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 PLANNING COMMISSION 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, May 5, 2011, at 

the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Vice Chairperson Gary Van Scoy 

    Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 

    Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Robert Schiller 

 

Members Absent:  Chairperson Gary Levine 

 

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

    Economic Development/Marketing Manager Aaron Backman 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

There was none. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Schiller, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Schiller, 

Bauer, Brauer, and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Field to approve the following 

minutes as presented: 

 

1)  Planning Commission regular meeting minutes dated April 7, 2011. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Bauer, Field, Brauer, 

Dunaway, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 
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NOTE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

The following Council minutes were noted: 

 

1)  City Council regular meeting minutes dated February 22, 2011 

2)  City Council regular meeting minutes dated March 8, 2011 

3)  City Council regular meeting minutes dated March 22, 2011 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Public Hearing – Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Exceed Sign Size 

Restrictions at 7333 Sunwood Dr. NW; Case of Leroy Signs, Inc. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the public hearing to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated this seems consistent with the approval already given to NAU and 

Staff is recommending approval. 

 

Scott Laage with Leroy Signs stated the illuminated back letters didn’t fit their need, because 

they are using LED and it absorbs into the background and does not reflect the light.  The face lit 

letters NAU is requesting to use are the same type of lettering as on the Medical Examiners 

building. 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked if the applicant’s request is consistent with the changes that the City 

is looking at making to the sign ordinance. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated absolutely, we are going to look at what we have approved and 

look at what can be approved administratively and at the design guidelines.  There are some ways 

for flexibility.  The applicant is asking for 24 inches in height and 18 inches is what may be 

suggested to be the baseline height for administrative approval. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy stated that one of the discussions in the past was that a lot of the 

signs in The COR would be at street level, and most of what the Commission is asked to approve 

are second story, and he asked if this would be addressed with the new ordinance.   

 

Senior Planner Gladhill confirmed that it would and added that what makes this request different 

is that it is a single tenant building. 

 



Planning Commission/May 5, 2011 

Page 3 of 13 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, 

Bauer, Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

The public hearing closed at 7:13 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Bauer to recommend City 

Council approve the resolution adopting findings of fact favorable relating to Leroy Signs, Inc. 

request for a conditional use permit to exceed sign size restrictions established in City Code. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Bauer, 

Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field to recommend City 

Council approve the issuance of a conditional use permit based on findings of fact relating to 

Leroy Signs, Inc. and adopt the resolution declaring the terms. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissions Dunaway, Field, 

Bauer, Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

Case #2: Public Hearing – Request for a Home Occupation Permit to Operate an Auto 

Body Repair Business on the Property Located at 17441 Baugh St. NW; Case 

of Lawrence and Paula Ferber 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the public hearing to order at 7:14 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Two letters in support of the applicant were submitted after the agenda was created. 

 

Lawrence Ferber, 17441 Baugh St. NW, the applicant stated he has been operating the business 

for 39 years.  It is a clean operation, a nice looking property and he does not have junk. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy stated he would like to have a time limit on the permit and asked the 

applicant what was his timeframe for retirement, as was noted in the staff report. 
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Mr. Ferber replied two or three years. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill asked the applicant if he was comfortable with a sunset clause that would 

have the home occupation expire in three years.  He also clarified that in the event this operation 

is discontinued for more than a year it expires, that the business cannot be sold to someone else 

that any future owner would have to go through the same process of approval, and that Mr. 

Ferber could not move the approval of the home occupation permit to another parcel. 

 

Mr. Ferber replied he would like the permit to remain open and not expire.   

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated he would leave it to the commission if they want to entertain an 

expiration date or if they feel we have enough control within our city code to make sure this 

doesn’t become a public nuisance.  He continued that with the size of this parcel and the 

adequate separation that it should not impact the neighboring structures. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy asked if there was a written report from the fire department.  Senior 

Planner Gladhill stated there was not a written report, but the department has reviewed the 

substance of this case and is comfortable with the findings of fact and the terms in the permit. 

 

Commissioner Dunaway asked how much automotive paint was stored on site. 

 

Mr. Ferber stated a total of probably 5 - 10 gallons of thinner and reducers and only enough paint 

for what is needed for the current repair and then he properly recycles it. 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked if the 39 years he has been in business has been at this location. 

 

Mr. Ferber replied 19 years at this location and 20 years next door to this location.  He is the sole 

employee, business has operated the same and is strictly by referral and no advertising is done. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, 

Bauer, Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

The public hearing closed at 7:27 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway to recommend that City 

Council adopt the resolution adopting Findings of Fact favorable relating to the applicant’s 

request for a home occupation permit. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Bauer, Dunaway, 

Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 
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Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway to recommend that City 

Council approve the applicant’s request for a home occupation permit. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Bauer, Dunaway, 

Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

Case #3: Consider Ordinance to Amend Section 117-90 “Map” of Chapter 117 of the 

Ramsey City Code Related to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the public hearing to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Eileen Rick, 15059 Limonite St. inquired as to why she received a letter. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated everyone within the boundary received a letter because the zoning 

district was being changed back to what it was previously. 

 

Ms. Rick asked if it was going back to one acre lots. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill explained that there is a two and one half-acre lot minimum for any 

redevelopment.  Those lots that are one acre lots will remain, however any future development 

would have a minimum lot size of two and one-half acres.  He continued to explain the reason 

the one-acre lots are included in this district. 

 

Carol Sibbel, 7311 Alpine Drive, asked if this does pass when it would be reviewed again. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated every ten years the city is required to update its Comprehensive 

Plan.  There are opportunities for comp plan amendments; however, in this fashion it is done 

once every ten years.  If you have five acres you would be able to divide into two lots, there 

might be some public infrastructure requirements. 

 

Motion by Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Bauer, 

Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

The public hearing closed at 7:43 p.m. 
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Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked if there is no action taken, does it remain 10 acre lot requirement. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated it would remain Central Rural Reserve, which would be in conflict 

with the current Comprehensive Plan.  The City would need to request an amendment to the 

Comprehensive Plan with the Metropolitan Council. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the number of one acre lots already in existence in the zoning 

district. 

 

Commissioner Brauer stated that the reason for the 2.5 acre lot minimum was to prevent the 

owners of the larger parcels from having one acre lot developments right next to them. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy stated another criteria in combining the different lot sizes besides the 

size of the lot, is to keep this area outside of the MUSA.   

 

Commissioner Field clarified that the only properties affected by this change are those five acres 

or larger in size that have a potential for subdivision. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field to recommend the City 

Council approve the Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, 

Bauer, Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

Case #4: Request for Interim Use Permit for a Go Cart Track at 14550 Armstrong 

Boulevard; Case of Karl Janzen 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the public hearing to order at 7:51 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Karl Janzen, 9131 178
th

 Avenue NW, and Tim Marchiafava 19119 Waco Street, Elk River the 

applicants stated they started looking into a Go-Cart track about 18 months at a different site that 

didn’t work out with the owner.  They asked the City if they would be interested in a joint 

venture.  They stated it is a win/win situation for both the city and them.  There shouldn’t be a 

dust issue.   The motors are 5 hp Briggs and Stratton, 4-cycle with mufflers mandated.  The 

applicants presented two letters one from Coborns, and one from Acapulco Restaurant in support 

of the Go Cart Track. 
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Vice Chairperson Van Scoy stated he would like the noise addressed, as that has been the number 

one concern of other motor type activity in the City. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill read the letters in support presented from Coborns and Acapulco 

Restaurant at the request of Vice Chairperson Van Scoy. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy questioned if all business in the area received notification. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated notice went out to the property owners within 350 of this property, 

which might not have been received by each of the tenants. 

 

Jeff Wise, 7901 165
th

 Avenue, stated he was in support of the Go Cart Track as it is good for his 

business and all the businesses in the area.  The pine fence going up will keep it clean.   

 

Commissioner Bauer asked if the applicants had long range plans as to how to proceed when the 

Highway #10 and Armstrong interchange develops. 

 

Mr. Marchiafava stated they want to show that they are a viable business and good for the City 

and when the interchange develops the City will want to retain the business and work with them 

to find a new location. 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked what would happen to the site if the track didn’t stay in business. 

 

Mr. Janzen stated the provisions in the contract state they have to turn it into a flat piece of land, 

which would be to remove fencing and light poles and re-grading.  

 

Commissioner Field asked what other locations they have operated their racetrack and if the 

participants provide their own go-cart. 

 

Mr. Janzen stated the Sherburne County Fairgrounds, Wisconsin, Cokato, MN and the 

participants provide their own go-cart.  

 

Commissioner Field asked what the schedule was. 

 

Mr. Marchiafava stated Friday nights as a general guideline.  The gates will open at 5:00 p.m., 

race at 7:00 p.m. and close at 10:00 p.m.  There are a few opportunities that they might race on a 

different night. 

 

Commissioner Dunaway noted that each machine puts out 75 decibels of noise and asked how 

many teams are running at any particular time. 

 

Mr. Janzen stated there will be three to 12 carts on the track at a time.  He continued that there 

would be more noise from Armstrong Blvd. and Highway #10 then there would be from the go-

carts. 
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Senior Planner Gladhill stated that noise is measured at the property line and has to sustain the 

level for a fair amount of time. 

 

Commissioner Brauer asked if Senior Planner Gladhill was comfortable that the noise ordinance 

would manage any noise problems with this track. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated the applicants have to work within the noise ordinance and the 

data they have provided states they will be in compliance. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy asked clarification of the schedule and if the applicants were 

planning on having a sound system. 

 

Mr. Janzen stated the schedule would be once a week at the most and they haven’t planned on a 

sound system. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy asked if the racers are primarily children or exclusively children. 

 

Mr. Janzen stated they are primarily children.  The ages range from six to 60.  Parents will bring 

their children and race with them.  Seventy-five percent are under the age of 16. 

 

Commissioner Field asked if the insurance is provided by the applicants, or if the teams have 

their own insurance.  Mr. Janzen replied they cover insurance for the property, racers, and 

spectators. 

 

Commissioner Brauer stated in the agreement it states that it would be twice a week and the 

applicants had stated once a week. 

 

Mr. Marchiafava stated there is the option for twice a week, maybe a Wednesday and a Friday.  It 

is not a regular occurrence; however it is nice to have the option. 

 

Commissioner Dunaway asked how many races are run on a night and how the dust will be 

controlled. 

 

Mr. Janzen stated there are seven or eight classes and each runs three times.  There is a water 

truck that will water the track before, during and after each race. 

 

Commissioner Field asked if there are additional parking spaces. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated we have verbal or written approval from two different property 

owners.  There will be items to work through following Council review and approval and one of 

those items is to determine whether an easement needs to be given so there is a recordable 

document so it will survive sales of the different parcels. 

 

Commissioner Dunaway asked how many spectators can be accommodated. 
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Mr. Marchiafava stated there is a bleacher that will hold 45 and plenty of ground space for 

blankets or lawn chairs.  If attendance grows past that they would put up another set of bleachers. 

 

Tim Kelsey, 7900 151
st
 Lane, stated his concern regarding the traffic on Armstrong Blvd. with 

these events and oil getting onto the dirt. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated Armstrong is getting some upgrades this summer; signalization is 

going in at Bunker Lake Blvd. intersection.  There is a need for upgrades and an interchange and 

the City saw that through the Comprehensive Plan process.  He added that the applicant will be 

responsible for any environmental cleanup. 

 

Mr. Wise stated two years ago when Oasis was still in operation they had more than 50 vehicles 

in a two hour timeframe pull into their business.  The racers will be entering the site off of 146
th

 

Avenue and that was done to prevent traffic back up. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Bauer, Field, 

Dunaway, Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

The public hearing closed at 8:43 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Dunaway stated he does have some concern regarding the traffic with Legacy 

Christian Academy coming and school activities being on Friday nights. 

 

Mr. Janzen stated the race dates are after school ends and before it starts in the fall again. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field to recommend that City 

Council adopt the resolution adopting findings of fact favorable to the applicant relating to the 

request for an Interim Use Permit to allow for commercial outdoor recreation for the operation of 

a Go-Cart Track. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, 

Bauer, Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Vice Chairperson Van Scoy to recommend that 

City Council approve the Interim Use Permit based on findings of fact; contingent upon 

compliance with the City Staff Review Letter dated April 28, 2011 and combining condition #2 

and #22. 

 

Further Discussion 

 

Commissioners discussed the IUP terms and a friendly amendment was made and accepted. 
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Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Vice Chairperson Van Scoy to recommend that 

City Council approve the Interim Use Permit based on findings of fact; contingent upon 

compliance with the City Staff Review Letter dated April 28, 2011 with the following changes to 

conditions: #2 “These IUP uses are for a five year term commencing on the date of approval of 

this permit or including termination of the IUP in the event the Subject Property is needed for 

another public purpose including, but not limited to, the construction of Armstrong Boulevard.  

This IUP is defined in Section 117-52 of City Code.  City Staff will monitor the events for any 

problems related to traffic, crowd control, noise, and other issues related to public safety”.  #3 

“The PERMITTEE may operate no more than twice per week and no race shall commence after 

10:00 p.m.”  #22 “That the IUP shall abide by all lease terms between the PERMITTEE and the 

City”. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Bauer, Brauer, 

Dunaway, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

Case #5: Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-349 (Accessory Uses and 

Buildings) 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the public hearing to order at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Discussion ensued regarding two-story accessory structures and when a conditional use permit 

should remain a requirement to allow for them. 

 

Mr. St Hilaire, 7335 Alpine Drive, stated he has a land locked parcel and would like some 

resolution to this situation. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated these are two separate issues, he was familiar with the situation; 

however what is being reviewed and discussed today has nothing to do with land locked parcels.  

He continued that the City has offered various solutions to both parties and their attorneys and 

this is not something that is going to be resolved tonight. 

 

Norman Archer, 15410 Jackel Street, stated he built a two-story structure eleven years ago and a 

storm came through and now it needs to be replaced.  The ordinance in place now does not allow 

for him to rebuild the structure at the current height.  He stated that he has been waiting for this 

ordinance to be brought forward so he could rebuild. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill described the process of the ordinance to this point. 
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Vice Chairperson Van Scoy thanked Mr. Archer for working with Staff and following the 

guidelines of city code, as not everyone does.  He asked Mr. Archer if the changes that are being 

reviewed were favorable to him.  Mr. Archer said they were. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Brauer, 

Bauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

The public hearing closed at 9:41 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Schiller suggested that attached garages be excluded from the total number of 

accessory structures allowed. 

 

Commissioners continued discussing the two story accessory structure requirements. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field to recommend that the 

City Council adopt the ordinance to amend City Code Section 117-349 (Accessory uses and 

buildings) with the following amendments to the draft ordinance: clarifying two story in different 

areas, checking that the intent of the language is captured in the footnotes, and excluding attach 

garages rather than primary garages. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, 

Bauer, Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

Planning Commission recessed at 9:57 p.m. and returned at 10:02 p.m. 

 

Case #6: Recommend Planning Services Consultants for Interview with the City 

Council 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Commissioner Brauer questioned that Farr & Associates were one of the applicants, however, not 

one of the five. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated their location and travel expense were considered in the decision.  

There will be occasions the consultant will need to attend meetings and the cost was factored into 

their response.   

 



Planning Commission/May 5, 2011 

Page 12 of 13 

Commissioner Brauer asked if the Commission could pass on to council that it give staff the 

flexibility to call on Farr’s expertise if and when needed, especially if the City goes to form based 

codes. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated if that is the direction or recommendation of the Planning 

Commission Staff will pass that along, however, we have to look at budget constraints and make 

sure we can handle both. 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated that as they looked at these 

companies they looked at the principals and who they are assigning to do the work.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the proposals for planning services. 

 

The Planning Commission recommends that Staff and Council make the decision regarding the 

firms with the flexibility to call on Farr & Associates as a potential resource for special projects. 

 

Case #7: Update on Legislation Related to Variance Authority 

 

The Update on Legislation Related to Variance Authority was noted. 

 

Case #8: Review Upcoming Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

 

The Review on Upcoming Comprehensive Plan Amendments was noted. 

 

Case #9: Staff Update 

 

The Staff Update was noted. 

 

Case #10: Zoning Bulletin 

 

The Zoning Bulletin was noted. 

 

Case #11: Upcoming Training Opportunities 

 

Upcoming Training Opportunities was noted. 

 

Case #12: APA MN Newsletter 

 

The APA MN Newsletter was noted. 

 

OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to adjourn the 

meeting. 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Bauer, 

Brauer, Field, and Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine. 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 10:26 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 
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 PLANNING COMMISSION 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a special meeting on Thursday, May 19, 2011, at 

the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Vice Chairperson Gary Van Scoy 

    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 

    Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Robert Schiller 

 

Members Absent:  Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

 

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

    Economic Development/Marketing Manager Aaron Backman 

    Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

There was none. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Schiller, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer and Brauer. 

 

APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

There were none. 

 

NOTE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

1)  There were none. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Public Hearing – Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Exceed Sign Size 

Restrictions at 7231 Sunwood Dr. NW; Case of Allina Medical Clinic. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy called the public hearing to order at 6:01 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

There was none. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Vice Chair Van Scoy, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, and 

Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer and Brauer. 

 

The public hearing closed at 6:06 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Vice Chairperson VanScoy asked if the Applicant was willing to reduce the size of the logo on 

the monument sign. 

 

Kristian Thonvold of Allina Hospitals and Clinics stated Allina would be open to the request, but 

would need additional information. 

 

Vice Chairperson VanScoy inquired if the wall to serve as the monument sign has already been 

constructed. 

 

Mr. Thonvold confirmed in the affirmative. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the proposed locations of the 

signs. 

 

Commissioner Schiller stated he was in favor of the request as presented by the Applicant. 

 

Commissioner Field reviewed the intent of the monument sign to attract attention to the entrance 

of the parking lot. 
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Mr. Thonvold confirmed and reviewed the location of the signs and stated that the proposed 

signs have the highest visibility facing west. 

 

Brian Elsesser of Designer Sign Systems stated a larger logo is desired for visibility purposes. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding current sign regulations and how square footage is calculated. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the upcoming potential amendments to the City’s sign code and 

the City’s desire for more flexibility.  Senior Planner Gladhill stated this request appears to 

generally be in line with those discussions, especially in terms of construction specifications of 

the proposed lettering. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding proposed sign size as well as current procedures and regulations 

related to sign review. 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman clarified that no sign is being proposed 

along Ramsey Boulevard. 

 

Vice Chairperson Van Scoy stated he desired the logo height on the monument sign to be 

lowered. 

 

Commissioner Schiller stated he believed that the logo would not stand out enough if the height 

was lowered. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding locations of signs and visibility from Ramsey Boulevard. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the original conceptual drawings that were part of the site plan 

review which showed lettering on the glass façade facing Ramsey Boulevard.  Senior Planner 

Gladhill stated it was his understanding that lettering on the glass façade did not provide enough 

contrast to give adequate visibility of the letters, so the Applicant amended the sign plan as 

shown today. 

 

Mr. Thonvold stated that they would be willing to reduce the logo height to 30 inches. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to recommend City 

Council approve the resolution adopting findings of fact favorable relating to Allina Medical 

Clinic’s request for a conditional use permit to exceed sign size restrictions established in City 

Code, and reducing the logo height on the monument sign to 30 inches.. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, and 

Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer and Brauer. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to recommend City 

Council approve the issuance of a conditional use permit based on findings of fact relating to 

Allina Medical Clinic’s request and adopt the resolution declaring the terms and reducing the 

height of the monument sign logo to 30 inches. 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissions Dunaway, Field, and 

Schiller.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer and Bauer. 

 

OTHER COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Vice Chairperson Van Scoy, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, and 

Schiller.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer and Brauer. 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 
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Meeting Date: 06/02/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Title:

Public Hearing - Consider Amendment to Chapter 117 of City Code Relating to Required Depth of Topsoil; Case of

City of Ramsey

Background:

In January of 2010, City Council adopted Ordinance #10-01 amending the definition of topsoil to ensure material

was available that could meet the City's specification.  The City Council directed Staff to bring forth an ordinance

that would increase the required depth of topsoil from four (4) inches to six (6) inches, due to the more

lenient definition of topsoil, which was adopted in April of 2010 (Ordinance #10-04).

Notification:

In accordance with Minnesota Statute §15.99, the City properly advertised the Public Hearing in the Anoka Union,

the official City newspaper.

Observations:

One of City Council's strategic goals for 2011 is to review the costs of developing within the City.  One topic that

several builders called attention to is topsoil.  While builders typically understand the purpose of the requirement,

they have stated that Ramsey's topsoil requirement is more stringent than surrounding communities and it is

difficult to justify the additional cost when they can offer their same housing product in other communities at a

lesser cost.  Reducing the required depth of topsoil back to four (4) inches, as it was when the topsoil requirement

was established in 2009, could result in and estimated $1,500 savings per lot for builders while still providing

improved moisture retention capabilities.  This information was presented to the Public Works Committee in April

and their recommendation, which was subsequently ratified by City Council, was to amend the required depth of

topsoil to four (4) inches and leave all other aspects, such as trigger mechanisms and the specification itself, as is.

Funding Source:

Amendments to Chapter 117 are processed as part of regular Staff duties.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends forwarding the proposed ordinance to City Council for adoption.

Committee Action:

Motion to recommend that the City Council adopt Ordinance #11-__ amending the required depth of topsoil

from six (6) to four (4) inches.

Attachments

Public Works Committee Meeting Minutes Dated April 19, 2011

Proposed Ordinance Showing Revisions

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 05/25/2011 10:21 AM

Aaron Backman Aaron Backman 05/25/2011 08:13 PM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 05/24/2011 10:23 AM

Final Approval Date: 05/25/2011 





Public Works Committee / April 19, 2011 

Page 5 of 6 

Councilmember Elvig stated as a resident that shares this easement, he was shocked to see the 
size of the project and the lack of uniformity.  He understood from the City Attorney that he was 
the sole owner of the top of the land.  He explained he wanted to put a dock on the top of the 
rock, and that cannot happen now.  This has severed access along any easement he owns.   
 
Chairperson McGlone clarified the City intends to change the structure as it is now. 
 
City Engineer Himmer replied the City does intend to make changes that include this 
Committee’s and the Council’s direction.  This will be a separate case on the Council agenda, 

and the City Attorney will be present to aid in the discussion.  He added the contractor performed 
the work they were asked to do, and any changes would be paid by the City. 
 

Case #5: Consider Amendments to the City's Topsoil Ordinance 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Chairperson McGlone, to recommend that the 
Public Works Committee table this item to call the City Council Work Session to order. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson McGlone and Councilmembers Elvig and Tossey.  
Voting No: None. 
 
The Public Works Committee meeting recessed at 7:06 p.m. and reconvened at 7:16 p.m. 
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.  He added that Staff did attempt to determine 
the potential cost savings on a typical family home between the current standard and without, 
however the numbers were inconclusive. 
  
Motion by Chairperson McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to recommend that the 
City Council amend the topsoil ordinance in City Code to reduce the thickness requirement from 
6 inches to 4 inches.   
 
Discussion:  Councilmember Tossey expressed concern in how readily available the topsoil 
compound is and how expensive it is.  City Engineer Himmer explained it is a MNDOT 
specification now.  The City gives reminders of its ordinance to all the contractors.  It is more 
expensive.  The builders have mentioned it is $1,500 more per lot.  It is readily available.  
Chairperson McGlone noted every state highway project uses this topsoil compound.  He also 
noted that the soil Ramsey has is unable to hold water so this kind of compound is necessary.  
Public Works Director Olson stated this is a good compromise to help hold the water, and for the 
builders that have already graded their lots.  This is a good step in finding another management 
tool to decrease water consumption and decrease the demand on the system. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson McGlone and Councilmembers Elvig and Tossey.  
Voting No: None. 
 

COMMITTEE INPUT 

 



 

ORDINANCE #11-XX 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

AN AMEMDMENT TO CHAPTER 117 OF THE RAMSEY CITY CODE, WHICH 

CHAPTER IS KNOWN AS THE ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS CHAPTER OF THE 

RAMSEY, MINNESOTA, CITY CODE. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 117-114 (B-1 GENERAL BUSINESS 

DISTRICT), 117-115 (B-2 HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT), 117-116 (E-2 

EMPLOYMENT DISTRICT), 117-117 (E-1 EMPLOYMENT DISTRICT), 117-120 (H-1 

HIGHWAY 10 BUSINESS DISTRICT), 117-121 (B-3 BUSINESS DISTRICT), 117-348 

(NEWLY ERECTED BUILDINGS; LOT GRADE ELEVATIONS), 117-614 

(SUBDIVISION DESIGN STANDARDS), AND 117-615 (CONSTRUCTION OF 

IMPROVEMENTS).  

The City of Ramsey ordains: 

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY 
 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of the City Charter of the City of 

Ramsey. 

 

SECTION 2.   AMENDMENTS 

 

Section 117-114 (e) (14) b. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

b. Topsoil.  All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 

excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with six (6) inchesfour 

(4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced 

in section 117-348. 

 

Section 117-115 (e) (16) b. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

b. Topsoil.  All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 

excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with six (6) inchesfour 

(4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced 

in section 117-348. 

 

Section 117-116 (e) (3) b. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

b. Topsoil.  All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 

excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with six (6) inchesfour 



(4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced 

in section 117-348. 

 

Section 117-117 (e) (3) b. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

b. Topsoil.  All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 

excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with six (6) inchesfour 

(4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced 

in section 117-348. 

 

Section 117-120 (e) (14) b. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

b. Topsoil.  All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 

excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with six (6) inchesfour 

(4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced 

in section 117-348. 

 

Section 117-121 (g) (2) f. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

f. Landscaping. The master plan shall include a landscape plan for the entire development 

site. Landscaping shall be integrated throughout the site and shall include a combination 

of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers (planting beds and raised planters), 

ground cover, and other landscaping elements. The required number of plantings will be 

site specific and will be determined largely by the total pervious area of a site. 

Landscaping should be used to soften and shade parking areas, line sidewalks and streets, 

accent building entrances, and break up large building facades. Plant selection should 

focus on functionality and take into account characteristics such as tolerance of soil 

compaction, poor drainage, and deicing salts. All landscaping shall be over at least six (6) 

inchesfour (4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as 

referenced in section 117-348, and all landscaped areas shall include underground 

irrigation systems.  

 

Section 117-348 (h) (1) & (2) are hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

(1) Mass grading activities of the overall development of a site may utilize on-site stripped 

topsoil at a minimum thickness of six (6) inchesfour (4) inches. 

 

(2) Areas reserved for open space or dedicated parkland, except for natural areas that are left 

undisturbed, shall include a minimum of six (6) inchesfour (4) inches of topsoil, as 

defined in Section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348 (i) 

(1) b., over the entire area and reestablish the same with sod (or seed and/or native 

grasses and wildflowers, if approved by the city council). Noxious weeds do not 

constitute acceptable ground cover in any district. 

 

Section 117-348 (i) (1) is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 



(i) Lawn requirements/ground cover. All exposed ground areas, including boulevards and 

areas not devoted to off-street parking, driveways, sidewalks and/or trails, patios or other such 

improvements shall be landscaped with grass, shrubs, trees and/or other ornamental landscape 

materials within six (6) months of the date of issuance of the certificate of occupancy. Also refer 

to individual zoning districts for specific planting requirements.  

 

(1) Topsoil. In all zoning districts, a minimum of six (6) inchesfour (4) inches of topsoil, as 

defined in Section 117-1, shall be applied across all exposed ground areas to the edge of 

improved streets, sidewalks, driveways and other impervious surfaces, excluding natural 

areas that are left undisturbed, whenever a building permit is issued for the construction 

of a principal building.  

 

a. The depth of topsoil at the time of inspection shall be no less than six (6) inchesfour 

(4) inches. 

 

b. Alternatives to the import of topsoil, such as compost or other soil amendments 

known to improve soil water holding capacity may be permitted, but only with the 

prior approval of the city engineer.  

 

Section 117-614 (j) (10) a. is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

a. Provide finish grading and turf establishment for all park, playground, trail and public 

open spaces and provide landscape screening in accordance with City Policy. Except 

for natural areas that are left undisturbed and areas improved with buildings or 

paving, all areas reserved for dedicated parkland shall include at least six (6) 

inchesfour (4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an approved 

alternative as referenced in section 117-348.  

 

Section 117-615 (c) (8) is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

(8) Lot grading. All lots shall be graded in accordance with the final grading plan. In 

addition, erosion control measures shall be followed to eliminate erosion. Upon 

completion of the grading, at least six (6) inchesfour (4) inches of topsoil, as defined 

in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348, shall be 

applied to all exposed ground areas. And said areas shall be landscaped in accordance 

with the final landscape plan. 

 

Section 117-615 (c) (14) is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

(14) Boulevard sodding. This item shall be completed just prior to occupancy of the 

building. This item may be completed sooner provided the subdivider maintains the 

sod until the dwelling or structure is occupied. Boulevard sod shall be installed over 

at least six (6) inchesfour (4) inches of topsoil, as defined in section 117-1, or an 

approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348. 

 

 



SECTION 3. SUMMARY 

 

The following is the official summary of Ordinance #11-XX which has been approved by the 

City Council of the City of Ramsey as clearly informing the public of the intent and effect of the 

Ordinance. 

 

It is the intent and effect of Ordinance #11-XX to amend Ramsey, Minnesota City Code Sections 

117-114 (B-1 General Business District), 117-115 (B-2 Highway Business District), 117-116 (E-

2 Employment District), 117-117 (E-1 Employment District), 117-120 (H-1 Highway 10 

Business District), 117-121 (B-3 Business District), 117-348 (Newly erected buildings; lot grade 

elevations), 117-614 (Subdivision design standards), and 117-615 (Construction of 

improvements) to: 

 Reduce the required depth of topsoil from six (6) inches to four (4) inches on a lot 

whenever a building permit is issued for the construction of a principal structure, 

excluding those areas that will be improved with buildings, structures, parking and 

storage as well as natural areas that are left undisturbed. 

 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The effective date of this Ordinance is thirty (30) days after its passage and publication, subject 

to City Charter Section 5.07. 

 

 Adopted by the Ramsey City Council the XXX day of XXXXXX, 2011. 

 

 

             

     _____________________________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

Introduction Date:   

Posting Dates:  

Adoption Date:  

Publication Date:  

Effective Date:  
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Meeting Date: 06/02/2011  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Title:

Consider Amendment to Master Park and Trail Map

Background:

The City's Park and Recreation Commission is considering a revised Master Park and Trail Map.  This document is

important for future park and trail planning, especially as it relates to Park Dedication requirements for new

developments.  The Planning Commission is asked to make a recommendation as to the consistency of the proposed

Master Park and Trail Map and the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.

Notification:

None required.

Observations:

The Master Park and Trail Map provides additional detail, using the Future Land Use Map in the 2030

Comprehensive Plan as the base.  This is similar to the multiple zoning districts that provide additional detail to the

more generalize land use categories in the Comprehensive Plan.  The Planning Commission's task is to ensure that

the areas categorized as Park, Proposed Park, and Open Space are properly identified as PARK in the

Comprehensive Plan.

Staff, per direction of City Council, is in the process of reviewing all City-owned parcels and their current use.  As

a sub-set of that request, Staff is creating additional categories on the Master Park and Trail Map to illustrate the

type of park or open space the area is.  These proposed categories are: 

Park

Open Space

Proposed Park

Quasi-Public Park (Golf Course, Scout Camp, School)

Regional-State

Trail Corridor

Funding Source:

Review of the Master Park and Trail Plan is being handled as part of regular staff duties.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the Master Park and Trail Map

Committee Action:

Motion to recommend that the City Council adopt the revised Master Park and Trail Map.

Attachments

Proposed Map

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 05/23/2011 01:37 PM

Aaron Backman Aaron Backman 05/25/2011 04:34 PM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 05/23/2011 01:19 PM
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Attached is the monthly staff update.
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Memo  
 

DATE:  May 26, 2011 

 

TO:  Ramsey Planning Commission 

 

FROM: Community Development Staff 

 

RE:  Staff Update 

              

 

City Council Update.  The following is a brief summary of actions taken in May that may be of interest 

to the Planning Commission:  

 

Legacy Christian Academy.  Staff is pleased to announce that the group purchasing the property for the 

future Legacy Christian Academy campus has officially purchased the property as of May 20, 2011.  City 

Council approved revisions to the development contract, consistent with the recently approved ordinance 

related to financial sureties.  Staff is nearing completion of review of the Building Permit, with 

construction to commence in June. 

 

Planning Consultant Selection.  At the May 10
th
 City Council Work Session, three (3) consultants 

presented to City Council in response to the City’s RFP.  Consensus of the City Council was to take 

feedback given at the Work Session and recommend a consultant for selection.  City Staff is finalizing 

those details, with a recommendation available for the May 31 Regular City Council Meeting. 

 

Training Opportunities.  As a reminder, the following training opportunities are available.  Contact Senior 

Planner Gladhill for more information. 

 
League of Minnesota Cities 
LU501: Land Use Basics: Grasping the Ground Rules 

Web-based 

www.lmc.org/page/1/landuse.jsp  

  

  

American Planning Association (APA) Minnesota Chapter Conference 
September 28-30 

St. Cloud, MN 

www.plannersconference.com 

 

Have a wonderful and safe Memorial Day Weekend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC:  06.02.2011 

 

http://www.lmc.org/page/1/landuse.jsp
http://www.plannersconference.com/
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Title:

Zoning Bulletins

Background:

Enclosed are zoning periodicals for your review.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Attachments

Zoning Bulletins

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 05/24/2011 10:23 AM

Aaron Backman Aaron Backman 05/24/2011 04:05 PM
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Final Approval Date: 05/24/2011 
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