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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, October 4, 2012, 

at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

    Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Gary Van Scoy 

 

Members Absent:  Commissioner Jessica Perez  

    Commissioner Robert Schiller 

 

Also Present:   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

    Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

    Planning Consultant Tina Goodroad 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Levine called the regular meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

4. APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve the Following Planning Commission Minutes: 

 

 4.01.1: Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Dated September 6, 2012 
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Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to approve the 

following minutes as presented:  Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated September 6, 

2012. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

5. NOTE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

5.01: Note the Following City Council Meeting Minutes: 

 

5.01.1: City Council Meeting Minutes Dated July 10, 2012 

5.01.2: City Council Meeting Minutes Dated July 24, 2012 

 

Informational; no action required. 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

6.01: Public Hearing: Request for a Conditional Use Permit for Motor Vehicle, 

Implement, and Recreation Equipment Sales and Service at 7815 Riverdale Drive 

NW: Case of DSB Ventures, LLC 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner Gladhill presented the staff report.  He indicated the City has received a 

conditional use permit (CUP) application from DSB Ventures, LLC, to allow motor vehicle, 

implement, and recreation equipment sales and service for Lake Region RV’s, Inc. at 7815 

Riverdale Drive NW.  The subject property consists of two (2) separate parcels totaling 2.65 

acres and the building is currently occupied by Canvas Craft.  The site has not been used for 

motor vehicle sales and service.  He explained the City has spoken with the applicant about the 

closure of Alpaca Street.  Staff recommends approval of the CUP request. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Field, Brauer, and 

Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 7:09 p.m. 
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Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to recommend that City 

Council adopt a Resolution approving Findings of Fact relating to the request for a Conditional 

Use Permit. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Van Scoy, Brauer, 

Field, and.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to recommend that City 

Council approve the request for a Conditional Use Permit for Motor Vehicle, Implement, and 

Recreation Equipment Sales and Service at the Subject Property, contingent upon compliance 

with the Staff Review Letter dated September 28, 2012. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Van Scoy, Bauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

6.02: Public Hearing: Request for Site Plan and Conditional Use Permit Approval for 

Motor Fuel Sales and Car Wash for a Super America Located in the COR TWO 

Subdivision; Case of West Real Estate and Management Inc. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:11 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report.  He explained 

the City has received application for site plan approval and a conditional use permit for a 

proposed retail convenience store with motor fuel sales and an accessory commercial car wash.  

The property is zoned COR-2b in which retail uses are permitted and motor fuel sales and 

accessory car washes are conditional uses.  The site is approximately 1.25 acres in size and is 

located at the southwest corner of Sunwood Drive.  The proposal includes four motor fuel islands 

with a total of eight individual fuel dispensers.  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator 

Anderson entered revised site plan drawings and narrative into record. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson commented that Staff has requested the 

applicant enhance the exterior street facing elevations of the proposed building to create a greater 

street presence.  Another concern for the site was the maneuverability of gas trucks on the site.  

He explained that revised plans were submitted by the applicant to City Staff.  These plans were 

discussed with the Commission in detail.  He noted the applicant has requested operation of the 

site be 24 hours.  Staff recommended approval of both the conditional use permit and the site 

plan, based on the new plans.  

 

Citizen Input 
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Jim Winkles, Amcon Construction Company, thanked Staff for working with him on the project.  

He was excited about the new development in this area and looked forward to completing this 

project in the City of Ramsey.   

 

Chairperson Levine asked if the Fire Chief had signed off on this project.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson commented that the Fire Marshal had 

reviewed the plans submitted and had expressed no concerns at this time.  

 

Commissioner Bauer questioned if the placement of the underground tanks were a concern. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the Engineer Division did not 

note any concerns with the tank placement as part of their review. 

 

Chairperson Levine was pleased with the architectural enhancements proposed for the building.   

 

Commissioner Van Scoy agreed stating the renderings were very well done.  He then requested 

further clarification on the location of Lots 3, 4 and 5. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson explained the applicant would not need 

shared parking and would be located on Lot 5.  He noted Lots 3 and 4 would have shared parking 

provisions. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Brauer, Bauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 7:29 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to recommend that City 

Council adopt a Resolution approving Findings of Fact relating to the request for a Conditional 

Use Permit. 

 

Further discussion 

 

Chairperson Levine requested further information from staff on the location of this site in the 

COR.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed this site location with the Commission.   
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Commissioner Brauer recalled that Coborn’s requested a car wash near this location in the past.  

He questioned why the City was now recommending approval of a car was at this location. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented the original COR master plan was more 

restrictive.  However, as this plan progressed and was revised, auto oriented uses were allowed.    

 

Commissioner Brauer asked if the proposed fence and shrubbery constituted street orientation.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson explained a portion of the proposed 

building does fall within the build to line, along with the fencing and shrubbery.  This was 

permitted to meet the 40% threshold within the build to line.  He understood that decorative 

fencing did not replace the build to line.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented that the changes to Sunwood Drive 

changed this area greatly.  He explained he had reservations at first with this proposed site plan; 

however, the revised plans met City requirements.   

 

Commissioner Brauer commended the developer for working with Staff to meet the City’s 

requirements.  He suggested the Commission review the percentage of building to fence ratio in 

the future. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated Staff would be making adjustments to the design 

framework guidelines with each plan that came through the City for approval.  He recommended 

the Commission review these details further over the coming winter months. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy asked if the framework was consistent with each sub-district within the 

COR.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained the framework did vary within each sub-

district and depending on the adjacent roadways.  There is now a hierarchy of streets within the 

COR and that has a bearing on the percentage.   

 

Friendly Amendment 

 

Commissioner Brauer offered a friendly amendment to the Findings of Fact that the 

recommendation for findings favorable to the applicant is in part due to the uniqueness of the lot 

and design constraints.  In addition, Commissioner Brauer stated that the Findings of Fact should 

also note that due to recent zoning changes (date specific), they are recommending approval of 

the car wash, to avoid any conflict with Coborn’s past request for a conditional use permit for an 

accessory car wash that he recalled as being denied.   

 

Commissioner Bauer and Field accepted the friendly amendment. 

 

Amended Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Field, 

Brauer, and Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 
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Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to recommend that City 

Council adopt findings of fact favorable to the applicant and to approve the request for a 

Conditional Use Permit for motor fuel sales and an accessory car wash, allowing for 24 hour 

operation, contingent upon compliance with the Staff Review Letter dated September 28, 2012. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Field, Brauer, and 

Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to recommend that City 

Council approve the proposed site plan, contingent upon compliance with the Staff Review 

Letter dated September 28, 2012. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Van Scoy, Brauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

6.03: Public Hearing: Request for Sketch Plan Review of NORTHGATE ADDITION 

(minor Plat) and Request for Site Plan Review and Conditional Use Permit for 

Northgate Performing Arts Center at the North East Intersection of Sunwood Drive 

and Peridot Street; Case of PSD, LLC and Northgate Church 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Planning Consultant Goodroad presented the Staff report.  She explained Northgate Church is 

proposing construction of a performing arts center that will include 504 auditorium seats, two 

classrooms, along with a nursery and lobby areas on the property for the parcel located on the 

northeast corner of Sunwood Drive and Peridot Street NW.  Northgate Church is requesting 

Sketch Plan Review of NORTHGATE ADDITION (Minor Plat) along with site plan review and 

a conditional use permit for the proposed Northgate Performing Arts Center.  In order to 

accommodate the request, the parcel must be platted as part of the request for NORTHGATE 

ADDITION. 

 

Planning Consultant Goodroad explained the subject property is zoned Mixed Use and is located 

within the COR3 sub-district.  Institutional uses are allowed as a conditional use.  The proposed 

structure is 15,242 square feet in size with a future expansion area identified on the site plan 

immediately north of the proposed structure of approximately 13,000 square feet.  Staff reviewed 

the proposed site plan in detail with the Commission.  She discussed a proposed street presence 

to meet the 60% standard along Sunwood Drive. 

 

Planning Consultant Goodroad discussed the parking issues with this site noting shared parking 

would be needed on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights.  City requirements call for a total 
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of 101 parking stalls and the applicant is proposing 43 stalls.  In addition, 40 proof of parking 

stalls (on-site) and 25 on street parking stalls were available to fulfill the parking requirements.  

She noted it was the intent in the COR that sites minimize surface parking and create strategies 

for shared parking between adjacent users particularly when taking advantage of peak and off 

peak parking cycles.  Staff is generally supportive of the use of on-street parking for the proposed 

use, as no parking structures were planned in this area.  

 

Planning Consultant Goodroad discussed the parking situation in further detail stating the City 

could require proof of parking to be installed with Phase I due to lack of legally recordable 

shared parking agreements to meet City requirements of the COR Design Framework.  However, 

another option would be for the City to accept the proof of parking plan with a condition that at 

such time that parking demand is beyond what is provided on-site and the 25 accepted on-street 

parking stalls, and extending into additional on-street parking areas beyond 300’ radius of the 

site, such proof of parking shall be installed at the applicants expense.  Staff recommended that 

Phase 2 construction not move forward without recordable cross-parking agreements in place.  

 

Planning Consultant Goodroad reviewed the proposed building elevations with the Commission.  

She noted the building was a nice blend of brick, windows, metal and pre-cast material.  The 

proposed materials met City requirements.  Staff recommended approval of the site plan and 

conditional use permit. Planning Consultant Goodroad entered revised architectural drawings 

into record. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Wayne Skaff, Pastor of Northgate Church, 15407 Krypton Street, explained that Northgate 

Church began meeting in 2010 at the PACT School.  He commented the church was determined 

to build a 21
st
 century building in the COR of Ramsey.  He discussed the need for the church to 

share parking space with its adjacent neighbors and then reviewed the amenities within the 

proposed building.  He hoped the performing arts center would be utilized by the entire 

community for meetings, concerts and training.  Mr. Skaff anticipated that Phase 2 would begin 

in a short time and requested the proof of parking not be required at this time.  

 

Commissioner Field inquired the intention of the church at this time with the proof of parking.   

 

Mr. Skaff stated it would be his intent to leave the Phase 2 site vacant at this time and not create 

the additional parking north of the building.  He noted he had verbal parking agreements with 

PACT and was pursuing an agreement with Allina.  He explained he had approximately 300 

parking stalls within a very short walk of the proposed building. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy requested the verbal agreements become written. 

 

Mr. Skaff explained the Board of Directors at PACT passed a motion and signed an agreement 

approving cross parking.  This would make 104 parking stalls available to Northgate.  He noted 

he had verbal agreements with NAU and Allina at this time.  Both were willing to draft written 
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agreements after the proposed plans were approved.  Mr. Skaff understood that if the site had 

inadequate parking, Northgate would be responsible for adding the proof of parking. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated he received a copy of the agreement from PACT.  

The document was not in recordable form at this time and Staff would work with Northgate to 

resolve this issue. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy commented if even more parking spaces would be necessary after the 

completion of Phase 2.   

 

Mr. Skaff explained the Phase 2 would be used for education space that would be shared jointly 

with PACT.  He noted the space would be used on Sundays for education but did not anticipate 

an increase in the parking needs.   

 

Planning Consultant Goodroad commented the proposed use for Phase 2 was less intense; 

however, the City cannot make a determination on the parking needs for that space at this time.  

She indicated the performing arts space had a much higher parking need.   

 

Commissioner Van Scoy was pleased with the proposed use.  He asked if religious uses had 

different parking standards and how these parking standards would be addressed when Phase 2 

was started.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented a parking analysis would have to be 

completed once Phase 2 was brought to the City.  He commented Staff would make a 

consideration for this use based on the fact there were offsetting uses with varying hours of 

operation, which would assist in meeting the parking requirements.   

 

Commissioner Brauer commended Northgate on creating a fine arts building that would be 

available to the residents in the City of Ramsey.  He questioned if the site would have any 

restrictions on events allowed within the performing arts center.   

 

Mr. Skaff indicated the site would only allow family friendly events.   

 

Commissioner Bauer asked how the site would accommodate funerals during the weekdays.   

 

Mr. Skaff stated in the last two and a half years, the church has had one funeral.  He commented 

the funeral could be held in the evening hours if necessary or during the day, for a smaller family 

event. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Brauer, Field, Bauer, and 

Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 8:20 p.m. 
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Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Field, to recommend that City 

Council adopt a Resolution approving Findings of Fact relating to the request from Northgate 

Church. 

 

Further discussion 

 

Commissioner Brauer requested an amendment to the Findings of Fact stating the performing 

arts center would only be used for family friendly events.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill suggested the Commission use caution on this 

amendment as there were Ordinances in place to address certain uses.   

 

Commissioner Brauer withdrew his friendly amendment.  

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Field, Bauer, and 

Brauer.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Field, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to recommend that City 

Council approve the Conditional Use Permit contingent upon compliance with the City Staff 

Review Letter dated September 20, 2012. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Field, Van Scoy, Bauer, and 

Brauer.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Bauer, to recommend that City 

Council approve the Site Plan contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review Letter 

dated September 20, 2012. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Bauer, Brauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill requested a recess at this time to allow Staff time to 

reset exhibits for the upcoming Staff reports.   

 

Chairperson Levine recessed the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Chairperson Levine reconvened the meeting at 8:36 p.m. 

 

6.04: Public Hearing: Consider Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-118 (The 

COR) Approving Amendment to the COR Design Framework Related to Off-Street 

Parking, Signs, Parks and Trails, and Sub-District Boundaries 
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Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 8:36 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Senior Planner presented the staff report.  He requested the Commission consider an Ordinance 

to amend City Code Section 117-118 (The COR) approving an amendment to the COR Design 

Framework related to off-street parking, signs, parks and trails, and sub-district boundaries.  Staff 

reviewed the proposed revisions in detail with the Commission and recommended approval of 

the proposed Ordinance, which includes the revised Design Framework and Master Sign Plan. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked if shared parking was addressed in this framework.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented this was a fundamental guideline 

throughout the entire COR. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Field, Brauer, and 

Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 8:50 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Bauer questioned if the proposed tenant signs would be able to be shared between 

more than three users.   

 

Development Services Gladhill commented the retail gateway signs were proposed to have three 

tenants; however, the three signs could be split in half and allow for signage for up to six 

businesses.   

 

Commissioner Brauer asked if the signs should be overbuilt to assure there was enough signage 

for future businesses. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill discussed the proposed signage in further detail with 

the Commission noting Staff was proposing 150 square feet for tenant signs, along with wall 

signs.   

 

Commissioner Field inquired if the retail gateway signs would be split up by lots or tenants.   
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Development Services Manager Gladhill explained the framework would allow for community 

gateway signs to be 150 square feet per lot.  This would be broken down to 50 square feet per 

user or tenant.   

 

Commissioner Brauer commented he was in favor of the kiosks. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy asked if the COR would have enough parking if several intense uses 

move into the area.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated a parking study was completed which 

explored some of these concerns.  He noted the restaurants would have more surface parking 

than retail.  He stated the area should have sufficient parking based on the requirements within 

the framework.   

 

Commissioner Field was pleased with the restaurant parking recommendations.   

 

Commissioner Brauer suggested the signage square footage for the retail gateway signs be 

increased from 150 square feet to 200 square feet.  He commented this would allow for greater 

flexibility in the future. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated this could be done, but the general aesthetics 

should be considered.  He stated future tenants could also pursue a larger sign size through the 

CUP process. 

 

Commissioner Field questioned how many kiosk signs would be located in the COR.  He 

suggested the scale of these signs be reduced to lower the expense of the proposed kiosk signs. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill noted there were three kiosk signs proposed for the 

COR.  He then reviewed the proposed location of these signs.  He explained the stone used 

would be a precast material to reduce expenses.  He indicated the monument signs would be high 

quality, consistent throughout the development and would assist pedestrian traffic traveling 

through the COR.   

 

Chairperson Levine indicated the proposed location of the kiosk signs would serve future 

pedestrian traffic well. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy inquired if the Central Anoka County Regional Trail would be rerouted 

to run through the COR.  He asked Staff for a visual of the trail location.  He then asked if the 

sub-district boundaries would be redone.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained the trail was previous discussed by the 

Council and a revised map was included in the framework draft.  He noted the Mississippi 

skyway would tie into the proposed ramp and would be explored further with the Metropolitan 

Council.  He then reviewed the area of change within the sub-district boundaries with the 

Commission and discussed a more detailed map of the COR.  He noted the preferred alignment 
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of the regional trail was designated on the map to assist the City in gaining future dollars to assist 

with the realignment.   

 

Commissioner Van Scoy questioned where the trail would cross Highway 10. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill described the location with the Commission stating this 

would be a key connection.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to recommend that City 

Council adopt the proposed ordinance amending City Code Section 117-118, which includes the 

revised Design Framework and Master Sign Plan, redefining the sub-district boundaries between 

2A and 2B, along with revising the restaurant seating requirements. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Field, Brauer, and 

Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

6.05: Public Hearing: Consider Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 117, Article II, 

Division 8 (Signs) Related to Temporary, Construction, Real Estate, and Off-

Premise Signs 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 9:25 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report.  He requested the 

Commission consider an Ordinance amendment related to temporary, construction, real estate 

and off-premise signs.  The last major revision to the City’s Sign Code was completed in 2008.  

This revision was completed in response to a Minnesota Supreme Court ruling regarding a local 

Minnesota city’s ordinance and content-based regulation.  Since that time, the City has processed 

two (2) minor adjustments to the Sign Code.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the proposed recommendations noting it was 

Staff’s intention to provide a more flexible set of standards that better matches the community’s 

goals and objectives.   He further discussed the proposed revisions to the sign code with the 

Commission and recommended approval of the ordinance amendment. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Bauer, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Van Scoy, Bauer, Brauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 
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Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Brauer appreciated Staff’s concern in addressing the changing technology and 

how this would affect signage.   

 

Commissioner Van Scoy requested further information on construction signs.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained that construction signs were those signs 

posted at a construction site for safety purposes, along with announcing what would be locating 

at the site.  He indicated these signs were tied to a building permit and would be removed after 

construction was complete. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson commented that construction signs were 

temporary in nature. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to recommend that City 

Council adopt the ordinance amending City Code Chapter 117, Article II, Division 8 (Signs). 

 

Further discussion 

 

Commissioner Field asked if the Commission should consider real estate signs further prior to 

approving this motion.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated as the ordinance was drafted the City would not 

be restricting real estate signs.  The code would remain flexible on this issue.  He stated real 

estate signs were seen as temporary as well.   

 

Commissioner Field questioned if the City has had concerns with real estate signs in the past.  

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill did not recall any issues with real estate signs. 

 

Commissioner Field recommended a size limitation be placed on real estate signs, as there were 

limits on other types of signs in the City. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented the Commission would need to address 

both ground signs and wall signs, if this were to proceed.  He recommended real estate signs not 

exceed 32 square feet for residential and 64 square feet for commercial or 15% of a wall surface. 

 

Commissioner Brauer suggested the Commission consider this further to assure that real estate 

signs did not become a concern in the future.   
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Commissioner Field did not want real estate signs to become a nuisance for neighbors.  He 

indicated he did not have enough information to make a recommendation on this issue this 

evening.  He was in favor of creating different standards based on zoning districts. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy asked if the ordinance before the Commission this evening was the 

entire sign code.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented the amended subsections were before the 

Commission this evening and not the entire sign code.   

 

Commissioner Van Scoy inquired if real estate signs would require a sign permit. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained that real estate signs would not require a sign 

permit. 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy did not see the need to regulate real estate signs further as it was self-

regulated and not currently an issue.  

 

Commissioner Brauer withdrew his previous motion and requested language from Commissioner 

Field on the real estate signs be added into a new motion.   

 

Commissioner Field suggested residential real estate signs be no more than 32 square feet and 

commercial/industrial real estate signs be no more than 64 square feet for ground signs and 15% 

for wall signs.   

 

Motion amended by Commissioner Brauer, seconded by Commissioner Field, to recommend that 

City Council adopt the ordinance amending City Code Chapter 117, Article II, Division 8 

(Signs), allowing for residential real estate signs to be no more than 32 square feet, and that 

commercial/industrial real estate signs be no more than 64 square feet for ground signs or 15% of 

a wall surface. 

 

Further discussion 

 

Commissioner Van Scoy did not feel it was necessary to further regulate real estate signs. 

 

Commissioner Field was in favor of temporary dynamic display signs being over 35%. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Commissioners Brauer, Field, and Bauer.  Voting No:  

Chairperson Levine and Commissioner Van Scoy.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

6.06: Public Hearing (Continued): Consider Zoning Ordinance to Amend Chapter 117, 

Article II, Division 4, Subdivision II, IV and V by Consolidating into One 

Subdivision (Shorelands) 

 

Public Hearing 



 

Planning Commission/October 4, 2012 

Page 15 of 16 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 9:58 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report.  He noted this 

item addressed Shoreland districts in the City and was continued from last month’s meeting.  He 

indicated the City was waiting for responses from outside agencies.  He recommended the 

Commission continue the public hearing to allow for this to be further refined. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Van Scoy, Brauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 10:02 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Van Scoy, to continue this item to a 

future meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Van Scoy, Brauer, 

and Field.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

6.07: Staff Update 

 

The Staff Update was noted. 

 

6.08: Zoning Bulletins 

 

Zoning Bulletins were noted. 

 

7. COMMISSION / STAFF INPUT 

 

None. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Field, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to adjourn the meeting. 
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Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Field, Brauer, Bauer, and 

Van Scoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Perez and Schiller. 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 10:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Development Services Manager 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 

 

Drafted by Heidi Guenther 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, August 13, 2012, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise (arrived at 7:03 p.m.) 

 

Members Absent: Councilmember Randy Backous 

    

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

   Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 

   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

   Interim Engineer Shane Nelson 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 

 

None. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the following items 

on the Consent Agenda: 

 

4.01: Receive Cash and Investments for Period Ending July 31, 2012 

4.02: Receive June 2012 Financial Reports – General Fund and Enterprise Funds 
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4.03: Approve Licenses: 

Peddler / Solicitor 

Walters Recycling & Refuse, Inc., P.O. Box 67, Circle Pines, MN  55014 

Transient Merchant 

United Methodist Church of Anoka/Northern Lights Church, 850 South Street / 6701 Highway 

#10 NW; Anoka, MN 55303 / Ramsey, MN 55303 

Special Events 

City of Ramsey, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, MN  55303 

4.04: Approve the following City Council Meeting Minutes: 

1) Special City Council and City Council Work Session – June 5, 2012 

2) City Council Work Session – June 12, 2012 

3) Special City Council and City Council Work Session – June 19, 2012 

4) City Council Work Session and City Council Regular – June 26, 2012 

5) City Council Work Session and City Council Regular – July 10, 2012 

6) City Council Work Session and City Council Regular – July 24, 2012 

4.05: Request for Certificate of Completion at 14220 Basalt Street NW 

4.06: Clarify Motion Related to Waving Application and Escrow Fees Related to a Request for 

an Interim Use Permit 

4.07: Adopt Resolution #12-08-116 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of July 19, 2012, 

through August 8, 2012 

4.08: Adopt Resolution #12-08-117 to Accept Recycling Enhancement Grant Funds from 

Anoka County and to Amend the Agreement for Residential Recycling Program 

4.09: Report from the Public Works Committee Meeting dated July 17, 2012: 

1) Consider Traffic Control Change for Sunwood Drive / Sapphire Street Intersection – 

Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve Option #1, 

leave intersection as it is presently. 

2) Tree Removal at 16490 Uranium Street– Ratify the recommendation of the Public 

Works Committee to approve the use of Council Contingency Fund to contract with 

Olson Tree Service for tree removal and clean up at 16490 uranium Street in an 

amount not to exceed $3,300.00 

3) Review Overlay Project 11-05 (157
th

 Lane East of Ramsey Boulevard) - Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to accept Overlay Project 11-05, 

157
th

 Lane east of Ramsey Boulevard and let the warranty period expire, and direct 

staff to review the policy and propose alternate language. 

4) Review Resident’s Concerns with the Sunfish Lake Boulevard / CR116 Project – Item 

will be rescheduled to future Public Works meeting. 

5) Consider Purchase of AVL System for Public Works Fleet - Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve staff testing the AVL 

system from Precise MRM for 30 days on the sweeper, starting in October, with staff 

reporting on what did and did not work and whether its use resulted in staff 

efficiencies. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, McGlone, Strommen, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and Wise. 



 

City Council / August 13, 2012 

Page 4 of 8 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Mayor Ramsey to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Elvig, McGlone, and 

Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and Wise. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: City Improvement Project 12-20; Sunwood Drive Realignment – Consider Change 

Order #1  

 

Interim Engineer Nelson reviewed the staff report. 

 

Councilmember Wise arrived at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Strommen, to approve Change Order 

#1 in the amount of $19,237.60 for City Improvement Project #12-20; Sunwood Drive 

Realignment. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Strommen, Elvig, McGlone, 

Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Backous. 

 

Councilmember Wise stepped down from the Council dais at 7:05 p.m. 

7.02: Consider Preliminary Plat and Final Plat Approval of COR TWO; Case of the City 

of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report and answered questions of the 

Council, noting this has been reviewed and recommended for approval by the Planning 

Commission.  He indicated this preliminary plat is being presented by the Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to adopt Resolution #12-08-

118 Granting Preliminary Plat Approval of COR TWO; to adopt Resolution #12-08-119 

Granting Final Plat Approval of COR TWO contingent upon: Required Amendments as outlined 

in the Staff Review File dated July 27, 2012, revised August 9, 2012; and, Developer Entering 

into a Development Agreement with the City. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Elvig, Strommen, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and Wise. 
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7.03: Consider Site Plan Approval of Wiser Choice Liquor  

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Jeffrey Wise, 7901 165
th

 Avenue and owner of Wiser Choice Liquors, described the architectural 

elements of the proposed structure and indicated he is negotiating with three restaurant users.  He 

noted the proposal includes a large outdoor dining area. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to approve the Site Plan for 

Wiser Choice Liquors, contingent upon compliance with the Staff Review File dated July 27, 

2012, revised August 9, 2012. 

 

Further discussion:  The Council asked questions of staff related to the timing for consideration 

of the development agreement.  Development Manager Lazan noted the development agreement 

is between the HRA and City.  The Council agreed with the suggestion of City Attorney 

Goodrich to add a condition to make the development permit contingent upon execution of the 

development agreement. 

 

Mayor Ramsey amended the motion to add a condition to make the development permit 

contingent upon execution of the development agreement.  

 

Councilmember McGlone reaffirmed his second to the motion, as amended. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Elvig, Strommen, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and Wise. 

7.04: Introduce Ordinance to Vacate Drainage and Utility Easements and Right-of-Way 

for Sunwood Drive Within the COR TWO Subdivision located East of Armstrong 

Boulevard and South of Bunker Lake Boulevard; Case of the City of Ramsey 

Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to introduce an Ordinance 

vacating certain drainage and utility easements and right-of-way for Sunwood Drive within the 

COR TWO plat. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Elvig, Strommen, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and Wise. 

 

At the recommendation of City Attorney Goodrich, the Council agreed to reorder the agenda to 

next consider Item 7:06. 

7.06: Introduce Ordinance for the Sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3
rd

 Addition 
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City Attorney Goodrich and Development Manager Lazan reviewed the staff report and 

answered questions of the Council relating to height of signage. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Ramsey, to introduce an 

Ordinance providing for the sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3
rd

 Addition, Anoka County, 

Minnesota. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, McGlone, Strommen, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and Wise. 

 

Councilmember Wise returned to the Council dais at 7:26 p.m. 

7.05: Adopt Ordinance to Establish Game Fair Off-Street Parking Overlay District 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to waive the City Charter 

requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-12 Establishing the Game Fair 

Off-Street Parking Overlay District. 

 

A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 

 

Councilmember Strommen aye 

Councilmember Tossey aye 

Councilmember Backous absent 

Councilmember Wise  aye 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried. 

 

7.06: Introduce Ordinance for the Sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3
rd

 Addition 

 

This item was considered prior to Item 7:05. 

7.07: Consider Entering into a Purchase Agreement for the Property Located at 14590 

Armstrong Boulevard, Ramsey, Minnesota, known as Wiser Choice Liquors – 

Portions of this discussion may be closed to the public.  

 

Development Manager Lazan reviewed the staff report. 

 

Councilmember Wise recused himself due to a potential conflict of interest and left the Council 

Chambers at 7:28 p.m. 
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City Attorney Goodrich advised that under Minnesota Statutes, Section 13D.053(c), the meeting 

can move into closed session to discuss confidential or non-public appraisal data and acquisition 

negotiations.  He indicated closed session discussion will relate to property acquisitions of 

property located at 14590 Armstrong Boulevard known as Wiser Choice Liquors for right-of-

way purposes for future Highway 10/Armstrong Boulevard interchange and the Sunwood Drive 

Realignment Project.  The closed session will be tape recorded and that tape will be maintained 

for a period of eight years. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to move to closed 

session to discuss acquisition negotiations.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, McGlone, Strommen, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Backous and Wise. 

 

The City Council meeting moved into a closed session at 7:29 p.m.   

 

The City Council reconvened in open session at 7:54 p.m. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich stated the Council held discussion on the purchase and prefers to review 

the final purchase agreement prior to taking action. 

 

Councilmember Wise returned to the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

City Administrator Ulrich announced the Primary Election, upcoming meetings and events, and 

receipt of two grants.  Game Fair was announced and residents were reminded of the need to 

obtain a permit and training prior to use of ATVs or golf carts on City streets. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  
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ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, August 28, 2012, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 

Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Police Chief James Way  

   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 

   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 

   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

   Development Manager Darren Lazan  

   Interim Engineer Shane Nelson 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:02 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 

 

None. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Eric Zaetsch, 6521 154
th

 Avenue NW, read into the record a discovery request for a League of 

Minnesota Cities (LMC) opinion on potential conflict of interest by Councilmember McGlone.  



 

City Council / August 28, 2012 

Page 3 of 9 

Colin McGlone, 15890 St. Andrews Lane, addressing the City Council as a resident, responded 

to the comments of Mr. Zaetsch, and stated it is clear there is no conflict of interest no matter 

how often someone says there is.   

 

Mr. Zaetsch opined that Mr. McGlone’s comments border on defamation and requested a 

retraction. 

 

Councilmember Tossey stated he received an e-mail from Mr. Zaetsch and discussed the alleged 

conflict with City Attorney Goodrich who confirmed the stance of the LMC that there is no 

conflict of interest.  Councilmember Tossey stated he would like this allegation and those leveled 

at an EDA Commissioner resolved by hiring an independent counsel to provide an opinion. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to direct staff to hire 

independent counsel, with the costs split between the EDA and HRA budgets, to address the 

potential conflicts of interest that have been alleged.  

 

Councilmember McGlone stated his intention to not contribute to this discussion or vote on the 

motion. 

 

Further discussion:  The Council discussed its support to resolve the on-going allegations and 

asked staff to review the City’s conflict of interest policy and whether the City Council should 

fill out annual conflict disclosure forms to assure transparency.  City Attorney Goodrich advised 

he had talked with the Anoka County Attorney’s office and it declined to become involved but 

recommended the State Auditor be contacted.  City Attorney Goodrich indicated that is an 

option; however, he was unsure of the timeliness of that action.   

 

Amendment motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to direct 

staff to refer the potential conflict of interest allegations to the State Auditor’s Office. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Elvig, Backous, 

Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Abstain:  Councilmember McGlone. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the following 

items on the Consent Agenda as revised to remove Item 4.06: 

 

4.01: Receive July 2012 Financial Reports – General Fund and Enterprise Funds 

4.02: Note the following Board and Commission Meeting Minutes: 

1) Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated June 19, 2012 

2) Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated July 12, 2012 

3) Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes dated July 2, 2012 

4.03: Accept Resident Petition to Consider the Installation of a Stop Sign at 152
nd

 Lane and 

Helium Street 

4.04: Schedule Public Hearing to Consider Revoking a Conditional Use Permit for Motor 

Vehicle Sales at 8175 Riverdale Drive NW; Case of Quality RV 
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4.05: Approve License Applications: 

Temporary Liquor 

Ramsey Lions, P.O. Box 771, Anoka, MN  55303 

Transient Merchant 

Tyler Theisen, 1975 – 397
th

 Avenue NW, Stanchfield, MN  55080 

JWT Heavenly Springers, 5900 – 175
th

 Avenue SE, St. Cloud, MN  56304 

4.06: Consider Response to City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendments.  This item was 

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as Item 7.06. 

4.07: Adopt Resolution #12-08-120A Approving the City enter into an Easement 

Encroachment Agreement to allow Construction of a Ground Sign within a Drainage and 

Utility Easement at 14485 Azurite Street NW and Declaring Terms of Same; City of 

Wildlife Research Center 

4.08: Introduce Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 6 – Alcoholic Beverages, Article I, 

Sec 6-4 Consumption in Public Places 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #12-08-120 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of August 9, 2012 

through August 23, 2012 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #12-08-121 Authorizing Final Payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground 

LLC for IP 11-21 Armstrong/Bunker Inter and Ext. 

4.11: Adopt Resolution #12-08-122 Authorizing Final Payment to Dryden Excavating for IP 

12-24; 2012 Storm Sewer Improvements Division A  

4.12: Adopt Resolution #12-08-123 Authorizing Partial Payment to North Pine Aggregate for 

IP 12-20; Armstrong Boulevard & Sunwood Drive Realignment 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #12-08-124 Authorizing Partial Payment to Allied Blacktop Company 

for IP 12-00; 2012 Street Maintenance Program 

4.14: Adopt Resolution #12-08-125 Requesting Review of Minnesota Statutes Related to 

Permitted Residential Uses 

4.15: Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting dated August 14, 2012: 

1) Consider a Resolution to Hire a Police Technician – Ratify the recommendation of the 

Personnel Committee to adopt Resolution #12-08-126 to hire Ms. Jennifer Johnson as 

the City’s new part-time Police Technician at Step 1 of the wage scale (i.e., $17.57 

per hour) effective August 29, 2012. 

2) Consider a Resolution to Authorize a Patrol Officer Recruitment – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee to adopt Resolution #12-08-127 to 

authorize staff to begin a Patrol Officer recruitment. 

3) Consider a Resolution to Re-authorize a Leave of Absence (Portions of meeting were 

closed to the public) – Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to 

adopt Resolution #12-08-128 to re-authorize a City employee’s leave of absence for 

four months (September, October, November and December).  If additional leave is 

required beyond December, the Personnel Committee will readdress the issue. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
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Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

- None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Consider Award for Bid for City Project #12-23; SAP 199-107-009 Alpine Drive 

Reconstruction 

 

Interim Engineer Nelson presented the three bids received and recommended awarding bid to 

North Valley.  It was noted the funding source is TIF 4. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to award the bid to North 

Valley with a base bid of $229,950.54 and the bituminous sidewalk add alternate bid of 

$42,770.77 for City Project #12-23; SAP 199-107-009. 

 

Further discussion: The Council asked staff to track its experience with contractors, noting there 

are considerations beyond the low bid.  Staff was informed of constituent complaints relating to 

deterioration at Skate Park and potential for hazard. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Backous, Elvig, 

McGlone, Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.02: Managing the Deer Population in the City of Ramsey  

 

Police Chief Way reviewed the staff report and answered questions of the Council. 

 

The Council acknowledged that while it received resident complaints about deer intrusion, the 

current system was working well.  It was mentioned that some residents may not realize they can 

obtain a permit to hunt deer on their property or open their property for another hunter to do so.   

 

Police Chief Way stated the City currently has a pool of screened hunters and described the 

application process.  He advised that turkeys fall under the same regulations and the DNR 

supports the City allowing some hunting, as long as it occurs during the appropriate hunting 

season.   

 

Following discussion, the consensus of the Council was to continue the current system, since it 

was working well, and directed staff to promote the program on the City’s website and 

newsletter. 
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7.03: Adopt Ordinance to Vacate Drainage and utility Easement and Right-of-Way for 

Sunwood Drive within the COR TWO Subdivision located East of Armstrong 

Boulevard and South of Bunker Lake Boulevard; Case of the City of Ramsey 

Housing and Redevelopment Authority  

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to waive the City Charter 

requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-14 Vacating Certain Drainage 

and Utility Easements and Right-of-Way for Sunwood Drive within the COR TWO plat. 

 

A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 

 

Councilmember Backous aye 

Councilmember Wise  abstain 

Councilmember Strommen aye 

Councilmember Tossey aye 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried. 

7.04: Adopt Ordinance for the Sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3
rd

 Addition  

 

City Attorney Goodrich reviewed the staff report. 

 

Development Manager Lazan answered questions of the Council and advised this is the 

resolution for the right-of-way vacation.  

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to waive the requirement of the 

City Charter to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-13 Providing for the Sale of 

Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3
rd

 Addition, Anoka County, Minnesota. 

 

A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 

 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Tossey aye 

Councilmember Strommen aye 

Councilmember Wise  aye 

Councilmember Backous aye 

Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried.   
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7.05: Consider Entering into a Purchase Agreement for the Property Located at 14590 

Armstrong Boulevard, Ramsey, Minnesota known as Wiser Choice Liquors – 

(Portion of this discussion was closed to the public)  

 

Councilmember Wise recused himself due to a potential conflict of interest and left the Council 

Chambers at 7:40 p.m. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich advised that under Minnesota Statutes the meeting can move into closed 

session to discuss acquisition negotiations.  He indicated closed session discussion will relate to 

property acquisition of property located at 14590 Armstrong Boulevard currently occupied by 

Wiser Choice Liquors for right-of-way purposes and future development.  The closed session 

will be tape recorded and that tape will be maintained for a period of eight years. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to move to closed session to 

discuss acquisition negotiations.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Wise. 

 

The City Council meeting moved into a closed session at 7:41 p.m.   

 

The City Council reconvened in open session at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Councilmember Wise returned to the Council Chambers and remained seated in the audience. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich stated the Council held discussion in closed session of 14590 Armstrong 

Boulevard currently occupied by Wiser Choice Liquor. He stated the City had two appraisals 

conducted by independent appraisers and both concluded a property value of $940,000.  Since 

the City is making the purchase, it is obligated to purchase trade fixtures, appraisal at $80,160 

and obligated to offer business relocation, which an expert estimated at $90,000.  The relocation 

costs will be finally arrived on after decisions are made on the exact relocation size.  This 

purchase comes to $1,110,160.  City Attorney Goodrich stated the Council, in closed session, 

authorized this purchase under those terms and confirmed it would not vary from the trade 

fixture appraisal and would follow industry standards for business relocation.  It also discussed 

the existing pylon sign and determined that anyone, including the current property owner, can 

acquire it at auction.   

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to approve the purchase 

agreement as presented subject to the City Attorney making amendments as to legal form. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, Backous, Elvig, 

McGlone, and Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Wise. 

 

Councilmember Wise returned to the Council dais at 8:10 p.m. 
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7.06: Consider Response to City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report and three amendments 

proposed to the City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan. 

 

The Council confirmed its support to collaborate with the City of Anoka to assure 

development/redevelopment does not impact the ability to make improvements and upgrades to 

Highway 47 and the transportation system in general.   

 

The consensus of the Council was to refer the proposed amendments to the City of Anoka 

Comprehensive Plan to the next Work Session for further discussion. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

The Council acknowledged receipt of Highway 10 traffic and crash statistics.  Councilmember 

Tossey stated his intent to submit an editorial relating to that data, noting the City has purchased 

land to accommodate upgrades of Highway 10 and Armstrong Boulevard.   

 

City Administrator Ulrich announced upcoming meetings, events, and ongoing projects.  He 

advised of the opportunity, in conjunction with the rail project, to relocate the historic City Hall 

building, which had been estimated at $27,000 seven to eight years ago.  It was noted that if 

relocated, it would open a site for development. 

 

The Council discussed options for relocation of this structure, noting its historic significance 

would no longer exist once moved.   

 

Councilmember Wise stated he did not support any expenditure to relocate the old City Hall 

because it had no historic significance. 

 

The majority consensus of the Council was to direct staff to further explore options to relocate 

the old City Hall subject to the foundation accommodating the pump/equipment so the entire 

building could be repurposed. 

 

Interim Engineer Nelson provided an update on road projects. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, September 11, 2012, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 

Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Police Chief James Way  

   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 

   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 

   City Clerk Jo Ann Thieling 

   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

   Development Manager Daren Lazan 

   Interim Engineer Shane Nelson 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 

 

To accommodate the Fire Chief’s schedule, Mayor Ramsey reordered the agenda to first consider 

Item 2:02. 

 

2.02: Presentation / Recognition by Fire Chief Kapler to Fire Fighters Jackie Edwards 

and Tim Flickinger 
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Fire Chief Kapler introduced Probationary Fire Fighters Jackie Edwards and Tim Flickinger and 

recommended both be released from probation and begin service as unrestricted Fire Fighters. 

 

Mayor Ramsey presented Fire Fighter Edwards and Fire Fighter Flickinger with their pin and 

stated his appreciation to both for the service they will provide to the City of Ramsey 

 

2.01: Presentation / Recognition by Police Chief Way to Retiring Patrol Officer James 

Singewald  

 

Mayor Ramsey described the 26.6 years of service by Patrol Officer James Singewald. 

 

Patrol Officer Singewald thanked his wife, son, friends, fellow officers, and City for their 

support.  He encouraged fellow officers to maintain being safe, for going home to their families 

each night, and successfully reaching retirement. 

 

Mayor Ramsey introduced his nephew and thanked Officer Singewald for saving his life a 

couple years ago. 

 

2.02: Presentation / Recognition by Fire Chief Kapler to Fire Fighters Jackie Edwards 

and Tim Flickinger  

 

This item was considered prior to Item 2.01. 

 

2.03: Resolution Proclaiming September 17 – 23, 2012, as Constitution Week 

 

Mayor Ramsey read in full a resolution proclaiming September 17-23, 2012, as Constitution 

Week.  It was acknowledged that the signed proclamation will be mailed to the Daughters of the 

American Revolution. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the 

following items on the Consent Agenda as revised to remove Item 4:03: 

 

4.01: Approval for Exemption for a Gambling License for the Knights of Columbus Council 

#14984 to Conduct Bingo at the Church of St. Katharine Drexel on November 3, 2012, 

January 26, 2013, and April 20, 2013 

4.02: Approve License Applications; 

Temporary Liquor 

Church of St. Katharine Drexel, 7101 – 143
rd

 Avenue NW, Suite G, Ramsey, MN  55303 

Special Events 

Northern Lights Church / United Methodist Church of Anoka 
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830 South Street / 6701 Highway #10 NW 

Anoka, MN  55303 / Ramsey, MN 55303 

Solicitor 

LePage and Sons, 3118 – 162
nd

 Lane NW, Suite B, Andover, MN  55304 

4.03: Consider Extension to Site Plan Approval for Legacy Christian Academy; Case of 

Hageman Holdings, LLC  This item was removed from the agenda upon adoption. 

4.04: Adopt Resolution #12-09-129 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of August 24, 2012 

through September 6, 2012 

4.05: Adopt Resolution #12-09-130 Proclaiming September 17-23, 2012, as Constitution Week 

4.06: Adopt Resolution #12-09-131 Declaring Costs to be Assessed and Calling for a Public 

Hearing on Proposed Assessment for Past-Due Charges on Municipal Utility Bills (which 

may include water, sewer, street lighting, recycling, storm water charges, and penalties 

incurred) and Current Services Rendered 

4.07: Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting dated August 28, 2012: 

1) Consider a Resolution Ending the Probation of Paid-On-Call Firefighters – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee to adopt Resolution #12-09-132, 

removing Jackie Edwards and Timothy Flickinger from probation and retain them as 

paid on-call firefighters. 

2) Consider a Resolution to Enter Into a Memorandum of Understanding (M.O.U.) with 

AFSCME – Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to adopt 

Resolution #12-09-133, authorizing the Memorandum of Understanding (M.O.U.) in 

order to meet the coverage requirements and other responsibilities associated with 

the care and oversight of the Municipal Center until the full-time Building 

Maintenance Worker returns from his medical leave. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the agenda as 

revised to add Case 7.06: Report from Personnel Committee to take action on the IT case 

presented earlier this evening.  

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

- None. 
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7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Request for Special Events Permit for Live Music at 9536 Highway #10 NW, 

Ramsey 

 

Police Chief Way reviewed the staff report and answered questions of the Council. 

 

The Council discussed the special events permit request and expressed a willingness to consider 

contingent approval. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the Special Events 

Permit request of Mr. Chris Berry at 9539 Highway #10 NW, and to approve allowing the bands 

to play until midnight with the sound volume turned down at 11 p.m., contingent on the applicant 

working with staff to resolve all issues, conformance to City’s rules that would apply to any 

special event, and payment of escrow to cover the cost of a police officer. 

 

Further discussion: In response to questions of the Council, Police Chief Way displayed a map of 

the subject site and identified the one entrance point on Highway 10 and locations for parking.  

The Council further discussed the outstanding issues that remained to be resolved prior to the 

event taking place.  It was noted that a police officer will be at the event, which alleviates some 

concern related to safety.  The Council agreed that the applicant will need to provide the City 

with a certificate of insurance or hold harmless statement.  The Council authorized staff to not 

grant the Special Events Permit if all requirements are not met.  The public was encouraged to 

time Special Events Permit application to assure the City has adequate time to process the 

applicant and vet all issues. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.02: Adopt an Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 6 – Alcoholic Beverages, Article 

I, Section 6-4, Consumption in Public Places 

 

Police Chief Way reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to waive the requirement of the 

City Charter to read the Ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #12-15 providing for adoption of 

an Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 6 – Alcoholic Beverages, Article I, Section 6-4 

consumption in Public Places. 

 

A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 

 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Tossey aye 

Councilmember Strommen aye 

Councilmember Wise  aye 

Councilmember Backous aye 
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Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried. 

7.03: Adopt Resolution Approving Proposed 2013 EDA Levy  

 

EDA Chair Chris Riley presented the EDA recommendation that its levy remain the same as 

2012, a zero increase.  This recommendation is based on fact that in the prior two years, its levy 

was decreased 42% and the EDA had spent down 50% of the fund balance in 2012.   

 

Finance Director Lund presented the 2013 EDA Levy and answered questions of the Council.   

 

The Council discussed the EDA levy and asked questions of staff relating to job responsibilities 

of the staff person proposed to be hired. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich stated the budget includes the hiring of an Economic Development 

Manager to focus on business prospecting, recruitment, and retention throughout Ramsey, not 

only in The COR. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to Adopt Resolution 

#12-09-134 Approving the Proposed Preliminary EDA Levy for Payable 2013 in the Amount of 

$104,466. 

 

Further discussion: The Council discussed the EDA levy of $104,466, noting it would provide 

the same level of working capital in addition to add staffing to complete its work plan and further 

economic development.  It was also noted that the EDA has significant fund balances and owns 

property worth at least $600,000. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.04: Adopt Resolution Approving Proposed 2013 Payable Tax Levy  

 

Finance Director Lund presented the proposed 2013 Payable Tax Levy and answered questions 

of the Council. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to Adopt Resolution #12-09-135 

Approving the Proposed 2012, Payable 2013, Tax Levy. 

 

Further discussion: In response to the Council’s questions, Development Services Manager 

Gladhill stated staff used a conservative estimate in forecasting permit revenue, an average of the 

past few years.  With regard to engineering services, City Administrator Ulrich stated the budget 

contains hiring a City Engineer and Engineering Technician to generate charge back revenues; 

however, if the City Engineer is not hired for several months, it may impact the amount that can 
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be gained in revenue on project review.  He noted project costs will be charged back to the 

appropriate project and staff will prepare staffing and revenue projections. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7.05: Review and Adopt Proposed 2013 General Fund Budget  

 

Finance Director Lund presented the 2013 General Fund Budget and answered questions of the 

Council relating to funding sources for road reconstruction projects. 

 

The Council acknowledged that while it had already discussed the options of franchise fees, 

assessments, and other revenue sources, the need remained to find long-term funding for road 

construction because it is a long-term need. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to Adopt Resolution 

#12-09-136 Adopting the Proposed 2013 General Fund Budget. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Tossey, Backous, Elvig, 

McGlone, and Strommen.  Voting No: None. 

 

Councilmember Elvig left the Council Chambers at 8:11 p.m. 

7.06: Report from Personnel Committee 

 

Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher presented the recommendation of the Personnel 

Committee from earlier this evening for the case relating to the IT position. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to Adopt Resolution 

#12-09-137 confirming the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to accept the IT 

Manager’s resignation and authorize staff to rehire the previous IT Intern Jason Fredrickson as a 

temporary employee at $16.25/hour; authorize a recruitment for an IT Specialist at Step 1 of the 

wage scale which is $20.50 per hour; backfill the immediate higher level tasks with LOGIS at 

24-hours per month or on an as-needed basis; and, utilize Support Services Captain Jeff Katers 

for unexpected/high priority needs. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Tossey, McGlone, Backous, 

Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig. 

 

Councilmember Elvig retuned to the Council Chambers at 8:13 p.m. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

City Administrator Ulrich announced upcoming meetings and events. 
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Following discussion, the Council reached consensus to allow staff to sell the unused bonfire 

wood from Happy Days and donate proceeds to Youth First. 

 

The Council thanked staff and the Happy Days Committee for the successful event. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, September 25, 2012, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 

   Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 

   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 

   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

   Development Manager Darren Lazan 

Interim Engineer Ron Wagner 

   Interim Engineer Shane Nelson 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 

2.01: Proclamation Declaring October 2012 Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 

Mayor Ramsey read in full a proclamation declaring October 2012 as Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Kay McCulley, 14431 Wolfram Street NW, speaking as a member of the League of Women 

Voters, announced that the candidate forum for October 10, 2012, has been cancelled.  
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4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the following items 

on the Consent Agenda as revise to remove Item 4:05: 

 

4.01: Receive Cash & Investments for Period Ending August 31, 2012 

4.02: Receive plans and specifications and authorization for bid City Project #12-28 Rum River 

Hills Storm Sewer Improvements. 

4.03: Report from Personnel Committee – Meting Date: September 11, 2012 

1) Consider a Resolution to extend the current City Engineer contract and authorize a 

postponed subsequent retirement – Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel 

Committee to adopt Resolution #12-09-138 to Extend the Current City Engineer 

Contract for up to an Additional Six Months and Authorize a Postponed Subsequent 

Recruitment in January or February, 2013. 

2) Consider a Resolution to accept the IT Manager’s resignation, to authorize staff to 

rehire the previous IT Intern, followed by an IT Recruitment.  No action necessary; 

this case was acted upon and approved at the regular Council meeting on September 

11, 2012. 

4.04: Approve License: 

Motor Vehicle  

Joe Davis Auto Repair, 7060 – 143
rd

 Avenue NW, Ramsey, MN  55303 

4.05: 2012 City of Ramsey Happy Days Re-Cap  This item was removed from the Consent 

Agenda and considered as Item 7.02. 

4.06: Approve the Demolition of Buildings Located on 8020 147
th

 Avenue NW; plus site 

cleanup and to award contract for services to Sauter and Sons Excavating 

4.07: Authorize Request for Proposals for Analysis of a Full Service, Year Round Recycling 

Drop-Off Center and Non-Site Specific Plan Development 

4.08: Introduce Ordinance to Vacate a Portion of Drainage and Utility Easement on 8250 163
rd

 

Avenue NW; Case of William Nemec and Shari Monchamp 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #12-09-139 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of September 7 

2012, through September 19, 2012 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #12-09-140 Proclaiming October 2012 Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month 

4.11: Adopt Resolution #12-09-141 Authorizing Partial Payment to North Pine Aggregate for 

IP 12-20 CSAH 83 (Armstrong Boulevard) – Sunwood Drive 

4.12: Adopt Resolution #12-09-142 Authorizing Partial Payment to Knutson Construction for 

IP 10-22 Parking Ramp, Phase II 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #12-09-143 Authorizing Partial Payment to Allied Blacktop Company 

for IP 12-00; 2012 Street Maintenance Program 

4.14: Adopt Resolution #12-09-144 Approving the Terms of the Interfund Loan in Connection 

with TIF District #14 (Funding for Armstrong/Sunwood Drive Realignment) 

4.15: Adopt Resolution #12-09-145 Accepting Cash Donation of Earnings from J. Todd 

Embury, Election Worker to be Applied to the Park Improvement Trust Fund as 

Prescribed by Donor 
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4.16: Adopt Resolution #12-09-146 Adopting Findings of Fact #0905 and Adopt Resolution 

#12-09-147 Approving Request for an Interim Use Permit to Allow for the Operation of a 

Church in the B-1 Business District on the Property Located at 5900 167
th

 Avenue NW; 

Case of Rum River Retail Ventures, LLC 

4.17: Adopt Resolution #12-09-148 Adopting Comprehensive Plan Amendment; and Introduce 

an Ordinance to Amend City Zoning in the Windsorwood Subdivision Related to the 

City-Owned Lands Project 

4.18: Report from the Finance Committee – Meeting Date:  September 11, 2012: 

1) Authorize Request for Proposals for Banking Services – Ratify the recommendation 

of the Finance Committee to submit an RFP for banking services to Bank of the West, 

Landmark Bank, US Bank, and Village Bank with the understanding that banking 

services would begin January 1, 2013, if there is a change from the current bank 

vendor (Village Bank). 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to approve the 

agenda as presented. 

 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, McGlone, Elvig, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing and Levy of Assessments for Past-Due Charges on Municipal Utility 

Bills and Current Services Rendered 

 

Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:07 p.m. in order to 

conduct a public hearing. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Finance Director Lund reviewed the staff report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

There was none. 
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Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Council Business 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Mayor Ramsey to adopt Resolution #12-09-148A 

adopting assessments for past-due charges on Municipal Utility Bills (which may include water, 

sewer, street lighting, recycling, storm water charges and penalties incurred) and current services 

rendered. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey and Wise.  Voting No:  None. 

 

Finance Director Lund advised of the dates for payment and timing for certification to Anoka 

County. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Acknowledge Award of Two Trail Grants  

 

Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reviewed the staff report and 

briefed the community on the City’s success in trail development during the last twelve months.  

He presented a $100,000 check from the Mn/DNR to the City of Ramsey for the Central Park to 

Alpine Drive trail.  It was noted the funding for this program is from the Environmental and 

Natural Resource Trust Fund and lawful gambling (lottery) dollars.  Parks and Assistant Public 

Works Superintendent Riverblood completed presentation of trail development. 

 

Metropolitan Council Representative Reynoso commented on the City’s successful partnerships 

and vision.  He presented a $1,120,000 check from the Metropolitan Council Transportation 

Advisory Board to the City of Ramsey to construct three miles of the Mississippi River Trail. 

 

Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated it speaks to the collaboration 

within the region and announced that Anoka County Parks, as part of this application, would take 

down the local match for this grant, resulting in $300,000 of additional improvements to 

Mississippi West Park.  Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood then 

addressed future projects including the Mississippi Skyway and other a regional improvements. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to acknowledge 

and accept the award of two trail grants and authorize staff to begin project development. 
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Further discussion: The Council acknowledged and thanked Parks and Assistant Public Works 

Superintendent Riverblood for his impressive work and success in securing grant funds for the 

City’s recreational facilities.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, Elvig, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

7.02: 2012 City of Ramsey Happy Days Re-Cap  

 

City Administrator Ulrich thanked Management Analyst Brama for his leadership that 

contributed to the success of the Happy Days event. 

 

Management Analyst Brama provided an update of the Happy Days event.  He thanked sponsors, 

partners, the Happy Days Committee, Council, City staff, and all who contributed. 

 

The Council and audience offered a round of applause to express their appreciation. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

City Administrator Ulrich and the Council announced upcoming meetings and events. 

 

Interim Engineer Nelson reported on the Sunwood Drive project. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich indicated the Fire Department responded to a fire incident in Nowthen, 

during which a person’s life was saved. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 
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______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, October 9, 2012, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous 

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: Councilmember Jason Tossey 

 

Also Present:  Deputy City Administrator/Finance Director Diana Lund 

   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 

Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

   Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

   Interim Engineer Shane Nelson 

Development Manager Darren Lazan 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 

 

None. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Mark Shatza and Adam Rinowski, Boy Scout Troop 204, introduced themselves and explained 

they were attending as part of the Communications Merit Badge, an Eagle Scout requirement. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the 

following items on the Consent Agenda as revised to remove Items 4:08, 4:10, 4:12, and 4.13: 
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4.01: Receive August 2012 Financial Reports – General Fund and Enterprise Funds 

4.02: Receive Building Permit Revenue Report for September 2012 

4.03: Note the Following Board and Commission Meeting Minutes: 

 1)  Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated August 2, 2012 

 2)  Economic Development Authority Meeting Minutes dated August 2, 2012 

 3)  Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes dated August 6, 2012 

4.04: Approve the following Meeting Minutes: 

1) City Council Work Session  – August 13, 2012 

2) City Council Regular – August 13, 2012 

3) City Council Work Session – August 28, 2012 

4) City Council Regular – August 28, 2012 

5) City Council Work Session – September 4, 2012 

6) City Council Work Session – September 11, 2012 

7) City Council Regular – September 11, 2012 

8) City Council Work Session – September 25, 2012 

9) City Council Regular – September 25, 2012 

4:05: Approve Request to Declare Surplus Property 

4.06: Approve Termination Agreement with First Transit, Inc. for Ramsey Star Express 

4.07: Approve Change Order #3 for Sunwood Drive Project 

4.08: Approve Connexus Proposal – Sunwood Drive Project This item was removed from the 

Consent Agenda. 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #12-10-149 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of September 20, 

2012, through October 4, 2012 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #12-10-XXX for the Transfer of Funds to the Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority (HRA) Fund to Carry out the Goals of the Redevelopment Plan 

of 2007  This item was removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as Case 7.01.a. 

4.11: Adopt Resolution #12-10-150 Authorizing Acceptance of the Office of the State 

Auditor’s Finding 

4.12: Adopt Resolution #12-10-XXX Requesting that Anoka County Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority (HRA) Allocate $236,000 of its 2013 Levy toward The COR 

Development Project in the City of Ramsey and Adopt Resolution #12-10-XXX 

Declaring the City of Ramsey Support of Anoka County and its County-wide Economic 

Development Objectives and Activities  This item was removed from the Consent 

Agenda and considered as Case 7.03. 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #12-10-XXX Identifying the Terms of Sale of Outlot A Ramsey Town 

Center 3
rd

 Addition  This item was removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as 

Case 7.01.b. 

4.14: Report from the Public Works Committee Meeting dated September 18, 2012: 

1) Review Resident’s Concerns with the Sunfish Lake Boulevard / CR 116 Project – 

Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to follow the guidelines of 

the Anoka County Highway Department and direct staff to call resident Jessie Diaz 

several months after project completion to learn whether cut through traffic is still a 

concern. 

2) Consider Stop Sign Request for 145
th

 Lane and Tungsten Way – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to accept staff’s recommendation to 
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install a four-way stop at 145
th

 Lane and Tungsten Way because of the limited sight 

distance caused by the grade differential at that intersection. 

3) Consider Stop Sign Request at 152
nd

 Lane and Helium Street – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to accept staff recommendation to 

not install stop signs at the intersection of 152
nd

 Lane and Helium Street because it 

does not meet the warrants outlined in the manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices (MUTCD), traffic volumes are low, and visibility is satisfactory on all three 

legs. 

4) Consider Sight Triangle Concerns at Alpine Drive and Puma Street – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to authorize entering into 

negotiations with the landowner for necessary easements to lower the boulevard 

south of Alpine Drive and west of Puma Street to provide better sight distance. 

5) Crosswalk Request for Zirconium Street and Alpine Drive – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to direct staff to further research 

and make recommendation on the installation of a crosswalk near the Zirconium 

Street and Alpine Drive intersection. 

6) Consider Retention Pond Improvements Near 5430 149
th

 Lane – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to authorize staff to work with the 

property owners to remove selected trees adjacent to the pond near 5430 149
th

 Lane 

for ease of future maintenance and to leave the pond configuration as is. 

7) Consider Storm Water Improvements at Rum River Hills Golf Course – A 

continuation of discussion related to 2011 flooding concerns – This item was brought 

forward as a separate case at the September 25, 2012, City Council meeting. 

8) Sunwood Drive Project – Supplemental Agreement #1, Change Order #2 and 

Connexus Relocation Charges  – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works 

Committee to approve Supplemental Agreement #1 for a trail width of ten feet, to 

extend the curb to the south 126 feet to prevent runoff from Armstrong Boulevard 

from sheet flowing onto the proposed parking area in the COR TWO, estimated at 

$5,001, and to direct City Administrator Ulrich to have all parties in the room at one 

time and negotiate a settlement for City Council consideration. 

9) Review of Miscellaneous Storm Water Appurtenances in the Vicinity of Lake 

Ramsey  – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to declare 

storm water appurtenances in the vicinity of Lake Ramsey to be surplus property, to 

ask Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood to provide a 

recommendation on potential park use, and to dispose of all items that have no future 

use so as not to be a concern for future development. 

10) Follow-up Information on Radar Speed Signs  – Ratify the recommendation of the 

Public Works Committee to approve the purchase of two SP 100 signs with solar 

panel and 3-cell battery backup. 

11) Sunwood Drive Traffic Control Plan  – Ratify the recommendation of the Public 

Works Committee to keep Zeolite open as long as possible. 

4.15: Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting dated September 25, 2012: 

1) Consider a Resolution to Hire Paid-on-call Firefighters – Ratify the recommendation 

of the Personnel Committee to adopt Resolution #12-10-151 to hire Jeff Erickson, 

Alex Merritt, Mike Nelson, Adam Schrag, and Scott Widstrom as Paid-on-call 

Firefighters at $12.88 per hour effective October 10, 2012. 
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4.16: Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting dated October 2, 2012: 

1) Consider a Resolution to Hire an IT Specialist – Ratify the recommendation of the 

Personnel Committee to adopt Resolution #12-10-152 to hire Jason Fredrickson as 

the regular IT Specialist at $20.50 per hour as of October 10, 2012 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Tossey.  

5. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to approve the agenda 

as presented.  

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Wise, Elvig, McGlone, 

and Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Tossey.  

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing to Consider Adopting Ordinance to Vacate a Portion of Drainage 

and Utility Easement on 8250 163
rd

 Avenue NW; Case of William Nemec and Shari 

Monchamp 

 

Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:05 p.m. in order to 

conduct a public hearing. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

There was none. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Wise, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Wise, Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

and Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Tossey.  

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Council Business 
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Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to waive the Charter 

requirement to read the ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance 12-16 to Vacate a Portion of 

Drainage and Utility Easement on 8250 163
rd

 Avenue NW as shown on the exhibit. 

 

A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 

 

Councilmember Wise  aye 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Councilmember Strommen aye 

Councilmember Backous aye 

Councilmember Tossey absent 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried. 

6.02: Public Hearing to Consider Extension or Revocation of a Conditional Use Permit 

for Motor Vehicle Sales at 8175 Riverdale Drive NW; Case of Quality RV  

 

Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:09 p.m. in order to 

conduct a public hearing. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson  reviewed the staff report and 

recommendation to continue the public hearing to October 23, 2012, to allow time for 

consideration of the grading and drainage plans by the Lower Rum River Water Management 

Organization. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

There was none. 

 

Council Business 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to continue the public 

hearing to October 23, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 

and Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Tossey.   
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7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Change Purchase Entities for Property at 14590 Armstrong Boulevard NW (Wiser 

Choice Liquors) 

 

Councilmember Wise recused himself due to a potential conflict of interest and left the Council 

Chambers at 7:12 p.m. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich reviewed the staff report and stated the rationale for removing Cases 

4:10, and 4:13 from the Consent Agenda because those cases deal with transfer of funds for the 

purchase of 14590 Armstrong Boulevard NW (Wiser Choice Liquors) and terms for the sale of 

Outlot A.  He stated it is staff’s recommendation that the funds be transferred from the City to 

the HRA to allow the ability to purchase the Wiser Choice Liquor property and that Outlot A be 

transferred to Sophia Ramsey, LLC, in exchange for loss of an access. 

 

Councilmember Strommen asked how State law prohibition on this purchase had not come to 

light until this late date, noting the Council had been working on negotiations over a period of 

months and went through the process of adopting a resolution to address how to mitigate 

conflicts with interest. 

 

City Attorney Goodrich described the timing of this consideration that began with the HRA and 

was then transferred to the City.  He explained he discovered the Statute states it is for “goods 

and services” but real estate is excepted.  City Attorney Goodrich advised the HRA has the 

authority to purchase properties for redevelopment and for utilities and infrastructure to enhance 

development.  It was noted that part of the Wiser Choice Liquors property will be used for right-

of-way for the Sunwood Drive improvement project and future Armstrong Boulevard/Highway 

10 project and some parts may be joined to others for redevelopment. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to affirm that because of State 

law restrictions, the City will not purchase from M&W Holdings, LLC the real property located 

at 14590 Armstrong Boulevard, and legally described as Lot 2, Block 1, Hauser Addition, Anoka 

County, Minnesota. 

 

Further discussion:  The Council discussed its support for the motion and intention to discuss 

during the HRA meeting whether the purchase results in subverting the spirit of the law.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, and 

Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmembers Tossey and Wise. 

7.01.a: Adopt Resolution for the Transfer of Funds to the Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority (HRA) Fund to Carry out the Goals of the Redevelopment Plan of 2007  

 

City Attorney Goodrich recommended action, if taken, be subject to the HRA approving 

purchase of this property.  If not approved, the funds would not be transferred. 
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Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to Adopt Resolution #12-10-

153 Authorizing the Transfer of Funds to the Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) to 

be used for the Purchase of Wiser Choice Liquor as Outlined in the Redevelopment Plan of 

2007, subject to the HRA approving purchase of this property. 

 

Further discussion:  Councilmember Strommen stated her intention to not support the motion to 

transfer City funds to the HRA specifically for purchase of property owned by a City 

Councilmember.  Deputy City Administrator/Finance Director Lund indicated Bond Counsel 

addressed the issue of transferring these funds to the HRA and advised that as long as it is public 

funds and part of the Redevelopment Plan, it meets all qualifications needed.  Bond Counsel 

Bray advised the law allows the HRA to do certain things that it does not allow the City Council 

to do and there is no prohibition on transfer of funds.  If approved, the HRA would be using its 

statutory powers to accomplish something the City Council does not have the statutory power to 

accomplish. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, and Elvig.  

Voting No: Councilmember Strommen.  Absent:  Councilmembers Tossey and Wise. 

7.01.b: Adopt Resolution Identifying the Terms of Sale of Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 

3
rd

 Addition 

 

Attorney Goodrich reviewed the staff report, noting Outlot A would be transferred to Sophia 

Ramsey, LLC in consideration of a lost access as a result of the platting and Sunwood Drive 

realignment.  

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Elvig, to Adopt Resolution 

#12-10-154 Approving the Terms and Conditions of Sale for Outlot A, Ramsey Town Center 3
rd

 

Addition, Anoka County, Minnesota. 

  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, and 

Strommen.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Tossey and Wise. 

 

Councilmember Wise returned to the Council dais at 7:36 p.m. 

7.02: Adopt an Ordinance to Amend the Official Zoning Map for Lot 9, Block 2, 

WINDSORWOOD, Related to the City-Owned Lands Project  

 

Management Analyst Brama reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to waive the Charter 

requirement to read the ordinance aloud and Adopt Ordinance 12-17, an Amendment to Chapter 

117, which is known as the Zoning and Subdivisions Chapter of the City Code of Ramsey, 

Minnesota, amending the Official Map. 

 

Councilmember Backous aye 

Councilmember Wise  aye 
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Councilmember Elvig  aye 

Councilmember McGlone aye 

Councilmember Tossey absent 

Councilmember Strommen aye 

Mayor Ramsey  aye 

 

Motion carried. 

 

7.03: Adopt Resolution Requesting that Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority (HRA) Allocate $236,000 of its 2013 Levy toward The COR Development 

Project in the City of Ramsey and Adopt Resolution Declaring the City of Ramsey 

Support of Anoka County and its County-wide Economic Development Objectives 

and Activities 

 

Management Analyst Brama reviewed the staff report. 

 

Councilmember McGlone stated he had opposed this option at the EDA level and sees no reason 

to enter into a five-year contract with Anoka County.  He preferred to leave the funds, which had 

been levied against Ramsey’s residents and if approved, to opt out at the first opportunity. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember Strommen, to Adopt the Resolution 

Requesting that Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) Allocate 

$236,000 of its 2013 Levy toward The COR Development Project in the City of Ramsey and 

Adopt the Resolution Declaring the City of Ramsey Support of Anoka County and its County-

wide Economic Development Objectives and Activities. 

 

Further discussion:  Mayor Ramsey noted the current HRA levy was quite high so the City 

Council agreed to lower the levy and ask Anoka County HRA for funds it had levied from 

Ramsey residents for projects.  Councilmember Elvig stated he does not support this action and 

had voted to lower the HRA levy because he wanted the HRA to spend less.  Councilmember 

Backous agreed that the HRA levy was too high and the intention was to reduce HRA spending.  

He stated his intention to oppose the motion because he felt these funds should be used on 

housing everywhere in Ramsey, not just in The COR.  Councilmember Strommen asked whether 

some of the funds can be available for The COR senior housing project if the City does not opt 

into Anoka County EDA.  Karen Skepper, Assistant Anoka County HRA Executive Director, 

stated they looked at Ramsey’s funding request and found several are directly related to senior 

housing and could be directed toward those projects if specified by a City Council resolution.  

Assistant City Administrator/Finance Director Lund advised the HRA adopted levy only covered 

basic operations of the HRA so other items would have to be supported by future land sales. 

 

Motion failed.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Strommen, and Wise.  Voting No: 

Councilmember Backous, Elvig, and McGlone.  Absent:  Councilmember Tossey. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
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Councilmember Strommen suggested providing a Council update since tonight’s meeting was 

not video cast. 

 

Councilmember Elvig presented his analysis of payments made to Flaherty and Collins and 

conclusion that expenses did not match the original proforma that had been approved. 

 

Following a brief discussion, the City Council directed staff to review the information gathered 

by Councilmember Elvig and schedule this matter for further discussion at a Work Session 

meeting. 

 

Development Manager Lazan described the thorough process for distributions that are certified 

by an independent project manager, registered and licensed architect, and PNC Bank. 

 

Deputy City Administrator/Finance Director Lund requested direction related to approval of 

future pay estimates.  The Council directed Deputy City Administrator/Finance Director Lund to 

continue to make payments according to the City Council approved agreement. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Diana Lund 

Deputy City Administrator/Finance Director 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, October 23, 2012 at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bob Ramsey 

   Councilmember Randy Backous   

   Councilmember David Elvig 

   Councilmember Colin McGlone  

Councilmember Sarah Strommen 

   Councilmember Jason Tossey 

Councilmember Jeffrey Wise 

 

Members Absent: None.  

 

Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 

   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

   Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

   Management Analyst Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney William Goodrich 

   Development Manager Darren Lazan 

Interim Engineer Ron Wagner 

   Interim Engineer Shane Nelson 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Ramsey. 

2. PRESENTATION 

 

2.01: Resolution Proclaiming Homelessness Awareness Month 

 

Mayor Ramsey read in full a Resolution proclaiming November as Homelessness Awareness 

Month in the City of Ramsey. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Patrick Surma, 164
th

 Avenue NW, expressed his high respect for the Republic, Flag, and 

encouraged all to participate in the upcoming election. 
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4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to approve the 

following items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

4.01: Receive Cash and Investments for Period Ending September 30, 2012 

4.02: Note the following Boards and Commission Meeting Minutes: 

1) Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Dated September 6, 2012 

2) Economic Development Authority Special Meeting Minutes Dated September 2, 

2012 

3) Economic Development Authority Meeting Minutes Dated September 13, 2012 

4.03: Approve Request to Declare Surplus Property 

4.04: Approve the Following Meeting Minutes: 

 1)  City Council Work Session – October 2, 2012 

 2)  City Council Work Session – October 9, 2012 

 3)  City Council Regular Session – October 9, 2012 

4.05: Adopt Resolution #12-10-155 authorizing making application for Shared Fire Service 

Grant Opportunity 

4.06: Schedule Canvassing Board for Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

4.07: Adopt Resolution #12-10-155A Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of October 5, 2012, 

through October 16, 2012 

4.08: Adopt Resolution #12-10-156 Authorizing Partial Payment to Knutson Construction for 

IP 10-22 Ramsey Municipal Parking Ramp, Phase II 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #12-10-157 Authorizing Partial Payment to Julian M. Johnson 

Construction for IP 12-24; 2012 Storm Sewer Improvements Division B 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #12-10-158 Authorizing Partial Payment to North Valley, Inc. for IP 

12-23; Alpine Drive Reconstruction 

4.11: Adopt Resolution #12-10-159 Authorizing Partial Payment to North Pine Aggregate, Inc. 

for IP 12-20; CSAH 83 (Armstrong Boulevard) – Sunwood Drive 

4.12: Adopt Resolution #12-10-160 Adopting Findings of Fact #0906 Relating to a Request 

from Lake Region RV to Permit Motor Vehicle Sales in the B-2 Highway Business 

District at the Properties Located at 7815 Riverdale Drive NW; and Adopt Resolution 

#12-10-161 Approving the Issuance of the CUP and Declaring Terms of Same. 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #12-10-162 Proclaiming November Homelessness Awareness Month 

4.14: Adopt Resolution #12-10-163 Appointing Election Judges for the General Election on 

November 6, 2012 

4.15: Report from the Personnel Committee Meeting dated October 9, 2012: 

1) Consider a Resolution Ending the Probation Period of the Management Analyst – 

Ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to Adopt Resolution #12-10-

164 Ending the Probationary Period for the Management Analyst. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 
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5. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve the agenda as 

revised to remove Case 7:05. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, Elvig, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing (continued) to Consider Extension or Revocation of a Conditional 

Use Permit for Motor Vehicle Sales at 8175 Riverdale Drive NW; Case of Quality 

RV 

 

Mayor Ramsey closed the regular portion of the City Council meeting at 7:05 p.m. in order to 

conduct a public hearing. 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the public hearing to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report.  He reported 

the applicant had submitted revised grading plans that addressed staff’s concerns and the Lower 

Rum River Water Management Organization approved the permit, so staff recommends the 

Conditional Use Permit be continued contingent upon required improvements being completed 

prior to December 31, 2012. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

There was none. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Wise, Backous,  

McGlone, Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Council Business 

 

Mayor Ramsey called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:07 p.m. 
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Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to Adopt Resolution 

#12-10-165 adopting Findings of Fact #0908 to support continuation of the Conditional Use 

Permit and confirm the continuation of the Conditional Use Permit, contingent upon receipt of 

their WMO Permit and installation of required improvements by December 31, 2012. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, Elvig, 

Strommen, and Tossey.  Voting No: None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Consider Selection of Consultant Firm for Analysis of a Full Service, Year-Round 

Recycling Drop-Off Center and Non-Site Specific Plan Development 

 

Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the staff report, presented the 

two Request for Proposals (RFPs) that were received and recommendation to award to SAIC at a 

flat rate of $30,000 based on meeting the completion date of December 31, 2012.  He also 

presented the request of Ace Solid Waste to table this consideration. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to table indefinitely 

consideration of a recycling drop-off center. 

 

Further discussion Councilmember McGlone stated his rationale for not supporting the use of 

grant funds to study a recycling drop-off center, noting the close location of other such utilities 

that can be viewed, and since Ace Solid Waste is willing to put a full-time staffer in this realm at 

no cost to the City.  The Council directed staff to ask Anoka County whether the grant can be 

extended and/or used for hard costs.  City Administrator Ulrich noted the advantage of using the 

grant to hire a consultant is that it will take work from staff so they can do other work.  Assistant 

Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated other work tasks would include code 

enforcement, planning responsibilities, preparation for Tree City USA, County recycling reports, 

and working with the EPB on its initiatives.  He stated he does not dispute the knowledge of Ace 

relating to solid waste management or recycling but both consultants provided extensive 

nationwide knowledge of developing these types of facilities from design through construction 

phases.  Strommen stated she is swayed, in part, by the argument it takes some work off staff’s 

“plate” to gather this information and supported moving forward with the initial scoping and to 

develop a specific way to engage the public and Ace, a local company with significant expertise. 

Councilmember Wise stated his preference to extend the schedule so the Foth RFP, which is 

$5,000 lower, can be considered and that he would rather see the grant funds used for hard costs.  

Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson advised the County solid waste 

management staff assisted with review of the proposals and identified the timeline provided by 

Foth as a concern based on program guidelines for spending funds.  In addition, SAIC was a 

better match for what Ramsey wants to accomplish.  Councilmember McGlone advocated for his 

motion to table indefinitely, stating this is a private sector endeavor and should not be a burden 

on City staff.  With regard to timeliness of this consideration, Assistant Planner/Environmental 

Coordinator Anderson reviewed dates of past consideration and explained part of the delay had 

to do with drafting a thoughtful RFP and meeting with Anoka County, Andover, and the Coon 

Rapids Recycling Coordinator, and scheduling for Council consideration.  Councilmembers 

Backous and Tossey voiced support for the motion because it would allow time to explore 
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utilizing Ace as a partner and use private dollars for this purpose.  Councilmember Strommen 

noted the Council authorized the grant application, accepted the grant, and authorized staff to 

send out an RFP so she questioned why this is the first time these concerns are being raised.  

Councilmember McGlone stated in the translation between staff and him, he thought the grant 

could be used to build a facility, fencing, or signage.  Councilmember Elvig stated it makes sense 

to get Ace involved but he does not support the motion if postponing a private/public effort and 

building without public input.  Mayor Ramsey clarified the motion by Councilmember McGlone 

to postpone is because he does not want to move forward at this time.  City Administrator Ulrich 

recommended action to table to November 27, 2012, a date specific, to allow time for staff to 

research grant funding with Anoka County and pursue an Ace Solid Waste recommendation to 

prepare a better proposal.  Councilmember McGlone declined the suggestion and indicated the 

motion stands to table indefinitely.  Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson 

confirmed the grant was to gather information necessary to identify space needs, equipment 

needs, lot size, and building setup to accommodate materials.  There may be a similar grant 

opportunity in 2013 for up to $50,000 without a match requirement to build on what is learned 

over the next few months.  It was his understanding that Ace Solid Waste would provide 

planning and hoped the grant money could be shifted towards hard costs.  Assistant 

Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson indicated Ace Solid Waste has expertise in 

providing hauling and recycling services; however, does not match up in terms of expertise with 

project design and site layout. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Wise, Backous, and 

Tossey.  Voting No: Councilmembers Elvig and Strommen. 

7.02: Request for Final Plat Review of NORTHGATE ADDITION (Minor Plat) and 

Request for Site Plan Review and Conditional Use Permit for Northgate Performing 

Arts Center at the North East Intersection of Sunwood Drive and Peridot Street; 

Case of PSD, LL and Northgate Church 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report and presented the site plan 

components and parking calculations.   

 

City Administrator Ulrich stated there would be no TIF impact because this is tax exempt 

property. 

 

The Council discussed the availability of parking and opportunity for shared parking.  It was 

noted if the church grows and wants to expand, underground or ramp parking, or proof of 

parking could be addressed at that time.  In addition, there is a City parking lot in the area.  The 

Council indicated it wanted to assure that following the Planning Commission’s recommendation 

for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) allows opportunity to address parking at the time of a future 

expansion. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill noted consideration is for Phase 1.  Phase 2 would 

require site plan review and a revised CUP, resulting in City consideration.  He explained that 

should staff identify an issue, even if no expansion, it will be brought before the Council.  

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated the City’s analysis did not consider the PACT 
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Charter School as part of this request and the applicant is aware they have to solve parking if 

requesting an expansion. 

 

The Council continued its discussion of parking and agreed the site holds opportunity to build a 

parking structure, if needed. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to Adopt the 

Resolution Granting Final Plat Approval of NORTHGATE ADDITION; to Adopt the Resolution 

Adopting the Findings of Fact Related to the Approval of a Conditional Use Permit for the 

Operation of Northgate Performing Arts Center; to Adopt the Resolution Granting Approval of a 

Conditional Use Permit for the Operation of Northgate Performing Center; and, to Approve the 

Site Plan of the Northgate Performing Arts Center, all contingent upon compliance with the City 

Staff Review letter dated September 28, 2012, with direction by the Planning Commission on the 

Proposed Proof of Parking Plan to Support the use of Proof of Parking as written in the 

Resolution. 

 

Further discussion:  City Attorney Goodrich responded to questions of the Council and indicated 

there is no legal issue with the City’s ability to address parking in the future with a CUP change 

as long as it is understood that no action tonight will give them more than the ordinance allows at 

this time.  City Administrator suggested the motion include specificity in what defines a “parking 

problem” so the City has the authority to revoke the CUP should it occur.  City Attorney 

Goodrich concurred and suggested the CUP language be subject to legal review. 

 

Substitute motion by Councilmember Elvig, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to Adopt 

Resolution #12-10-166 Granting Final Plat Approval of NORTHGATE ADDITION; to Adopt 

Resolution #12-10-167 Adopting Findings of Fact #0909Related to the Approval of a 

Conditional Use Permit for the Operation of Northgate Performing Arts Center; to Adopt 

Resolution #12-10-168 Granting Approval of a Conditional Use Permit for the Operation of 

Northgate Performing Center; and, to Approve the Site Plan of the Northgate Performing Arts 

Center, all contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review letter dated September 28, 

2012, with direction by the Planning Commission on the Proposed Proof of Parking Plan to 

Support the use of Proof of Parking as written in the Resolution, and that it is at the Council’s 

sole discretion to determine whether there is a parking problem, and subject to review and 

modification by legal counsel as to legal form. 

 

Further discussion:  The Council agreed the performance standards should be tied to Code 

parking requirements. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Elvig, Backous, McGlone, 

Strommen, Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None. 

 

Councilmember Elvig left the meeting at 8:07 p.m. 

7.03: Receive Bids and Authorize Contract for City Project #12-28 Rum River Hills 

Storm Sewer Improvements  
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Interim Engineer Nelson reviewed the staff report and staff’s recommendation to award the bid 

to North Pine Aggregate. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to award the 

alternate bid to the low bidder, North Pine Aggregate, in the amount of $98,211.40. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers Backous, McGlone, Strommen, 

Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig. 

7.04: Sunwood Drive Project – Consider Change Order #4  

 

Interim Engineer Nelson reviewed the staff report and recommendation to approve Change Order 

#4. 

 

Motion by Councilmember McGlone, seconded by Mayor Ramsey, to approve Change Order #4 

in the amount of $22,645.79. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, Strommen, 

Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig. 

7.05: Consider Change Order #5 – Sunwood Drive (Sunwood Retail Improvements)  

 

This item was removed upon adoption of the agenda. 

7.06: Consider Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-118 (The COR) Approving 

Amendment to The COR Design Framework Related to Off-Street Parking, Signs, 

Parks and Trails, and Sub-District Boundaries   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to introduce Ordinance 

Amending Section 117-118 “The COR Districts” of Chapter 117 of the City Code of Ramsey, 

Minnesota to Amend Sub-District Boundaries, Parking Regulations, Parks Section, and Master 

Sign Plan. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, Strommen, 

Tossey, and Wise.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig. 

7.07: Approve Additional Services – Sunwood Drive Construction Administration  

 

City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the staff report and recommended approval of the request by 

Landform for an additional $15,000 for the Sunwood Drive construction administration.   

 

Councilmember Wise stated he would not vote on this issue, due to a potential conflict, but 

wanted to raise the issue that his business had been dramatically impacted during this road 
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project.  He asked the Council to hold a future discussion about writing contracts more tightly, 

possibly offering an incentive for the developer to finish early, because “time is money.”  

 

The Council discussed the Landform request and how the contract is overseen, noting this is an 

after-the-fact funding request to double the cost for construction administration.   

 

City Administrator Ulrich indicated if the Council does not approve the additional amount, it 

would be at contractor’s risk if it did not receive Council approval prior to expending the work.  

However, it is somewhat fluid as to when the contractor knows the costs are reaching the 

maximum and needs to schedule an extension request on the Council’s agenda.  City 

Administrator Ulrich explained it is primarily the responsibility of the City Engineer but also the 

responsibility of the independent contractor to bring it to the City’s attention when costs are at 

the limit of what was approved. 

 

Councilmember Strommen stated her concern with considering payment after-the-fact and 

pointed out the Council had established precedent in other cases to not approve retroactive 

amounts that had not come before the Council for preapproval or there had been no written 

documentation related to payment.  She urged the Council to be consistent in how it handles 

similar requests. 

 

Councilmember Tossey stated his concerns relate to the perception of inefficient government and 

lack of accountability. 

 

Development Manager Lazan maintained there were important distinctions since this is not a 

contract where Landform controls the scope or price to which it is committed.  He explained the 

former City Engineer determined the scope and every day staff determines the scope when they 

call Landform for work.  By way of baseline, he pointed out inspection for WSB is $70,000 

including survey time and WSB can cross bill time between survey and inspection.  City 

inspection is also $70,000 yet the City picked $15,000 for Landform.  Development Manager 

Lazan stated Landform has spent a considerable amount of time on this project beyond what was 

anticipated and that extra time has been driven by City staff, not Landform.  He requested the 

Council approve the budget and stated he would provide more information, if requested. 

 

Councilmember McGlone noted there had been an extraordinary number of issues with this 

project and many involved Landform.  In addition, with winter coming, staff wanted this road 

project completed prior to winter weather. 

 

Mayor Ramsey submitted that this situation is the product of a poor decision made when this 

project started.  He noted while some on the Council had advocated to hire a professional it was 

decided to have City staff run this project and now it has come back to “bite us.”  He found the 

past City Engineer had under-anticipated the work of Landform and it was not right or proper to 

not pay a contractor who has provided a service requested by staff. 

 

Motion by Mayor Ramsey, seconded by Councilmember McGlone, to approve the modification 

to Landform’s contract number RAM 12019 revising the maximum fee from $15,000 to $30,000 

to cover projected efforts through completion of the project. 
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Further discussion:  Councilmember Backous asked Development Manager Lazan whether he 

had objected to the $15,000 estimate when it was put forward.  Development Manager Lazan 

indicated at one time it was understood that WSB or Landform would do the inspection.  After it 

was decided to have City staff inspect the project, he had noted his objection twice, in writing.  

Councilmember Strommen stated she thinks it would have been reasonable for Landform to 

present this request the end of September.  She stated she does not want to stop the project, but 

finds this to be an issue of timeliness dealing with the public’s money and she intends to vote 

against the motion.  Development Manager Lazan reviewed Landform’s billing process, noting it 

bills two to three weeks in arrears.  He had been alerted when the costs reached $17,000 and 

brought it before the Council on September 25, 2012, but it had been tabled to tonight.  

Development Manager Lazan stated he wanted to keep the project moving forward and worked 

in good faith.  Councilmember Backous clarified the motion is for a maximum (not to exceed) of 

$30,000. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Backous, and Tossey.  

Voting No: Councilmember Strommen.  Abstain:  Councilmember Wise.  Absent:  

Councilmember Elvig. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

Councilmember Tossey expressed his increasing concern related to tax increment financing 

(TIF) and belief that it leads to unfairness.   

 

Motion Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Backous, to instruct staff to start 

the process to decertify properties within TIF 14. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich indicated a decertification will need additional research and public 

hearings. 

 

Councilmember McGlone raised the issue of fairness to the rest of the City should TIF be 

eliminated. 

 

The Council discussed whether the concept of TIF results in “handcuffing” the City’s general 

funds.  It was noted that most TIF Districts will be coming off line within a year or two.   

 

City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the current obligation for TIF districts. 

 

Councilmembers Tossey and Backous revised the motion to instruct staff to start the process to 

decertify properties within TIF 14 that are not currently obligated. 

 

The Council continued its discussion on the impact of TIF and resulting impact to annual 

property taxes, costs for administration of the contract, staff time, and intangibles. 

 

Councilmember McGlone and Mayor Ramsey indicated that while they support, in theory, 

eliminating TIF, it can be beneficial when in the right hands and used correctly.  They, along 
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with Councilmember Strommen indicated additional study and information was needed prior to 

considering decertification. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Councilmembers Tossey and Backous.  Voting No: Mayor 

Ramsey, Councilmembers McGlone, Strommen, and Wise.  Absent:  Councilmember Elvig.  

 

City Administrator Ulrich announced upcoming meetings and events, noting the next scheduled 

Council meeting is November 13, 2012. 

 

Mayor Ramsey announced that early voting is open at City Hall. 

 

Councilmember McGlone commented on inaccuracies in a recent StarTribune article relating to 

the City of Ramsey and The COR. 

 

John Enstrom, 8702 – 181
st
 Avenue NW, invited everyone visit Veterans Park on November 11, 

2012. 

9. ADJOURNMENT  

 

Motion by Councilmember Backous, seconded by Councilmember Wise, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kurtis G. Ulrich 

City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



   

Regular Planning Commission   6. 1.           
Meeting Date: 12/06/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Request for Sketch Plan Review of Seasons of Ramsey; Case of The Seasons of Ramsey Limited Partnership

Background:
The City has received an application for Sketch Plan Review of SEASONS OF RAMSEY, a Major Plat for the
development of fifty (50) townhome units in the TOWN CENTER GARDENS 3RD ADDITION.

Notification:
In accordance with City policy, Staff attempted to notify all Property Owners within 700 feet of the Subject
Property of the Sketch Plan Review.

Observations:
The proposed development is actually a reconfiguration of an existing platted, yet undeveloped portion of TOWN
CENTER GARDENS 3RD ADDITION. The style of townhomes proposed varies from the original approval of the
previous plat, involving wider units and a net decrease in the number of forecasted units over the entire
development area for the project. Currently, approximately fifty-six (56) units are platted, yet only over a portion of
the entire eight (8) acre development area. The entire development area originally forecasted closer to seventy (70)
units.

As part of the proposed development, a critical east-west connection of 147th Lane NW is created; a proposal that
the City previously recommended with the previous plat. This connection provides necessary connectivity between
Town Center Gardens and The COR. Said connection should improve safety and mobility for the entire area north
of Bunker Lake Boulevard. In addition, since 147th Lane is now being connected, the full previously constructed
'loop' is no longer needed. The proposal contemplates the City vacating this right of way in favor of converting it to
a private street, thus reducing slightly the maintenance obligations of the City for this development. A drainage and
utility easement shall still be necessary for the public infrastructure in this location.

The design of the private roadway on the western edge of the development has some tight turning radii. The
Developer has been asked to provide verification in the form of a turning exhibit to ensure public safety apparatuses
have adequate turning movements. The Developer has provided initial feedback that appears to verify compliance
with City requirements. There may be additional improvements and clear zones to enhance the maneuverability of
this area.

Grading, Drainage, Utility, and Landscaping Plans are not required at the Sketch Plan phase. However, Staff has
attempted to identify any critical issues to be addressed with the Preliminary Plat, where these plans shall be
required.

As an outstanding item to address on the Preliminary Plat, Staff will be verifying which development fees were
previously paid with the original plat. As it appears that the number of units previously platted exceeds the number
of units proposed in the new plat, development fees would not be due based on 50 units. However, since capital was
invested to construct infrastructure to support the Plat, there would not be any entitlement to a refund.

The Developer has been successful in acquiring financing from the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA).
As part of that financing, the Developer received points for local contribution. The City Council previously agreed
in concept for a land donation in the form of vacated right of way (previously mentioned) and conveyance of a
small, remnant parcel currently owned by the City of Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA). This



remnant parcel does not have development potential on its own, and the only logical use is to combine with this
proposed development.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with reviewing the application are the responsibility of the Developer.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the Developer proceed with preparation and submittal of the Preliminary Plat.

Committee Action:
No action is needed at this time. The Sketch Plan phase allows the Planning Commission to submit feedback to the
Developer of lot configuration, street alignment, and other critical subdivision ordinances, prior to preparation of
detailed plans. The Planning Commission should recommend any requested changes and/or re-submittal of the
Sketch Plan if desired.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Sketch Plan
Architectural Renderings
Staff Review File dated November 30, 2012

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Len Linton Len Linton 11/30/2012 01:30 PM
Hakanson Anderson Engineering Shane Nelson 11/30/2012 01:53 PM

Matt Kohner Matt Kohner 11/30/2012 02:17 PM
Chris Anderson Chris Anderson 11/30/2012 03:02 PM

Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 11/30/2012 03:03 PM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 11/30/2012 09:35 AM

Final Approval Date: 11/30/2012 
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November 30, 2012 

 

The Seasons of Ramsey Limited Partnership 

Attn: J. Michael Podawiltz 

3601 18
th
 Street South, Suite 117 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

 

Re: Sketch Plan Review 

 Seasons of Ramsey 
 

Dear Mr. Podawiltz: 

 

The City of Ramsey has received your application for a Minor Plat to construct a 50 unit townhome 

development on approximately 8.08 acres within the TOWN CENTER GARDENS 3
RD

 ADDITION. City 

Staff has recommended that you proceed with preparation of the Preliminary Plat contingent upon the 

following: 

 

 Required amendments as outlined in the attached Staff Review File dated November 30, 2012  

 

Please note: this is only a recommendation that is subject to approval by the City Council.   
 

Copies of the review file and staff report are attached for your review.  The Planning Commission will 

review the request on Thursday, December 6
th
 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  You, or a 

representative of the development, are highly encouraged to attend this meeting.  Please contact me at 

your earliest convenience prior to the meeting to verify if you will be attending.    Please let me know if 

you have any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at 763-576-4308 or by email at 

tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

 

 

 

Tim Gladhill 

Development Services Manager 

 

Enclosures 
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CITY OF RAMSEY LAND USE APPLICATION 

TECHNICAL REVIEW FILE 

 

DATE 11/30/12 PROJECT ADDRESS TBD - MULTIPLE 

PROJECT. TITLE SEASONS OF RAMSEY 

ESCROW # 113355 

DEPARTMENT: Planning Division 

TECHNICAL REVIEWER: 
Name: Tim Gladhill 

Phone: 763-576-4308 

Email: tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us  

 

We offer the following comments regarding your site plan and plat submittal: 

 

General:  The Subject Property is located north of Bunker Lake Blvd. and east of the extension 

of Town Center Drive. A total of 8.08 acres are contained within the proposed plat. The 

proposed development consists of 50 townhome units. This is a re-plat of a portion of TOWN 

CENTER GARDENS 3
rd

 ADDITION. The result of the Plat is a net decrease in the number of 

units originally forecasted for the entire 8.08 acres. 

 

Due to Anoka County Plat naming requirements, the name of the Plat will need to be amended to 

Seasons of Ramsey. The name of a Plat cannot lead with the word ‘The’. 

 

Zoning/Density: The project area is located in the COR-4 Neighborhood District, which is 

intended to include a full range of housing types.  The District allows for residential uses at a net 

density of up to 10 units per acre. The Sketch Plan indicates a net density of 6.25 units per acre.  

 

Lots:  The plat is proposing to re-subdivide portions of RAMSEY TOWN CENTER 3
RD

 

ADDITION into 50 units. City Code requires that units intended for separate ownership shall be 

subdivided individually through the platting process. In this case, the development is proposed to 

be under single-ownership. Nonetheless, each individual unit shall still have a separate municipal 

utility connection; that being that one single water service cannot service an entire building, 

unless otherwise approved by the previous plat approval. 

 

Setbacks:  The COR-4a Zoning District requires the following setbacks:   

 

Front yard  0 to 25 feet as measured from building front to edge of sidewalk; 

Side yard  None, unless required by building code; 

Rear yard  None, unless required by building code. 

 

Due to the configuration of existing roadways and built infrastructure, it is difficult to for all 

individual units to be within this build-to line. The Design Framework for The COR states that at 

least 60% of the building be within this build-to line. Staff will address the required review 

related to setbacks with the Preliminary Plat. 
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Public Streets:  The plat will derive access from 147
th

 Lane. The plat also contemplates vacating 

147
th

 Circle, converting that section of public roadway to a private street. Staff finds this 

generally acceptable, as the plat also proposes to extend 147
th

 Lane westerly to connect to Town 

Center Drive. The net result is the elimination of a dead-end street and provides connectivity and 

circulation north of Bunker Lake Boulevard between the Town Center Gardens and North 

Commons areas. 

 

The street names must be aligned with the Anoka County Street Name Grid and must be 

reflected on all future submittals. 

 

Private Streets:  The table below indicates City Code requirements for private street lengths: 

 

Maximum private street length without a 

turnaround provided 

200 feet 

Maximum private street length with a 

turning provision provided 

300 feet 

Maximum private street length with a cul-

de-sac provided 

600 feet, when exceeding the 300 foot length 

requirement, the private street width must be 

32 feet. 

 

The private streets as shown on the site plan comply with the length restrictions.   

 

All of the private streets are 24 feet wide.  City Code prohibits on-street parking on 24 foot wide 

private streets.  The Development Contract will require all private streets to be signed for “No 

Parking”.  The Developer will be responsible for the cost of the signs, including installation, as a 

Stage I Improvement in the Development Contract.  The Homeowners Association will be 

responsible for the ongoing maintenance costs associated with the signs.   

 

The naming of the private streets must be in accordance with the County street grid system. 

 
Sidewalk and Trails.  Sidewalks are required on both sides of all public streets. 

 

Open Space: The Town Center Development Review Guidelines encourage the integration of 

private courtyards and pocket parks within the COR-4 Neighborhood District.  These small green 

areas provide important breathing space, contribute to stormwater management, and offer 

additional recreational amenities to serve the building tenants.  The preliminary site plan 

complies with the development guidelines and provides green spaces for recreational and 

stormwater management purposes on each block. 
 

Permits:  The applicant is responsible to secure all required permits for this project; including but not 

limited to an MPCA NPDES construction permit, a Lower Rum River Watershed Organization permit, 

and Anoka County and MnDOT right-of-way permits.  Additionally, the contractor performing the work 

will be required to get a City license and right-of-way permit. 
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Lighting: The City has not received a lighting plan for review.  City standards require that the luminaire 

(light source) must not be visible from beyond the property line. Any lighting used to illuminate an off-

street parking area, sign, or structure shall be arranged to deflect away from public roadways and adjacent 

parcels.  The Applicant is responsible for the installation, and three (3) years of operations and 

maintenance, of all boulevard lighting.  

 

Development Fees. As part of the approval for TOWN CENTER GARDENS 3
RD

 ADDITION, 

development fees (Park Dedication, Trail Development, Stormwater Management, Sanitary Sewer Trunk, 

and Water Trunk) were paid for fifty (50) units. As part of the Preliminary Plat review, Staff will verify if 

any additional development fees shall be required. 

 

Townhouse Design/Architectural Standards:  The development is proposing one townhouse 

style (row house units). The COR Design Framework establishes a brick enhancement threshold 

of 35% of the non-glazed area of the front facing wall, unless the building design is enhanced 

through other means such as covered porch areas, broken roof lines, articulated façade and 

material or color changes. Although not part of the official Sketch Plan Submittal, architectural 

elevations have been submitted for all the units along with one color elevation. It is Staff’s 

understanding that there will be some color variation between the buildings. Color elevations are 

needed that indicate building materials and colors that are proposed for all of the units. The 

minimum/maximum building height in this district is 2-4 stories.  All of the dwelling units are 2 

stories and comply with the height requirements. 

 

Townhouse Size:  City Code requires townhouse units to be a certain size based on the number 

of bedrooms the unit will have: 

 

1 bedroom 700 square feet 

2 bedroom  800 square feet 

3 bedroom 960 square feet 

 

All of the proposed units significantly exceed City Code requirements.  

 

Off-Street Parking Requirements:  The COR-4 District requires 2 off-street parking spaces for 

each unit; this requirement is exceeded with the 2-car garages and 25 foot wide driveways.  

Some parking is allowed on public streets, however, this may not be adequate for overflow 

parking.  There is no additional off-street parking provided within the plat.  

 

Driveway Length/Width:  Under the COR-4a Zoning Code, driveways for the row townhomes 

must be at least 25 feet in length.  All of the proposed units meet this requirement.  

 

Mailbox Location: The placement of mailboxes for the townhome units should be located along 

the private streets when possible. Location of mailboxes along public streets will need to be 

clustered and is subject to the review and approval of the Streets Supervisor.    

 

Address Signage: The City will be requiring an address location sign (specifying the units 

addresses) to be placed at the entrance of all private streets. The required signage will assist 
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emergency services in locating a specific unit when called to the site. In order to assist Staff in 

review of the placement of signs and to ensure an orderly look of the site, please revise the 

signage and striping plan to show address signs.   The address signage is subject to the review 

and approval of the City Engineer and Police Chief.  It should be noted that signs identifying the 

development will require a separate sign permit. 



CITY OF RAMSEY LAND USE APPLICATION 

TECHNICAL REVIEW FILE 

 

DATE 11/29/12 PROJECT ADDRESS TBD - MULTIPLE 

PROJECT. TITLE THE SEASONS OF RAMSEY 

ESCROW # 113355 

DEPARTMENT: Engineering 

TECHNICAL REVIEWER: 
Name: Shane Nelson / Leonard Linton 

Phone: 763 433-9825/ 433-9834 

Email: haengineering@ci.ramsey.mn.us/ llinton@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

 

Plans Reviewed:  Sketch plan prepared by Pioneer Engineering dated 11-5-12 consisting of 2 pages. 

 

We offer the following comments regarding your site plan and plat submittal: 

 

Grading and Drainage: A grading plan was not provided with this submittal.  The site was previously 

graded for townhomes and the new development will generally use the existing grades.  There are two 

areas where the existing grades will be changed as noted below: 

1. The area between the private road and 147
th
 Lane NW currently has a paved driveway.  This 

driveway and the underlying utilities will be removed under this development plan. 

2. The area west of the private road and south of proposed 147
th
 Lane NW was not improved in the 

previous plans. 

 

The existing pond in the southeast corner of the site was sized to provide stormwater ponding for this site 

and the area north of 147
th
 Lane NW.  Storm sewer pipe installed in 147

th
 Lane was sized to handle all of 

the runoff and direct it to the stormwater pond. 

 

This project will require a permit from the Lower Rum River Water Management Organization 

(LRRWMO).  The requirements of the LRRWMO include infiltration of the first inch of runoff from the 

developed site.  Permit applications must be submitted by the first Thursday of the month for 

consideration at the monthly meeting on the 3
rd

 Thursday.  The application form is available online. 

 

The following notes should be added or amended on the plan set: 

 The contractor should have a sweeper on site or available within 3 hours.  All material tracked 

onto City streets must be removed immediately upon discovery, or as directed by the City 

Engineer. 

 Installation of silt fence and other down gradient sediment protection measures shall be 

completed and inspected prior to commencement of any site activities. 

 

Please note on the plans if there is any dewatering required for this project.  If so, the City will want to 

review the dewatering plan prior to implementation.  No dewatering activities can occur until the required 

permit is secured and submitted for review. 

 

A new grading plan that incorporates these notes will be required  
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Street and Building Access:  The plan proposes extension of 147

th
 Lane NW west to connect with Town 

Center Drive.  This street will be public and must be constructed to City Standards.  Sidewalks will be 

required on both sides of the street   The private drive west of the private road must be able to 

accommodate fire truck access.  Our standard is a minimum radius of 30 feet on all inside curves along 

the access route.  A turning template exhibit will be required demonstrating the standard is achieved. 

 

 Any impacts to City streets (wet tap and curb cut locations) should be brought to grade with class 

5 by the end of the work day and paved within 24 hours. 

 An access to the existing municipal well site must be provided from Town Center Drive.  The 

existing access to Bunker Lake Boulevard will then be removed. 

 

Utilities:   

 Watermain must be extended to connect to Town Center Drive along 147
th
 Lane NW. 

 All ductile iron watermain 6” in diameter and smaller requires class 53 material. 

 The sewer and water north of the private road must be removed  to allow construction of the 

proposed buildings.  The mains must be removed back to the Tee or Manhole and capped 

securely. 

 Water services shall be abandoned by digging down and removing the service riser and capping 

the stub. 

 Sanitary sewer services shall be abandoned by digging down and gluing a cap on the pipe to 

remain. 

 All hydrants must be hand painted. 

 The detail sheet must include the current City Details for any improvements proposed within the 

right-of-way. The manhole details should be updated to include language for a water tight wrap 

around the adjusting rings and include carconite markers for any manhole or gate valve that is 

located in unpaved areas.  

 Drainage and utility easements will be required over the private roads to allow access for flushing 

hydrants.  

 

Sidewalk and Trails.  A five wide sidewalk is required on both sides of the proposed extension of 147
th
 

Lane NW. 

 

Permits:  The applicant is responsible to secure all required permits for this project; including but not 

limited to an MPCA NPDES construction permit, a Lower Rum River Watershed Organization permit, 

and Anoka County and MnDOT right-of-way permits.  Additionally, the contractor performing the work 

will be required to get a City license and right-of-way permit. 

 

Lighting: The City has not received a lighting plan for review.  City standards require that the luminaire 

(light source) must not be visible from beyond the property line. Any lighting used to illuminate an off-

street parking area, sign, or structure shall be arranged to deflect away from Bunker Lake Boulevard (CR 

116).  The Applicant is responsible for the installation, and three (3) years of operations and maintenance, 

of all boulevard lighting.   

 

REU Number: This property will be subject to a storm water utility charge based upon the amount of 

impervious surface on the site. Townhouse units are considered single family units and each unit will be 

billed at the residential rate. 

 



CITY OF RAMSEY LAND USE APPLICATION 

TECHNICAL REVIEW FILE 

 

DATE  PROJECT ADDRESS TBD - MULTIPLE 

PROJECT. TITLE THE SEASONS OF RAMSEY 

ESCROW # 113355 

DEPARTMENT: Fire 

TECHNICAL REVIEWER: 
Name: Matt Kohner, Fire Marshal 

Phone: 763-433-9832 

Email: mkohner@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

 

We offer the following comments regarding your site plan and plat submittal: 

 

Fire Department Access Roads:  

 Roads 20 to 26 feet in width require “No Parking Fire Lane” signs to be posted on both sides. 

 Please verify the turning radius of the loop street is large enough to accommodate fire truck 

movement. 



CITY OF RAMSEY LAND USE APPLICATION 

TECHNICAL REVIEW FILE 

 

DATE 11-27-12 PROJECT ADDRESS TBD - MULTIPLE 

PROJECT. TITLE THE SEASONS OF RAMSEY 

ESCROW # 113355 

DEPARTMENT: Landscape Review 

TECHNICAL REVIEWER: 
Name:  Chris Anderson 

Phone:  763-433-9905 

Email:  canderson@ci.ramsey.mn.us  

 

We offer the following comments regarding your site plan and plat submittal: 

 

Landscaping: The submitted plans are deficient of a landscaping plan. A Landscaping Plan must be 

submitted prior to Preliminary Plat review by the Planning Commission.  The Landscaping Plan should, 

at a minimum, include the following information: 

 Landscaping Plan shall identify the scientific and common name of each species, size (caliper 

and/or height, depending on species), root stock, quantity, and corresponding symbol on planting 

plan. 

 The minimum required plantings shall be determined by utilizing the Canopy Cover formula 

(determine ratio of impervious area to entire site area, multiply the impervious area/site area 

ratio by the square footage of the pervious area to determine the required canopy cover square 

footage, refer to Ramsey Tree Book [available online at www.cityoframsey.com/environmental-

services] for acceptable/preferred species and associated square footage for each). 

 Plantings shall consist of not less than twenty-five percent (25%) deciduous or coniferous species 

and no more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the required canopy cover shall consist of shrubs 

and ornamental trees. 

 Plant size at time of installation shall be as follows: deciduous trees shall be at least one (1) inch 

diameter, coniferous trees shall be at least five (5) feet in height, and shrubs shall be at least 

twenty-four (24) inches in height or width, depending on growth characteristics of each species. 

 Landscaping notes should state that four (4) inches of MnDOT Premium Topsoil Borrow shall be 

applied to all areas not otherwise improved with buildings and impervious surfaces.  Copies of 

load tickets shall be provided to the City to verify source of material.  If amending on site 

material or receiving material from a supplier other than one that is pre-certified by the City, 

testing of material must be provided to confirm that it meets the MnDOT Premium Topsoil 

Borrow specification. 

 All landscaped areas shall be irrigated and the irrigation system shall include rain sensors and a 

backflow preventer device. 

 All areas not otherwise improved with buildings, streets, sidewalks, or other impervious areas, 

shall be finished with sod.  Any deviation from sod shall require approval by the City Council. 

 Tree planting detail(s) must be submitted that clearly states that planting depth shall be such that 

the first set of primary roots (root flare) are at final grade when installed; that only broken, 

deformed or dead branches shall be pruned at time of planting; and that the top portion of the 

wire basket and burlap shall be removed after the tree is set in planting hole. 

 

mailto:canderson@ci.ramsey.mn.us
http://www.cityoframsey.com/environmental-services
http://www.cityoframsey.com/environmental-services
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Tree Preservation:  This site appears to be devoid of any significant tree cover and therefore, no tree 

preservation plan is necessary. 

 

 



   

Regular Planning Commission   6. 2.           
Meeting Date: 12/06/2012  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Staff Update

Background:
The following is a brief summary of approvals given in October and November that may be of interest to the
Planning Commission :

Vacate Easement at 8250 163rd Ave NW, Case of William Nemec and Shari Monchamp. The City Council adopted
an ordinance to vacate portions of drainage and utility easements at 8250 163rd Ave NW. The vacation eliminates
an existing encroachment that was recently discovered during a survey of the property. Staff will also be processing
an Administrative Subdivision to address an encroachment into a side yard setback. Upon completion of both
requests, the Property will be removed of all nonconformities.

Request for Zoning Amendment for Lot 9, Block 2, WINDSORWOOD; Case of the City of Ramsey. The City
Council Adopted the Ordinance to amend the Zoning Designation from Public/Quasi-Public to R-1 Residential
(Rural Developing). The City Council will consider sale of this Property in the near future.

Consider Extension or Revocation of a Conditional Use Permit for Motor Vehicle Sales at 8175 Riverdale Dr NW;
Case of Quality RV. The City Council authorized an extension to complete terms of an approved CUP for Quality
RV. It appears that Quality RV has now completed the required improvements.

Consider Site Plan and Conditional Use Permit Approval for Motor Fuel Sales and Car Wash for a Super America
Located in the COR TWO Subdivision; Case of West Real Estate and Management, Inc. The City Council approved
plans for the Super America.

Request for a Conditional Use Permit for Motor Vehicle Sales at 7815 Riverdale Dr NW; Case of Lake Region RV.
The City Council approved the plans for Lake Region RV.

Request for Minor Plat and Site Plan Approval of Northgate Performing Arts Center; Case of Northgate Church,
Inc . The City Council approved the plans for the Northgate Performing Arts Center as recommended by the
Planning Commission.

Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Section 117-118 (The COR) Amending the Design Framework. The City
Council adopted the Ordinance amending The COR Design Framework as recommended by the Planning
Commission.

Adopt Ordinance to Amend City Code Chapter 117, Article II, Division 8 Entitled Signs. The City Council adopted
revisions to the City's sign ordinance as recommended by the Planning Commission.

Adopt Ordinance to Vacate Drainage and Utility Easments at 6012 146th Ave NW; Case of Jesse and Dana
VerBeek. The City Council approved vacated a portion of excess drainage and utility easement to
allow construction of a home consistent with design guidelines for VILLAGE OF SUNFISH LAKE. The City
Council also approved an Easement Encroachment Agreement to allow construction to begin prior to the effective
date of the Ordinance, at the risk of the Property Owner/Builder.

Weekly Update Now Available on AgendaQuick. Each Week, Staff provides a Weekly Update document for



City Staff and City Council regarding items of interest within the City. That document is now available online, and
available for Planning Commission review using the City's online agenda. This is the same location Planning
Commissioners currently access the Planning Commission Agenda.

Status of Comprehensive Plan Amendments. As the Planning Commission may recall, the City approved a series
of Comprehensive Plan Amendments recently, which included areas at Nowthen Boulevard and Green Valley Road
(revert back to single-family from neighborhood commercial), 30 Acre South Highway 10 (revert back to
commercial from Medium Density Residential), and The COR Development Plan. The amendments for the Green
Valley location and south of Highway 10 have been approved. The COR Development Plan is scheduled for
Metropolitan Council Community Development Committee on December 3rd and full Metropolitan Council on
December 12th. The case reports indicate a favorable recommendation. The review also recommends approval of
two (2) Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Grants.

Northstar Commuter Rail-Ramsey Station. As the Planning Commission may be aware, service has started at the
Northstar Commuter Rail-Ramsey Schedule. Information and schedules are available online www.metrotransit.org.

Future Land Use of Former Municipal Center at 15153 Nowthen Boulevard NW. The City has been asked to
review the potential of the former Municipal Center for use as a data center. The City Council and EDA have
directed Staff to begin looking at potential layouts as well as zoning and compatibility issues. Review is also
proposed to include a public input process, which is currently under design. Staff welcomes input on the process
from the Planning Commission. If any changes to land use are proposed as an outcome of this process, the Planning
Commission would become involved as part of the official amendment process.

Future Land Use of Area West of The COR, West of Armstrong Boulevard. As part of the Sunwood Drive
realignment project, the EDA has asked that Staff look into future land uses for the area west of Armstrong
Boulevard. The EDA has asked Staff to begin looking at potential layouts as well as zoning and compatibility
issues. Review is also proposed to include a public input process, which is currently under design. Staff welcomes
input on the process from the Planning Commission. If any changes to land use are proposed as an outcome of this
process, the Planning Commission would become involved as part of the official amendment process.

New SAC Credit Policy. The Metropolitan Council has approved an amendment to the SAC Credit Policy. SAC is
a Metropolitan Council fee for Sewer Accessibility Charge. Broadly speaking, the new policy, which somewhat
reverts back to a previous policy, allows the City to apply SAC credits anywhere in the community when a
permanent reduction in demand is experienced (physical conversion of space). Staff is available to answer specific
questions the Planning Commission may have.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 11/30/2012 11:59 AM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 11/30/2012 

Final Approval Date: 11/30/2012 

http://www.metrotransit.org


   

Regular Planning Commission   6. 3.           
Meeting Date: 12/06/2012  

By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Information
Title:
Zoning Bulletins

Background:
Enclosed are zoning periodicals for your review.

Notification:

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

Committee Action:

Attachments
Zoning Bulletins

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 11/30/2012 11:26 AM
Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 11/28/2012 04:04 PM

Final Approval Date: 11/30/2012 
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