
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Economic Development Authority (EDA)
Thursday March 8, 2012

7:30 am
Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Approve Agenda
 

3. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve the Following EDA Meeting Minutes:

EDA meeting minutes dated February 9, 2012
 

4. EDA Business
 

1. Approval of Contract for New Map of the City of Ramsey with Village Profile
 

2. Consider EDA Participation in Sunwood Realignment Property Acquisition/Redevelopment
 

3. Transit Improvement Area (TIA) Application
 

4. Staff Update
 

5. COR Update
 

5. Member/Staff Input
 

6. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   3. 1.           
Meeting Date: 03/08/2012  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Title:
Approve the Following EDA Meeting Minutes:

EDA meeting minutes dated February 9, 2012

Background:
n/a

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

EDA Action:
Motion to approve the February 9, 2012 EDA meeting minutes.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) conducted an EDA meeting on 

Thursday, February 9, 2012, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, 

Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Chris Riley 

   Member John LeTourneau 

   Member Colin McGlone 

   Member Wayne Skaff 

   Member Jim Steffen 

   Member Kristine Williams (arrived at 7:33 a.m.) 

   Member Jeff Wise (left at 9:00 a.m.) 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present:  Aaron Backman, Economic Development/Marketing Manager 

   Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator 

Heidi Nelson, Deputy City Administrator/Community Development Director 

Councilmember Randy Backous (arrived at 8:10 a.m.) 

Economic Development Consultant Mike Mulrooney 

Scott Davy, General Manager of Comfort Suites (left at 8:40 a.m.) 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Riley called the Economic Development Authority meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member LeTourneau, to approve the agenda as presented.  

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, LeTourneau, McGlone, and Wise.  

Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member Williams. 

APPROVE MINUTES 

 

Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Skaff, to approve the January 12, 2012 

minutes as presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members LeTourneau, Skaff, McGlone, Steffen, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member Williams. 
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EDA BUSINESS 

 

Case #1 2012 Work Plan 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that gave an 

overview of the 2012 EDA Work Plan. 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman explained two new additions to the work 

plan: membership in the Minnesota Commercial Association of Realtors (MNCAR) Exchange and 

the Twin Cities Gateway Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB).  

 

Economic Development Consultant Mulrooney stated the most important part of MNCAR is the 

exchange of information regarding properties, etc. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding membership in MNCAR. 

 

Member Williams stated she has experience with MNCAR and it is an important resource and 

stated she thinks it is a good idea to become a member especially now that city economic 

development memberships are more common with MNCAR. 

 

Member McGlone stated that with trying to understand the roles of the HRA and EDA, he sees 

items on the work plan as shown in the guidelines that seem to be outside of the EDA purview.  He 

stated the public could get the idea that the EDA can do something it cannot do. 

 

Chairperson Riley stated the board has struggled with this before and there does seem to be some 

overlap of responsibilities between the bodies.  He stated there might be some language that needs 

to be clarified in the work plan.  He stated the board’s position is to make sure the City is as 

business friendly as possible. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding if and where the 167
th

/Hwy 47 commercial node redevelopment and 

obtaining a zip code for Ramsey fit on the 2012 EDA Work Plan. 

 

Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Williams to approve the proposed 2012 

Work Plan with a few tweaks in the language that were discussed in regards to the post office and 

code enforcement. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley.  Members LeTourneau, Williams, Skaff, Steffen, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  Member McGlone.  Abstain:  None.  Absent: None.   

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman suggested moving Case #3 before Case #2 

as Scott Davy, General Manager of Comfort Suites was present for that case and as it is part of the 

2012 work plan. 
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Case #3: Membership in Twin Cities Gateway CVB 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that updated the 

EDA on membership in the Twin Cities Gateway Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB).  

Membership would bring more people into the community to stay at the hotel, to attend events like 

Game Fair, venues like the Links at North Fork and the Fountains of Ramsey, and to frequent area 

restaurants and businesses.  Guests pay a 3% local option sales tax when staying at hotels within 

member cities.  The CVB would receive the proceeds of the sales tax collected for marketing 

activities and the City would receive funds to be used for Happy Days and administrative costs.   

 

Scott Davy, General Manager for Comfort Suites explained the hotel’s relationship with the 

National Sports Center (NSC), how the CVB membership would benefit the hotel and any future 

hotels in Ramsey, as well as the area businesses and the City, and described the remodeling that has 

taken place in the hotel. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding membership in the Twin Cities Gateway CVB. 

 

Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Skaff to recommend City Council consider 

joining the Twin Cities Gateway CVB. 

 

Further Discussion 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated that there is a Twin Cities Gateway 

CVB Board of Directors that meets once every two months, and the City of Ramsey would have 

one member on the board. 

 

Member LeTourneau asked if the board member could come from the community or if it needed to 

be City Staff. 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman stated the member could come from the 

community; it is typically a city staff person, elected official, or person representing a hotel. 

 

Chairperson Riley clarified that staff time would not have to be used to fill the board position. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley.  Members LeTourneau, Skaff, Steffen, Williams, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  Member McGlone.  Abstain:  None.  Absent: None.   

 

Case #2: 2012 Marketing Plan 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that discussed the 

components of the 2012 Marketing Plan. 

 

Chairperson Riley stated he wants to make sure the EDA is not overlapping what the Development 

Team is doing here in the COR. 

 



Economic Development Authority/February 9, 2012 

Page 4 of 5 

Member LeTourneau stated he does not see anything in the Marketing Plan that is in conflict with 

what is on the 2012 Work Plan. 

 

Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Williams to approve the 2012 Marketing 

Plan as proposed. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley.  Members LeTourneau, Williams, Skaff, Steffen, 

and Wise.  Voting No:  Member McGlone.  Abstain:  None.  Absent: None.   

 

Case #4: Buxton Prospect Update 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the staff report that updated the 

members on Buxton retail prospects.  He stated that it was conveyed to him by one prospect that a 

major anchor would create more excitement for other retail to be located in the COR. 

 

Case #5: Update on Big Ben Project 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that updated the 

members on the Greater MSP request for possible site locations.  He stated that the City made the 

first cut and a more in-depth submittal for each of two sites, the old Municipal Center and Connexus 

Energy Outlot A was sent by the February 3
rd

 deadline.   

 

Case #6: Staff Update 

 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager Backman presented the Staff Report that discussed 

current leases on Highway #10.  For the first time in six years all city-owned buildings on Highway 

#10 are fully leased. 

 

Member Wise left the meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Case #7: COR Update 

 

Deputy City Administrator/Community Development Director Nelson presented the Staff Report 

that discussed the activity in the COR. 

 

MEMBER/STAFF INPUT 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member Steffen, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, Steffen, LeTourneau, McGlone, 

and Williams.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Member Wise. 
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The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Aaron Backman 

Economic Development/Marketing Manager 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 1.           
Meeting Date: 03/08/2012  

Submitted For: Aaron Backman By: Aaron Backman, Administrative Services

Title:
Approval of Contract for New Map of the City of Ramsey with Village Profile

Background:
The last time the City undertook a map with Village Profile was six years ago.  The contract was signed in 2005
and the map was published in 2006.  At the time the old Municipal Center was functioning, Ramsey Town Center
was still promising, Grady's Ace Hardware operating, and Spectator's was offering food and drink.  A lot has
changed since then.  As part of the 2012 Work Plan approved on February 9th, one of the EDA's priorities this year
is to undertake an updated map of the City that will reflect the new developments that have occurred in The COR
and elsewhere.

Attached please find attached the proposed contract with Village Profile, a company that has undertaken maps for
over 1,400 communities nationally over the past 24 years.  The publisher will provide 5,000 copies of the map at no
charge to the City of Ramsey.  Advertisers pay for the maps and are allocated maps as well.  The City is responsible
for reviewing the map in terms of the current street layouts, highlighted venues, etc.  Village Profile has asked that
we provide a cubicle with access to one landline telephone to make calls to local businesses.  It is estimated that the
Village Profile sales rep will need this for 3 to 4 weeks.  Typically the sales rep is in one full day a week to set up
appointments, and in and out the rest of the time.  Additionally, the City agrees to circulate an introductory letter
via e-mail, fax and conventional mail to its businesses announcing the map.  The publisher will pay for any postage
costs.

Since the last map was developed the company has expanded its electronic version of the map that will also be
available for advertisers.  This includes various wireless mobile versions of its community maps.  Again, there is no
charge to the City for the electronic versions that are increasingly being used by residents and visitors.

Observations:

Funding Source:
The two basic costs incurred by the EDA for the new City map would be letterhead required for the introductory
letters and staff time to review the changes to the map.  The EDA fund could be used to reimburse the letterhead
and estimated telephone costs.

Staff Recommendation:
City Staff recommends moving forward with the Village Profile contract and requesting that the City permit the use
of one office space and one landline telephone by Village Profile for an estimated four week period of time
mutually agreed to by the City and the Publisher.

EDA Action:
Approve moving forward with the Village Profile contract and requesting that the City permit the use of one office
space and one landline telephone by Village Profile for an estimated four week period of time mutually agreed to
by the City and the Publisher.

Attachments
Village Profile Contract

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
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Aaron Backman (Originator) Aaron Backman 03/02/2012 09:16 AM

Form Started By: Aaron Backman Started On: 03/02/2012 08:20 AM
Final Approval Date: 03/02/2012 









   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 2.           
Meeting Date: 03/08/2012  

Submitted For: Aaron Backman By: Aaron Backman, Administrative Services

Title:
Consider EDA Participation in Sunwood Realignment Property Acquisition/Redevelopment

Background:
Improvement Project 12-20, Sunwood Drive Realignment, has been a key project on the Ramsey City Council
agenda for the past six to eight months. Four major objectives of this project have been identified in various grant
applications and in the progression of plans for the Sunwood Realignment; they are as follows:

• Increasing safety to the traveling public by increasing spacing between turning movements on Armstrong
Boulevard, the rail road tracks, and US10
• Making progress toward the completion of the TH 10 interchange at Armstrong Boulevard by completing this
segment of the project (similar to the Bunker/Armstrong segment and Riverdale segment)
• Improving access conditions to the COR and the new Ramsey Station on the Northstar Commuter Rail by
providing a signalized access on Armstrong Boulevard at its final location after the Armstrong Interchange is
constructed
• Expanding the infrastructure in the COR to create salable lots in westerly portion of the project 

Additionally, this project was listed as the top priority in the transportation section of the City Council's 2012
strategic goals and involved land acquisition on the west side of Armstrong Boulevard. 

Council and HRA actions in progressing this project include the authorization of a feasibility study in June of 2011
and ordering of plans and specifications in January of 2012. Grant applications have been submitted to both the
Metropolitan Council and MNDot for funding of this key transportation improvement. Staff was notified on
Thursday, February 23rd that $500,000 in funding was awarded to this project by MNDot as a part of the Local
Road Improvement Program (LRIP). Awards for the Metropolitan Council TOD grants will be known by May of
2012. Staff would like to review with Council this evening the proposed financing plan for the Sunwood
Realignment project, a spreadsheet is attached for Council reference. 

At its December 13, 2011 regular meeting, the HRA authorized appraisals on three parcels west of Armstrong
Boulevard. Appraisals have been completed on the three parcels and negotiations are underway with the various
property owners (NDS Properties, LLC; USCO Corporation; M & W Holding Company, LLC). 

Staff has held numerous meetings with WSB (design engineer) to discuss the potential access and alignment issues
with regard to the Sunwood Realignment as a preliminary phase of the Armstrong Interchange. With the widening
of the road and a new signalized intersection at what is roughly 147th Avenue, the City will likely require the
taking of property on the west side of the road (See attached map showing the three phases of improvements to
Armstrong Blvd.). The outcome of the acquisition discussion may influence the final design of each project. 

The estimated costs for undertaking Sunwood Drive Realignment are approximately $5,350,000. This includes $3.1
million for road construction and about $2.35 million for land acquisition. City staff have met and considered
various options for funding the total project (See attached funding scenarios). Several of the funding sources are
solid and committed (the Anoka County $1.7 million, LRIP Grant $500,000, TIF District 2 $500,000). The $1.25
million TOD Met Council Grant is currently being considered. The City Council is seeking input from the EDA
regarding the use of existing EDA funds that could be used for the Sunwood Realignment Project. An amount of
$900,000 was discussed at the February 28th City Council meeting. The EDA will need to consider other potential
uses of the Fund and what level it feels is appropriate to spend. Other City funding sources that could be tapped for
Sunwood Realignment are Water Main and Storm Sewer Improvement funds (roughly $400,000).



Observations:

Funding Source:
The Ramsey EDA has the ability to buy and sell property.  The EDA has the authority to redevelop property (See
attached EDA-HRA comparison).  The EDA Fund can be utilized to acquire land and/or buildings.  The current
balance in the fund is approximately $1.2 million.  This fund is used for EDA operations, professional services,
grants and loans to businesses, and to replenish the City's RLF Program.  Based upon current obligations, the EDA
Fund could be used for land acquisition along Armstrong Boulevard as part of the Sunwood Realignment Project.

Staff Recommendation:
Given current financial obligations, City staff recommends the EDA consider financial participation in the land
acquisition piece of the proposed Sunwood Realignment Project.  It is recommended that this participation not
exceed 50% of the current available fund balance (or $600,000), that the EDA funds be used specifically for the
largest possible portion of the land located of the corner lot at 8020 147th Avenue NW and that is owned by NDS
Properties, LLC, that the EDA reserves the right to demolish any structure currently on site to make the site
shovel-ready, and that any sale proceeds from said land be used to replenish the EDA Fund.  

EDA recognizes that this property investment may be a long-term hold depending on funding for the Armstrong
Interchange and retail development on the east side of Armstrong Blvd.

EDA Action:
The Ramsey EDA recommends to the City Council that EDA funds are utilized in the land acquisition piece of the
proposed Sunwood Realignment Project. It is recommended that this participation not exceed 50% of the current
available fund balance (or $600,000), that the EDA funds be used specifically for the largest possible portion of the
land located of the corner lot at 8020 147th Avenue NW and that is owned by NDS Properties, LLC, that the EDA
reserves the right to demolish any structure currently on site to make the site shovel-ready, and that any sale
proceeds from said land be used to replenish the EDA Fund. 

Attachments
Sunwood Drive - Ph. 2 Map
Sunwood Drive Financing
EDA-HRA Powers
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Sunwood Drive Realignment Financing Options:  Project Cost estimated at $5.1M -$5.6M (use $5.35M for example)

Funding Summary:

Total Project Costs: 5,350,000$      

      Anoka County (1,700,000)$     

   Net City Funding 3,650,000$      

TOTAL Project Cost Financing:

SCENARIO 1:  With Grant Funding

Anoka County 1,700,000$      

TOD Met Council Grant 1,250,000$      

LRIP Grant 500,000$          

TIF 2 500,000$          

EDA - Not to Exceed 900,000$          

Excess Rail Funding 500,000$          

5,350,000$      

SCENARIO 2:  Without TOD Met Council Grant Funding

Anoka County 1,700,000$      

Equipment Revolving Fund 1,250,000$      (Capital Equipment Certificates would be issued to offset capital equip purchases)

LRIP Grant 500,000$          

TIF 2 500,000$          

EDA - Not to Exceed 900,000$          

  If EDA is not $900,000 would use land proceeds ($400,000 available per policy)

Excess Rail Funding 500,000$          

5,350,000$      
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COMPARISON OF HRA AND EDA ENTITIES IN MINNESOTA 

Cities have authority to aid and cooperate in the planning, construction, or operation of 

economic development, redevelopment and affordable housing projects.  These can be done 

through various government organizations.  The predominant method of delivering and 

administering housing and redevelopment programs in Minnesota is through a legal public 

entity, accountable to city government.  Since 1947 a city in Minnesota may establish this public 

agency, often a Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) (MN Stat. 460.001 to 469.047), 

of which there are more than 230 in Minnesota.  An HRA is a public corporation with power to 

undertake certain types of housing and redevelopment or renewal activities.  While state 

legislation conveys authority for HRAs in each City, it is up to the City Council to formally 

establish an HRA before it can do business and use its powers.  In addition to carrying out 

redevelopment efforts, HRAs are often the affordable housing entity that provides decent and 

safe rental housing for eligible low and moderate income families, the elderly and persons with 

disabilities.  HRA activities can lead to reinvestment in commercial neighborhoods through 

acquisition, demolition and rehabilitation. 

 In 1986 the Minnesota Legislative passed legislation (MN Stat. 469.090 to 469.1082) 

authorizing cities to establish formal Economic Development Authorities (EDAs) to promote 

local economic growth.  An EDA is a legal entity created by a City to facilitate a well-rounded 

development program by taking advantage of various powers granted to other development 

entities, including port authorities and HRAs.  By combining these powers, community leaders 

are able to create flexible business assistance and development programs.  EDAs are allowed to 

buy and sell property, make loans and grants to businesses, provide loan guarantees and to sell 

bonds, subject to various limitations and conditions. 

Housing Redevelopment Authorities Economic Development Authorities 

HRAs have two missions:  to identify, 

eliminate and prevent the emergence of blight; 

and to facilitate development of housing 

affordable to low and moderate income 

persons.  A blighted area is one with buildings 

and areas that are detrimental to the health, 

safety and welfare of the community because 

of dilapidation, obsolescence, and certain other 

factors.  The HRA may then provide for 

improvements or redevelopment of these areas 

through a redevelopment plan.  Regarding, 

affordable housing, the HRA determines what 

income limits are “low and moderate” (though 

many state and federal programs also set 

limits).  HRAs may then take any action to 

facilitate, or even construct and own, housing 

for income-eligible persons. The area of 

The overall purpose of an EDA is to promote 

economic development, using some specific 

powers granted to EDAs (some of which are 

similar to port authority powers), as well as all 

the powers of an HRA and of a city under the 

municipal development district statute.  EDAs 

may exercise powers in an “economic 

development district”, or may create 

redevelopment projects or housing 

development projects (acting as an HRA) or 

development districts (acting as a city).  In 

other words, an EDA can act as an HRA as 

well as use broader powers to stimulate 

economic development that is not directly 

related to either blight or affordable housing. 
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operation of a city HRA is the corporate limits 

of the City. 

Governing Body: Governing Body: 

Activities are controlled by a board of 

commissioners.  An HRA consists of five 

commissioners who are residents of the city.  

The Mayor appoints and the Council approves 

the members who serve five-year, staggered 

terms.  City Councilmembers often serve on 

the HRA.  The entire membership of an HRA 

may consist of councilmembers. The City 

Council must approve broad “redevelopment 

plans” for projects, but otherwise most HRA 

activities do not require council approval 

(unless that is required by some other statute, 

such as approval of TIF Plans under the TIF 

Act). 

 

An HRA is a separate political subdivision; it 

is not just part of the City.  The HRA does 

have the power to levy a tax (with a specified 

limit), which is separate from the City tax levy, 

though the City Council must approve that 

levy.   

 

EDA is created through an enabling resolution 

written and approved by City Council. 

The City Council can choose to serve as the 

EDA Board of Commissioners or create a 

board composed of a cross-section of the 

community.  If non-council members sit on the 

Board, the size must be 3, 5, or 7 

Commissioners appointed by the Mayor with 

the approval of City Council.  If the Board has 

3 members, at least one must be a City Council 

member; if the Board has 5 or 7 members, at 

least 2 must be City Council members. Board 

members serve for six-year terms, or their term 

as Councilmembers if they are on the City 

Council. 

 

The City Council may control the activities of 

the EDA by limiting its powers under the 

enabling resolution and through the annual 

approval of the EDA budget. 

Activities: Activities: 

1. May establish a redevelopment project 

for the elimination and prevention of 

blighted areas. 

2. Acquire real or personal property for 

activities related to projects. May sell 

its lands and properties to private or 

public parties.   

3. May provide for the administration of a 

commercial building loan program to 

preserve small-sized buildings in its 

district. 

4. May sell real or personal property, 

including the use of eminent domain, 

for project-related purposes (though 

2006 reform severely limits this 

power). 

5. May act as federal government agent in 

carrying out provisions of Municipal 

Housing and Redevelopment Act. 

6. May exercise the powers granted to 

1. Acquire property for creation of 

economic development districts. 

2. Sell or lease land whether by private or 

public means. 

3. Carry out EDA law to develop and 

improve land within the district.  The 

EDA may make any necessary 

arrangements to make land suitable for 

development. 

4. Exercise eminent domain (subject to 

severe limits of 2006 reform). 

5. Enter into contracts for the purpose of 

economic development. 

6. Purchase all materials needed to carry 

out development. 

7. May make loans to a business, a for-

profit or nonprofit organization, or an 

individual.  The loan must be for an 

authorized purpose (e.g., carry out 

economic development). 
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redevelopment agencies under Minn. 

Stat. §§469.152 to 469.1651 

7. Provide relocation payments and 

assistance in accordance with federal 

guidelines. 

8. May make loans to carry out 

redevelopment or affordable housing 

mission. 

9. May issue revenue bonds secured by 

specified revenues; may issue bonds 

secured by City’s full faith and credit 

(and without election) only for certain 

HRA-owned affordable rental housing 

projects, with City Council approval 

and subject to certain limits.  

10. May become member or shareholder in 

LLP, LLC or corporation for purpose of 

carrying out housing and housing 

development projects. 

11. May levy tax for redevelopment or 

affordable housing programs, with 

Council approval, and not to exceed 

.0185 percent of market value in the 

City.  This tax is outside City levy 

limits. 

12. May employ staff and an executive 

director. 

8. Engage in research to determine factors 

of specified development projects. 

9. May be a limited partner in a 

partnership whose purpose is consistent 

with the EDA’s purpose. 

10. May invest in certain small businesses 

by providing equity and venture capital, 

subject to certain limits. 

11. May employ staff and an executive 

director.  

12. May request the City to levy tax for the 

EDA, not to exceed .01812 percent of 

market value in the City; this tax is 

within City levy limits (if any apply). 

13. EDA may also use its HRA powers, 

and levy the HRA tax for 

redevelopment and  housing purposes, 

as described under the HRA summary; 

again, with Council approval.  This tax 

is outside City levy limits. 

14. May issue revenue bonds secured by 

specified revenues. May issue GO 

bonds secured by City full faith and 

credit only with election, and with 

Council approval. 

 

 

 



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 3.           
Meeting Date: 03/08/2012  

Submitted For: Aaron Backman By: Aaron Backman, Administrative Services

Title:
Transit Improvement Area (TIA) Application

Background:
Transit Improvement Areas (TIAs) are specially designated tracts of land near transit stations that support bus rapid
transit, light rail transit or commuter rail and have the potential to increase ridership and stimulate new commercial
and residential development. Designated TIAs must encompass a half-mile radius around a transit station. Cities,
counties and joint power boards are eligible to apply for TIA status. 

When TIA funding from the State of Minnesota becomes available, designated TIAs may apply for loans to help
pay for commercial, residential and mixed-use development projects that involve one or more modes of public
transit, increase ridership, and provide for safe, pedestrian-friendly use.  

There are currently 54 approved designated TIAs in the State of Minnesota.  DEED has invited communities to
submit new applications for Transit Improvement Areas in 2012.

Observations:

Funding Source:
N/A

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the EDA formally support the City Council's resolution in favor of the TIA Application.

EDA Action:
EDA can formally support the City Council's resolution in favor of the TIA Application.

Attachments
Ramsey TIA Map

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Aaron Backman (Originator) Aaron Backman 03/02/2012 02:18 PM
Form Started By: Aaron Backman Started On: 03/02/2012 12:05 PM

Final Approval Date: 03/02/2012 
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Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 4.           
Meeting Date: 03/08/2012  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Title:
Staff Update

Background:
A staff update will be provided at the meeting on the following items:

Discussion with USPS Regarding Zip Code
Big Ben Project
Twin Cities Gateway CVB Update
EDAM Day at the Capital Event

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

EDA Action:

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Aaron Backman Aaron Backman 03/02/2012 12:19 PM
Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 03/01/2012 11:23 AM

Final Approval Date: 03/02/2012 



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 5.           
Meeting Date: 03/08/2012  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Title:
COR Update

Background:
The COR update will be presented at the meeting. 

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

EDA Action:

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Aaron Backman Aaron Backman 03/01/2012 02:03 PM
Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 03/01/2012 11:21 AM

Final Approval Date: 03/01/2012 
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