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SpecialcopyofnewsreleaseforRamseyStarExpressriders
GetreadytoupgradeyourridefrombustotrainonNov 14

FORIMMEDIATERELEASE October29 2012

RAMSEYSTATIONTOOPENFORNORTHSTARSERVICENOV 14

RAMSEY Minn Oct 29 Northstarcommuter trainswillbeginservice tothenewly
constructedRamseyStationonWednesday Nov 14

TwelveNorthstartripswillservethestationeachweekdayduringrushhours Thestationwill
alsobe servedbysixtripsonSaturdaysandSundaysaswellasspeciallyscheduledtrainsfor
largedowntowneventssuchasVikingsgamesandSaturdayHolidazzleparades Theoneway
weekdayfarebetweenRamseyStationandMinneapolisis 350 seeotherfaresat
metrotransitorgnorthstarorcall6123733333

RamseyStationwillprovidehundreds ofdailyconnectionsforcommutersandtravelers
includingveteransaccessingthenewNorthwestMetroVAOutpatientClinicinRamsey said
MetroTransitGeneralManagerBrianLamb

LocatedbetweenElkRiverandAnokastations RamseyStationistheseventhalongthelineand
theonlynewstationaddedsinceNorthstarbeganserviceonNov 16 2009 Askywayfromthe
adjacentRamseyMunicipalParkingFacilityconnectsthestationtoparkingspacesforNorthstar
customers

Incelebrationofthestationopeningandthelinesthirdanniversary thepublicisinvitedtoenjoy
freeridesonallNorthstartrainsfromallstationsonNov 14and15 MetroTransitstaffwillbe
availableatallstationstoassistfirsttimecustomersandwillalsoprovidetransferstobusesand
theHiawathalight raillineatTargetFieldStation

Weekdaydepartures Saturdaydepartures
Southbound Northbound Southbound Northbound

516am 643am 1038am 1200pm
606am 427pm 138pm 430pm
636am 457pm 528pm 730pm
706am 527pm Sunday departures
736am 555pm 948am 1110am
521pm 645pm 1208pm 150pm

258pm 525pm

StationfundingwasprovidedbytheCityofRamsey AnokaCountyRegionalRailAuthority the
CountiesTransitImprovement Board StateofMinnesotaandMetropolitanCouncil Sheehy
Constructionisthegeneralcontractor Theprojectwillbecompletedonscheduleandwellwithin
its 132millionbudget

NorthstarisoperatedbyMetroTransit aserviceoftheMetropolitanCouncil Customersboarded
MetroTransitbusesandtrains81milliontimeslastyear

Note ThelastdayforRamseyStarExpressbusservice willbeNov 13 Watchforaspecial
WelcometoYourNewRide packetonthebuswithappreciationgiftsfromlocalbusinesses





ForImmediateRelease Nov 2 2012

Contact AnokaCounty CommissionerDanErhart
Phone 7634211884

CountyAttorneyfindsnobasisforconflictofinterestaccusation
inKSTPnewsstorytargetingAnokaCountyCommissionerDanErhart

WashingtonCountyAttorneyPeteOrputsofficehasfoundnobasisfortheconflictofinterest
claimdirectedatAnokaCountyCommissionerDanErhartinaKSTPtelevision storyaired
Mondayduringthe10pm newscast

Thestory revolvesaround Erhartbeingoneofseveralpeopleina partnership thatownsapiece
ofhuntinglandinSouthDakota Also inthepartnershipisanemployeeofacompanythatsells
bondsfor AnokaCounty

Erharthasvotedtogivecontractstothecompany KSTPreporterJayKollsintervieweda
professorwhoclaimedErharthadviolated theconflictofinterestlawsbynotdisclosinghis
relationshipwiththecompanyemployeewho inthepast performedworkforthecounty Kolls
alsointerviewedthecurrentcountyboardchairwhosaidaninvestigation wasneeded

Theprofessor board chairandreporterallgotitwrong saysErhart Hehasa legalopinionfrom
WashingtonCountyAttorneyPeteOrputsofficetobackhimup WashingtonCountyAssistant
AttorneyRichardHodsdonsays thereisnoarguableviolationofMinnesotastatutes

ThereissimplynoassociationofbusinessbetweenownershipofhuntingrealestateinSouth
DakotaandissuanceofbondsthroughAnokaCounty saidHodsdon Therefore inmy opinion
thereisnobasistoconcludethatthereisanyconflictofinterestsubject todisclosureoreventhat
meetsthedefinitionofconflictofinterest

Erhartisconsideringlegalavenuestopursuefor whatheseesasreporterJayKolls reckless
disregardofthetruth

Imsorrytoseedirtypoliticsleakintolocalelections Erhartsaid Unfoundedaccusations
candoalotofdamagetoreputationsofindividualsand infact theentirecounty Itssadsome
peopleputtheirpolitical agendasaheadofwhatsbestforresidentsandbusinessesofthe
county

Erhartfaces areelectionchallengeTuesdayinAnokaCountydistrictseven whichserves
portionsofAnoka AndoverandCoonRapids

ErhartaskedtheAnokaCountyAttorneysOfficetoreview theconflictofinterestaccusations
TherequestwasforwardedtoWashingtonCountyinordertoavoidanyappearanceofbias
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