
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Regular City Council
Monday, August 13, 2012

7:00 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Presentation
 

3. Citizen Input
 

4. Consent Agenda
 

1. Receive Cash & Investments for Period Ending July 31, 2012
 

2. Receive June 2012 Financial Reports - General Fund and Enterprise Funds
 

3. Approve Licenses
 

4. Approve the following City Council Meeting Minutes: 
Special City Council and City Council Work Session - June 5, 20121.
City Council Work Session - June 12, 20122.
Special City Council and City Council Work Session - June 19, 20123.
City Council Work Session and City Council Regular - June 26, 20124.
City Council Work Session and City Council Regular - July 10, 20125.
City Council Work Session and City Council Regular - July 24, 20126.

 

5. Request for Certificate of Completion at 14220 Basalt St NW
 

6. Clarify Motion Related to Waiving Application and Escrow Fees Related to a Request for an Interim Use
Permit

 

7. Adopt Resolution #12-08-XXX Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of
Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the period of July 19, 2012 through August 8, 2012

 

8. Adopt Resolution #12-08-XXX to Accept Recycling Enhancement Grant Funds from Anoka County and to
Amend the Agreement for Residential Recycling Program

 

9. Report from Public Works meeting dated July 17, 2012
 

5. Approve Agenda
 

6. Public Hearing
 

7. Council Business
 

1. City Improvement Project 12-20; Sunwood Drive Realignment - Consider Change Order #1

  

  



 

2. Consider Preliminary Plat and Final Plat Approval of COR TWO; Case of the City of Ramsey Housing and
Redevelopment Authority

 

3. Consider Site Plan Approval of Wiser Choice Liquor
 

4. Introduce Ordinance to Vacate Drainage and Utility Easements and Right of Way for Sunwood
Drive Within the COR TWO Subdivision located East of Armstrong Boulevard and South of Bunker Lake
Boulevard; Case of the City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority

 

5. Adopt Ordinance to Establish Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay District
 

6. Introduce Ordinance for the sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3rd Addition.
 

7. Consider entering into a purchase agreement for the property located at 14590 Armstrong Blvd., Ramsey,
Minnesota known as Wiser Choice Liquors. - PORTIONS OF THIS DISCUSSION MAY BE CLOSED
TO THE PUBLIC

 

8. Mayor/Council/Staff Input
 

9. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

CC Regular Session   4. 1.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Diana Lund, Finance

Information
Title:
Receive Cash & Investments for Period Ending July 31, 2012

Background:
Report on the City's cash and investments for the period ending July 31, 2012.  Cash balances graph reflects the
changes in cash balances on the city's major funds for the period ending July 31, 2012 in comparison to year-ending
December 31, 2011.  December 31, 2011 numbers reflect final audited numbers.

Council Action:
None required.  Informational only.

Attachments
Cash & Investments for Period Ending July 31, 2012
Cash Balances on Major City Funds - July 31, 2012

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:41 AM
Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 07/31/2012 11:52 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 
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CC Regular Session   4. 2.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Diana Lund, Finance

Information
Title:
Receive June 2012 Financial Reports - General Fund and Enterprise Funds

Background:
Brief summary of actual revenues and expenditures-to-date in comparison to adopted budget for the funds of: 
General, Water, Sewer, Street Lighting, Recycling and Storm Drainage.

Council Action:
No Action Required.  Informational Only.

Attachments
June 2012 General Fund Financial Report - Budget to Actual
June 2012 Enterprise Funds Financial Reports - Budget to Actual

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:40 AM
Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 07/31/2012 11:47 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 



PREPARED BY: FINANCE DEPARTMENT

JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012

Dept -2012 ADOPTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER-
Admin 1,423,788.00                        696,805.18                                   
Com Dev 528,852.00                           262,708.35                                   
Contingency 230,648.00                           1,998.00                                       
Council 133,951.00                           57,693.91                                     
Finance 454,044.00                           337,131.90                                   
Fire 872,656.00                           318,191.53                                   
Legal 121,000.00                           53,350.63                                     
Police 3,121,261.00                        1,408,893.41                                
Public Works 2,761,875.00                        1,062,660.46                                
Grand Total 9,648,075.00                        4,199,433.37                                

Category -2012 ADOPTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER-
Capital Outlay 340,252.00                           29,329.60                                     
Debt Service 213,113.00                           -                                               
Other Services & Charges 2,094,613.00                        717,058.35                                   
Personal Services 6,232,372.00                        3,128,347.72                                
Supplies 767,725.00                           324,697.70                                   
Grand Total 9,648,075.00                        4,199,433.37                                

Category -2012 ADOPTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER-
Taxes 7,090,150.00                        -                                               
Charges for Services 543,189.00                           159,747.61                                   
Business Licenses/Permits 72,020.00                             61,784.32                                     
Fines and Forfeits 108,000.00                           32,658.08                                     
Federal Intergovernmental 7,000.00                               (7,485.38)                                     
State Intergovernmental 298,300.00                           69,856.67                                     
Interest 80,000.00                             -                                               
Miscellaneous 30,500.00                             5,414.45                                       
Non-Business Licenses/Permits 364,300.00                           162,956.28                                   
Transfers in 1,054,616.00                        -                                               
Grand Total 9,648,075.00                        484,932.03                                   

GENERAL FUND REVENUES
- BY CATEGORY -

CITY OF RAMSEY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

- BY DEPARTMENT -
GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
- BY CATEGORY -



PREPARED BY: FINANCE DEPARTMENT

JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012

CITY OF RAMSEY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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Printed: 7/20/2012 Business Unit: 9601 Page 1 of 5

JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012

BUSINESS UNIT 9601 WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (1,795.38)                                 0.00%
4273   OTHER STATE GRANTS & AIDS 7,074.00                                  0.00%
4609   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 61,853.00                                2,570.05                                  4.16%
4651   WATER REVENUE 40.00                                       0.00%
4652   WATER SALES - RESIDENTIAL 963,401.00                               145,895.65                               15.14%
4653   WATER SALES-COMMERCIAL 676,702.00                               83,769.98                                12.38%
4654   WATER PENALTIES 32,802.00                                5,102.68                                  15.56%
4655   WATER METER INSTALLATION 5,000.00                                  3,780.00                                  75.60%
4656   WATER METERS 14,000.00                                7,859.00                                  56.14%
4657   CONNECTION/RECONNECTION FEES 4,000.00                                  1,000.00                                  25.00%
4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 150,000.00                               -                                           0.00%
4506   PREPAID INTEREST 763.18                                     0.00%
Grand Total 1,907,758.00                            256,059.16                               203.97%

BUSINESS UNIT 9601 WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 204,354.00                               67,091.95                                32.83%
6103   FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME 12,500.00                                6,647.51                                  53.18%
6105   TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES 17,000.00                                4,267.63                                  25.10%
6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 15,722.00                                5,839.61                                  37.14%
6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 17,890.00                                6,395.50                                  35.75%
6131   GROUP INSURANCE 20,470.00                                11,022.05                                53.84%
6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 7,436.00                                  -                                           0.00%
6208   MISCELLANEOUS OFFICE SUPPLIES 1,000.00                                  -                                           0.00%
6223   GASOLINE 5,000.00                                  1,704.69                                  34.09%
6225   DIESEL FUEL 7,000.00                                  4,059.09                                  57.99%
6229   SHOP MATERIALS 750.00                                     56.82                                       7.58%
6231   UNIFORMS & TURN-OUT GEAR 1,500.00                                  373.94                                     24.93%
6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 13,000.00                                6,605.77                                  50.81%
6257   OTHER VEHICLE PARTS 2,500.00                                  687.25                                     27.49%
6273   UTILITY SYSTEM MAINT SUPPLIES 70,000.00                                25,626.48                                36.61%
6281   SMALL TOOLS & MINOR EQUIPMENT 110,000.00                               175.24                                     0.16%
6292   WATER METERS FOR RESALE 20,000.00                                -                                           0.00%
6315   MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 54,330.00                                22,892.32                                42.14%
6322   POSTAGE 2,000.00                                  158.34                                     7.92%
6323   CELLULAR PHONES 2,400.00                                  953.30                                     39.72%
6335   TRAINING 1,600.00                                  930.72                                     58.17%
6352   GENERAL NOTICE & PUBLIC INFOR 600.00                                     -                                           0.00%
6361   GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 24,000.00                                -                                           0.00%
6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 125,000.00                               27,083.39                                21.67%
6372   WATER/IRRIGATION 800.00                                     -                                           0.00%
6373   GAS 4,000.00                                  877.85                                     21.95%
6374   REFUSE/RECYCLING 600.00                                     161.14                                     26.86%
6381   BUILDING & STRUCTURE REPAIR 500.00                                     -                                           0.00%
6439   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS 17,000.00                                10,231.00                                60.18%
6451   MEMBERSHIP DUES 800.00                                     1,089.50                                  136.19%
6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 27,000.00                                9,311.54                                  34.49%
6722   DEPRECIATION 623,308.00                               -                                           0.00%
6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 34,000.00                                -                                           0.00%
Grand Total 1,444,060.00                            214,242.63                               926.78%

CITY OF RAMSEY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 
included in the adopted budget. 



Printed: 7/20/2012 Business Unit: 9602 Page 2 of 5

JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012

BUSINESS UNIT 9602 SEWER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (1,556.33)                                 0.00%
4356   SEWER AVAILABILITY CHARGE-ADM 1,000.00                                  591.25                                     59.13%
4609   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 18,546.00                                -                                           0.00%
4661   RESIDENTIAL-SEWER CHARGES 925,057.00                               235,847.40                               25.50%
4662   COMMERCIAL-SEWER CHARGES 311,381.00                               77,607.78                                24.92%
4663   SEWER PENALTIES 24,729.00                                7,223.19                                  29.21%
4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 50,000.00                                -                                           0.00%
4506   PREPAID INTEREST -                                           0.00%
Grand Total 1,330,713.00                            319,713.29                               138.75%

BUSINESS UNIT 9602 SEWER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 100,563.00                               16,859.48                                16.77%
6103   FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME 2,000.00                                  331.67                                     16.58%
6105   TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES 5,500.00                                  2,257.65                                  41.05%
6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 7,436.00                                  1,267.54                                  17.05%
6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 8,267.00                                  1,481.59                                  17.92%
6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 2,798.00                                  -                                           0.00%
6225   DIESEL FUEL 2,500.00                                  -                                           0.00%
6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 10,000.00                                2,255.79                                  22.56%
6275   OTHER EQUIPMENT PARTS 2,500.00                                  -                                           0.00%
6315   MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 16,000.00                                26,821.00                                167.63%
6335   TRAINING 1,500.00                                  646.00                                     43.07%
6361   GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 9,500.00                                  -                                           0.00%
6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 9,500.00                                  3,246.95                                  34.18%
6373   GAS 2,400.00                                  603.84                                     25.16%
6374   REFUSE/RECYCLING 500.00                                     161.14                                     32.23%
6377   SEWER SERVICE CHARGE 541,073.00                               315,625.94                               58.33%
6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 22,000.00                                9,100.59                                  41.37%
6722   DEPRECIATION 497,434.00                               -                                           0.00%
6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 28,000.00                                -                                           0.00%
Grand Total 1,269,471.00                            380,659.18                               533.89%

CITY OF RAMSEY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 
included in the adopted budget. 



Printed: 7/20/2012 Business Unit: 9603 Page 3 of 5

JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012

BUSINESS UNIT 9603 STREET LIGHT UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (209.43)                                     0.00%
4681   CHARGES FOR STREET LIGHTS 168,312.00                               32,212.56                                 19.14%
4682   ST LIGHT O/M CHARGE 360.00                                      -                                            0.00%
4683   STREET LIGHTING PENALTIES 3,366.00                                   1,191.91                                   35.41%
4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 20,000.00                                 -                                            0.00%
4684   PRIORITY STREET LIGHT 11,130.15                                 0.00%
Grand Total 192,038.00                               44,325.19                                 54.55%

BUSINESS UNIT 9603 STREET LIGHT UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
6271   SIGN REPAIR MATERIALS -                                            0.00%
6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 122,000.00                               51,169.83                                 41.94%
6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 12,328.00                                 5,280.55                                   42.83%
6722   DEPRECIATION 33,997.00                                 -                                            0.00%
6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 14,000.00                                 -                                            0.00%
Grand Total 182,325.00                               56,450.38                                 84.78%

CITY OF RAMSEY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 
included in the adopted budget. 



Printed: 7/20/2012 Business Unit: 9604 Page 4 of 5

JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012

BUSINESS UNIT 9604 RECYCLING UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (268.48)                                     0.00%
4287   OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS 50,165.00                                 -                                            0.00%
4609   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES -                                            573.65                                      0.00%
4671   RECYCLING CHARGES 280,000.00                               71,944.69                                 25.69%
4672   RECYCLING PENALTIES 5,600.00                                   1,783.53                                   31.85%
4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 200.00                                      -                                            0.00%
Grand Total 335,965.00                               74,033.39                                 57.54%

BUSINESS UNIT 9604 RECYCLING UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 5,143.00                                   2,632.63                                   51.19%
6103   FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME -                                            248.79                                      0.00%
6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 373.00                                      215.46                                      57.76%
6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 393.00                                      178.51                                      45.42%
6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 87.00                                        -                                            0.00%
6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 7,000.00                                   2,445.08                                   34.93%
6315   MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER -                                            0.00%
6322   POSTAGE 250.00                                      75.85                                        30.34%
6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 299,000.00                               145,666.60                               48.72%
6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 8,500.00                                   -                                            0.00%
Grand Total 320,746.00                               151,462.92                               268.36%

CITY OF RAMSEY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 
included in the adopted budget. 



Printed: 7/20/2012 Business Unit: 9605 Page 5 of 5

JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012

BUSINESS UNIT 9605 STORM WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (390.75)                                     0.00%
4609   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES -                                            5,845.00                                   0.00%
4693   STORM WATER-RESIDENTIAL 305,790.00                               78,068.04                                 25.53%
4694   STORM WATER-COMMERCIAL 302,629.00                               80,286.40                                 26.53%
4695   STORM WATER-PENALTIES 12,168.00                                 3,378.77                                   27.77%
4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 5,000.00                                   -                                            0.00%
Grand Total 625,587.00                               167,187.46                               79.83%

BUSINESS UNIT 9605 STORM WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT -2012 REQUESTED BUDGET- -2012 YTD GENERAL LEDGER- -% of Budget-
6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 86,991.00                                 16,380.05                                 18.83%
6103   FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME -                                            103.64                                      0.00%
6105   TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES -                                            255.75                                      0.00%
6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 6,307.00                                   1,195.18                                   18.95%
6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 6,655.00                                   1,234.98                                   18.56%
6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 2,894.00                                   -                                            0.00%
6223   GASOLINE 2,000.00                                   1,104.18                                   55.21%
6225   DIESEL FUEL 300.00                                      528.24                                      176.08%
6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 13,000.00                                 1,569.42                                   12.07%
6257   OTHER VEHICLE PARTS 7,000.00                                   1,360.59                                   19.44%
6315   MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 42,000.00                                 32,888.83                                 78.31%
6361   GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 5,000.00                                   -                                            0.00%
6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 2,420.00                                   849.39                                      35.10%
6373   GAS 2,500.00                                   603.83                                      24.15%
6374   REFUSE/RECYCLING 500.00                                      161.12                                      32.22%
6451   MEMBERSHIP DUES 39,162.00                                 39,162.00                                 100.00%
6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 15,200.00                                 22,686.55                                 149.25%
6722   DEPRECIATION 235,517.00                               -                                            0.00%
6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 23,000.00                                 -                                            0.00%
Grand Total 490,446.00                               120,083.75                               738.17%

CITY OF RAMSEY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 
included in the adopted budget. 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 3.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Approve Licenses

Background:
Attached is a list of licenses for Council approval.

Council Action:
Motion to approve the license applications as presented.

Attachments
Licenses for approval

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:55 AM
Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 08/07/2012 09:26 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 



 1 

License Applications 
08/13/12 

 
*Peddler/ 
Solicitor 

Walters Recycling & Refuse Inc. 
763-780-8464 

P.O. Box 67 Circle Pines, MN 55014 

**Transient 
Merchant 

United Methodist Church of 
Anoka/Northern Lights Church 
763-421-2378 

850 South Street/6701 
Highway #10 NW 

Anoka, MN 55303/ 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

***Special 
Events 

City of Ramsey/Patrick Brama 
763-433-9903 

7550 Sunwood Drive NW Ramsey, MN 55303 

 
*To go door to door to establish refuse customers.  Time line is on-going through December 31. 
**A pumpkin patch fundraiser.  Youth and families will sell pumpkins as a fundraiser for church programs.  Pumpkins will be sold at 6701 Highway 10, Ramsey.  Staff is 
requesting Council waive the $100 fee.  Timeline is October 17 – 30, 2012. 
***Car Show – to be held in the Municipal Parking Ramp.  The event will take place on Friday evenings from 5:00 to 9:00 and the estimated number of people attending is 100 to 
500.  This is for non-profit – proceeds will be donated to Happy Days.  All details have been worked out with staff and reviewed by Public Safety.  Timeline is through October 31, 
2012. 
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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a Special City Council Meeting on Tuesday, June 5, 2012, 
at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: Councilmember Randy Backous  
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 
   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

Parks Supervisor Mark Riverblood 
   City Engineer Tim Himmer 

Street Supervisor Grant Reimer 
   Administrative Analyst Patrick Brama 
          
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the Special City Council meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to approve the agenda as 
presented. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Tossey, Elvig, McGlone, 
and Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Backous. 
 
4. COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
4.01: Continue Discussion of the Public Works Department’s Staffing and Structure and 

Direct Staff to Act Accordingly 
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City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report and recommended recruiting to fill the City 
Engineer position.  He indicated that during the three-month recruiting process, a temporary 
engineering consultant will be used.  City Administrator Ulrich raised the option offered by Park 
Supervisor Riverblood who proposed fostering a spirit of cooperation during the selection 
process by reclassifying the Street Supervisor position to Public Works Superintendent and the 
Parks Supervisor position to Parks Supervisor/Assistant Public Works Superintendent, which 
would also assure there is support for the Public Works Director.   
 
Mayor Ramsey asked who would be supervising the Engineering Technicians and other staff 
during the recruitment period. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich suggested supervision of staff and inspections by Civil Engineer 
Linton or the engineering consultant. 
 
Councilmember Elvig asked how the transition would occur between the consulting engineer and 
newly hired Public Works Director and suggested that process be structured into the consulting 
contract or RFP so the City does not end up paying incrementally for that period of time.  He 
noted if a consultant engineer is on staff, there may be three areas of responsibility:  project-by-
project, staffing supervision, and transition at the end of the three-month recruitment period. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich agreed there will be a transition period at the end of the recruitment 
between the consulting engineer and new Public Works Director. 
 
Councilmember Tossey asked whether City Engineer Himmer had been asked to suggest who 
should take over his position. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated he did raise that issue with City Engineer Himmer, discussed 
existing staff, and the opportunity to have existing staff take on the City Engineer position. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he made a mistake at the last meeting and should have supported 
the department head position because he thought it was what staff supported.  He indicated if the 
Council values its Engineering Department, it needs to recruit for a City Engineer and Public 
Works Director.  Councilmember Tossey stated he would support hiring Mr. Himmer as Public 
Works Director. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to offer the Public 
Works Director position to Tim Himmer. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated if he had known Mr. Himmer was interested in the Public Works Director 
position, it may have changed his vote. 
 
City Engineer Himmer submitted his formal letter of resignation. 
 
Councilmembers Tossey and Elvig withdrew their motion on the floor. 
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Councilmember Strommen stated she supports filling the City Engineer position and to provide 
for a transition period as raised by Councilmember Elvig.  She noted that having the consulting 
engineer at City Hall will help with ease of communication.  As to the other option offered to 
have two Superintendent positions, Councilmember Strommen stated this is the first time she has 
heard of this option and had no strong feelings one way or the other.  Councilmember Strommen 
stated she wants to be thoughtful and assure the staff structure is correct for the department.  She 
indicated it would be helpful to see job descriptions and budget impacts. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the City has a pool of engineers from which City Administrator Ulrich will 
select based on area of expertise and assure to provide for a transition period. 
 
City Engineer Himmer noted the City still has staff with internal project knowledge and the 
consulting engineer can be contacted after the transition period, if needed.  He stated he intends 
to summarize all of the items he is working on and City Administrator Ulrich can decide how to 
allot those responsibilities.  City Engineer Himmer noted Fire Chief Kapler has raised the issue 
of communication between departments and the consultant, which should be affirmed in the 
scoping process.   
 
Councilmember Elvig asked about the impact of raising staff to Superintendent and then hiring a 
Public Works Director.  He asked if those staff members would then no longer be 
Superintendents. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that would be a concern if there were individual departments 
but Superintendent is a level above Supervisor with an umbrella of authority.  He indicated the 
Public Works Director would be in charge of Engineering and other departments and the 
Superintendent positions could remain in place and the structure would still work. 
 
Councilmember Elvig asked Street Supervisor Reimer if he supports this new proposal. 
 
Street Supervisor Reimer answered in the affirmative. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve staff recommendation 
to recruit for the position of City Engineer, use a consulting engineer during the recruitment 
period, and create two Superintendent positions. 
 
Fire Chief Kapler commented on the importance of addressing communication because there is 
no direct reporting link between the Engineering and Public Works Departments.  He indicated 
the communication piece needs to be addressed when interviewing for City Engineer to assure 
there is strong communication.   
 
Councilmember Elvig concurred and noted Engineering usually involves a process so that 
department could be obligated to articulate the process for each step as a means of 
communication. 
 
Fire Chief Kapler recommended review of the current City Engineer job description since it was 
written to be under the supervision of a Public Works Director. 
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Mayor Ramsey concurred and suggested that review be conducted by the Personnel Committee. 
 
Councilmember Strommen asked that the City Engineer be involved with the Lower Rum River 
Water Management Organization (LRRWMO). 
 
City Engineer Himmer noted Engineer Linton does a lot with storm water and would also be a 
good resource for the LRRWMO. 
 
Councilmember Strommen stated she has no issue with the proposed structure to add two 
Superintendent positions but would like information on the budget and job descriptions.  She 
expressed concern with making structural changes “on the fly” without that additional 
information. 
 
Councilmember Tossey asked what will be their specific responsibilities. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich explained responsibilities have not yet been specifically spelled out 
but will be developed.  He noted administrative issues would include grant writing, project 
management, legislative issues, and to interface with the Park & Recreation Commission and 
other groups.  The other side would be that Street Supervisor Reimer would have day-to-day 
operational and coordination responsibilities.  City Administrator Ulrich stated he will look at 
salary ranges, which should not involve a major budget impact.   
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he made a decision last week without knowing all of the facts so 
he would not vote on this recommendation tonight unless he knows exactly what it entails.  In 
addition, as Personnel Committee Chair, he would like the opportunity to know specifics.   
 
Amendment motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the staff 
structure as suggested by City Administrator Ulrich and that all jobs descriptions go to the 
Personnel Committee and budget impacts go to the Finance Committee prior to ratification by 
the City Council.   
 
Councilmember Strommen suggested holding a Personnel Committee meeting before the next 
City Council meeting so it can make a recommendation prior to Council ratification. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he would prefer the consideration be brought directly to the City 
Council. 
 
Councilmember Elvig and Mayor Ramsey withdrew the motion and amendment motion. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve starting the process to 
recruit a new City Engineer, using an engineering pool during the recruitment period, and direct 
staff to move forward with pertinent job descriptions for approval at the next Council meeting.   
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City Engineer Himmer noted that regardless of hiring a City Engineer or Public Works Director, 
there is need for technical assistance if the Council wants to move forward with the road 
reconstruction initiative. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated it seems to be the right move to go ahead with the Superintendent 
proposal because the Council knows the “players” and he wants to show the strength of the 
Council for the “players” and that they are important to the Council. 
 
Councilmember Tossey noted the motion will bring this matter before the full Council without 
putting it before the Personnel Committee so all can provide input. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, McGlone, Strommen, 
Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Backous. 
 
5. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
5.01: Consider Storm Sewer Pipe Emergency Repairs 
 
City Engineer Himmer presented photographs of a corrugated metal pipe with internal liner and 
described the breach that had occurred that resulted in water infiltrating into the bluff.  It is 
estimated repair could cost about $20,000.   
 
Councilmember McGlone asked whether the same type of system will be installed. 
 
City Engineer Himmer explained the intent is not to dig up the pipe section since it is located on 
a steep bluff and highly wooded area.  He explained options to secure the pipe within the 
structure. 
 
Councilmember McGlone asked why a lined system is being proposed. 
 
City Engineer Himmer explained this is a 200-foot section of pipe and would do more damage to 
remove it so the project would rehabilitate the pipe.  He indicated there is another deteriorated 
pipe by Lake Itasca with a breach, creating water intrusion and a sinkhole.  City Engineer 
Himmer estimated this repair would cost about $5,000 and recommended moving forward to 
correct as soon as possible.  He requested authorization to move forward with these two 
emergency correction projects utilizing Storm Water Utility Funds. 
 
Mayor Ramsey noted the City Administrator can authorize expenditures of up to $25,000. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated staff wanted to inform the Council of these emergency 
expenditures ahead of time in case it wanted the item placed on a regular meeting agenda. 
 
Councilmember Elvig asked about the option of making the repair with a liquid fill. 
 
City Engineer Himmer indicated that option is being priced as an alternative and described 
another option to use a sleeve pipe. 
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Councilmember Elvig requested that options for repair be placed on the Public Works 
Committee agenda for discussion. 
 
Councilmember McGlone asked if the pipe will be removed instead of lining a plastic pipe. 
 
City Engineer Himmer stated they will not line a plastic pipe and it will either be a lined 
continuous section or that section would be replaced. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to authorize City Administrator Ulrich to expend Storm Water 
Utility funds to move forward with the two emergency storm water repair projects as presented. 

5.02:  2011 Street Maintenance Project Update 

Mayor Ramsey requested an update on the 157th Lane overlay Project. 

City Engineer Himmer explained residents did not think the pavement was thick enough and 
were concerned that the bituminous curb “disappeared” with the overlay. He stated he met with 
Mayor Ramsey, Councilmember McGlone, Brian Olson and others on site last fall and talked 
about fixing the curb in the cul-de-sac and drainage flume, which has been done. The remaining 
item is the offset in the crown of the road, which residents believed got scuffed off when the 
streets were plowed. 

Street Supervisor Reimer clarified the road crown was scuffed by the plow, but not scuffed off.  
He stated it is similar to what occurs on many City streets, and thought trying to fix it would 
cause more harm than good. 

Mayor Ramsey asked if it was the opinion of the City Engineer and Street Supervisor that the 
road met specifications. 

City Engineer Himmer stated that is correct and the four to five outstanding items have all been 
addressed. 

5.03: Legacy Christian Academy Update 
 
City Administrator Ulrich announced that Legacy Christian Academy will not break ground this 
fall because fundraising did not reach expected levels. 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Wise, seconded by Commissioner Strommen, to adjourn the Special 
City Council Meeting.   
 
Motion carried. 
 
The Special City Council Meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



City Council Work Session / June 5, 2012 
Page 1 of 3 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, June 5, 2012, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent:  Councilmember Randy Backous 
  Councilmember David Elvig 
  
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

City Engineer Tim Himmer 
Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Parks Supervisor Mark Riverblood 
Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 
   Development Manager Darren Lazan  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the City Council Work Session to order at 6:41 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Policy for Disposition of Surplus City Owned Land 
 
Management Analyst Brama reviewed the staff report. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked why the policy includes the term “disposition” rather than “sale.” 
 
Management Analyst Brama explained that in some cases the City may give the land back 
instead of selling it. 
 
Mayor Ramsey noted the policy is also addressing acquisition of land so it needs to meet all 
criteria: to sell, to give back, or to trade land.   
 
Councilmember McGlone stated he supports the use of the term “disposition” because not all 
land will be sold and it can be returned to the property owner. 
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Councilmember Strommen noted Section 4 relates to how to generate the inventory and Section 
5 relates to how the Council makes decisions on parcels in the inventory.  She suggested it may 
be helpful in Section 5 to use the term “inventory” so it is clear there is a different and separate 
process.  Councilmember Strommen also suggested reformatting to list the three criteria 
separately so it is clear there are three sets of considerations.  She questioned Policy Statement 
Criteria (17), regarding the dedication of parks and open space that states preference to take cash 
instead of dedication and asked how it would that apply in this consideration (disposition).   
 
Councilmember McGlone stated it would apply to a situation like Legacy Christian Academy 
where the City did not want to add land or parkland to the current inventory so instead it took 
land with no encumbrances so the Council could then decide what to do with that parcel. 
 
Councilmember Strommen noted the City already has land in inventory and the Council is trying 
to decide whether to dispose of it.  She asked how criteria 17 factors into that consideration. 
 
Management Analyst Brama suggested removing criteria 17 from the Disposition Policy but 
leaving it in the Acquisition Policy. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated he supports leaving criteria 17 in both policies because it helps 
explain the policy. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he supports the revisions suggested made by Councilmember Strommen. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to direct staff to bring forward an updated “Policy for the 
Disposition of Surplus City Owned Lands” to the next regular City Council meeting. 
 
2.02: Consider City Land Acquisition Policy  
 
Management Analyst Brama reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Strommen suggested combining Section I: Purpose, and Section II: Objective, 
so it was consistent with the Policy for Disposition. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to direct staff to make amendments to the proposed City Land 
Acquisition Policy and schedule it for further consideration at future City Council Work Session. 
 
3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
3.01: Review Future Work Session Topics/Calendar 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed topics scheduled for June Work Sessions including: 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), Personnel Committee cases, and discussion of 
chain of command. 
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Councilmember McGlone asked about Discussion of the Leash Law and stated his support to 
remove reference to cat licenses and fees since the Police Department does not respond to calls 
to pick up cats. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich explained that Police Chief Way will bring that topic directly to the 
City Council to address Code conflicts and definition of when an animal is considered to be 
under control. 
 
Councilmember Tossey noted Old Town Hall Relocation is on the list of future Work Session 
topics but he is not interested in funding that project. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he has heard from residents who are willing to contribute funds to move 
the old Town Hall but agreed it does not need to be discussed any time soon. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Strommen, to adjourn the Work 
Session meeting. 
 
The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, June 12, 2012, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous (arrived at 6:23 p.m.) 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey (arrived at 6:23 p.m.) 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise   
 

Member Absent: Councilmember David Elvig 
  
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

City Engineer Tim Himmer 
Finance Director Diana Lund 

   Parks Supervisor Mark Riverblood 
Street Supervisor Grant Reimer  
Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the City Council Work Session to order at 6:20 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Review 2012 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and Management 

Report 
 
Aaron Nielson, Malloy, Montague, Karnowski, Radosevich & Company, presented the 
Management Report, a summarization of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). 
 
Councilmembers Backous and Tossey arrived at 6:23 p.m. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked why the general government amount is so large when compared to other 
cities but the public safety number is smaller. 
 
Finance Officer Lund explained that general government includes TIF and governmental funds 
beyond the General Fund.   
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Mayor Ramsey noted that comparable cities are at $85 per capita and Ramsey is at $205 per 
capita, a large difference. 
 
Councilmember Backous noted it comprises 33% of the balance and asked if that is the best way 
to report on it. 
 
Finance Officer Lund reviewed the items that are included in the government line item.  
 
Mr. Nielson noted another variable is whether all cities are consistently presenting from year to 
year and other cities may be making a different allocation. 
 
Finance Officer Lund indicated in 2011, general government was $2.2 million versus public 
safety at $3.9 million.  She explained that general government included over $1 million in TIF, 
$466,000 in HRA, $551,000 for Bus Service, in addition to other special revenue and capital 
projects of $450,000.  Those figures are included in the $205 per capita calculation. 
 
Councilmember Wise noted Ramsey is on the low end of the comparable cities, which also 
makes a difference. 
 
Finance Officer Lund pointed out the averages are fairly close, from $606 to Ramsey’s $614, so 
it depends on how the city reports.  She explained that Ramsey places TIF under Special 
Revenue Funds, not Capital Projects as reported by other cities.   
 
Mr. Nielson completed review of the Management Report. 
 
Finance Officer Lund stated this item is on the City Council’s consent agenda as well as 
authorization to seek the Certificate of Excellence. 
 
Informational; no action required. 
 
3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
City Administrator Ulrich indicated the June 19, 2012, agenda will include continued discussion 
of 2013 budget and review of goals. 
 
3.01: Consider Support of Anoka County Library Grant Request 
 
City Administrator Ulrich advised the Anoka County Library has asked the City to support its 
grant request to fund the “Anoka County Library on the Go,” project to provide access to library 
materials and services at a satellite location in the lobby of the Ramsey City Hall.  He reviewed 
the items for which the City would be responsible, noting it will involve little to no cost and 
there is no City match requirement to the grant.  City Administrator Ulrich recommended a letter 
of support be written on behalf of the Anoka County Library’s grant application under the 
Mayor’s signature. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked whether Andover and Ramsey were competing for the grant funds. 
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City Administrator Ulrich stated his understanding that the grant funding can accommodate both 
requests and indicated a library tour is scheduled for July 28, 2012, if anyone is interested in 
attending. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to support staff’s recommendation. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to adjourn the Work Session 
meeting. 
 
The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a Special City Council Meeting on Tuesday, June 19, 2012, 
at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: Councilmember David Elvig  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 
   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

Finance Director Diana Lund  
City Clerk Jo Ann M. Thieling 
Police Chief James Way 

   City Engineer Tim Himmer 
Street Supervisor Grant Reimer 
Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 
Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

       
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the Special City Council meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the agenda 
as presented. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, McGlone, and 
Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Elvig and Strommen. 
 
4. COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
4.01: Approve Temporary Liquor License for Ramsey Lions 
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City Clerk Thieling reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to approve the 
Temporary On-Sale Liquor License to allow the Ramsey Lions to serve alcohol at The Draw 
Park on Thursday, June 21, 2012. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Tossey, Backous, and 
McGlone.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Elvig and Strommen. 
 
5. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
  
None. 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tossey, seconded by Commissioner Wise, to adjourn the Special City 
Council Meeting.   
 
Motion carried. 
 
The Special City Council Meeting was adjourned at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, June 19, 2012, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig (arrived at 6:31 p.m.) 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Member Absent: Councilmember Sarah Strommen  
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 
   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

Finance Director Diana Lund  
Police Chief James Way 
Human Resources Representative Colleen Lasher 

   City Engineer Tim Himmer 
Street Supervisor Grant Reimer 
Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 
Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the City Council Work Session to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Continued Discussion of 2013 Budget & Strategic Goals 
 
Finance Director Lund reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated his understanding the Charter Commission changed the 
newsletter requirement to a minimum of four or up to six. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich indicated the Charter Commission is holding additional discussion on 
that issue and has requested additional information from the City Attorney. 
 
Mayor Ramsey noted the intent was to make the newsletter a better publication and have the 
advertisement sales pay for its publication. 
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Finance Director Lund stated it is a bigger newsletter so the production price increased but the 
amount of advertising has decreased. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked if it would be better to go back to a lower cost newsletter production. 
 
Finance Director Lund reviewed the printing costs for the last two years, noting color printing 
also adds cost. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated the savings are minimal and the sale of advertisement will ebb and 
flow with the business economy.  He stated the City gets a lot of positive comments about the 
newsletter and the cost savings would be insignificant so he would not support a change. 
 
Mayor Ramsey suggested finding another company to sell newsletter ads or creating competition 
by using a second company. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich advised the contract with the company that sells newsletter ads is 
renewable in September so it can be considered at that time. 
 
Councilmember Tossey noted the staff reduction slide still included filling a Public Works 
position.   
 
Finance Director Lund explained the City Engineer position is still in the budget.   
 
Councilmember Tossey asked about the HRA budget. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained the HRA budget includes $130,000 for personnel costs, 
$30,000 for marketing and promotions, $40,000 for legal fees, and miscellaneous professional 
services.  This fund also pays for parking ramp fees. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked what positions are included in the $130,000 for personnel costs. 
 
Finance Director Lund reviewed the positions partially funded from the HRA budget including 
the Management Analyst, Senior Planner, ED/HRA Manager, and City Administrator. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich recommended more staff costs be pushed to the HRA rather than the 
EDA since a lot of staffing and development operational costs are due to HRA actions.  In 
addition, the EDA budget impacts the City’s tax capacity.   
 
Councilmember Tossey stated instead of transferring costs to the HRA, he wants to be 
intellectually honest because it is all funded by resident’s tax dollars. 
 
Mayor Ramsey agreed that currently the action is happening with the HRA, not the EDA. 
 
Councilmember Backous noted the HRA just spent $600,000 of EDA’s money.   
 
Councilmember McGlone asked why the ED/HRA Manager position is in the budget. 
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Finance Director Lund explained that at the last Work Session, there had been a lot of input that 
this position should be put back in the budget so it was included to show the dollar amount with 
the intent that it can be further discussed by the Council. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated if the Council is looking at cutting budgets, he would not 
support adding a position back into the budget.  He added he is having a hard time justifying 
spending $120,000 on a new telephone system. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained the current telephone system is very outdated and past the life 
of the equipment. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he had that discussion with staff and agreed the current telephone system 
is antiquated.   
 
Finance Director Lund noted the budget slide indicates one or the other; either the ED/HRA 
Manager position or the Development Management contract.   
 
Councilmember Backous agreed with the position of Councilmember McGlone on the telephone 
system.  He stated if the current system can take calls and voice mails, he would not support 
spending $120,000 to add ‘bells and whistles” at this time.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he does not feel strongly one way or the other but perhaps staff can 
provide more information on that need. 
 
Finance Director Lund presented possible funding sources for Sunwood Drive.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated most everyone has spent their savings and he thinks the City should spend 
down reserves rather than keeping a large reserve balance or borrowing/levying.  He noted the 
bulk of the Equipment Fund goes to fire trucks but the City is not buying one every year. 
 
Councilmember McGlone pointed out that having excess revenue over expenditures means the 
City taxed too much. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated it means staff did not spend their entire budget. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated in light of the fact Ramsey is looking at the option of a Fire 
District, there are some things in flux, such as whether the City needs a truck.  He stated he 
would be reluctant to support buying a fire truck until that issue is settled. 
 
Fire Chief Kapler stated he spoke with ISO staff and they advised to not change the amount of 
hauled water that each community has because the need for hauled water will not change.   
 
Mayor Ramsey asked whether the plan is to replace or add a truck. 
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Fire Chief Kapler stated it would be replacing the 1989 steel water tanker with a new plastic 
water tanker. 
 
Councilmember Elvig arrived at 6:31 p.m. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated the City has equipment doing the job today and is not looking 
to reduce capacity, whether keeping the old tanker or replacing it with a new one that is plastic.  
He asked how much insurance rates will increase for residents if this truck is not replaced. 
 
Fire Chief Kapler stated a lot of things go into that equation and the amount of hauled water is 
important to maintain the insurance rate.  He noted the Fire Department has been responsible 
with budget monies and already delayed this purchase for several years.  Fire Chief Kapler stated 
there is equipment life and this truck is getting to the “red zone.” 
 
Councilmember McGlone asked what the City does with equipment that is at the end of its life. 
 
Police Chief Way advised of a new internet-based service, like e-bay, where such equipment is 
sold to the public. 
 
Councilmember McGlone noted the truck cost $300,000. 
 
Fire Chief Kapler estimated the City may get back $20,000 for this tanker. 
 
Mayor Ramsey noted the levy is $100,000 more than last year. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained the City would be levying less than last year because of the 
decrease in taxable value of the homes. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated Council’s direction was to keep the tax capacity rate the same; 
however, at this point some things remain in flux including personnel issues.  He stated if it is the 
Council’s intent to keep it at 44.15%, staff will assure that rate. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated there still needs to be more discussion on road reconstruction 
funding. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked if this budget reduces taxes from what was paid last year. 
 
Finance Director Lund advised the tax capacity rate is still higher than last year but the property 
value has fallen. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated under this budget, residents will pay lower taxes. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated this budget would result in a 44.71% tax capacity and another 
$100,000 would have to be cut to get down to 44.15%. 
 



City Council Work Session / June 19, 2012 
Page 5 of 15 

Finance Director Lund noted the numbers from the County are estimates and additional impacts 
result from properties that appealed their valuation. 
 
Councilmember McGlone raised the option of using QCTV money to fund the telephone 
upgrades. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated he thinks there will be QCTV contributions to each member 
City in the $30,000 to $40,000 range.  Those funds are supposed to replace cameras/audio 
equipment in the Council Chambers, when needed.  However,  this fund has no restrictions and 
can be used for a telephone system. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked staff to check on the Council Chamber’s equipment because Ramsey did 
not receive new equipment. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he had wanted to start a road reconstruction plan without raising taxes and 
it appears that can happen.  He suggested staff lay out a plan for future years so there is a plan to 
keep roads in decent shape without raising taxes.  Mayor Ramsey stated he has no problem with 
staffing cuts and thinks the Council should forego making a decision on the ED/HRA Manager 
position until September/October when the budget numbers are known. 
 
Councilmember Tossey agreed it would be a good idea to delay that decision; however, he does 
not want the position removed in case the Development Manager contract is revamped.  He 
stated he also prefers to keep tax capacity the same, even if it means putting $1.4 million into 
roads instead of $1.5 million. 
 
Finance Director Lund asked whether the Council supported leaving the ED/HRA position in the 
levy amount and then making a decision after the preliminary information is available.  She 
noted the Council cannot levy higher than originally set. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to leave the HR/EDA Manager Position in the budget at this 
time. 
 
Councilmember Backous asked if it cost $1 million/mile to reconstruct roads. 
 
City Engineer Himmer advised the reconstruction cost is about $680,000 per mile. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the $1 million/mile estimate includes curb and gutter and sidewalks.  But, 
in reality, it is known those amenities will not be included on every street.  He estimated rural 
areas would cost $300,000 to $400,000 per mile. 
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed project and assessment costs and advised that the $1.5 million 
figure also includes street maintenance (overlays/sealcoats).  The City currently spends $500,000 
in sealcoats and overlays each year, leaving $1 million for reconstruction.  City Engineer 
Himmer noted there are locations in Ramsey where full depth reclamation works but the Council 
had discussed “being fair” so curb and gutter should be in all areas.  He stated his position that if 
the resident has a good road and access, they are being treated fairly. 
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Mayor Ramsey suggested this is all the more reason to have an assessment.  He noted storm 
water utility money is also going into the projects to cover part of the costs. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated he spoke with a Coon Rapids engineer and learned they are doing 
larger projects to take advantage of economy of scale.  He asked whether it would make sense 
for Ramsey to do reconstructs only once in three years or once in two years and then do a larger 
or multiple project.  He stated Ramsey could set aside money on an annual basis but instead of 
reconstructing only a mile or two, it could construct a larger project and realize those savings. 
 
Councilmember Backous asked if Coon Rapids had kept up with their roads. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated Coon Rapids has not and some roads are older.  He clarified that 
annual maintenance would be needed, he was just addressing reconstructs. 
 
Finance Director Lund asked how Coon Rapids funds reconstruct projects. 
 
City Engineer Himmer described Coon Rapids’ assessment policy, noting it has a standard rate 
for all residential lots, regardless of size, and other property was assessed on a front footage 
basis.  Coon Rapids handles all assessment hearings before starting the project so savings are 
realized in meeting time and staff time. 
 
Mayor Ramsey noted the lots in Coon Rapids are similar in size, unlike the lots in Ramsey that 
vary greatly in size. 
 
City Engineer Himmer explained that Maplewood is similar and uses the justification that each 
single-family lot puts the same volume of traffic on the road, regardless of lot size, so each pays 
its fair share into the system.  He noted in Ramsey it is different because the improvement 
received may be different. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he would like staff to prepare 5, 10 and 20 year plans for how to finance 
reconstruction projects.  He stated concern with the $750,000 coming back to engineering for 
these projects. 
 
City Engineer Himmer stated the $750,000 comes from 15% overhead on $5 million worth of 
projects:  road reconstruction at $1.5 million; Riverdale extension with sewer and water to Hope 
Fellowship and the Diamond Site at $2.5 million; and, Riverdale reconstruct with the Mississippi 
Trail at $1.5 million.  He noted, however, that none of those projects have been approved to 
move forward. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked how to justify $750,000 in overhead. 
 
City Engineer Himmer stated the Engineering Technician position needs to stay in the budget to 
handle the anticipated projects.  He noted in-house administration of the four projects he 
mentioned results in covering costs for engineering staff. 
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Mayor Ramsey stated the question is whether to staff for high times or low times.  He asked 
what the City will do next year when there are no projects to handle. 
 
Councilmember Elvig noted the Council is proposing $5 million of road work, which will bring 
in a lot of revenue to the City through engineering review and project administration. 
 
City Engineer Himmer explained the money results from the 15% administrative costs and if the 
Council is starting $1.5 million of road construction each year, starting in 2013, it will equal 
$200,000 in administrative fees.  If the Council adds other projects, that figure can easily be 
increased to $400,000 each year. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked what the City does with extra staff during years it doesn’t have $1 million 
in road projects. 
 
City Engineer Himmer noted there is also development opportunity with The COR vacant land 
and depending on what happens with the Development Management team, in-house staff can be 
used for those infrastructure projects. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked if that is the discipline of City Engineers.   
 
City Engineer Himmer stated he was referring to the design and construction of municipal 
improvements, infrastructure to support The COR development, not site planning or platting. 
 
Finance Director Lund presented one-time and short-time funding options included in the 
proposed 2013 budget and levy. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich noted when TIF 4 decertifies, it will bring back $153,000.  He 
explained that 2013 and 2014 are solid in the budget proposed, there will be some erosion in 
2015 as TIF districts fall off and Landfill Trust tipping fees are depleted.  However, to put it into 
perspective, the current balance of unrestricted landfill funds is over $2 million.  City 
Administrator Ulrich noted one-time money is being used to fund some expenditures but could 
be transferred to unrestricted funds like Capital Equipment.  Otherwise, within three years, the 
City will need growth, cutting back additional expenditures, or other revenue mechanisms. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated if property values are starting to rebound, there is a 24-month lag time 
before the City sees additional tax money.  He asked if the Transit Taxing District will be a 
separate line item. 
 
Finance Director Lund answered in the affirmative, noting it is under Metropolitan Council’s 
“other” line.  She explained if the City Council wants to offset it, the general levy would have to 
be off set by that same amount.  The Transit Taxing District will come on line in 2013.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he would like staff to prepare a plan for road reconstruction so it is known 
how those projects will be funded in the future.  He noted this budget puts $1 million into road 
reconstruction this year. 
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Finance Officer Lund asked if there was any appetite for a franchise fee or at least a 20% 
assessment so the City would have the bonding option. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich noted a majority of the Council had agreed during the previous budget 
discussion to a 20% assessment level to allow flexibility to use bonding. 
 
Councilmember Backous pointed out that this Council has said numerous times to not “kick the 
can down the road” and he believed that is what the Council is doing.  He believed the current 
proposal did not provide adequate funding for roads.  Councilmember Backous agreed the City 
needs to start somewhere but he does not think $1 million will “put a dent” in what the City 
needs to do and ‘kicks the can down the road.” 
 
Councilmember Wise agreed. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated the road reconstruction projects will hit in two to three years so, 
technically, the current proposal will “get the ball rolling” ahead of the problem, though is not a 
total fix.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he thinks it is unrealistic to get $3 million in this budget unless the Council 
raises taxes but he will not support raising taxes. 
 
Councilmember Backous pointed out that $1.5 million includes overlays and sealcoating.  He 
suggested that the answer is somewhere between $1 million and $3 million. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated some want to hire an ED/HRA Manager, but he thinks that is unrealistic. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated the City paid for a study to determine what residents want, and 
that is a franchise fee.  But, since that is not what the Council wanted to hear, it is not following 
what residents want. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he will not support a franchise fee. 
 
Councilmember Wise stated he often hears the Council does not care what other cities are doing, 
but he did not want to be so stubborn to “reinvent the wheel” every time there is a problem.  He 
noted an economy of scale and money savings can be realized once you start a project by going 
bigger.  Since one of the City’s biggest costs is road projects, it is his goal to address that issue 
and get something started in the next six months. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated franchise fees would be dedicated funding for roads, a dedicated 
tax, and he does not like dedicated funding.  He noted that is why we tax and the Council can 
decide whether to increase taxes.  Councilmember Tossey stated his support to maintain a 20% 
assessment to soften the blow and allow the option for bonding.  He stated he also supports 
looking at Councilmember Wise’s suggestions, noting it may result in paying less per mile.  He 
supported putting $1.5 million into roads, noting projects were to start two years down the road. 
 
Councilmember McGlone questioned the $750,000 “revenue” figure for engineering. 
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Finance Director Lund explained that figure relates to overhead from the three construction 
projects that could be administered by in-house staff.   
 
Councilmember McGlone noted the City used in-house staff on the water tower project but the 
engineers did not get it right and it cost an extra $100,000 to make the correction.  The same type 
of issue occurred recently in the park.  Councilmember McGlone noted when the City hires 
consultants, the consultant takes on all of the liability created.   
 
Finance Director Lund explained that if this revenue source is not included, the Council will 
need to find $750,000 in cuts. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated his preference to just charge people for what it is worth. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he is not prepared to “go down that road” to terminate all the 
City’s engineers. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated he is not making that suggestion but if consulting engineers had 
been used, the City would not need to pay $200,000 for staff screw-ups; the consultant would be 
liable and pay for that. 
 
Finance Director Lund reviewed dollars generated by different franchise fee rates. 
 
Councilmember Wise noted a large percentage of people will find it easier to pay smaller 
amounts like a franchise fee than a large assessment. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated he has never argued that franchise fees are not a tax, it is a tax, 
but it gets everybody in the game. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he already pays monthly, escrowing his property taxes, and now a 
franchise fee would be an additional payment.   
 
Councilmember Backous stated this Council did not create the problem but he does not want to 
be on the Council that ignores this problem so it becomes worse each year.   
 
Councilmember Wise stated he did not like paying the stormwater utility fee but now he 
understands the logic for it.  He felt that once people are educated about a franchise fee, they will 
not mind it. 
 
Councilmember Tossey noted that out of each dollar you earn, you only bring home 30 cents and 
the rest goes to taxes.  He stated he wants to be open and honest, will not hide behind a franchise 
fee, and would rather raise taxes and the tax capacity to 50% to get the roads done.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he was comfortable with the budget presented tonight and done talking 
about it until September or October when more information is available.   
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Councilmember Wise asked if staff can look into what would be gained by using economy of 
scale with road reconstruction or the option of combining projects so they are done every other 
year, instead of every year.  However, maintenance would need to be done yearly. 
 
Mayor Ramsey suggested that discussion occur when the pot of money is available. 
 
Councilmember Elvig noted that roads cost $700,000 per mile and asked whether $1 million will 
“make a dent.” He stated he does support better purchasing power and would like an 
understanding of the true costs.  He stated it seems that a lot of costs have been added to the 
budget and it seems the Council is missing something so he would like to meet with Finance 
Director Lund to review this information.  He noted this budget adds $900,000 to roads, not $1.5 
million as has been stated.  Councilmember Elvig stated that he would rather not hide the fee and 
go with a franchise fee, and tell residents that is what it is. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated one-time money from the Equipment Fund, is not a tax increase.  He noted 
this budget will result in residents paying less in taxes than they paid last year. 
 
Councilmember McGlone suggested the Public Works Committee discuss Councilmember 
Wise’s suggestions about the process used in Coon Rapids and economy of scale options.  He 
noted if projects are delayed for several years, costs will increase, so he would like a better 
understanding of all the issues before making a recommendation to the Council. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated road reconstruction projects were not scheduled to start until 2014 or 2015 
but this budget puts $1.5 million into the road fund this year and next year, which means the 
Council is starting something.   
 
Councilmember Tossey stated the cost of money to bond is cheaper today, which is another 
reason to look at what Councilmember Wise is suggesting. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the only way to fix the entire road problem is to raise $3 million in taxes. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated he thinks the right answer is somewhere in between and has 
never said to go with the whole $3 million.  He suggested the Council stop buying land with 
EDA funds and re-levying.  Councilmember Backous stated the Council acts as if it is so against 
raising taxes but it has raised taxes because it has spent money foolishly. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated when the City gets into the cycle of reconstructs, it is a $1 
million problem the first year. 
 
Street Supervisor Reimer advised that Garnet and Andrie Streets are the top two projects for 
reconstruction. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated there is a need to have a conversation with every project 
whether it will include concrete curb and gutter and sidewalk because that will impact the 
number of miles that can be done.  He noted that theoretically, with Garnet and Andrie Streets, 
the City would have the funds ($1.5 million) to start the program. 
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Street Supervisor Reimer stated that is correct. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated whether to include concrete curb and gutter or sidewalks can be 
discussed when considering the project. 
 
The Council discussed availability of MSA funds and asked questions of Finance Director Lund 
relating to MSA allotment. 
 
Councilmember Elvig noted the cash flow to pay for the two current bonds is lower than the $1.1 
million so there is still $400,000 available but it has been earmarked. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated the budget puts $1.5 million into the fund for three years and 
that can be used to pay for Andrie Street, plus there could be a 20% assessment and use of MSA 
funds. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated Garnet Street is south of Brookfield and was a $700,000 project. 
 
Street Supervisor Reimer agreed it is a high cost project but that will depend on what the project 
includes, such as whether to include sewer and water. 
 
Mayor Ramsey agreed a lot of the cost is sewer and water related. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated sewer and water, storm sewer, street lighting funding are also 
financing components. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked staff to provide more details on other funding scenarios and sources.  He 
asked if the Council was comfortable with the proposed 2013 budget at this point. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he was comfortable with this budget but the Council will have to 
look at it again in September. 
 
Councilmember Backous asked what was used for the estimated property value decrease. 
 
Finance Director Lund stated she had used 6.5%. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated there are still a few “balls left in the air” and he would have 
liked to see an additional $100,000 in cuts, but he was comfortable moving ahead at this point. 
 
Councilmember Backous asked about cutting the new telephone system. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained the telephone is not included in the levy portion. 
 
Councilmember McGlone noted telephone technology is moving in another direction and may be 
going to a server system in the near future, so he would want to be sure the telephone system is 
not outdated quickly. 
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City Administrator Ulrich stated the Council needs to act on the one remaining staff layoff, the 
Fire Secretary position.  He indicated if the Council agrees with this budget, it will come forward 
at the next Council meeting.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he wants to wait on the ED/HRA Manager and Engineering Tech III 
positions until better numbers are available.  He stated part of his goal was to act on staff layoffs, 
which the Council is achieving.  Mayor Ramsey stated he can live with this budget preliminarily 
until in September when the Council will set the preliminary budget.   
 
Councilmember Elvig noted the City has projects planned for this year that would generate 
revenue if administered in-house.  He stated he would like to hear what the opportunity loss is if 
the Engineering Tech III is not hired. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that is a good point because there are opportunities to generate 
revenue with the Sunwood Drive realignment and other projects.  He indicated staff can prepare 
that analysis for Council discussion.   
 
Councilmember Elvig pointed out that several years ago, the City generated a tremendous 
amount of revenue from engineering and plan check fees.  He stated if the City can generate 
another $250,000 on a $50,000 hire, it is worthwhile.  Councilmember Elvig stated he would like 
to see that analysis. 
 
Councilmember Backous questioned the City’s ability to make money “out of thin air” and stated 
he agrees with Councilmember McGlone that if it cost the City “x” number of dollars to do the 
work, that is what should be charged. 
 
Councilmember McGlone agreed and noted State Statute precludes cities from making money 
and it is only allowed to recoup costs.  He did not think the City should be making money on 
those types of services. 
 
Councilmember Wise explained that the engineering work on a project has to be done whether 
hired out or in-house.  If done in-house, a savings is realized that offsets staff costs. 
 
Councilmember Tossey raised the scenario that if a project cost $100 and engineering is paid 
$10, then why not charge the project $90. 
 
Councilmember Elvig explained there is burden and overhead costs (supervision, management, 
structure, office equipment) equaling 1.75 to 2.5 for any business that has to be covered. 
 
Councilmember Backous asked who is paying the burden. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated the project is paying the burden and it is a good deal for the City to 
spread out that burden by taking on in-house operations. 
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Finance Director Lund confirmed the overhead cost is 20% and if the work is not done in-house, 
the City would be paying out to a consultant.  For a $1 million project, the in-house savings 
would be $200,000.  She explained how the funds would be transferred from the Water Fund to 
the General Fund to pay back in-house engineers for their time. 
 
Councilmember McGlone disagreed that it is cheaper because government does it and asked who 
paid for staff’s mistake on the water tower.  He stated the Council needs to factor in the real cost 
of employees. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated he has never heard about the burden of 1.75 to 2.5 times the cost but thinks 
that needs to be considered. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich noted the overhead cost is fixed whether the City has 5 or 50 people. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated he has no problem with the private sector charging overhead 
and profit but the government should not be doing so. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained that .15 or .20 is the standard engineering overhead fee and if 
bidding out a project, it will include a percentage of the total construction cost.   
 
Councilmember McGlone asked whether the consideration was to hire someone because the City 
needs them or hiring someone to make money on them. 
 
Finance Director Lund noted with the Riverdale project, if the City hires out the entire project, 
the consultant will bill the City 20% overhead.  So, the City can pay the consultant or have in-
house staff do it and recoup the costs to the General Fund. 
 
Councilmember McGlone asked if that is legal. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated there is a difference between profit and overhead, and the difference 
is scale.  He stated the City has the amount of scale needed to support the City and wants to push 
spreading the burden, not push it to the private sector and raise the cost of doing businesses 
internally. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated the City is charging taxpayers for overhead. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the cost is paid regardless so the only question is whether to do it 
internally and keep the money inside or send it to the consultant.  He agreed there is a cost if 
staff screws up that has to be factored into the equation since the contractor fixes it for free.   
 
The Council discussed recent road projects that resulted in additional costs to make corrections 
due to lack of and/or inadequate inspection. 
 
Councilmember Elvig asked staff to identify the cost per mile and first five reconstruction 
projects for additional discussion. 
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Councilmember Wise noted his suggestion to undertake road reconstruction projects once every 
two years results in additional staff costs the year there is no reconstruction project, which may 
be a concern. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to move forward with the 2013 budget proposal and directed 
staff to provide additional information on the Engineering Tech III and ED/HRA Manager 
positions and projects that resulted in additional costs due to in-house staff error. 
 
3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed agenda items for future meetings. 
 
3.01: Youth Camp Update 
 
Fire Chief Kapler provided an update on Youth Camp and thanked staff who assisted. 
 
Police Chief Way explained why Youth Camp was located at Lord of Life Church, noting it also 
requires less set up and has easier access. 
 
3.02: Meeting Efficiencies 
 
Councilmember Wise stated the Council has discussed being more efficient and having fewer 
meetings to reduce costs. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated his preference for more meetings in shorter duration. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed August meeting conflicts that result in the need to 
reschedule or cancel meetings. 
 
Mayor Ramsey suggested the agenda items be considered to determine whether a meeting is 
necessary. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reminded the Council he will be attending the League of Cities 
Conference. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the Work 
Session meeting. 
 
The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, June 26, 2012, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig (arrived at 6:35 p.m.) 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Member Absent: None  
  
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

City Engineer Tim Himmer 
Finance Director Diana Lund 
Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Human Resources Representative Colleen Lasher 
Parks and Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 
Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 
Street Superintendent Reimer 

   Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson  
Management Analyst Patrick Brama 
City Attorney William Goodrich 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the City Council Work Session to order at 6:24 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Since the owner of Independent Auto had not yet arrived, the Council decided to first consider 
Case 2.02. 
 
2.02: Consider Environmental Policy Board’s (EPB’s) Draft Annual Work Plan  
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember McGlone noted residents care a lot about their lawns and asked if the EPB had 
considered how to help residents in that regard. 
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EPB Chairperson Michael Max stated the EPB’s website includes information on water 
conservation, vegetation, alternatives to grass, fertilizing techniques, and soil conditions.  He 
advised that part of the challenge is not the content, but distribution of the content. 
 
Councilmember Strommen noted to address the emphasis on community awareness, there was an 
opportunity to work with the Lower Rum River Water Management Organization (LRRWMO).  
She indicated the LRRWMO has education requirements as part of its Water Management Plan 
and the PCA is also interested in citizen engagement. 
 
Councilmember Backous asked if the City has considered providing a link from the EPB 
webpage beyond the names of members and contact information. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that information can be linked to 
the City’s webpage including the EPB’s Work Plan.  He indicated there is also potential to 
include an icon on the City’s home page to ease linkage to the EPB and Environmental Services 
pages. 
 
Councilmember Elvig arrived at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated he is the Council’s liaison to the EPB and advised of the need 
for flexibility to allow the EPB to make recommendations to the Council on items that may not 
be included in the approved Work Plan.  In addition, it was felt there was need for better two-
way communication. 
 
Mayor Ramsey asked what was meant by “Develop Ecological Standards (or BMPs) and an 
Educational/Awareness Campaign for Developers/Development.” 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson explained the intent is not to create new 
regulations but create a package of best management practices that could be marketed through 
developments as a sustainable way of doing business and to attract clients to their development 
sites.  The primary intent is educational in nature. 
 
Mayor Ramsey noted Anoka County is interested in a point for recycling and has applied for 
grants. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson advised the City has an opportunity to 
apply for up to $50,000 without a required match to support enhancement of its recycling 
program.  The emphasis of Anoka County is to develop three to four regional recycling centers 
to serve residents throughout Anoka County, not a specific community.  In addition, Anoka 
County alluded to additional funding for staffing of a year-round collection center. 
 
Mayor Ramsey suggested the EPB become involved with the wetland complex in Draw Park to 
let residents know it exists, possibly with educational opportunities. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson indicated it is not the EPB’s 
responsibility to facilitate that wetland. 
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Parks and Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated he will contact the PACT Charter 
School to remind them of this resource and other projects the City has undertaken. 
 
Councilmember Backous noted Anoka Ramsey students had done a good job with kiosks and 
that may be another opportunity. 
 
Parks and Public Works Superintendent Riverblood agreed there may be opportunity for college 
students to serve as mentors for PACT students since they may be going into the educational 
realm. 
 
Mayor Ramsey thanked the EPB for its work including with the Environmental Expo. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated the long-term EPB members have done a great job “getting the 
ball rolling” and now three competent new members were added so it will pick up momentum 
and accomplish some great things.  He stated his appreciation to the EPB for its work on behalf 
of Ramsey. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson asked the Council if it wanted to 
incorporate anything into the EPB Work Plan. 
 
The Council indicated the opportunity to coordinate with the LRRWMO could be included and if 
new issues come up mid-year, the EPB should bring those issues before the Council. 
 
John Enstrom, EPB Commissioner, stated he has been attending the LRRWMO meetings for a 
long time and reports on those activities before the EPB. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to support approval of the Environmental Policy Board’s 
Annual Work Plan as amended to add coordination with the LRRWMO. 
 
2.01: Review Lease Terms for Independent Auto at 6745 Highway 10 NW 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich read the lease terms prohibiting assigning or subleasing without City 
approval.  He advised the remedy would be to cancel the Independent Auto lease if determined 
to be subleasing. 
 
Councilmember Wise noted First Choice Towing has a sign so Independent Auto must be 
subleasing.  In addition, the Sign Ordinance prohibits having a sign that is not on your property. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill stated that is correct and only temporary signage could be allowed.  He 
explained staff struggles with the issue if there are contracted services and noted the Council 
may want to address it in the Sign Ordinance. 
 
Councilmember Strommen asked what is the objection. 
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Senior Planner Gladhill stated the objection received is that it appears First Choice Towing is 
subleasing from Independent Auto without the City’s consent based on the signage and parking 
of First Choice Towing vehicles on the subject property. 
 
Councilmember Strommen noted Independent Auto is an auto service business so it is logical 
there should be a towing relationship.  She stated this does not offend her but she understands the 
need to address the lease if it is being violated.  Councilmember Strommen pointed out that 
towing is integral to this type of business and she supports fixing the technical issue. 
 
Councilmember McGlone reviewed that this towing business was operating and subsequently 
received a home occupation permit at a residence.  He indicated First Choice Towing is the same 
business owner and asked if it has grown to have more trucks and employees than authorized in 
the home occupation permit.  Councilmember McGlone stated the sign issue needs to be 
addressed as well as garage liability so the City is not liable.  He cautioned that a towing 
company would bring in leaky and flammable vehicles from accidents.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated his concern relates to City liability and exposure and agreed with the need 
to also address fire standards. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated he had no problem with this type of a business being in this 
location or the signage or truck parking but this business is the same one found to be in violation 
when it made application for a home occupation permit and now it is getting caught again.   
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he thinks the concern should be with the owner of Independent 
Auto who has a lease with the City.  He noted the owner has stated he is not leasing space and as 
far as leaky vehicles and towed vehicles, that should have been addressed when the lease was 
negotiated for this auto repair shop.    Councilmember Elvig asked how a citizen knew about the 
City’s leasing agreement and signage restrictions. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill explained staff is working with the City Attorney to investigate 
allegations with the home occupation permit to determine if violations are occurring.  That is an 
ongoing investigation and a separate issue. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated it boils down to this being a City-owned property so from a 
liability standpoint, the City needs to know the tenant or subtenant is using the property for 
business.   
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he also questions who the City is going after.  He asked what is 
the City’s liability if First Choice Towing is operating without a sublease in hand. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich advised there would be no City liability for that because the landlord 
(Independent Auto) is responsible for the entire property and a $2 million liability policy is 
required in addition to insurance on the building.  With regard to the sign, the ordinance says if a 
sign is placed without approval, the City may remove the same without liability and charge the 
expense to the tenant.   
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Councilmember Backous noted if the City is sued it will have to defend itself.  He stated the City 
needs to know who the tenants are, especially since it is now on notice. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich noted Independent Auto is saying it is not subleasing. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated it seems there is “heartburn” with the business alleged to be 
subletting.  He stated he wants to be sure the City goes after the right party.   
 
Mayor Ramsey stated his issue is with liability. 
 
Councilmember Strommen asked, if there are two tenants, how does liability change since the 
lease agreement says the City is not liable. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich explained the City has a lease with the tenant who is responsible for the 
whole property unless he subleases and the City approves the sublease.  The tenant is allowed to 
have a legal commercial business, if insured. 
 
Councilmember Strommen asked how liability changes if there is a sublease and the City 
approves it. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich advised the City looks to additional insurance from a subtenant and that 
would also relieve the tenant of some liability since a portion would be taken over by the 
subtenant. 
 
Councilmember Strommen noted the City’s position is unchanged if it approves the sublease and 
gets additional insurance.  She asked if there is any prohibition to prevent an outside towing 
company from bringing in a vehicle that Independent Auto is working on. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich stated that question relates to zoning and he is not sure it would prohibit 
towing. 
 
Councilmember Tossey suggested either Independent Auto come forward with the sublease or 
the City remove the sign advertising First Choice Towing. 
 
Councilmember Backous clarified the sign is not the issue because towing can still occupy the 
building. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated the City may have a $2 million insurance requirement but that 
will go quickly and then the City will be “on the hook.” 
 
Councilmember Strommen suggested the City just fix the paperwork (lease) and move on. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to direct staff to determine if subleasing is occurring at 
Independent Auto, 6745 Highway 10 NW, and report back to the City Council. 
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2.02: Consider Environmental Policy Board’s (EPB’s) Draft Annual Work Plan  
 
This item was considered prior to Case 2.01. 
 
2.03: Discussion Regarding Contracted Building Official Services 
 
Due to the late hour, this item was not considered. 
 
3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
3.01: Review Future Work Session Topics / Calendar 
 
Noted. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Ramsey declared the Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 26, 2012, at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 
   City Engineer Tim Himmer 
   Finance Director Diana Lund  
   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 
   City Clerk Jo Ann Thieling 

Human Resources Representative Colleen Lasher 
   Parks and Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 
   Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 
   Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

Management Analyst Patrick Brama 
   City Attorney William Goodrich 
   Development Manager Darren Lazan 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:04 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 
 
2.01: Presentation for Recognition of Twenty Consecutive Years as a Tree City USA 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill described the components required to be recognized as a Tree City USA 
and extended appreciation to Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson, Parks and 
Public Works Superintendent Riverblood, and the Environmental Policy Board.   
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Mayor Ramsey presented the Tree City USA Award to EPB Chair Max and Board Members, 
noting their efforts were instrumental in Ramsey receiving this award for twenty consecutive 
years. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson introduced EPB Members in attendance 
and thanked the Parks, Streets, and Engineering staff for their work that resulted in this 
recognition. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
John Enstrom, 8702 – 181st Avenue NW, suggested the City consider instituting a rodent bounty 
system and offered assistance in training how to trap rodents. 
 
Levi Dargis, 6741 – 157th Lane NW, stated his road was paved last year and is already falling 
apart.  He described the large sized holes that were not fixed before being paved and stated 
residents are not happy with the project they paid for. 
 
City Administrative Ulrich stated engineering staff will explore options and address issues before 
the warranty expires.  It was indicated this item could be considered by the Public Works 
Committee at its July 17, 2012, meeting. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the following 
items on the Consent Agenda as revise to remove Item 4:14: 
 
4.01: Receive Cash and Investments for Period Ending May 31, 2012 
4.02: Note the following Boards and Commissions Meeting Minutes: 

1) Planning Commission meeting minutes dated May 3, 2012 
2) Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes dated May 7, 2012 
3) Economic Development Authority meeting minutes dated May 10, 2012 

4.03: Consider Escrow Agreement for Property Identification Number Division at 14503 
Bowers Drive; Case of Ann Tolkinen 

4.04: Approve Exemption for a Gambling License for Wounded Warriors Guide Service, Inc. 
4.05: Approve Purchase of Customer Request Management (CRM) Software 
4.06: Adopt Resolution #12-06-087 Approving Cash Disbursement Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of June 7, 2012, 
through June 20, 2012 

4.07:  Adopt Resolution #12-06-088 to Enter into a Contract with the MN DNR for 
Community Forest Bonding Grant Monies for North Commons Landscaping 

4.08: Adopt Resolution #12-06-089 Authorizing Partial Payment to Knutson Construction for 
IP10-22 Municipal Parking Ramp, Phase II 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #12-06-090 Authorizing Final Payment to Dryden Excavating for IP 
10-24; Wetland 656 W Outlet 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #12-06-091 Authorizing Partial Payment to Sandstrom Land 
Management, LLC for IP 09-24 COR Wetland Mitigation 



 

City Council / June 26, 2012 
Page 4 of 12 

4.11: Adopt Resolution #12-06-092 Authorizing Final Payment to Dryden Excavating for IP 
10-32; 176th Avenue Culvert Replacement 

4.12: Adopt Resolution #12-06-093 to Authorize a Paid-on-call Firefighter Recruitment and 
Streamline Future Recruitments 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #12-06-094 Assigning an Approved Conditional Use Permit for Motor 
Vehicle Sales at 6740 Highway 10 NW to MSM Auto LLC 

4.14: Adopt Resolution #12-06-XXX Declaration of the City of Ramsey that the City has 
Adopted the Corresponding 10 Performance Measures developed by the Council on 
Local Results and Innovation (Created by the Legislature in 2010)  This item was 
removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as Item 7.9. 

 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the agenda as 
revised to add Item 7.10, Consider Resolution #12-06-XXX to Offer a Voluntary Early 
Separation Program. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous, McGlone, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing:  Application for Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License; Case of 
Fairway Liquors, 5900 – 167th Avenue NW 

 
Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:17 p.m. in order to 
conduct a public hearing. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:17 p.m. 
 
Presentation 
 
City Clerk Thieling reviewed the staff report. 
 
Bruce Mathson introduced himself and stated he is excited to reopen as Fairway Liquors. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
There was none. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to close the public hearing. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Council Business 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to approve an On-Sale 
Intoxicating Liquor License application for Bruce Mathson of Atlantic Cargo Company, Inc., 
d/b/g Fairway Liquors. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Tossey, Backous, Elvig, 
McGlone, and Strommen.  Voting No: None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a Church in the H-
1 Highway 10 Business District on the Property Located at 6937 Highway 10 NW; 
Case of Freedom Christian Church 

 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to adopt Resolution 
#12-06-XXX adopting Findings of Fact relating to the request for an Interim Use Permit. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember McGlone stated his support to limit approval to a term of 
five years.  Mayor Ramsey declared the motion to be out of order since it supported staff’s 
recommendation that the term be tied to an event, not a yearly term. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to adopt Resolution 
#12-06-095 adopting Findings of Fact #0903 relating to the request for an Interim Use Permit. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Tossey, Backous, 
Elvig, Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to adopt Resolution 
#12-06-096 approving the request for an Interim Use Permit that will expire in five years 
maximum and declaring the terms as proposed, subject to review of the City Attorney and 
contingent upon receiving written consent of the Subject Property owner. 
 
Further discussion: In response to the Council’s questions, Associate Planner/Environmental 
Coordinator Anderson indicated State Statute requires a public hearing for renewal of or a new 
Interim Use Permit.  He stated the costs would be a $200 application fee and $600 escrow to 
cover the cost to publish the public hearing notice, mailing, and staff time to process the 
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application.  Councilmember Tossey stated his intent to vote against the motion, preferring 
staff’s recommendation to streamline the process by tying the term to an event as opposed to an 
arbitrary date.   
 
Amendment motion by Mayor Ramsey that the City to reimburse permit and escrow soft costs 
(i.e., publication costs) in consideration of the hardship caused to this nonprofit.   
 
Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Original motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Elvig, 
Backous, Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: Councilmember Tossey. 

7.02: Consider Approval of Environmental Policy Board’s 2012-2013 Work Plan  
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Strommen, to adopt 
Resolution #12-06-097 approving the EPB’s annual work plan as amended to coordinate with the 
Lower Rum River Water Management Organization. 
 
Further discussion:  The Council acknowledged its discussion during Work Session asking the 
EPB to notify the Council should an item come up mid-year for inclusion in the Work Plan.  
Councilmember Backous recognized the EPB members, past and present, and thanked each for 
their efforts on behalf of Ramsey. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Strommen, Elvig, 
McGlone, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.03: Consider East Side Oil Equipment Lease  
 
Councilmember McGlone recused himself due to a potential conflict of interest and left the 
Council Chambers at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich indicated the lease contains standard indemnity language recommended 
by the League of Minnesota Cities that requires East Side Oil Company to hold the City harmless 
for things like malfunction of equipment should a spill occur. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey seconded by Councilmember Wise, to authorize staff to execute an 
equipment lease agreement that contains environmental indemnity language to protect the City in 
the event of an oil spill, with East Side Oil Companies, subject to review by the City Attorney as 
to legal form. 
 
Further discussion:  The Council discussed that this service is of benefit for the City’s residents 
and the lease contains a 30-day termination should it be found the program is not working.  A 
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suggestion was made to ask the EPB to review the program in one year to determine if it is 
successful and make a recommendation.  Concern was expressed by several Councilmembers 
that the indemnity language was only good if the company was still in business and they 
supported better positioning to assure the City is protected.  It was pointed out that the Council 
had previously directed staff to explore the option of East Side Oil Companies leasing City land 
for its equipment, which would better position the City to limit liability.  Associate 
Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson explained staff was confident the indemnity 
language and positive response from other communities placed the City in a good position, but 
would have no issue exploring a lease-back opportunity with Eastside Oil Company. 
 
Substitute motion by Mayor Ramsey seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to postpone 
consideration of equipment lease agreement with East Side Oil Companies to the next meeting to 
allow time for staff to explore a lease-back option with East Side Oil Companies. 
 
Substitute motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember McGlone. 
 
Councilmember McGlone returned at 7:48 p.m. 

7.04: Authorize Interim City Engineer Contract  
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report and presented the contract costs, noting the 
Hakanson Anderson proposal was for a $8,600/month stipend but included development review, 
plat and other reviews. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to accept the Hakanson Anderson 
proposal and appoint Hakanson Anderson as the Interim City Engineer. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.05: Approve Comprehensive Utility Reports; Sanitary Sewer and Water System Studies  
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to adopt the 2012 
Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer and Water System Studies. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.06: Consider Award of Contract for City Improvement Project 12-20; Sunwood Drive 
Realignment  

 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report and projects that the City would administer in-
house.  He noted the contract includes two inspectors and there is flexibility within the WSB and 
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Landform contracts to use the engineering professional services budget if someone is needed.  
City Engineer Himmer explained how the $175,000 construction administration would be 
divided between the City, WSB, Landform, and legal. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to adopt Resolution #12-06-
098 Awarding a Contract for the City Improvement Project 12-20; Sunwood Drive Realignment 
to North Pine Aggregate in the amount of $2,342,825.82. 
 
Further discussion: City Engineer Himmer responded to the Council’s request for additional 
information relating to “who is doing what” with this project and clarified the Landform contract 
is with the HRA and this is a City contact.  It was noted the JPA allows Anoka County to have 
some say on who is contracted for its jobs and had indicated a preference for WSB.  City 
Engineer Himmer and City Administrator Ulrich reviewed funding sources.  Development 
Manager Lazan responded to concerns expressed relating to “lack of sales” and generation of 
land proceeds to fund this project by advising of purchase agreements with Jeffrey Wise, a 
second user in that quadrant, and negotiations for West 30 sites.  Development Manager Lazan 
addressed the construction administration component of the contract and advocated for awarding 
Landform with construction staking, suggesting it is in Landform’s “wheelhouse” and Landform 
is better positioned to complete that work.  City Administrator Ulrich described staff’s 
interpretation of the Landform contract, noting a preference is given to Landform for projects 
within The COR.  However, a distinction was drawn between HRA projects versus City rights-
of-way projects.  City Attorney Goodrich stated he would need to review the Landform contract 
before rendering an opinion.  The Council discussed the competitive bid that had been received, 
noting it was $500,000 lower than estimated, which addressed some of the funding concerns.  It 
was noted the Council needed to reach a decision before expiration of the $500,000 LRIP grant 
and $1.7 million funding from Anoka County.  City Administrator Ulrich clarified it is possible 
to award the contract, move forward with the City doing some of the construction administration, 
and then decide on the staking contract at the July 10, 2012, once more facts are gathered 
relating to Landform’s contract.  City Engineer Himmer stated this contract award could be a 
stand-alone consideration; however, a decision is needed within a week or two because data has 
to be transferred and signage posted.   
 
Substitute motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to postpone 
consideration of Award of Contract for City Improvement Project 12-20; Sunwood Drive 
Realignment, pending close of purchase agreements. 
 
Further discussion:  The Council discussed the substitute motion to postpone.  It was noted the 
road project is required to bring buyers for the sites; however, it was also noted that buyers 
would know the City was committed to build the roads once the sites were purchased so the City 
could lower its risk by delaying road construction until purchase agreements were in hand.  City 
Engineer Himmer advised the bids are good for 30 days.  Councilmember Wise stated his intent 
to participate in the vote on this item since Wiser Choice Liquors now has a purchase agreement, 
that dollar amount is not going to change, and the motion under consideration relates to a road 
project. 
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Substitute motion failed.  Voting Yes:  Councilmembers Elvig and Backous.  Voting No:  Mayor 
Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.   
 
City Attorney Goodrich indicated the City Council had previously given direction to proceed 
with purchase agreements for road rights-of-way.   
 
City Engineer Himmer noted acquisition of Wiser Choice Liquors is included in the $2.7 million, 
which was approved at the last Council meeting. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich advised that the site acquired by Wiser Choice Liquors has the option 
for an alternate access from Sunwood Drive in case this project does not move forward.  Thus, 
that relocation and purchase is not predicated on this road project. 
 
The Council debated the merits of the Sunwood Drive Realignment project, each stating their 
position, for or against.   
 
Councilmembers Tossey, McGlone, and Wise advocated strongly to proceed with award of the 
contract as recommended by staff. 
 
Councilmember  Elvig stated he understands the need for this project but is concerned with 
timing and funding, wanting to understand all costs including acquisition before awarding bids to 
assure the City’s funds were not dangerously depleted. 
 
Councilmember Strommen asked questions of staff relating to funding for this project and 
impact on utility funds. 
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the $5.35 million funding package as presented in March, 
noting the only difference is to add street lighting, which will be a separate contract with 
Connexus, and the temporary road on Zeolite Street.  He described how he analyzed the bid, line 
by line, to identify items related to water, storm water, and sanitary sewer.  The funding being 
presented reflects real bid prices and correlate to those specific items plus a small overhead for 
engineering components.   
 
Finance Director Lund advised there are healthy balances in the Water Utility Fund, Stormwater 
Utility Fund, and Sanitary Sewer Fund to cover these costs.  With regard to the Equipment Fund, 
Finance Director Lund indicated the 2013 budget contains $581,000 of equipment purchases and 
the Council will determine whether to issue equipment certificates or use the Equipment Fund. 
 
Councilmember Backous stated he thought Councilmember Elvig’s motion was worthwhile to 
lower the City’s risk, but he supported this effort to get ready for the overpass, which is key to 
developing The COR. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Backous, McGlone, 
Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: Councilmember Elvig. 
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7.07: Consider Award of Contract for City Improvement Project 12-00; 2012 Street 
Maintenance Program  

 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report and explained bids from the previous year are 
used to determine engineer’s estimates. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution 
#12-06-099, awarding a contract for City Improvement Project 12-00; 2012 Street Maintenance 
Program, to Allied Blacktop in the amount of $514,110.74. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.08: Adopt Ordinance Amending Chapter 8 (Public Improvements and Special 
Assessments) of the City Charter as Recommended by the Charter Commission  

 
City Attorney Goodrich reviewed the staff report and advised of required Council votes for 
passage depending on the percentage of petitioning property. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to waive the requirement of 
the City’s Charter to read aloud the ordinance and adopt the Charter Commission recommended 
Ordinance #12-08 Amending Chapter 8 (Public Improvement and Special Assessment). 
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
 
Councilmember Elvig  aye 
Councilmember Backous aye 
Councilmember McGlone aye 
Councilmember Tossey aye 
Councilmember Strommen aye 
Councilmember Wise  aye 
Mayor Ramsey  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

7.09: Adopt Resolution #12-06-XXX Declaration of the City of Ramsey that the City has 
Adopted the Corresponding 10 Performance Measures developed by the Council on 
Local Results and Innovation (Created by the Legislature in 2010)  

 
The Council thanked staff for bringing forward this program for Performance Measures, noting it 
will provide translation between dollars or percentage of budget spent on service to level of 
service residents receive.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Strommen, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to adopt Resolution 
#12-06-100, Declaration of the City of Ramsey that the City has Adopted the Corresponding 10 
Performance Measures developed by the Council. 



 

City Council / June 26, 2012 
Page 11 of 12 

 
Further discussion: The Council discussed opportunities to use the $3,000 grant to obtain 
resident input and indicated this would be discussed at a future Work Session.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Strommen, Elvig, Backous, 
McGlone, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
 
Councilmember Wise left the Council Chambers at 9:10 p.m. 

7.10: Consider Resolution #12-06-XXX to Offer a Voluntary Early Separation Program 
 
Human Resources Representative Lasher reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Strommen, to adopt Resolution 
#12-06-101, to Offer a Voluntary Early Separation Program. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Strommen, Backous, 
Elvig, and McGlone.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Wise. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
Mayor Ramsey announced the City Council Work Session on July 3, 2012, has been cancelled. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich announced upcoming meeting schedules and events.  He thanked City 
Engineer Himmer for his great work on behalf of the City of Ramsey and wished him well as the 
Coon Rapids City Engineer. 
 
Councilmember Elvig presented Sunwood Drive Realignment Project estimates that had been 
presented and discussed in March. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 9:13 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator  
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ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, July 10, 2012, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
  
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 
   Police Chief James Way  
   Parks and Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 
   Street Superintendent Grant Reimer 
   Human Resources Representative Colleen Lasher 

Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 
   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

City Attorney William Goodrich 
Development Manager Darren Lazan 
Interim Engineer Ron Wagner 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the City Council Work Session to order at 6:13 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Consider Request from Ramsey Raceway re: Use of Community Sign 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to support the request of Ramsey Raceway to use the 
community sign to advertise the Raceway’s schedule. 
 
2.02: Discussion Regarding Contracted Building Official Services  
 
Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 



City Council Work Session / July 10, 2012 
Page 2 of 6 

 
Mayor Ramsey stated he has received many compliments on Permit Technician Katy Okerstrom 
and asked why that position is not being considered for a salary increase. 
 
Human Resources Representative Lasher advised of her meeting with Ms. Okerstrom and 
indicated she will be looking into whether Ms. Okerstrom is working outside of her job 
description. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill stated he has also received compliments on the Permit Technician and 
thinks there is opportunity to find avenues to reward for her hard work.  However, he needs more 
time to meet with Permit Technician Okerstrom to better understand her work duties before 
making that recommendation. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated his support to stay with a building inspection contractor at $50/hour, 
especially when considering the costs for an employee during the winter when inspections are 
not needed. 
 
Councilmember Elvig agreed and asked whether turnover is an issue with residents. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill indicated the general resident will not notice but certain builders will 
notice a staff change.  He advised the City had two good inspectors from Inspectron that worked 
well and noted that turnover can happen on contract or employee.  Senior Planner Gladhill stated 
another consideration is the learning curve and advised that the contracted building official is 
still learning some of Ramsey’s processes but the Permit Technician is also there to provide 
consistency. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he has no problem with reducing the contract inspector’s hours 
during winter months and while there has been an up tick in building permits, he thinks it can be 
balanced. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill noted the Council had looked at building permit fees to determine if 
adjustments were needed.  Once staff knows whether the Council supports contracted services, 
that analysis can be completed. 
 
Councilmember Strommen stated she has no strong feelings on this issue but the staff report 
indicates the City would benefit from cost savings if it went with an on-staff building official so 
there would be no saving with a contractor unless the winter hours are cut back.  She stated her 
concern with the potential for turnover, which may happen more often with contractors who are 
looking for full-time work elsewhere.  Councilmember Strommen noted builders want to talk 
with the same inspector instead of re-starting that conversation with another inspector. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill confirmed that Inspectron has provided good service and inspectors. 
 
Councilmember McGlone noted there is more flexibility with a contractor and the staff report is 
based on an FTE; however, there is no intention to keep inspections full time during winter 
months. 
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Senior Planner Gladhill stated that is true with inspections and asked how many hours the 
Council supports for the Building Official.   
 
Councilmember McGlone advocated for hiring a building intern to handle septic tank letters.  He 
stated he is not interested in a proposal with St. Francis for shared service because that person is 
probably looking for a full-time government job and will move into another position, resulting in 
turnover. 
 
Councilmember Strommen stated that is not correct since Ramsey will hire full time and shop 
out hours to other cities. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated he has received many accolades about the building department 
as it is today so he thinks today’s service level is higher than it has ever been and would not 
support a change. 
 
Councilmember Tossey noted the City can send a contracted Building Official home when there 
is no work. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill concurred that is the case with contracted services but not with a full-
time Building Official.  He noted another option is to hire a part-time Building Official, which 
would provide some flexibility. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he has heard good comments on Inspectron’s inspectors and 
suggested the Council consider the FTE option only if building up ticks. 
 
Mayor Ramsey reiterated his support to continue with contracted services and suggested a 
wintertime plan to reduce the Building Official’s hours be established for specific days, such as 
every Monday and Friday. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill agreed it would be best to identify set days. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to continue with contracted building official services. 
 
2.03: City Owned Land Inventory Update: Peltzer Park, Windsorwood, Dedicated Lands  
 
Informational; no action required. 
 
Mayor Ramsey reordered the agenda to next consider Item 2.05. 

2.05: Lower Rum River Water Management Organization (LRRWMO) – 
Implementation of Third Generation Plan; New Development Requirements  

 
Interim Engineer Wagner reviewed the staff report. 
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Councilmember Strommen advised that the LRRWMO will continue discussion on this item at 
its July meeting and vote on it in August.  She explained this item relates to one piece of the 
Third Generation Plan implementation.  The LRRWMO has requirements in place and wants to 
ensure the public does not pay for private projects.  However, some projects and surety 
requirements are already covered by member cities.  The discussion has been if these are already 
covered by member cities in development agreements, should it be handled by the LRRWMO.  
The general preference expressed is that it be handled by member cities.  Since this is a 
LRRWMO requirement, there is a preference for consistency between member cities.  
Councilmember Strommen stated the LRRWMO is requesting feedback in how its requirements 
compare to what member cities are already requiring. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated when talking about the surety or bond, he supports requiring a letter 
of credit held by the City.  He felt the LRRWMO is not structured to handle those types of funds. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated his concern is that the LRRWMO has prevue over a “heartburn 
issue” for all developers and property owners.  He stated he wants to better understand the issues, 
thinks the LRRWMO adds cost to a project, and asked if Ramsey can set the surety number. 
 
Mayor Ramsey agreed that the Council needs to get more information about the LRRWMO, the 
Third Generation Plan, and the City’s requirements for its membership.   
 
Councilmember Strommen clarified that the requirements are already set in the Third Generation 
Plan and the LRRWMO is now looking at how to implement the Plan.  The member cities have 
indicated they are already requiring those sureties so the LRRWMO does not need to do it.  The 
other issue is if the level of surety should be consistent between member cities since it is a 
LRRWMO requirement. 
 
Councilmember McGlone asked whether Ramsey already takes sureties for these projects so 
developers are being required to place double sureties. 
 
Councilmember Strommen noted that is the issue so the City is being asked to consider who 
should require the surety, the City or LRRWMO, and the amount of the surety.  She suggested a 
cost comparison be provided so the Council can address the potential impact. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the Council needs more information, such as an executive summary of the 
Third Generation Plan.  He stated he had voted against the wetland standards while serving on 
the LRRWMO. 
 
Councilmember Strommen stated she will provide an update on Ramsey’s consideration at the 
LRRWMO’s July meeting. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to direct staff to provide an executive summary of the Third 
Generation Plan and present a comparison of Ramsey’s surety requirement with the LRRWMO’s 
surety requirement. 
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2.04: Attorney/Client Privileged Discussion Relating to the Isanti County District Court 
Litigation Titled Isanti County vs. Keith Kiefer vs. City of Ramsey – Portions of this 
case will be closed to the public 

 
City Attorney Goodrich advised that under Minnesota Statutes, the meeting can move into closed 
session to discuss pending litigation.  He indicated closed session discussion will relate to the 
Isanti County District Court litigation titled: Isanti County vs. Keith Kiefer vs. City of Ramsey.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Strommen, to move to closed 
session to discuss confidential client attorney negotiations.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Strommen, Backous, 
Elvig, McGlone, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 
 
The City Council meeting moved into a closed session at 6:48 p.m.   
 
The City Council reconvened in open session at 6:51 p.m. 

2.05: Lower Rum River Water Management Organization (LRRWMO) – 
Implementation of Third Generation Plan; New Development Requirements  

 
This item was considered prior to Item 2.04. 
 
3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
City Administrator Ulrich presented future topics and asked the Council to direct requests 
through his office. 
 
Councilmember Elvig requested City Administrator Ulrich address staff levels at a future Work 
Session. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated his support to streamline the process for Council consideration if non-
controversial in nature. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Ramsey declared the Work Session of the City Council adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
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Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 10, 2012, at the Ramsey 
Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone (arrived at 7:02 p.m.) 

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 
   Police Chief James Way 

City Clerk Jo Ann Thieling 
   Street Superintendent Grant Reimer 
   Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 
   City Attorney William Goodrich 

Development Manager Darren Lazan 
Interim Engineer Ron Wagner 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 
 
None. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the 
following items on the Consent Agenda: 
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4.01: Note Name Change of Whiskey Jack’s to Willy McCoys 
4.02: Accept Resident Petition to Consider the Installation of a 4-Way Stop Sign at 145th Lane 

and Tungsten Way 
4.03: Consider Request for Amendment to Declaration of Easements at 8071 Riverdale Drive 

NW; Case of Arbor Commercial Group  
4.04: Approve the Following City Council Meeting Minutes: 

1) City Council – Regular Meeting – May 22, 2012 
2) City Council – Regular Meeting – June 12, 2012 

4.05: Approve Licenses: 
Special Events 

City of Ramsey – Happy Days, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, MN 55303 
Peddler/Solicitor 

Southwestern Advantage, 2451 Atrium Way, Nashville, TN  37214 
4.06: Introduce Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 10 – Animals, Article III Dogs 
4.07: Introduce Ordinance Amending the City Code Relating to Noise Nuisance/Sound Levels 
4.08: Adopt Resolution #12-07-102 Approving Cash Disbursements made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of June 21, 2012 
through July 5, 2012 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #12-07-103 Establishing an Absentee Ballot Board in the City o 
Ramsey 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #12-07-104 Appointing Election Judges for the Primary Election on 
August 14, 2012 

 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, Strommen, 
Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember McGlone. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember McGlone. 
 
Councilmember McGlone arrived at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Due to an error in the “Ramsey City Council Candidates” article in the Ramsey Resident relating 
to At Large Ward 4 candidates, City Clerk Thieling read the corrected article. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None. 
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7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Consider Permanent Sign Permit Application for City Owned Property at 14550 
Armstrong Boulevard NW; Case of Ramsey Raceway 

 
Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report and answered questions of the Council relating 
to the request.  He indicated the proposed sign will not impact drainage and Connexus will be 
asked to confirm the location does not conflict with its overhead lines.  It was noted an escrow is 
not required; however, removal of the sign is tied into the Ramsey Raceway lease. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the request for a 
permanent sign at 14550 Armstrong Boulevard NW as requested, contingent upon review by the 
Building Official. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.02: Consider Options Related to an Approved Conditional Use Permit for Motor 
Vehicle Sales at 8175 Riverdale Drive NW 

 
Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report and indicated staff thinks the 60-day extension 
is adequate to complete City review and the LRRWMO approval process and still complete the 
project prior to frost.  Staff will inform the Council if the terms of the CUP are not met. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve a sixty (60) 
day extension so the Permittee and property owner can provide updated, complete 
grading/drainage plans for review and approval by the City and complete the installation of 
surfacing to comply with the approved conditional use permit. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.03: Approve Amending Council Meeting Schedule 
 
City Clerk Thieling reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to cancel the August 7 City 
Council Work Session, reschedule the August 14 meetings to Monday, August 13, cancel the 
August 21 Public Works Committee meeting, cancel the November 6 Council Work Session, 
cancel the December 25 Regular City Council Meeting and the January 1 City Council Work 
Session, with the understanding that if something comes up that is timely, make-up meetings can 
be scheduled with proper notice. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
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7.04: Consider Preliminary Plat, Final Plat and Zoning Amendment for COR THREE 
(North Commons) Located North of Bunker Lake Boulevard and East of 
Armstrong Boulevard; Case of City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority (HRA) 

 
Senior Planner Gladhill and Development Manager Lazan reviewed the staff report and 
answered questions of the Council relating to property use and drainage. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution #12-07-105 
approving the Preliminary Plat for COR THREE (North Commons) Located North of Bunker 
Lake Boulevard and East of Armstrong Boulevard; Case of City of Ramsey Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority (HRA); adopt Resolution #12-07-106 approving the Final Plat for 
COR THREE (North Commons) Located North of Bunker Lake Boulevard and East of 
Armstrong Boulevard; Case of City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA); 
and, to introduce an Ordinance Approving the Zoning Amendment for the Four (4) Single-
Family Lots adjacent to North Commons from COR-5 to COR-4a, contingent upon: 
1. Required amendments as outlined in the staff report file dated June 15, 2012 
2. Approval of the Zoning Amendment for the four (4) single-family units within North 

Commons 
3. Response from the Anoka County Highway Department 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.05: Consider Off-Street Parking Options for Game Fair Area  
 
Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report and answered questions of the Council. 
 
The Council discussed whether the location of parking should be extended.  It was noted staff’s 
intent was to locate parking near a crosswalk on Armstrong Boulevard to address pedestrian 
safety. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to support a temporary two-week waiver of the City’s off-
street parking ordinance in regard to surfacing requirements for the Game Fair and allow past 
practice to provide off-street spectator parking through a combination of parking available at 
Central Park (with shuttle service provided by the Ramsey Lions) and adjacent residential units. 

7.06: Sunwood Drive Construction Services Contract  
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the Council’s previous discussion and clarified that Anoka 
County has indicated it did not have an issue working with Landform; however, had past issues 
with inspectors with which they were not familiar. 
 
Interim Engineer Wagner indicated he looked at both contracts and found they were similar in 
cost.  The Landform contract is $70,000 but does not include the Armstrong Boulevard plans, 
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which is estimated at $4,700.  The WSB contract is $75,000.  He indicated if Anoka County has 
no issue with Landform, it is at the discretion of the Council. 
 
City Attorney Goodrich stated he reviewed the Landform contract and advised it is between the 
HRA and Landform, not the City.  The project under consideration is a City project so the 
Council has the ability to contract with either firm.   
 
Development Manager Lazan, representing Landform, advocated for approval of the Landform 
contract. 
 
Tony Heppelmann, WSB & Associates Vice President, advocated for approval of the WSB 
contract. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve Option 1:  
If the City Attorney’s opinion matches the former City Engineer’s interpretation of the HRA 
contract with Landform, staff’s recommendation remains unchanged.  Staff recommends that the 
City Council award the Project Engineering, Construction Staking and Record Plans components 
to WSB & Associates in the estimated amount of $75,000 with the City performing the 
Construction Administration and Inspection.  Staff recommends awarding Landform a Project 
Engineering budget of $15,000 to assist in the interpretation of the Sunwood Drive plans and 
specifications. 
 
Further discussion: The Council debated the cost of each contract component and asked 
questions of staff.  Mayor Ramsey and Councilmembers McGlone and Wise voiced support to 
award the contract to Landform, believing it was the low bid.  Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, 
Strommen and Tossey voiced support to award the contract to WSB, per staff’s recommendation.  
City Administrator Ulrich indicated staff’s recommendation has not changed, the prices are near 
level, and staff had clarified previous comments about the ability of Landform to do the job with 
Anoka County. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to call the question. 
 
Motion to call the question carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, 
Tossey, Backous, McGlone, Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting 
No:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone and Wise. 

7.07: Consider Request for 100 Square Foot Temporary Sign for Game Fair  
 
Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to authorize the display of a 
100 square foot temporary sign to promote the Game Fair contingent upon compliance with all 
other temporary sign regulations, such as duration, location and obtaining the necessary permit, 
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and providing written authorization from the property owner of the parcel the sign will be 
located. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
Mayor Ramsey announced upcoming events and asked those interested in volunteering for the 
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon effort to contact City Hall. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich announced the upcoming recreational vehicle training session and 
events. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, July 10, 2012, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone 
   Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
  
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 
   Police Chief James Way  
   Parks and Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 
   Street Superintendent Grant Reimer 
   Human Resources Representative Colleen Lasher 

Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 
   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

City Attorney William Goodrich 
Development Manager Darren Lazan 
Interim Engineer Ron Wagner 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the City Council Work Session to order at 6:13 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Consider Request from Ramsey Raceway re: Use of Community Sign 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to support the request of Ramsey Raceway to use the 
community sign to advertise the Raceway’s schedule. 
 
2.02: Discussion Regarding Contracted Building Official Services  
 
Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
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Mayor Ramsey stated he has received many compliments on Permit Technician Katy Okerstrom 
and asked why that position is not being considered for a salary increase. 
 
Human Resources Representative Lasher advised of her meeting with Ms. Okerstrom and 
indicated she will be looking into whether Ms. Okerstrom is working outside of her job 
description. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill stated he has also received compliments on the Permit Technician and 
thinks there is opportunity to find avenues to reward for her hard work.  However, he needs more 
time to meet with Permit Technician Okerstrom to better understand her work duties before 
making that recommendation. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated his support to stay with a building inspection contractor at $50/hour, 
especially when considering the costs for an employee during the winter when inspections are 
not needed. 
 
Councilmember Elvig agreed and asked whether turnover is an issue with residents. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill indicated the general resident will not notice but certain builders will 
notice a staff change.  He advised the City had two good inspectors from Inspectron that worked 
well and noted that turnover can happen on contract or employee.  Senior Planner Gladhill stated 
another consideration is the learning curve and advised that the contracted building official is 
still learning some of Ramsey’s processes but the Permit Technician is also there to provide 
consistency. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated he has no problem with reducing the contract inspector’s hours 
during winter months and while there has been an up tick in building permits, he thinks it can be 
balanced. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill noted the Council had looked at building permit fees to determine if 
adjustments were needed.  Once staff knows whether the Council supports contracted services, 
that analysis can be completed. 
 
Councilmember Strommen stated she has no strong feelings on this issue but the staff report 
indicates the City would benefit from cost savings if it went with an on-staff building official so 
there would be no saving with a contractor unless the winter hours are cut back.  She stated her 
concern with the potential for turnover, which may happen more often with contractors who are 
looking for full-time work elsewhere.  Councilmember Strommen noted builders want to talk 
with the same inspector instead of re-starting that conversation with another inspector. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill confirmed that Inspectron has provided good service and inspectors. 
 
Councilmember McGlone noted there is more flexibility with a contractor and the staff report is 
based on an FTE; however, there is no intention to keep inspections full time during winter 
months. 
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Senior Planner Gladhill stated that is true with inspections and asked how many hours the 
Council supports for the Building Official.   
 
Councilmember McGlone advocated for hiring a building intern to handle septic tank letters.  He 
stated he is not interested in a proposal with St. Francis for shared service because that person is 
probably looking for a full-time government job and will move into another position, resulting in 
turnover. 
 
Councilmember Strommen stated that is not correct since Ramsey will hire full time and shop 
out hours to other cities. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated he has received many accolades about the building department 
as it is today so he thinks today’s service level is higher than it has ever been and would not 
support a change. 
 
Councilmember Tossey noted the City can send a contracted Building Official home when there 
is no work. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill concurred that is the case with contracted services but not with a full-
time Building Official.  He noted another option is to hire a part-time Building Official, which 
would provide some flexibility. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he has heard good comments on Inspectron’s inspectors and 
suggested the Council consider the FTE option only if building up ticks. 
 
Mayor Ramsey reiterated his support to continue with contracted services and suggested a 
wintertime plan to reduce the Building Official’s hours be established for specific days, such as 
every Monday and Friday. 
 
Senior Planner Gladhill agreed it would be best to identify set days. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to continue with contracted building official services. 
 
2.03: City Owned Land Inventory Update: Peltzer Park, Windsorwood, Dedicated Lands  
 
Informational; no action required. 
 
Mayor Ramsey reordered the agenda to next consider Item 2.05. 

2.05: Lower Rum River Water Management Organization (LRRWMO) – 
Implementation of Third Generation Plan; New Development Requirements  

 
Interim Engineer Wagner reviewed the staff report. 
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Councilmember Strommen advised that the LRRWMO will continue discussion on this item at 
its July meeting and vote on it in August.  She explained this item relates to one piece of the 
Third Generation Plan implementation.  The LRRWMO has requirements in place and wants to 
ensure the public does not pay for private projects.  However, some projects and surety 
requirements are already covered by member cities.  The discussion has been if these are already 
covered by member cities in development agreements, should it be handled by the LRRWMO.  
The general preference expressed is that it be handled by member cities.  Since this is a 
LRRWMO requirement, there is a preference for consistency between member cities.  
Councilmember Strommen stated the LRRWMO is requesting feedback in how its requirements 
compare to what member cities are already requiring. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated when talking about the surety or bond, he supports requiring a letter 
of credit held by the City.  He felt the LRRWMO is not structured to handle those types of funds. 
 
Councilmember McGlone stated his concern is that the LRRWMO has prevue over a “heartburn 
issue” for all developers and property owners.  He stated he wants to better understand the issues, 
thinks the LRRWMO adds cost to a project, and asked if Ramsey can set the surety number. 
 
Mayor Ramsey agreed that the Council needs to get more information about the LRRWMO, the 
Third Generation Plan, and the City’s requirements for its membership.   
 
Councilmember Strommen clarified that the requirements are already set in the Third Generation 
Plan and the LRRWMO is now looking at how to implement the Plan.  The member cities have 
indicated they are already requiring those sureties so the LRRWMO does not need to do it.  The 
other issue is if the level of surety should be consistent between member cities since it is a 
LRRWMO requirement. 
 
Councilmember McGlone asked whether Ramsey already takes sureties for these projects so 
developers are being required to place double sureties. 
 
Councilmember Strommen noted that is the issue so the City is being asked to consider who 
should require the surety, the City or LRRWMO, and the amount of the surety.  She suggested a 
cost comparison be provided so the Council can address the potential impact. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated the Council needs more information, such as an executive summary of the 
Third Generation Plan.  He stated he had voted against the wetland standards while serving on 
the LRRWMO. 
 
Councilmember Strommen stated she will provide an update on Ramsey’s consideration at the 
LRRWMO’s July meeting. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to direct staff to provide an executive summary of the Third 
Generation Plan and present a comparison of Ramsey’s surety requirement with the LRRWMO’s 
surety requirement. 
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2.04: Attorney/Client Privileged Discussion Relating to the Isanti County District Court 
Litigation Titled Isanti County vs. Keith Kiefer vs. City of Ramsey – Portions of this 
case will be closed to the public 

 
City Attorney Goodrich advised that under Minnesota Statutes, the meeting can move into closed 
session to discuss pending litigation.  He indicated closed session discussion will relate to the 
Isanti County District Court litigation titled: Isanti County vs. Keith Kiefer vs. City of Ramsey.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Strommen, to move to closed 
session to discuss confidential client attorney negotiations.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Strommen, Backous, 
Elvig, McGlone, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 
 
The City Council meeting moved into a closed session at 6:48 p.m.   
 
The City Council reconvened in open session at 6:51 p.m. 

2.05: Lower Rum River Water Management Organization (LRRWMO) – 
Implementation of Third Generation Plan; New Development Requirements  

 
This item was considered prior to Item 2.04. 
 
3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
City Administrator Ulrich presented future topics and asked the Council to direct requests 
through his office. 
 
Councilmember Elvig requested City Administrator Ulrich address staff levels at a future Work 
Session. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated his support to streamline the process for Council consideration if non-
controversial in nature. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Ramsey declared the Work Session of the City Council adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
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Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



 

City Council / July 24, 2012 
Page 1 of 9 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER ................................................................................................................... 2 
2. PRESENTATION ..................................................................................................................... 2 
3. CITIZEN INPUT ...................................................................................................................... 2 
4. CONSENT AGENDA .............................................................................................................. 3 
5. APPROVE AGENDA .............................................................................................................. 4 
6. PUBLIC HEARING ................................................................................................................. 4 
7. COUNCIL BUSINESS ............................................................................................................. 4 

7.01: Request for Amended Development Contract and Release from Previous 
Development Agreement (THE PONDS); Case of First Phoenix Group ................................... 4 
7.02: Consider Approval of Five (5) Year Curbside Recycling Contract with ACE Solid 
Waste, Inc. .................................................................................................................................. 5 
7.03: Introduce Ordinance to Establish GF Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay District  
 ..................................................................................................................................... 5 
7.04: Adopt Ordinance Approving Zoning Amendment for COR THREE ........................ 5 
7.05: Consider Resolution #12-07-XXX to Approve a Revised Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment for The COR ........................................................................................................... 6 
7.06: Adopt Ordinance Amending the City Code Relating to Noise Nuisance/Sound 
Levels ..................................................................................................................................... 6 
7.07: Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 10 – Animals, Article III Dogs ....... 7 
7.08: Consider Acquisition of Tax Forfeit Properties and Resolution #12-07-XXX 
Authorizing Acquisition of Tax Forfeit Property for Utility Easement Purposes ...................... 7 
7.09: Update on Sunwood Drive Realignment Project ........................................................ 8 
7.10: Update on Landform Billing ....................................................................................... 8 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT ............................................................................ 9 
9. ADJOURNMENT .................................................................................................................... 9 

 



 

City Council / July 24, 2012 
Page 2 of 9 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 24, 2012, at the Ramsey 
Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 
   Councilmember Randy Backous 
   Councilmember David Elvig 
   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 
   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  Deputy City Administrator/Finance Director Diana Lund 
   Police Chief James Way  
   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 
   City Clerk Jo Ann Thieling 
   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 
   Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 
   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 
   City Attorney William Goodrich 
   Development Manager Darren Lazan 

Interim Engineer Ron Wagner 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 
 
None. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
Todd Embury, 9041 159th Lane NW, Ramsey, thanked the Council for the sidewalk on Alpine 
Drive and stated his concern with the obscured view at the western quadrant of the Puma Street 
and Alpine Drive intersection. 
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The Council thanked Mr. Embury for bringing forward this concern and directed staff to inspect 
this corner and determine whether it meets sight triangle requirements. 
 
City Clerk Thieling advised of a correction to the July/August issue of the Ramsey Resident 
relating to candidates in the primary election. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the following 
items on the Consent Agenda: 
 
4.01: Receive May 2012 Financial Reports – General Fund and Enterprise Funds 
4.02: Receive Cash and Investments for Period Ending May 31, 2012 
4.03: Receive plans and specifications and authorization to bid City Project #12-23; SAP 199-

107-009 Alpine Drive Reconstruction 
4.04: Note the following Boards and Commissions Meeting Minutes: 

1) June 4, 2012 – Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes 
2) June 7, 2012 – Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
3) June 14, 2012 – Economic Development Authority Meeting Minutes 

4.05: Approve Exemption for a Gambling License for True Calling Outdoors, Inc. 
4.06: Approve License Applications: 

Special Events 
Freedom Christian Center, 6937 Highway #10 NW, Ramsey, MN  55303 

4.07: Consider Change Order for City Improvement Project #12-24 Division B 
4.08: Consider Street Light Installation Contract with Connexus Energy for Sunwood Drive 

Realignment 
4.09: Adopt Resolution #12-07-107 adopting Findings of Fact #0904 regarding a Request for 

an Interim Use Permit for Grading and Mining Activities on Outlots A and B, Elmcrest 
Sanctuary; Case of Oakwood Land Development, Inc.; and adopt Resolution #12-07-108 
approving the Interim Use Permit. 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #12-07-109 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 
Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of July 6, 2012, 
through July 18, 2012 

4.11: Adopt Resolution #12-07-110 Authorizing Partial Payment to Knutson Construction for 
IP 10-22 Municipal Parking Ramp, Phase II 

4.12: Adopt Resolution #12-07-111 Authorizing Partial Payment to Julian M. Johnson 
Construction Corp. for IP 12-24 Storm Sewer Improvements Division B 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #12-07-112 Authorizing Partial Payment to Dryden Excavating for IP 
12-24 Storm Sewer Improvements Division A 

4.14: Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting dated July 10, 2012: 
1) Consider Resolution to Authorize Staff Position/Wage Modifications Due to 

Organizational Changes – Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to 
adopt Resolution #12-07-113, which upon City Approval, will direct staff to make the 
following modifications based on already established pay scales: 
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• Change the Senior Planner position, occupied by Tim Gladhill, to that of the 
Development Services Manager, effective July 1, 2012, at Step 2 of the wage 
scale. 

• Change the Human Resources Representative position, occupied by Colleen 
Lasher, to that of the Human Resources Manager, effective July 1, 2012, at Step 1 
of the wage scale. 

• Change the Senior Accountant position, occupied by Denelle McAlpine, to that of 
the Assistant Finance Director, effective July 1, 2012, at Step 1 of the wage scale. 

• Change the Lieutenant position, occupied by Jeff Katers, to that of the Support 
Services Captain, effective July 1, 2012, at Step 5 of the wage scale. 

• Change the Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator’s pay scale to that of 
the Associate Planner at Step 6 of the wage scale. 

2) Review of Recent Employee Exit Interviews – Informational; no action required. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous, McGlone, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the agenda as 
revised to add Item 7.9, Update on Sunwood Drive Realignment Project, and Item 7.10, Update 
on Landform Billing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Request for Amended Development Contract and Release from Previous 
Development Agreement (THE PONDS); Case of First Phoenix Group 

 
Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report and answered questions of the 
Council, noting this is strictly a matter of deferring payment. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the amended 
development contract and release from previous development agreement (THE PONDS); Case 
of First Phoenix Group. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 
Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
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7.02: Consider Approval of Five (5) Year Curbside Recycling Contract with ACE Solid 
Waste, Inc.  

 
Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve a five-year curbside 
recycling contract with ACE Solid Waste, Inc. 
 
Further discussion:  The Council commended Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator 
Anderson for his work to improve the City’s recycling program. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.03: Introduce Ordinance to Establish GF Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay 
District  

 
Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to introduce an 
Ordinance to Establish GF Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay District. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.04: Adopt Ordinance Approving Zoning Amendment for COR THREE 
 
Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to waive the City 
Charter requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-09 Approving Zoning 
Amendment for COR THREE. 
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
 
Councilmember Elvig  aye 
Councilmember McGlone aye 
Councilmember Wise  aye 
Councilmember Backous aye 
Councilmember Tossey aye 
Councilmember Strommen  aye 
Mayor Ramsey  aye 
 
Motion carried. 
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7.05: Consider Resolution #12-07-XXX to Approve a Revised Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment for The COR 

 
Development Services Manager Gladhill and Development Manager Lazan reviewed the staff 
report and answered questions of the Council relating to the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
amendment and process to update the original AUAR.  It was noted reference to a community 
center is simply a placeholder in the Comprehensive Plan and the City is not considering that 
type of project at this point.  They explained the need to update the AUAR and amend the 
Comprehensive Plan to address inconsistencies and assure the traffic counts and housing 
components are consistent and more trips will not be generated than the infrastructure can 
accommodate.   
 
Councilmembers Elvig and Strommen expressed concern there would be financial ramifications 
to the City, now or in the future, if revised projections are not met or a reviewing agency does 
not support the updated AUAR. 
 
Development Services Manager Gladhill explained that is the reason staff is taking the approach 
to update the AUAR, so those questions can be answered.  He noted this is only an AUAR 
update and the City already has a lot of baseline information.  Once updated, staff can pursue 
grant opportunities and properly plan for infrastructure needs. 
 
Councilmember Strommen raised questions on the process of updating the AUAR, amending the 
Comprehensive Plan, and whether the review process may result in additional changes.   
 
Development Services Manager Gladhill explained that the data in the AUAR and 
Comprehensive Plan dovetail.  He described the process for review by the Environmental 
Quality Board and other agencies as well as the allowed comment period.  The Council will be 
notified of agency comments, if any, and he is confident nothing major will come up during the 
AUAR comment period. 
 
At the request of Councilmember Strommen, Development Services Manager Gladhill recapped 
the discussion held by the Planning Commission. 
 
Councilmember Strommen suggested several formatting revisions to the technical memorandum 
to improve readability and clarity. 
 
Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution #12-07-114 
Approving a Revised Comprehensive Plan Amendment for The COR. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 
Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.06: Adopt Ordinance Amending the City Code Relating to Noise Nuisance/Sound Levels 
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Police Chief Way reviewed the staff report and advised that it met criteria to issue a citation if a 
complaint is received that the sound level is a nuisance.  The complainant would be expected to 
give court testimony as to the level of annoyance. 
 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to waive the City 
Charter requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-10 Amending the City 
Code Relating to Noise Nuisance/Sound Levels. 
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
 
Councilmember McGlone aye 
Councilmember Elvig  aye 
Councilmember Backous aye 
Councilmember Wise  aye 
Councilmember Tossey aye 
Councilmember Strommen aye 
Mayor Ramsey  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

7.07: Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 10 – Animals, Article III Dogs 
 
Police Chief Way reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to waive the City 
Charter requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-11 Amending City 
Code Chapter 10 – Animals, Article III Dogs. 
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
 
Councilmember Elvig  aye 
Councilmember McGlone aye 
Councilmember Wise  aye 
Councilmember Strommen aye 
Councilmember Backous aye 
Councilmember Tossey aye 
Mayor Ramsey  aye 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Councilmembers McGlone and Backous left the Council Chambers at 7:58 p.m. 

7.08: Consider Acquisition of Tax Forfeit Properties and Resolution #12-07-XXX 
Authorizing Acquisition of Tax Forfeit Property for Utility Easement Purposes 
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Management Analyst Brama reviewed the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adopt Resolution #12-
07-115 Authorizing Acquisition of Tax Forfeit Property for Utility Easement Purposes. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Strommen, and 
Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and McGlone. 

7.09: Update on Sunwood Drive Realignment Project 
 
Interim Engineer Wagner provided an update on the Sunwood Realignment Project and 
answered questions of the Council.  It was noted that during the first few days of the project, 
work occurred on property the City did not own.  Interim Engineer Wagner stated they would 
ask the contractor about that situation and whether a change order will result. 
 
Councilmember Backous returned to the Council Chambers at 8:03 p.m. 
 
The Council discussed the existing “roller coaster” grade of Zeolite Street and whether it was 
cost efficient to complete the final grade. 
 
Mayor Ramsey indicated he had spoken with City Administrator Ulrich and Interim Engineer 
Wagner about this matter and it was concluded to be too late for that type of change because the 
manhole covers would also have to be lowered, causing significant delay in the project. 

7.10: Update on Landform Billing  
 
Mayor Ramsey explained that in response to a question raised why the City has paid Landform, 
The COR Development Management Team, “over $1 million over the last 2.5 years” he had 
asked Development Manager Lazan to provide clarification. 
 
Development Manager Lazan presented the Development Management Contract costs for the 
first seven months of 2012 for each of the four primary categories: Administration, Incentive 
Based Compensation, Project Based Compensation, and Reimbursable Expenses. 
 
Councilmember McGlone returned to the Council Chambers at 8:16 p.m. 
 
Mayor Ramsey stated this information makes it clear that it would probably have cost twice this 
amount to complete the work in house.  He noted the effort to consultants only increased 2% 
when the City lost the Deputy City Administrator. 
 
In response to Councilmember Strommen, Development Manager Lazan indicated there was 
some overlap between Administration and Incentive and he had detailed Administration because 
he believed it was a fair reflection of what the City would have paid to complete that work. 
 
To get a fair comparison, Councilmember Strommen requested the total costs for Landform and 
other consultants and contractors that have been involved in The COR.  She also requested staff 
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provide information on staffing costs for The COR, noting positions have been eliminated; 
however, those functions remain and some may have been outsourced. 
 
Councilmember Elvig stated his concern in the way this agenda item came about and was 
presented, noting it involved an HRA consideration. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
Upcoming meetings and events were announced. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Diana Lund 
Deputy City Administrator/Finance Director 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jo Ann M. Thieling 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 5.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Request for Certificate of Completion at 14220 Basalt St NW

Background:
In 2008, the City executed a Contract for Private Development (TIF Agreement) with Asset Resources and
Acquisition, LLC for a redevelopment project at 14220 Basalt St NW. Exhibit E of said Agreement is entitled the
'Certificate of Completion'. The Certificate of Completion is to be executed upon completion of the minimum
improvements. The Agreement defines the minimum improvements as the improvements required of the site plan
approval. It appears that those improvements have been completed, and the building has been occupied for a
number of years.

 

Notification:
No notification is required.

Observations:
It appears that the Minimum Improvements have been completed, and thus, Staff would recommend approval of the
Certificate of Completion.

Staff notes that an Outstanding Balance remains on the Statement of Account for the original site plan review
escrow. However, the Property has since transferred ownership, and is not controlled by the original 
Developer/Property Owner. The Outstanding Balance has been sent to a collections agency in an attempt to collect
the Outstanding Balance .According to the current Property Owner, a closing is scheduled for the coming weeks.
Execution of the Certificate of Completion is necessary to complete marketable title for the Property.

Please note: Staff is still in the process of completing review of all outstanding obligations related to the TIF
Agreement with the original Developer. Staff will provide a more detailed update on that analysis at the meeting.

 

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Completion, subject to final verification of completion of required
improvements and approvals.

Funding Source:
Review of the request is being handled as part of regular Staff duties.

Council Action:
Motion to approve Certificate of Completion for 14220 Basalt St NW, contingent upon review by the City Attorney
as to legal form and final verification that the Minimum Improvements have been completed.

Attachments
Site Location Map



Certificate of Completion
Contract for Private Development

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Patrick Brama Patrick Brama 08/09/2012 02:17 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 03:10 PM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 07/31/2012 10:17 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 
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CC Regular Session   4. 6.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Chris Anderson, Community
Development

Information
Title:
Clarify Motion Related to Waiving Application and Escrow Fees Related to a Request for an Interim Use Permit

Background:
On November 22, 2011, the City Council approved an Interim Use Permit (IUP) related to the operation of a
church in the B-1 Business District at 5900 167th Ave NW.  The IUP contained certain benchmarks related to the
installation of a fire suppression system and due to this, the IUP was limited to nine (9) months to ensure that the
improvements were completed.  The Planning Commission's recommendation included not only approving the IUP
but also for the City Council to consider waiving the future application/escrow fees to renew or extend the IUP.  

The property owner has satisfied the first two (2) benchmarks (submitting plans and application as well as
purchasing permit) and is currently in the process of installing the fire suppression system.  The existing IUP will
expire on October 3, 2012 and the property owner has submitted an application requesting a new interim use permit
as well as to have the application and escrow fees waived.  While it is clear that the City Council motioned to
approve the IUP in November of last year for a term of nine (9) months, the purpose of this case is clarify whether
that motion also included waiving of the fees for a new IUP, as per the Planning Commission
recommendation, once the fire suppression system installation had been completed.      

Recommendation:
If not for the need to install a fire suppression system, Staff would have supported the maximum term of five (5)
years for the IUP.  Once the fire suppression is operational, Staff would certainly support the request for a new
interim use permit with a term of five (5) years.  When the request was considered by the Planning Commission in
November of 2011, they did recommend that the City Council consider waiving the application/escrow fees for a
new IUP once the installation of the fire suppression system was installed. 

Funding Source:
This clarification is being handled as part of Staff's normal duties.

Council Action:
Motion to waive the application and escrow fees related to a request for an interim use permit for a church in the
B-1 Business District due to the limited term of the existing IUP and contingent upon compliance with the terms of
the existing IUP, including the fire suppression system being approved by the City and operational on or before
September 1, 2012.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Dated November 3, 2011
City Council Meeting Minutes Dated November 22, 2011
Current Interim Use Permit

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 04:22 PM
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Bauer, Brauer, 

Field, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Schiller.   

NOTE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

The Council minutes were noted. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Public Hearing – Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the 

Operation of a Church in the B-1 Business District on the Property Located 

at 5900 167
th

 Avenue NW; Case of Rum River Retail Ventures, LLC 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the Staff Report. 
 

Citizen Input 

 

Phillip Johnson, Architect for the building owner, stated the letter from the owner states his 

concerns; it is a very expensive request to try to put in a fire sprinkler system at this time, water is 

not available nearby.  The State does give the Building Official and/or the Fire Chief the option to 

waive the requirement.  The church has been looking for solutions; however, their option is to 

stay where they are.   

 

Commissioner Van Scoy asked if the building were to be built today would it have to have fire 

suppression no matter what the use. 

 

Fire Marshal Kohner stated yes it would be required if it were built today unless the size of the 

building was under 2,500 square feet. 

 

Commissioner Brauer asked Mr. Kohner’s interpretation of the law and if there was any flexibility 

given to the City; does the City have to do what it says or are there exceptions and what 

exceptions can we use or give for not following? 

 

Fire Marshal Kohner stated the State Fire and Building Codes are referred to as a mini/max law 

where the local authority cannot be more or less stringent than the State Code.  He then read the 

section of code. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the current permit was granted for 

three years to allow time to install the fire suppression.  Discussion ensued regarding the term 

length of the interim use permit.   
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Discussion ensued regarding the water supply available to the building. 

 

Mr. Johnson stated there is adequate space for safely escaping the building and adequate space for 

fire trucks to drive around the building.  The building has concrete block walls and a steel roof.  

There is no one in the building causing a hazardous use, except for possibly the pizza ovens and 

they are protected too.  He thinks the code is overly broad.   

 

Associate Planner Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that this discussion took place 

three years ago and there was an understanding at that time that fire suppression would be 

required with any extension or renewal of the permit.  Private wells can and have been used for 

fire suppression systems.  He continued that as outlined in the State Building Code there are only 

two authorities that can waive fire suppression and they are the Fire Chief and Building Official, 

and both have to come to an agreement. 

 

Commissioner Brauer stated that the Commission doesn’t have the authority to overrule the Fire 

Marshal.  We are talking about safety and people’s lives and whether or not an economic hardship 

trumps people’s lives.   In his opinion it does not. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Van Scoy, Brauer, 

Dunaway, and Field.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Schiller. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the timeline for the interim use permit.   

 

Mr. Johnson presented the hardships for the building owner to install fire suppression. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the costs of bringing water to the building. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy to recommend that City 

Council adopt findings of fact relating to the request for an Interim Use Permit to allow for a 

church operation in the H-1 Highway 10 Business District. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

Dunaway, and Field.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Commissioner Schiller. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Bauer to recommend that City 

Council adopt a resolution approving the request for an Interim Use Permit for a term of nine (9) 

months and declaring the terms as proposed with the addition “That the future application fee for 
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renewal or extension of the Interim Use Permit be waived if the applicant complies with the terms 

of the Interim Use Permit”. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Bauer, Dunaway, 

Field, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Commissioner Schiller. 

 

Case #2: Consider Amendments to the Development Review Process 

 

Presentation 

 

Associate Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 
 

Commissioners provided feedback on the Staff Report. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy to recommend that the 

City Council adopt the attached recommendations related to the development review process. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Field.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Commissioner Schiller. 

 

Case #3: Staff Update 

 

The Staff Update was noted. 

 

Case #4: Zoning Bulletins 

 

The Zoning Bulletins were noted. 

 

COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners, Bauer, Dunaway, Brauer, 

Field, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Schiller.   

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 
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7.02: Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a Church in the B-

1 Business District on the Property Located at 5900 167
th

 Avenue NW; Case of Rum 

River Retail Ventures, LLC 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 

 

Councilmember McGlone stated his rationale for opposing this request based on concern for the 

occupants since the building would not have a fire suppression sprinkling system. 

 

Fire Marshal Kohner answered questions of the Council relating to the application and Chapter 

1306 of the Building Code, the requirement for a fire suppression sprinkling system.  He 

clarified he is not opposed to a 9-month temporary permit, which can be granted if agreed upon 

by the Fire Chief and Building Official. 

 

Environmental Coordinator Anderson explained, if approved, the permit would go into effect 

January 3, 2012, so it would expire on October 3, 2012.  The Planning Commission 

recommended the Council consider waiving the future application fee should they follow 

through with installation of the fire suppression system and want an extension.  Staff would not 

be opposed to the extension once the system is in place and operational. 

 

Councilmember Tossey indicated he had been opposed to this request when first presented; 

however, after speaking with the building owner and being assured the building owner would 

pay for the fire suppression system he was comfortable supporting this application. 

 

Building Official Kaehler explained Chapter 1306 was optional and adopted by Ramsey in 2005 

so the City had the ability to amend, if desired.  He answered questions of the Council relating to 

the “temporary” status of this use. 

 

The Council discussed the application and noted that the first deadline is March 1, 2012, and 

failure to meet any one of the benchmarks would be cause to bring it back to the Council. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to adopt Resolution #11-

11-233 Adopting Findings of Fact #0895 Relating to a Request to Allow for the Operation of a 

Church in the B-1 Business District and to adopt Resolution #11-11-234 Approving the Issuance 

of an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a Church in the B-1 Business District 

Based on Findings of Fact #0895, and Declaring the Terms of Same. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor Wise, Councilmembers Elvig, Tossey, Backous, and 

Strommen.  Voting No: Councilmember McGlone.  Absent:  Mayor Ramsey. 

7.03: Consider Use of City Septic System Repair Policy for a Failing Septic System at 
16361 Ferret Street NW 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 

 

The Council discussed the request and asked questions of staff. 



Councilmember ________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #11-11-___ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF AN INTERIM USE PERMIT TO 

ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF A CHURCH IN THE B-1 BUSINESS DISTRICT 

BASED ON FINDINGS OF FACT #_____, AND DECLARING THE TERMS OF SAME. 

 

WHEREAS, Rum River Retail Ventures, LLC has properly applied to the City of 
Ramsey (the "City") for an interim use permit to operate a church in the B-1 Business District on 
the property located at 5900 167th Ave NW and legally described as follows: 
 

The north 426.29 feet, as measured along west line of that part of Southwest 

Quarter of Southeast Quarter of Section 11, Township 32, Range 25 lying 

westerly of center line of Trunk Highway No. 47, except road, subject to easement 

of record, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 
(the "Subject Property"); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission met on November 3, 2011, conducted a public 

hearing and recommended that the City Council approve the request to operate a church in the B-

1 Business District for a term of nine (9) months including compliance with certain benchmarks 

as identified in the interim use permit; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council met on November 22, 2011 to review the request for an 

interim use permit to operate a church in the B-1 Business District on the Subject Property. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

This permit is issued pursuant to Section 117-52 of the Ramsey City Code.  The conditions of 
this permit are as follows:    
 

1) Based on Findings of Fact #____, an Interim Use Permit (“Permit”) to allow the temporary 

operation of Church and Church Offices on the Subject Property is hereby granted to Rum 

River Retail Ventures, LLC (“Permittee”).  

 

2) The term of the Permit shall commence on January 3, 2012 and shall expire nine (9) months 

thereafter (October 3, 2012). 

 

3) This Permit is applicable only to the operation of a Church and Church Offices on the 

Subject Property.  The granting of this Permit does not allow for any other use that is 

prohibited in the B-1 Business District.  

 
4) That in accordance with MN State Building Code Chapter 1306, a fire suppression system is 

required.  This Permit is contingent on certain benchmarks being completed as outlined 

herein: 



RESOLUTION #11-11-___ 
Page 2 of 4 

 Complete Automatic Fire Suppression Permit Application submittal on or before 
March 1, 2012; and 

 Payment of Automatic Fire Suppression Permit Application fees and issuance of 
Automatic Fire Suppression Permit on or before July 1, 2012; and 

 Automatic fire suppression system approved by City and operational on or before 
September 1, 2012. 
 

5) This Permit is subject to review and revocation/termination if any of the benchmarks 

identified in Condition #4 are not satisfied. 

 

6) This Permit shall become null and void in the event the use granted under this Permit 

permanently ceases prior to the expiration date or upon the expiration date, whichever occurs 

first.   

 

7) That all costs incurred by the City in administering and enforcing this Permit shall be the 

responsibility of the Permittee. 

 

8) That the City Administrator or his or her designee shall have the right to inspect the Subject 

Property for compliance, safety measures and quantities and storage of combustibles at any 

time. 

 

9) That the failure of the City at any time to require performance by the Permittee of any 

provisions herein shall in no way affect the right of the City thereafter to enforce the same.  

Nor shall waiver by the City of any breach of any of the provisions hereof be taken or held to 

be a waiver of any succeeding breach of such provision or as a waiver of any provision itself. 

 

10) That if any provision of this Permit shall be declared void or unenforceable, the other 

provisions shall not be affected but shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

11) That this Permit shall not be considered modified, altered, changed or amended in any 

respect unless in writing and signed by the City and the Permittee. 

 

12) That if the Permittee or its successors or assigns violates any material term or condition of 

this Permit, it is grounds for suspension or revocation hereof consistent with applicable law. 

Specifically, but without limiting the foregoing, the City may amend, suspend, or revoke this 

Permit, consistent with applicable law, if the City Council reasonably determines that 

continued operation of the facility places the public health, safety or welfare or the 

environment in jeopardy or creates a public nuisance due to odors, litter, debris or other 

nuisance factors. The change, alteration or amendment of any statute, regulation, ordinance or 

permit condition by any governmental authority other than the City, shall not excuse the 

Permittee from compliance with statutes, regulations, ordinances or Permit conditions in 

effect on the date of the original issuance of this Permit unless compliance is waived or 

excused by the City. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_____________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
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and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 22
nd

 day of November, 2011. 

 

RUM RIVER RETAIL VENTURES, LLC. 

 

 

By:      

 

Its:      

 

 
STATE OF ______________) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF    ) 
 
The foregoing was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, _____, before me, 

a Notary Public, personally appeared _____________________, the _______________ of Rum 

River Retail Ventures, LLC, a limited liability corporation under the laws of Minnesota, on 

behalf of the corporation. 
 
              
       Notary Public 
 

 

 



RESOLUTION #11-11-___ 
Page 4 of 4 

CITY OF RAMSEY: 

 

 

By: ________________________________  By: _______________________________ 

 Mayor       City Clerk 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 

 

On this ____ day of _______________, ______, before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared 

Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M. Thieling, to me personally known, who, being each by me duly 

sworn did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the 

Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is 

the corporate seal of said Municipal Corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed 

on behalf of said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council and said Bob Ramsey 

and JoAnn M. Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of said 

Municipal Corporation. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Notary Public 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 

The City of Ramsey     Randall & Goodrich 

7550 Sunwood Dr NW    2140 Fourth Avenue 

Ramsey, MN 55303     Anoka, MN  55303 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 7.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Jackie Lipski, Finance

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #12-08-XXX Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of Accounts
Payable Invoicing Received During the period of July 19, 2012 through August 8, 2012

Funding Source:
N/A

Council Action:
Motion to Adopt Resolution #12-08-XXX Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of
Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the period of July 19, 2012 through August 8, 2012.

Attachments
Billslist 08142012
Resolution 08/14/2012

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Diana Lund Diana Lund 08/08/2012 03:34 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 11:09 AM
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Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #12-08-XXX

RESOLUTION APPROVING CASH DISBURSEMENTS MADE AND AUTHORIZING 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING RECEIVED DURING THE 
PERIOD OF JULY 19, 2012 THROUGH AUGUST 8, 2012.

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey Finance Department has made cash disbursements and 
received accounts payable invoicing during the period of July 19, 2012, through August 8, 2012, 
in the amount of $1,449,557.72; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is required to authorize payment for 
all disbursement transactions.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows:

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the cash disbursements made and 
authorizes payment of the accounts payable invoices as detailed in the attached Bills List 
for the period July 19, 2012, through August 8, 2012, in the amount of $1,449,557.72.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

and the following abstained:

and the following were absent:

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 13th day of August 2012.

Mayor

ATTEST:

City Clerk



   

CC Regular Session   4. 8.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Chris Anderson, Community
Development

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #12-08-XXX to Accept Recycling Enhancement Grant Funds from Anoka County and to Amend
the Agreement for Residential Recycling Program

Background:
In June of 2012, the City received notice of a Recycling Enhancement Grant opportunity offered by Anoka
County.  Grant requests up to $50,000.00 require no match from the applicant.  The purpose of the grant program is
to increase the amount of material recycled in communities within the county, in part, due to the increased goal set
by the State of sixty percent (60%) of waste material being recycled by 2030.

The County's 2012 Solid Waste Master Plan incorporated the goals set by the State for waste management,
including an increase of recycling waste materials to sixty percent (60%) by the year 2030. This represents an
increase of approximately twenty percent (20%) from present. The County is seeking ways to assist with enhancing
communities recycling programs. The objective of the Recycling Enhancement Grant program is to generate
innovation and efficiency of drop-off recycling centers, recycling day events and municipally sponsored
community events.

One such project that meets this objective is plan development for a recycling drop-off center. Considering recent
discussions that focused on potentially offering year-round collection of used motor oil as well as whether to
continue with a contract for curbside recycling service or shift to an open hauling system, Staff submitted an
application requesting $30,000.00 to develop non-site specific plans for a recycling drop-off center.  The City was
recently informed that it was successful in its grant request.

Observations:
  As outlined in the application, the grant funds would be used to work with a consultant to:

Develop overall scope and vision for a facility
Define/identify materials that could be accepted (including materials that presently are more difficult to
recycle such as vinyl siding, carpeting and construction debris)
Identifying equipment needs for such a facility
Identifying all costs that would be associated with developing a recycling drop-off center

The intent of the grant application is to develop plans for a non-site specific recycling drop-off center that identifies
what the minimum space needs, maneuverability and traffic flows for such a facility.  Should the City ever pursue
this type of facility (for instance, if Ramsey ever shifted from contracted service for curbside collection of
recyclables to an open hauling system), having this information will be extremely beneficial.  Furthermore, by
developing non-site specific plans, it could, in essence, serve as a template for other municipalities within the
county, should they wish to pursue this type of facility.

Accepting the grant funds will require an amendment to the Agreement for Residential Recycling Program (the
"Agreement") between the City and Anoka County (executed by Resolution in January of 2012).  The Agreement
outlines certain activities and requirements of the City in return for funding through the Select Committee on
Recycling and the Environment (SCORE).  The SCORE funding is utilized to promote waste reduction and
recycling efforts and awareness in the community, to coordinate the spring and fall recycling events, and to fund the
recycling coordinator position.  As outlined in the Agreement, any amendments must be in writing and signed by
both parties.



Recommendation:
This item was presented to the Environmental Policy Board at their July meeting and they supported pursuing the
grant funding as a means to gather and review information related to a recycling drop-off center.  Staff recommends
accepting the grant funding for plan development of a non-site specific recycling drop-off center and authorizing
the Mayor to sign the the amendment to the Agreement for Residential Recycling Program between the City of
Ramsey and Anoka County. 

Funding Source:
There is no required matching component for this grant.  As part of the grant application, a $600.00 match was
included that would account for Staff time spent meeting with a consultant and administering the project.

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #12-08__ to accept Recycling Enhancement Grant funds from Anoka County and to
authorize the Mayor to sign the the amendment to the Agreement for Residential Recycling Program between the
City of Ramsey and Anoka County.

Attachments
Grant Program Announcement
Grant Application
Notice from Anoka County Approving Grant Request`
Memo from Anoka County and Amendment No. 1 to Recycling Agreement
Resolution to Accept Grant Funds from Anoka County

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Chris Anderson 08/08/2012 03:36 PM
Chris Anderson Chris Anderson 08/08/2012 04:02 PM
Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 08/08/2012 04:46 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 10:15 AM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/08/2012 08:43 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 





























Councilmember _______ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #12-08-____ 
 

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT RECYCLING ENHANCEMENT GRANT 
FUNDING FROM ANOKA COUNTY 
 
 WHEREAS, Anoka County announced that it is offering a Recycling 
Enhancement Grant Program for municipalities with no required matching component for 
requests up to $50,000.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the objective of the grant program is to generate innovation and 
efficiency of drop-off recycling centers, recycling day events, and municipally sponsored 
community events; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds from the Recycling Enhancement Grant Program can be used 
to assist in planning for a recycling drop-off center; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City submitted a grant application requesting $30,000.00 to 
assist with developing non-site specific plans for a recycling drop-off center; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the grant funding would be used to determine space and equipment 
needs, maneuverability and traffic flows, acceptable materials, and identify project costs 
should the City ever pursue a recycling drop-off center; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the plans could also serve as a template for other Anoka County 
municipalities if they chose to pursue such a facility; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 2, 2012, the Environmental Policy Board passed a motion 
supporting the application for funds to develop plans for a non-site specific recycling 
drop-off center; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on July 24, 2012, the City received notice that its application for 
funding was approved in full by the Anoka County Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, to accept the grant funding will require an amendment to the 
Agreement for Residential Recycling Program between the City of Ramsey and Anoka 
County. 
  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby authorizes accepting the grant funds from 

the Recycling Enhancement Grant program from Anoka County to develop non-
site specific plans for a recycling drop-off center. 
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2) That the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement 
for Residential Recycling Program between the City of Ramsey and Anoka 
County.  
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by 
Councilmember ______________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following 
voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City 
Council this the 13th day of August, 2012. 
 
 
             
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 9.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

Submitted For: MaryJo Warner By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title:
Report from Public Works meeting dated July 17, 2012

Background:
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Backous, to approve the agenda, as revised to
consider Case 5.03 prior to Case 5.01 and reschedule Case 5.04 to a future meeting.

The Public Works Committee held its regular meeting on July 17, 2012 and discussed the following cases:

5.03: Review Overlay Project 11-05 (157th Lane East of Ramsey Boulevard)
 
In April of 2011 an overlay project was approved for 157th Ln east of Ramsey Blvd. After the project some of the
residents had questions about the workmanship.

Public Works Superintendent Riemer reviewed in the staff report that he agreed the center line is not the best but
any repair options will create a project that does not look as well. He advised that the core samples taken are all
within specifications and he thinks the road is structurally sound, noting it shows no signs of stress after being
driven on for one year. He recommended leaving the road as is and monitoring it to see if anything happens.

Motion to recommend that the City Council accept Overlay Project 11-05, 157th Lane east of Ramsey Boulevard
and let the warranty period expire, and direct staff to review the policy and propose alternate language.

5.01: Consider Traffic Control Change for Sunwood Drive / Sapphire Street Intersection

Public Works Superintendent Riemer reviewed traffic and pedestrian safety continue to be a challenge at the
intersection of Sunwood Drive and Sapphire Street.  The angle of Sunwood Drive at the intersection, close
proximity of the buildings, on street parking, and increased pedestrian use make for some challenges when entering
the intersection from the Sapphire Street.  Staff reviewed traffic counts that were taken for a 48 hour period.

Staff presented four options for Committee discussion.  Those option were: 1) Leave intersection as it is presently. 
2) Restrict on street parking on Sunwood Drive. 3) Install stop signs on the east/west legs of Sunwood Drive
creating an all stop condition. 4) Install a traffic signal.

Motion to recommend that the City Council approve Option # 1, leave intersection as it is presently.

5.02: Tree Removal at 16490 Uranium Street

Public Works Superintendent Riemer reviewed in the staff report that staff received a telephone call from the
residents at 16490 164th Lane stating that the large cottonwood tree in front of their home had split in half and was
now hung up in their oak tree.  Staff investigated the site and determined that the cottonwood tree was located in
the ROW and therefore was the responsibility of the City to remove.   

Motion to recommend that the City Council approve the use of Council Contingency Fund to contract with Olson
Tree Service for tree removal and clean up at 16490 Uranium Street in an amount not to exceed $3,300.00.



5.04: Review Resident’s Concerns with the Sunfish Lake Boulevard / CR116 Project

This item was removed upon adoption of the agenda and will be rescheduled to a future meeting.

5.05: Consider Purchase of AVL System for Public Works Fleet

Public Works Superintendent Riemer reviewed the staff report and advised the GPS can be added for $1,300, which
would eliminate the data plan (average $11/truck/month) for the cellular telephones.

Motion to recommend to City Council to have staff test the AVL system from Precise MRM for 30 days on the
sweeper, starting in October. Staff will then provide a report on what did and did not work, and whether its use
resulted in staff efficiencies.

Staff/Input

Chairperson Backous asked about the broken the concrete in front of City Hall.

Public Works Superintendent Riemer explained it is due to the hot weather and that area will be ground down and
repaired prior to winter.

Development Manager Lazan suggested cutting expansion joints to avoid this type of damage during hot weather.

The Public Works Committee agreed with the suggestion of Councilmember Elvig to direct staff look into that
option and draft specifications/policy to assure it is handled correctly.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends ratifying the recommendation of the Public Works Committee.

Council Action:
Motion to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee.

Attachments
Agenda 07.17.12

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 08/07/2012 07:27 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:37 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 07/30/2012 04:03 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 



           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Public Works Committee
Tuesday July 17, 2012

6:00 pm
Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve May 15, 2012 meeting minutes.
 

5. Committee Business
 

1. Consider Traffic Control Change for Sunwood Dr/Sapphire St Intersection
 

2. Tree Removal at 16490 Uranium St
 

3. Review Overlay Project 11-05 (157th Ln east of Ramsey Blvd)
 

4. Review Resident's Concerns With The Sunfish Lk Blvd/CR116 Project
 

5. Consider Purchase of AVL System for PW Fleet
 

6. Committee/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

Public Works Committee   4. 1.           
Meeting Date: 07/17/2012  

Submitted For: MaryJo Warner By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Approve May 15, 2012 meeting minutes.

Background:
The Public Works Committee held its regular meeting on May 15, 2012.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:
n/a

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:
Motion to approve Public Works Committee meeting minutes dated May 15, 2012.

Attachments
Minutes 05.15.12

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 07/09/2012 01:24 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/10/2012 01:02 PM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 07/09/2012 10:32 AM
Final Approval Date: 07/10/2012 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 15, 2012 at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present:  Chairperson Randy Backous  
    Councilmember Colin McGlone 
 
Also Present:   City Administrator Kurtis G. Ulrich 
    City Engineer Tim Himmer 
    Fire Chief/Interim Public Works Director Dean Kapler 
    Street Supervisor Grant Reimer 
    Park Supervisor Mark Riverblood 
  
Absent:   Councilmember David Elvig (excused) 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Backous called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:44 
p.m. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT 
 
There was none. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Backous, to approve the agenda, 
as presented.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone.  Voting No: 
None. Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Backous, to approve the minutes 
from the March 20, 2012 Public Works Meeting. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone. Voting No: 
None.  Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
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Chairperson Backous stated to begin with Case 5.6 Winter Maintenance Summary to allow for 
resident attendance of Case 5.1 Consider Stormwater Improvements at 149th Lane. 
 
Case #5.6: Winter Maintenance Summary  
 
Street Supervisor Grant Reimer reviewed the comparison of the last two winter seasons.  He 
stated the last storm of this season was the toughest, it took two days to clean up and that 
snowfall consisted of the most complaints.  He reviewed the equipment breakdown that added to 
the delay.  He also reviewed the overtime comparisons of the last two seasons.   
 
Councilmember McGlone wanted to comment on the last snow plow event and didn’t feel what 
he seen was acceptable in his neighborhood in Northfork. 
 
Street Supervisor Riemer response to Councilmember McGlone’s photos of Inverness Lane as it 
looked like the down pressure was working on the equipment and what he was seeing in the 
photo looked to him as snow packed from vehicle traffic. He explained when you get chemical 
on top of that and it warms back up it is going to loosen it up. 
 
Street Supervisor Riemer responded to photos of St. Andrews Lane that the snowplows don’t 
have down pressure and on the belly blade you only get 500 pounds. 
 
Parks Supervisor Riverblood added to the conversation that he had a lot of complaints also and 
one of the issues was periodically the tandems would get thrown across the road and it was 
characterized as wet concrete. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated he does not know what can be done in those kinds of situations, we 
did the best we could, maybe we could have gone back out again but those are judgment calls.  
He is going to trust the judgment of the staff that has been doing this for many years.   
 
Councilmember McGlone wanted to make a suggestion in regards to replacement parts during 
these events.  He stated Connexus has a state of the art facility that they work throughout the 
night; it would be a good resource to keep in mind for future events.  He stated they stock parts 
for a lot of trucks that the City drives.   
 
Chairperson Backous and Councilmember McGlone agreed to move onto Case #5.7 while the 
Committee is still waiting for the public to show up on their cases. 
 
Case #5:7: The Use of AVL System in Public Works   
 
Public Works Street Supervisor Riemer explained the Automatic Vehicle Locater system and 
how it would be a benefit to the City and its residents. He reviewed the fleet management 
package that could come with it.  The abbreviated costs are upfront costs for hardware and 
operator training for 15 snow removal vehicles is about $9112.00.  The recurring monthly costs 
for the system is $259.60/month or $3,115.00/yr. 
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Councilmember McGlone stated he likes the idea of tracking these things.  He asked why staff 
decided to go with the AVL system. 
 
Street Supervisor Riemer stated it was reviewed by the Public Works Director and City 
Administrator and it was decided to go with this system.  There are three contractors on the list 
for the State of Minnesota and this one was the most responsive to us.  
 
City Administrator Ulrich wanted to comment that he likes the accountability and transparency 
of this for the public and for the service. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated it was one of our strategic goals to be more transparent to the public 
and aside from that he thinks it is a nice tool for vehicle maintenance.   
 
Street Supervisor Riemer discussed another part that can be added is on board cameras which 
could interface with a work order program. 
 
Fire Chief/Interim Public Works Director Kapler stated that with storm season upon us, the 
public works department are the ones responsible for opening up our roadways and this would be 
a good tool to identify priorities of what comes first. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Backous, to direct staff to 
continue to gather information and pricing for consideration in the 2013 budget.  
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone.  Voting No: 
None. Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
City Engineer Himmer requested that Case #5.2 be discussed because no one is present for 
Case#5.1 and continue moving on down the agenda. 
 
Chairperson Backous agreed to move onto Case #5.2. 
 
Case #5.2: Consider Stormwater Improvements to Rum River Hills Golf Course – A 

Continuation of Discussion Related to 2011 Flooding Concerns 
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed this item was presented last fall and at that time the Committee 
decided to look at these on a case by case basis.  
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed at Hole #1 (Area 1) we are talking about replacing the existing 
pipe with a larger pipe going from a 12” to an 18” and adding an outlet structure.  
 
City Engineer Himmer continued to review the cart path area near the club house (Area 2A, B) 
again there is an undersized culvert through this area and this could be upsized but are just 
talking about upsizing this pipe also. 
 
City Engineer Himmer reviewed the saturated soil along Hole #15 (Area 3) and discussed 
modifying that outlet just to drop that elevation a little bit more. 
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City Engineer Himmer reviewed the series of ponds in the Hole #3 and #17 (Area 4 A,B,C) and 
stated there are some undersized outlets and you won’t get a significant amount of benefit from 
upsizing those pipes but enough such that there has been a lot of heaving of those.  Sometimes 
your downstream invert is higher than your upstream invert.   
 
City Engineer Himmer stated the costs for Area #1 estimated to be $47,000 - $50,000 range and 
stormwater utility would be the funding for this.  We are out for bid on some storm 
improvements, depending on the outcome we could look to incorporate into the existing contract 
as a change order, or we could rebid these as a separate project, or if we should program the 
money into the CIP as a 2013 project. 
 
Councilmember McGlone’s concern here is he looks at it as a yours, mine and ours want. At 
what point is a 100 or 500 year storm all our problem.  He is wondering if this should be shared 
bill. 
 
Chairperson Backous does agree with some of Councilmember McGlone’s point, the golf course 
was built at a different time when there wasn’t as much home, concrete and pavement and 
everything to drain that water from.  That’s the argument he would use against his argument. 
 
Rum River Hills Golf Course spoke to explain where the water is coming from which showed 
that it is coming from the City drainage system. 
 
Staff recommends authorizing preparation of plans and specification for these various 
improvements, and request authority to advertise for bids.  Depending on current staff workload, 
on this project may have to be consulted out to the engineering pool for completion this year to 
avoid future flooding concerns on the golf course. 
 
Motion by Chairperson Backous, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to recommend to City 
Council that staff be authorized to prepare plans and specifications for these various 
improvements and authorization to advertise for bids. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone.  Voting No 
None. Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
Chairperson Backous asked the golf course staff what is the preference to do these 
improvements. 
 
There was discussion about late fall however there is a risk waiting until then. 
 
City Engineer Himmer wanted to make it clear that these improvements are not going to alleviate 
all the flooding issues.  If we get another 100 year events you design storm pipes for a 10 year 
rainfall, you design ponds to a 100 year event, the City was not involved in the design of these 
ponds, the rules back then were different. 
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Case #5.3: Consider Stormwater Improvements at 148th Lane – A Continuation of 
Discussion Related to 2011 Flooding Concerns 

 
City Engineer Tim Himmer reviewed in his staff report that there is a low area across three lots 
south of 148th Lane that was created as a stormwater pond for the area and wetland mitigation for 
the development.  There is a storm sewer inlet to this area along the west edge, which drains the 
subdivision to the north.  There is also an outlet from this area on the east end that connects to a 
pipe that runs easterly and parallel to 148th Lane.  The invert of this outlet pipe is approximately 
2.5 feet above the low point in the basin.  The outlet pipe also connects to a structure in the 
boulevard of 148th Lane that takes storm water runoff from the roadway and directs it easterly as 
described above.  The inverts on both these pipes are at approximately the same elevations, and 
therefore water may be entering this basin that is not intended to flow there from the stormwater 
system.  It was also observed that the basin has several undulations in the ground surface that do 
not allow the water to evenly spread out across the entire drainage and utility easement; basically 
there appears to be three separate, somewhat isolated basins. 
 
Mr. Maul, 5590 148th Lane stated he prefers Option #3 in the proposal and along with that a 
backflow preventer and raise the elevation so the water can drain out. 
 
Mr. Saba, 5630 148th Lane was present to discuss throughout the twenty five years all the 
sediment that is setting throughout the back of the homes.  
 
Councilmember McGlone questioned the gate valve. 
 
Motion by Chairperson Backous, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to recommend to City 
Council staff’s proposal to install a check valve in the storm pond outlet to block drainage from 
the street and only allow water to exit the basin through this structure, thereby eliminating 
additional flow to the area and include this as part of the change order to IP 12-24; 2012 Storm 
Sewer Improvements. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone.  Voting No: 
None. Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
This is being brought forward as a separate case at the June 12th, 2012 City Council meeting.] 
 
Case #5.4 Consider the Installation of Stop Signs and an In-Street Pedestrian Crossing 
Sign near 150th Lane NW and Ute Street NW 
 
City Engineer Tim Himmer reviewed in the staff report that on April 3, 2012 staff received a 
petition signed by twelve property owners in the neighborhood near the intersection of 150th 
Lane NW and Ute Street NW.  They are requesting the installation of stop signs at this 
intersection, consideration for the installation of an in street pedestrian crossing at the location of 
the existing City trail crossing on 150th Lane, and reduction of the speed limit on 150th Lane to 
15mph.   
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Motion by Councilmember McGlone look at the possibility of raising striping to cingulate the 
choker and monitor it at the pedestrian crossing.  
 
City Engineer Himmer stated this concerns him, the motorists will see striping however the 
pedestrian will see it as a choker and think they have the right to be standing in the street. 
 
Councilmember McGlone withdrew his motion. 
 
Motion by Chairperson Backous, seconded by Councilmember McGlone to recommend to City 
Council to have signage in both directions, look at the sight lines to push them out far enough in 
advance to caution of pedestrian crossing ahead. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone.  Voting No: 
None. Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
5.5 Discuss Trail Easement at 15620 Krypton Street 
 
City Engineer Tim Himmer reviewed in the staff report that the prospective buyers of the 
property at 15620 Krypton Street is concerned about having a trail through the center of the 
backyard and are requesting that the City relocate the trail into the easement along the common 
lot line.   
 
City Engineer Himmer stated we could purchase the easement area at a reduced price, or do 
nothing and deal with it at a later date, or the City could come through and force it through 
eminent domain. 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Backous upon closing would 
enter into agreement with the new homeowners to remove the bituminous in the yard, reestablish 
turf, and accept the pedestrian trail easement on the entire edge of property on their side.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone.  Voting No: 
None. Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
5.7 Consider Stormwater Improvements at 149th Lane – A Continuation of Discussion 

Related to 2011 Flooding Concerns  
 
City Engineer Tim Himmer reviewed this area is west of TH47 and east of 149th Lane, and the 
area in question is adjacent to the large DNR wetland that abuts TH47.  The City Council 
accepted a petition on August 23, 2011 that was initiated by the resident at 5410 149th Lane NW.   
The homeowner contacted the City about water standing in their backyard.  There is a draintile 
present across the neighboring lot to the south that connects this backyard to the DNR wetland.  
Stormwater and/or groundwater have flowed into the backyard, which is lower than the wetland 
in locations, and drainage and utility easements are recorded over this area on the property. 
 
The DNR lists the normal water level of the wetland as 860.0, and there is a retaining wall with 
steps in the backyard with an elevation on the lowest step at approximately 860.1.  The backyard  
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Slopes down to the east, away from the retaining wall, so there may be water present when the 
wetland is at normal elevation. 
 
There is an outlet pipe under TH 47, with an outlet structure that controls the water elevation in 
the wetland.  The lowest opening of the outlet structure was approximately 2 1/2 feet above the 
normal water elevation of the wetland at the time the elevated water concern was reported last 
summer.  This structure was quickly modified to lower the outflow elevation, in an attempt to 
alleviate the high water concern, and the invert from the wetland is now approximately 10 inches 
above the normal water elevation.  
 
For this project staff is proposing to remove the outlet control structure and 8 feet of pipe.  We 
then propose to remove vegetation around this location, that may be impeding flow, and reinstall 
another section of pipe to create a flared end section outlet with an invert elevation of 
approximately 860 (the normal water level of the wetland). 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Backous to go with staff’s 
recommendation to modify the outlet structure to lower the wetland outfall elevation, placement 
of a flared end section, and removal of vegetation around the outlet pipe and to include change 
order for City Council consideration. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember McGlone.  Voting No: 
None. Absent: Councilmember Elvig. 
 
This will be brought forward as a separate case at the June 12th, 2012 City Council meeting. 

 
COMMITTEE INPUT 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Chairperson Backous to adjourn the Public 
Works Committee meeting.  
 
Motion carried.   
 
The regular meeting of the Public Works Committee adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Grant Riemer 
Public Works Superintendent 
 
Drafted by Mary Jo Warner 
City of Ramsey Public Works Secretary 



   

Public Works Committee   5. 1.           
Meeting Date: 07/17/2012  

Submitted For: Grant Riemer By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Consider Traffic Control Change for Sunwood Dr/Sapphire St Intersection

Background:
Traffic and pedestrian safety continue to be a challenge at the intersection of Sunwood Dr and  Sapphire St.  The
angle of Sunwood Dr at the intersection, close proximity of the buildings, on street parking, and increased
pedestrian use make for some challenges when entering the intersection from the Sapphire St. Traffic counts were
taken at the intersection for a 48 hour period with the results as follows:
Sapphire St north of Sunwood Dr-215 vehicles avg in a 24 hr period
Sapphire St south of Sunwood Dr-898 vehicles avg in 24 hr period
Sunwood Dr east of Sapphire St-3826 vehicles avg in 24 hr period
Sunwood Dr west of Sapphire St-3280 vehicles avg in 24 hr period
It should also be mentioned there is no accident history at this intersection
Included in the options for consideration are a four way stop and a traffic signal.  Following is excerpt from
MUTCD concerning warrants needed to meet these conditions:
2B-5 Warrants for Stop Sign
Because the STOP sign causes a substantial inconvenience to motorists, it should be used only where warranted. A
STOP sign may be warranted at an intersection where one or more of the following conditions exist:
1. An intersection of a less important road with a main road where application of the normal right-of-way rule is
unduly hazardous.
2. A street enters a through highway or street.
3. An unsignalized intersection in a signalized area.
4. Other intersections where a combination of high speed, restricted view, and serious accident records indicates a
need for control by the STOP sign.
Prior to the application of these warrants, consideration should be given to less restrictive measures, such as the
YIELD sign, where a full stop is not necessary at all times. Periodic reviews of existing installations may be
desirable to determine whether, because of changed conditions, the use of less restrictive control or no control could
accommodate traffic demands safely and more effectively.
STOP signs should never be used on the through roadways or expressways. Properly designed expressway
interchanges provide for the continuous flow of traffic, making STOP signs unnecessary even on the entering
roadways. Where at-grade intersections are temporarily justified for local traffic in sparsely populated areas, STOP
signs should be used on the entering roadways to protect the through traffic. STOP signs may also be required at the
end of diverging roadways at the intersection with other highways not designed as expressways. In most of these
cases the speeds will not warrant any great increase in the sign sizes.

 

Notification:

Observations:
Staff has compiled four options for the committees consideration:

Option #1 Leave intersection as it is presently. At present the north and south bound legs of Sapphire St are
under a stop condition with Sunwood Dr being the main through street.
Option #2 Restrict on street parking on Sunwood Dr. By restricting on street parking the sight lines would be
improved to AASHTO standards and would be the most economical solution, but would come at the cost of onstreet
parking in front of the Municipal Center and Ramsey Office Plaza and Falls Cafe.  To increase visibility to
AASHTO standards, 10 parking spots would need to be eliminated in front of the municipal center on the south side



of Sunwood Drive and 8 on the north side. In front of the Ramsey Office Plaza 10 parking spots in total would be
lost, 5 on each side.
Option #3 Install stop signs on the east/west legs of Sunwood Dr creating an all stop condition.  At present
time this intersection does not meet warrants for an all stop condition under the MUTCD, but could be installed by
council direction.
Option #4 Install a traffic signal. Eventually this will be the solution for the intersection, in the future, after build
out of the COR.  At present time the intersection does not meet warrants for a signalized intersection nor is there a
funding source.  Rough estimate for a signalized intersection is $250,000.00

Funding Source:
Cost Center 0260 -Traffic Engineering

Staff Recommendation:
Because the intersection does not meet warrants for a four way stop at present time, staff would recommend
option#2.  There is a loss of on street parking as a result of choosing this option, but the option also provides the
safest alternative to a four way stop condition. 

Committee Action:
Motion to accept staff recommendation of option#2 limiting on-street parking on Sunwood Dr
                                 or 
Motion to reject staff recommendation and choose an alternative based on committee discussion

Attachments
Sunwood Dr sight triangles

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/12/2012 03:20 PM
Form Started By: Grant Riemer Started On: 06/21/2012 09:19 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/12/2012 







   

Public Works Committee   5. 2.           
Meeting Date: 07/17/2012  

Submitted For: Grant Riemer By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Tree Removal at 16490 Uranium St

Background:
Staff received a phone call from the residents at 16490 164th Ln stating that the large cottonwood tree in front of
their home had split in half and was now hung up in their oak tree. Staff investigated the site and determined that
the cottonwood tree was located in the ROW and therefore our responsibility to remove.  Chris Anderson our
environmental coordinator was asked to give an assessment of the tree and he concurred with the PW
superintendent that the tree should be removed.  Staff received quotes for removal from 3  companies and those
quotes are attached to the case.  The low bid for removal and clean up was from Olson Tree Service at $3300.00

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:
 Council Contingency Fund

Staff Recommendation:
Contract with Olson Tree Service for removal and clean up of the cottonwood tree at 16490 Uranium St for an
amount not to exceed $3300.00

Committee Action:
Motion to approve the use of the council contingency fund to contract with Olson Tree Service for tree removal and
clean up at 16490 Uranium St in an amount not to exceed $3300.00

Attachments
Tree removal estimates

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/10/2012 01:03 PM
Form Started By: Grant Riemer Started On: 07/02/2012 09:42 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/10/2012 











   

Public Works Committee   5. 3.           
Meeting Date: 07/17/2012  

Submitted For: Grant Riemer By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Review Overlay Project 11-05 (157th Ln east of Ramsey Blvd)

Background:
In April of 2011 an overlay project  was approved for 157th Ln east of Ramsey Blvd.  After the project some of the
residents had questions about the workmanship.  On November 8th members of the engineering staff, Council
Member McGlone, and Mayor Ramsey met with residents to hear their concerns. Attached to the case is a letter
containing a list of those concerns and the city's response.  Since that meeting residents have met several more
times to discuss the workmanship of the project with council members and staff.  On July 9th public works and
engineering staff met with residents Barb McKusick and Levi Dargis.  After discussing of the project and
reviewing the core samples taken at various points in the road, the two major concern remaining seem to be the
depth of material at the curb line and the warranty period.  Four core samples were taken on the project, with two of
them taken in the south curb line one in front of 6828 157th Ln and the other taken at 7020 157th Ln. Both samples
average 1-1/2 to 2" in depth approximately 9"-12" from the curb.  The other concern was with the warranty period. 
The warranty period is the standard one year from the city's acceptance of the project.  Staff has driven and
inspected the curb line on this project and other overlay projects performed last year by the same contractor (North
Valley). Staff found no signs of distress in the curb line on any of the projects.  Other concerns were with the
drainage in the cul-de-sac and the center seam of the road.  Mr. Dargis reviewed the repairs made in the cul-de-sac
with staff and was satisfied with the curbing and the drainage repairs.  The center seam was and remains crooked. 
The height difference has been somewhat eliminated by snowplowing there is still a slight lip, but not consistently,
through the project. Though this seam as not as straight as it should be it, it has no effect on the integrity of the road
surface itself.

Notification:
Affected residents will be notified of the meeting time and location by mail.

Observations:
Though there are some concerns with the road staff feels the overlay is sound and will perform up to standards. 
Staff will continue to monitor the road edge for possible problems, but doesn't foresee any at this time.

Funding Source:
Dependant on discussion

Staff Recommendation:
Accept the road project and monitor for any defects.  If any defects occur, treat as needed, within our routine
maintenance schedule.

Committee Action:
Motion to accept road and let warranty period expire.

Attachments
Letter addressing resident concerns

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/12/2012 03:20 PM



Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/12/2012 03:20 PM
Form Started By: Grant Riemer Started On: 07/02/2012 09:40 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/12/2012 





   

Public Works Committee   5. 4.           
Meeting Date: 07/17/2012  

By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public
Works

Title:
Review Resident's Concerns With The Sunfish Lk Blvd/CR116 Project

Background:
On June 13th city staff and the Ramsey City Council were cc 'd on an email from Ramsey resident Jessie Diaz and
Charles Cadenhead of Anoka County Highway.  The email was concerning the impact of the Sunfish Lake
Blvd/CR116 project was having on her neighborhood, the Sunfish Pond Town homes. Staff has brought this case
forward for review by the committee to see if any of the concerns merit city involvement.  Jessie Diaz has been
informed of this case and invited to attend.  The list of concerns are as follows:
1. Use of the the town home developments private road by non residents
2. Limited access to Caseys General Store because of the center medians on Sunfish Lk Blvd and CR 116
3. Increased traffic in surrounding neighborhoods because of the center medians on Sunfish Lk Blvd and CR116
4. Gaps in the sound walls constructed as part of the county project.

Notification:
A Letter was sent to Ms. Diaz informing her that the Ramsey Public Works  Committee would be review her
concerns.  Meeting location and time were included.

Observations:
Charles Cadenhead of Anoka County Highway has responded to Ms Diaz's email explaining the county's position
on her concerns.  The one suggestion he had for controlling non-resident traffic in her neighborhood was to post
"Private Road" signs at the entrances to the development.  These signs are already in place. 

Funding Source:
N/A

Staff Recommendation:
Follow the county's guidlines and suggestions

Committee Action:
Based on discussion

Attachments
email re Sunfish Lake Blvd/Bunker Lake Blvd Construction Project

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Grant Riemer 07/12/2012 07:27 AM
Grant Riemer (Originator) Jo Thieling 07/12/2012 11:01 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/12/2012 03:20 PM
Form Started By: Grant Riemer Started On: 07/09/2012 07:54 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/12/2012 













   

Public Works Committee   5. 5.           
Meeting Date: 07/17/2012  

Submitted For: Grant Riemer By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Consider Purchase of AVL System for PW Fleet

Background:
At the May 15 PW Committee meeting staff gave a brief overview of AVL systems and how they could be used in
our municipal fleet. Information gathered would primarily used in our plowing operation but could expand into
other areas.  An AVL system would track basic functions such as vehicle location, material use, vehicle speed, time
spent on a particular route etc.... When talking to other users, total material used seems to be their biggest need. 
Boundaries called "Geo Fences" can be drawn around plow routes and data can be gathered on how much material
was used on the road surface.  With this information, managers can better control and fine tune material
applications saving money and lessen environmental concerns. Mapping data can be supplied to the public, but not
directly as staff was first informed.  If you gave the general public access to the server it would quickly crash as
people checked to see where the plow trucks were.  One way around this would be to have the staff pull up the plow
map, take a screen shot and then upload that image to the city web page, Facebook etc... Data gathering is
performed basically the same in all 3 systems quoted.  The tracking device is always gathering information, plow
up plow down, sander on, vehicle speed, location and so on.  Data retrieval intervals are entirely up to staff and
effect operational costs of the system.  In operations such as sweeping, roadside mowing, sewer cleaning, you may
only need information at the end of the shift.  In severe weather or plowing operations you may want information
to be more immediate.  Anoka County Highway uses the Precise MRM system on their plow fleet.  They use the
once a day data retrieval approach for the most part and average about $11.00/month per vehicle.

Notification:

Observations:
RFP's were gathered from the 3 vendors on the State Bid list. Those vendors are Precise MRM, Location
Technologies, and Ameri Trak. Precise MRM has the biggest foot print in Minnesota with 31 municipal customers
and 1100 devices in service including Anoka County and the City of Duluth.  Precise is owned by Force America a
local company out of Burnsville, Mn.  Force America builds the spreader controls used in our plow trucks so
integration would be seamless.

Funding Source:
General fund cost center 0311-6580

Staff Recommendation:
Staff would recommend  the Precise MRM system. The other municipalities I have spoke with have given high
marks for the product itself, service, and tech support after the sale. They are using the AVL system for storm water
reporting, accident investigation, sanitary sewer cleaning and vehicle maintenance reporting.   As mentioned earlier
the company is local and is the vendor for our ground speed sander controls.  The use of the Precise system would
make integration a plug and play set up.  Staff will have the full financial breakdown available at the meeting as
well as some different options to cut costs.

Committee Action:
Motion to include the purchase of AVL system from Precise MRM in the 2013 Budget



Motion to include the purchase of AVL system from Precise MRM in the 2013 Budget
                                                           or
Motion to include the purchase of AVL system from Location Technologies in the 2013 Budget
                                                           or
Motion to deffer purchase of AVL system to a future budget year

Attachments
AVL Sysstem Cost Comparison

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 07/12/2012 03:20 PM
Form Started By: Grant Riemer Started On: 06/21/2012 09:22 AM

Final Approval Date: 07/12/2012 



PRECISE  MRM PW Snow Removal Fleet Ameri Trak
Quanities Product Product Description Per unit cost TOTAL COST Quanities Product

5 IX301 Base unit w/cable and magnetic antenna $699.00 $3,495.00 17 AT‐400
5 9873A001 Key upgrade for 5100 spreader controller $122.50 $612.50 17 AT‐BP

12 IX101 Base unit w/cable and magnetic antenna $350.00 $4,200.00 17
5 2260007 input harness for IX301 $19.95 $99.75

17 MSS0012 NAF+Software 12 month Access Fee+SW $129.99 $2,209.83 17
17 2880020 Position Switch $34.50 $586.50 17 AT‐CB‐01
17 Data Plan Data Charges (low use) $8.00 $1,632.00 17 AT‐ACE‐01
17 Data Plan Data Charges (high use) $20.00 $4,080.00 17 AT‐ACU‐01
17 Data Plan Data Charges (average ) $14.00 $2,856.00 17 ATE‐SA10

Total Hardware Cost for Precise MRM System $8,993.75 17 AT‐MP‐04
Total Annual Costs for Precise MRM System $5,065.83 17

Start up cost $14,059.58

Optional Police Departmant Fleet

11 IX101 Base unit w/cable and magnetic antenna $350.00 $3,850.00
11 MSS0012 NAF+Software 12 month Access Fee+SW $129.99 $1,429.89 Quanities Product
11 Data Plan Data Charges unlimited plan $26.99 $3,562.68 11 AT‐400

11
Total Hardware Cost for Precise MRM System $3,850.00 11 AT‐CB‐01
Total Annual Costs for Precise MRM System $1,429.89 11 AT‐ACE‐01

Start up cost $5,279.89 11 AT‐ACU‐01
11 ATE‐SA10
11 AT‐MP‐04
11



Navigo PW Snow Removal Fleet
Quanities Product Product Description Per unit cost TOTAL COST

17 LT6 GPS Cellular Modem $425.00 $7,225.00
17 Cable/Antenna $55.00 $935.00
17 Plow Monitor Switch $59.00 $1,003.00
5 Spreader interface $65.00 $325.00

17 9873A001 Key upgrade for 5100 spreader controller $245.00 $4,165.00
17 Software 12 month Access Fee $1.65 $336.60
17 Data Plan Data Charges  $10.99 $2,241.96
1 Per Account Monthly Charge $70.00 $70.00
1 User training $1,250.00
1 Installation training $1,250.00

Total Hardware/Training Cost for Navigo  $13,653.00
Total Annual Costs for Navigo $2,648.56

Start up cost $16,301.56

Optional Police Departmant Fleet

11 LT6/GPS Cellular Modem $425.00 $4,675.00



11 Software 12 month Access Fee $1.65 $217.80
11 Data Plan Data Charges  $10.99 $1,450.68

Total Hardware Cost for Navigo System $4,675.00
Total Annual Costs for Navigo System $1,668.48

Start up cost $6,343.48



PW Snow Removal Fleet
Product Description Per unit cost TOTAL COST
Cellular/GPS Tracking Device $649.00 $11,033.00
Battery Protector $60.00 $1,020.00
Cellular/ GPS Combo Antenna $29.99 $509.83

Software 12 month Access Fee $5.99 $1,221.96
Circuit Board $85.00 $1,445.00
Aircard Antenna Cable $9.99 $169.83
Aircard USB Interface Cable $2.49 $42.33
Event Module $249.00 $4,233.00
Mounting Plate for At‐400 $65.00 $1,105.00
Data Charges  Not included
Total Hardware Cost for Ameri Trak System $19,557.99
Total Annual Costs for Ameri Trak System $1,221.96

Start up cost $20,779.95

Optional Police Departmant Fleet
Product Description Per unit cost TOTAL COST
Cellular/GPS Tracking Device $649.00 $7,139.00

Software 12 month Access Fee $5.99 $790.68
Circuit Board $85.00 $935.00
Aircard Antenna Cable $9.99 $109.89
Aircard USB Interface Cable $2.49 $27.39
Event Module $249.00 $2,739.00
Mounting Plate for At‐400 $65.00 $715.00
Data Charges  Not included
Total Hardware Cost for Ameri Trak System $11,665.28
Total Annual Costs for Ameri Trak System $790.68

Start up cost $12,455.96



   

CC Regular Session   7. 1.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

Submitted For: Shane Nelson By: Shane Nelson, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title:
City Improvement Project 12-20; Sunwood Drive Realignment - Consider Change Order #1

Background:
On June 26, 2012 the City Council awarded a contract to North Pine Aggregate for City Improvement Project
12-20; Sunwood Drive Realignment.  The construction plans for this project identified an existing 65" x 92"
Reinforced Concrete Arch Pipe stub out of Structure 5004 that was constructed with the original improvements for
Sunwood Drive.  Structure 5004 is located in the old alignment of Sunwood Drive, approximately 500 feet west of
Zeolite, and will be entirely within the proposed COR TWO plat.  The purpose of the stub was to serve future
development when needed.  The construction plans have recently been submitted for the COR TWO plat and the
storm sewer stub discussed herein is not proposed to be utilized, therefore, the stub should be permanently
abandoned or removed.  Abandoning the pipe will consist of installing blow pipes on both sides, filling the pipe full
of sand and bulk-heading at the structure.

The construction project also included the partial excavation of Lake Ramsey.  We have been informed that the
excavation area was subject to extensive uncontrolled fill by a number of parties over the years.  The fill included
stockpiles of clay, street sweepings, sod chunks, and other mixed materials.  We have further been informed that
this issue was discussed with the former City Engineer during the mass grading effort and it was concluded that
extensive testing and mapping would be necessary to identify and quantify the uncontrolled fill.  The costs of the
mapping and testing were presumed to be in excess of the costs that would be incurred by simply dealing with the
material in the field with the Contractor, and the design engineer proceeded accordingly.  The design engineer has
reviewed this Change Order request and recommends approval to compensate the Contractor for unforeseen
conditions.

Observations:
In relation to the Abandon Arch Pipe at Structure 5004 Change Order item - Additional expense would be
incurred if the City were to consider removal of the pipe.  The additional expense would include costs for
dewatering and rebuilding/replacing the 12' diameter manhole.  The estimated cost savings for abandoning
vs. removing the pipe is $15,000 - $20,000. 

In relation to the Additional Topsoil Excavation and Handling Change Order item - this item will compensate the
Contractor for additional work already performed that was outside of the scope of the original contract.  The
proposed Change Order unit price was obtained through negotiations with the Contractor and is a fair price for the
additional work. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving Change Order #1 in the amount of $19,237.60. 

Funding Source:
The funding package for this project has been previously identified. 

Council Action:
Motion to approve proposed Change Order #1 in the amount of $19,237.60 for City Improvement Project #12-20;
Sunwood Drive Realignment.



Attachments
Change Order No 1

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:48 AM
Form Started By: Shane Nelson Started On: 08/03/2012 04:10 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 



Mn/DOT TP-2184-02 (5/83) 
State of Minnesota Department of Transportation                                                                                 Page 1 of 1 
 
 CHANGE ORDER #1 
 
 
Contractor:    North Pine Aggregate, Inc. S.P. No.   199-020-010, 199-104-010 
 
Address:       14551 Lake Drive F.P. No.   N/A 
 
                     Forest Lake, MN 55025  
 
Location:       CSAH 83 and 147th Avenue/Sunwood Drive Project Contract No.   N/A 
 
In accordance with the terms of this Contract, you are hereby authorized and instructed to perform the Work as altered by the following provisions: 
  

I:\AgendaQuick\Documents\Engineering\Sunwood Change Order No 1.doc 

Abandon existing arch pipe at structure 5004, additional topsoil excavation and handling for 
stockpiles/dump sites in the vicinity of Lake Ramsey.   
 
 ESTIMATE OF COST 
 Added Items 
 

ITEM 
NO. ITEM NAME UNIT QUANTITY UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 
1 Abandon Arch Pipe at Structure 5004 LS 1 $ 5,335.00 $ 5,335.00
2 Additional Topsoil Excavation and Handling CY 5,452 $2.55 $13,902.60

 
Original Contract Amount         $2,342,641.29 
Change in Contract due to this Change Order      $19,237.60 
Total Contract Amount               $2,361,878.89 
 
 
   Issued by:    
 
                             City Engineer                                           Date 
 
 
      Approved by:                                                            
                          City Administrator                                           Date 
 
   

                           Accepted by: 
                               Contractor’s Authorized Representative         Date 
CHANGE IN CONTRACT TIME 
 
Due to this change, the Contract Time: 
 

 
  
 
 

   
        is Increased by     �  _____ Working Days 

 
        is Decreased by    � _____ Calendar Days 
 
        s not changed. 
 
        May be revised if the work affected the controlling 
 operation. 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 2.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Consider Preliminary Plat and Final Plat Approval of COR TWO; Case of the City of Ramsey Housing and
Redevelopment Authority

Background:
The City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) has submitted a preliminary plat to subdivide
three (3) additional buildable lots in the RAMEY TOWN CENTER ADDITION and reconfigure lot lines for two
(2) existing parcels in RAMSEY TOWN CENTER 3rd ADDITION. The proposed development is located south of
the re-aligned Sunwood Drive and east of Armstrong Boulevard.

Notification:
In accordance with City Code and Minnesota Statute, Staff attempted to notify residents within 700 feet of the
subject property of the preliminary plat public hearing. The Public Hearing was published in the Anoka County
Union.

Observations:
The subject property is currently zoned COR-2 Commercial. The COR-2 sub-district allows for a traditional and
convenience retail. 

The development is proposing pads for three (3) retail users. Concurrently, an Application has been submitted for
Site Plan Review for Wiser Choice Liquors. That request will be reviewed separately. In addition, the remaining
two (2) future users will submit site plan applications at a later date.

The proposed development will be serviced by existing and re-aligned Sunwood Drive. All users will derive access
from shared access points as indicated on the Plan. As noted, based on the proposed parcel configuration, a shared
access easement will need to be reviewed by the City Attorney prior to releasing the Final Plat for recording.

Staff has calculated parking requirements based on Lots 3-5 as a whole, with the assumption of shared-parking
arrangements. Staff has noted some potential amendments to the Design Framework as it relates to future site plan
reviews for this sub-district to ensure consistency with the approved Development Plan, and will review said
findings at the meeting.

The Grading and Drainage and Utility Plans have been reviewed and a preliminary list of revisions are outlined in
the City Staff Review Letter.  However, Staff is still receiving and reviewing updates to the drainage, grading,
street, and utility plans. Additional information and revisions may be required once the Staff review is complete. It
appears that at least one easement will need to be vacated, potentially requiring an application for Easement
Vacation.

A Landscaping Plan has yet to be submitted.  Review and approval of a Landscaping Plan will be required prior to
issuance of a Building Permit.

Also attached is a copy of the Development Agreement required by City Code. Included in the Development
Agreement are the required Development Fees established annually by ordinance. Please note that Development
Fees are not proposed to be collected on areas within the vacated right-of-way for existing Sunwood Drive. A
detailed analysis is included in the Staff Review Letter, attached hereto.



Recommendation:
The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on Thursday, August 2nd and recommended approval of the
Preliminary and Final Plat contingent upon:
• Required amendments as outlined in the attached Staff Review File dated July 27, 2012

Funding Source:
Review of the application is being handled as part of regular Staff duties.

Council Action:
Motion to adopt a resolution granting Preliminary Plat approval of COR TWO

-AND-

Motion to adopt a resolution granting Final Plat Approval of COR TWO contingent upon:

 • Required amendments as outlined in the attached Staff Review File dated July 27, 2012, revised August 9, 2010
-AND- the Developer entering into a Development Agreement with the City.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Preliminary and Final Plat
Final Plat Sheet 1
Final Plat Sheet 2
Preliminary Plat Resolution
Final Plat Resolution
Development Agreement
Staff Review Letter
COR TWO Development Fees

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson Chris Anderson 08/08/2012 02:36 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:38 AM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 07/31/2012 11:09 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 
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Councilmember ______ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #12-08-___ 
 
A RESOLUTION GRANTING PRELIMINARY PLAT APPROVAL OF COR TWO 
 
 WHEREAS, the Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA), hereinafter 
referred to as “Applicant”, has properly applied for preliminary plat approval of COR TWO on 
the following described property located in the City of Ramsey: 

 
Outlots F, G, and H, RAMSEY TOWN CENTER ADDITION, Anoka County, 

Minnesota; 

 

-AND- 

 

Lots 1 and 2, Block 1, and Outlot A, RAMSEY TOWN CENTER 3
rd

 ADDITION, 

Anoka County, Minnesota; 

 

-OR UPON RECORDING- 

 

Lots 1-5, Block 1, COR TWO; 

 

-AND- 

 

Outlot A, COR TWO 

 
 (the “Subject Property”) 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 7th, 2012, the City of Ramsey received an application and sketch 
plan from Housing and Redevelopment Authority for a plat to be named COR ADDITION; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 7th, 2012 the Planning Commission reviewed the sketch plan and 
recommended that the Developer proceed to the preliminary plat stage; and 
 

WHEREAS, on July 11th, 2012, the Developer submitted a preliminary plat for COR 
TWO to the City; and  
 

WHEREAS, on August 2ND, 2012, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing 
and recommended the City Council approve the preliminary plat COR TWO; and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 28th, 2012, the City Council reviewed the preliminary plat for 

COR TWO; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 



RESOLUTION #12-08-___ 
Page 2 of 2 

 
That the Ramsey City Council hereby grants preliminary plat approval to COR TWO, contingent 
upon compliance with City Staff File Letter dated July 27, 2012. 
 



RESOLUTION #12-08-___ 
Page 3 of 2 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
 
and the following abstained: 
 
  
 
and the following were absent: 
 
  
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 28th day of August, 2012. 
 
 
              
       Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 



Councilmember ________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #12-08-___ 
 

A RESOLUTION GRANTING FINAL PLAT APPROVAL OF COR TWO 
 
 WHEREAS, the Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA), hereinafter 
referred to as “Applicant”, has properly applied for preliminary plat approval of COR TWO on 
the following described property located in the City of Ramsey: 

 
Outlots F, G, and H, RAMSEY TOWN CENTER ADDITION, Anoka County, 

Minnesota; 

 

-AND- 

 

Lots 1 and 2, Block 1, and Outlot A, RAMSEY TOWN CENTER 3
rd

 ADDITION, 

Anoka County, Minnesota; 

 

-OR UPON RECORDING- 

 

Lots 1-5, Block 1, COR TWO; 

 

-AND- 

 

Outlot A, COR TWO 

 
 (the “Subject Property”) 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 7th, 2012, the City of Ramsey received an application and sketch 
plan from Housing and Redevelopment Authority for a plat to be named COR ADDITION; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 7th, 2012 the Planning Commission reviewed the sketch plan and 
recommended that the Developer proceed to the preliminary plat stage; and 
 

WHEREAS, on July 11th, 2012, the Developer submitted a preliminary plat for COR 
TWO to the City; and  
 

WHEREAS, on August 2ND, 2012, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing 
and recommended the City Council approve the preliminary plat COR TWO; and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 28th, 2012, the City Council approved the preliminary plat for 

COR TWO; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 11th, 2012, the Applicant submitted a Final Plat for review; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 28th, 2012, the City Council approved the final plat for COR 

TWO. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 



RESOLUTION #12-08-___ 
Page 2 of 2 

That the Ramsey City Council hereby grants final plat approval of COR TWO in accordance with 
relevant City Codes, contingent upon compliance with City Staff Review Letter dated July 27, 2012, and 
the Applicant entering into a Development Agreement with the City. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember _____, 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
and the following abstained: 
 
  
 
and the following were absent: 
 
  
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 28th 
day of August, 2012. 
 
 
              
        Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
City Clerk 



CITY OF RAMSEY 
DEVELOPMENT CONTRACT FOR COR THREE 

 
This CONTRACT dated this    day of _____, 2012, and is by and between the CITY 

OF RAMSEY, a Minnesota municipal corporation (the “CITY”), the HOUSING AND 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY IN AND FOR THE CITY OF RAMSEY, MINNESOTA, 7550 
Sunwood Dr NW, Ramsey, MN 55303, (the “PERMITTEE”) . 

 
WHEREAS, the PERMITTEE is the owner of land legally described as follows: 
 

Outlots F, G, & H, RAMSEY TOWN CENTER ADDITION 
 
-AND- 
 
Lots 1 & 2, Outlot A, RAMSEY TOWN CENTER 3RD ADDITION 
 
-OR UPON RECORDING- 
 
Lots 1-5, Outlot A, COR TWO 
 
(the “Subject Property”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the PERMITTEE has received approval from the CITY to subdivide the Subject 
Property and plat the same as COR TWO (the “Plat”). 
 
THEREFORE, THE CITY and the PERMITTEE AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1. Conditions of Approval.  The CITY hereby approves the Plat on condition that: 

 
a. The PERMITTEE enter into this Contract, and 

 
2. Development Plans.  The PERMITTEE shall develop the Plat in accordance with the Final 

Plat Plans prepared by Landform dated ______________ (the “Plans”).  The Plans shall not 
be attached to this Contract, but are in CITY files. 

 
3. Stage I Improvements Required.  The improvements the CITY requires are as follows: 

 
a. None. 
 
(“Stage I Improvements”) 
 

The PERMITTEE agrees to construct the Stage I Improvements according to the terms and 
conditions of this Contract and in accordance with the Plans.  The Plans are subject to revisions 
per City Staff Review Letter dated July 27, 2012, revised August 9, 2012.  The final construction 
plan for the Stage I Improvements shall be submitted to the CITY Engineer for review and 
approval prior to commencement of construction. 
  
The PERMITTEE agrees to provide specifications, subject to review and approval of the City 
Engineer, for construction and restoration of utilities within existing rights of way.  Work must be 
completed under traffic, be brought up to grade, and must restored to existing conditions within 
24 hours. 



 
The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for completing the rough grading of the Plat and 
providing lot corner stakes prior to the installation of underground utilities as set forth above. 
 
Stage I Improvement Financial Guarantee.  Since the PERMITTEE is a CITY authority, the 
PERMITTEE shall not be required to provide a financial guarantee to the CITY guaranteeing 
the construction of the Stage I Improvements and their timely completion. 
 
4. Inspection Fees.  Since the PERMITTEE is a CITY authority, the PERMITTEE shall not 

be required to provide an escrow to the CITY for the purpose of compensating for inspection 
services. 

 
5. Installation.  Not applicable. 

 
6. Time of Performance.  Not applicable. 

 
7. Ownership of Improvements.  Not applicable. 

 
8. License.  Not applicable. 

 
9. Stage II Improvements.  The Stage II Improvements which the CITY requires are as follows: 

 
a. Monuments 
b. Boulevard streetlights consistent with the COR master lighting and City policy (3 

years O & M) 
 

(“Stage II Improvements”) 
 

10. Stage II Improvements to Outlot.  The Stage II Improvements will be completed when the 
status of Outlot A is changed by the filing of a separate plat for Outlot A. 

 
11. Clean Up.  The PERMITTEE shall promptly clear from public streets and property any soil, 

earth, or debris resulting from the construction work on its respective lots. 
 

12. Payment for Stage II Improvements.  No additional payment to ensure construction of Stage 
II Improvements shall be required for the Plat. 

 
Stage II Improvements shall be installed in accordance with the Plans and in accordance with 
CITY standards, CITY Code, and those plans and specifications which have been prepared 
by a registered professional engineer presented to the CITY by THE PERMITTEE have 
been approved by the CITY Engineer.   

 
13. Street Cleaning.  After the street surfacing is installed, the PERMITTEE shall clear any soil, 

earth, or debris from the streets resulting from any construction within the Plat by each of 
them.  From time to time, the CITY may remove accumulations of soil, earth, and debris 
from the streets resulting from the construction of the plat.  It shall be the PERMITTEE’s  
responsibility to pay the costs associated with this necessary street cleaning.  Invoices from 
the CITY to the PERMITTEE for such costs shall be paid within fifteen (15) days of the 
date of the invoice.   

 



14. PERMITTEE Default.  In the event of default by the PERMITTEE as to any of the work to 
be performed by it hereunder, the CITY may, at its option, perform the work and the 
PERMITTEE shall promptly reimburse the CITY for any reasonable expense incurred by 
the CITY, provided the PERMITTEE is first given written notice of the work in default, not 
less than 48 hours in advance.  This Contract is a license for the CITY to act, and it shall not 
be necessary for the CITY to seek a Court Order for permission to enter the Subject Property.  
When the CITY does any such work, the CITY may, in addition to its other remedies, assess 
the cost in whole or in part to the benefitted property.  The PERMITTEE grants the City 
approval to seek reimbursement from any of the PERMITTEE’s escrows held by the CITY. 

 
15. Miscellaneous. 

 
a. Invalidity of Any Section.  If any portion, section, subsection, sentence, clause, 

paragraphs or phrase of this Contract is for any reason invalid, such decision shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portion of this Contract. 

 
b. Written Amendments Only.  The action or inaction of the CITY shall not constitute a 

waiver or amendment to the provisions of this Contract.  To be binding, amendments 
or waivers shall be in writing, signed by the parties and approved by written 
resolution of the CITY Council.  The CITY’s failure to promptly take legal action to 
enforce this Contract shall not be a waiver or release. 

 
c. Compliance with Laws and Regulations. The PERMITTEE represents to CITY that 

the Plat complies with all City, County, metropolitan, State, and Federal laws and 
regulations, including but not limited to: subdivision ordinances, zoning ordinances 
and environmental regulations.  If the CITY determines that the Plat does not 
comply, the CITY may, at its option, refuse to allow any construction or 
development work in the Plat until the PERMITTEE does comply.  Upon the 
CITY’s demand shall cease work until there is compliance. 

 

d. The obligations of the PERMITTEE under this Contract are personal to the 
PERMITTEE and do not run with title to the Subject Property. 

 
e. Mailbox Locations.  The PERMITTEE agree that the placement of mailboxes along 

public streets is subject to the approval by the CITY.  Utility locates will be 
necessary.   

 
f. Boulevard and Area Restoration.   The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for the 

cost of establishing seed in all boulevards within thirty (30) days of the completion of 
the street improvements, and restoring all other areas disturbed by the development 
grading operation in accordance with the approved Grading and Erosion Control 
plan.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for the cost of cleaning any soil, earth, 
or debris from the wetlands within and adjacent to this Plat resulting from grading 
performed in the development of the Plat. 

 
g. Construction, Hours and Entrance Signs.  The CITY restricts construction and 

delivery hours to Monday through Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  The 
PERMITTEE is required to provide a sign at each entrance point stating delivery 
and construction operation hours.  Said signs are not to exceed eighty (80) square feet 
in size and must be clearly visible at all times during the construction period.  



 
h. Constructing Site Maintenance.  The PERMITTEE shall adhere to all CITY 

ordinances relating to, but not limited to, dumping of garbage, site development, 
construction debris, open burning, etc.  

 
i. Estimated Cost.  It is understood and agreed that cost amounts set forth in this 

Contract as to Stage I and Stage II Improvements, unless qualified as fixed amounts, 
are estimated.  The PERMITTEE agree to pay the entire cost of said improvements 
including interest, engineering and legal fees related thereto. 

 
j. Plat Approval Expenses.  The PERMITTEE agrees that it will pay to CITY all 

CITY expenses incurred in the approval of the Plat, including, but not limited to, 
administration expenses, engineering and legal fees.  Said expenses incurred after 
recording of the Final Plat shall also be paid within said fifteen (15)  day billing 
period.  Failure to pay the CITY’S expenses within the fifteen (15) day billing period 
will permit the CITY to draw upon any of the escrows required by this contract for 
payment.   

 
k. Reimbursement to the CITY.  The PERMITTEE agree to reimburse the CITY for 

all costs incurred by the CITY in defense or enforcement of this Contract, or any 
portion thereof, including court costs and reasonable engineering and attorney’s fees. 

 
l. Marketable Title.  Prior to recording of the Final Plat, the PERMITTEE shall 

provide the CITY with proof of marketable title to the Plat either through a currently 
certified abstract, registered property abstract or title insurance.  

 
m. Certificate of Occupancy.  The term “Certificate of Occupancy” as used in this 

Contract shall be defined as a document issued by the CITY’S Building Official, 
which authorizes the structure to be used for its intended purposes. 

 
n. Proof of Authority.  The CITY requires the PERMITTEE to provide proof of 

authority by their respective governing boards to execute this Contract.  This proof of 
authority may be satisfied by providing the CITY with a certified copy of the 
minutes of the governing board of each entity which grants such authority. 

 
 

o. Violation of This Contract.  If the PERMITTEE fails to perform any of the terms of 
this Contract in the manner required by the CITY, the CITY shall be entitled to 
recover, from the defaultee, or the issuer of their financial guarantee, the full amount 
of any and all financial guarantees.  Breach of any of the terms of this Development 
Contract by the PERMITTEE shall also be grounds for denial of Building Permits to 
the PERMITTEE.   

 
 

16. Requirements for Building and Occupancy Permits. 
 

a. No building permit for any lot in the Plat shall be issued until: (a) a Class 5 driving 
surface is installed to within 300 feet of the structure; (b) a Certificate of Survey, 
including that survey information required by the CITY has been supplied to the 
CITY Building Official; c.) all the financial guarantees required by the CITY have 
been satisfied; d.) a Permit from the Lower Rum River Watershed Management 



Organization has been obtained; (e) a Permit from Anoka County Soil Conservation 
District has been obtained (if necessary); and (f) this Contract has been signed and 
received by the CITY. 

  
b. No occupancy permit for any lot in the Plat shall be issued until: (a) vehicular access 

to the lot is provided, including the installation of at least one layer of bituminous 
surfacing; (b) all utilities are in place, operational and accepted by the CITY; (c) for 
lots that have a slope of less than 2%, a certificate of grading, prepared by a licensed 
(State of Minnesota) professional land surveyor, must be provided to the CITY 
documenting that the flattest grade on this lot is 1% or greater; and (d) boulevard sod 
and landscape tree, or escrow for same, have been provided. 

 
c. Payment of Development Fees.  

 
17. Park Dedication.  The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying Park Dedication 

requirements. The 2012 Park Dedication Fee is $4,738 per commercial area of net 
developable area. You will be responsible for a payment of Eighteen Thousand Seven 
Hundred Sixty Two Dollars and No Cents ($2,475 x 3.96 acres = $18,762.00). The rate in 
effect at the time of execution of this Contract will be collected.    

 
18. Trail Development Fees.  The PERMITTEE development is responsible for satisfying Trail 

Development Fee requirements. The 2012 Trail Development Fee is $1,090 per commercial 
area of net developable area. You will be responsible for a payment of Four Thousand Three 
Hundred Sixteen Dollars and No Cents ($600 x 3.96 acres = $4,316.00). The rate in effect at 
the time of execution of this Contract will be collected. 

 
19. Sanitary Sewer Connection (Trunk) Fees.  The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying 

Sanitary Sewer Trunk Fee requirements. The 2012 Sewer Truank Fee is $3,824 per 
commercial area of net developable area. You will be responsible for a payment of Fifteen 
Thousand One Hundred Forty Three Dollars and No Cents ($1,271 x 3.96 acres = 
$15,143.00). The rate in effect at the time of execution of this Contract will be collected. 

 

20. Water Connection (Trunk) Fees.  The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying Water 
Trunk Fee requirements. The 2012 Water Trunk Fee is $8,337 per commercial area of net 
developable area. You will be responsible for a payment of Thirty Three Thousand Fifteen 
Dollars and No Cents ($2,226 x 17 units = $33,015.00). The rate in effect at the time of 
execution of this Contract will be collected. 

 
21. Sanitary Sewer Lateral Fees.  The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying Sanitary Sewer 

Lateral Fee requirements as the newly constructed units will be connecting to existing 
infrastructure. The 2012 Sanitary Sewer Lateral Fee is $3,847 per connection. You will be 
responsible for a payment of Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Forty One Dollars and No 
Cents ($3,847 x 3 connections = $11,541.00). The rate in effect at the time of execution of 
this Contract will be collected. The actual construction costs to extend private services from 
existing connection points may be elegible for credit to lateral fees.  

 
22. Water Lateral Fees.  The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying Water Lateral Fee 

requirements as the newly constructed units will be connecting to existing infrastructure. The 
2012 Water Lateral Fee is $8,777 per connection. You will be responsible for a payment of 
Twenty Six Thousand Three Hundred Thirty One Dollars and No Cents ($8,777 x 3 



connections = $26,331.00). The rate in effect at the time of execution of this Contract will be 
collected. The actual construction costs to extend private services from existing connection 
points may be elegible for credit to lateral fees. 

 
23. Stormwater Management Fee.  The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying Stormwater 

Trunk Fee requirements The 2012 Water Trunk Fee is $4,465 per commercial area of net 
developable area. You will be responsible for a payment of Seventeed Thousand Six Hundred 
Eight One Dollars and No Cents ($448 x 3.96 acres = $17,681.00). The rate in effect at the 
time of execution of this Contract will be collected. 

 
24. Development Fees for the Outlots.  The PERMITTEE agrees none of the above fees are 

being collected for the outlots and therefore said outlots are subject to similar fees at a future 
date when it subdivides for development. 

 
25. Notices.  Required notices shall be in writing, and shall be either hand delivered to the 

Parties, its employees or agents, or mailed to them by certified or registered mail at the 
following address: 
 
CITY OF RAMSEY HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Attn: Executive Director 
7550 Sunwood Drive 
Ramsey, MN  55303 
 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
Attn: City Administrator 
7550 Sunwood Drive NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

 
  



CITY OF RAMSEY 
 
 
By:______________________________ 
Its: Mayor 

 
ATTEST 
 
 
By:______________________________ 
Its: City Clerk 

 
 

CITY OF RAMSEY HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
 

By:______________________________ 
Its: Executive Director 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
    )ss. 
COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 
  
On this______________ day of_______________ 2012, before me a Notary Public within and for said 
County, personally appeared Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M. Thieling, to me personally known, who each by 
me dually sworn, each did say that they are respectively the Mayor and the City Clerk of Ramsey, the 
municipal corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and that the seal affixed to said instrument was 
signed and sealed in behalf of said municipality by authority of its City Council and said Mayor and City 
Clerk acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said municipal corporation 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
    )ss. 
COUNTY OF _______________ ) 
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of ____________ , 2012, 
by, __________________, the ___________________ of the City of Ramsey Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority, a __________ under the laws of the State of Minnesota, on its behalf. 
 
             
       ________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
 
This document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 
City of Ramsey      Randall and Goodrich, PLC 
7550 Sunwood Drive NW    2140 Fourth Ave N 
Ramsey, MN 55303     Anoka, MN 55303 



 
 
 
 
 
 
July 27, 2012 
 
 
City  of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority  
Attn: Kurt Ulrich, Executive Director 
7550 Sunwood Dr NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
 
Re: Major Subdivision Review 
 COR TWO 
 
Dear Mr. Ulrich: 
 
The City of Ramsey has received your application for a Major Plat for a three (3) lot retail subdivision at 
Sunwood Drive and Armstrong Boulevard.  Under separate review, the City is also reviewing a site plan 
for Wiser Choice Liquor. Comments from that Review File dated July 28, 2012 must also be addressed as 
part of this application. City  Staff is recommending to the Planning Commission approval of the request 
contingent upon the following: 
 

 Required amendments as outlined in the attached Staff Report dated July 27, 2012, revised 
August 9, 2012  

 
Please note: this is only a recommendation that is subject to review by the Planning Commission and 

final decision by the City Council.  A copy of the review file and staff report are attached for your 
review.   The City Council will review the request on Monday, August 13th at 7:00 p.m. at the Ramsey 
Municipal Center in the Council Chambers.  Please note that this is a rescheduled date for the Regular 
City Council Meeting. You, or a representative of the development, are highly encouraged to attend this 
meeting.  Please contact me at your earliest convenience prior to the meeting to verify  if you will be 
attending. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at 763-576-4308 or by email 
at tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
 
 
 
Tim Gladhill 
Development Services Manager 
 
Enclosures 
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CITY OF RAMSEY PLANNING DIVISION 
REVIEW FILE 

 

DATE 7/27/2012, 

REVISED 

8/9/12 

PROJECT ADDRESS TBD  

PROJECT. TITLE COR TWO 

REVIEW FILE #  

APPLICANT: City of Ramsey HRA 

PRIMARY REVIEWER: 
Tim Gladhill– Development Services Manager 
Phone:  763-576-4308  Fax: 763-433-9848 
e-mail:  tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

 
We are in receipt of the proposed preliminary and final plat for COR TWO.  The submittal consists of the 
following sheets: 
 

 Sheets C0.1, C1.1, C1.2, C1.3 (revised), C1.4 (revised),  
 

(the “Plans”) 
 

We offer the following comments regarding your site plan and plat submittal: 
 
Planning and Zoning 

Reviewer: Tim Gladhill, Development Services Manager 
tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

763-576-4308 

 
General: The proposed plat consists of three (3) additional buildable lots to facilitate the development of 
a retail development.  The proposed plat also includes minor re-platting of existing Lots 1 and 2, Block 1, 
RAMSEY TOWN CENTER 3rd ADDITION. 
 
Lot Dimensions:  The proposed lot dimensions (and required minimums) are as follows (approximate): 
 
 
Minimum Lot Size Proposed Required 
Lot 3 1.51 acres n/a 
Lot 4 1.14 acres n/a 
Lot 5 1.31 acres n/a 
 
-continued on next page- 
 
 
Minimum Lot Width Proposed Required 
Lot 3* 93/191 feet 80 feet 
Lot 4 255 feet 80 feet 

mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us
mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us


Review File: COR TWO 
Preliminary Plat and Final Plat Review 

July 27, 2012, revised August 8, 2012 
Page 3 of 5 

 
Lot 5 200 feet 80 feet 
*Lot  3 has frontage along Armstrong Boulevard. However, access is not  being proposed on Armstrong Boulevard. 
Access is being proposed along Sunwood Drive. Lot 3 does not have frontage along Sunwood Drive, but  is proposed 
to gain access through a shared access easement . Ideally, Lot  3 would have frontage on Sunwood Drive, with a 
shared access easement  conveyed to Northstar Marketplace. Understanding the impacts of the Sunwood Drive re -
alignment  and need to maintain exist ing access points for Northstar Marketplace, St aff is willing to review the 
request  in it s current form. The format of the shared access easement shall be subject  to review by the City Attorney. 
Please submit a draft shared access easement for review by the City Attorney prior to review by the City Council. 
 
Minimum Lot Depth Proposed Required 
Lot 3 387 feet 100 feet 
Lot 4 226 feet 100 feet 
Lot 5 260 feet 100 feet 
 
It appears that the proposed plat conforms to all lot dimensional requirements as it relates to the Major 
Subdivision request. 
 
Streetscape. Lots with direct frontages along Sunwood Drive will be responsible for streetscape 
improvements as required by the Design Framework, including parking lot screening. 
 
Easements.  There are several easements that are required and indicated on the proposed plat. These 
easements shall be subject to the review of the City Attorney. In addition, if private utilities are requested 
to be relocated, advanced notification is required. Staff understands that this process has been started. 
Please coordinate with the City’s Engineering Division to ensure proper steps are taken to ensure the 
relocation of these private utilities is done in a timely manner. 
 
For existing, underlying easements, please submit an Application for Easement Vacation as soon as 
possible, with required data. This request must be processed concurrently  with the remaining review with 
the City Council. 
 
Development Contract.  The developer shall be required to enter into a Development Contract with the 
City to ensure timely completion of required improvements and obligations.  As part of the Development 
Contract, the Developer shall be responsible for certain securities and inspection fees related to required 
improvements.  In order to determine these final numbers, the City will need a detailed, itemized listing 
and projected cost of all exterior improvements exclusive of the building (water, sanitary sewer, trail, 
parking lot, landscaping, etc.).  Many of these comments will be deferred to individual site plan review. A 
draft Development Contract will be available prior to review by the City Council.  All associated 
development fees (trunk and lateral sanitary sewer, storm sewer, watermain, and trail) would also be 
referenced within and collected with the execution and recording of the development agreement, or 
otherwise agreed to defer to site plan approval. 
 
Civil Engineering 

Reviewer: Leonard Linton, Civil Engineer 

llinton@ci.ramsey.mn.us  

763-433-9834 
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Review File: COR TWO 
Preliminary Plat and Final Plat Review 

July 27, 2012, revised August 8, 2012 
Page 4 of 5 

 
All civil engineering review comments are included in the site plan review for Wiser Choice Liquor. Any 
approval for COR TWO is contingent upon the Staff Review File for said site plan review application. 
Comments from said review file are hereby incorporated by reference and available upon request.  
 
DEVELOPMENT FEES 
 
Development Fees for all three (3) proposed lots are included on Exhibit A, attached hereto. As this is a 
commercial development, development fees are calculated on a per-acre basis, based on increase in net-
developable area. Net-developable area is defined as the total size of the lot, subtracting any areas that are 
not able to be developed (such as wetlands, right-of-ways, and any areas under the 100-year flood 
elevation). Due to the portion of vacated right of way for Sunwood Drive and the configuration of right of 
way for the realigned Sunwood Drive, an existing, constructed street, Development Fees on portions 
conveyed to existing Lots 1 and 2, Block 1 RAMSEY TOWN CENTER ADDITION (Northstar 
Marketplace) are not proposed to be charged to said lots. As this is a City  Improvement Project, the City 
cannot require payment of Development Fees on areas of right of way that is vacated to adjoining 
properties. In addition, it was necessary for the City to maintain existing access points for the existing 
development along Sunwood Drive. The modified western access for Northstar Marketplace and 
realigned Sunwood Drive resulted in excess area that did not result in a buildable parcel. In addition, the 
required sidewalk easement bisects this area, resulting in a reduction of net developable area. Therefore, it 
is Staff’s recommendation, consistent with the City ’s current ordinances and policies, that the additional 
area conveyed to Lots 1 and 2, Block 1, COR TWO are not subject to additional Development Fees. 
 
Please note that the draft development fee spreadsheet attached will need to be revised based 

upon these discussions. A final draft of development fees will be available prior to review with 

the City Council. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Additional Review.  Due to its location, the request has been forwarded to Anoka County Highway 
Department for review and comment.  Comments will be forwarded to you for review when available. To 
date, the City has not received comments from the Anoka County Highway Department. Approval of 
COR TWO shall be contingent upon receiving review by the Anoka County Highway Department. 
 
 
 
 

-end of report- 
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COR TWO Development Fees

Parcel Lot Size (Sect. 2) Connections Lights Park Dedication Trail Development Sanitary Sewer Trunk Water Trunk Sanitary Sewer Lateral Water Lateral Stormwater Management Street Lights Street Light O & M Total

Lot 1* (increased area) 0 0 0 -$                          -$                                -$                                    -$                   -$                                       -$                     -$                                              -$                   -$                               $0

Lot 2* (increased area) 0 0 0 -$                          -$                                -$                                    -$                   -$                                       -$                     -$                                              -$                   -$                               $0

Lot 3 1.51 1 4 7,154$                  1,646$                        5,774$                             12,589$         3,847$                               8,777$              6,742$                                     10,400$        1,176$                       $58,112

Lot 4 1.14 1 4 5,401$                  1,243$                        4,359$                             9,504$           3,847$                               8,777$              5,090$                                     10,400$        1,176$                       $49,804

Lot 5 1.31 1 4 6,207$                  1,428$                        5,009$                             10,921$         3,847$                               8,777$              5,849$                                     10,400$        1,176$                       $53,621

*Based on net increase of developable area.

3.96 Totals 18,762$                4,316$                        15,143$                          33,015$         11,541$                             26,331$           17,681$                                    31,200$         3,528$                        161,537$  

NET BUILDABLE AREA CALCULATIONS

(IN ACRES)

Section 1 Section 2

Net Lot Size INCREASE Lots 1 & 2 Existing Lot Size Proposed Lot Size Net Increase ROW Vacation Credit Final Lot Size

Lot 1 0.47 1.09 0.62 Lot 1

Lot 2 8.92 9.59 0.67 Lot 2

Lot 3 0 1.51 1.51 Lot 3

Lot 4 0 1.14 1.14 Lot 4

Lot 5 0 1.31 1.31 Lot 5

Current Development Fee Rates

Park Dedication Fee $4,738 per acre

Trail Development Fee $1,090 per acre

Sanitary Sewer Trunk Fee $3,824 per acre

Water Trunk Fee $8,337 per acre

Sanitary Sewer Lateral Fee $3,847 per connection

Water Lateral Fee $8,777 per connection

Stormwater Management Fee $4,465 per acre

Street Lights $2,600 per light

Street Lights Operation and Maintenance $294 per light



   

CC Regular Session   7. 3.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Consider Site Plan Approval of Wiser Choice Liquor

Background:
The City has received an Application for Site Plan Review for Wiser Choice Liquor, a proposed 12,000 square foot
retail building located in the COR-2 sub-district. The proposed building is a multi-tenant retail space located north
of RAMSEY TOWN CENTER 3rd ADDITION (Coborn's anchored retail development). Also reviewed
concurrently is COR TWO, the Major Plat necessary to subdivide this Property for development.

Notification:
Notification is not required for Site Plan Review. However, City Staff attempted to notify all Property Owners
within 700 feet of the Public Hearing for COR TWO.

Observations:
The site plan is proposing to construct a 12,000 square foot multi-tenant retail facility on Lot 3, Block 1, COR
TWO.  The subject property is 1.51 acres in size and is zoned COR-2 Retail; the proposed building is a permitted
use in this district. Approval of the site plan is contingent upon approval of the major plat entitled COR TWO.  
 
The site will derive access from Sunwood Drive through a recorded access easement, as the site will not have
frontage directly adjacent to Sunwood Drive. The site will also be located along Armstrong Boulevard; however,
due to restricted access and the future construction of Armstrong Boulevard, access will not be granted onto
Armstrong Boulevard. The off-street parking and maneuvering areas will be surfaced with bituminous paving and
finished with concrete curbing.  The site plan is proposing sufficient parking stalls when addressing Block 1 as a
unified development. Cross access easements will be required for all shared accesses.
 
The Property is subject to the architectural standards found in the Design Framework, which is adopted as part of
the Zoning Ordinance by reference. The proposed mix of cultured stone, rock faced brick, metal roof,
and cementitious siding are generally acceptable. The Design Framework does allow for siding in the retail area as
an accent material, but not a primary material. The combination of brick and stone appear to be the primary
material of the proposed building. The proposed building is one story in height.
 
The grading and drainage plan is generally acceptable with the revisions outlined in the City Staff Review
Letter. The Utility Plan is impacted by the Sunwood Drive re-alignment project. Actual costs to extend the private
utilities from the existing stubs to the proposed buildings are eligible for credit to the required Lateral Fees.
 
The submittal is deficient of a landscaping plan. A landscaping plan will need to be submitted and approved prior
to the issuance of a Building Permit.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with reviewing the Application are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Council Action:
Motion to recommend that the City Council approve the Site Plan for Wiser Choice Liquors, contingent upon
compliance with the Staff Review File dated July 27, 2012, revised August 9, 2012.
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WISER CHOICE LIQUOR 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

 THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into by and between the  CITY OF RAMSEY, a 
municipal corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota (the "CITY"), and M & W HOLDING 
COMPANY, LLC,  a limited liability corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota, whose 
address is 7533 Sunwood Dr NW, Anoka, Minnesota (the “PERMITTEE”). 

 
 WITNESSETH: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Permittee is the fee owner of the following described property situat ed in the 
CITY OF RAMSEY, County of Anoka, State of Minnesota, and legally described as follows: 
 
  Lot 3, Block 1, COR TWO, Anoka County, Minnesota 
 
 (the "Subject Property"); and 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 13, 2012 the CITY approved the final plat of the Subject Property for 
COR TWO (the Plat"),  
 
 WHEREAS, on August 13, 2012, the CITY approved the final site plan for the Wiser Choice 
Liquor on the Subject Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the PERMITTEE intends to cause the Required Improvements to the Subject 
Property to be constructed without financial participation by the CITY. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the CITY and PERMITTEE agree as follows:   

 
SECTION I 

REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

1. City Code Compliance.  The CITY approves the Site Plan conditioned on the PERMITTEE 
developing the Subject Property in accordance with the applicable provisions of City Code .  

 
2. Conformance with Plan.  The Site Plan shall be developed pursuant to the prepared by Wilkus 

Architects and Landform Professional Services , dated _________, 2012.   
 

3. Incorporation of All City Code Requirements .  That the recitals above and the applicable 
provisions of the City Charter, Subdivision Code, Zoning Code and Public Improvement Code 
of the CITY, as amended to date hereof, are incorporated herein by reference. 

 
4. State Building Code Compliance. The Structures shall be constructed in accordance with the 

requirements of the Building Code.  
 

5. Fire Lanes. Fire lanes shall be maintained on the Site. The exact locations of these items on the 
Site shall be as directed by the Fire Chief. The PERMITTEE herein agrees to post “No Parking” 



Wiser Choice Liquor 

Development Permit 

Page 2 of 6 

signs along private streets in accordance with City Code requirements and in conjunction with 
the instructions of the Fire Chief. 

 
6. Building Façade. The PERMITTEE agrees to construct the building in accordance with the 

site plan and architectural elevations prepared by Wilkus Architects  dated ______, 2012, and 
approved by the City Council on August 13, 2012.  

 
7. Required Improvements. The PERMITTEE shall construct and install the following site 

improvements on the Site in accordance with the specifications and location as shown on the 
Site Plan. The Required Improvements are as follows:  

 
a. Site grading in accordance with the Grading Plan prepared by Landform Professional 

Services dated ________, 2012. 
b. Private storm sewer and appurtenances.  
c. Private sanitary sewer system 
d. Private watermains and appurtenances  
e. Private trunk and lateral storm drainage facilities  
f. Bituminous driveways, parking lots, and maneuvering areas , including access to Sunwood 

Drive. 
g. Continuous, B6/12 concrete curbing and gutter around the perimeter of all bituminous 

surfaces. 
h. Installation of Landscaping in accordance with the Landscape Plan prepa red 

by______________ dated ___________, 2012.  
i. Irrigation metering and backflow devices shall be approved as part of the Utility Plan, and 

installed accordingly. 
j. Irrigation rain sensors shall be installed and appropriately placed throughout the 

development.  
k. Establishment of turf in areas disturbed during construction and in accordance with the 

Plat. 
l. Temporary and permanent erosion control 
 
 ("Required Improvements)". 
 

The PERMITTEE agrees to construct the Required Improvements according to the terms  and 
conditions of this agreement and in accordance with PERMITTEE’s  plans submitted to the CITY.   

 
8. Required Improvements Completion Date.  The Required Improvements shall be                                  

completed on or before August 13, 2013. 
 
9. Required Improvements Financial Guarantee.  In order to ensure the installation of the Required 

Improvements in accordance with City specifications and in a timely manner, the Permittee shall be 
required to deposit with the City a cash escrow or letter of credit, approved as to form by the City, 
in the amount of _______________ Dollars and No Cents. ($_____________.00), which is 150% 
of the City's estimated cost of the Improvements.  Prior to the issuance of the building permit, all 
financial guarantees must be provided as required herein. 

  
Upon completion of the construction of the Required Improvements, the financial guarantee shall 
be returned to the PERMITTEE and the PERMITTEE shall be required to provide the landscaping 
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maintenance guarantee described in Item #14 of this Development Agreement.  The determination 
of completion of the construction of the Required Improvements shall be made by the City 
Council after consultation with the City Engineer.  In the event the PERMITTEE fails to construct 
and install the Required Improvements as required herein, the City Council may order the 
completion of the Required Improvements with City day labor and/or by letting contracts for said 
completion and draw upon the escrow for payment.  Only the City Council shall have the authority 
to direct completion of the Required Improvements and withdraw from the escrow account.  The 
PERMITTEE hereby grants permission and a license to the City and/or its contractors and 
assigns to enter upon the Site for the purpose of completing the construction and installation of 
the Required Improvements in the event of the PERMITTEE’s  default. 

 
10. Inspection Fees.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for all inspection costs incurred by the 

City related to the installation of Required Improvements.  The PERMITTEE shall make a cash 
deposit into the appropriate escrow account at the City and the City shall have the authority to 
draw upon these funds for the purpose of compensating for inspection services.  The amount of 
the deposit shall be equal to five percent (5%) of the estimated cost of the Required 
Improvements, which equates to _________________ Dollars and No Cents ($______.00) (5% x 
$______.00).  Upon completion of the Improvements to the satisfaction of the City, any surplus 
balance remaining in the City’s escrow account shall be refunded to the PERMITTEE. 
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SECTION II 
PERMITS AND OCCUPANCY  

 
11. Requirements for Building Permits .  No building permit for any lot in the Plat shall be issued 

until: (a)  a Class 5 driving surface is installed to within 300 feet of the structure;   (b) site plan 
approval is granted by the CITY and any expense incurred in giving site plan approval has been 
reimbursed to the CITY;  (c) the Building Official has been provided with a copy of the approved 
site plan, signed by a registered architect or surveyor, showing all dimension s to scale;  (d) the 
Plat has been recorded at Anoka County Property Records, (e) a Lower Rum River Watershed 
Management Organization Permit has been obtained. The CITY reserves the right to suspend all 
building activities upon the CITY being notified by an outside agency that the appropriate 
permit(s) was not obtained from the applicable agency.  Approval of the building foundation 
requires a certificate of elevation signed by a licensed (State of Minnesota), professional land 
surveyor, verifying that the elevation with the approved grading plan for the Plat.  Foundation 
approvals will require a certificate of elevation verifying that the actual elevation is in compliance 
with the approved grading and drainage plan. The lowest floor elevation shall be at le ast 2 feet 
above the 100 year elevation. 

 
No occupancy permit for any lot in the Plat shall be issued until:  (a) vehicular access to the lot is 
provided including the installation of at least one layer of bituminous surfacing;  (b) all utilities are 
in place, operational and accepted by the CITY;  (c) for lots that have a slope of less than 2%, a 
certificate of grading, prepared by a licensed (State of Minnesota), professional land surveyor, 
must be provided to the CITY documenting that the flattest grade on this lot is 1% or greater will 
require certificates of grading. 
 

 
SECTION IV 

LANDSCAPING 
 
12. Maintenance Guarantee for Landscaping.  It is herein agreed that the Permittee shall provide a 

maintenance guarantee to ensure the survival of the plantings.  Said maintenance guarantee shall 
consist of cash or a letter of credit, approved as to form by the City, in the amount of 
_______________ Dollars and No Cents ($________.00) [# plantings (__ trees, ___ shrubs) x 
cost/planting ($150/tree, $75/shrub) x 30% average non-survival rate], which shall be in effect for 
a two-year period commencing on the date of the City's acceptance of said plantings as part of 
the Required Improvements. 

At the end of the two-year period, the maintenance guarantee shall be returned  to the 
PERMITTEE. The determination that all plantings that have been planted in accordance with the 
Site Plan have either survived or have been replaced shall be made by the Community 
Development Department.  In the event the PERMITTEE fails to maintain the required plantings 
for a two-year period, the City Council may order the replacement of plantings with City day labor 
and/or by letting contracts and draw upon the escrow for payment.  Only the City Council shall 
have the authority to direct replacement of the plantings and withdraw from the escrow account.  
The PERMITTEE hereby grants permission and a license to the City and/or its contractors and 
assigns to enter upon the Site for the purpose of replacing plantings in the event of the 
PERMITTEE default. 
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SECTION V 
GENERAL 

 
13. Boulevard and Area Restoration.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for restoring all areas 

disturbed by the development grading operation in accordance with the approved erosion and 
sediment control plan.  The PERMITTEE shall also be responsible for the cost of cleaning any soil, 
earth or debris from the wetlands within and adjacent to this Site Plan resulting from grading 
performed in the development of the land. 

 
14. Construction Site Maintenance.  The PERMITTEE shall adhere to all CITY ordinances relating 

to, but not limited to, dumping of garbage, site development, construction debris, open burning, 
etc. 

 
15. Estimated Cost.  It is understood and agreed that cost amounts set forth in this Agreement as 

Required Improvements, unless specified as fixed amounts, are estimated.  The PERMITTEE 
agrees to pay the entire cost of said improvements including interest, engineering and legal 
charges. 

 
16. Site Plan Approval Expenses .  The PERMITTEE agrees that it will pay to the CITY all CITY 

expenses incurred in the approval of the Site Plan, including, but not limited to administration 
expenses, engineering and legal fees.  Said expenses shall be paid within fifteen (15) days of 
billing by the CITY and outstanding billings shall be paid prior to issuance of the building permit.  
Any expenses incurred after the release of the building permit  shall also be paid within said 
fifteen (15) day billing period.  Failure to pay the CITY’s  expenses within the fifteen (15) day 
billing period will permit the CITY to draw upon any of the escrows required by this contract for 
payment. 

 
17. Reimbursement to the City.  The PERMITTEE agrees to reimburse the CITY for all costs 

incurred by the CITY in defense or enforcement of this Agreement, or any portion t hereof, 
including court costs and reasonable engineering and attorney's fees. 

 
18. Invalidity of Any Section.  If any portion, section, subsection, sentence, clause, paragraph or 

phase of this Agreement is for any reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such decision shall not effect or void any of the other provisions of this Agreement. 

 
19. Proof of Authority.  When the PERMITTEE is a corporation, the CITY requires proof of 

authority by the corporation to execute this Agreement.  This proof of authority may be satisfied 
by providing the CITY with a certified copy of minutes of the corporate Board of Directors 
granting such authority. 

 
20. Violation of This Permit.  If the PERMITTEE fails to perform any of the terms of this Permit in the 

manner required by the CITY, the CITY shall be entitled to recover, from the PERMITTEE or the 
issuer of PERMITTEE financial guarantee, the full amount of any and all financial guarantees.  
Breach of any of the terms of this Development Permit by the PERMITTEE shall also be grounds 
for denial of Building Permit or issuance of Certificate of Occupancy. 

 
21. Agreement Binding On Successors and Assigns .  The PERMITTEE agrees that this Development 

Permit shall be binding upon its successors and assigns. 
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IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals, this 
____________________ day of _____________________, 2012. 
 
M & W HOLDING, LLC 
 
By: 
______________________________________ 
 
Its: 
______________________________________ 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
 
By:___________________________________ 
Its: Mayor 
 
ATTEST 
 
By:___________________________________ 
Its:City Clerk 

             
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ANOKA )  
 
On this _______ day of ____________, 2012, before me a Notary Public personally appeared Bob 
Ramsey and Jo Thieling, to me personally known, being each by me duly sworn did say that they are 
respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the municipal corporation named in the 
foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is the corporate seal of said municipal 
corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed on behalf of said municipal corporation by 
authority of its City Council and said Bob Ramsey and Jo Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be 
the free act and deed of said municipal corporation. 
  
 
       ________________________________  
       Notary Public 
 
 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF   )  
 
The foregoing was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ____________________, 2010, by 
___________, the _________ of the M & W Holding Company, LLC, a limited liability corporation 
under the laws of the State of Minnesota, on behalf of the corporation. 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
 
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS DRAFTED BY: 
City of Ramsey 
7550 Sunwood Dr NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

REVIEWED BY: 
Randall & Goodrich 
2140 Fourth Avenue 
Anoka, MN  55303 

       



 
 
 
 
 
 
July 27, 2012 
 
 
City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) 
Attn: Kurt Ulrich, Executive Director 
7550 Sunwood Dr NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
 
Re: Site Plan Review 
 Wiser Choice Liquor 
 
Dear Mr. Ulrich: 
 
The City of Ramsey has received your application for Site Plan Review to construct an approximately 
10,000 square foot retail building on approximately 1.5 acres.  City Staff is recommending to the 
Planning Commission approval of the request contingent upon the following: 
 

 Required amendments as outlined in the attached Staff Report dated June 27, 2011  
 
Please note: this is only a recommendation that is subject to review by the Planning Commission and 

final decision by the City Council.  A copy of the review file and staff report are attached for your 
review.   The Planning Commission will review the request on Monday, August 13th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center in the Council Chambers.  You, or a representative of the development, are 
highly encouraged to attend this meeting.  Please contact me at your earliest convenience prior to the 
meeting to verify if you will be attending.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at 763-576-4308 or by email 
at tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
 
 
 
Tim Gladhill 
Development Services Manager 
 
Enclosures 
 

mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us


CITY OF RAMSEY PLANNING DIVISION 
REVIEW FILE 

 

DATE 7/27/2012 

REVISED 

8/9/12 

PROJECT ADDRESS  TBD  

PROJECT. TITLE WISER CHOICE LIQUOR 

REVIEW FILE #  

APPLICANT: City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

PRIMARY REVIEWER: 
Tim Gladhill– Development Services Manager 
Phone:  763-576-4308  Fax: 763-433-9848 
e-mail:  tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

 
We are in receipt of the proposed Site Plan for Wiser Choice Liquor.  The submittal consists of the 
following sheets: 
 

 Sheets C0.1, C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C1.4, C2.1, C3.1, C4.1 
 Architectural Elevations prepared by Wilkus Architects, P.A. dated 7/20/2012 

 
(the “Plans”) 
 

Please note that our plan review was based on plans dated July 9, 2012 (submitted July 11, 2012). On 
July 25, 2012, City Staff received revised site plan drawings on Wednesday, July 25

th
 that impact the 

proposed lot lines. These comments will need to be revised upon submittal of revised Preliminary and 
Final Plat sheets. Said revised sheets shall be submitted to the City as soon as possible, but no later than 
Friday, August 10

th
 in order to allow for sufficient review time for the August 28

th
 City Council Meeting. 

We offer the following comments regarding your site plan and plat submittal: 
 
MAJOR PLAT: COR TWO 
 
Planning and Zoning 

Reviewer: Tim Gladhill, Development Services Manager 

tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

763-576-4308 
 
General: The proposed site plan will also require the approval of COR TWO, also being processed 
concurrently with this request. Obligations of said Major Plat approval must be satisfied prior to 
proceeding forward with development of this site plan. Please see review of COR TWO under separate 
cover. 
 
SITE PLAN 
 
Planning and Zoning 

Reviewer: Tim Gladhill, Development Services Manager 

tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us
mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us
mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us
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763-576-4308 

 
General:  The development proposal consists of a one story, 10,000 square foot retail building.  The 
facility will be located on a 1.5 acre future parcel.  The site will be located on the southeast corner of 
Armstrong Boulevard (CSAH 83) and Sunwood Drive.  The Property is located on a Destination Street as 
identified in the Design Framework for The COR. 
 
Zoning: The site is zoned COR-2 Commercial Sub-district.  This area is intended to encourage a mix of 
large and small places accommodating auto-oriented uses. This suggests even greater attention be paid to 
public realm and streetscape improvements that not only accommodate vehicles, but also invite bicycle 
and pedestrian traffic.  Retail buildings are a permitted use in this district. 
 
Building Height: The COR-2 Sub-District allows for building heights between one (1) and four (4) 
stories on a Destination Street.  The proposed building appears to have one story with varying roof 
heights and a taller accent at the entrance.   
 
Maximum Structure Area.  The COR-2 Sub-District does not have maximum building coverage or 
minimum floor area ratio requirements. 
 
Setbacks: The COR-2 Sub-District requires build-to lines as provided below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
The proposed placement of the structure is generally consistent with the approved Development Plan. The 
Built-To capacity of this block will be achieved with future developments along Sunwood Drive based on 
placement of future buildings. Similar to the approval for Northstar Marketplace (Ramsey Town Center 
3rd Addition-Coborn’s anchored center), users were allowed traditional setbacks in the rear of the lot, with 
other retail lining the street to provide the build-to scenario. 
 
Exterior Materials. The application includes one (1) sheet of architectural elevations. Design and 
exterior materials are subject to the Design Framework of The COR, which is incorporated by reference 
as part of the Zoning Code. The list of materials submitted by Wiser Choice are as follows: 
 

 Cemstone or like product 
 Hardy Board Siding 
 Rock Faced Block  
 Steel Roof and rubber flat roof  
 Stained wood trusses 

 
Waste Storage: The waste storage area is proposed to be contained in an enclosure at the rear of the 
building, along Armstrong Boulevard. Exterior materials should be complimentary and consistent with 
the proposed building. Staff strongly encourages making the waste enclosure an integral portion of the 
building. Additionally, Staff recommends working with adjacent properties to consider a shared waste 
storage enclosure. Finally, please ensure that there is adequate radius for vehicles to access to proposed 
trash enclosure. Please submit a turning movement exhibit for this area to ensure adequate access, to be 
submitted prior to the City issuing a Building Permit. 
 
Off-Street Parking - Spaces Required: The COR-2 Sub-District sets a minimum parking space standard 
of two (2) spaces per 1,000 square feet and a maximum of four (4) spaces per 1,000 square feet for retail 
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uses. In addition, a minimum of three (3) spaces per 1,000 square feet and a maximum of five (5) spaces 
per 1,000 square feet for restaurant users. The site plan proposed 76 off-street parking spaces.  The 
Design Framework allows for overages of maximum parking through the issuance of a Conditional Use 
Permit. However, when looking at all three lots of Block 1 as a unified development, it appears that 
maximum parking would not be exceeded. To address this issue, plus requirements of the Design 
Framework, parking should be allowed to be shared with adjacent users and encumbered by a shared 
parking easement. Please submit a shared parking easement for review, to be submitted prior to the City 
releasing the Building Permit. 
 
Signs: Please note that all signs for the proposed building must be approved through a separate sign 
permit process.  Sign regulations can be found in City Code Chapter 117, Article II, Division 8 and the 
Design Framework .  The developer is encouraged to review these sign regulations early in the process to 
avoid any unnecessary delays due to potential needs for special permits. 
 
Landscape Review 

Reviewer: Chris Anderson 

canderson@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

763-433-9905 

 
Landscaping Plan: The submitted plans are deficient of a landscaping plan. A Landscaping Plan must be 
submitted prior to review by the City Council. 
 
Tree Preservation:  This site is devoid of any significant tree cover and therefore, no tree preservation 
plan is necessary. 
 
Engineering Review 

Reviewer: Leonard Linton, Civil Engineer II 

 llinton@ci.ramsey.mn.us763-433-9834 
 
Grading and Drainage: The following comments are offered regarding the July 25, 2012 Preliminary 
Site Plan Submittal Plans prepared by Landform: 

 Please make sure that all items shown on the various plan sheets are either clearly noted on the 
plans or are referenced in the legend. 

 A detail sheet was not included in this submittal.  City Standard details must be used for all work 
in public right of ways and for water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer serving multiple parcels. 

 The B612 concrete curb detail should be amended to include base material extending to 1’ 
beyond the back of curb.  There are other City standard details that should also be included, and 
we can forward those to you for incorporation into the plans. 

 The pedestrian ramp details have recently been modified at the state level, and the plans should 
be revised to include the most recent MnDOT approved detail and design. 

 A stormwater management plan must be submitted.  Each parcel in the COR must provide water 
quality treatment for the first 0.75 inches of runoff.  These structures must be placed in drainage 
and utility easements if they treat runoff from more than 1 parcel.  The 100 year flood elevation 
must be indicated for the existing pond. 

 Work is shown on Lot 2, Block 1, COR TWO which is outside of this property.  The plan 
indicates the work to be performed includes removing and replacing curb and gutter and 
pavement, raising grades and installing concrete patios and walks, and installation of parking lot 
islands.  Please provide written approval for installation of improvements outside of the property 

mailto:canderson@ci.ramsey.mn.us
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boundaries.   The concrete patios will require fill over a slope leading to the existing drainage 
pond.  Contours are not show for this work.  The maximum slope is 4:1.  The patio will raise 
grades over existing utility structures.  The structures must be raised to match the new grades.  
The City Standard is a minimum of 2 adjusting rings and a maximum of 6 adjusting rings on 
storm and sanitary structures.  Additional adjustments will require adding precast concrete 
sections.  The method of adjusting the structures must be shown on the plans.  There are also 
water valve castings that will require adjustment. 

 One of the existing water stubs at the building location is the supply for the existing irrigation 
system in Sunwood Drive. A new connection must be provided as part of this project. 

 New utility easements must extend from existing sanitary sewer line south to existing right of 
way as there are inplace small utilities and new construction is not proposed in this area.  The 
utility easement shall be 20 feet north of the existing sanitary sewer line.  

 There is and existing 21” storm sewer stub south of STRMCB #200 that does not pick up runoff.  
It should be evaluated for removal and bulkheading at the structure. 

  The manhole details should be updated to include language for a water tight wrap around the adjusting 
rings and include carsonite markers for any manhole or gate valve that is located in unpaved areas. 
 
The following notes should be added or amended on the plan set: 

 Any impacts to City streets (wet tap and curb cut locations) should be brought to grade with class 
5 by the end of the work day and paved within 24 hours. 

 The contractor shall have a sweeper on site or available within 3 hours.  All material tracked onto 
City streets must be removed immediately upon discovery, or as directed by the City Engineer. 

 Installation of silt fence and other down gradient sediment protection measures shall be 
completed and inspected prior to commencement of any site activities. 

 
The City must review the dewatering plan for  utility installation prior to implementation.  No dewatering 
activities can occur until the required permit is secured and submitted for review. 
 
Street and Building Access: The site will derive access from shared access ways across the plat of COR 
TWO.  These accesses must be covered by access easements.  The maintenance of these shared driveways 
will be the responsibility of the adjacent property owners.  There is a potential for conflict between trucks 
accessing the area west of the building and traffic exiting lot 4. 
 
Utilities:   

 The size of storm sewers must be specified. 
 All ductile iron watermain 6” in diameter and smaller shall be class 53 material. 
 A water connection must be provided for the existing irrigation system along Sunwood Drive.  

The connection must be located in a drainage and utility easement or right of way. 
 The existing hydrant is proposed to be relocated.  The watermain in this area is deeper than 7.5 

feet.  An extension may be required.  
 
All hydrants must be hand painted after installation. 
 
There are existing small utilities crossing Lot 3, Block 1 COR TWO.  The facility owners must be 
notified of the need to move their facilities and the timeline for completion of the move. 
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Sidewalk and Trails.  Sidewalks are being constructed along Sunwood Drive as part of the Sunwood 
Drive Realignment Project. Due to the future reconstruction of Armstrong Boulevard, Staff recommends 
that a trail not be constructed along Armstrong Boulevard at this time, to be constructed with the future 
Armstrong Boulevard interchange. 
 
Permits:  The applicant is responsible to secure all required permits for this project; including but not 
limited to an MPCA NPDES construction permit and a Lower Rum River Watershed Organization 
permit.  Additionally, the contractor performing the work will be required to get a City license and right-
of-way permit. 
 
Lighting: The City has not received a lighting plan for review.  City standards require that the luminaire 
(light source) must not be visible from beyond the property line. Any lighting used to illuminate an off-
street parking area, sign, or structure shall be arranged to deflect away from County road 5 and Trunk 
Highway 47.  The applicant is responsible for the installation, and 3 years of operations and maintenance, 
of all boulevard lighting consistent with the Town Center master lighting plan.  Please contact Leo 
Offerman at Connexus Energy to coordinate the installation of the required lighting. 
 
REU Number: This property will be subject to a storm water utility charge based upon the amount of 
impervious surface on the site. The quarterly charge is dependent upon the number of Residential 
Equivalent Units (REU) calculated for this property. The REU will be calculated after stormwater 
calculations are received and reviewed.  
 
Fire Department/Public Safety Review 

Reviewer: Matt Kohner, Fire Marshal 

mkohner@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

763-433-9832 

 
Access:  

 The Fire Department access roads require a minimum unobstructed width of 20ft. All roads 
shown on proposed plan appear to meet requirements 

 The proposed building does not have an emergency vehicle access road within 150ft of all 
exterior portions of the structure, therefore a fire department access road must be provided or the 
building must be sprinkled. 

 The turning radius for emergency vehicles meet code requirements. 
 
Water Flow and Hydrants: The number and location of hydrants meet requirements, however a fire 
flow test is required to verify available fire flow. 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT FEES 
 
Development Fee information is included in the review packet for COR TWO. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Additional Review.  Due to its location, the request has been forwarded to Anoka County Highway 
Department for review and comment.  Comments will be forwarded to you for review. 

-end of report- 

mailto:mkohner@ci.ramsey.mn.us
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CC Regular Session   7. 4.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Introduce Ordinance to Vacate Drainage and Utility Easements and Right of Way for Sunwood Drive Within the
COR TWO Subdivision located East of Armstrong Boulevard and South of Bunker Lake Boulevard; Case of the
City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority

Background:
A contingency of approval of the COR TWO plat included vacating certain existing drainage and utility easements,
as well as a portion of right of way for Sunwood Drive. The areas to be vacated are indicated on the Preliminary
Plat sheets. The request has been reviewed as part of the Preliminary and Final Plat review of COR TWO, and Staff
finds the request consistent with said review, contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review Letter dated
July 27, 2012, revised August 9, 2012.

Notification:
In accordance with Minnesota Statute and City Code, Staff attempted to notify all Property Owners within 700 feet
of the Preliminary Plat Public Hearing via Standard US Mail, which noted the areas requested to be vacated. City
Code requires that all Property Owners within 350 feet of the Property be notified.

Observations:
Easements are being vacated due to the realignment of Sunwood Drive. Proper easements based on the new
alignment of Sunwood Drive will be dedicated on the COR TWO plat.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the ordinance vacating certain drainage and utility easements and right of way for
Sunwood Drive within the COR TWO plat.

Funding Source:
Review of the case is being handled as part of regular Staff duties.

Council Action:
Motion to introduce an ordinance vacating certain drainage and utility easements and right of way for Sunwood
Drive within the COR TWO plat.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Preliminary Plat Sheets
Ordinance

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson Chris Anderson 08/08/2012 08:36 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:56 AM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 08/07/2012 04:29 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 
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ORDINANCE NO. 12-__ 
 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF PLATTED RIGHT-OF-WAY AND A 
PORTION OF AN EASEMENT FOR DRAINAGE AND UILITY PURPOSES IN THE 
CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
The City of Ramsey Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. AUTHORITY 
 
This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of the Home Rule Charter of the 
City of Ramsey, Section 12.06 and Minnesota Statutes 412.851 
 
SECTION 2.  VACATION 
 
The following described platted right-of-way is hereby vacated, to-wit: 
 

That part of Sunwood Drive NW as dedicated on the recorded plat of RAMSEY TOWN 
CENTER, Anoka County, Minnesota, described as follows: 
 
Insert legal description here. 

 
-and- 
 
The following described drainage and utility easement is hereby vacated, to-wit: 
 

Insert legal description here.   
 
SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Ordinance becomes effective thirty (30) days after its publication subject to the City Charter 
Section 5.07. 
 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey this the ___ day of ______, ____. 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
      
City Administrator 
 



Introduction Date: 
Posting Dates:  
Adoption Date: 
Publication Date: 
Effective Date: 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 5.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Adopt Ordinance to Establish Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay District

Background:
Each year in August, Armstrong Kennels hosts a large event over two (2) weekends. The event is approved through
a Conditional Use Permit approved by the City. The Subject Property that hosts the Game Fair only provides
off-street parking for vendors of the event. Spectator parking has historically been provided through a combination
of parking available at Central Park (with shuttle service provided by the Ramsey Lions) and adjacent residential
units.

Since the event is only held over two (2) weekends throughout the year, Staff is in support of a temporary waiver of
the City's off-street parking ordinance in regard to surfacing requirements. In this area, surfacing would normally
need to be a minimum of Class V, ashphalt, or concrete. In addition, the City's off-street parking ordinance limits
the number of items allowed to be stored outside. Staff has explored options to officially grant a temporary waiver
to the geographic area surrounding the Game Fair during the event.

The Planning Commission reviewed the case at their July 12th Regular (re-scheduled) Meeting and recommended
approval of the Ordinance.

Notification:
The Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Anoka County Union.

Observations:
Although Staff does not receive a large number of complaints about the parking situation during the event, Staff
does receive concern from time to time during enforcement of other off-street parking violations that the City does
not fairly and equitably enforce the off-street parking ordinance during the Game Fair. In order to ensure that the
Property Owners providing off-street parking for spectators are not in violation of the technical terms of the
ordinance, Staff has begun to research options to provide for this exemption to remain with past practice.

The proposed ordinance establishes a Zoning Overlay District that will provide an exemption to off-street parking
regulations relating to surfacing and number of items during the operating hours of the Game Fair. The area of the
overlay is delineated on the attached map. Staff noted the previous City Council discussion on expanding the area
of the overlay district. The Planning Commission did not recommend any changes to the map.  However, the
Planning Commission did note that allowing for this temporary exemption to the off-street parking requirements
helps reduce potential safety concerns by limiting the distance attendees have to walk (especially along and/or
across Armstrong Blvd) to the Game Fair.

The ordinance was introduced at the July 24, 2010 City Council Meeting, and is now eligible for adoption.

Recommendation:
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Ordinance establishing the GF Game Fair Off-Street
Parking Overlay District.

Funding Source:
The Ordinance is being prepared as part of regular Staff duties.



Council Action:
Motion to waive the City Charter requirement to read the ordinance aloud -AND- adopt the ordinance establishing
the Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay District.

Roll Call Vote:

Councilmember Strommen
Councilmember Tossey
Councilmember Backous
Councilmember Wise
Councilmember McGlone
Councilmember Elvig
Mayor Ramsey

Attachments
Overlay District Map
Planning Commission Memo
Proposed Ordinance

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Tim Gladhill 08/08/2012 07:36 AM
Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 08/08/2012 07:37 AM

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 09:57 AM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 08/08/2012 

Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 
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This map has been compiled using information gathered from various governmental offices and other
sources and is to be used for reference purposes only. It is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey
and is not intended for use as one. The Geographic Information System (GIS) data used to develop this
map is not warranted by the City as being error-free. The City does not represent that the GIS data can
be used for exact
measurement of distance or direction or precision in the depiction of geographic features.
If errors or discrepancies are found, please contact (763) 427-1410.

The City of Ramsey disclaims any responsibility or liability for the accuracy of the information at any
point of initial contact with a GIS to which the public has general access. The preceding disclaimer is
provided pursuant to Minnesota Statute 466.03, Subd. 21 (2000), and the user of this map
acknowledges that the City of Ramsey is immune from any and all claims brought by User, its
employees or agents, or third parties which  rise out of the user's access of the data.

Game Fair



   

Regular Planning Commission   5. 3.           
Meeting Date: 07/12/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
PUBLIC HEARING: Consider GF Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay District

Background:
Each year in August, Armstrong Kennels hosts a large event over two (2) weekends. The event is approved through
a Conditional Use Permit approved by the City. The Subject Property that hosts the Game Fair only provides
off-street parking for vendors of the event. Spectator parking has historically been provided through a combination
of parking available at Central Park (with shuttle service provided by the Ramsey Lions) and adjacent residential
units.

Since the event is only held over two (2) weekends throughout the year, Staff is in support of a temporary waiver of
the City's off-street parking ordinance in regard to surfacing requirements. In this area, surfacing would normally
need to be a minimum of Class V, ashphalt, or concrete. In addition, the City's off-street parking ordinance limits
the number of items allowed to be stored outside. Staff has explored options to officially grant a temporary waiver
to the geographic area surrounding the Game Fair during the event. 

Notification:
The Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Anoka County Union.

Observations:
Although Staff does not receive a large number of complaints about the parking situation during the event, Staff
does receive concern from time to time during enforcement of other off-street parking violations that the City does
not fairly and equitably enforce the off-street parking ordinance during the Game Fair. In order to ensure that the
Property Owners providing off-street parking for spectators are not in violation of the technical terms of the
ordinance, Staff has begun to research options to provide for this exemption to remain with past practice, if the City
Council chooses continue said arrangement.

Staff researched the City of Saint Paul, and how that city handles a similar situation surrounding the State Fair.
Staff would recommend establishing an Overlay District that would allow for a temporary exemption from the
City's standard off-street parking ordinance. The ordinance proposes to delineate an area that the ordinance would
apply to. The ordinance proposes to reiterate Building Code requirements that parking cannot occur on top of a
private septic system. For clarification, Staff would only recommend establishing the district to clarify the
exemption, but would not recommend any additional permits or licenses at this time. A map depicting the proposed
overlay district is attached for review.

Many other special events are reviewed as part of the Special Events Permit, and parking is handled on site, either
through existing prepared surfaces or grassy area. The Special Events Permit can be expanded to adjacent
properties as well. As the Game Fair is a larger event and does not have sufficient space of on-site, off-street
parking due to the large success of the event, parking is being provided by a number of adjacent property owners.
Rather than having each individual Property Owner apply for a Special Events Permit, or require that the Game
Fair apply on behalf of all Property Owners, the overlay district concept simply providing for an exemption may be
the most efficient means without creating additional requirements.

City Council reviewed the proposed ordinance. Since the City Council discussion will occur after this agenda is
published, Staff will provide a verbal update at the meeting.



Funding Source:
Preparation of the proposed ordinance is being handled as part of regular Staff duties.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the proposed ordinance.

Committee Action:
Motion to recommend that the City Council adopt the resolution establishing the GF Game Fair Off-Street Parking
Overlay District.

Attachments
Overlay District Map
Proposed Ordinance

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 07/05/2012 12:52 PM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 07/03/2012 04:19 PM

Final Approval Date: 07/05/2012 



ORDINANCE #12-__ 
 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 117 WHICH IS KNOWN AS THE ZONING AND 
SUBDIVISION OF LAND CHAPTER OF THE CITY CODE OF RAMSEY, MINNESOTA. 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 117-355 (RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
OFF-STREET PARKING) OF THE RAMSEY CITY CODE. 
 
The City of Ramsey ordains: 

SECTION 1 AUTHORITY 

 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of the City Charter of the City of 
Ramsey. 

SECTION 2 AMEND 

Section 117-355 of the Ramsey City Code is hereby amended to include the following text: 

(f) The "GF game fair parking overlay district," is established as shown on the official 

zoning map accompanying this code. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 117-355 

to the contrary, game fair parking on residentially zoned property may be permitted in 

required side and front yards only during the period of the annual "Game Fair" conducted 

by Armstrong Kennels. 

 
SECTION 3 SUMMARY 

 
The following official summary of Ordinance #12-__ has been approved by the City Council of 
the City of Ramsey as clearly informing the public of the intent and effect of the Ordinance. 
 
It is the intent and effect of Ordinance #12-__ to amend Ramsey City Code Chapter 117 (Zoning 
and Subdivision of Land) Section 117-355 (Residential development off-street parking) to 
provide for off-street parking in the front and side yard of residentially zoned properties within 
the overlay district. The Game Fair is an important community event drawing a number of 
spectators, resulting in a unique requirement for off-street parking in order to ensure public 
streets are kept clear to allow for traffic flow and pedestrian safety. Due to the infrequent nature 
and need for this temporary parking situation, it is appropriate to allow parking within the front 
and side yard without typical concern of aesthetics and erosion. 
 
S SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE  DATE. 
 



This Ordinance shall become effective 90 days after its passage and publication subject 
to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes §410.12, Subd. 7. 
 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota, the ___ day of ____, 
2012. 
 
              

      Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
City Clerk 
 
Date recommend by Planning Commission:   
City Council Introduction date:   
Posting dates:   
Public hearing publication dates:   
Public hearing date:    
Adoption date:   
Publication date:   
Effective date:   
 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 6.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

Submitted For: Kurt Ulrich By: Bill Goodrich, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Introduce Ordinance for the sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3rd Addition.

Background:
 The City owns Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3rd Addition.  The COR development manager has determined that
this small parcel should be platted along with the COR Two plat and conveyed to one of the commercial owners of
the plat.  In order to do a sale, per City Charter the City needs to adopt an ordinance authorizing the lot's sale.

Observations:
Staff recommends introduction and subsequent adoption of a sale ordinance authorizing the sale of Outlot A,
Ramsey Town Center 3rd Addition in order to facilitate the platting of COR Two and the development of the COR. 

Funding Source:
NA 

Council Action:
 Motion to introduce an Ordinance providing for the sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3rd Addition, Anoka
County, Minnesota

Attachments
Ordinance

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 12:04 PM
Form Started By: Bill Goodrich Started On: 08/08/2012 03:35 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 



ORDINANCE #12-____

CITY OF RAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN CITY OWNED 
PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF RAMSEY.

The City of Ramsey Ordains:

SECTION 1. PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this Ordinance to authorize the City to sell certain City owned real 
property which property the City Council has determined is no longer necessary for the City's 
purposes.  This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of Section 12.5 of the City 
Charter.

SECTION 2. SALE AUTHORIZATION

The City Council hereby authorizes the sale of the following legally described real property 
owned by the City:

Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3rd Addition, Anoka County, Minnesota 

SECTION 3. TERMS OF SALE

The City Council shall by a properly enacted resolution determined the consideration and 
terms upon which the above described property may be sold.

SECTION 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance becomes effective upon its passage and thirty (30) days after its publication 
according to law, subject to City Charter Provision, Section 5.7.

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota, the _____ day of August 
2012.

Mayor
ATTEST:

City Clerk

Introduction date: August 13, 2012
Posting dates:
Adoption date:
Publication date:  
Effective date:



   

CC Regular Session   7. 7.           
Meeting Date: 08/13/2012  

Submitted For: Kurt Ulrich By: Bill Goodrich, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Consider entering into a purchase agreement for the property located at 14590 Armstrong Blvd., Ramsey,
Minnesota known as Wiser Choice Liquors. - PORTIONS OF THIS DISCUSSION MAY BE CLOSED TO
THE PUBLIC

Background:
 Earlier this spring the Council authorized an appraisal of the Wiser Choice Liquor site and subsequently authorized
the acquisition of this property for future Hwy 10/Armstrong Blvd. interchange purposes and a small part of the
property is also needed for the Sunwood Drive Realignment Project and acquisition of this property facilitates sale
of a site in the COR for relocation of the liquor store. 

Observations:
 Staff has negotiated with M&W Holding Company, LLC owner of the current liquor store site and would like to
review the terms of a proposed Agreement with the Council.  Pursuant to Minn. Stat. §13D.05 Subd. 3(c), the City
Council may close portions of the meeting to develop offers for the purchase of real property.  Staff recommends
that portions of the meeting be closed to discuss the offer to purchase details.  Assuming the Council agrees upon a
final offer in the closed meeting, the actual purchase price must be approved at an open meeting and the purchase
price is public data.  If  a final agreement is agreed upon, the meeting will be opened and a motion at the open
meeting approving the actual purchase agreement will be required.

Funding Source:
Previously approved Sunwood Drive Alignment Funding Package.

Council Action:
Motion to close the meeting to consider/develop a final offer to purchase the real property located at 14590
Armstrong Blvd., the closed meeting is authorized pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.053(c).

-and-

Motion to purchase the project at 14590 Armstrong Blvd. for the amount of $__________ and upon the terms and
conditions of the attached purchase agreement, subject to final approval of the City Attorney as to legal form.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/09/2012 12:04 PM
Form Started By: Bill Goodrich Started On: 08/08/2012 11:48 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/09/2012 
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