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GovernorMarkDaytonappointsCharlieZelle
CommissioneroftheMinnesotaDepartmentof
Transportation
December12 2012

PresidentandCEOofsuccessful transportationcompanytoleadMinnesotas TransportationDepartment

ST PAUL MN TodayGovernorMarkDaytonannouncedtheappointmentofCharlie ZelleasCommissioner
oftheMinnesotaDepartmentofTransportation MnDOT ZellewillbeginhisworkatMnDOT onJanuary15
2013 succeedingCommissionerTomSorel whoresignedDecember1st 2012 tobecometheCEOofAAA
Minneapolis

CharlieZellesoutstandingrecordofinnovationintheprivatesectorwillserveMinnesotawell aswebuilda
transportationsystem whichwillserveourneedsandsupportourfuturegrowthandprosperity saidGovernor
MarkDayton IknowthatMr Zelle sverysuccessful businesscareerandhisstrongcommitmenttopublic
servicewillmakehimanoutstandingCommissionerofMnDOTatthisimportant time

Formorethan20years Zellehasserved asPresidentandCEOofJeffersonLines aMinneapolis based
transportationcompanyprovidingtravelservicesin13statesacrosstheMidwest JeffersonLinesservesover60
MinnesotacommunitiesandspecializesinconnectingruralareastodestinationsthroughoutNorthAmerica

AsCEO ZelleexpandedJeffersonLines restoredandsustainedthecompanysprofitabilitythroughnew
measuresofefficiencyandgrowth andpioneeredanationalmodelforpublicruraltransit Zellealso
modernizedthecompanysbusfleetanddevelopeda CollegeConnection programthathelpsstudentsget
backandforthfromhomeandschoolacrossfivedifferentstates OnceCommissioner Zellewillplaynorole
inmanaging thedailybusinessofJeffersonLines thoughhewillcontinuetoserveasChairoftheBoardof
Directorsofthecompany Ascommissioner Zellewillrecusehimselffrom handlinganybusinessbetween
MnDOTandJeffersonLines

ItisagreathonortojointheDayton Administrationinanareathatiscriticallyimportanttoall Minnesotans
saidZelle MnDOThasastrong reputationforinnovation andIlookforwardtohelpingleadtheagencyasit
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playsan increasinglyimportantroleinadvancingthestatesfutureprosperity throughkey investmentsin
infrastructure
InadditiontohisprofessionalworkatJeffersonLines Zellehasvolunteeredhistimeontransportationpolicy
andbusinessissues inavarietyofcapacities Zellecurrentlyserves astheChairoftheMinneapolisRegional
ChamberofCommerce amemberoftheCorridorsofOpportunityPolicyBoard andamemberofthe
MinnesotaChamberofCommerceBoardofDirectors ThisyearhewasappointedbyGovernor Daytontothe
TransportationFinanceAdvisoryCommittee TFAC AsafoundingmemberoftheItascaProject ZelleisCo
ChairofthegroupsTransportationTaskForce HeisalsoaBoardMemberandChairofthePolicyCommittee
oftheAmericanBusAssociationinWashingtonDC Additionally ZellehasservedontheExecutive
CommitteeoftheUniversity ofMinnesotaCenterforTransportationStudies CTS andchairedtheAmerican
BusAssociation

Forhisexemplaryworkintransportationpolicy Zellehasbeenrecognized asarecipientoftheGeorgeRucker
AwardbytheCommunityTransportationAssociationin2009andtheRayL LappegaardDistinguished
ServiceAwardbyCTSin2012

Zelleisalsoactiveinseveralphilanthropicandvolunteer organizations HechairstheBoardoftheJerome
Foundation anorganizationsupportingemergingartistsinMinnesotaandNewYorkCity Zellehasalsoserved
asPresidentoftheboardsoftheMinneapolisClub GuthrieTheater MeetMinneapolis andtheSt Paul
Academy HewasinductedintotheMinneapolisSt PaulMagazine sTwinCitianVolunteer HallofFamein
2002

Bornandraised inSt Paul Zellereceived aBAfrom BatesCollegeandaMBAfromtheYaleManagement
School HelivesinMinneapoliswithhiswife Julie aminister hisdaughter Charlotte 20 andhisson Nick
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