
           

City of Ramsey

Agenda

Special Planning Commission

Thursday September 8, 2011

Immediately following the 7:00 pm Board of Adjustment Meeting

Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW
 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve the Following Planning Commission Meeting Minutes:

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated August 4, 2011
 

5. Note City Council Minutes
 

1. Note the Following City Council Meeting Minutes:

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, June 14, 2011

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, June 28, 2011

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, July 12, 2011

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, July 26, 2011
 

6. Public Hearing/Commission Business
 

1. Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business

District on the Property Located at 6701 Highway 10 NW; Case of Northern Light Church
 

2. Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Exceed Sign Size Restrictions at 7545 Veterans Drive NW

(formerly Civic Center Dr NW); Case of PSD, LLC.
 

3. Staff Update
 

4. Zoning Bulletins
 

7. Commission/Staff Input
 

8. Adjournment
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, August 4, 2011, at 

the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 

    Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Robert Schiller 

    Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 

 

Members Absent:  Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

  

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

 Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

    Management/Planning Intern Patrick Brama 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Levine called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to approve the 

agenda as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Dunaway, Field, 

and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.  

 

APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

Motion by Commissioner Field, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to approve the following 

minutes as presented: 

 

1)  Planning Commission public hearing and regular meeting minutes dated July 7, 2011. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Field, Van Scoy, Dunaway, 

and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Public Hearing – Proposed Amendment to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report describing the proposed amendments to the 

2030 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

The COR Master Plan 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated the change will affect 50 acres of the total of 322 of the COR. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy stated the change makes a nice transition from residential to retail. 

 

Planned Transportation System 

 

Chairperson Levine asked if the Variolite Street reconstruction would have an impact on any 

existing homes. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated the City is trying it’s best to minimize those impacts and 

unfortunately the City Engineer was unable to attend the meeting tonight, he had an emergency 

and does apologize that he is not present.  There may be impact to one or two housing units to 

make that connection, however he stated he does not have the answer. 

 

Future Land Use Map 

 

Mike Black, RLK Engineering, representing Hope Fellowship Church and their mortgage 

company, stated they request that the zoning remain the same and that the land use change back 

to what it was before the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  Hope Fellowship is no longer going to 

build a church campus on the site and is marketing the property. 

 

Wellhead Protection Plan 

 

Chairperson Levine asked what the issue of contamination is. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated there are no immediate hazards; this is aimed at preventing those 

hazards from occurring. 
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Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Dunaway, Field, 

and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing at 7:33 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy stated he prefers the original master plan for the COR; however he has 

seen a need for some big box anchors, and thinks this change is necessary. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated that even though there is more parking area, the design keeps the 

street scape and pedestrian connections to the original vision. 

 

Commissioner Schiller asked how the amendment to the Hope Fellowship parcel impacts the 

existing residential area to the west. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated there will be transitioning from residential and commercial, 

possibly a natural buffer created between the areas.  The official zoning is B-2 Highway Business 

currently. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the Future Land Use Map section of the Comprehensive Plan 

Amendment. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Schiller to recommend that the 

City Council approve the Comprehensive Plan Amendment, contingent upon flexibility in 

transportation section pertaining to the area west of the Legacy Christian Academy project as 

well as the desired alignment for the Highway 10 freeway conversion  

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Schiller, Field, 

and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   

 

Case #2: Public Hearing – Consider Ordinance to Amend Section 117-117 (E1 

Employment District) and Section 117-116 (E2 Employment District) 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:43 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Management Intern Brama presented the Staff Report. 

 

Citizen Input 
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Commissioner Field stated he thought a better fit would be the Commercial district; this would 

give permission to go to retail mode at any time. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated that this is set up as a conditional use so there would be additional 

controls and reasonable conditions can be placed on the conditional use permit.  This use is 

typically in the commercial district, however, he sees benefit for allowing retail activity related to 

the industrial use in the employment district that would provide some flexibility and allow users 

to have a fuel source close to their place of business. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy stated he has a concern allowing the retail use in the Employment 

District. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated that the Fire and Building Code will address the potential hazards 

and how to address them. 

 

Chairperson Levine stated that this is a good environmental work in the city and wants to make 

sure these alternative fuels are available, it is already regulated.  The city is trying to be a green 

city and make accessible the fuels to be used to be better citizens. 

 

Commissioner Schiller stated by offering the retail portion, you can limit how many dispensing 

stations are created for the business that are using this fuel. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy asked what type of storage it will be, external or underground. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated most will be above ground, however, there is a potential some will 

be buried as well.  It will be up to the individual users to make sure proper mitigation is in place.  

This is not opening up a gas station, only compassed natural gas, a very specific specialized 

fueling station. 

 

Commissioner Field asked how the public would distinguish between the two, does it actually 

have a different presence. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated proper signage would be in place.  He does not envision these 

being on the corners of the major thoroughfares.  There would not be as much passer by traffic; 

people would be going there for a purpose.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Field, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Field, Dunaway, Schiller, 

and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Dunaway stated his concern of the language in the ordinance that seems to allow 

for other alternative fuels that have not been tested as the compressed natural gas has.   
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Management/Planning Intern Brama stated this is a conditional use in the district, and each case 

would be brought before the Planning Commission and City Council for approval. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy stated that the expense invested into dispensing and utilization in the 

vehicles has got to be relatively expensive.  It would probably be for commercial type situation, 

and the volume would be far less than a gas station. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Schiller to recommend City 

Council adopt the ordinance related to retail sales of compressed natural gas fuel stations. 

 

Further Discussion 

 

Commissioner Field stated the motion does say compressed natural gas and no other alternative 

automotive fuels. 

 

Motion amended by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Schiller to 

recommend City Council adopt the ordinance related to retail sales of compressed natural gas 

fuel and other alternative fuel stations. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Schiller, Field, 

and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   

 

Case #3: Site Plan Review for Ramsey Commuter Rail Station 

 

Presentation 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the Staff Report. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Chairperson Levine asked if the station is similar to the Coon Rapids station. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated it is similar with the enclosed 

pedestrian crossing over the tracks to get to the platforms. 

 

Commissioner Dunaway asked with the substantial costs involved if other alternative types of 

stations were considered.  Fridley station has an underground tunnel to the platform, would that 

type of station save any costs. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated that the water table is too high for an underground tunnel and the 

same grade crossing as in Anoka is not safe for this site. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy asked if there was access off of Highway 10. 

 



Planning Commission/August 4, 2011 

Page 6 of 7 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated south of the BNSF right away 

there is an emergency egress area for safety concerns.  There is not direct access to the platform; 

all passengers will be entering from the municipal parking ramp. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy asked if the City anticipates filling up the parking ramp, because there 

is a development going in that will be utilizing the ramp as well. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated Residence at the COR will utilize approximately 270 spaces.  The 

grant funding of the ramp extension does require dedicated parking spaces reserved for the rail 

station.  Calculations have been done and there will be adequate parking for all of the uses; the 

Residence at the COR, rail station, shared uses within the immediate area and the municipal 

center. 

 

Commissioner Field stated he saw a pedestrian walk way over Highway 10, and asked if that 

would allow access to the platform. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the pedestrian walkway connects 

the two staircases along the north and south side of the tracks. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill added that there are future plans of a pedestrian walkway over Highway 

10; however that is not part of this project.  There will not be parking on the south side of 

Highway 10; however it will provide residences south of Highway 10 another mode of 

transportation to get across Highway 10 to get to this rail station. 

 

Commissioners discussed the irrigation of the landscaping and its importance to the 

representation of the city. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Field to recommend that City 

Council approve the site plan for the Ramsey Northstar Commuter Rail Station contingent upon 

compliance with the City Staff Review Letter dated July 29, 2011. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Field, Dunaway, 

and Schiller.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   

 

Case #4: Discussion of Duties Assigned to the Planning Commission and board of 

Adjustment 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Field asked what is it in the state statute that allows us to do this and why has it 

not been done before. 
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Senior Planner Gladhill replied it has not been done before because of the quasi-judicial versus 

advisory functions and making a clear delineation of the two and we now have a better 

mechanism to do that.  In State Statute Chapter 462.354 talks about identifying Planning 

Commission and Board of Adjustment authority, stating that the City Council can act as or 

delegate to another board or add a separate board. 

 

Commissioner Dunaway stated that Board of Adjustment Chairperson Van Scoy did a very good 

job at chairing the Board of Adjustment.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Schiller to direct staff to 

prepare an ordinance to institute the proposed changes to the duties of the Planning Commission 

and Board of Adjustment. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Schiller, Field, 

Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   

 

Case #3: Staff Update 

 

The Staff Update was noted. 

 

Case #4: Zoning Bulletins 

 

The Zoning Bulletins were noted. 

 

COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Field, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Field, Schiller, 

Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioners Bauer and Brauer.   

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 



   

Special Planning Commission   5. 1.           

Meeting Date: 09/08/2011  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Title:

Note the Following City Council Meeting Minutes:

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, June 14, 2011

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, June 28, 2011

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, July 12, 2011

City Council Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Background:

N/A

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Attachments

06.14.11

06.28.11

07.12.11

07.26.11

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 08/30/2011 02:34 PM

Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 08/30/2011 01:51 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/30/2011 



 

City Council / June 14, 2011 

Page 1 of 11 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER   ........................................................................................................... 2 

2. PRESENTATION   ........................................................................................................... 2 

3. CITIZEN INPUT   ........................................................................................................... 4 

4. APPROVE AGENDA   ........................................................................................................... 4 

5. CONSENT AGENDA   ........................................................................................................... 5 

6. PUBLIC HEARING   ........................................................................................................... 6 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS   ........................................................................................................... 6 

7.01: Request for Selection of a Towing Vendor for the City of Ramsey  .......................... 6 

7.02: Consider Receiving Petition for Feasibility Study to Install Subdivision Street Lights 

on Sunfish Lake Boulevard between Highway #10 and Bunker Lake Boulevard  .................... 6 

7.03:  Consider Revised Full-Service Restaurant Subsidy Policy  ...................................... 7 

7.04: Consider Approval of Environmental Policy Board Work Plan  ................................ 8 

7.06: Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-349 (Accessory Uses and 

Buildings)  ................................................................................................................................... 9 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT  ......................................................................... 10 

9. ADJOURNMENT   ......................................................................................................... 11 

 



 

City Council / June 14, 2011 

Page 2 of 11 

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 14, 2011, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: None – Council Vacancy 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson 

   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Public Works Director Brian Olson 

   Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 

   City Engineer Tim Himmer 

   Police Chief James Way 

   Parks Supervisor Mark Riverblood 

   Finance Officer Diana Lund 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

   Economic Development/Marketing Manager Aaron Backman 

   Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by City employee Len Linton and his sons. 

2. PRESENTATION 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ramsey Civil Engineer II Len Linton and two of his sons.  

It was noted that Mr. Linton and all five of his sons, Jeff, Jason, Jeremy, Jacob and Jared, have 

earned the highest honor of Eagle Scout. 

Patrol Officer Kyle Hemmerich was administered the oath of office by City Attorney Goodrich. 

Aaron Nielson of Malloy, Montague, Karnowski, Radosevich & Company, the City's auditing 

firm, presented the City's 2010 Audit Report. 
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Councilmember Backous said the Council discussed this report during its Work Session and 

complimented the firm on a very thorough audit.   

 

City Administrator Ulrich commended staff for their work during the audit, especially Finance 

Officer Diana Lund and staffmember Denelle McAlpine. 

 

Finance Officer Lund stated Ms. McAlpine took a major portion of audit and CAFR this year, 

adding they will be receiving certification of financial reporting for the 17th year in a row. 

 

Mayor Ramsey asked staff to read a statement in response to a recent literature piece being 

distributed regarding The COR.   

 

Deputy City Administrator Nelson read a statement regarding The COR, the development team, 

and The Residences at the COR.  She said the statement is an effort to clarify the HRA’s role and 

outline facts, including history and price, with regard to Landform Developmental Services.   

 

Eric Hauge, 6521 - 154th Lane NW, expressed his concerns regarding a lack of shops or 

restaurants in Ramsey and the proposed Flaherty and Collins financing package.  He said the 

HRA didn't bond because they spent down reserves, adding the purchase price was too much.  

Mr. Hauge expressed concerns about Cronk and McGreavy’s fiduciary duty and disclosure of 

subordinates of Landform, including Senator Jungbauer.   

 

Margaret Connelly, 16235 Camelot Street NW, expressed her concerns as well.  She asked if the 

City plans on adding to the parking ramp.   

 

Mayor Ramsey stated that topic has been scheduled for the next meeting agenda. 

 

Ms. Connelly expressed concern about first rights and suggested waiting for the economy to 

return.   

 

Mayor Ramsey said the City is trying to finish development of The COR so a developer is 

interested in purchasing it. 

 

Ms. Connelly stated she is concerned about the amount of money being invested and asked for 

more information on the proposals.  She asked that Work Sessions be televised and encouraged 

the Council to get input from residents.   

 

Mayor Ramsey encouraged her to attend his regular Town Hall meetings on the third Thursday 

of each month.  He said the City has been working very hard on The COR and keeping residents 

involved.  Mayor Ramsey said the majority of citizens are satisfied with the progress but 

encouraged people to call for more information and not listen to misinformation.   

 

Councilmember Backous said the literature circulated included a lot of misinformation that only 

hurts the City and taxpayers by deteriorating this investment.  He encouraged anyone who has 

proof of any accusations to bring it forward to the County Attorney.  Councilmember Backous 

stated the City works very hard to share information with residents through all available avenues, 
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including the webpage, FaceBook, Twitter, televised HRA meetings, and being available.  He 

encouraged people to contact the Council and become involved. 

 

Mayor Ramsey clarified that Mr. Cronk is not an employee of Landform.  He is a real estate 

agent, is not involved in any negotiations with a relationship with Flaherty, and is receiving no 

compensation on any transactions. 

 

Councilmember Wise said there has been an enormous amount of staff time wasted on these 

accusations, including Council.  He said the amount of information is overwhelming and it 

would be impossible to inform everyone of every step in the process.  Councilmember Wise said 

it is fine to oppose the plans but asked people to become educated on the process.   

 

Councilmember Tossey said he has not seen improprieties with the process and believes this and 

prior Councils’ intentions have always been in the right place.  He encouraged the public to state 

if they don’t agree with something, adding the topic of how much money will be spent is a valid 

concern.   

 

Councilmember Backous said if he thought anything was illegal he would have addressed it 

before this letter.  He agreed with Councilmember Tossey about all wanting the same thing.  He 

said the City did the right thing in repackaging and rebranding The COR to clear the way for 

development, and he is proud of where we are at. 

 

Councilmember McGlone said adversity is an opportunity and this has resulted in people asking 

questions and getting the real facts. 

 

Councilmember Backous stated The COR is separate from the Ramsey Town Center and we 

need to move towards the future. 

 

2.01 Bio of Len Linton and Sons 

 

City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the biographies. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Citizen Input was received under Item 2. 

4. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Tossey, Backous, 

McGlone, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
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5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Councilmember Wise stated he will be abstaining from Consent Agenda Item 5.10 and asked 

that it be moved to Item 7.07. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to approve the 

following remaining items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

5.01 Receive Cash & Investments for Period Ending May 31, 2011  

5.02 Receive April 2011 Financial Reports - General Fund and Enterprise Funds   

5.03 Receive 2010 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR)   

5.04 Note the following Commission and Boards meeting minutes: 

a) Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes dated May 3, 2011 

b) Planning Commission meeting minutes dated May 5, 2011 

c)  Economic Development Authority meeting minutes dated May 12, 2011 

d) Special Planning Commission meeting minutes dated May 19, 2011  

5.05 Introduce Ordinance to Amend to Chapter 117 of City Code Relating to Required Depth 

of Topsoil; Case of City of Ramsey 

5.06 Approval of Business Subsidy Agreement with Ramsey Retail Rental for SAC/WAC 

Assistance 

5.07 Consider Registered Land Survey Related to Bunker Lake Boulevard Project  

5.08 Consider Ordering City Improvement Projects #11-01 through 11-06; 2011 Street 

Maintenance Program 

5.09 Accept Plans and Specifications, and Authorization to Bid City Improvement Project 

#10-25; Chameleon Street Paving   

5.10 Approve Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor, Off-Sale 3.2% Liquor, On-Sale Intoxicating 

Liquor, Beer, Sunday Sales, and Optional 2:00 a.m. Closing  Moved to Item 7.07. 

5.11 Adopt Resolution #11-06-108 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received during the Period of May 26, 2011 

through June 8, 2011 

5.12 Adopt Resolution #11-06-109 Supporting the Concept of Cooperation and Collaboration 

to Promoting Greater Efficiency in the Use of Public Resources  

5.13 Adopt Resolution #11-06-110 in Support of 2011 State Bond Funding for the Repair and 

Renovation of the Coon Rapids Dam as an Invasive Fish Barrier  

5.14 Authorize Resolution #11-06-111 Resolution Establishing Procedures Relating to 

Compliance with Reimbursement Bond Regulations Under the Internal Revenue Code 

5.15 Report from the Finance Committee of May 31, 2011 

 1) Consider Collection Procedure for Delinquent Escrow Accounts – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Finance Committee to draft an escrow policy with the 

terms as outlined for future Council consideration 

 2) City Financial Dashboard – Ratify the recommendation of the Finance Committee 

and to update the financial dashboard with additional information related to the 

cash flow section and to place it on the City’s web site 

5.16 Report from the Personnel Committee meeting held on May 31, 2011 
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1) Consider a Resolution to Consider Authorizing Staff to Recruit and Hire a 

Temporary IT Intern – Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Committee 

and adopt Resolution 11-06-112 to Recruit and Hire a Temporary IT Intern 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, McGlone, Backous, 

Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Request for Selection of a Towing Vendor for the City of Ramsey 

 

Police Chief Way reviewed the staff report, adding this item had been reviewed at the earlier 

work session. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said bids reviewed during the Work Session were very close between Champlin 

Towing and First Choice.  He said Champlin Towing did a good job last year, but the Council 

had some questions regarding First Choice's impound lot and storage.  He said if First Choice 

had clarified these unknowns it would have made their bid more attractive. 

 

Councilmember Wise said he was concerned about First Choice being a home occupation instead 

of being located in a commercial area. 

 

Scott Grams, First Choice, 1645 Nowthen Boulevard, stated they are very close to an agreement 

for a commercial lot in Ramsey which would address the impound lot and storage.  He said of 

the four bids received he is the only Ramsey resident, adding that 50% of his staff are citizens as 

well.   

 

Councilmember Tossey commended Mr. Grams for hiring Ramsey citizens but said the City is 

prohibited to take that into consideration.  He said that while they try to hire Ramsey residents 

the bidder still has to be the lowest qualified.  He encouraged Mr. Grams rebid again in future.   

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Elvig to select Champlin Towing 

for a two-year contract. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

 

7.02: Consider Receiving Petition for Feasibility Study to Install Subdivision Street Lights 

on Sunfish Lake Boulevard between Highway #10 and Bunker Lake Boulevard 

 

Public Works Director Olson reviewed the staff report. 

 

http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=748&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2634&nseq=808&nrev=0&pseq=&prev=
http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=808&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2673&nseq=806&nrev=0&pseq=748&prev=0
http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=808&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2673&nseq=806&nrev=0&pseq=748&prev=0
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City Attorney Goodrich advised the petition was not properly signed by the fee owners, which is 

a technicality, but there was also not 35% on the petition.  He said in order to approve a project, 

the Council must approve on a 4/5 vote.  He explained this petition doesn't qualify for 35% but 

does acknowledge that residents want the project and suggested staff conduct a feasibility study.   

 

City Engineer Himmer shared a map from D&G Properties, noting signatures were for both 

properties.  He said the residents want a subdivision street light and would pay for it. 

 

Councilmember McGlone asked if Council could approve the request conditioned upon staff 

receiving a proper petition.   

 

City Attorney Goodrich suggested adopting the proposed resolution asking for a proper petition, 

although it is not essential because they could have a majority vote instead of 4/5 vote without a 

petition. 

 

Councilmember Elvig asked if there is a need for lighting.   

 

City Engineer Himmer said they would meet with Connexus about costs and likelihood of future 

road construction first, adding the residents will probably want more lights at the building 

façades.  He said staff will get clarification from them first.   

 

Councilmember Elvig suggested rejecting the petition but then follow up with a plan for the 

residents on how this can be accomplished. 

 

Councilmember Wise left the dais at 8:04 p.m. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, declaring insufficient 

signatures on a petition for a public improvement consistent of street lighting along a part of 

Sunfish Lake Boulevard. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig Backous, McGlone, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Wise. 

 

Councilmember Wise returned to the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

7.03:  Consider Revised Full-Service Restaurant Subsidy Policy 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to accept the revised 

policy by the EDA. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 

and Tossey.  Voting No: None.   

 

http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=806&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2671&nseq=791&nrev=0&pseq=808&prev=0
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Councilmember Elvig said this policy is both good and bad but is willing to consider it when it 

fits.  He stated it will push a lot of energy into the marketplace.  Councilmember Elvig noted 

there are two restaurants in the City that were not here before, and the two-year sunset will be 

critical.  He asked how this subsidy will be marketed. 

 

Councilmember Backous stated this is a good problem to have and that is how it should be 

marketed. 

 

Councilmember McGlone said marketing should include the understanding of subject to funds 

availability, which is a sales tool.  

7.04: Consider Approval of Environmental Policy Board Work Plan 

 

Councilmember Elvig left the dais at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution 

#11-06-113 approving the Environmental Policy Board’s annual work plan. 

 

Further discussion:  Mayor Ramsey stated this is a good plan and thanked the Boards and 

Commissions for sharing their advice and assistance. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig. 

 

Councilmember Elvig returned at 8:14 p.m. 

 

7.05: Adopt Ordinance to Amend Section 117-90 "Map" of Chapter 117 of the Ramsey 

City Code Related to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to waive the Charter 

requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #11-07 to amend Section 117-90 

"Map" of Chapter 117 of the Ramsey City Code related to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 

 

Councilmember Tossey aye 

Councilmember Backous aye 

Councilmember Wise  aye 

Councilmember McGlone  aye 

Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=791&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2653&nseq=767&nrev=0&pseq=806&prev=0
http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=767&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2626&nseq=768&nrev=0&pseq=791&prev=0
http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=767&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2626&nseq=768&nrev=0&pseq=791&prev=0
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Motion carried.   

7.06: Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-349 (Accessory Uses and 

Buildings) 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to waive the Charter 

requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #11-08 Amending Section 117-349 

(Accessory Uses and Buildings) of the Ramsey City Code. 

Further discussion:  Councilmember McGlone asked staff to clarify rural development 

requirements and the MUSA.  He stated this new ordinance is less restrictive and more beneficial 

to those who want to store more items.  Senior Planner Gladhill explained this ordinance would 

allow for more square footage of storage, allow more administrative privileges, and add more 

character.  Councilmember McGlone asked if this ordinance will allow more space for hobby 

items.  Senior Planner Gladhill said this would allow processing as a conditional use permit so 

overages will be processed better and allow additional storage.  Councilmember Elvig said when 

the City abates a property for clutter this will allow for a property owner to store their items.  He 

said this is a good response to that concern and will allow new building materials and other 

options for making the area architecturally expressive.  Mayor Ramsey said Council used to 

approve every conditional use permit so this action will help streamline that process.  

Councilmember Elvig clarified this does not apply to small businesses, which will still require a 

license. 

A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 

 

Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Wise  aye 

Councilmember Backous aye 

Councilmember Tossey aye  

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Ramsey noted the ordinance will take effect in 30 days. 

 

7.07: Approve Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor, Off-Sale 3.2% Liquor, On-Sale Intoxicating 

Liquor, Beer, Sunday Sales, and Optional 2:00 a.m. Closing   

 

City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report. 

 

Mayor Ramsey clarified this item was removed from the Consent Agenda because 

Councilmember Wise is abstaining from the vote. 

  

http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=768&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2627&nseq=&nrev=&pseq=767&prev=0
http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=6&get_year=2011&dsp=agm&seq=768&rev=0&ag=181&ln=2627&nseq=&nrev=&pseq=767&prev=0


 

City Council / June 14, 2011 

Page 10 of 11 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to Approve Off-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor, Off-Sale 3.2% Liquor, On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor, Beer, Sunday Sales, 

and Optional 2:00 a.m. Closing. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Abstain:  Councilmember Wise. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

Meetings 

 

City Administrator Ulrich noted the Council recently held a joint meeting with Anoka and 

announced two upcoming meetings: 

1) Mayors Town Hall Meeting - Thursday, June 16 - 7:00 p.m. - Lake Itasca Room 

2)  Joint Meeting with Nowthen City Council - Thursday, June 23 - Lake Itasca Room 9. 

 

The Draw Park Events 

 

Deputy City Administrator Nelson announced the upcoming Music in the Park concert on 

Thursday, June 23, adding the Farmers Market will be returning on Thursdays. 

 

 

David Jeffrey Benefit Update 

 

Councilmember Backous said the benefit for former Councilmember Dave Jeffrey was a huge 

success with over 500 people attending and it raised a lot of money. 

 

Congrats to Boys Soccer Team 

 

Councilmember Elvig congratulated the U12 Boys Soccer Team on winning their division in 

Waterloo, Iowa.  He added Waterloo’s soccer fields were very nice and asked Council and staff 

to review the City’s facilities for possible improvements. 

 

Special Election 

 

Deputy City Administrator Nelson stated a special election for Ward 4 Councilmember will be 

held on Tuesday, August 16.  She stated candidate filing will be open from June 10 to June 24, 

and absentee voting will be available beginning July 15.   

 

Improvements 

 

Mayor Ramsey noted the former Holiday station has been demolished and the pylon sign will be 

rehabbed for The COR marquee. 
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9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Cathy Sorensen 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 28, 2011 at the Ramsey 
Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone  
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson 
   Public Works Director Brian Olson 
   Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 
   City Engineer Tim Himmer 
   City Attorney William Goodrich 
   Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 
   Human Resources Representative Colleen Lasher 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 
 
Mayor Ramsey noted that Council, staff, family, and friends had met prior to the Council 
meeting to honor former Councilmember David Jeffrey. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 

4. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated staff suggests adding Item 5.15 Resolution Recognizing 
Councilmember David Jeffrey for His Service to the City of Ramsey and Item 7.06 Consider 
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Change Order for City Project #10-07, 151st and 152nd Avenues and Fluorine Street, Soils and 
Turf Re-Establishment. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the agenda 
as amended. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the 
following items on the Consent Agenda: 
 
5.01    Approve the following licenses: 

Special Events Permit 
City of Ramsey Happy Days - 7550 Sunwood Drive NW - September 16 - 18 
Lord of Life Church, 14501 Nowthen Boulevard NW - Outdoor Services - 10:30 - 
amplified music - May 29 - September 4 

Motor Vehicle 
Auto Fitness and Service Center - 7029 Highway #10 NW 

5.02 Approve Special Event Permit for The Draw for 2011 
5.03 Approve Rental License - Savannah Oaks Senior Apartments  
5.04 Approve Lease Agreement for 6811 Hwy 10 by TMBC, LLC dba Crystal Pierz Marine  
5.05 Authorization to Purchase Wetland Banking Credits for City Improvement Project #11-

21; Armstrong and Bunker Lake Boulevard Intersection Signalization  
5.06 Adopt Resolution #11-06-114 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received during the Period of June 9, 2011 
through June 22, 2011  

 5.07 Adopt Resolution #11-06-115 Extending and Amending the Terms of an Interim Use 
Permit for Grading and Mining Purposes through December 31, 2011; Case of BNSF 
Railway Company  

 5.08 Adopt Resolution #11-06-116 Approving Minnesota Law, 2011, Chapter 112, Article 11, 
Section 16 (TIF District 14)  

5.09 Adopt Resolution #11-06-117 Appointing Councilmember Backous to Serve on the 
Public Works Committee  

5.10 Adopt Resolution #11-06-118 Appointing Councilmember Tossey to Serve as the 
Primary Council Representative to the Joint Law Enforcement Council  

5.11 Adopt Resolution #11-06-119 Appointing Representatives to the Connect Anoka County 
Broadband Governance Group  

5.12 Adopt Resolution #11-06-120 Amending the "Policy for Appointing Board and 
Commission Members"  

 5.13 Adopt Resolution #11-06-121 Renaming A Public Park within the COR  
 5.14 Adopt Resolution 11-06-122 Authorizing 3rd Partial Payment to Rum River Contracting 

for IP 10-07 Alpine Drive/Roanoke Street Improvements 
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5.15 Adopt Resolution #11-06-123 Recognizing Councilmember David Jeffrey for His 
Service to the City of Ramsey 

 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

None.  

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Adopt Ordinance to Amend to Chapter 117 of City Code Relating to Required 
Depth of Topsoil; Case of City of Ramsey 

 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated that when the six-inch topsoil depth standard was adopted, the City cast a 
burden on developments already graded by requesting that they remove two inches of topsoil.  
He said this outcome was never considered. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to waive the Charter 
requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #11-09 to amend Chapter 117 of 
City Code reducing the required depth of topsoil from six (6) to four (4) inches. 
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
 
Councilmember Backous aye 
Councilmember Elvig  aye 
Councilmember McGlone aye 
Councilmember Tossey aye 
Councilmember Wise  aye 
Mayor Ramsey  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

7.02: Consider a Resolution Approving the 2011-2012 LELS Sergeant’s Labor Contract 
 
Human Resources Representative Lasher reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated he will be opposing this resolution and contract because it will 
result in the only group receiving a raise as well as paid work out time, which is half of the full 
time equivalents. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to adopt Resolution 
#11-06-124 to approve the 2011-2012 LELS Sergeant's Labor Contract. 
 



 

City Council / June 28, 2011 
Page 5 of 9 

Further discussion:  Mayor Ramsey noted the raise would be for 2012, which has not yet been 
budgeted.  He stated that while this will open up discussions for other groups, others have gone 
to arbitration so this contract is in the best interest of the City.  Ms. Lasher stated the Patrol 
group would be negative for two percent as of January 1, 2012. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Backous, Elvig, and 
Wise.  Voting No: Councilmember McGlone. 

7.03: Appoint Alternate Council Representative to Economic Development Authority 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report. 
 
Mayor Ramsey nominated Councilmember Backous as the alternate Council representative to 
the Economic Development Commission. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to Resolution #11-06-125 
Appointing Councilmember Backous as Alternate Council Representative to the Economic 
Development Authority. 
 
Further discussion: None. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous, McGlone, 
and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.04: Consider Change Order for City Project #10-07; Alpine/Roanoke Street 
Improvements 

 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Elvig asked if the pedestrian ramps would be $7,000 on just this project.   
 
City Engineer Himmer said there would be 12-13 ramps or almost double, adding there was to be 
10 feet of curb removal but will now be 18 feet, as the ramps have to be full width across and 
maintained. 
 
Councilmember Elvig clarified the ramps will be $700 to $800 each.   
 
City Engineer Himmer stated that was correct. 
 
Councilmember Elvig inquired about funding.   
 
City Engineer Himmer stated funding would come from MSA funds for the pedestrian ramps, 
trails, and sod all being eligible except for 10% of the landscaping, which the City will get back 
at the end of the year.  
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Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the change 
order for trail extension and pedestrian ramp upgrades to current MnDOT standards, and 
consideration of potential turf establishment revisions. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Wise asked if the turf establishment will be more because of 
the North Fork location and asked if this is an unnecessary expense.  City Engineer Himmer said 
if this were to happen today the turf restoration would be included as good or better, adding that 
on Alpine Street work is not assessable so the City would likely get many questions of why we 
restored on one side and not the other.  He said seed is a good option and the City cannot 
attribute this to any certain property.  Councilmember McGlone said he is concerned about path 
elevations undulating above the curve making it harder to mow.  He asked if this sod is 
designated for some of those other areas, adding 400 yards seems to be a lot.  City Engineer 
Himmer explained that seed and blankets were included in the original contract with geo-mesh 
blanket to avoid gas mains, and the contractor followed the grade as best they could but likely 
erred on the side of boulevard snow storage.  Councilmember McGlone said he wanted to clarify 
this point for the residents to better understand this change and why the heights will vary.  Mayor 
Ramsey said it is appropriate to restore the yards, as they were very nice in this area.  
Councilmember Elvig noted Council has not set policy on how to do this but will do so through 
policy review over the next few weeks.  Councilmember Wise said he was pleased that this 
action is not precedent setting and will be up for review. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous, McGlone, 
and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.05: Consider Award of Contract for Improvement Project #10-22, Ramsey Municipal 
Parking Facility 

 
Public Works Director Olson reviewed the staff report and noted the $4.1 million engineer's 
estimate resulted in a $2.68 million contract with Knutson, which was competitively bid.  He 
said the City has 60 days to award the contract, after which the City includes bid alternates to 
give flexibility for both the Council and contractor to construct after August 25, 2011, at a cost to 
be defined within the different bids.   
 
Councilmember Elvig asked staff to bring all the changes to Council first unless untimely.  He 
said he would like to manage the change orders.   
 
Public Works Director Olson said that would be fine as long as it does not delay the decision-
making. 
 
Councilmember Backous suggested delaying this vote. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich suggested tabling the item instead.   
 
Mayor Ramsey said there is no need to table because this is an informational item at this point 
only and no vote is necessary. 
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Councilmember Elvig suggested clarifying Council’s position more formally.   
 
Public Works Director Olson said that action would not be necessary because Council has the 
authority to delay action for 60 days. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich suggested a motion to bring this item back in 60 days for formal 
action. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to bring back 
consideration of award of contract for Improvement Project #10-22, Ramsey Municipal Parking 
Facility by August 9, 2011, to award contract without penalty or alternate. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Elvig, Backous, and 
McGlone.  Voting No: Councilmember Tossey. 

7.06: Consider Change Order for City Project #10-07, 151st and 152nd Avenues and 
Florine, Soils and Turf Re-Establishment 

 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report, adding the current contract outlined importing 
material through the City but that cost should not be absorbed by the contractor or assessed.  He 
added time and material estimates are outlined as not to exceed $9,000, and the change order will 
be funded through the public improvement fund. 
 
Councilmember McGlone asked if the residents have been informed of this change order.   
 
City Engineer Himmer said notice was given to the residents last Friday and the contractor is 
prepared to do the work immediately.  He said the notice also offered residents to do the work on 
their own and receive a credit for the seed of $0.15/sq. ft. or $110.   
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve Change 
Order for City Project #10-07, 151st and 152nd Avenues and Fluorine, Soils and Turf Re-
Establishment. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Tossey confirmed there would be no increase to the 
residents’ assessment. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 
and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

Schedule 

The following schedule was acknowledged: 
1)  Local Government Officials Meeting - Wednesday, June 29 - Chomonix Golf Course, 
Lino Lakes 
2)  City offices will be closed in observance of Independence Day, Monday, July 4 
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3)  There will be no EDA meeting on July 4 - the July meeting has been canceled 
4)  There will be no Council or HRA Work Session on Tuesday, July 5  

 
Filings Closed for Special Election 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that election filings have closed and the ballot will include the 
following candidates:  Brenda Look, Sarah Strommen, Thomas Towberman, and Tim Wrenn.  
He said the special election will be held on August 16. 
 
Mayor Ramsey encouraged candidates to check with City staff about campaign signage rules.   
 
Events at The Draw 
 
Mayor Ramsey said last week’s event at The COR included a wonderful concert by Big Walter 
Smith, but approximately 100 people attended because of the poor weather.  He encouraged 
residents to attend this week’s event featuring sailboat and remote control boats at the 
amphitheater in The Draw. 
 
State Shutdown 
 
Councilmember Elvig asked if any City operations will be affected if the State government shuts 
down.   
 
City Administrator Ulrich said the shutdown will have some effect on road construction projects 
such as a delay in the parking ramp and other roadway projects.  He said that while Ramsey does 
not rely on Local Government Aid, licensing and regulations such as permits through the State 
will be unavailable, water inspections and private contracting.  City Administrator Ulrich stated 
essential services will be determined and remain in effect, so there are no concerns about health, 
safety, and wellness matters.  City Administrator Ulrich stated the shut down will affect mostly 
projects and State approval delays, such as Board of Soil and Water Conservation. 
 
Mayor Ramsey encouraged the public to obtain their tabs and licenses from the License Center 
in case the State government shuts down. 
 
Ramsey Raceway 
 
Councilmember Wise announced that Ramsey Raceway will be open on July 8, which is a slight 
delay because of the recent rain and weather. 

 9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Cathy Sorensen 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 12, 2011, at the Ramsey 
Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous  
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone  
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: None – Council Vacancy 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson 
   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 
   Public Works Director Brian Olson 
   Associate Planner Timothy Gladhill 
   City Engineer Tim Himmer 
   Police Chief James Way 
   City Attorney William Goodrich 

Development Manager Darren Lazan 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 
 

2. PRESENTATION 
 
None. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 
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4. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
City Administrator Ulrich requested Item 7.3 be added:  Flaherty & Collins Financing – Third 
Amendment.  He noted it has been approved by the HRA and now needs Council approval.  The 
request is to extend the deadline date. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the agenda 
as amended. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 
and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilmember Elvig expressed concern with item 5.1 Acknowledge Anoka County's Plans and 
Specs for the 2011 Construction of a Boat Landing and Fishing Platform.  He advised the 
discussion of traffic patterns.  
 
City Administrator Ulrich suggested removing this item from the Consent Agenda and adding 
the item as item 7.4 Consider Anoka County’s Plans for 2011 Construction of Boat Landing. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone to approve the 
following items on the Consent Agenda: 
 
5.1.  Approval for Exemption for a Gambling License for the Anoka County Pheasants 

Forever at Game Fair. 
5.2.  Approve the following Meeting Minutes: 

1) City Council - Regular - May 31, 2011 
5.3.  Adopt Resolution #11-07-126 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing received during the Period of June 23, 2011 
through July 7, 2011 

5.4. Adopt Resolution 11-07-127 Authorizing 2nd Partial Payment to Dryden Excavating for 
IP 10-24 Wetland 656 W Outlet 

5.5. Adopt Resolution #11-07-128 Authorizing 2nd Partial Payment to Dryden Excavating for 
IP #10-32 176th Avenue Culvert Replacement 

5.6.  Approve Resolution #11-07-129 Applying for Federal Funding for the Mississippi River 
Trail 

5.7. Report from Public Works (Ratify the recommendations of the Public Works Committee 
regarding the use of pavement reinforcement systems on overlay project, the policy on 
Turf Establishment Related to City Improvement Project, the Policy for Importing 
Material into the COR and the Review Summary of Proposals for Profession Engineering 
Services and Development of a Consulting Pool) 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 
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None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Consider Award of Contract for City Improvement Project 10-25; the Bituminous 
Paving of Chameleon Street 

 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to award a contract for 
City Improvements Project #10-25; the Bituminous Paving of Chameleon Street, to Oman 
Brothers Paving in the amount of $336,000 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.02: Consider Establishment of a Consultant Pool for Overflow Engineering Services 
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.  He emphasized he is seeking to create an 
overall pool of consultants rather than employing consultants in each specific area of expertise.   
 
Mayor Ramsey questioned who the decision maker will be to determine which firm is offered the 
type of work needed at the time. 
 
City Engineer Himmer explained there is approximately $31,000 in the budget for consulting.  
As projects arise where assistance is needed, staff will send emails to all firms and request a 
quote.  If is more than the budget allows, staff will bring the request to Council. 
  
Councilmember Backous requested there be a review process implemented through Public 
Works to evaluate the consultant pool.   
 
Public Works Director Olson agreed to the review process. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to authorize staff to create a 
consultant pool for overflow engineering services, and bring items to the Council for approval as 
needed, and create a review process in one year 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 
Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.03: Flaherty & Collins Financing – Third Amendment 
 
Community Development Director Lazan noted the HRA and the Council are parties to this 
Agreement.  There are two key dates:  July 15 is the last day Flaherty can opt out.  August 15 is 
the date of closing.  The request is to move each date out 30 days.  He stated this case is expected 
to be before the HRA before the end of the month for a fourth amendment. 
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Councilmember Tossey questioned whether the fourth amendment would be in response to the 
financing or the key dates. 
 
Community Development Director Lazan answered it would be a revised structured deal, 
depending on the direction of the HRA and Council.   
 
Mayor Ramsey confirmed this request is a formality. 
 
Community Development Director Lazan confirmed this request is to keep the agreement in 
place.  
 
Councilmember Elvig stated there are a lot of components to this, and to complete them in 30 
days is optimistic. He suggested moving the dates another 30 days out.     
 
Community Development Director Lazan responded this is an aggressive date and it was set in 
order to keep the item moving.  He stated he would be in favor of a longer extension but then it 
would need to be brought before the HRA for execution.  He said the deadline is too close to 
implement that process   
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember McGlone to extend the dates of 
the Agreement 30 days. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, McGlone, Backous, and 
Elvig.  Voting No: Councilmember Tossey. 

7.04: Acknowledge Anoka County's Plans and Specs for the 2011 Construction of a Boat 
Landing and Fishing Platform. 

 
Public Works Director Olson explained the Joint Powers Agreement was approved by the 
Council.  He stated it is the intention to use Traprock until the development of the park is 
achieved.  An entrance from Ramsey Boulevard could be a possibility in the distant future.  An 
open house was held at the Municipal Center, where the Master Plan was discussed and how this 
boat landing would fit into it.  He mentioned the City is loaning the money to the County to be 
paid back when they apply for funds through Met Council.  The request is to approve the plans 
and specs for the landing and the fishing platform.   
 
Councilmember Elvig expressed concern with the amount of room to navigate in the parking lot.  
While someone is landing their boat, they could easily be in the way of someone wanting to 
launch their boat.   
 
Public Works Director Olson explained this is the beginning of the plans for the Landing.  Anoka 
County designed this, and it is their land.  He offered to forward the comments to the County.  
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Discussion took place regarding the size of the lot and potential traffic issues.  Further discussion 
took place on whether the handicap stall is needed and where a boat could be parked to remove 
weeds from it.   
 
Public Works Director Olson stated due to the expressed concerns, it could be beneficial to have 
the County attend our next regularly scheduled Council meeting.  He also noted the Council is 
invited to look at the plan anytime at the County offices. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich cautioned that timing is tight.  This is a high priority in order to get 
this started and finished this year.  He acknowledged the concerns are valid and they will be 
passed along to the County. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to acknowledge Anoka 
County’s Plans and Specs for the 2011 Construction of a Boat Landing and Fishing Platform. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Tossey expressed concern in the possibility of adding costs 
to the project.  He raised the issue of snow storage. 
 
Public Works Director Olson noted there is no curb on this plan.  The roundabout, or the median, 
is the infiltration basin which helps to treat the water before it is discharged.  Due to their 
previous experiences, he explained they do not want to have people parking that may block the 
route of others.  He also noted the DNR permits were null and void during the State shut down, 
which could affect the dates in this project.  
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, Jeffrey, 
McGlone, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
Meeting with PCA 
 
City Administrator Ulrich noted the Mayor and Staff met with the staff from the Pollution 
Control Agency.  He stated they discussed the utilization of land in the vicinity of the closed 
landfill and the future of that area.  Discussions took place in the last several years regarding this 
piece of land.  This issue will continue to move forward, and he said he would bring the ideas 
back to the Council. 
 
Impacts w/re to State Shutdown 
 
City Administrator Ulrich explained the impacts to the City of the State shutdown.  The road 
reconstruction projects are on hold.  He said the Alpine and Sunfish project is moving ahead, but 
Anoka County can continue to move forward with it until the end of July.  In terms of City 
services, the impact has been minimal.  The most difficult area is if a project needs State 
approval, it can run into difficulties. 
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Update on Storm Clean-up 
 
Public Works Director gave an update on the large storm event in the last week.  He said the 
residents have been given one week to get their tree debris to the curb, and a contractor was hired 
to help handle the debris.  The City did enter a state of emergency.  He said one of the most 
frequently asked questions is whether tree disposal sites that had been used in 2005 could be 
used.  He said it is not a service that will be offered this year.  The other frequent question is 
whether the boulevard trees will be replaced.  He stated there is a budget, and some trees can be 
replaced.  The boulevard trees will be replaced when that activity fits within the normal budget.  
He advised citizens to call the City for a list of contractors.  They should make sure the 
contractors they choose are bonded and licensed.   
 
Fire Chief Kapler stated the debris can be brought to the City’s site and burned, and there is 
usually a $25 permit fee.  He requested the Council waive that fee for 30 days.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to waive the permit fee for 
burning debris for a period of 30 days.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 
and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 
 
Fire Chief Kapler stated a recreational fire is 20 feet.  There are no restrictions; however, he 
noted pine trees create a lot of smoke, and if that smoke is seen by an employee they will 
respond. 
 
Farmers Market/The Draw Events 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reminded the public that The Draw summer series event continues. 
The farmers market is open as well. 
 
Soccer Tournament 
 
Councilmember Backous stated the Northern Lights Soccer Club is hosting the boys’ 
tournament.  There will be several thousand people will be coming to Ramsey, and volunteers 
are needed for various positions. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich  
City Administrator  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Chris Moksnes 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 26, 2011, at the Ramsey 

Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: Councilmember David Elvig 

   Council Vacancy 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 

   City Engineer Tim Himmer 

   Police Chief James Way 

   Planning Intern Patrick Brama 

   Street Supervisor Grant Reimer 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., and 

led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

2. PRESENTATION 

 

Following the approval of the Consent Agenda, which includes the approval of the end of 

probationary period, firefighter Joshua Diekow was presented. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Helen Kamrowski, 16756 Sodium Street, Ramsey, stated she has a flooded house.  She requested 

information to file a claim.  She explained they have had three floods and there is still standing 

water in the front and back yards of her home. 

 

City Engineer Himmer said he will give an update at the end of the meeting relating to flooding 

city wide.  He noted in the short term, staff discussed creating a ditch.  This cannot be solved for 
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the long term at this point.  He noted there is $20,000 in the budget annually for storm water 

fixes.  He explained this case will be presented to the Council, as they are the most interested in 

how to move forward with a claim for their insurance.   

 

Ms. Kamrowski indicated her insurance won’t cover this, because they have labeled it a flood.  

 

Mayor Ramsey asked when the City was first notified.   

 

Ms. Kamrowski answered on the 19
th

 of July.  Staff visited the next day.   

 

City Engineer Himmer noted there are many photos.  This is an unfortunate, and unlikely, 

instance where the water got into the structure.   

 

Ms. Kamrowski informed the Council her neighbors helped get furniture out of the finished 

basement.  Now it is just a shell.  The water is coming into the basement through the bricks.  

They have been working on getting the water out daily.  She stated they have resealed the 

basement, and the water still comes in. 

 

Discussion took place whether sandbagging or pumping could help.  

 

Mayor Ramsey said it was clear the water table is to the bottom of the slab.  It is coming through 

the floor.  It is not coming through the walls.  

 

City Administrator Ulrich stated the City could do what they can with the resources available.  

The property damage will be referred to the City’s insurance company.  He asked the 

Kamrowskis to submit a detailed claim to the City which could then be turned into the City’s 

insurance. 

 

City Engineer Himmer stated staff will continue to monitor the situation and apprise the Council 

as needed. 

4. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

City Administrator Ulrich read a statement from Councilmember Elvig.  Councilmember Elvig’s 

letter explained he was absent due to his son’s semi final game in soccer.  He was supporting his 

son and the team.  His team is winning in the tournaments.  

 

City Engineer Himmer notified the Council that Item 7.3: Consider Acquisition of Drainage and 

Utility Easement at 16259 Coquina Street NW, would be removed from the agenda, as there is 

no discussion needed. 

 

Mayor Ramsey stated Items 7.1 and 7.2 will be reversed in order to accommodate the consultant 

who is present for that item. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the 

agenda as amended. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, McGlone, 

Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig. 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

City Administrator Ulrich stated former item 5.02: Consider Lease Terms for 6701 and 6745 

Hwy 10 Properties with Sharp & Associates, LLC is moved to Item 7.07 under Council 

Business. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to approve the following 

items on the Consent Agenda: 

5.01 Adopt Resolution #11-07-129A Adopting Findings of Fact #0889 relating to a request 

from Tri Star Enterprise to conduct Motor Vehicle Sales in the B-2 Business District at 

the Property located at 6740 Highway #10 and adopt resolution #11-07-129B approving 

the Issuance of a Conditional use Permit to Tri Star Enterprise to Conduct Motor Vehicle 

Sales in the B-2 Business District and Declaring Terms of Same. 

5.02 Consider Lease Terms for 6701 and 6745 Hwy 10 Properties with Sharp & Associates, 

LLC  (Placed on Regular Agenda) 

5.03 Adopt Resolution #11-07-130 Authorizing Partial Payment to Douglas-Kerr 

Underground LLC for IP 11-21 Armstrong and Bunker Lake Blvd Improvements. 

5.04 Adopt Resolution #11-07-131 Authorizing Partial Payment to W. Gohman Construction 

Co. for IP 10-23 East Meandering Commons Park 

5.05  Adopt Resolution #11-07-132 Authorizing Partial Payment to Rum River Contracting 

for IP 10-07 Alpine/Roanoke Street Improvements 

5.06 Adopt Resolution #11-07-133 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received during the Period of July 8, 2011 and 

July 20, 2011 

5.07 Report from the Personnel Committee 

 1)  Consider a Resolution Ending the Probation of a Paid-On-Call Firefigher - Ratify 

the recommendation of the Personnel Committee and adopt Resolution #11-07-

134 Ending the Probation of a Paid-On-Call Firefighter. 

 2)   Consider a Resolution to Authorize Hiring Paid-On-Call Firefighters – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee and adopt Resolution #11-07-135 

Authorize Hiring Paid-On-Call Firefighters. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Tossey, Backous, and 

McGlone.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of Assessment Roll for City Improvement 

Project 11-21, Bunker Lake Boulevard and Armstrong Boulevard 

 

Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:15 p.m. in order to 

conduct a public hearing. 
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Public Hearing 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

City Attorney Goodrich reviewed the staff report.  He noted a representative from Hageman 

Holdings LLC is present and may be asked to speak. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich explained the bonds have not yet been sold, which prohibits knowledge 

of the interest rate.  The Bond will be sold August 9.  Since the case was prepared, the owner has 

agreed to eliminate a portion of the resolution due to a portion not listed in the assessment 

agreement.  The function of the Council is to adopt the assessment roll, which is $1,701,077.34.   

 

Citizen Input 

 

There was none. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Wise, McGlone, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig 

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:24 p.m. 

 

Council Business 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:24 p.m. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich noted there have been changes to the Resolution in paragraph 2, and 

paragraph 3 was simplified.   

 

Finance Director Lund agreed with the changes. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution #11-07-136 

which Resolution is adopting the Assessment Roll for City Public Improvement Project 11-21 as 

amended. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, McGlone, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig 
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7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Consider Award of Contract for Engineering Services to Complete the Required 

Armstrong Boulevard Improvements Related to the Proposed Sunwood Drive 

Realignment 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report.  He explained this would be necessary under 

the interchange work, and the dollar amount had been considered in the interchange project.  The 

funds are from State Aid, reimbursed through TIF 14.   

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to award an 

engineering services contract to WSB & Associates in the amount of $35,290 to complete the 

required feasibility study items, AUAR traffic updates, and conceptual layout of the realign 

Armstrong Boulevard and Sunwood Drive intersection and to authorize staff to negotiate a future 

design contract with WSB & Associates, in an amount not to exceed $140,212 consistent with 

the estimated budget for such services. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, McGlone, Backous, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig 

7.02: Authorization of the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds, Series 2011A for the 

Construction Upgrade of Bunker Lake Boulevard/Armstrong Boulevard 

 

This item was discussed as Item 7.01 due to the consultant, Paul Donna with Northland 

Securities, who is present for this item.   

 

Finance Officer Lund reviewed the staff report.   

 

Mr. Donna reviewed the summary of the finance plan.  He referred to Page 6 in the plan, 

pointing out that he is expecting the fixed interest rate to be slightly over 2%.  He noted all of the 

debt service will be paid back, and a tax levy will not be needed.  He warned the City that if the 

assessments are behind schedule, the City will be asked to bridge the gap until it can be brought 

back on track. 

 

Mayor Ramsey asked if there was any fiscal penalty or fines for being late, in reference to the 

City possibly needing to bridge the gap. 

 

Finance Director Lund explained penalties will be accrued.  Since this is a break even starting 

point for the City, the City will have to pay it.   

 

Mayor Ramsey indicated he sought to be assured there will be no risk to the City. 

 

Finance Director Lund responded if the payment is not made for the year, the City will have to 

find other funding resources to cover it. 
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Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to adopt Resolution 

#11-07-137 Authorizing the Issuance of General obligation Bonds, Series, 2011A as amended. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Tossey, Backous, and 

Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Councilmember Elvig 

7.03: Consider Acquisition of Drainage and Utility Easement at 16259 Coquina Street 

NW (Removed; discussion unnecessary) 

7.04: Introduce Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-53 Entitled Variances 

 

Planning Intern Brama reviewed the staff report.  

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to Introduce the Ordinance 

Amending city code Chapter 117, Section 117-53 (Variances) of the city code of Ramsey, 

Minnesota. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, Tossey, and 

Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig 

7.05: Community Sign Policy 

 

Planning Intern Brama reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the new 

Community Sign Policy. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, Tossey, and 

Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig 

7.06: Review August Meeting Calendar 

 

City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise to cancel the August 2 and 

August 16 City Council Work session meetings. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, McGlone, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig 

7.07: Consider Lease Terms for 6701 and 6745 Hwy 10 Properties with Sharp & 

Associates, LLC 

 

City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report. 
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Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Mayor Ramsey to approve the lease terms as 

presented for the properties at 6701 and 6745 Highway 10. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, Tossey. and 

Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

Night to Unite 

City Administrator Ulrich noted August 2 is National Night to Unite (formerly National Night 

Out).  He encouraged residents to join their block party, or contact City Hall to start one. 

 

The Draw 

City Administrator Ulrich noted The Draw holds free concerts every week on Thursday 

evenings.  The farmers market has started as well, so citizens can come to the farmers market 

and stay for a concert. 

Game Fair 

City Administrator Ulrich noted the Game Fair is starting up soon.  The dates are August 12, 13 

and 14, and August 19, 20, 21.  This will be held in the City of Ramsey at Armstrong Kennels. 

 

Councilmember Wise 

 

Councilmember Wise acknowledged his name has been in the paper for an incident that 

happened last November.  He was convicted of 5th Degree Assault.  He explained he thought he 

had a good defense, though the judge disagreed.  He offered an apology to his family, the 

Councilmembers and the residents.  He invited residents to call him directly if they would like 

more information. 

 

Flooding 

 

City Engineer Himmer mentioned the flooding in various areas of the city.  Rum River Hills had 

some flooding.   The staff had found there were animals living in the pipes.  Once they were 

removed, the flooding subsided somewhat.  He stated the City will continue to work with them. 

 

City Engineer Himmer noted there has been water in a driveway at 152
nd

 Avenue.  There has 

been water in the septic system at Yakima and 156
th

.   

 

City Engineer Himmer indicated there have been issues with flooding at 163
rd

 Lane, west of 

Elmcrest Park. 

 

He pointed out on a map the various areas in the city with water issues.  He indicated the City 

will work on all the situations and keep the citizens notified. 
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Improvements at 149th Lane and Highway 47 

 

City Engineer Himmer noted there has been an issue with the improvements in this area.  He said 

the City will continue to monitor the situation. 

 

Permits for Burning Fees Waived 

 

Fire Chief Kapler reminded residents the fees for permits for open burning are waived to help 

with storm damage of the last few storms.  He stated the City is doing all that it can do to help 

people with their storm debris. 

  

151st Avenue 

 

Councilmember Backous stated he received a call during the day about 151
st
 Avenue.   

 

City Engineer Himmer explained the contractor completed the work.  However, it rained again, 

and he received calls from people in the area.  The contractor does have to return to correct the 

erosion issues.  He stated he anticipates having more conversations regarding this issue. 

 

Anoka County Fair 

 

Councilmember McGlone stated the Anoka County Fair started today. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Chris Moksnes 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



   

Special Planning Commission   6. 1.           

Meeting Date: 09/08/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Title:

Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District

on the Property Located at 6701 Highway 10 NW; Case of Northern Light Church

Background:

The City has received an application for an Interim Use Permit from Northern Light Church to allow for the

operation of temporary church facility in an area zoned H-1 Highway 10 Business District. The Subject Property is

also located within the Official Map Area for the Highway 10 corridor.  The temporary church facility will be in a

multi-tenant building (generally known as the Youth First building) located at 6701 Hwy 10. The Applicant would

like to utilize the space for weekly worship services, educational programs and community outreach programs. 

Notification:

In accordance with State statute, Staff attempted to notify property owners within 350 feet of the subject property of

the public hearing via Standard US Mail. The Public Hearing was also noticed in the Anoka County Union, the

City's official newsletter for public notices.

Observations:

The Applicant is interested utilizing the western half of the building's office area (roughly 4,900 square feet) for its

operations.  The building has roughly 10,000 square feet of office space (the other roughly 5,000 square feet is

being utilized by Youth First) plus cold storage space behind the office area.  The Applicant is proposing to utilize

the area for worship space as well as for offices and educational and community outreach programs.  

The primary activity on this site would be worship services, which would occur on weekends and would likely

be either Saturday evening or Sunday morning.  Attendance is estimated to be about thirty (30) people initially with

the hope of growing to about fifty to seventy (50-70) members.  Other offerings being contemplated by the Church

include an evening bible study group (likely around ten adults or so) and/or a vacation bible study (possibly around

20 kids and several adults).  Any larger, planned activities would likely still be coordinated and held at their Anoka

location, which is designed to accommodate a much greater capacity then this site. 

The existing uses of the building include Youth First and cold storage.  Youth First typically utilizes their portion of

the building only during the week (and occasionally on Saturdays) and the cold storage operation may have

customers throughout the week including weekends, but by appointment only.  It should be noted that Northern

Light Church has partnered with Youth First on various activities in the past and there may be potential for more

joint offerings with this location.  It doesn't appear that the proposed use would conflict with the existing uses on the

site and it appears to be compatible with the surrounding area.

The parking lot that serves the building has a total of twenty-six (26) striped parking stalls (this

includes two handicap spaces). There is the ability to potentially add an additional fourteen (14) stalls around the

median within the parking lot, which would provide a total of forty (40) parking spaces.  Under City Code, places

of assembly require one parking space for every three seats. Based on the projected overall attendance (70 people),

a total of twenty-three (23) parking stalls would need to be provided.  While there appears to be sufficient parking

area, Staff believes it may still be beneficial to stripe additional parking stalls along the median to clearly demark

designated parking areas.  The Applicant shall provide the City a floor plan that indicates seating capacity as

background to ensure the proposed use does not expand to a capacity that would exceed the available off-street

parking.  The City has received concern from existing tenants regarding the location of off-street parking in certain

areas and conflicts with access to portions of the site.  Staff believes this concern can be mitigated with the above



referenced striping and monitoring of the number of off-street parking spaces required.

The proposed church operation does represent a change in use (from retail to place of assembly) and therefore, will

require fire suppression.  The Applicant is currently negotiating a lease with the City (current owner of property)

and they are aware of the fire suppression requirement.  

The Applicant is requesting the Interim Use Permit for a term of thirty (30) months.  At that time, they would

evaluate their operation and whether the location is working out.  If, at that time, they determine that the location

is working, Northern Light Church would need to apply for another Interim Use Permit to continue operating at this

site.  

The request was forwarded to Mn/DOT for review and they stated that they have no comments/concerns regarding

this request.

Funding Source:

All costs associated with reviewing the application are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends approving the request for an Interim Use Permit contingent upon striping of additional parking

stalls and installation of a fire suppression system prior to occupying the building.

Committee Action:

Motion to recommend that City Council adopt findings of fact relating to Northern Light Church's request for

an Interim Use Permit to allow for a church operation in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District. 

-and-

Motion to recommend that City Council adopt Resolution #________ approving the request for an Interim Use

Permit and declaring the terms as proposed.

-or-

Motion to recommend that City Council deny the request for an Interim Use Permit based on the findings of fact.

Attachments

Site Location Map

Site Layout

Proposed Findings of Fact

Proposed Interim Use Permit

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 08/31/2011 11:28 AM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/30/2011 11:22 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/31/2011 
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Councilmember _________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-09-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT #____ RELATING TO A 

REQUEST TO ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF A CHURCH IN THE H-1 

HIGHWAY 10 BUSINESS DISTRICT 

 

WHEREAS, Northern Light Church, hereinafter referred to as "Applicant", has properly 

applied to the City of Ramsey (the "City") for an interim use permit to operate a Church in the H-

1 Highway 10 Business District on the property located at 6701 Highway 10 legally described as 

follows: 

 

Lot 3, Block 1, Deal Industrial Park, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

(the "Subject Property") 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1. That the Applicant appeared before the Planning Commission for a public hearing pursuant 

to Section 117-52 of the Ramsey City Code on September 8, 2011, and that the public 

hearing was properly advertised and that the minutes of said public hearing are hereby 

incorporated by reference. 

 

2. That the Subject Property is zoned H-1 Highway 10 Business District; the adjacent parcels to 

the west and east are zoned H-1 Highway 10 Business District, the property to north is E-2 

Employment and is bounded by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad and the property 

to the south is on the south side of Hwy 10 and is B-2 Business District. 

 

3. That the H-1 Highway 10 Business District does not allow for churches as a permitted use. 

 

4. That the Applicant is proposing to utilize roughly 4,900 square feet of the building located at 

6701 Highway 10 NW for the purpose of a temporary Church facility.  

 

5. That the Applicant is requesting the Interim Use Permit for a term of thirty (30) months. 

 

6. That Section 117-52 of City Code allows for an Interim Use Permit to be granted for a 

maximum of five (5) years, unless otherwise extended by Council. 

 

7. That according to the Applicant, membership could grow from about thirty (30) people to 

seventy (70) people. 

 

8. That Section 117-356 of City Code states that for places of assembly, there shall be at least 

one (1) parking stall for every three (3) seats, resulting in a minimum of twenty-three (23) 

required parking stalls.  

 

9. That there are twenty-six (26) striped parking stalls on the site currently. 

 

10. That there are two (2) other existing uses on the property, Youth First Community of Promise 

and a cold storage operation. 
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11. That Youth First only utilizes their portion of the building Monday through Thursday and 

occasionally on Saturdays and the cold storage operation is open for business by appointment 

only, including weekends. 

 

12. That the Applicant has stated that they will offer one (1) weekend service, either Saturday 

evening or Sunday morning and will potentially have a staff member on site during the week 

for administrative purposes. 

 

13. That the Applicant has stated that they are contemplating various educational and community 

outreach programs, such as a bible study group and a vacation bible study that, if 

implemented, would be offered on a weekday evening (bible study group) or for one full 

week (vacation bible study). 

 

14. That the Applicant has stated that they still intend to host larger, planned activities at their 

main location in Anoka, MN, which is designed to accommodate a much greater number of 

people than the Subject Property.  

 

15. That the proposed church operation represents a change in use from retail to a place of 

assembly, which requires the installation of a fire suppression system. 

 

16. That the proposed use will/will not adversely impact traffic in the area. 

 

17. That the proposed use will/will not be dangerous or detrimental to persons residing or 

working in the vicinity of the use or to the public welfare. 

 

18. That the proposed use will/will not substantially or adversely impair the use, enjoyment or 

market value of surrounding properties. 

 

19. That the proposed use will/will not be operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 

appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and 

such use will/will not change the essential character of the area. 

 

20. That the proposed use will/will not create additional requirements at public cost for public 

facilities and services. 

 

21. That the proposed use will/will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community. 

 

22. That the proposed use will/will not be disturbing or hazardous to existing or future 

neighboring uses. 

 

23. That the proposed use will/will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials and 

equipment and conditions of operation that may be detrimental to any persons, property or the 

general welfare, by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke or glare. 

 

24. That the proposed use will/will not be in accordance with the objectives of the intent of 

Section 117-52 (Interim Use Permits) of the City Code. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_____________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 
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and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 27
th

 day of September, 2011. 

 

 

              

      Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

       

City Clerk 



Councilmember _________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-09-___ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF AN INTERIM USE PERMIT TO 

ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF A CHURCH IN THE H-1 HIGHWAY 10 

BUSINESS DISTRICT BASED ON FINDINGS OF FACT #____ AND DECLARING 

TERMS OF SAME. 

 

WHEREAS, Northern Light Church, hereinafter referred to as "Permittee", has properly 

applied to the City of Ramsey (the "City") for an interim use permit (the “Permit”) to operate a 

Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District on the property located at 6701 Highway 10 

NW and legally described as follows: 

 

Lot 3, Block 1, Deal Industrial Park, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

(the "Subject Property"); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission met on September 8, 2011, conducted a public 

hearing and recommended that the City Council approve/deny the request for an interim use 

permit to operate a Church in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District;  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

This permit is issued pursuant to Section 117-52 of the Ramsey City Code.  The conditions of 

this Permit are as follows:  

 

1) The Permittee is herein allowed to operate a Church and Parish Offices on the Subject 

Property. 

 

2) This Permit shall allow worship services to be offered on Saturday evening and Sunday 

mornings (“Normal Operating Hours”). 

 

3) That should the Permittee develop educational and/or community outreach programming to 

be offered on the  Subject Property outside of Normal Operating Hours, this must be 

communicated, in writing, to the City for review.  Should it appear to exceed available 

parking or conflict with existing uses on the Subject Property, the programming may need 

to be adjusted to eliminate potential conflicts. 

 

4) The Permittee shall be responsible for ensuring all off-street parking related to the Church 

operation is in accordance with Section 117-356.  Parking along Highway 10 shall be 

prohibited at all times.  Any off-street parking violation would cause the Permit to be 

revisited. 

 

5) The Permittee shall provide two (2) weeks written notification to the other tenants of 6701 

Highway 10 NW, the tenant(s) of 6745 Highway 10 NW and the City whenever worship 
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services may be scheduled outside of normal operating hours (such as for Ash Wednesday, 

Good Friday, Christmas Eve etc).  

 

6) The Permittee shall be responsible for installation of fire suppression as required by the Fire 

Chief and as arranged through the lease by and between the City and the Permittee. 

 

7) This Permit shall commence on the date of City Council approval of same and shall expire 

on March 27, 2013 (a term of thirty [30] months).   

 

8) This Permit is applicable only to the operation of a church and parish offices on the Subject 

Property.  The granting of this Permit does not allow for any other use that is prohibited in 

the H-1 Highway 10 Business District.  

 

9) This Permit shall become null and void in the event the use granted under this Permit 

permanently ceases prior to the expiration date or upon the expiration date, whichever occurs 

first.   

 

10) That all costs incurred by the City in administering and enforcing this Permit shall be the 

responsibility of the Permittee. 

 

11) That the City Administrator or his or her designee shall have the right to inspect the Subject 

Property for compliance and safety purposes at any time. 

 

12) That the failure of the City at any time to require performance by the Permittee of any 

provisions herein shall in no way affect the right of the City thereafter to enforce the same.  

Nor shall waiver by the City of any breach of any of the provisions hereof be taken or held to 

be a waiver of any succeeding breach of such provision or as a waiver of any provision itself. 

 

13) That if any provision of this Permit shall be declared void or unenforceable, the other 

provisions shall not be affected but shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

14) That this Permit shall not be considered modified, altered, changed or amended in any 

respect unless in writing and signed by the City and the Permittee. 

 

15) That if the Permittee or its successors or assigns violates any material term or condition of 

this Permit, it is grounds for suspension or revocation hereof consistent with applicable law. 

Specifically, but without limiting the foregoing, the City may amend, suspend, or revoke this 

Permit, consistent with applicable law, if the City Council reasonably determines that 

continued operation of the facility places the public health, safety or welfare or the 

environment in jeopardy or creates a public nuisance due to odors, litter, debris or other 

nuisance factors. The change, alteration or amendment of any statute, regulation, ordinance or 

permit condition by any governmental authority other than the City, shall not excuse the 

Permitee from compliance with statutes, regulations, ordinances or Permit conditions in 

effect on the date of the original issuance of this Permit unless compliance is waived or 

excused by the City. 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

__________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 27
th

 day of September, 2011. 

 

NORTHERN LIGHT CHURCH 

 

By:      

 

As:      

 

STATE OF ______________) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF    ) 

 

The foregoing was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, _____, before me, 

a Notary Public, personally appeared _____________________, the _____________________ 

of Northern Light Church, a to me known to be the person described in and who executed the 

foregoing instrument and acknowledged that they executed the same as their free act and deed. 

 

              

       Notary Public 
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CITY OF RAMSEY: 

 

 

By:________________________________  By:_______________________________ 

 Mayor       City Clerk 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 

 

On this ____ day of _______________, ______, before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared 

Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M. Thieling, to me personally known, who, being each by me duly 

sworn did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the 

Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is 

the corporate seal of said Municipal Corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed 

on behalf of said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council and said Bob Ramsey 

and JoAnn M. Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of said 

Municipal Corporation. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Notary Public 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 

The City of Ramsey     Randall, Dehn and Goodrich 

7550 Sunwood Drive NW    2140 Fourth Avenue 

Ramsey, MN 55303     Anoka, MN  55303 



   

Special Planning Commission   6. 2.           

Meeting Date: 09/08/2011  

By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Title:

Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Exceed Sign Size Restrictions at 7545 Veterans Drive NW (formerly Civic

Center Dr NW); Case of PSD, LLC.

Background:

The City has received an application from PSD, LLC requesting a conditional use permit (CUP) to exceed sign size

restrictions for the new VA outpatient clinic located at 7545 Veterans Dr NW.

Notification:

In accordance with State statute, Staff attempted to notify property owners within 350 feet of the subject property of

the public hearing via Standard US Mail. The Public Hearing was also noticed in the Anoka County Union, the

City's official newsletter for public notices.

Observations:

The COR zoning district sign regulations, excluding the COR-2 subdistrict, have distinctly different architectural

standards than those for the general Business and Employment zoning districts within the community. These

regulations were developed with the intention of applying them to the central areas of The COR where there would

likely be higher concentrations of multi-tenant buildings, with each individual tenant having very limited frontage.

Consistent with all sign regulations in the City, the City has built in flexibility in its sign regulations through the use

of the CUP process.

The building has frontage along both Sapphire St and Civic Center Dr and is roughly 130 feet by 185 feet. The

height of the building is about forty (40) feet.  The site is located in the COR-1 zoning district, which restricts

wall-mounted signs to a maximum of five percent (5%) of the ground floor building facade area or twenty-four (24)

square feet, whichever is less (in this case, twenty-four [24] square feet would be the maximum allowable area per

City Code). Furthermore, lettering, numbers, and graphics are restricted to a maximum height of twelve (12)

inches.  Businesses with frontage on more than one public road are allowed the permitted sign criteria for each

street frontage.

The proposed signage includes two (2) wall signs consisting of reverse channel LED letters and graphics.  The

signs would be located above the main entrance facing Sunwood Dr and along the south wall of the building facing

Highway 10.  The building itself is two stories and may have a second tenant at some future point.  The applicant is

aware that any future tenant(s) would not likely be eligible for any wall signage (at least not without a conditional

use permit).  The proposed letter height is twenty-four (24) inches and the proposed logo height is fifty-six (56)

inches.  Each of the proposed signs would be seventy-three (73) square feet, resulting in a total of 146 square feet of

signage (an overage of ninety-eight [98] square feet) .  The proposed letter height is consistent with other

conditional use permit requests, while the logo is taller than any previously approved height.  The proposed overage

is slightly greater than previously approved overages.  

The City has processed several conditional use permit applications over the past couple years relating to square

footage, letter/graphics height and number of signs within The COR. Approved letter/graphic heights have ranged

from 14.75 inches to 36 inches. Approved overages have ranged from 24.5 sq. ft. to 82 sq. ft. Staff is aware that the

sign regulations for the COR area are limited in terms of both size and number of signs allowed and are currently

working with our planning consultant on some possible amendments to these regulations. 



Funding Source:

All costs associated with reviewing the application are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Motion to recommend that City Council adopt findings of fact relating to PSD, LLC's request for a conditional use

permit to exceed sign size restrictions established in City Code subject to review by the City Attorney as to legal

form. 

-and-

Motion to recommend that City Council approve PSD, LLC's request to exceed sign size restrictions based on the

findings of fact, and adopt a resolution declaring terms of conditional use permit subject to review by the City

Attorney as to legal form.

-or-

Motion to recommend that City Council deny the request for a conditional use permit based on the findings of fact.

Attachments

Site Location Map

Front Entrance Sign

South Wall Sign

Site Photos of Front Entrance and South Wall

Proposed Findings of Fact

Proposed Conditional Use Permit

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 08/31/2011 08:57 AM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/24/2011 09:24 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/31/2011 
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* This drawing is the property of Sandmann Signs, Inc. 
It is submitted to your company for the sole purpose of your consideration of whether to purchase a sign(s) manufactured according to these plans from Sandmann Signs, Inc.  
Distribution or exhibition of this plan to anyone other than employees of your company or use of this plan for construction of a similar sign to the one(s) created herein, is forbidden.
 In the event that such exhibition occurs, Sandmann Signs, Inc. will expect to be reimbursed for the time and materials used in creating this drawing.
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* This drawing is the property of Sandmann Signs, Inc. 
It is submitted to your company for the sole purpose of your consideration of whether to purchase a sign(s) manufactured according to these plans from Sandmann Signs, Inc.  
Distribution or exhibition of this plan to anyone other than employees of your company or use of this plan for construction of a similar sign to the one(s) created herein, is forbidden.
 In the event that such exhibition occurs, Sandmann Signs, Inc. will expect to be reimbursed for the time and materials used in creating this drawing.
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RESOLUTION #11-09-____ 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT #_____ RELATING TO A REQUEST 

FROM PSD, LLC FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO EXCEED SIGN SIZE 

RESTRICTIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey received an application from PSD, LLC for a conditional use 

permit to exceed sign size (area and letter/graphic height) restrictions on the property generally known 

as 7545 Civic Center Drive NW and legally described as follows: 

 

Lot 1, Block 1, Ramsey Town Center 12
th

 Addition, except road subject to easement of 

record, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

(“Subject Property”) 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THIS CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 

1. That PSD, LLC, hereinafter referred to as “Applicant,” properly applied for a conditional use permit 

(the “Permit”) to exceed the allotted square footage for wall signage and to use lettering and graphics 

that are greater than twelve (12) inches in height on the Subject Property. 

  

2. That the Applicant appeared before the Ramsey Planning Commission for a public hearing pursuant 

to Section 117-51 (Conditional Use Permits) of the City Code on September 8, 2011, and that said 

public hearing was properly advertised, and that the minutes of said public hearing are hereby 

incorporated as a part of these findings by reference. 

 

3. That the Subject Property is approximately 2.34 acres in size. 

 

4. That the Subject Property is zoned COR-1. 

 

5. That the parcels to the west, east and north of the Subject Property are zoned COR-1 and the parcel 

to south of the Subject Property (south of the railroad right-of-way) is zoned H-1 Highway 10 

Business District. 

 

6. That Section 117-118 (COR District) of the Ramsey City Code restricts the area of wall signs to five 

percent (5%) of the ground floor façade or twenty-four (24) square feet, whichever is less. 

 

7. That Section 117-118 (COR District) of the Ramsey City Code restricts the height of letters, 

numbers and graphics to no more than twelve (12) inches. 

 

8. That the intent of the more restrictive sign regulations was to apply them to the central areas of The 

COR where there will typically be many multi-tenant buildings, with individual tenants having very 

limited frontage. 

 

9. That the building on the Subject Property is roughly 185 feet by 130 feet, is approximately forty (40) 

feet in height and has frontage along two (2) public streets, Civic Center Dr and Sapphire St. 
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10. That Section 117-118 (COR District) of the Ramsey City Code states that businesses with frontage 

on more than one public street are allowed the permitted sign criteria for each street frontage. 

 

11. That the Applicant is proposing to install two (2) wall signs; one would be above the front entrance 

of the building and the other would be affixed to the south wall of the building. 

 

12. That both wall signs would utilize twenty-four (24) inch tall letters and fifty-six (56) inch tall logos.  

 

13. That each wall sign is seventy-three (73) square feet in size, resulting in a total of 146 square feet of 

signage on the Subject Property. 

 

14. That the Applicant is aware that any future, additional tenant(s) would not be eligible for any 

additional exterior wall signage (other than by a building directory sign) under the current sign 

regulations within Section 117-118 (COR District). 

 

15. That the wall signs will consist of reverse-lit channel LED letters/graphics. 

 

16. That conditional use permits for additional sign square footage and taller letter/graphics height have 

been previously approved.  

 

17. That a conditional use permit to exceed sign size restrictions will/will not grant the Applicant special 

privileges that are denied by the City Code to other properties in the commercial area. 

 

18. That the proposed increase in sign surface area will/will not be designed so as to be harmonious and 

appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the vicinity and will/will not 

change the essential character of the area. 

 

19. That the proposed increase in sign surface area will/will not adversely impact traffic in the area. 

 

20. That the proposed increase in sign surface area will/will not be unduly dangerous or otherwise 

detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity of the use or to the public welfare. 

 

21. That the proposed increase in sign surface area will/will not substantially impair the use, enjoyment, 

or market value of surrounding properties. 

 

22. That the proposed increase in sign surface area will/will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or 

future neighboring uses. 

 

23. That the proposed increase in sign surface area will/will not create excessive additional requirements 

at public cost for public facilities and services, and it will/will not be detrimental to the economic 

welfare of the community. 

 

24. That the proposed increase in sign surface area will/will not involve activities and uses that will be 

detrimental to any persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of excessive production of 

glare. 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

__________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

  

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

  

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 

27
th

 day of September, 2011. 

 

              

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 
       

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 



Councilmember ________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-09-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

BASED ON FINDINGS OF FACT #____ AND DECLARING TERMS OF PERMIT TO 

EXCEED SIGN REGULATIONS ESTABLISHED IN CITY CODE. 

 

 WHEREAS, PSD, LLC properly applied for a conditional use permit to exceed sign size 

and letter/graphic height restrictions as established in City Code on the property generally known 

as 7545 Civic Center Drive NW and legally described as follows:   

 

Lot 1, Block 1, Ramsey Town Center 12
th

 Addition, except road subject to 

easement of record, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

 (“Subject Property”) 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission met on September 8, 2011, conducted a public 

hearing, and recommended City Council approval/denial of the request. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THIS CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 

1. Based on Findings of Fact #____, a conditional use permit (“Permit”) to exceed allotted 

square footage and letter/graphic height is hereby granted to PSD, LLC (“Permittee”). 

 

2. The Permittee is herein granted permission to erect two (2) wall signs on the Subject 

Property.   

 

3. The wall signs shall not exceed seventy-three (73) square feet each, for a total of 146 square 

feet of overall signage on the Subject Property. 

 

4. The wall signs shall not project outward from the wall to which they are attached more than 

six (6) inches. 

 

5. The installation of the signs on the Subject Property shall require a sign permit from the 

City of Ramsey (the “City”).   

 

6. The signs shall be properly constructed and maintained in accordance with Division 8 (Signs) 

& 117-118 (COR District) (f) (Signage) of the Ramsey City Code. 

 

7. The Permittee shall be responsible for all City costs incurred in administering and enforcing 

this Permit. 

 

8. The City Administrator, or his/her designee, shall have the right to inspect the Subject 

Property for compliance and safety purposes annually or at any time, upon reasonable 

request. 
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9. Should any provision of this Permit be declared void or unenforceable, the other provisions 

shall not be affected but shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

10. This Permit shall not be considered modified, altered, changed or amended in any respect 

unless in writing and signed by the City and the Permittee. 

 

11. That if the Permittee or its successors or assigns violates any material term or condition of 

this Permit it is grounds for suspension or revocation hereof consistent with applicable law, 

if the City Council reasonably determines that continued operation of the facility places the 

public health, safety or welfare or the environment in jeopardy or creates a public nuisance 

due to odors, litter, debris or other nuisance factors.  

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 27
th

 day of September, 2011. 

 

PSD, LLC hereby acknowledges receipt of this permit and has reviewed the conditions of this 

permit and has agreed to comply with the terms of this permit. 

 

PSD, LLC 

 

By:       

 

Its:       

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

    )  ss. 

COUNTY OF ___________ ) 

 

On this ______ day of    , _____, before me a Notary Public, personally 

appeared ______________________________, the ________________________ of PSD, LLC, 

a limited liability corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota, on behalf of the corporation. 

 

       ____________________________________ 

        Notary Public 
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CITY OF RAMSEY: 

 

 

By:       By:       

 Mayor       City Clerk 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 

 

On this    day of    , _____, before me a Notary Public 

personally appeared Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M Thieling, to me personally known, who, being 

each by me duly sworn, did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City 

of Ramsey, the Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to 

said instrument is the corporate seal of said Municipal corporation, and the said instrument was 

signed and sealed on behalf of said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council, and 

said Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed 

of said Municipal Corporation. 

 

              

       Notary Public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 

The City of Ramsey     Randall, Dehn and Goodrich 

7550 Sunwood Dr NW    2140 Fourth Avenue 

Ramsey, MN  55303     Anoka, Mn  55303 



   

Special Planning Commission   6. 3.           

Meeting Date: 09/08/2011  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Title:

Staff Update

Background:

The following is a brief summary of actions taken in June that may be of interest to the Planning Commission: 

Consider Amendment to the Development Contract for CROSS OF HOPE ADDITION.  The City Council approved

an amendment related to required financial sureties based on the City's newly adopted ordinance.

Adopt Ordinance to Rename Civic Center Drive to Veterans Drive located in The COR. The City Council adopted

the ordinance to officially rename Civic Center Drive as Veterans Drive to coincide with the opening of the new

Veterans Administration Clinic.

Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-53 (Variances). The City Council adopted the ordinance to

amend the City’s accessory variance regulations to match the newly adopted state statute. 

Consider Amendment to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. The City Council approved the amendment to the 2030

Comprehensive Plan.  Staff is compiling final data to send to the adjacent communities/jurisdictions and

Metropolitan Council for review.

Consider Site Plan, Minor Plat, Comprehensive Plan Amendment, and Zoning Amendment for Stoney River. The

City Council approved the various land use applications for Stoney River, the proposed senior housing complex on

the Lord of Life complex.  An application for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment has been submitted to the

Metropolitan Council.  City Staff expects this application to qualify under the Metropolitan Council's

administrative review process and hopes to hear final word by Friday, September 2nd.

The COR Design Guidelines. Staff has begun discussions with the City Council regarding an update to the Design

Guidelines for The COR.  The current document references the former Ramsey Town Center and is in need of

updating.  At a recent Work Session, Staff discussed with the City Council the merits of keeping these design

guidelines, plus including certain components currently only found in private covenants.  Staff anticipates

forwarding a revised document and proposed revisions to the zoning code for The COR in the near future.

Training Opportunities. As a reminder, the following training opportunities are available. Contact Senior Planner

Gladhill for more information.

League of Minnesota Cities

LU501: Land Use Basics: Grasping the Ground Rules

Web-based

www.lmc.org/page/1/landuse.jsp

American Planning Association (APA) Minnesota Chapter Conference

September 28-30

St. Cloud, MN

www.plannersconference.com

Notification:

Observations:



Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson Chris Anderson 08/31/2011 08:14 AM

Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 08/31/2011 08:53 AM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 08/30/2011 

Final Approval Date: 08/31/2011 
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Meeting Date: 09/08/2011  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Title:

Zoning Bulletins

Background:

Enclosed are zoning periodicals for your review.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Attachments

Zoning Bulletins

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 08/30/2011 02:37 PM

Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 08/30/2011 01:55 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/30/2011 
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