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ElectronicAgenda
To JoThieling
Subject RE TransportationAllianceNewsReview Oct12 2012

From MargaretDonahoe Margaret@transportationalliance com
Sent Friday October12 201230013PM
Subject TransportationAllianceNewsReview Oct12 2012

Theresstilltime
Attenda
Transportation
CandidateForum
Duluth Thursday
October18 3 00PM
500PM

DuluthCityHall
Room303

411WestFirstStreet Duluth MN
http wwwduluthmngov contact location cfm

Rochester Wednesday October24 1000AM12 00PM
RamadaHotel ConferenceCenter GrandBRoom
151716thStreetSW Rochester MN

http wwwramadarochester com

CottageGrove Woodbury Thursday October25 1000AM12 00PM
WashingtonCountyServiceCenter Rooms147 148 MainFloor
13000RavineParkwaySouth CottageGrove MN

http www cowashington mnus your county government service center in cottage grove

NewsReview
TOPSTORY
WHYITMATTERS Creakybridges potholedroads trickypolitics StarTribune
Expertswarntheresultinginfrastructureandinnovationdeficitisjeopardizingourglobaleconomic
competitiveness Traditionallynonpartisanterritory spendingfortransportationandother
megaprojectsisnowroutinely caughtupinpolitics withDemocratsandRepublicansdividedover
howtopayforpublicworksandwhichones
MuchofAmericasinfrastructure includingitsinterstatehighwaysystem ismorethanhalfacentury
oldandinneedofseriousworktokeeppacewitharisingpopulation Highway railandairport
bottlenecksslowthemovementofgoodsandcommuters costingbillionsinwastedtimeandfueland
evenmeasurablyslowingtheeconomy
TheWorldEconomicForumputtheUS24thlastyearinthequalityofitsinfrastructure downfrom
fifthin2002 Therestofthedevelopedworldsetsasideonaverageabout53percentmoreofits
grossdomesticproductontransportationinfrastructurethantheUS does accordingtotheCouncil
onForeignRelations

National
WhyWeStillNeedaCarbonTax Forbes
Gastaxesalsoshowusthatinternational coordination ispossible andthattheUS issimplyfailing
tocoordinatewithotherdevelopedcountries Thegraphbelow fromChristopherKnittel showsthat
wehavethelowestgastaxesintheOECDbyalongshot and perhapsunsurprisingly havethe
highestpercapitausageaswell
Butintermsofgasolinetaxes manydevelopednationsaregenerallycooperatingbysettinghighgas
taxes anditstimewegotonboard ThiswillbemanytimesmoreefficientthanCAFEstandards
whichaccordingtoKnittelssummaryoftheresearchseemlikelytohaveatbestasmallimpacton
aggregatewelfareandmayevenreducewelfare Rollingbacktheplanned increasesintheCAFE
standardsinexchangeforhighergastaxesisagoodpolicytradeconservativesshouldbewillingto
make

ObamaspeedsreviewforSouthwestlightrailline StarTribune
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TheSouthwestCorridorlightrailprojectgotsomesupportfromtheWhiteHouseMondaywhen
PresidentObamapledgedtospeedupfederalreviewsneededtobuildthelinebetweenMinneapolis
andmajorsuburbs
ObamainstructedagenciestostreamlineenvironmentalreviewforpermitsneededtobuildSouthwest
andtransitprojectsinOhio
ThedecisioncouldhelpSouthwestmakeupfordelaysstemmingfromadisputeoverawardingan
engineeringcontract Engineeringworkisnowexpectedtostartbythebeginningofnextyear about
sixmonthsbehindschedule
WhilethedecisiondoesntassurefederalfundingultimatelyneededtobuildSouthwest itsbackers
werebuoyedbytheannouncement

RegionalLocal
CandidatesatAllLevelsDiscussTransportation St CloudTimes
ImprovingtheSt Cloudareastransportationinfrastructureisapriorityforcandidatesthiselection
cycle buthowthatshouldbefundedisabiggerquestion
StateandfederallegislativecandidatesspokeThursdayabouttransportationissuesattheSt Cloud
AreaTransportationSummitandCandidateForum About100peopleattendedtheevent
TheMinnesotaDepartmentofTransportationdoesnthaveenoughmoneytomaintainthecurrent
systemofroads bridgesandothermodesoftransportation andtheareareceivesthesameamount
offederaltransportationfundingasitdidinthe1990s

NewLightRailTrainsHittheTrack Finance Commerce
TheMetropolitanCouncilonWednesdaycelebratedthedeliveryofthe firstlightrailvehicleslatedfor
useontheCentralCorridorLightRailTransitline describingitsarrivalasthelatestmilestoneina
hardfoughtefforttobuildouta transitsystemintheTwinCities
MetCouncilofficialssayworkontheCentralCorridorLRTisduetobe75percentcompletebythe
endoftheyear andthatthevehiclesshouldbegintestrunsinmid2013 Though noofficialopening
datehasbeenset therearehopesofbeginningservicebyJuly15 2014 whentheMajorLeague
BaseballAllStarGamecomestoTargetField

MnDOTtoStartSt CroixBridgeWorkin2013 Finance Commerce
CrewswillstartbuildingthefoundationofthenewSt CroixBridgeinlatespring2013 ayearearlier
thanpreviouslyexpected
TheMinnesotaandWisconsindepartmentsoftransportationsaidMondaythattheycangetahead
startbybiddingtheriverpierfoundationworkasaseparate 50millioncontract whichwill beopen
forbidsinlatewinter
Previously theplanwastobidthefoundationwiththesuperstructurework
Basedoninformationfromthe 35millionloadtestingeffort theprojectteamalsoreducedthe
numberofbridgepiersfromsixtofive andshortenedthedepthofthedrillshaftsfrom160feetto
between130and140feet
Theestimatedconstructioncostis 4054million whichdoesnotincluderightofway mitigation
contingency bondsandinsurance engineeringmanagementandpreviousexpenses

SouthwestMetroBottleneckFindsRelief Finance Commerce
TheMinnesotaDepartmentofTransportationintroducedmotoriststhisweektosomeofthe 125
millionprojectsmostnotableelements newconnectionsbetweenInterstate494andHighway169
intendedtomovevehiclesseamlesslybetweenthetwohightrafficcorridors
AnewrampbetweenwestboundI494andsouthboundHighway169openedWednesdaymorning
andanewrampbetweeneastboundI494andsouthboundHighway169wasduetoopenThursday
night
AnotherconnectionfromwestboundI494tonorthboundHighway169willopennextweekanda
rampfromMarthRoadtoeastboundI494willopenlaterthismonth
InnearbyShakopee officialsarealreadycreditingtheinterchangeworkasafactorinthreerecent
businessexpansions includinga300000squarefootadditionatImagine PrintSolutionsnearing
completion

LakeStreetI35WPlansParedDown Finance Commerce
PlanstoimproveaccesstoInterstate35WintheLakeStreetcorridorarelikelytobenarrowedina
bidtocutcostsandkeeptheprojectontrack
MinneapolisandHennepinCountyofficialsconcededThursdaythatanewonrampfromLakeStreet
toI35Wwillprobablybedroppedinanefforttotrim 38millionfromtheyetunfundedinitiative
Thoughithasmoresupport anofframpfromnorthboundI35Wto28thStreet whichwouldcostan
estimated 3million isalsonowinquestion

BottineauLRTRouteHeldUpAgain Finance Commerce
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PlanstobringalightrailtransitlinefromMinneapolistoBrooklynParkcontinuetobeheldupby
concernsfromGoldenValleycouncilmemberswhoarentconvincedthetracksshouldrunthrough
theircommunity
ThelatestdelaycameWednesdaywhentheMetropolitanCouncilsTransportationAdvisoryBoard
decidedtodeferavoteonarouteproposalthatwouldbringthe13mileLRTline knownasthe
BottineauTransitway throughGoldenValley insteadofnorthMinneapolis
TheboardvoteisnowscheduledforOct 17 MembersoftheMetCouncilwill alsohavetoaffirm
whatsknownasthelocallypreferredalternativebeforeitcanbeincorporatedintotheplanning
agencyslongrangetransportationplan

UpgradetoHighway169 ElyEcho
AmajorupgradeofHighway169betweenElyandSoudanwilloccurmorethanayearlaterandwont
beasexpensiveasinitiallyindicated
AfiveandahalfmilestretchofthehighwaybetweenElyandSoudanwillbewidenedand
reconstructedinsomeareas ina 12millionto 15millionprojectthatsslatedtobegininthefallof
2014andwillforcetrafficinandoutofElytobedetouredthroughBabbitt probablyformonths
Lastweek theMinnesotaDepartmentofTransportationhaderroneouslyreportedonitswebsitethat
theprojectwouldcostasmuchas 19millionandwouldstartnextspring
MnDOTisalsoproceedingwithimprovementsto169inTowerandElynextyear aprojectthatwill
resultinnewpavementandcurbsalongSheridanStreetin2013

OtherStates
TransportationNeedstobeaTopPriorityinPA TheDailyReview
PennsylvaniahasyettorecoverfromtheLegislaturesfiveyearoldfollyoftyingtransitfunding
highwayreconstructionandbridgerepairstoanonexistentfundingsource
Thefollywas pretendingthatthestatewouldrealizebillionsofdollarsofrevenuefromnewtollson
Interstate80 apipedreamtowhichlawmakersclunguntilfederalregulatorsrejectedtheideanot
once but threetimes
NowthePennsylvaniaTurnpikeCommission whichborrowedbillionsofdollarsforhighwayprojects
inanticipationofthenonexistentI80tollrevenue is 7billionindebt upfrom 2billionin2002and
4billionin2009

Gov Corbettshoulddecideonwhichoftherecommendationsbytheadvisorycommissionheformed
tostudytransportationneedsandfunding Inevitably thoserecommendationswill imposeincreased
costsonmotoristsforregistration licensesandfuel Butthatreflectsthevastscopeoftheproblem
whichwillonlygetworsethelongeritlingers

TransportationSalesTaxHitsExpiration IslandPacket
BeaufortCountys1percenttransportationtaxexpiredtoday returningthelocalsales taxto6percent
andeliminatingthe1percentlevyonmostgroceries
Votersapprovedthetaxin2006 Ittookeffectthenextyearwiththegoalofraising 152millionfor
roadconstruction ItwasscheduledtoexpireinMarch2013orwheneverthe 152millionrevenue
capwasmet
Since2006 thecountyhasusedthesalestaxrevenuetobuildasectionoftheBlufftonParkway
improveBoundaryStreetinBeaufortandwidenUS 278 ItalsohelpedfundtheUS17wideningto
theColletonCountylineandrepavedportionsofWilliamHiltonParkwayonHiltonHeadIsland

CrumblingRoadsCostTexasDrivers 1543PerYear StarTelegram
CrumblingroadsarecostingthetypicalNorthTexasdriver 1543annually accordingtoareport
releasedTuesday
Roadswillcontinuetodeteriorateunlessnewfundingsourcesarefoundtoexpandthestatesability
tomaintainexistinghighways aswellasbuildnewroadstoaccommodateagrowingpopulation
accordingtothereporttitled FutureMobility inTexas
ThereportbyaWashingtonresearchorganizationknownasTheRoadInformationReport TRIP
wasreleasedsimultaneouslyinseveralTexascities Itestimatesthatinadequateroadsarecosting
thestate 232billionayear

StateHighwaysWillNeedMoreTaxRevenue BeaumontEnterprise
MostTexansdontliketwothings taxincreasesorbadroads Unfortunately theycouldfacea
choicebetweenoneortheother
TheproblemconfrontingtheLegislatureinthenewsessionthatbeginsinJanuaryissimple The
stateshighwaysarenotingreatshape andsomeareinlousyshape TheTexascomptroller
estimatesthatthestateneedstospendabout 14billionperyearonroadconstructiontomaintain
existingroadsandhandlesurginggrowthintraffic
Butthestates20centpergallongasolinetax theprimarysourceoffundingforhighway
construction generatesonlyabout 26billionperyear
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MargaretDonahoe WatchWhatTheAllianceCanDo
ExecutiveDirector ForYou
TheMNTransportationAlliance ClickHeretoWatchourNew3
margaret@transportationalliancecom minuteVideo
wwwtransportationalliancecom
525ParkStSte240
St Paul MN55103 2106
651 6590804
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November2012GovernmentCalendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

1
700pmAndoverP R Lynnette

7 00pmRamsey Boardof
Adj PlanningComm Kevin

5 6 7 8
ELECTIONDAY700AnokaCityCouncil 700pmAndoverCity Council 6 30Ramsey P RChris HansKevin

AnokaPlanning CommissionCancelled 7 00pmChamplin Park Rec Cory

1100amAndoverUpdate Knight
1000amAnoka Update Anderson

1213 14 15
600pmChamplin EDAmtg 700pmAndoverPlanning 630pmChamplinERC 5 00pmCableCommissionCoryWill
700pmChamplin CityCouncil CommissionCoryLynnette

7 00pmAndoverP R Lynnette

500pmAnokaHRA 700pmRamsey CityCouncil HRAChris
Will

400pm Ramsey Yourcouncil yourcommunity
Ramsey Backous1100amChamplin Update Uglem

1920 21 22
Thanksgiving700pmAnokaCityCouncil 700pmAndoverCityCouncilChrisHans

700pmChamplinPlanning Commission
Cory

5 30pmAndoverUpdate Bukkila
1000amAnokaUpdate Weaver

2627 28 29
600pmChamplin COWmtg 700pmRamsey CityCouncil
700pmChamplin CityCouncil HRACoryMatt

630pmDistrict11SchoolBoardMtg
Will

1100amChamplin Update Payer400pmRamsey Yourcouncil yourcommunity 101720121110AMTossey Strommen
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