if the policy 
needed to be held that stringent.  Councilmember McGlone did not believe the residents of this 
development would be walking around the area very much due to the amount of care they 
needed.     
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Dehen, Elvig, Jeffrey, Look, 
McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.04: Request for Final Site Plan Approval of Residence at The COR 
 
Associate Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Dehen stated he liked the project, but he disagreed with the amount of subsidy 
the City was provided.  Therefore, he would be opposing the project because of the amount of 
the subsidy. 
 
Councilmember Look stated he believed this development would be a tremendous asset for the 
area.   
 
Councilmember Jeffrey stated he also would not support this project for various reasons, which 
he would discuss at the HRA meeting.   
 
Councilmember Dehen stated there was too much risk for him on this project, but he wanted the 
project to be successful.   
 
Dave Flaherty, CEO Flaherty & Collins, stated it was rare in this day and age to see this type of 
development that did not need assistance, especially when there was structured parking.  He 
stated the financing was not contingent upon the proposed rail stop and he believed the project 
could survive without the rail stop, but it would not be as financially healthy.   
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Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to approve site plan, 
contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review Letter dated December 8, 2010, approval 
of the major plat of COR ONE, adoption of the ordinance amending setbacks in The COR, and 
the Applicant entering into a Development Permit as drafted. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Look, McGlone, and 
Wise.  Voting No: Councilmembers Dehen and Jeffrey. 
 
Mayor Ramsey recessed the meeting at 9:42 p.m. and reconvened the meeting at 9:52 p.m. 

7.05: Adopt of Ordinance for a Request for Easement Vacation of Utility and Drainage 
Easements in Pine Shadows Subdivision, Outlot A, Case of Alpha Development 

 
Community Planner Miller reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to waive the reading of the 
Ordinance per City Charter and Motion to Adopt Ordinance #10-18 to vacate certain drainage 
and utility easements in Pine Shadows Subdivision Outlot A, contingent upon the approval of the 
Final Plat and Site Plan. 
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
  
Councilmember Look - aye 
Councilmember McGlone - aye 
Councilmember Jeffrey - aye 
Councilmember Elvig - aye 
Councilmember Wise - aye 
Councilmember Dehen - aye 
Mayor Ramsey - aye 
 
Motion carried.   

7.06: Request for Final Plat Approval of Alpha Development and Final Site Plan 
Approval of Legacy Christian Academy; Case of Columbo Limited Partnership 

 
Planning Manager Miller reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated he was not in favor of the development having a private well in 
addition to City water.   
 
Public Works Director Olson stated the City had encouraged residents to use private wells for 
irrigation as long as it did not tap into the City’s water supply. 
 
Councilmember Dehen stated he had no issue with the irrigation.  He noted the topsoil had been 
worked on a lot and where did the exceptions end.   
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Public Works Director Olson responded the Council had to decide what the intent of the 
Ordinance was.   
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he was concerned about the park dedication.   
 
Planning Manager Miller responded the park dedication was land and the amount equates to 
$304,000. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he did not want the City to own the acreage and sit on it or take a 
lesser price.   
 
Public Works Director Olson stated the City either took cash or land and when the City took 
land, it is based on the percentage of platted property and not on the value of the land.   
 
Councilmember Elvig noted typically, when the City took land, it was for a park purpose.  He 
stated the question was not if the City wanted the land or cash, but that the developer wants to 
give the land to the City.  He indicated that would be okay if the numbers worked.  He stated the 
City needed the cash.   
 
Councilmember Dehen stated he was not interested in taking land in lieu of cash.  He stated the 
City owned too much land right now and he did not want to acquire more.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Look, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution #10-
12-271 Granting Final Plat Approval of alpha Development – to approve the major subdivision 
plat and the site plan contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review Letter dated 
December 8, 2010, recognizing that it would incorporate the following: 
• Council will waive the requirement for sodding the site everywhere except the boulevard area 
and allowing seeding. 
• Council will deviate from Council policy on the calculation of fees from gross area to net 
developable area as outlined in the Staff review letter. 
• Council will be approving the reduced road section for the last 1,250 of Bunker Lake Blvd. to 
connect to Puma. 
• Council will be modifying the policy of requiring developments to extend utilities through the 
entire site by allowing the developer to stop the utilities at the second entrance to the school on 
Bunker Lake Boulevard. 
• Council will deviate from Council policy on the calculation of stormwater fees based on the 
permeable area. 
• Council finds the building materials acceptable, including the use of the temporary dome 
structure. 
-  Council not to waive the entire trail development fee, and credit only those portions of trails 
constructed off-site. 
 
and the staff recommendation regarding development fees, and enter into a development 
agreement subject to approval and final review of the City Attorney and consistent with the 
feasibility study, subject to the landowner waiving the 60 day requirement, and flexibility for 
staff to work on the topsoil issue with the developer upon approval by the City Engineer.   
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Further discussion: A representative of the developer stated there had been a considerable 
amount of discussion as to why they were at the point they were at.  He stated they had tried to 
find innovative solutions for the site and they wanted the ability to discuss the options with staff.  
Councilmember Dehen asked why the City was making exceptions for this development when 
those exceptions had not been made in the past.  He stated he wanted the rules to be the same for 
everyone.  Public Works Director Olson believed it was reasonable to accept the property that 
would generate any demand.  Councilmember Wise stated the City could not have one ordinance 
that covered everything and there would be exceptions that would need to be made.  
Councilmember Elvig stated he was for the project, but these exceptions were subsidies and at 
what point is too much.  He stated the developer had not shown a pro-forma as to why they need 
the subsidy and why the development would not work without it.  He stated he did not want to sit 
on more land in that area and he wanted to make sure the land was worth something that could 
be sold in the future.  He stated he did not want any subsidy on the remaining property in the 
area either once the rest of the property was developed.  Councilmember Jeffrey stated this was a 
project that rounded out a good community and it was a catalyst for the community.  Public 
Works Director Olson noted April 12 would be the public hearing date with April 26 being the 
deadline of the development agreement or it would delay the project for another year. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Look, Wise, Dehen, Elvig, 
Jeffrey, and McGlone.  Voting No: None. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Look, to approve the feasibility 
study for the infrastructure improvements associated with the Legacy Christian Academy project, 
and order the project by authorizing Staff to issue an RFP for design services contingent upon the 
Developer agreeing to pay the cost for these additional design services at a cost not to exceed 
$106,000. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Look, Dehen, Elvig, 
Jeffrey, and McGlone.  Voting No: None. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich recommended item 7.07 be moved to the end of the Council agenda as it 
would be a closed session. 

7.08: Consider Purchase of Real Property Having Anoka County PIN 28-32-25-43-0007 
 
City Attorney Goodrich noted he had no communication from the seller so no action was 
required. 

7.09: Adopt Interfund Loan Agreements for TIF Districts 1, 2, and 14 
 
Deputy City Administrator Nelson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Look, to adopt Resolution #10-
12-272 Approving the Terms of $1,300,000 Interfund Loan in Connection with Tax Increment 
Financing District No. 1, and Adopt Resolution #10-12-273 Approving the Terms of an Internal 
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Loan in Connection with Tax Increment Financing District No. 2 and Adopt Resolution #10-12-
274 approving the Terms of Up to a $500,000 Interfund Loan in Connection with Tax Increment 
Financing District No. 14, contingent upon the approval of the Purchase Agreement and 
Development Agreement by the HRA. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Dehen stated he was opposed to the 3.9 in subsidy. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Look, Elvig, and 
McGlone.  Voting No: Councilmembers Dehen and Jeffrey. 

7.10: Approve the Agreement Between the City of Ramsey and Scott Robinson and John 
Amundson, dba, Wheels of Thunder 

 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Jeffrey stated he wanted this business to be consistent with the rate schedule and 
that the vendor did not have the ability to cut deals without direct City approval. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich responded these issues had been addressed. 
 
Councilmember Dehen stated he had expressed concerns at the worksession regarding this 
vendor.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he also would not renew a contract with the type of issues the City has 
had, but this vendor owed the City money and the only way to recoup the money was to do 
another contract with the vendor. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Look, to approve the Agreement 
Between the City of Ramsey and Scott Robinson and John Amundson, dba, Wheels of Thunder. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Look, Elvig, McGlone, and 
Wise.  Voting No: Councilmembers Dehen and Jeffrey. 

7.07: Approve Settlement Agreement with Rick Foster and Rivers Bend Holdings, LLC 
for the Acquisition of Right-of-Way for Trails Adjacent to Highway 47 and Right-
of-Access from Highway 47 for the Property Legally Described as:  Outlots A, B, C, 
D, and E, River’s Bend 3rd Addition, Except Those Parts Platted as Ramsey Office 
Park and Holiday Acres  

 
City Attorney Goodrich noted that this meeting can move into closed session to discuss a 
Settlement Agreement with Rick Foster and Rivers Bend Holdings, LLC for the Acquisition of 
Right-of-Way for Trails Adjacent to Highway 47 and Right-of-Access from Highway 47 for the 
property legally described as:  Outlots A, B, C, D, and E, River’s Bend 3rd Addition, Except 
Those Parts Platted at Ramsey Office Park and Holiday Acres.   
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Motion by Councilmember Dehen, seconded by Councilmember Look, to move to closed 
session.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmembers Dehen, Look, Elvig, Jeffrey, 
McGlone and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 
 
It was Council’s consensus to allow Councilmembers Elect Jason Tossey and Randy Backus to 
attend the closed session. 
 
The Special Council meeting moved into a closed session at 10:49 p.m.  
 
The closed session ended at 10:55 p.m. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich noted the Council had agreed to purchase from Rivers Bend Property 
and Phoenix Enterprises Inc. the access to Outlots A, B, C, D, and E, River’s Bend 3rd Addition, 
Except those Parts Platted.  He stated there would also be a general release relating to the 
February 28, 2006 Purchase Agreement. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Jeffrey, to approve the 
Settlement Agreement with Rick Foster and Rivers Bend Holdings, LLC for the Acquisition of 
Right-of-Way for Trails Adjacent to Highway 47 and Right-of-Access from Highway 47 for the 
property legally described as:  Outlots A, B, C, D, and E, River’s Bend 3rd Addition, Except 
Those Parts Platted as Ramsey Office Park and Holiday Acres. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Jeffrey, Dehen, Look, 
McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
Farewell from Councilmember Look 
Councilmember Look noted this was his final meeting as a Councilmember for Ramsey.  He 
thanked those who supposed his bid for the County Commissioner position.  He thanked his 
opponent for a good campaign, City staff for all of their work, and the Council for their service.   
 
Farewell from Councilmember Dehen 
Councilmember Dehen stated this was also his final meeting.  He indicated he would be serving 
as a Tenth Judicial Judge for Anoka County.  He thanked Council and staff for everything they 
had done.   
 
Last City Council meeting for 2010 
Mayor Ramsey noted this was the last Council meeting for 2010.   
 
Kudos to the Public Works and Fire Departments 
City Administrator Ulrich thanked the Public Works and Fire Department for their service and 
hard work during the snowstorm last weekend.   
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Snowmobile Reminder 
Mayor Ramsey reminded the residents to stay on the snowmobile trails when riding their 
snowmobiles.   
 
Thank You to Councilmembers Look and Dehen 
City Administrator Ulrich and staff thanked Councilmembers Look and Dehen for their service 
to the City. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Dehen, seconded by Councilmember Look, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 11:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Kathy Altman 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
 



Regular Planning Commission Item #:  6. 1.           

Date: 02/03/2011  

Information

Title:

Request for a Home Occupation Permit to Operate a Home Office for Carefree Home Services at 7830 149th Ln

NW;

Case of Michael Beach

Background:

On January 6, 2011, the City received an application for a Home Occupation Permit from Michael Beach to

continue a home-based office to support the operation of Carefree Home Services.  The City previously approved

the operation as an Interim Use Permit on January 22, 2008, which is set to expire January 22, 2011.  The previous

application was approved under a previous ordinance regulating home occupations.  The Applicant now has the

ability to petition the City Council, following the procedures of a conditional use permit process, to operate home

occupations that operate beyond certain parameters, such as the number of non-resident employees.

Notification:

Property Owners within 350 feet of the Subject Property were notified via Standard US Mail of the Public

Hearing.  The Public Hearing was properly notified in the Anoka County Union.

Observations:

The Beach family has been operating Carefree Home Services out of their home since 1990. Michael Beach is the

owner of the Subject Property and owner/operator of Carefree Home Services.  A complaint was made about

parking at the home in 2007, which triggered the original review as an IUP. The original review revealed that there

were clear indications of a home-based business.  The IUP was approved at that time with the intention to allow the

owner ample time to find an suitable alternative location to continue the office operations for Carefree Home

Services.

 

Since that time, the City approved amendments to the Home Occupation Ordinance to allow for flexibility in

home-based businesses, including administrative approvals and City Council approval for home occupations

operating beyond certain thresholds.

 

The Subject Property is approximately one (1) acre, and thus, the Applicant would be allowed one (1) non-resident

employee to work on the Subject Property and is permitted up to 20% of the gross living area of the dwelling unit

for activities related to the Home Occupation.

 

According the Applicant, Carefree Home Services is a home health care agency providing personal care services to

clients in their homes. Employees provide these services at the clients' residence and do not come to the Subject

Property for any required work; they are also supervised by a Supervising R.N's while working at the clients home.

The Applicant has clients in the northern metro, Brainerd, and Mora. The Brainerd and Mora areas, which include

roughly half of the clients and employees, are handled by managing personnel in those areas, and do not report to

the Subject Property. 

 

 

The Applicant has only one non-resident employee coming in to the Subject Property daily and uses approximately

16% of the 2,662 square foot dwelling unit for the Home Occupation.  Hours of operation are proposed to be from

8:30am to 5:00pm Mon-Thurs, 8:30am to 1:00pm on Friday, and closed Saturday and Sunday. A majority of the

office operation done through the Subject Property is done by phone, mail, fax, or computer. File management,

billing, and payroll for the whole company and staffing for the local area is done from the Subject Property. The

Applicant does have the occasional person coming into the office to exchange paperwork, but this is proposed to be



reduced to only 2 or 3 people a week on average, since the Applicant is no longer allowing checks to be picked up

as of February 1, 2011 ( there were about 4-5 people picking up checks previously).  The number of non-resident

employees is what triggers review by the Planning Commission and City Council.  The Applicant was offered an

alternative to appoint one (1) person to serve as the non-resident employee and all others to correspond via means

that do not require being physically at the Subject Property, however, the Applicant states that the flexibility of

allowing 2-3 non-resident employees to arrive at the Subject Property is critical to the core function of the business. 

The Applicant also expects some downsizing as the Department of Human Services has announced some cuts to

services and a greater online presence, additional office staff is not necessary.   The Applicant expects no more than

two (2) vehicle trips per day related to the Home Occupation and states that all parking can be accomodated on the

existing driveway.

 

Recent inspections and review of aerial photography reveal that off-street parking accomodated on the existing

driveway are the only indications of the home occupation.  The number of motor vehicles seen through this review

(no more than 3-4 at a time) reveal that traffic levels may certainly be elevated, but only to a minor degree.  In

addition, the City has no indication or evidence that traffic levels allowed under the home occupation ordinance are

exceeded.

Funding Source:

All costs associated with processing the Application are the responsibility of the Applicant and paid through an

escrow placed by the Applicant for the benefit of the Application.

Staff Recommendation:

City Staff would certainly like to see a reduction in the number of non-resident employees allowed be limited;

however, since daily operation of the employees is performed off site and actual time at the Subject Property is

limited, it may be feasible to allow such a request. 

Committee Action:

Motion to recommend that the City Council adopt the resolution adopting findings of fact.

 

-AND-

 

Motion to recommend that the City Council adopt the resolution approving the Home Occupation Permit.

 

-OR-

 

Motion to recommend that the City Council deny the Home Occupation based on Findings of Fact.

Attachments

Site Location Map

Supplemental Questionnaire

Findings of Fact

Home Occupation Permit

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Amber Miller Amber Miller 01/26/2011 11:37 AM

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 01/26/2011 12:51 PM

Amber Miller Amber Miller 01/26/2011 12:58 PM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 01/25/2011 10:28 AM

Final Approval Date: 01/26/2011 
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Councilmember ________  introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-02-___ 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT #____ RELATING TO A REQUEST FROM 
MICHAEL BEACH FOR A HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT TO OPERATE A HOME OFFICE 
FOR CAREFREE HOME SERVICES ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 7830 149TH

 
 LN NW. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey received an application from Michael Beach requesting a home 
occupation permit to operate a home office in a dwelling unit located on the property generally known as 
7830 149th

 
 Ln NW and legally described as follows: 

Lot 5, Block 1, Greenland Hills, City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Minnesota. 
 
(the "Subject Property") 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THIS CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA that the findings of fact relating to the 
request are determined to be as follows: 
 
1. That on January 6, 2011, Michael Beach, herein referred to as the “Applicant”, properly applied 

for a home occupation permit to operate a home office for Carefree Home Services (the “Home 
Occupation”) in a dwelling unit with four (4) non-resident employees on the Subject Property. 
 

2. That the Applicant appeared before the Ramsey Planning Commission for a public hearing 
pursuant to Section 117-51 of the City Code on February 3, 2011, and that said public hearing 
was properly advertised. 
 

3. That the Subject Property is zoned R-1 Central Rural Reserve, and the surrounding parcels are 
zoned R-1 Central Rural Reserve or Town Center (TC-4a). 

 
4. That the Subject Property is approximately 1.01 acres and is surrounded by lots of similar sizes. 

 
5. That the Applicant shall occupy and own the dwelling unit on the site of the Home Occupation. 

 
6. That the Home Occupation is located in the dwelling unit located on the Subject Property and 

shall occupy less than 20% of the gross floor area of the dwelling unit (438 square feet / 2662 
square feet = 16%). 
 

7. That there will not be at least 400 square feet of garage space will be reserved for indoor 
residential parking and storage related to the residential us on the Subject Property. 

 
8. That the City finds there is no exterior evidence of the existence of the Home Occupation on the 

Subject Property other than motor vehicles owned by employees. 
 

9. That there is no interior or exterior business signs or display related to the Home Occupation on 
the Subject Property. 
 

10. That there shall be no more than two (2) vehicle trips per 24 hour period related to the Home 
Occupation, under the permitted two (2) vehicle trips per standard eight (8) hour business day or 
sixteen vehicle trips within a twenty-four (24) hour period, as established in City Code Sec. 117-
351 (Home Occupations). 
 

11. That the City finds the Home Occupation does not constitute a fire hazard to neighboring 
residences. 
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12. That the Home Occupation does not include operations related to internal combustion engines, 
body shops, ammunition manufacturing, motor vehicle repairs or sale. 
 

13. That the Home Occupation does employ four (4) persons that do not live in the dwelling unit on 
the Subject Property.  Non-resident employees will arrive at the Subject Property for activities 
related to paperwork, but will not work at the Subject Property.  All activities other than storing 
vehicles and equipment will occur off-site. 
 

14. That the Home Occupation does not involve operating methods that include transactions with 
the public (customers, clients, consultants, subcontractors, etc.) on the Subject Property. 
 

15. That the Home Occupation does not conduct retail sales on the Subject Property. 
 
16. That the Home Occupation business hours are proposed to be 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday 

through Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Friday.  The Home Occupation will not operate on 
Saturdays or Sundays. 

 
17. That all structures shall comply with all applicable codes, including, but not limited to, building, 

fire and zoning. 
 

18. That the City finds the Home Occupation operates beyond the parameters of a general and 
administrative home occupation permit requirements (117-351) and therefore requires Planning 
Commission and City Council review and approval.  
 

19. That the City finds that the Home Occupation operates/does not operate beyond the intent and 
parameters of 117-351 (Home Occupations) and finds that the Home Occupation is/is not low-
level and is not a use typically found in a residential area. 
 

20. That the proposed use will/will not adversely impact traffic in the area. 
 
21. That the proposed use will/will not be compatible with the residential neighborhood due to 

density and lot size of the surrounding lots.  
 
22. That the proposed use will/will not be unduly dangerous or otherwise detrimental to persons 

residing or working in the vicinity of the use or to the public welfare. 
 
23. That the proposed use will/will not substantially adversely impair the use, enjoyment, or market 

value of neighboring properties. 
 
24. That the proposed use will/will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future neighboring 

uses. 
 
25. That the proposed use will/will not be served adequately by public facilities and services such as 

highways and streets. 
 
26. That the proposed use will/will not create excessive additional requirements at public cost for 

public facilities and services, and it will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the 
community. 

 
27. That the proposed use will/will not involve activities and uses that will be detrimental to any 

persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, 
smoke, fumes, glare, or odors. 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_____________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
and the following abstained: 
 
  
and the following were absent: 
 
  
 
where upon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
on this the 22nd

 
 day of February, 2011. 

              
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
City Clerk 



Councilmember ___________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-02-___ 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF A HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT TO 
OPERATE A HOME OFFICE ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 7830 149TH

 

 LN NW BASED 
ON FINDINGS OF FACT #____ AND DECLARING TERMS OF PERMIT 

 WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Council adopted Resolution #10-10-___ adopting Findings of Fact 
#____ for this use and herein approves the home occupation permit. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
On February 22nd, a home occupation permit ("Permit") was issued by the City of Ramsey ("CITY") to 
Michael Beach ("PERMITTEE") to operate a home office located on the property generally known as 
7830 149th

 
 Ln NW and legally described as follows: 

Lot 5, Block 1, Greenland Hills, City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Minnesota. 
 
(the "Subject Property") 

 
This permit is issued pursuant to Section 117-51 and 117-351 of the Ramsey City Code.  The conditions 
of this permit are as follows: 
 
1. That this resolution shall allow for a home office in a dwelling unit (the “Home Occupation”) to 

operate on the Subject Property.  Only 20% of the gross floor area of the dwelling unit may be 
used for the Home Occupation and the PERMITTEE shall be required to reserve at least 400 
square feet of accessory structure space for the purposes of the primary residential use. 

 
2. That the PERMITTEE shall reside in the dwelling unit of the Subject Property and is allowed 

four (4) non-resident employees (the “Non-resident Employees”) on the Subject Property unless 
otherwise permitted by City Code. The Non-resident Employees may only arrive on-site to pick-
up paperwork.  The Non-resident Employees may not perform any other function related to the 
Home Occupation on the Subject Property.  Notification must be given to the CITY if the 
PERMITTEE will utilize non-resident employees. 

 
3. That the established business hours are Monday through Thursday between 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

and on Fridays between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on the Subject Property.  The Home Occupation 
may not operate on Saturdays or Sundays. 
 

4. That the number of vehicular traffic trips per day to the Subject Property may not exceed two 
trips per hour per standard eight (8) hour business day or sixteen (16) vehicle trips per twenty-
four (24) hour period and vehicular traffic trips including deliveries, customer, sub-contractor and 
employee trips, five (5) days a week on the Subject Property.  

 
5. That the PERMITTEE may not lease the business portion of the accessory structures located on 

the Subject Property to any person(s) that does not reside on the Subject Property. 
 

6. That the PERMITTEE agrees to comply with Chapter 117, Article II, Division 6, Subdivision 1 
of City Code, titled “Signs”. 
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7. That the PERMITTEE agrees to comply with section 117-355 of City Code relating to outside 

storage and maneuvering of vehicles and equipment on the Subject Property; all parking and 
maneuvering areas on the Subject Property must be surfaced with either concrete or bituminous. 
 

8. That employees shall park on the driveway on the Subject Property. 
 

9. That the PERMITTEE must obtain all applicable permits to ensure that the structures are 
compliant with all applicable state and local codes. 

 
10. That should the PERMITTEE die or sell the Subject Property, the Permit shall be automatically 

terminated, except that in the case of death, should a surviving spouse or child, residing at the 
same address, desire to continue the home occupation, written notice to that effect shall be given 
to the City Administrator and the City Council may authorize continuation of the Permit without 
further hearing. 
 

11. The PERMITTEE shall reside on the Subject Property; if the PERMITTEE does not reside on 
the Subject Property, the Permit shall be terminated. 

 
12. That adequate water supply and on-site sewage disposal facilities shall be the responsibility of the 

PERMITTEE. 
 
13. The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for maintaining any applicable State or County licenses. 
 
14. The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for all costs incurred in the administration and 

enforcement of this Permit. 
 
15. That the City Administrator, or his/her designee, shall have the right to inspect the premises for 

compliance and safety purposes annually or at any time, upon reasonable request. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember _______, 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
and the following voted against the same: 
  
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
  
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 
22nd

  
 day of February, 2011. 
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Michael Beach, owner(s) of fee title to the Subject Property, hereby acknowledge receipt of this Permit 
and has reviewed the conditions of this Permit and has agreed to comply with the terms of this Permit. 
 
Michael Beach 
 
     
      

 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF ___________ ) 
 
On this ______ day of ________________, _____, before me a Notary Public, personally appeared 
Michael Beach, owner(s) of fee title to the Subject Property, to me known to be the person(s) described in 
and who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged that he/she executed the same as his/her 
free act and deed. 
 
       ____________________________________ 
                  Notary Public 
CITY OF RAMSEY: 
 
 
By: _______________________________  By: ________________________________ 
              Mayor       City Clerk 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 
 
On this ___________ day of __________________________, _____, before me, a Notary Public, 
personally appeared Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M Thieling, to me personally known, who, being each by 
me duly sworn did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the 
Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is the 
corporate seal of said Municipal corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed on behalf of 
said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council and said Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M. Thieling 
acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of said Municipal Corporation. 
 
       ____________________________________ 
         Notary Public 
 
The document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 
The City of Ramsey     Randall and Goodrich 
7550 Sunwood Dr NW      2140 Fourth Avenue 
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303    Anoka, MN  55303 
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CASE # 

Memo  
 

DATE:  January 26, 2011 

 

TO:  Ramsey Planning Commission 

 

FROM: Community Development Staff 

 

RE:  Staff Update 

              

 

City Council Update.  The following is a brief summary of actions taken in November that may be of 

interest to the Planning Commission:  

 

Consider a Street Name change for a portion of Azurite Street in the Sunfish Lake Business Park.  The 

City Council tabled action on the proposed street name changed and referred the issue to the EDA for 

further review. 

 

Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Exceed the Allowed Square Footage for Accessory Structures at 

8150 144
th
 Ave NW.  The City Council approved the request for a Conditional Use Permit. 

 

Concept Plan for Go Cart Track at Former Oasis Market.  The City Council reviewed a request from 

Karl Janzen regarding the potential for use of City-owned property to operate a go-cart track.  The request 

will be reviewed in further detail at an upcoming Work Session.  The proposal would require an Interim 

Use Permit which would be reviewed by the Planning Commission for recommendation. 

 

Request for Site Plan, Final Plat, and Conditional Use Permit Review of Cross of Hope.  The City 

Council approved the plat, site plan, and Conditional Use Permit for the Cross of Hope expansion.  Two 

additional steps, vacating certain easements and conveying real property, will be considered in February 

to complete the review.. 

 

Consider extension to timeline to record Final Plat of MICHELS PROPERTY.  The City Council 

approved an extension of six (6) months to record the Final Plat of MICHELS PROPERTY. 

 

Update on MRCCA Rulemaking.  The timeline established for the DNR to complete rulemaking has 

expired, and thus would require legislative authority to complete the rulemaking process.  Legislation has 

been introduced both in the Senate and the House to repeal the section of the statute that authorized the 

rulemaking update.  That legislation passed the Environmental Committee and awaits further action.  The 

City Council did pass a resolution asking for the repeal of the statute as drafted in the Legislature.  The 

MRCCA Rulemaking update project page can be found at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/critical_area/rulemaking.html.   

 

‘AgendaQuick’; New agenda software production software.  As you can tell, the City has now 

implemented the new AgendaQuick software for Boards and Commissions.  The Planning Commission 

and Board of Adjustment agendas will now be available through the City’s website for easy retrieval.  For 

Commissioners wishing not to receive agenda packets in paper form should contact JoAnn Shaw. 

 

 

PC:  02.03.2010 

 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/critical_area/rulemaking.html
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Date: 02/03/2011  

Information

Title:

The Annual Foreclosure Report is attached for your information. 

Background:

Attached.

Notification:

none required

Observations:

Funding Source:

None

Staff Recommendation:

For information purposes only.

Committee Action:

None

Attachments

Forclosure Update

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Amber Miller Amber Miller 01/26/2011 03:02 PM

Form Started By: Amber Miller Started On: 01/26/2011 12:01 PM

Final Approval Date: 01/26/2011 



Background: 

 

As Staff did last year around this time, Staff is bringing information forward regarding the number of 
foreclosures in the City for the calendar year 2010, now that we have the end of the year final tally from Anoka 

County.   

 

Observations:  
 

Along with the rest of the metropolitan area, over the past five years we have seen some significant increases 

in the number of foreclosed properties within the City.  However, in 2010 there was a decrease which seems to 
be an exception to the rest of the area.   While some areas of the City are more impacted than others, no area 

has proven immune to the problem.   

 
Records reflect the following for Ramsey: 

 

 

Year 

 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

# of Foreclosures 

 

60 

141 

271 

357 

205 
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As you may be aware, in November 2008 the City Council adopted an ordinance allowing the disconnection of 

water service in vacant and foreclosed properties.  Staff also receive lists of properties from Connexus and 

CenterPoint Energy on service disconnections.  Staff then take the list of foreclosed properties and other utility 

disconnections and develop a list of properties that are on City water.  In 2009 there were 121 properties that 
were on City water that were also on the foreclosure list.  In 2010 that number was 134.  These properties are 

tagged and a letter is also sent to the owner of record.  If no response is received within five days the property 

is scheduled for water service disconnection by the Utility division.  Of those 134 properties on City water, 
only 46 were confirmed vacant and able to have the water shut-off.  In some residential properties, they have 

joint services so the unit must be heated because shutting the water off would shut water off to the entire 

building. 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Topic Report: Foreclosures  

 
By:  Amber G. Miller, Planning Manager 



 

In 2009, one thing to keep in mind, there were a couple of developers holding a significant number of lots that 
went through the foreclosure process.  One in the Village of Sunfish Lake and the other in Brookfield.  Since 

both of those developments were platted lots, that increased the number of foreclosures significantly, Village 

had 60 vacant lots and Brookfield 94 vacant lots. Once you factor out those 154 vacant lots, our foreclose rate 

remains fairly constant to what it was last year.   
 

The Planning Division works very closely with the Utilities Division and Police and Fire to keep track and 

address vacant units to try to minimize property damage and reduce the impact to the surrounding 
neighborhood (primarily through code enforcement).     

 

There are numerous options that the City can consider to address management of vacant properties and 
rehabilitation and neighborhood recovery.  Examples include:  

 

1. Vacant Property Registration 

2. Provide access to affordable financing to homeowners in distress. 
3. Provide incentive to purchase vacant homes. (the County is already doing this through the 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program) 

4. Implement ordinances to offset impacts of foreclosure and vacant buildings (such as the water utility 
disconnection program) 

5. Code Enforcement to handle blight of vacant properties, especially long grass and debris 

6. Homebuyer loan programs 
7. Homeowner educational outreach 

8. Stepped up marketing campaigns 

 

 
Planning continues to track this information and as additional information becomes available, Staff will 

forward it to you.   
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