
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Regular Planning Commission
Thursday March 1, 2012

7:00 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve the Following Planning Commission Meeting Minutes:

Planning Commission meeting minutes dated February 2, 2012
 

5. Note City Council Minutes
 

1. Note the Following City Council Meeting Minutes:

City Council meeting minutes dated January 10, 2012
City Council meeting minutes dated January 24, 2012

 

6. Public Hearing/Commission Business
 

1. Request for an Interim Use Permit for an Online School at 7550 Highway 10 NW; Case of 2-OI, LLC
 

2. Review Closed Landfill Program's Land Use Plan
 

3. Staff Update
 

4. Zoning Bulletins
 

7. Commission/Staff Input
 

8. Adjournment
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, February 2, 2012, 

at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

    Commissioner Andrew Dunaway 

    Commissioner Rob Schiller 

    Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 

 

Members Absent:  Commissioner Joseph Field 

 

Also Present:   Senior Planner Tim Gladhill 

    Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

    Planning Consultant Kendra Lindahl 

    Planning Consultant Tina Goodroad 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Levine called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to approve the 

agenda as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Field.  

 

APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Bauer, to approve the following 

minutes as presented: 

 

1)  Planning Commission work session minutes dated December 1, 2011 

2)  Planning Commission public hearing and regular meeting minutes dated December 1, 2011 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Bauer, Brauer, 

Dunaway, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Field. 

 

NOTE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

The City Council minutes were noted. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

Case #1: Appointment of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

 

Motion by Commissioner Dunaway, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to appoint 

Commissioner Levine as Chairperson and Commissioner Van Scoy as Vice Chairperson of the 

Planning Commission. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Dunaway, Brauer, Bauer, 

Schiller, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Field.  

 

Case #2: Public Hearing – Consider an Ordinance Amending City Code Section117-

118 Entitled “The COR District” 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill introduced Kendra Lindahl, Planning Consultant from Landform. 

 

Planning Consultant Lindahl presented the staff report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Commissioner Brauer stated retailers know and judge their location success by the amount of 

revenue per square footage of building, and he asked if that has been done with the COR? 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated that there was a study by the Buxton Group which matched what 

retail would fit with the shopping demographics of the area.  It provided feedback on what would 

support this downtown area. 

 

Planning Consultant Lindahl presented the history of the COR, the purpose and key issues to be 

resolved to get the review process and design standards in place.  She presented the streetscape, 

master street light plan, parking district, and sign standards. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the sign standards.   

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated that signage will be reviewed as part of the site plan process. 
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Planning Consultant Lindahl added that the design more so than the size will be part of the site 

plan and after the design is reviewed it can be processed as a Conditional Use if necessary. 

 

Chairperson Levine directed staff to better clarify the definition of a creative sign before bringing 

the design framework forward. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding street frontage and bike traffic. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Schiller, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Schiller, Bauer, 

Dunaway, and Van Scoy.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Field. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing at 8:47 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Discussion ensued regarding gas stations in the COR.  Commissioners had mixed views on how 

a gas station fits in the COR.  Commissioners asked for clarification how these uses would be 

provided access and be oriented along the street. 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill stated that Commissioners can make a recommendation; however, access 

will be reviewed through the site plan process. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Schiller to recommend that the 

City Council adopt the ordinance amending City Code Section 117-118 entitled The COR, 

inclusive of the design framework with gas stations as a Conditional Use, TC-1 being changed to 

COR 1 and #9 should be #10. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Schiller, and 

Bauer.  Voting No: Commissioners Brauer and Dunaway.  Absent:  Commissioner Field. 

 

Case #3: Discussion of Pending Zoning Code Amendments 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report. 

 

Consensus of the Commissioners was to focus on the priorities and what was required by the 

Metropolitan Council to implement the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Planning Consultant Tina Goodroad introduced herself and provided some background 

information on pending zoning code amendments. 

 

Case #2: Discuss 2030 Comprehensive Plan Assumptions Related to Pending Updates 

to the City’s Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer and Water Plans 
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Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the Staff Report and Power Point Presentation. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Chairperson Levine and Commissioner Brauer stated they believe the Metropolitan Council’s 

forecasts were too aggressive even before the recession. 

 

Chairperson Levine stated he thinks 200 households per year is too high. 

 

Commissioner Brauer suggested looking at Current Population Survey (CPS) rather than Census 

numbers. 

 

Consensus was to lean more conservative on the numbers. 

 

Case #5: Staff Update 

 

The Staff Update was noted. 

 

Case #6: Zoning Bulletins 

 

Zoning Bulletins were noted. 

 

COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Dunaway, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners, Van Scoy, Dunaway, Bauer, 

Brauer, and Schiller.  Voting No: None. Absent:  Commissioner Field.   

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, January 10, 2012, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson 

   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Public Works Director Brian Olson 

   City Engineer Tim Himmer 

   Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 

IT Manager Dean Busch 

   Planning Intern Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:05 p.m., and 

led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. PRESENTATION 

2.01: Update on Nowthen Policing 

 

Police Chief Jim Way reported that the City of Nowthen has a two-year contract for police 

services with the Sheriff’s Department so Ramsey will not be supplementing that service. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Elk River High School students attending as part of their government class introduced 

themselves. 
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4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the 

following items on the Consent Agenda as revise to remove Item 4:10: 

 

4:01 Receive Cash and Investments for Period Ending December 31, 2011 

4:02 Receive November 2011 Financial Reports – General Fund and Enterprise Funds 

4:03 Receive 2011 Building Division Month End Reports: October and November 

4:04 Note the following Commission and Board Meeting Minutes: 

1) Environment Policy Board meeting minutes dated October 3, 2011 

2) Environment Policy Board meeting minutes dated November 7, 2011 

3) Board of Adjustment meeting minutes dated October 6, 2011 

4) Planning Commission meeting minutes dated October 6, 2011 

5) Planning Commission meeting minutes dated November 3, 2011 

6) Economic Development Authority meeting minutes dated October 13, 2011 

4:05 Approve the following Council Meeting Minutes: 

1) City Council Work Session, November 22, 2011 

2) City Council Work Session, December 6, 2011 

3) City Council Work Session, December 13, 2011 

4) City Council Regular Session, December 13, 2011 

4:06 Approve Attached License Applications for 2012 

4:07 Approval from Exemption for a Gambling License for Minnesota Waterfowl Association 

– Rum River Chapter 

4:08 Approve License Agreement for Pictometry Aerial Imagery Web Access 

4:09 Authorize Response to City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

4:10 Consider Award of Contract for Comprehensive Utility Plan Updates and Associated 

Rate Studies This item was removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as Item 

7:09. 

4:11 Authorize Response to City of Andover Comprehensive Plan 

4:12 Adopt Resolution #12-01-001 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of December 8, 

2011, through December 22, 2011 

4:13 Adopt Resolution #12-01-002 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of December 23, 

2011, through January 4, 2012 

4:14 Adopt Resolution #12-01-003 Approving the City of Ramsey’s 2013 Budget Calendar 

4:15 Adopt Resolution #12-01-004 - Interfund Loan Agreement for TIF District #2 (Funding 

for Northstar Rail Station) 

4:16 Adopt Resolution #12-01-005 to Enter into a Residential Recycling Program Agreement 

to Receive SCORE Funds for 2012 

4:17 Adopt Resolution #12-01-006 Requesting Funding from the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation (MnDOT) for Improvements Associated with the Armstrong 

Boulevard/Trunk Highway 10 Interchange 

4:18 Report from Public Works Meeting dated December 13, 2011:  

1) Discuss Septic System Repair Policy – This item is being presented as a separate 

case at tonight’s meeting. 
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2) Consider Requirements for Information that must be included on Certificates of 

Survey – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee and direct 

staff to establish requirements for information that must be included on 

Certificates of Survey and to delay implementation until the City Council has 

reached a decision regarding building/development fees. 

3) Update on the Feasibility Study to Realign Sunwood Drive NW at Armstrong 

Boulevard – No action necessary.  This is for informational purposes only. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the agenda 

as revised to consider Item 7:08 prior to Item 7.01. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7:08: Discuss Mayor’s Recommendations of Desirable Changes and Improvements 

 

Mayor Ramsey presented his recommendation, based on City Charter authority given to the 

Mayor, and his study during his three year tenure and two years prior to election, to eliminate the 

Deputy City Administrator position, terminate the contract with the current City Administrator or 

accept his resignation, and appoint the current Deputy City Administrator as City Administrator 

with a six-month probationary period.  He stated this recommendation is being made to address 

next year’s budget shortfall of $1.5 million with the City Hall debt load without greatly 

increasing resident’s taxes.  He invited the public to address the Council. 

 

Chris Riley, 15120 Ute Street NW, spoke against the Mayor’s recommendation and the City 

Administrator’s alternate recommendation. 

 

Councilmember Strommen read an e-mail from Ralph Brauer against the Mayor’s 

recommendation. 

 

David Jeffrey, 5592 154
th

 Lane NW, spoke against the Mayor’s recommendation. 

 

Mark Uglem, Champlin Mayor, spoke against the Mayor’s recommendation. 
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Mary Jo Olson, 8260 159
th

 Lane NW, suggested the Council revisit the study of staff positions 

from five years ago. 

 

Susan Anderson, 15840 Juniper Ridge Drive NW, spoke against the Mayor’s recommendation. 

 

The Council discussed the Mayor’s recommendation and stated their position, for or against. 

 

Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, and Strommen stated their intention to vote against the 

Mayor’s recommendation and support of a process that identified the budget gap, the objective, 

the goal, and how to accomplish that objective including pros and cons.   

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig to table consideration.  Motion failed for lack of a second. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to eliminate the 

Deputy City Administrator position, terminate the contract with the current City Administrator or 

accept his resignation, and appoint the current Deputy City Administrator as City Administrator 

with a six-month probationary period.   

 

The Council debated the motion. 

 

Councilmember Tossey stated his intention to oppose the motion; however, if the Council did 

not have an alternate plan in mind, he would then support the Mayor’s recommendation. 

 

Councilmember Wise offered a friendly amendment to approve the City Administrator’s 

alternate recommendation as a starting point to take immediate steps.  Mayor Ramsey declared 

this amendment was not appropriate because it changed the outcome of the motion. 

 

Motion failed.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone and Wise.  Voting No: 

Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, Strommen, and Tossey. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich recommended the Council give staff the target and assured the 

Council he would get the job done or the Council could again consider terminating his contract.   

 

The Council discussed next steps and consensus was reached that budget cuts would be 

discussed at the strategic planning session.  It was indicated that cuts would be considered in all 

areas, including Public Safety. 

7.01: 2012 Council Organization 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to adopt Resolution #12-01-007 

for 2012 Council organization as revised to appoint Randy Backous to the Public Works 

Committee in place of Jeff Wise and to appoint Jeff Wise as the alternate, and to appoint Sarah 

Strommen to the Lower Rum River Water Management Organization in place of Randy 

Backous; Resolution #12-01-008 designating financial institutions as official depositories of City 

funds for 2012; Resolution #12-01-009 designating Village Bank as official financial institution 
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for the City of Ramsey banking services for the year 2012; and, Resolution #12-01-010 

authorizing signatures for financial transactions. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.02: Municipal Center Advertising Monitors and Display Areas Policy 

 

Planning Intern Brama reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to adopt the proposed Municipal 

Center Advertising Monitors and Display Areas Policy. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.03: Consider Revisions to the City’s Septic System Repair Policy 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report and recommendation that the City Council adopt 

the revised Septic System Repair Policy, contingent upon City Attorney review. 

 

The Council indicated it was supportive of the program and discussed the type of documentation 

that would be required to prove the homeowner had exhausted all resources and was not 

financially able to undertake the sewer repair. Support was expressed for language to specifically 

address this issue to avoid a subjective judgment.  It was noted the funding would be secured by 

the property so there was no risk to public dollars. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich indicated staff would contact Anoka County to determine whether it had 

a similar program that contained income limitations and/or financial hardship language. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to adopt the revised Septic 

System Repair Policy, contingent upon City Attorney review. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.04: Consider Use of the City’s Septic System Repair Policy to Replace a Failing On-Site 

Septic System at 14760 Bowers Drive NW 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 

 

The Council discussed the request and agreed it needed to be addressed quickly since sewer 

effluent was at ground surface and the property abutted the Mississippi River. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to approve the use of the Septic 

System Repair Policy to repair the failing on-site septic system at 14760 Bowers Drive NW. 
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Further discussion: The Council acknowledged that other Code violations exist including 

nonfunctioning plumbing that had to be addressed along with the septic repair.  It was noted that 

if approved, staff would obtain septic repair quotes, which were estimated at $10,000.  The 

additional plumbing corrections were estimated at $2,000.   

 

Amendment motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, that approval was 

conditioned on the Building Official gaining access to inspect the interior of the home to 

ascertain the condition of the interior plumbing. 

 

Further discussion:  Sandra Dickson, 14760 Bowers Drive, clarified that the kitchen sink does 

not work but all bathroom plumbing is in working order.  She indicated she would allow the 

Building Official to enter her house. 

 

Amendment motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Elvig, 

Backous, McGlone, Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.05: Adopt Ordinance No. XX to Vacate a Portion of Right-of-Way and Drainage and 

Utility Easement Adjacent to and on 14241 Fluorine Street NW; Case of City of 

Ramsey 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to waive the Charter 

requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-01 Vacating a Portion of 

Platted Right-of-Way and a Portion of Easements for Drainage and Utility Purposes in the City 

of Ramsey, Anoka County, Minnesota, contingent upon the property owner of 14241 Fluorine 

Street NW dedicating and executing a trail easement related to the trail encroachment. 

 

Councilmember Tossey aye 

Councilmember Backous aye 

Councilmember Wise  aye 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Strommen aye 

Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried.   

7.06: Authorize Application for Metropolitan Council Transit Oriented Development 

(TOD) Grant 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
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The Council and staff discussed prioritization of projects. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to authorize staff to submit an 

application for the Metropolitan Council’s TOD Grant with projects prioritized as follows:  

Sunwood Drive, Center Street, and the pedestrian crossing over Highway 10. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.07: Spirit / Nextel Explanation of Monthly Billing 

 

Councilmember McGlone stated he was satisfied with the information provided by staff. 

 

7.08: Discuss Mayor’s Recommendations of Desirable Changes and Improvements 

 

This item was considered prior to Case 7:01. 

7:09:  Consider Award of Contract for Comprehensive Utility Plan Updates and 

Associated Rate Studies 

 

The Council discussed whether the Public Works Committee should review and make 

recommendation on this item prior to Council consideration. 

 

Public Works Director Olson indicated that the Public Works Committee and Council would be 

heavily involved. He explained that Landform had withdrawn its bid but staff recommends 

Landform be hired, at a not-to-exceed cost of $1,000 per month, so Bob Schunick can attend 

meetings when this item is discussed to assure The COR is protected. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich confirmed the bid was extremely low by a recognized firm that would 

like to get the City’s businesses.  In addition, the firm would produce the product the City 

desired within its short timeline. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone to refer the contract to the Public Works Committee.   

 

Further discussion:  City Engineer Himmer reviewed the November 15, 2011, Public Works 

Committee minutes during which direction was given for staff to solicit RFPs and agreement 

reached that the Committee did not need to review the RFP. 

 

Councilmember McGlone withdrew his motion. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to award contract to 

Bolton and Menk, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $28,000 to complete comprehensive Utility 

Plan updates and associated rate studies and a contract with Landform in an amount not to 

exceed $1,000 per month to attend meetings during which the Study is discussed. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Elvig, Backous, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

Following discussion of availability, Council consensus was reached to schedule the strategic 

meeting on January 23, noon to 8 p.m. with the focus on the budget/staff efficiencies.  

 

City Administrator Ulrich announced upcoming meetings and provided updates on pending 

projects.  It was announced that the City was successful in receiving a Cooperative Agreement 

Grant of $702,000 for the Riverdale Drive project. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 9:24 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Deputy City Administrator Heidi A. Nelson 

   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Public Works Director Brian Olson 

   City Engineer Tim Himmer 

   Senior Planner Timothy Gladhill 

Planning Intern Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 

 

Mayor Ramsey announced he will present the State of the City address at the February 14, 2012, 

Council meeting. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
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Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the 

following items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

4:01 Approve the following Meeting Minutes: 

1) November 1, 2011, City Council Work Session 

2) January 10, 2012, City Council Regular Meeting  

4:02 Approve Proposed Lease Agreement for 6745 Highway 10 by Independent Auto Service 

4:03 Adopt Resolution #12-01-XXX Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of January 5, 2012, 

through January 19, 2012 

4:04 Adopt Resolution #12-01-XXX Authorizing Staff to Apply for Community Forest 

Bonding Grant Funds through the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

4:05 Report from the Personnel Committee – Meeting Date: January 10, 2012 

 1) Consider a Resolution to Update the City’s IT Policy – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee and Adopt Resolution #12-01-XXX 

Approving an Updated Information Technology (IT) Policy. 

 2) 2012 Fire Officer Selection – Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel 

Committee and Adopt Resolution #12-01-XXX Accepting Fire Chief’s Recommendation 

for 2012 Officer Positions. 

4:06 Adopt Resolution #12-01-XXX Authorizing Partial Payment to Knutson Construction for 

IP 10-22 Ramsey Municipal Parking Facility Phase II 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Introduce Ordinance to Repeal Minnesota Building Code Chapter 1306 Entitled 

Fire Suppression Systems 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
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The Council acknowledged the information submitted by Councilmember Wise relating to 

whether fire suppression would be required for either proposed use, which will be researched by 

staff between first and second reading. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to introduce an 

Ordinance to Remove Minnesota Building Code Chapter 1306 from the Ramsey City Code. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, McGlone, Backous, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.02: Consider Approving the Feasibility Study for the Realignment of Sunwood Drive, 

and Ordering the Preparation of Plans and Specifications  

 

Councilmember Wise recused himself at 7:08 p.m. due to a potential conflict of interest. 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report and answered the City Council’s questions 

about the efforts of Landform and WSB & Associates. 

 

Public Works Director Olson explained why Sunwood Drive is being moved to create an 

interchange with adequate separation between the rail track and bottom of the bridge. 

 

City Engineer Himmer presented details of the three funding options. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich indicated that regardless of funding, the plans will have a “shelf life” 

of several years and is an important component for the interchange design.  He described the 

future interchange and importance of moving forward so the plans are in place.  It was 

acknowledged that the funds for these plans would go towards the City’s match for the 

interchange project. 

 

The Council discussed financing options and asked questions of staff. 

 

Deputy City Administrator Nelson presented estimated interest costs should the City bond to 

cover a funding gap.  It was indicated that should costs be assessed back to benefiting property, it 

would result in an assessment to the HRA. 

 

The Council agreed the realignment of Sunwood Drive was important for the interchange project 

because it will establish the road alignment, close/relocate points of access, allow the property to 

be identified with a legal description, and increase salability. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the feasibility studies 

for the Sunwood Drive realignment project, consistent with the chosen financial package, award 

engineering design contracts in an amount not to exceed $220,012, and authorize the preparation 

of plans and specifications. 

 

Further discussion:  The Council debated which funding option should be considered.  It was 

noted the City had several significant grant opportunities that would help pay down the cost of 
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the interchange and if the grant applications were not successful, the City Council will consider 

how to resolve the gap in funding. 

 

Friendly amendment accepted by Councilmember Elvig and Mayor Ramsey to designate the 

chosen financial package as follows: grant applications, TIF funding, and undesignated reserves. 

 

Further discussion:  The Council discussed types of bonding and reached consensus that it would 

consider a deviation in the policy related to use of land sales to close a funding gap, but only as a 

last resort. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Abstain: Councilmember Wise. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich reported the appraiser has submitted preliminary numbers for the three 

parcels and requested authorization for staff to open negotiations to acquire those three parcels. 

 

Deputy City Administrator Nelson clarified that the project costs include land acquisition costs 

and is part of the funding scenario. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to authorize staff to proceed 

with preliminary negotiations on land acquisition. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Backous, Elvig, 

McGlone, and Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Abstain: Councilmember Wise. 

 

Councilmember Wise returned to the meeting at 7:41 p.m. 

7.03: Discuss Property Acquisition Associated with the Riverdale Drive Extension 

Project, from Alpaca Street to Traprock Street – Portions of this Discussion May be 

Closed to the Public 

 

City Engineer Himmer reviewed the staff report. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich advised that under Minnesota Statutes, the meeting can move into closed 

session to discuss acquisition negotiations for two parcels of property generally located south of 

Highway 10 and west of Traprock Street. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to move to closed session to 

discuss acquisition negotiations. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the Closed Session meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. 

 

The City Council meeting returned to Open Session at 8:09 p.m.  
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Mayor Ramsey indicated that during Closed Session the City Council gave direction to staff 

relating to acquisition negotiations, which will be discussed when presented with a final offer. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

City Administrator Ulrich announced the February 7, 2012, City Council Work Session has been 

canceled due to Precinct Caucuses.  The Work Session will be rescheduled to February 6, 2012, 

starting at 6 p.m. and the next regular City Council meeting will be on February 14, 2012. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich and City Council Members announced upcoming events. 

 

Public Works Director Olson provided an update on the status of the Rail Station 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



   

Regular Planning Commission   6. 1.           
Meeting Date: 03/01/2012  

By: Chris Anderson, Community
Development

Information
Title:
Request for an Interim Use Permit for an Online School at 7550 Highway 10 NW; Case of 2-OI, LLC

Background:
2-OI, LLC has submitted an application for an Interim Use Permit (IUP) for the operation of an online school at the
former Diamonds site, 7550 Highway 10 NW.  The property is zoned B-2 Business and schools are not a permitted
or conditional use in this zoning district.

Notification:
In accordance with State statute, Staff attempted to notify property owners within 350 feet of the subject property of
the public hearing via Standard US Mail. The Public Hearing was also noticed in the Anoka County Union, the
City's official newsletter for public notices.

Observations:
PACT Charter School would operate the online school, which would be a program for grades 7-12, and enrollment
is projected to be between 200-300 students.  While it would be an online program, students would need to be on
site one (1) day per week.  It is estimated that on any given weekday, there would be approximately seventy (70)
students on site.  Additionally, there would likely be between twenty to thirty (20-30) staff on site each weekday as
well (10-20 teaching staff and 5-10 administrative support staff).  The main mode of transportation for students to
and from the site will be parent drop-off/pick-up, but will also include busing from both the PACT campus and the
Tech school.  The are approximately 270 parking stalls on the site, which greatly exceeds the threshold for required
parking used in past site plan reviews for schools (3-4 stalls per 1,000 sq. ft. of building footprint).

The applicant has stated that there may be outdoor recreational activities on site after school and on weekends as
well. There is an existing Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the property that was issued in 2000. Conditions
included in that CUP require all outdoor recreational activities to end no later than 10:00pm and that the
recreational area(s) need to be cleared of all activity by 10:30pm. This condition applies to lighting of the outdoor
recreational area(s) as well. The CUP also prohibits the use of an outdoor PA system and amplified music. The
proposed interim use permit incorporates by reference the terms of the existing CUP.

The applicant is not proposing any new accesses to the site.  However, the City is developing plans to extend
Riverdale Dr past this site (terminating at Traprock St), which will provide a new access point but will also likely
include certain median modifications that will result in a 3/4 access (will no longer be able to turn westbound onto
Highway 10 from Traprock St).  In conjunction with the potential road extension, water will also be extended to the
site.  The City and the applicant have come to a tentative agreement on preliminary terms for the acquisition of
right-of-way for the extension of Riverdale Dr, which will be considered by City Council likely on March 13.  

The applicant has stated that no exterior improvements/modifications are proposed, with the exception of upgrading
the baseball/softball fields. The applicant will be remodeling the interior of the building (preliminary sketches are
attached) for both classroom and administrative office space.  All building modifications shall be compliant with
applicable building, fire and zoning codes and the applicant will be responsible for obtaining all necessary permits.

The request has been forwarded to Mn/DOT for review and comment.  Staff will provide an update at the meeting
regarding any comments received from Mn/DOT.



Funding Source:
All costs associated with the application are the responsibility of the applicant.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the interim use permit request for a term of five (5) years.

Committee Action:
Motion to recommend that City Council adopt findings of fact relating to the request for an Interim Use Permit to
allow for the operation of an online school in the B-2 Business District. 

-and-

Motion to recommend that City Council adopt Resolution #________ approving the request for an Interim Use
Permit for a term of five (5) years and declaring the terms as proposed.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Preliminary Sketches
Proposed Findings of Fact
Proposed IUP

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 02/24/2012 09:00 AM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/23/2012 09:47 AM

Final Approval Date: 02/24/2012 



 PE
RI

DO
T S

TUR
AN

IM

ITE ST

 139TH LN

 TR
AP

RO
CK

 ST

 142ND AVE  LI
MO

NI
TE

 ST

 AL
PA

CA
 ST

 143RD AVE

 RIVERDALE DR
CIVIC CENTER DRIVE

SUNWOOD DR

PE
RI

DO
T S

T

RH
IN

ES
TO

NE
 ST

E T
OW

N 
CE

NT
ER

 D
R

E RAMSEY PARKWAY

W 
TO

WN
 CE

NT
ER

 D
RZE
OL

ITE
 ST

AR
MS

TR
ON

G 
BL

VD

 RA
MS

EY
 BL

VD

W RAMSEY PARKWAY

BUNKER LAKE BLVD

148TH LN

149TH AVE

 149TH LN

148TH LN

149TH LN
 149TH LN

149TH AVE

149TH LN

 149TH AVE

 150TH LN

BUNKER LAKE BLVD

SUNWOOD DR

 142ND AVE

LIMON
IT

E ST

147TH AVE

147TH LN

148TH AVE

CH
AM

EL
EO

N 
ST

WI
LL

EM
ITE ST

RIVERDALE DR

 O
LIV

IN
E S

T

148TH LN

147TH LN

147TH TER
147TH LN

147TH CIR

147TH LN

147TH TER

W
IL

LE
MI

TE
 ST

147TH PL

145TH AVE

PE
RI

DO
T S

T 146TH AVE  146TH AVE

 O
LIV

IN
E S

T

WILL
EM

ITE
 W

AY

HIGHWAY 10

7550 Highway 10 NW ±
0 2,1001,050 Feet

Legend
Site
Parcels







Councilmember ___________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #12-03-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT #____ RELATING TO A 

REQUEST TO ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF AN ONLINE SCHOOL IN THE B-

2 BUSINESS DISTRICT 

 

WHEREAS, 2-OI, LLC, hereinafter referred to as "Applicant", has properly applied to 

the City of Ramsey (the "City") for an interim use permit (the "Permit") to operate an online 

school in the B-2 Business District on the property located at 7550 Highway 10 NW and legally 

described as follows: 

 

Lot 1, Block 1 The Diamonds, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

(the "Subject Property") 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1. That the Applicant appeared before the Planning Commission for a public hearing pursuant 

to Section 117-52 of the Ramsey City Code on March 1, 2012, and that the public hearing 

was properly advertised and that the minutes of said public hearing are hereby incorporated 

by reference. 

 

2. That the Subject Property is zoned B-2 Business District; the parcels to the north and west are 

zoned B-2 Business District and the parcels to the south and east are zoned Park. 

 

3. That the B-2 Business District does not expressly identify schools as a permitted use. 

 

4. That the Applicant is proposing to utilize the existing building on the Subject Property for the 

purposes of an online school. 

 

5. That the Applicant has stated that the projected student enrollment is between 200-300 

individuals. 

 

6. That the Applicant has stated that students would need to be at the Subject Property one day 

per week and estimates that on any given weekday, there could be up to seventy (70) students 

present. 

 

7. That the Applicant has stated that there would be between twenty to thirty (20-30) staff on the 

Subject Property as well (10-20 teaching staff and 5-10 administrative support staff).  

 

8. That the Applicant is requesting that the Permit be granted for five (5) years. 

 

9. That Section 117-52 of City Code allows for an Interim Use Permit to be granted for a 

maximum of five (5) years. 
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10. That the Applicant has stated that no exterior modifications/improvements are proposed, 

other than upgrading the recreational ball fields. 

 

11. That the Applicant has stated that there may be use of the outdoor recreational fields after 

school and on weekends. 

 

12. That Resolution #00-03-077, which granted approval of a Conditional Use Permit for 

accessory outdoor recreational uses on the Subject Property, is incorporated by reference in 

the Interim Use Permit. 

 

13. That the Applicant has stated that the interior of the building will be remodeled to provide 

office and classroom space. 

 

14. That the Applicant will be responsible for obtaining all required permits for the 

improvements and all improvements are subject to compliance with applicable building, fire 

and zoning codes. 

 

15. That the Applicant is not proposing any new accesses to the Subject Property. 

 

16. That the Applicant is aware of a potential extension of Riverdale Dr past the Subject Property 

that will provide a new access point but will also likely reduce the Traprock St and Highway 

10 intersection to ¾ access. 

 

17. That the Applicant is aware that the extension of Riverdale Dr will also include extending 

water to the Subject Property. 

 

18. That the proposed use will/will not adversely impact traffic in the area. 

 

19. That the proposed use will/will not be dangerous or detrimental to persons residing or 

working in the vicinity of the use or to the public welfare. 

 

20. That the proposed use will/will not substantially or adversely impair the use, enjoyment or 

market value of surrounding properties. 

 

21. That the proposed use will/will not be operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 

appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and 

such use will/will not change the essential character of the area. 

 

22. That the proposed use will/will not create additional requirements at public cost for public 

facilities and services. 

 

23. That the proposed use will/will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community. 

 

24. That the proposed use will/will not be disturbing or hazardous to existing or future 

neighboring uses. 
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25. That the proposed use will/will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials and 

equipment and conditions of operation that may be detrimental to any persons, property or the 

general welfare, by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke or glare. 

 

26. That the proposed use will/will not be in accordance with the objectives of the intent of 

Section 117-52 (Interim Use Permits) of the City Code. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

______________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 13
th

 day of March, 2012. 

 

 

              

      Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

       

City Clerk 



Councilmember ________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #12-03-___ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF AN INTERIM USE PERMIT TO 

ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF AN ONLINE SCHOOL IN THE B-2 BUSINESS 

DISTRICT BASED ON FINDINGS OF FACT #_____, AND DECLARING THE TERMS 

OF SAME. 

 

WHEREAS, 2-OI, LLC has properly applied to the City of Ramsey (the "City") for an 

interim use permit to operate an online school in the B-2 Business District on the property 

located at 7550 Highway 10 NW and legally described as follows: 

 

Lot 1, Block 1 The Diamonds, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

(the "Subject Property"); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission met on March 1, 2012, conducted a public 

hearing and recommended that the City Council approve/deny the request to operate an online 

school in the B-2 Business District for a term of five (5) years. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

This permit is issued pursuant to Section 117-52 of the Ramsey City Code.  The conditions of 

this permit are as follows:    

 

1) Based on Findings of Fact #____, an Interim Use Permit (“Permit”) to allow the operation of 

an online school on the Subject Property is hereby granted to 2-OI, LLC (“Permittee”).  

 

2) The term of the Permit shall commence on March 13, 2012 and shall expire five (5) years 

thereafter (March 13, 2017). 

 

3) This Permit is applicable only to the operation of an online school on the Subject Property.  

The granting of this Permit does not allow for any other use that is prohibited in the B-2 

Business District. 

 

4) That this Permit hereby incorporates by reference Resolution #00-03-077, which resolution 

granted approval of a conditional use permit related to accessory outdoor recreational uses 

and that the PERMITTEE agrees to abide by the terms of said resolution. 

 

5) That the Permittee is responsible for obtaining all necessary permits required for any interior 

modifications to the building and said modifications shall comply with all applicable 

building, fire and zoning codes.  
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6) The PERMITTEE acknowledges that the City is planning for the future extension of 

Riverdale Drive on the northern boundary of the Subject Property and associated Highway 10 

median modifications. 

 

7) This Permit shall become null and void in the event the use granted under this Permit 

permanently ceases prior to the expiration date or upon the expiration date, whichever occurs 

first.   

8) That all costs incurred by the City in administering and enforcing this Permit shall be the 

responsibility of the Permittee. 

 

9) That the City Administrator or his or her designee shall have the right to inspect the Subject 

Property for compliance at any reasonable time. 

 

10) That the failure of the City at any time to require performance by the Permittee of any 

provisions herein shall in no way affect the right of the City thereafter to enforce the same.  

Nor shall waiver by the City of any breach of any of the provisions hereof be taken or held to 

be a waiver of any succeeding breach of such provision or as a waiver of any provision itself. 

 

11) That if any provision of this Permit shall be declared void or unenforceable, the other 

provisions shall not be affected but shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

12) That this Permit shall not be considered modified, altered, changed or amended in any 

respect unless in writing and signed by the City and the Permittee. 

 

13) That if the Permittee or its successors or assigns violates any material term or condition of 

this Permit, it is grounds for suspension or revocation hereof consistent with applicable law. 

Specifically, but without limiting the foregoing, the City may amend, suspend, or revoke this 

Permit, consistent with applicable law, if the City Council reasonably determines that 

continued operation of the facility places the public health, safety or welfare or the 

environment in jeopardy or creates a public nuisance due to odors, litter, debris or other 

nuisance factors. The change, alteration or amendment of any statute, regulation, ordinance or 

permit condition by any governmental authority other than the City, shall not excuse the 

Permittee from compliance with statutes, regulations, ordinances or Permit conditions in 

effect on the date of the original issuance of this Permit unless compliance is waived or 

excused by the City. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 13
th

 day of March, 2012. 
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2-OI, LLC 

 

 

By:      

 

Its:      

STATE OF ______________) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF    ) 

 

The foregoing was acknowledged before me this ____ day of _____________, _____, before me, 

a Notary Public, personally appeared _____________________, the _______________ of 2-OI, 

LLC, a limited liability corporation under the laws of Minnesota, on behalf of the corporation. 

 

              

       Notary Public 
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CITY OF RAMSEY: 

 

 

By: ________________________________  By: _______________________________ 

 Mayor       City Clerk 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 

 

On this ____ day of _______________, ______, before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared 

Bob Ramsey and JoAnn M. Thieling, to me personally known, who, being each by me duly 

sworn did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the 

Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is 

the corporate seal of said Municipal Corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed 

on behalf of said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council and said Bob Ramsey 

and JoAnn M. Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of said 

Municipal Corporation. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Notary Public 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 

The City of Ramsey     Randall & Goodrich 

7550 Sunwood Dr NW    2140 Fourth Avenue 

Ramsey, MN 55303     Anoka, MN  55303 



   

Regular Planning Commission   6. 2.           
Meeting Date: 03/01/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Review Closed Landfill Program's Land Use Plan

Background:
Staff recently met with Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff regarding Minnesota Statute
requirements for land use planning for the closed landfill south of Alpine Drive.  MPCA Staff states that the City
must update its Comprehensive Plan and Official Controls (Zoning Ordinance and Official Zoning Map) to be
compliant with the Closed Landfill Land Use Plan.

Notification:
For discussion purposes only.  Notification is not required at this time.

Observations:
The MPCA has defined the area to be re-guided as Closed Landfill as the 'Land Management Area' indicated on the
attached exhibits.  These boundaries would serve as the boundaries for the Closed Landfill District in the
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance.  This zoning ordinance would provide for limited restricted uses
including the operation of the Closed Landfill and lawful, non-conforming rights afforded to pre-existing structures
and uses.  The purpose of the restricted use and zoning district is to identify the closed landfill and avoid conflicting
land uses.

Staff has had discussions with MPCA Staff in regards to utilization of a portion of the Subject Property (outside the
waste footprint, groundwater area of concern, and methane gas area of concern) for public uses.  Staff will present
certain challenges each of these areas present and some potential future uses.

A majority of the Subject Property is guided as Public/Quasi-Public.  The MPCA states the City must create a new
land use designation and zoning district entitled Closed Landfill-Restricted Use.  A model ordinance is attached for
your review.  City Staff suggested an alternative method, using an overlay district to provide restricted use on the
Subject Property.  According to the MPCA Staff, their legal counsel has provided a legal opinion that an overlay
district is not sufficient, and that a separate zoning district must be created.

While Staff does not object to the concept of the Closed Landfill restriction, Staff would like to explore the
boundaries of the Land Management Area in more detail.  Staff does not object to the restrictions on parcels
identified as the waste footprint, groundwater area of concern, or methane gas area of concern.  Staff would like to
discuss future potential uses once remediation activities are completed (many years into the future). MPCA Staff
appears to be open to these discussions on portions of the Subject Property, while not supportive of other areas due
to remediation needs.

Staff has been in contact with the Metropolitan Council for further clarification on Comprehensive Plan
Amendment needs to implement the CLP Land Use Plan.  Metropolitan Council Staff is discussing the process, and
should have an update prior to the Planning Commission Meeting.

Funding Source:
Review of the Closed Landfill Land Use Plan is being handled as part of regular Staff duties.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission provide feedback on the Closed Landfill Land Use Plan and direct



Staff recommends that the Planning Commission provide feedback on the Closed Landfill Land Use Plan and direct
Staff to prepare necessary amendments to coincide with the next Comprehensive Plan Amendment submitted.

Committee Action:
Provide feedback on the Closed Landfill Land Use Plan.

Attachments
Closed Landfill Fact Sheet
MPCA Background Materials
CLP Statute

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson Chris Anderson 02/23/2012 04:53 PM
Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 02/24/2012 08:42 AM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 02/22/2012 11:31 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/24/2012 
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c-clf1-02 

 
n 1994, the Minnesota Legislature 
passed the Landfill Cleanup Act (LCA) 

which created the Closed Landfill Program 
(CLP).  Under the CLP, the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is 
responsible for the long-term care of 112 
closed, state-permitted, municipal solid 
waste landfills throughout Minnesota.  

The mission of the CLP is to manage the 
risk to public health and the environment 
that is associated with these landfills.  This 
is accomplished by undertaking cleanup 
actions, long-term operation and 
maintenance, and monitoring groundwater 
contamination and landfill gas that exist at 
most of these sites.  In addition, future risk 
to public health and safety is also mitigated 
by implementing land-use planning 
measures that minimize public exposure to 
landfill hazards and protect the state’s 
response-action equipment. 

Risks at closed landfills 
Landfill gas migration and groundwater 
contamination can be serious issues at 
some landfills.  These problems can pose a 
threat to the health and safety of those 
living or occupying land nearby.  In 
addition, chemicals leaching from these 
landfills can degrade groundwater and 
surface water resources surrounding these 
sites. 

The MPCA addresses the risk to public 
health and the environment at the closed 
landfills by implementing and maintaining 
remediation systems (engineered covers 

and gas-collection and groundwater-
treatment systems) and by monitoring 
groundwater, surface water, and landfill 
gas.  Proper management and regulation of 
land use at and near these closed landfills is 
another important part of assuring long-
term protection from the risks posed by 
them. 

Managing closed landfills and 
planning for future land use 
Future use of property at and around closed 
landfills needs to be planned carefully and 
responsibly.  Because general authority for 
land-use planning lies with Minnesota’s 
local government units (LGUs) ― cities, 
counties and townships ― and tribal 
authorities, the MPCA seeks to partner 
with the LGUs and tribal governments that 
have this authority for planning in the 
vicinity of the closed landfills. 

For each site, the MPCA is required to 
develop a Closed Landfill Use Plan 
(CLUP) in which the MPCA (1) 
determines the appropriate use for the 
property at the landfill where the MPCA is 
implementing environmental response 
actions; and (2) provides information about 
property at or near the landfill that may be 
affected by groundwater and/or surface 
water contamination and methane gas 
migration. 

The CLUP will include thematic maps 
showing the groundwater contaminant 
plume as well as groundwater and methane 
gas Areas of Concern (AOC). The AOC is 
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the area where the MPCA believes the landfill poses 
risks to persons using the land and/or groundwater and 
where local governments should consider land-use 
controls to protect those persons.  New site information 
will be provided as it becomes available. 

Minn. Stat. § 115B.412, subd. 9 requires LGUs to make 
their land-use plans consistent with the MPCA’s CLUP.  
The MPCA will specifically identify land uses it 
designates for the property described in the Landfill 
Cleanup Agreement (Binding Agreement), property with 
adjacent waste, adjacent buffer property, and adjacent 
property where response-action equipment is located.  
These properties comprise the Land Management Area 
(LMA).  The MPCA will recommend that LGUs adopt a 
new zoning district — “Closed Landfill Restricted” — 
for the LMA.  The MPCA may recommend zoning that 
allows for other uses at certain areas of a landfill 
depending on the circumstances of the property. 

Minn. Stat. § 115B.412, subd. 4 (Affected Property 
Notice) requires the MPCA to provide LGUs with 

information that describes the types, locations and 
potential movement of hazardous substances, pollutants 
and contaminants, or methane gas related to the landfill.  
LGUs are required to incorporate this information in 
their land-use plans and to notify persons applying for a 
permit to develop affected property of the existence of 
this information and to provide them a copy of the 
information upon request.  In addition, the MPCA will 
work with LGUs to identify appropriate land-use 
controls on affected properties outside the landfill. 

For more information 
If you would like more information about land-use 
planning at closed landfills, please contact the MPCA at 
651-296-6300 or 800-657-3864. 

You can get the specific land-use plan legislation at 
www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/115B/412.html. 

MPCA Web site: www.pca.state.mn.us

 

































2010 Minnesota Statutes 

115B.412 PROGRAM OPERATION. 

 

Subd. 4.Affected real property; notice. 

(a) The commissioner shall provide to affected local government units, to be available 

as public information, and shall make available to others, on request, a description of the 

real property described in the original and any revised permits for a qualified facility, 

along with a description of activities that will be or have been taken on the property under 

sections 115B.39 to 115B.43 and a reasonably accurate description of the types, locations, 

and potential movement of hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants, or 

decomposition gases related to the facility. The commissioner shall provide and make this 

information available at the time the facility is placed on the priority list under section 

115B.40, subdivision 2; shall revise, provide, and make the information available when 

response actions, other than long-term maintenance actions, have been completed; and 

shall revise the information over time if significant changes occur that make the 

information obsolete or misleading.  

(b) A local government unit that receives information from the commissioner under 

paragraph (a) shall incorporate that information in any land use plan that includes t he 

affected property and shall notify any person who applies for a permit related to 

development of the affected property of the existence of the information and, on request, 

provide a copy of the information. 

 

Subd. 9.Land management plans. 

The commissioner shall develop a land use plan for each qualified facility. All local 

land use plans must be consistent with a land use plan developed under this subdivision. 

Plans developed under this subdivision must include provisions to prevent any use that 

disturbs the integrity of the final cover, liners, any other components of any containment 

system, or the function of any monitoring systems unless the commissioner finds that the 

disturbance: 

(1) is necessary to the proposed use of the property, and will not increase the 

potential hazard to human health or the environment; or 

(2) is necessary to reduce a threat to human health or the environment.  

Before completing any plan under this subdivision, the commissioner shall consult 

with the commissioner of management and budget regarding any restrictions that the 

commissioner of management and budget deems necessary on the disposition of property 

resulting from the use of bond proceeds to pay for response actions on the property, and 

shall incorporate the restrictions in the plan. 

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes?id=115B.39#stat.115B.39
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes?id=115B.43#stat.115B.43
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes?id=115B.40#stat.115B.40.2


   

Regular Planning Commission   6. 3.           
Meeting Date: 03/01/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Staff Update

Background:
The following is a brief summary of approvals given in December that may be of interest to the Planning
Commission : 

Introduce Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-118 Entitled The COR
Adopt Ordinance to Repeal Minnesota State Building Code 1306 Entitled Special Fire Protection Systems, an
Optional Building Code Chapter

Review of Assumptions from the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  As part of the update to the City's Water and
Sanitary Sewer plans, the City Council discussed the assumptions found in the 2030 Comprehensive Plan following
discussion with the Planning Commission.  For purposes of the Water and Sanitary Sewer Plans, an assumption of
260 units per year was used.  This was the figure used in the original Water and Sewer plans completed in 2004.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 02/22/2012 05:00 PM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 02/22/2012 

Final Approval Date: 02/22/2012 



   

Regular Planning Commission   6. 4.           
Meeting Date: 03/01/2012  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Information
Title:
Zoning Bulletins

Background:
Enclosed are zoning periodicals for your review.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Attachments
Zoning Bulletins

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 02/22/2012 04:42 PM
Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 02/21/2012 03:06 PM

Final Approval Date: 02/22/2012 
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