
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Regular City Council
Tuesday August 27, 2013

7:00 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Presentation
1)  Mayor Strommen will read the Proclamation for Constitution Week.  If a representative of the
Daughters of the American Revolution is present, Mayor Strommen will present them with the
proclamation.

 

3. Citizen Input
 

4. Consent Agenda
 

1. Note the Following Boards and Commissions Meeting Minutes:

Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes Dated June 13, 2013
Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes Dated July 1, 2013
Economic Development Authority Meeting Minutes Dated July 11, 2013
Economic Development Authority Meeting Minutes Dated July 18, 2013
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Dated July 18, 2013

 

2. Approve the Following Meeting Minutes:
1.  City Council Work Session - August 13, 2013
2.  City Council Regular - August 13, 2013

 

3. Approve License Applications
 

4. Approve Environmental Policy Board's 2013-2014 Proposed Work Plan

 

5. Approve the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan
 

6. Approve Receipt of Pedestrian and Bicycle Trail Easement
 

7. Approve Revised Site Plan and Development Permit for McDonald's
 

8. Consider Response to City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendment for South Ferry Street Area
 

9. Adopt Resolution #13-08-141 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of
Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of August 8, 2013 through August 21, 2013

 

10. Adopt Resolution #13-08-138 Proclaiming September 17 - 23, 2013 as Constitution Week
 

11. Adopt Resolution #13-08-143 Appointing Councilmember Johns to the Finance Committee
 

  

  



12. Adopt Resolution #13-08-137 Authorizing Partial Payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC for Project
13-11 COR TWO-Sunwood Retail Stage One

 

5. Approve Agenda
 

6. Public Hearing
 

7. Council Business
 

1. Adopt Ordinance #13-15 to Establish Armstrong Boulevard Interchange Overlay District
 

2. Adopt Ordinance #13-16 Amending City Code Relating to Surfacing Requirements in the Official Map
Overlay District and Other Highway 10 Improvement Impact Areas

 

3. Adopt Resolution #13-08-147 Requesting that Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment Authority
(ACHRA) Allocate $215,561 of its 2014 Levy toward Economic Development Activities in the City of
Ramsey

 

4. Report from the Personnel Committee – August 27, 2013

Case 2 of 4: Resolution to End a Part-time Building Maintenance Worker’s Probation
Case 3 of 4: Resolution to Hire a Building Official and Continue Relationship with St. Francis
Case 4 of 4: Resolution to Recruit for an Engineering Technician III

Note: Case 1 of 4 was for discussion only.
 

8. Mayor/Council/Staff Input
1)  Reminder:  The Farmer's Market is open from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. each Thursday - adjacent to
The Amphitheater in The Draw
2)  Also -  Entertainment in the Amphitheater each Thursday from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

 

9. Adjournment
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 

The Ramsey Park and Recreation Commission conducted a regular meeting on June 13, 2013 at 

Alpine Park, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Commission Members Present: Chairperson Angela Olsen 

     Vice Chair Shane Bennett 

     Commissioner Richard Chubb 

     Commissioner Thomas Mobry 

      

Commission Members Absent: Commissioner Bridgett Barr (excused) 

     Commissioner Andrew Fyten (excused) 

     Commissioner David Minke (excused) 

 

Also Present:   Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent, Mark Riverblood 

    Intern, Andrew Langholz 

    Resident, Jill Johns 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Olsen called the Park and Recreation Commission meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Chubb, seconded by Commissioner Bennett, to approve the Park and 

Recreation Commission meeting agenda as presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Olsen, Commissioners Chubb, Bennett, and Mobry.  

No: None.  Absent: Commissioners Barr, Fyten, and Minke. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes dated May 9, 2013 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mobry, seconded by Commissioner Bennett, to approve the following 

Park and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes: 

 

1) Park and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes dated May 9, 2013. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Olsen, Commissioners Mobry, Bennett, and Chubb.  

No: None.  Absent: Commissioners Barr, Fyten, and Minke. 

 

5. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

5.01: Consider Volunteer Landscape Improvements for Fox Park 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reviewed the Volunteer Landscape 

Improvements for Fox Park.  Fox Park is an approximate 22 acre neighborhood park (largely 

wetland) located in the northeast quadrant of Ramsey.  The park was dedicated in the early 

1990’s and soon thereafter developed with playground, tennis court, and trail with boardwalk 

connecting the north and south portions that are separated by wetland.   

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood noted in 2012, Excel Energy cleared 

all trees under the transmission line that is over the south property line of the park - leaving that 

prominent portion of the park stark in appearance.  Neighborhood resident Brooke Beaton is 

proposing landscaping this area in a manner that is consistent with vegetation under power lines, 

and one that is not unduly labor intensive.  It was noted that Ms. Beaton was present to describe 

her ideas, which include a neighborhood fund-raising plan for the landscape materials.  At this 

time there are no municipal funding needs known.   

 

Brooke Beaton, resident near Fox Park, presented her ideas for landscaping at the park.  Because 

of the loss of trees, much of the wildlife has disappeared.  She is pulling members from the 

Anoka Ramsey Women of Today to help with this project.  She provided photographs for the 

Commission review.  Ms. Beaton has been working with Green Valley Greenhouse and has 

developed a proposal showing plantings, etc.  The plan would be to remove the tree stumps and 

fill the area in with plantings.  The plants selected will attract the wildlife back to the area.  

Perennial gardens will also be planted.  Some plantings around the outhouse would also be 

added.  The estimated price for the full scale planting totals $6000.  The women she works with 

would do as much of the planting as they could and so far, $1000 has been raised by the group.  

She believes this is a great project for her group.  She has received positive response from the 

neighborhood around the park.   

 

Commissioner Bennett asked if there was an estimate on the cost of stump removal.   

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated the City could do it with a 

backhoe or with a stump grinder, which would be a slow process.   

 

Chairperson Olsen asked if there are any monies in the capital improvement fund.   

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated he would like to meet with 

Brooke and go over the scope of the project and possibly come up with some City monies that 

may be available.  He suggested the Anoka, Ramsey, Andover Women of Today adopt the park.   

 

Ms. Beaton stated that has been discussed. 

 

Jill Johns, 6043 174
th

 Avenue NW, asked if there is a grant available.   
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Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated there is and the cap is $5,000.   

 

Chairperson Olsen thanked Ms. Beaton for her work on this.   

 

Commissioner Mobry asked if Green Valley may donate some of the plantings.   

 

Ms. Beaton stated Green Valley may be open to that as they have been very good to work with.  

They have offered 20% discount on all plants purchased for this project.   

 

The consensus of the Commission was to further explore this project.   

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated the plan can be looked at 

more closely with possible revisions to the types and locations of some of the plants.   

 

Ms. Beaton stated possibly with the planting plan the stumps could remain.   

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated some top soil could be 

brought in to cover the stumps.   

 

Commissioner Bennett suggested a meeting be held before the next Commission meeting at the 

Park to look at the suggestions with Ms. Beaton.   

 

6. COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

Commissioner Chubb noted at Fox Park, some of the boards along the walkway are loose and 

need to be secured.   

 

6:01: ARAA’s Proposal to Contribute Batting Cages for Alpine Park 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reviewed he met with ARAA 

yesterday and they are proposing to contribute 2 or 4 batting cages at Alpine Park.  Staff will be 

working with ARAA to determine specifications.  They may need a little money to close the gap.  

The location of the batting cages will need to be determined.   

 

6:02: Status of 2013 Parks Capital Improvements 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reviewed last month they had met at 

Elmcrest Park to look at the proposed plan for improvements to that park.  The City Council met 

in Work Session and good input was received from the Council on the Parks Capital 

Improvement Plan.   
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6:03: Upcoming Planning for the Proposed Lake and Public Space within The COR 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood noted the Plan 5.0 for The COR 

does not include a detailed plan for the proposed lake and public space.  The City needs to decide 

how the lake would be designed.  The Park Commission will be reviewing the specifications for 

the next six months and will be reviewed with other commissions within the City and the City 

Council.  Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood will keep the Commission 

up to date on the progress.  Collection of digital plans from other City developments similar to 

what is imagined for The COR.   

 

6.04:  Review May 18 Volunteer Tree Planting at North Commons 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reported the tree planting was done 

in the rain.  All trees were planted and mulched.  One resident showed up.   

 

Chairperson Olsen asked if the North Commons playground would be constructed. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated it was approved by the City 

Council.  Additionally, the playground for Elmcrest will be part of the building project there but 

the footprint design and traffic flow needs to be decided.  Vendors will be asked to help with 

developing plans for the playground and the associated landscape at Elmcrest.   

 

6.05: Update on The Draw Summer Event Series 

 

It was noted that a couple more sponsors were secured for the Draw Summer Event Series and 

Andrew Langholz, Park and Recreation Intern, will be handling the events.  The first concert is 

June 20
th

.  

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bennett, seconded by Commissioner Chubb, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Olsen, Commissioners Bennett, Chubb, and Mobry.  

No: None.  Absent: Commissioners Barr, Fyten and Minke. 

 

The Park and Recreation Commission meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
____________________________ 

Mark Riverblood 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent 

 

Drafted by Debbie Wolfe 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, July 1, 2013, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Rum River 

Conference Room at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, 

Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Michael Max 

   Board Member Bob Bentz 

Board Member Larry Lewis 

   Board Member Tara Prendergast 

   Board Member Michael Valentine 

 

Members Absent:  Board Member Michael Hiatt 

   Board Member Thomas Stodola 

 

Also Present:  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

   Development Services Manager Tim Gladhill 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Max called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Valentine and seconded by Board Member Lewis to approve the 

agenda as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Max, Board Member Valentine, Lewis, Bentz, and 

Prendergast.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Members Hiatt and Stodola. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated June 3, 2013 

 

Motion by Board Member Valentine and seconded by Board Member Bentz to approve the 

regular meeting minutes dated June 3, 2013. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Max, Board Member Valentine, Bentz, Lewis, and 

Prendergast.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Members Hiatt and Stodola. 

 

5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 
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5.01: Consider Draft 2013-2014 Work Plan  

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated 

that in reviewing the information, the tree sale is trending in the wrong direction and did not 

believe that it would be beneficial for the Board to continue with that event.  He stated that if the 

Board wishes to continue with the event, changes would need to be made and more participation 

from the Board would be required, but stated that the percentage of sales to Ramsey residents 

does not appear to merit continuing.   

 

Chairperson Max stated that although he understood the merit behind discontinuing the tree sale, 

he thought it a bit ironic that the tree sale would be discontinued at the same time the Board is 

expressing the intent for the City to lead by example and be more environmentally proactive. 

 

Board Member Bentz suggested selling trees in the fall during the Expo rather than holding it in 

the spring. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that the logistics of having the 

trees onsite at Happy Days would prevent that from occurring.  He noted that perhaps a local 

nursery would want to sell trees with a voucher system during the Business Expo.  He stated that 

if the Board would like to further discuss the tree sale the language should be included in the 

Work Plan.   

 

Board Member Valentine stated that he understood the irony but suggested that the program be 

reviewed under the overall context and noted that energy may be better served in another area. 

 

Chairperson Max stated that perhaps it would be best to not hold the tree sale for the next year or 

two and focus efforts on other areas that could then create a demand for a future tree sale. 

 

Board Member Lewis commented that while he would not rule out the tree sale as dead, he 

would postpone discussions until early winter. 

 

Community Development Manager Gladhill discussed the Housing Assistance Policy and the 

process of review by the Planning Commission and City Council prior to tonight.  He asked that 

the Board review the best management practices and provide input.  He stated that the intent 

tonight was simply to request that the Board add the item to their Work Plan.  He noted that 

additional guidance would be provided in the future.  He also provided an update on the Strategic 

Plan and noted that a presentation should be forthcoming.   

 

Chairperson Max questioned the difference between this and overall landscape issues. 

 

Community Development Manager Gladhill provided examples and noted that the policy would 

apply citywide but would also address projects that exceed the minimum standards in return for 

financial assistance from the City.  He stated that the City does not have a large pool of money to 

assist in housing developments and noted that the funds that are there should be used to assist in 

the creation of a shining star of the type of development the City would like to see.  He estimated 

that work would begin by the Board in one to two months and noted that this should be a quality 

project.  He referenced the Strategic Plan and commented that the City Administrator and Mayor 
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are working together to develop a Communication Plan to introduce the Strategic Plan.  He 

stated that there are a number of goals identified in the Plan that would tie into the work 

completed by the Board.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that the agendas for the near 

future will be very full and noted that the Work Plan would most likely be reviewed by the City 

Council at a regular meeting rather than a Work Session prior to a regular meeting.  He stated 

that it is likely that the Mayor and City Administrator may want to meet with the Board directly 

to present the Communication Plan for the Strategic Plan.   

 

Chairperson Max suggested that an item should be included on the Work Plan that states the 

Board will continue public outreach via the City newsletter and QCTV.  He also believed the tree 

inventory should be included as an implementation project. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson confirmed that the Board was 

comfortable with the four categories and the language used.  He noted that the Board is 

somewhat limited in the amount of work they can take on with 12 meetings per year.  He noted 

that it would be the decision of the Board whether to present the Work Plan to the Council prior 

to the Communication Plan presentation. 

 

Chairperson Max stated that perhaps it would be beneficial to have discussion by Subcommittees 

for specific topics in the future.  He stated that he did not think it would matter when the Work 

Plan was presented to the City Council. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that while he would prefer to 

meet with the City Council at a Work Session, which would not be possible in the near future, 

but agreed that it would not hurt to present earlier. 

 

Board Member Lewis questioned if a copy of the Work Plan could be sent to the Council in a 

packet form for review prior to the presentation from the Board. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that he would forward the 

document to City Councilmember Letourneau and ask if he would be comfortable distributing 

that information to the Council.  He stated that the plates of the Council are pretty full and was 

unsure of the amount of time the Councilmembers would have. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill noted that the City Attorney should review that 

possibility to ensure open meeting laws are not violated. 

 

Board Member Bentz stated that from experience he would say to present the information to the 

City Council at a regular meeting, as much discussion is not had at Work Sessions for this item, 

and noted that if the Council felt further discussion was warranted they could direct the item to a 

Work Session.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that perhaps he can speak with 

the Council Liaison and have him enter the draft Work Plan at a regular Council meeting and 

enter the document into the record at that time, with the possibility of a Work Session in the 

future. 
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Motion by Board Member Lewis and seconded by Board Member Valentine to approve the 2014 

Work Plan as discussed and present the Work Plan through the Council Liaison at the next City 

Council meeting for review and input. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Max, Board Member Lewis, Valentine, Bentz, and 

Prendergast.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Members Hiatt and Stodola. 

 

5.02: Review Draft Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan  

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report and briefly 

reviewed the draft version of the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan for the benefit of newer 

Board Members that have not seen the information.  He also reviewed the proposed presentation 

for the Council that had been prepared in the past.  He noted that it is difficult to detect the 

Emerald Ash Borer early and there are no natural predators.  He advised that there is ongoing 

research to determine a better method of treatment and identification.  He noted that a number of 

items included in the Plan are already being implemented; highlighting the tree inventory that 

still needs to be completed.  He provided additional information on the many benefits that would 

be provided through a tree inventory and explained the definition of street or boulevard trees to 

be City maintained trees.  He stated that unlike other species, when Ash trees die they become 

very brittle very quickly which is another unfortunate side effect of having a large inventory of 

Ash trees.   

 

Board Member Bentz stated that perhaps the action should begin now rather than waiting for the 

bug to get here. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that many of the items have 

already been implemented. 

 

Board Member Bentz questioned why quarantine is not instituted now in order to further delay 

the arrival. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that the State does not like to 

make that decision until there is proof.  He explained that this policy was drafted by the EPB in 

2010 and advised that the City stopped allowing Ash trees to be planted on public property 

around 2008.  He explained that while the City can discourage the planting of Ash trees on 

private property, they did not want to limit a resident’s right to plant the type of tree desired. 

 

Motion by Board Member Valentine and seconded by Board Member Lewis to recommend that 

the City Council adopt the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Max, Board Member Valentine, Lewis, Bentz, and 

Prendergast.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Members Hiatt and Stodola. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that it would be his intent to 

group as many items as he could together for presentation to the City Council and asked that as 

many Board Members as possible attend the meeting, whether that occur at a regular or work 

session meeting. 
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5.03: Rain Garden Demonstration Project Update  

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report.  He noted that 

the Parks Supervisor will be meeting someone onsite to discuss the prairie restoration project 

also on the Alpine Park site.  He advised that he has been invited to attend the meeting as well 

and hoped that he would be able to pull the expert over to this site to obtain further suggestions 

for this project.   

 

Chairperson Max questioned if this was the best location for a demonstration site because it does 

not have very wet conditions. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that the intent of a rain garden is 

not to hold water, but noted that the soil could be amended onsite to delay the absorption of the 

water. 

 

Board Member Bentz stated that the project should have similar soils to Ramsey residents and 

should not be amended. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson noted that the expert would be able to 

provide some good feedback the following day.  He confirmed that the intent would be to use 

gallon size plants to create a fairly quick visual impact.  He also confirmed that staff will take 

pictures before, during and after.  He asked that the Board consider holding the planting on a 

weekday, possibly before a regular EPB meeting and noted that the regular meeting could be 

held onsite at the park.  He stated that if everything were to come together the planting could 

occur in conjunction with the August Board meeting.   

 

5.04: Environmental Expo Update  

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the staff report, noting that he 

did receive a fourth confirmation of registration (Home Depot) for exhibitors.  He noted that in 

conversations with Mayor Strommen, she would try to verify the availability of the desired 

keynote speaker within the next two weeks.  He confirmed that it is not unusual to only have a 

few exhibitors confirmed at this time and verified that he would accept assistance from Board 

Members in the recruitment of exhibitors.   

 

Board Member Prendergast confirmed that there is no charge for the Environmental Expo 

exhibitors.   

 

Chairperson Max noted that petting zoos have been widely popular. 

 

Board Member Bentz stated that perhaps the petting zoo could be included, but not funded 

through the EPB. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson confirmed that it was his understanding 

that the desire was not to fund the petting zoo through the EPB but to ensure that this would not 

conflict with the exhibitors for the Expo.  He referenced the Subcommittee, which met following 
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the June meeting to develop the five survey questions that could be presented to residents at the 

Expo.   

 

Board Member Bentz commented that some of his neighbors verified that they would be willing 

to complete the survey.   

 

Chairperson Max stated that he believed the questions to be a great start and advised of additions 

that he would make including the addition of a scale and different language suggestions. 

 

Board Member Lewis referenced question four and the desired information that would be 

obtained. 

 

Board Member Valentine stated that he viewed it as a measure of engagement for residents. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson confirmed that Chairperson Max will 

work to wordsmith some of the questions and bring that information back for further review at 

the August meeting.  He noted that he would prefer to reserve a booth with electricity for the 

Board at the Expo and conduct the survey on a site such as Survey Monkey.  He advised that at 

the direction of the Board the survey could be left open for a specific length of time to allow 

additional resident response.   

 

Board Member Prendergast stated that some of the items she was unsure of and questioned if 

some of the answers should be more than a yes or no answer.  She also noted that “green” could 

have many different interpretations.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson referenced the green question and stated 

that perhaps that item should be tweaked because of the broad interpretation of “green” and the 

level of understanding for those not familiar with environmental issues.  He noted that if a date 

for survey results was listed it should be estimated as the January/February issue of the 

newsletter as that would allow time for the Board to compile the results.  He advised that a 

snapshot of the results could be published in the newsletter with full results available online.   

 

Board Member Bentz noted that it would also be helpful for staff and the City Council to 

complete the survey as well. 

 

6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 

 Monthly Recycling Event 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson advised that the first monthly collection 

event hosted by Ace Solid Waste took place about two weeks ago.  He noted that he intends to 

send a mailing before the July and August events to promote the monthly events.  He advised 

that he was unable to send a mailing before the June event but noted that Ace sent out electronic 

notification to their customers.  He reported that even with very minimal marketing for the June 

event, there were still about 50 participants.  He advised that the fall event will still take place in 

September. 
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7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Lewis and seconded by Board Member Valentine to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Community Development Secretary 

 

 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
CITY OF RAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) conducted a regular meeting on 
Thursday, July 11, 2013, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, 
Minnesota.

Members Present: Chairperson Jim Steffen 
Member Phillip Brunt
Member John LeTourneau (arrived at 7:34 a.m.)
Member Chris Riley
Member Wayne Skaff
Member Kristine Williams

Members Absent: Member Glen Hardin

Also Present: Patrick Brama, Assistant to the City Administrator
Tim Gladhill, Development Services Manager
Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator

Guests: Tom Anderson
Tim Nichols
Dick Tollette

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Steffen called the Economic Development Authority meeting to order at 7:31 a.m.

2. APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Member Riley, seconded by Member Skaff, to approve the agenda.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Steffen, Members Riley, Skaff, Brunt, LeTourneau, 
and Williams.  Voting No:  None. Absent: Member Hardin. 

3. APPROVE MINUTES

3.01: Approve EDA Meeting Minutes Dated June 6, 2013

Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member Brunt, to approve the minutes dated June 6,
2013.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Steffen, Members Skaff, Brunt, LeTourneau, Riley, 
and Williams.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member Hardin. 
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4. EDA BUSINESS

4.01: Discussion of 167th Avenue and Highway 47 Node

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama provided a brief history of this node and stated this 
topic has been discussed with the City Council and EDA for a number of years and a number of 
studies and conceptual plans have been completed including retail analysis studies. He reported 
that a meeting with the property owners was held on June 5th and a summary of that meeting was 
included in the agenda. He stated that all of the property owners except the cabinet property
indicated an interest in selling the property, all of the property owners indicated they were 
interested in the EDA sponsoring a marketing package, and all of the property owners indicated 
they were willing to consider a Comprehensive Plan amendment.  He advised that Rum River 
Hills is interested in pursuing a residential development and staff met with an ownership group 
from Rum River Hills in June to review a preliminary concept proposal.  He presented a concept 
map of the Rum River Hills proposal and stated the proposal includes a residential development 
with approximately 250 townhome units.  He stated part of this proposal includes a request by 
Rum River Hills for an underpass near TH47 that would be used by golfers and provides a 
benefit for pedestrians getting across TH47.  He stated the proposal also includes extension of 
sewer service and it is estimated this extension would cost approximately $1.5 million, adding 
the City has a sewer fund balance of $3.4 million and it would be possible to utilize that funding 
source to extend sewer service.  He indicated the underpass is estimated to cost approximately 
$400,000 and not $500,000 as noted in the staff report and Rum River Hills has asked the City to 
consider participating financially in the cost of the underpass.  He advised that Rum River Hills 
has requested the City consider TIF financing and staff has determined that $3.1 million in future 
dollars would be available through TIF if the project came to fruition. He pointed out that 
establishment of a redevelopment TIF district would require the City to correct blight issues on
the north side.  He stated that Rum River Hills has asked the City to participate financially with 
sewer costs and it is predicted that the City would recoup approximately half its costs through 
connections to the sewer system. He stated that Rum River Hills has also asked that the City 
consider donating the land needed for the golf holes.  He added the total value of the support 
requested from the City is approximately $2.1 million. 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated that the Peterson parcel includes substantial 
wetland and any development plans will need to consider potential wetland impacts; in addition, 
there is a large gas line easement through the City owned parcel. 

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama stated the City’s financial consultant has determined 
that a redevelopment TIF district is conceptually possible but it will be important to make sure 
the City meets the criteria for a TIF redevelopment district.

Mr. Tom Anderson provided a brief history of their previous work on this site and stated their 
original proposal included 71 units on approximately six acres and they believe that the site can 
be increased to fifteen acres and the number of housing units increased accordingly.  He 
expressed appreciation to City staff for their work on the concept plans. 

Mr. Tim Nichols stated he owns a number of different development companies that develop
senior housing as well as market rate rental housing and has spent a lot of time working with 
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communities and developers on similar projects, with the most recent project in Apple Valley.  
He indicated their senior housing focus includes Summerhill, Seasons, and Gramercy, as well as 
the Real Life Cooperative in Coon Rapids. 

Mr. Dick Tollette stated if this project were to move forward they would have to be on a slow 
pace because the golf holes would have to be playable since they cannot be in a situation where
they would have to shut down for a year.

Chairperson Steffen asked about access on the east side. 

Mr. Tom Anderson stated they would have to deal with Mn/DOT on access and believe that 
access would come off 167th with a new service road. 

Chairperson Steffen requested further information regarding types of housing.

Mr. Tim Nichols stated that market demands and the desires of the community will need to be 
considered to make sure market demands are met and the City’s vision is achieved, adding he 
felt that some higher density would be required in this project. 

Member LeTourneau stated the master vision around this node is about commercial development
and returning the 167th node back to a viable retail and commercial center.  He felt that a housing 
piece is needed, adding he liked how the concept plan dovetails with the golf course and brings 
this corridor together. He requested further information about the housing stock and target 
demographic. 

Mr. Tim Nichols stated they will look at the total development and how residential housing is 
going to impact the entire community, adding he felt that housing is required to make a 
successful retail node because the retail will spur out of a well-planned residential development.

Mr. Tom Anderson felt the demographics would be an age bracket of 45-50 and up. He stated 
they feel this is a win-win situation for all parties and for the golf course, they need something to 
keep their operation viable and this is a way for them to retire their debt and make a viable golf 
course; for the bank, it recovers some value out of the property; for the City, it provides an 
opportunity to redevelop that area and make it viable again and the two golf holes on the City 
owned property will make good use of this property. 

Chairperson Steffen asked if there are any zoning issues with the site. 

Development Services Manager Gladhill replied the City will need to look at how the proposal 
transitions to adjacent areas and if the proposal is compatible with the surrounding area. He 
indicated the green space associated with the golf course creates a buffer to the surrounding 
single-family area and the wetlands create separation as well. 

Chairperson Steffen asked if the buildings to the north would have to be demolished.

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama replied in the affirmative and stated the premise 
behind TIF districts is to address blighted areas and if a redevelopment TIF district is created, the 
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City will need to make sure the blight issue is addressed. He added that a developer might be 
willing to take out the properties on the north side as part of an overall grant through the State. 

Mr. Tom Anderson indicated they see this as a PUD and understand that redeveloping the area 
on the north side is key to securing TIF money. 

Member Skaff stated he was encouraged by the concept plan and what it could do for the City.

Member Riley stated that the project needs to focus on the north side as well in order to make it 
work, adding he felt the concept plan sounded good. He asked about what happens to park 
access to Elmcrest Park.

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated there is temporary access off Quicksilver and the 
ultimate plan includes a realignment of Quicksilver with the park access road. 

It was the consensus of the EDA to pursue the preliminary proposal presented by Rum River 
Hills, including a willingness to consider assistance for the sewer connection, a TH47 underpass, 
and a land write down. 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated the proposal includes a number of land use 
planning items and suggested that the Planning Commission review these items in August to 
discuss the land use concept. 

Member Riley expressed concern that there would not be enough TIF funds available for cleanup 
and redevelopment of the north side of the site. 

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama acknowledged Member Riley’s concern and agreed 
the City would need to address this as part of establishing a redevelopment TIF district.  He 
indicated if the City could combine the TIF funds with State money the City might be able to put 
together a comprehensive plan for the entire side.  He agreed that Rum River Hills needs to 
include a plan for the north side.  

Chairperson Steffen thanked the representatives from Rum River Hills for attending the meeting.

Mr. Brama indicated that staff will further investigate available DEED programs and stated there 
are some redevelopment programs through the State that could be used in conjunction with TIF
or separately to help with this area. He advised that Community Pride Bank continues to make
frequent inquiries regarding a potential rezoning of properties on the north side for industrial or 
manufacturing type uses and has asked staff to inquire whether the EDA has had a shift in its 
policy direction. He noted the ownership group indicated they were not opposed to rezoning 
these retail properties on the north side to allow warehouse or industrial uses. 

Chairperson Steffen stated the EDA and Planning Commission have considered the rezoning and 
both bodies have indicated they are not interested in changing the zoning.

Mr. Brama advised the EDA previously indicated it was interested in pursuing a marketing 
package for this node and the ownership group has expressed an interest in a marketing package.
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He requested permission from the EDA to obtain proposals for a marketing package to present to 
the EDA for review. 

Member LeTourneau noted that the staff report includes information regarding current property 
owners, maps, and financial assistance options and suggested publicizing this information on the 
City’s website as a form of marketing package instead of going out and paying for something.
He added he felt the stakeholders should participate in the distribution and cost of any marketing 
package.

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama agreed to prepare a revised marketing information 
package for review by the EDA at its next meeting.  He indicated the City has limited capability 
from a marketing perspective and asked the EDA to consider listing with a broker or someone 
with a larger reach for investors. He agreed to present the EDA with options regarding 
marketing at its next meeting. 

Chairperson Steffen stated he would like to see the owners agree to list the site together with one 
sign and one broker and requested that staff discuss this with the ownership group.

City Administrator Ulrich indicated that a potential compromise that could add value is to clear 
the site and consolidate the parcels for sale. He stated the EDA could front the money to clear 
the site if the property owners agreed to list the site with one realtor and sell it as a block. He 
stated the City could also offer assistance with demolition costs. 

Member Williams felt that offering any demolition assistance and/or incenting the property 
owners to work together needs to be part of a bigger plan and felt the property owners and 
brokers should be leading that effort, adding the EDA’s appropriate role is as a facilitator. 

Mr. Brama stated that one DEED program allows a 50% match to a developer or city to demolish 
buildings to redevelop a parcel and the City could get a grant for eligible costs.  He stated 
another DEED program includes a loan program from the State to purchase and demolish 
properties.  He stated if the City were able to redevelop the north side, half the loan would be 
forgiven and a benefit of the loan program is that the City would not have to make repayment for 
two years. He added the grant program would be advertised through the marketing package and 
the demolition costs for the three buildings could be part of the marketing package. 

Member Brunt stated it was his impression that the EDA agreed that a housing development in 
this area would lead to a better performing commercial node that included both the north and 
south side. He expressed concern that the Rum River Hills proposal is for the south side only 
and felt that any development proposal has to include both the north and south sides.  He asked if 
the Rum River Hills representatives understand that the EDA wants a development proposal for 
the entire site. 

Chairperson Steffen stated the Rum River Hills representatives know something has to happen 
on the north side, adding he did not think it has to be one developer for the whole site.  He stated 
he felt the City should be the facilitator and the City can help them put together a marketing 
package and select a broker. 
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Member LeTourneau suggested the City facilitate a meeting between the property owners on the 
north side to talk about making this one parcel, followed by a second meeting with the north and 
south sides about how the site can be built collaboratively; following those meetings, the City 
will have a better understanding about their willingness to work together.  

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama stated the properties to the north are all willing to sell 
and they are willing to market the site collectively.

Member LeTourneau stated the property owners on the north side are still asking for a 
manufacturing use and they need to talk about this as one large retail development parcel. 

City Administrator Ulrich suggested sharing the Rum River Hills concept drawings with the 
property owners on the north side to explain this as a holistic concept and to discuss whether to 
consolidate the parcels. 

Member Riley stated the EDA backed off from saying this should be retail and the City was told 
retail will not work and the City has proof that it is not working.

Member LeTourneau stated that for years the City has been talking about restoring this area as a 
commercial node and was concerned that the EDA might not be aligned on this issue. 

Member Williams felt this was a viable retail node even though there are some who say it is not 
viable. She added that housing starts in the City will help retail and commercial development in 
the City.

Member Brunt stated it was his understanding that the vision talked about by the EDA was that 
the north side be grouped together with any proposal for the south side and include housing.  He 
felt if you put enough houses in, there will be commercial development in this area. 

Members Skaff and Brunt left the meeting at 9:20 a.m.

Mr. Brama suggested further discussion by the EDA at its next meeting regarding the vision for 
this node. 

Member LeTourneau stated he would like to have this discussion sooner rather than later in order 
to keep the process moving forward. 

After further discussion, it was the consensus of the EDA to schedule a special meeting on 
Thursday, July 18, 2013, at 7:00 a.m. 

4.02: Discuss Potential Future Industrial Park Land

This item was tabled and was not discussed.
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4.03: Business Appreciation Golf Tournament Update

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama requested input regarding the giveaway items for the 
business appreciation golf tournament.  He stated that staff would like to have one booth at the 
golf tournament instead of two booths to save on resources. 

It was the consensus of the EDA to direct staff to select the giveaway items for the golf 
tournament.  It was also the consensus of the EDA to have one booth at the golf tournament.

4.04: Community Development Update

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama presented the Community Development Department 
written update.

4.05: EDA Updates

None.

5. MEMBER/STAFF INPUT

None.

6. ADJOURNMENT

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority adjourned at 9:34 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________
Kurtis G. Ulrich, City Administrator

ATTEST:

______________________________
Patrick Brama, Assistant to the City Administrator

Draft by Barbara Hughes
(TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.)
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
CITY OF RAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) conducted a special meeting on 
Thursday, July 18, 2013, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, 
Minnesota.

Members Present: Chairperson Jim Steffen 
Member Phillip Brunt
Member John LeTourneau
Member Chris Riley
Member Wayne Skaff
Member Kristine Williams

Members Absent: Member Glen Hardin

Also Present: Patrick Brama, Assistant to the City Administrator
Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Steffen called the Economic Development Authority meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.

2. APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member LeTourneau, to approve the agenda.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Steffen, Members Skaff, LeTourneau, Brunt, Riley, 
and Williams.  Voting No:  None. Absent: Member Hardin. 

3. APPROVE MINUTES

3.01: Approve EDA Meeting Minutes Dated July 11, 2013

Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Brunt, to approve the minutes dated July 
11, 2013.

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Steffen, Members LeTourneau, Brunt, Riley, Skaff, 
and Williams.  Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member Hardin. 
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4. EDA BUSINESS

4.01: Statement of Goals:  167th Avenue and Highway 47 Node

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama presented a draft Statement of Goals for the 167/47
node and stated the purpose of the Statement of Goals is intended to guide City participation in 
the redevelopment of the 167/47 node and identify a common goal, common vision, and working 
parameters.  He pointed out that all final decisions related to this node are subject to City Council 
approval.  He stated the Goal is to improve and/or remove blighted properties and encourage 
sustainable market-driven redevelopment of the 167/47 node that will benefit the entire City.  He
presented a map of the 167/47 node delineating the primary and secondary areas of concern and
requested input regarding the wording of the Goal, explaining that if the goal of City 
involvement is to remove blighted properties, the Goal specifically states that these blighted 
properties need to be addressed with the redevelopment of this node.  He recited the Vision 
statement in the draft Statement of Goals and noted the document references market driven
development with a mixture of residential and retail uses.  He advised the Parameters state the 
City does not support purchasing property to redevelop the 167/47 node and the City supports
facilitating an ownership group meeting to achieve a consistent, collaborative approach with a 
single voice among all property owners.  He stated the EDA previously expressed an interest in 
the idea of sponsoring a professional marketing package with the idea that the EDA will manage 
and facilitate any marketing efforts at a high level.  He advised that professional marketing 
material could be developed in partnership with the City and marketed by a third party broker or, 
alternatively, professional marketing material could be developed and marketed internally by the 
City.  He stated the Parameters also state that the City would support a Comprehensive Plan and
Zoning Amendment to allow retail or residential land uses and the City does not support a 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Amendment to allow warehouse or light manufacturing land 
uses.  He stated the Parameters include a list of financial tools available and requested input 
regarding the statement that the EDA will not consider City financial assistance for proposals 
that do not address the existing blighted properties in this node. He advised that the Parameters 
also state the City would be willing to consider utilizing Sewer Fund dollars to construct a trunk 
sewer line to serve this node, adding that without the trunk sewer line it would be challenging to 
get interest from developers to invest in this area.

Member Skaff questioned whether a church might be an appropriate use for this property. 

Member LeTourneau stated the City might not want to actively pursue a church in this particular 
area if the goal is to improve the City’s tax base. 

City Administrator Ulrich stated the goals do not specifically address the City’s tax base and the 
City will have to decide whether the main discussion is about building the tax base or cleaning
up this node as well as whether to allow any tax exempt use in this area, e.g., a church or school. 

Mr. Brama pointed out that a lot of the economic development tools available ask specific 
questions about tax base and jobs creation so it would be challenging to use those economic 
development tools if the property was tax exempt. 
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Member LeTourneau felt it would be a good idea to expand the Goal to include language about 
the City’s tax base noting that it is inferred in the word “improve.”  He agreed that a 
manufacturing use should not be allowed in this node and felt it may be possible to achieve the 
goal for this area even with a church on the site.  He requested that the EDA further discuss the 
public input process and the timing of that public input, i.e., whether to have a policy statement 
in place before seeking public input or to ask for public input on the policy statement, and stated 
he felt it was important to create an opportunity for public input early on in the process. 

Member Riley preferred asking for public input sooner rather than later adding the City has not 
made any hard and fast decisions related to this node and is trying to clean up the area and is 
open to suggestions for redeveloping the site. 

Member Williams noted that the City does not own this property and the three property owners 
have to buy into the City’s goals for the site and be open to listening to any public input.  

City Administrator Ulrich suggested engaging residents through the newsletter or website and 
providing information that indicates the City is planning this area for a mix of residential and 
retail uses and the City wants to hear what residents are interested in for this node.  

Member Brunt supported the use of an online survey and newsletter for public comment and 
stated any development proposal that comes forward will have to be at a public hearing. 

Chairperson Steffen indicated the Statement of Goals could be referenced on the City’s website
directing residents to contact the City with any questions. 

Member Riley supported having the Statement of Goals on the website and in the newsletter. He 
also suggested placement of a sign on the property naming the site as a redevelopment area. 

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama advised that a specialty of the Planning Commission
is the public input process with respect to land uses and felt they could provide valuable
suggestions on how to conduct the public input process.  He added the Planning Commission 
will be involved in the future land use of the site and felt it would be appropriate for the Planning 
Commission to make a recommendation to the EDA regarding the public input process. 

City Administrator Ulrich stated any Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Amendment will require a 
public hearing and he felt the Statement of Goals could stand alone without public input.

Chairperson Steffen supported having an article in the Ramsey Resident and a survey that 
references the existence of the Statement of Goals on the EDA website.

Member Skaff requested an update regarding the Rum River Hills proposal. 

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama stated that staff has advised Rum River Hills of the 
Statement of Goals as well as the special EDA meeting being held today.  He stated that Rum 
River Hills could move forward with a proposal but will need to address the blighted properties 
on the north end of the site if they want assistance from the City. 
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Chairperson Steffen indicated it would make sense for the City Council to reach consensus on 
whether to utilize Sewer Fund dollars to construct the sewer line to serve this node. 

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama requested input on the highlighted areas of the 
Statement of Goals.

GOAL
Member LeTourneau suggested that the Goal statement eliminate the words “blighted 
properties” and questioned whether the bank property is blighted. 

It was the consensus of the EDA to replace the words “blighted properties” with “primary and 
secondary areas of concern” as delineated on Appendix A.

VISION
Member LeTourneau suggested including a reference to public space. He stated the COR 
provides a specific value to the City and he felt the 167/47 node is another asset of the City that
should have the same feel as the COR in terms of its value.  

Chairperson Steffen questioned the need for the Vision phrase that states “whereas, the existing 
stock of retail is appropriate for a regional commercial node.”

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama agreed this phrase was not necessary and should be 
deleted.

Chairperson Steffen suggested the first sentence state a “mixture of residential and/or retail 
uses,” adding he would be okay with all residential uses as long as it covers the north side. 

Member LeTourneau stated this falls under market driven and felt the community was going to 
want retail in this node. 

After further discussion it was the consensus of the EDA to make no changes to the first sentence 
of the Vision statement. 

PARAMETERS (Item C. III.)
Member LeTourneau suggested the first sentence of paragraph C regarding Marketing be revised 
to replace the word “sponsoring” with “facilitating.”

Assistant to the city Administrator Brama advised that he and Chair Steffen met with Mr. Marty
Fisher of Premier Commercial Realty to discuss marketing the site with a third party broker and 
Mr. Fisher believes the use of a third party broker would be effective given the size of this node.  
He suggested the EDA consider sending an RFQ to third party brokers for presentation to the 
ownership group to see if they are interested in pursuing a third party broker.  He added that 
another option would be to develop the marketing package internally and advertise the site 
through normal channels available to the City. 
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Chairperson Steffen stated it would be ideal to have the site marketed by a single broker instead 
of three separate brokers.  He asked if the City has done RFQs to hire a broker in the past and 
questioned whether the City should prepare an RFQ on land not owned by the City. 

Member Riley stated the three property owners have to make the decision and the City would 
only be the facilitator and suggested that staff meet with the property owners to tell them the City 
would like to help them work together to market the property.  He stated the City should then 
step back and not engage in an RFQ process. 

Member Williams asked if this issue been brought up with the property owners in the past. 

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama replied the idea of a unified marketing plan was 
brought up at a previous meeting and there was conceptual buy-in from the property owners. 

Member Williams stated it was likely there would be issues, particularly with the bank, in having 
an exclusive listing agreement with one broker.

Chairperson Steffen requested that staff inform the ownership group about what the City would 
like to pursue for marketing the property and to let them know Mr. Fisher was consulted about 
the best ways to market the site. 

Member LeTourneau asked if Mr. Fisher talked about ways to make the property more attractive 
for purchase, e.g., demolishing the buildings, and suggested that this idea be introduced to the 
property owners. 

Mr. Brama confirmed that staff will not conduct an RFQ and will meet with the ownership group 
to talk about selecting a lead broker and to discuss issues that may arise from exclusive listing 
agreements.  He stated staff would also ask the ownership group if they are interested in pursuing 
demolition of the buildings before listing the property for sale. 

City Financial Tools
Chairperson Steffen expressed support for the statement that the EDA will not consider City 
financial assistance for proposals that do not directly address existing blighted properties. 

Member LeTourneau stated that County HRA dollars might be a resource available for removal 
of blighted properties.

It was consensus of the EDA to add paragraph (v) under City Financial Tools stating “County 
HRA dollars.”

Mr. Brama stated the State Redevelopment Grant and Loan Program refers to two separate 
programs and explained that if the City used the loan program the City has to be the property 
owner; as a result, this loan program should be stricken from the list of financial tools available.  
He stated the State Redevelopment Grant program is available and the City can apply for this 
grant on behalf of a property owner. He added that funds under this grant program are only 
available to projects that are ready to begin construction within the next twelve months. 
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The EDA discussed the use of the Sewer Fund to construct a trunk sewer line to serve this node.  

Member Riley stated the current statement in the draft indicates the City pays for the extension 
of the sewer line.  He requested further information about what other alternatives exist, what has 
been done on other projects, and the number of prospective hookups, as well as anticipated fees 
to be recovered and how those fees are recovered. 

Chairperson Steffen requested further information regarding the $3.4 million Sewer Fund 
balance. 

City Administrator Ulrich agreed to provide information from the CIP about how this project fits 
in with other projects, including the industrial park, as well as costs and revenue from the Sewer 
Fund. 

Assistant to the City Administrator Brama suggested that the draft Statement of Goals include a 
brief statement about public input.

It was the consensus of the EDA to include a brief statement about public input in the Statement 
of Goals. It was also the consensus of the EDA to forward this item to the Planning Commission 
for input regarding the public input process. 

5. MEMBER/STAFF INPUT

Assistant to the City Administrator reported that the closing on the Diamond Graphics sale took 
place yesterday.  He stated the property was purchased with an old TIF district and the $410,000 
sale price has to go to that TIF district, however, because it was an old TIF district, the monies 
can be spent in the City’s development district for various public improvements. 

City Administrator Ulrich commended Mr. Brama for his work on the Diamond Graphics sale. 

Member Riley suggested that the sale of this property and expansion of the Diamond Graphics 
business be highlighted on the website and newsletter. 

Chairperson Steffen suggested including Diamond Graphics in a business spotlight article. 

6. ADJOURNMENT

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority adjourned at 8:32 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________
Kurtis G. Ulrich, City Administrator
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ATTEST:

____________________________ __
Patrick Brama, Assistant to the City Administrator

Draft by Barbara Hughes
(TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.)
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 CITY OF RAMSEY 

 ANOKA COUNTY 

 STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a regular meeting on Thursday, July 18, 2013, at 

the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Gary Levine 

    Commissioner Randy Bauer 

    Commissioner Ralph Brauer 

    Commissioner Cindy Nosan 

    Commissioner Gary VanScoy 

 

Members Absent:  Commissioner Joseph Field 

    Commissioner Matthew Maul 

 

Also Present:   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

    Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

   

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Levine called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Van Scoy, seconded by Commissioner Nosan, to approve the agenda 

as presented. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Nosan, Brauer, and 

VanScoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

4. APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve the Following Planning Commission Minutes: 

 

 4.01.1: Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Dated June 6, 2013 
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Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Nosan, to approve the following 

minutes as presented:  Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated June 6, 2013. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, VanScoy, Brauer, and 

Nosan.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

5.01: Receive Presentation of City’s Strategic Plan  

 

Presentation 

 

Mayor Sarah Strommen thanked the Planning Commission for their time this evening.  She then 

reviewed the City of Ramsey’s strategic planning process in detail.  It was noted the purpose for 

the strategic plan was to provide the City with a common foundation that was driven by the 

community that would bring the Council together.  She thanked all City staff and Commission 

members for participating in this process. 

 

City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the strategic plan further with the Commission noting the 

projected outcomes and accomplishments over the next three to five years.  He explained the 

strategic action plan would assist in accomplishing the Council’s goals.  The roles and 

responsibilities for boards and commissions were then discussed.   

 

Mayor Strommen provided comment on the success factors noting it would be key to align 

resources with the City’s goals.  She indicated the Council would continue to work to build trust 

with staff and the public, while increasing communication. She was pleased to see the positive 

direction the City was heading. 

 

Commissioner Bauer was pleased to see that the Council was working to restore trust for the 

betterment of the community.   

 

Commissioner VanScoy appreciated that consensus was reached by the Council on the strategic 

plan.   

 

Mayor Strommen agreed stating the entire process brought the Council together even when there 

were differing opinions. 

 

Commissioner Brauer was pleased with the plan the Council has created.  He cautioned the 

Council from treating the residents as customers.  He thought instead the residents should be 

viewed as employers that can assist in setting the direction the City should head.  He encouraged 

the Mayor and entire Council to continue working to bring the community together. 
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Mayor Strommen appreciated Commissioner Brauer’s concerns.  She explained the Council was 

working to engage the public more in reaching the City’s mission and vision.  She wanted to see 

the Council held accountable if the new goals and objectives were not being achieved.   

 

Commissioner Nosan stated she was thrilled after reading the strategic plan and thanked the 

Mayor for her attendance this evening. 

 

Chairperson Levine encouraged the Council and entire City staff to continue working to improve 

the Ramsey.  He was pleased that the strategic plan had the City moving in the right direction. 

 

Mayor Strommen encouraged the Commissioners to contact her at any time with additional 

feedback. 

 

5.02: Consider Site Plan for Building Expansion at 14350 Azurite Street NW; Case of 

Diamond Graphics, Inc. 

 

Presentation 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report stating Diamond Graphics 

located at 14350 Azurite Street NW was requesting Site Plan Approval for a 28,034 square foot 

building addition to expand their manufacturing facility.   A site plan review and approval by the 

Planning Commission and City Council was required for commercial and industrial 

developments and expansions.  Staff reviewed the site plan in detail with the Commission and 

recommended approval. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Don Patterson, Diamond Graphics, provided a history of his business stating the growth in his 

business was requiring him to further expand his facility.  He explained Diamond Graphics was 

thriving in the City of Ramsey.  He thanked staff for providing a thorough report this evening and 

requested the Commission approve the proposed site plan for a building expansion. 

 

Commissioner Bauer requested further information on the proposed parking and asked if the 

additional asphalt surfaces were necessary. 

 

Mr. Patterson stated he currently has 105 full time employees working over three shifts.  He 

noted the additional parking would greatly assist his employees during shift changes.  He 

anticipated that another 20 employees would be hired after the expansion was completed.  Mr. 

Patterson explained temporary staffing was brought in during November and December, which 

also required additional parking.  He then discussed an additional expansion (Phase III) planned 

for the facility in five years. 
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Jeff Benedict, Vanguard Construction, stated the future expansion at Diamond Graphics could be 

a separate building.  This was an unknown and time would tell how the needs of the company 

would evolve.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Nosan, to recommend that City 

Council approve the Site Plan submittal contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review 

Letter dated July 12, 2013, directing Staff to work with the applicant on tree placement. 

 

Further discussion 

 

Commissioner VanScoy commented if Phase III was not completed, the facility may not have 

adequate landscaping. 

 

Commissioner Brauer indicated if the motion would require the applicant to work with Staff on 

the tree placement to assure all planting requirements were met.   

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Nosan, Brauer, and 

VanScoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

5.03: Consider Sketch Plan Review of Oakwood Acres Located Along 167th Avenue, West 

of Nowthen Boulevard; Case of Oakwood Land Development 

 

Presentation 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report asking the Commission to 

review a sketch plan of Oakwood Acres located along 167th Avenue west of Nowthen Boulevard 

for Oakwood Land Development.  He explained the submitted subdivision proposed to plat 

approximately 1.1 acres to create three (3) buildable single-family lots. He requested the 

Commission review the plans and provide Staff comment on how to proceed. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Commissioner Bauer requested further information on the 167th Avenue road realignment. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained the realignment was done to create more 

cohesion in the community while strengthening the east-west road connections after the 

Brookfield neighborhood was completed.   

 

Commissioner Nosan asked how the lots sizes compared to the neighborhood. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated the proposed lots were slightly smaller than 

the neighboring lots on 167th Avenue. 
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John Peterson, Oakwood Land Development, commented the proposed lots met all minimum 

City requirements and currently had water and sewer services in place.  He explained a home 

could be built on the proposed lots that was consistent with the homes in the area. 

 

The Commission was in favor of the proposed plan moving forward. 

 

5.04: Public Hearing: Consider Ordinance #13-15 to Establish Armstrong Boulevard 

Interchange Overlay District 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report stating the City has been 

actively pursuing the construction of an interchange at Armstrong Boulevard and US Highway 

10.  The City has been successful in securing a portion of the funding required for this project.  

He noted the Anoka County Highway Department has completed the necessary environmental 

review to proceed with final design of the interchange.  As part of the public comment period 

during the environmental review portion of the project, several commercial property owners 

expressed concern with loss of visibility due to the vertical nature of the proposed structure. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated the City has borrowed a model ordinance used in 

the Central Avenue (TH 65) improvement project at Main Street (CSAH 14) in Blaine.  A similar 

situation existed during the conversion of an at-grade intersection to a grade-separated 

interchange.  The proposed overlay district would allow for additional sign height and size.  Staff 

was recommending the signs be no more than 50 feet in height.  He requested the Commission 

hold a public hearing and adopt an Ordinance establishing the Armstrong Boulevard Interchange 

Overlay District. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill noted one business owner had requested a 300 square 

foot sign at 75 feet. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Brauer, Nosan, and 

VanScoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 8:14 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 
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Chairperson Levine understood that both the City and business owners were pleased with the 

overpass in Blaine.  He was encouraged that Staff was using the Blaine Ordinance as its model. 

 

Commissioner Brauer stated the height of the overpass bridge in Blaine was taken into 

consideration when setting the proposed sign height in their overlay district.   

 

Commissioner Bauer approved of the 50 foot sign height for the businesses within the overlay 

district. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the properties that would be affected by the 

overlay district. 

 

Motion by Commissioner VanScoy, seconded by Commissioner Nosan, to recommend that City 

Council adopt Ordinance #13-15 establishing the Armstrong Boulevard Sign Overlay District. 

 

Further discussion 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked if a business owner could request a variance to the proposed sign 

height. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated this could be done but a sign structure higher 

than 50 feet would require a great deal of footings.  He noted a conditional use permit would 

have to be applied for.  

 

Amendment 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer to require the sign height to be tapered from the bridge height on 

down.  The amendment failed for lack of a second.   

 

Commissioner VanScoy recommended the Ordinance proceed as written by Staff. 

 

Chairperson Levine agreed. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners VanScoy, Nosan, Bauer, and 

Brauer.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

5.05: Zoning Bulletins 

 

Zoning Bulletins were noted. 

 

5.05: For Update Only: Report on Monthly Activities 

 

Staff provided a report on monthly activities. 
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6. COMMISSION / STAFF INPUT 

 

None. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner VanScoy, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, VanScoy, Brauer, and 

Nosan.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Gladhill 

Development Services Manager 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Planning Division Secretary 

 

Drafted by Heidi Guenther 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, August 13, 2013, 

at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Pro tem Randy Backous 

   Councilmember Jill Johns 

Councilmember Mark Kuzma 

Councilmember John LeTourneau 

Councilmember Chris Riley 

Councilmember Jason Tossey 

 

Member Absent: Mayor Sarah Strommen 

 

Also Present:  Acting City Administrator Diana Lund 

Police Captain Jeff Katers 

   Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 

   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 

   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 

   Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

City Engineer Bruce Westby 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

   Assistant to the City Administrator Patrick Brama 

   City Attorney Joe Langel 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous called the City Council Work Session to order at 5:33 p.m. and 

welcomed newly elected Councilmember Johns.  He also welcomed Environmental Policy 

Boardmembers. 

 

2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

2.01: Discussion Regarding the Economic Development Manager Recruitment  

 

Human Resources Manager Lasher reviewed staff’s meeting with Sharon Klumpp of Springsted, 

Inc. to discuss the search process for the Economic Development Manager.  She indicated the 

recommendation of Springsted, Inc. is to increase the pay range to at least $90,000.  She 

presented the staff report and recommendation for an 8% increase to bring the range up to 

$73,173 to $91,465, in a range similar to Police Captain or Park Superintendent.  The midpoint 

of the recommended range is $82,319 and hiring expectations would be around the midpoint if 

warranted based on the candidate’s qualifications and experience.  Human Resources Manager 

Lasher requested City Council consensus on the salary range so the position can be posted 
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tomorrow, noting the intent is to hire between Step 1 and 3. She explained that since the start 

date would be in November, there are sufficient funds for this position.  It was noted the 2014 

wages would increase by whatever is approved by the City Council for COLA. 

 

Councilmember LeTourneau stated his support for staff’s recommendation to increase the wage 

scale.   He asked who the Economic Development Director will report to and indicated he would 

support elevating this position to a Director given the complexity and nature of work tasks.  In 

addition, this position will drive economic development activities.  He asked if that will mean a 

higher pay grade. 

 

Human Resources Manager Lasher stated a Director position means being the director of a 

department.  She explained this position is of high level, but it is shaped as an economic 

development team.  She asked if the City Council would be interested in discussing a 

reclassification in six to nine months. 

 

Councilmember LeTourneau stated he wants this position to be actively engaged in the 

Leadership Team with more of an integral part.  He stated he would support revising the job 

classification. 

 

Human Resources Manager Lasher stated this position is definitely an integral part of the 

Leadership Team and identified as such in the Management Plan with direct reporting to the City 

Administrator. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous asked if it would effect recruitment to adjust the title of this position and 

if a higher-level talent could be attracted. 

 

Councilmember Tossey stated he finds it intriguing to consider this position as a Police Captain 

or Park Superintendent; however, this position involves development and that is something he 

does not support the City being involved in.  He stated he does not support increasing the salary 

range for this position. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous stated it would make it easier for Springsted to attract an employee with 

a higher salary range.  He noted the City could have taken that action without hiring an 

expensive consultant.  

 

Human Resources Manager Lasher agreed and stated she has expressed some reluctance to move 

ahead with a higher pay grade.  But, if that is what is needed to attract a quality candidate, then it 

needs to be done.   

 

Councilmember LeTourneau noted the City has been unsuccessful twice in attracting a qualified 

candidate for this position and he thinks it is a reasonable assumption that the pay scale needs to 

be increased given what is occurring in the market place. 

 

Human Resources Manager Lasher stated when the position description was reviewed by the 

Management Team and Ms. Klumpp of Springsted, all were comfortable with the responsibilities 

and title but Springsted did point out that a benefit of using a search firm is that candidates can 



 

City Council Work Session / August 13, 2013 

Page 3 of 9 

ask more pointed questions and have more comfort in talking with someone that is not the final 

decision maker.   

 

Councilmember Riley stated he would agree that increasing the wage scale will make 

recruitment easier and since experts were hired, he would ask why the City Council would not 

want to follow their recommendation.  He asked Human Resources Manager Lasher about her 

position. 

 

Human Resources Manager Lasher stated she is reluctant to increase the pay grade but since the 

City has recruited twice unsuccessfully, she welcomes professional advice.  However, she would 

recommend being conservative in the wage offered. 

 

Councilmember Kuzma stated the City has a large project and to move it, someone with contacts 

and skill sets is needed, which would be a senior level employee rather than an employee at the 

bottom of the pay scale.  He stated support for the recommendation to attract that senior level 

applicant. 

 

Councilmember Kuzma stated this recommendation moves up the scale, but keeps the bottom 

about the same so he is not sure whether it will attract a higher-level candidate. 

 

Councilmember Johns stated support for Springsted’s recommendation.  She stated if this 

position is an integral part of the plan going forward and the City has not been successful in 

several recruitment events, this may be the “magic bullet” to get it done so she supports moving 

forward. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous stated he is torn with this decision and would rather post “For Sale” 

signs on the property.  He stated the only reason he would support hiring for this position is to 

address the rest of Ramsey.  Mayor Pro tem Backous stated it bothers him that Springsted was 

hired and paid $6,500 and their recommendation is to pay a higher wage scale but he would 

support it as long as the position is paid at the lower range of the scale.  He stated if recruitment 

is not successful this time, he would no longer support filling this position. 

 

Human Resources Manager Lasher stated Springsted referenced the City of Moorhead who had 

just recruited so she contacted them.  The City of Moorhead offered a salary range of $70,093 to 

$75,768 and found and hired an excellent candidate from the private sector at $73,000. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous polled the City Council, noting six were in support and one opposed. 

 

The majority consensus of the City Council was to support Option 1 to increase the wage scale 

by eight percent to bring the range up to $73,173 to $91,465.   

 

2.02: Review Environmental Policy Board’s 2013-2014 Proposed Work Plan  

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson described the activity of the 

Environmental Policy Board (EPB) during 2013 and presented its 2013-2014 proposed Work 

Plan as detailed in the staff report.   
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Councilmember LeTourneau stated he is the City Council liaison to the EPB, found it a pleasure, 

and supported that the group has become self directed.  He stated this is valuable work, he 

supports the Work Plan, and thinks it will mean a lot to the community. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous concurred and stated he had also served as EPB liaison.  He stated he 

knows they are devoted members and provide an excellent service.  He stated the Environmental 

Expo will be a good platform to present this information. 

 

Councilmember Kuzma stated he is also in support of the Work Plan and had enjoyed sitting in 

at an EPB meeting. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson requested feedback on the draft Work 

Plan and if there was support to direct staff to schedule the Work Plan for formal action at a 

future City Council meeting. 

 

EPB Member Larry Lewis asked if this format works well, noting it is also to address future 

actions going forward.  He asked if this framework is satisfactory to the City Council. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous stated if it is efficient for the EPB, he would support it. 

 

Councilmember Johns thanked the EPB for their work and stated she likes how the categories are 

sorted, making it easy to read and work with.  She stated she supports this Work Plan and 

moving it forward. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the EPB will be discussing 

whether there is merit to continue the tree sale program.  This year it was incorporated into the 

spring recycling day event, which was more efficient for staffing but resulted in longer waits for 

residents to pick up trees.  He stated the EPB will be discussing whether it makes sense to 

continue with that program. 

 

Councilmember LeTourneau agreed that the Work Plan’s organization with bulleted points is 

easy to follow and efficient to keep updated. 

 

The consensus of the City Council was to direct staff to add the EPB’s 2013-2014 draft Work 

Plan to a future City Council agenda for formal action. 

 

2.03: Receive Update on Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Rulemaking 

for Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA)  

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill provided an update on the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) rulemaking activities related to the Mississippi River Corridor Critical 

Area (MRCCA).  The intent is to update existing regulations found in Minnesota Statute Chapter 

116G.  It was noted the Critical Area extends from Ramsey’s western border south down to 

Hastings, nearly 72 miles and encompasses approximately 30 governmental subdivisions across 

the metro area.  Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the development standards 

and described the anticipated impact.  He also addressed how these standards compare and 
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conflict with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  Development Services Manager Gladhill 

explained the purpose of the rulemaking process, noting the DNR is committed to allowing local 

communities to have a voice and consider nonconforming uses that may come about as a result 

of the new rules.   

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous asked why Elk River is not included. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated this is geared toward the metro area and the Wild 

and Scenic Designation applies to Elk River.  He stated he received an e-mailed update, noting 

the previously drafted rules are being used as a baseline for discussion.  The process is currently 

in Phase I with the DNR scheduling meetings with local governments.  Phase II involves public 

outreach and rule revision and Phase III involves rule adoption.  Development Services Manager 

Gladhill displayed and described a map depicting proposed districts.  He explained this is still 

early in the preliminary analysis process and there is time to analyze impacts and policy directive 

from the Planning Commission and City Council.  A local community meeting is scheduled for 

September 25, 2013 and this will be considered by the Planning Commission on October 3, 

2013.  Development Services Manager Gladhill asked whether the City Council supports 

participation of Board Chairs in the September 25 local community meeting, if it supports 

participation of the Lower Rum River Water Management Organization and Anoka Conservation 

District, and does it desire any public outreach and dialogue prior to or in addition to the DNR 

sponsored Public Comment Period, public meetings and/or open house. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous supported engaging residents prior to the September 25, 2013, meeting. 

 

Councilmember Tossey stated he would support that as well as advertising the September 25, 

2013, meeting so all are aware. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated if he can find a meeting date prior to September 

25, he will bring forward that option or staff can at least advertise the September 25, 2013 

meeting so stakeholders are aware. 

 

Councilmember LeTourneau stated it is critical to include the stakeholders and inform them of 

the September 25 meeting.  He expressed concern about a facilitated meeting because it may 

present assumptions that are not really there, upsetting residents who are impacted about 

something that may not even happen.  He asked if the meeting can be informational with 

residents being participatory. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous stated the information will be presented by staff and staff can also 

answer questions raised. 

 

Councilmember LeTourneau stated the intent is to disseminate the information and assure 

transparency in the process. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated staff can formulate a meeting process and accept 

questions and concerns for presentation to the group on September 25, 2013. 
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The consensus of the City Council was to direct staff to advertise and formulate a meeting 

process, invite Mayor Strommen, Planning Commission Chairperson Levine, and EPB 

Chairperson Max to the initial meeting of the DNR related to the Critical Area rulemaking, and 

to report back following that meeting on the policy implications. 

 

2.04: Receive Update on Rum River Shores, a Proposed 44-Lot Single Family 

Development on the Rum River in the City of Anoka  

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill provided an update on Rum River Shores, a proposed 

44-lot single-family development on 22.5 acres along the Rum River, north of Bunker Lake 

Boulevard, in the City of Anoka.  He explained the project received approval from the Anoka 

City Council on August 5, 2013, and there are two general topics of feedback from Ramsey 

residents who live on the Rum River relating to bank stabilization, its compliance with Wild and 

Scenic Rivers standards, and the public dock.  It was noted the City Council had reviewed the 

public notification and did not object to the proposed development but had requested the two 

communities work together to solve regional transportation issues as growth occurs.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill displayed a site plan of the subject development and 

explained the difficulty in stabilizing the riverbank.  He stated this project has been approved by 

the Anoka Conservation District (ACD), reviewed by the DNR, and approved by the City of 

Anoka under its current ordinances.  He displayed pictures of the style of homes to be 

constructed, noting the location of the trail, vegetative restoration plan, and photos of the existing 

conditions of erosion necessitating bank stabilization.  Development Services Manager Gladhill 

explained that it may take up to ten years for the riverbank to be visually restored after the bank 

stabilization project. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous stated it seems there is only one Ramsey home in view of this project. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill pointed out the location of Ramsey’s Rivers Bend Park 

that is in view of this project.  He explained that the buckthorn removal project was conducted by 

the ACD under a conservation easement, which is being confused with this project.  He indicated 

this project will not impact the flow of the River.  Development Services Manager Gladhill 

stated staff checked with the ACD and DNR to assure Anoka is following proper procedures. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous congratulated the City of Anoka on a beautiful plan. 

 

Informational; no action required. 

 

2.05: Review Draft Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan  

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson described the Emerald Ash Borer 

(EAB), an exotic invasive insect that has been discovered in areas of St. Paul and Minneapolis 

but not yet in Ramsey.  He stated the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) has developed a draft 

Management Plan outlining steps that the City can take to manage the inevitable discovery of 

this pest.  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the EAB 

Management Plan, as detailed in the staff report.  It was noted the intent is not to prevent or 
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eliminate EAB, which is impractical based on results in other States, but to spread the potential 

cost of management over multiple budget cycles.  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator 

Anderson presented the projected budget impact.  He requested that the City Council provide 

feedback on the draft EAB Management Plan, noting it satisfies a requirement of the Community 

Forest Bonding Grant that was awarded to the City in 2012 to complete the landscaping in North 

Commons.   

 

Councilmember Riley stated he supports the approach of not treating and replacing, as necessary, 

however, a recent StarTribune article was contrary to that recommendation. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the City of Burnsville is looking 

at regularly treating trees instead of removal/replacement.  He stated he is making a 

recommendation of removal/replacement due to the age of Ramsey’s street trees, which are 

smaller (6-8 inches) and not as large as longer established communities that have trees 20 inches 

in width.   

 

Councilmember Tossey asked if builders are being asked to no longer plant Ash Trees in 

boulevards. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson answered in the affirmative and stated 

the City no longer allows, on public property, the planting of Ash Trees and also discourages, 

when asked, on private property. 

 

Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood noted Associate 

Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson is a Certified Arborist so the City is ahead of the 

curve on this threat by removing diseased trees and addressing preemptive actions.  He stated if a 

private property owner has a large Ash Tree they want to save, the City would provide 

information on how it can be treated. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated a tree inventory will be 

conducted as time and budgets permit.  He explained having that information will allow the City 

to determine the level of threat from EAB.  He noted that when Dutch Elm was a threat, many 

communities replanted with Ash Trees. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous asked if the City should prohibit planting Ash Trees on private 

properties to protect the rest of the City’s trees. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that is a policy decision for the 

City Council but over time, there may be a treatment that is successful.  He explained that in 

other impacted States, it has been found that once the initial wave of EAB gets through, 

treatment of remaining Ash Trees can be scaled back. 

 

Councilmember Tossey stated he would object to the City telling private property owners what 

kind of tree they can plant; however, he does support the City not planting Ash Trees on public 

property. 
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Mayor Pro tem Backous stated he also supports private property rights but the City has rules 

about conserving water and quality of top soil and if Ash Trees threaten the City’s tree inventory, 

he would consider such an option. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated if you force a specific species to 

be planted that the property owner does not like, they may be less inclined to care for that tree.  

From that perspective, if someone has their heart set on some cultivar of an Ash Tree, the City 

would be hard pressed to prohibit it. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous stated it would be effective to educate the public about the threat of 

EAB. 

 

Councilmember Riley supported education and also to discourage planting of Ash Trees. 

 

The consensus of the City Council was to support the draft EAB Management Plan and direct 

staff to place it on a future City Council agenda for formal action. 

 

3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

Noted. 

 

4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 

 

Acting City Administrator Lund read an email from Elwyn Tinklenberg, The Tinklenberg Group, 

providing an update on Mn/DOT’s consideration of innovative funding options for the 

Armstrong Boulevard interchange. 

 

Councilmember Kuzma stated he will attend the August 15, 2013, LRRWMO meeting. 

 

Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood indicated that City Council 

Agenda Item 7.04, Adopt Resolution #13-08-136 Approving the Joint Powers Agreement and 

Accepting Bids for the Mississippi River Trail, was pulled from tonight’s agenda because the 

funding relationship and JPA disbursements are not accurate.  It will be rescheduled for 

consideration at the City Council meeting of September 10, 2013. 

 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember LeTourneau, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to adjourn the 

Work Session meeting. 

 

The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 
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Diana Lund 

Acting City Administrator 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, August 13, 2013, at the 

Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Pro tem Randy Backous 

   Councilmember Jill Johns 

   Councilmember Mark Kuzma 

Councilmember John LeTourneau 

Councilmember Chris Riley 

Councilmember Jason Tossey 

 

Members Absent: Mayor Sarah Strommen 

 

Also Present:  Acting City Administrator Diana Lund 

Fire Chief Dean Kapler 

   Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 

   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 

   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 

   City Clerk Jo Ann Thieling 

Development Services Manager Timothy Gladhill 

   Assistant Planner/Environmental Coordinator Chris Anderson 

   Assistant to the City Administrator Patrick Brama 

Administrative Intern Meghan Mathson 

   City Attorney Joe Langel 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Pro tem Backous called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 

p.m., and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

2. PRESENTATION 

2.01: Formal Swearing in of New Councilmember Jill Johns – Ward 1 

 

City Attorney Langel administered the oath of office for newly elected Ward 1 Councilmember 

Jill Johns.  The City Council and audience responded with a round of applause.   

2.02: Issue Certification of Election to Councilmember Jill Johns  

 

City Clerk Thieling presented a Certificate of Election to Councilmember Johns.  Mayor Pro tem 

Backous extended the City Council’s welcome to Councilmember Johns. 
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3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to approve the following 

items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

4.01: Receive Cash and Investments for Period Ending July 31, 2013 

4.02: Receive 2013 Building Division Month End Report: July 

4.03: Receive 2nd Quarter Fire Report 

4.04: Approve the following Meeting Minutes: 

1) City Council Work Session  – July 9, 2013 

2) City Council Regular – July 9, 2013 

3) City Council Work Session – July 23, 2013 

4) City Council Regular – July 23, 2013 

4.05: Approve License Applications 

Special Events 

E-CIG Warehouse, Inc., 6111 Highway 10 NW, #500, Ramsey, MN  55303 

Church of St. Katharine Drexel, Parish Lot on 161st and Variolite, Ramsey, MN  55303 

City of Ramsey, 7550 Sunwood Drive, MW, Ramsey, MN  55303 

Anoka County Historical Society, 14821 Bowers Drive NW, Ramsey, MN  55303 

Temporary Liquor 

Ramsey Lions, P.O. Box 771, Ramsey, MN  55303 

Transient Merchant 

Travis Weis, 8601 O’Dean Avenue, Otsego, MN  55330 

Ryan Goetz, 14007 – 312 Avenue NW, Princeton, MN  55371 

4.06: Approve an Exemption for a Gambling License for Ducks Unlimited – Game Fair 

4.07: Approve an Exemption for a Gambling License for Wounded Warriors Guide Service 

4.08: Approve Request to Declare Surplus Property 

4.09: Introduce Ordinance #13-15 to Establish Armstrong Boulevard Interchange Overlay 

District 

4.10: Introduce Ordinance #13-16 Amending City Code Relating to Surfacing Requirements in 

the Official Map Overlay District and Other Highway 10 Improvement Impact Areas 

4.11: Consider Site Plan for Building Expansion at 14350 Azurite Street NW; Case of 

Diamond Graphics, Inc. 

4.12: Adopt Resolution #13-08-127 adopting Findings of Fact #0916 relating to a request for 

an Amended Conditional Use Permit for an Expansion of a Religious Institution at 6341 

167th Avenue NW; Pathways Community Church and adopt Resolution #13-08-128 

approving amendment to the Conditional Use Permit. 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #13-08-129 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of July 18, 2013 

through August 7, 2013 
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4.14: Adopt Resolution #13-08-130 Authorizing the Request of $23,000 from the City’s 

Allocation of Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (ACHRA) Funds for 

the Demolition of 6710 Highway 10 NW and 6203 Rivlyn Avenue NW 

4.15: Adopt Resolution #13-08-135 Reaffirming Council Action of Approving Easement No. 

AW001b to Great River Energy on Lot 1, Block 1, Alpine Addition, City of Ramsey, 

Anoka County, Minnesota 

4.16: Report from the Finance Committee Meeting dated July 16, 2013: 

1) Nominate Chair and Vice-Chair for Committee – Ratify the recommendation of the 

Finance Committee and appoint Councilmember Riley as Chair and Councilmember 

LeTourneau as Vice-Chair. 

2) Review of 2012 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report – Presented for discussion. 

3) 2014 Preliminary Budget Updates – No action necessary. 

4.17: Report from the Public Works Committee Meeting dated July 16, 2013: 

1) Consideration of Permitting Fence Encroachments across Private Property Lines – 

Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to change the City policy 

allowing fences to be extended across property lines. 

2) Consider Partial Vacation of Drainage and Utility Easement at 15069 Helium Street 

NW – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve Option 

1, and direct staff to meet with the property owners on site to review the wall as 

constructed to confirm that it was constructed adequately and is located at least five 

feet off the property line.  If staff finds that the wall was constructed adequately and is 

located at least five feet off the property line, direct staff to take no further action, in 

which event the City will retain a ten-foot drainage and utility easement along the 

south property line. In addition, the property owner will be required to pay for a 

building permit and construct the retaining wall to Code standards. 

3) Approve Plans and Specifications, and Joint Powers Agreement for the Mississippi 

River Trail – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve 

the plans and specifications and the JPA for the Mississippi River Trail. 

4) Cost Estimate for Pedestrian Crosswalk at Alpine Drive and Zirconium Street – Ratify 

the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to install standard crosswalk 

signage 200 feet west of Zirconium Street to include 200 feet of aggregate trail on the 

north side of Alpine Drive and 225 feet of aggregate trail on the south side of Alpine 

Drive at a cost of $9,300. 

5) Recommend Shelter and Restroom for Riverdale Park – 2013 Capital Improvement – 

Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve not-to-exceed 

amount of $84,000 from the Park Trust Fund for Riverdale Park’s shelter, restroom, 

and drinking fountain as presented within the 2013 Capital Improvement Plan. 

6) Discuss Request to Mow Portions of an Undeveloped Park – Ratify the consensus of 

the Public Works Committee and direct staff to mow the front portions of Shawn 

Acres Park on an as-needed basis. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Pro tem Backous, Councilmembers Riley, Tossey, Johns, 

Kuzma, and LeTourneau.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen.  

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
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Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to approve the agenda 

as revised to remove Item 7.04, Adopt Resolution #13-08-136 Approving the Joint Powers 

Agreement and Accepting Bids for the Mississippi River Trail. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Pro tem Backous, Councilmembers Tossey, Kuzma, Johns, 

LeTourneau, and Riley.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

- None. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Adopt Resolution #13-08-133 to Continue Efforts towards a Shared Fire Service  

 

Fire Chief Kapler provided an update on the efforts of Bethel, Nowthen, Oak Grove, Ramsey, 

and St. Francis to research the feasibility of joining or sharing fire services.  He advised of the 

grant received to fund a consultant to prepare a feasibility study.  Fire Chief Kapler stated staff 

recommends adoption of the draft resolution to continue efforts towards a shared fire service 

with the cities of Bethel, Nowthen, and St. Francis.  He indicated there are no real costs if the 

resolution is adopted; however, in the future there will be costs for the incorporation (if 

approved).  He stated Mayor Strommen, Councilmember Tossey, City Administrator Ulrich, and 

one Ramsey firefighter have been active with this group.  Fire Chief Kapler reported that 

Nowthen is considering this tonight, St. Francis will consider it on August 19, and Bethel will 

consider it on their next agenda.  Oak Grove has determined they will not pursue a formal 

collaboration but remains interested in shared services. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember LeTourneau, to Adopt 

Resolution #13-08-133 to Continue Efforts towards a Shared Fire Service. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Pro tem Backous, Councilmembers Tossey, LeTourneau, 

Johns, Kuzma, and Riley.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 

7.02: Authorize Issuance of Approximately $11.5 Million of Lease Revenue Bonds for 

PACT Charter School (Conduit Refinancing) and the Execution of Various 

Documents in Connection with PACT Charter School Project  

 

Acting City Administrator Lund reviewed the request of the PACT Charter School for the City to 

authorize the issuance of a not-to-exceed $11.8 million in lease revenue bonds.  These bond 

proceeds would be used to advance refund the original lease revenue bonds.  She advised of the 

terms, noting the PACT Charter School will be held responsible for all fees incurred for the 

issuance of this bond and pay the City $25,000 to cover costs incurred relating to staff time, 

consultants, ratings call, and any other expenses caused by this proposal.    

 

Motion by Councilmember LeTourneau, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to adopt 

Resolution #13-08-132 Authorizing the Issuance of Lease Revenue Bonds to Refinance a Public 
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School Project with PACT Charter School to pay the City of Ramsey $25,000 per the Conduit 

Debt Policy and approximately $9,000 of additional interest expense related to the City’s 

issuance of Capital Equipment Certificates. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Pro tem Backous, Councilmembers LeTourneau, Kuzma, 

Johns, Riley, and Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 

7.03: Adopt Resolution #13-08-131 Authorizing the Issuance and Awarding the Sale of 

$635,000 General Obligation Equipment Certificates of Indebtedness, Series 2013A  

 

Acting City Administrator Lund reviewed the capital that needs to be funded for 2013 of 

$594,000 and indicated the funding source for the purchase of these capital items was proposed 

to be the issuance of capital equipment certificates.  The amount of certificates to be issued to 

fund the capital items is proposed to be $635,000, which covers the principal costs of the capital 

items and underwriting costs.  The certificates would be for a ten-year time frame and levied to 

the property tax starting in year 2014.  It was noted the annual levy from the debt issuance would 

be approximately $75,000 based on today’s interest rates.  Acting City Administrator Lund 

stated staff had a bond rating call for the certificates with Standards and Poors on July 23, 2013, 

during which the City’s AA+ bond rating was confirmed.  She stated the equipment to be 

purchased is safety related and includes one fire tanker truck to replace a 1989 vehicle in the 

amount of $330,000; three squad cars; a megamower; and, a plow truck. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Tossey, to Adopt Resolution 

#13-08-131 Authorizing the Issuance and Awarding the Sale of $635,000 General Obligation 

Equipment Certificates of Indebtedness, Series 2013A. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Pro tem Backous, Councilmembers Kuzma, Tossey, Johns, 

LeTourneau, and Riley.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 

7.04: Adopt Resolution #13-08-136 Approving the Joint Powers Agreement and Accepting 

Bids for the Mississippi River Trail  

 

This case was removed from the agenda upon adoption and will be considered at the September 

10, 2013, City Council meeting. 

7.05: 2013 Happy Days Update  

 

Administrative Intern Mathson provided an update on the coordination and planning efforts for 

the Happy Days Festival.  She also listed the scheduled events and budget projecting a net 

balance of $827.28.  Administrative Intern Mathson displayed a slide depicting the Happy Days 

site and described the location of activities and vendors.  She extended the City’s thanks to the 

Happy Days Committee and sponsors. 

 

The City Council extended its appreciation to Administrative Intern Mathson, City staff, and the 

Happy Days Committee for their efforts towards this great undertaking and invited all to 

participate. 
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Informational; no action required. 

7.06: Decommission One Tennis Court and Refurbish Three Other Courts  

 

Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reviewed the staff report and 

recommendation to decommission two tennis courts at Titterude Park at a not to exceed cost of 

$8,000 and refurbish the tennis courts at Fox Park, Riverdale Park, and Central Park totaling 

$44,000.  It is recommended the projects be funded from the Park Maintenance Fund.  Parks and 

Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood answered questions of the City Council 

relating to briefing the public.  He described the conditions seen in 2012 when the Titterude Park 

tennis courts were inspected and that a notice was posted requesting input about the proposal to 

remove the courts.  Two residents contacted staff, were informed of the estimated costs, and 

advised of the location of better quality tennis courts. 

 

With regard to the funding source, Acting City Administrator Lund explained the City’s Excess 

Revenue Policy says that after establishing the 50% General Fund balance, any funds over 

expenditures are transferred to the Equipment Revolving Fund, Facility Fund, Park Maintenance 

Fund, and the Public Improvement Revolving Fund. 

 

The City Council and Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood discussed 

funding for park maintenance from the General Fund, the level tennis courts are used, and 

anticipated future projects.  Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated 

the Park & Recreation Commission had considered a specific case and made recommendation on 

the tennis courts at Titterude Park and relocating the lighting system to Central Park.  It is a staff 

recommendation to color code the courts.   

 

Motion by Councilmember LeTourneau, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to decommission 

two tennis courts at Titterude Park; relocate the lighting system to Central Park; and refurbish the 

tennis courts at Fox Park, Riverdale Park, and Central Park to be funded from the Park 

Maintenance Fund at a not-to-exceed cost of $52,000.   

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Pro tem Backous, Councilmembers LeTourneau, Riley, 

Johns, Kuzma, and Tossey.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 

7.07: Adopt Resolution #13-08-134 Re-affirming Grant of Cross Access and Maintenance 

License Agreement to Ramsey JR Partners, LLC on Tract C, Registered Land 

Survey No. 151 (Adjacent to 6139 Highway 10 NW and 6141 Highway 10 NW)  

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the staff report and recommendation to 

reaffirm granting a cross access and maintenance license agreement to Ramsey JR Partners, 

LLC. 

 

Councilmember Tossey asked if a previous City Council approved this cross access and 

maintenance license agreement. 
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Development Services Manager Gladhill stated it was included in the closing package and 

executed by the Mayor and City Administrator at the time; however, a Council resolution 

approving the action is required for Torrent’s property and that did not occur. 

 

Councilmember Tossey questioned legal standing as it may be that the specific easement was 

then approved by the Mayor and City Administrator, but not the entire Council.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated this was brought forward to complete the process 

per the request of the property owner.  It was noted the property owner has said it was approved 

by the City Council but not via a resolution.   

 

Motion by Councilmember LeTourneau, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to adopt 

Resolution #13-08-134 Reaffirming Grant of Cross Access and Maintenance License Agreement 

to Ramsey JR Partners, LL on Tract C, Registered Land Survey No. 151 (adjacent to 6139 

Highway 10 NW and 6141 Highway 10 NW). 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Pro tem Backous, Councilmembers LeTourneau, Kuzma, 

Johns, and Riley.  Voting No: Councilmember Tossey.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 

 

8:01 Reminder – The Farmer’s Market – Thursdays from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. and 

Entertainment in The Draw Park from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

8.02: Ramsey Business Appreciation Golf Event – Tuesday, August 20 – No City meetings 

that evening. 

 

Acting City Administrator Lund announced upcoming meetings and events. 

 

City Engineer Westby provided updates on road and bridge reconstruction projects and Public 

Works Superintendent Riemer provided an update on crosswalk projects.  

 

The City Council commented on Game Fair and Night to Unite neighborhood events. 

 

City staff was thanked for its rapid response to a resident request for a bicycle rack at the train 

station. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilmember Tossey, seconded by Councilmember LeTourneau, to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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_____________________________ 

Diana Lund 

Acting City Administrator  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Jo Ann M. Thieling 

City Clerk 

 

Drafted by Carla Wirth 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 3.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Approve License Applications

Background:
Attached is a list of licenses for Council approval.

Council Action:
Motion to approve license applications.

Attachments
License Apps

Form Review
Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 08/20/2013 

Final Approval Date: 08/03/2013 



 1 

License Applications 

For Year 2013 

 
*Pawnbroke

r 

King’s Ransom, LLC 14057 St. Francis Blvd NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-270-0161 

**Transient 

Merchant 

Dove Road Cockers 6214 – 160th St Little Falls, MN 56345 706-577-7093 

**Transient 

Merchant 

JWT Heavenly Springer 5900 – 75th Avenue Se St. Cloud, MN 56301 320-493-9202 

 

*The Gold Rush is a current Second Hand Goods License holder in the City of Ramsey and they wish to now become a pawnbroker.  They have filled out the necessary paperwork 

and are changing their name to King’s Ransom.  All owners will remain the same. 

 **To sell puppies outside the Game Fair – this was administratively approved 

 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 4.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Chris Anderson, Community
Development

Information
Title:
Approve Environmental Policy Board's 2013-2014 Proposed Work Plan

Background:
As outlined in Section 2-159 of City Code, the primary objective of the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) is to
review, consider, initiate and recommend to the City Council such policies, plans or projects which will enhance
and preserve the natural environment of the City. Furthermore, the Board’s scope shall include, but not necessarily
be limited to, matters of the preservation of the community forest, water quality, wetland preservation, ground
water protection, ecological preservation, control of soil erosion and air, noise and light pollution. The EPB is
responsible for developing an annual work plan that is subject to the approval of City Council. At their July
meeting, the Board finalized its 2013-2014 proposed work plan and directed Staff to forward it to City Council for
consideration.

Notification:

Observations:
Over the past year, the EPB has been busy and following are a sample of their accomplishments:

Assisted with coordination and planning of the 2012 Environmental Expo as well as planning for the 2013
event, including the change in venue from the Municipal Center to Happy Days.
Implemented a 'Focus on Environment' column for the Ramsey Resident Newsletter.
Worked with the LRRWMO to develop educational article concerning water conservation.
Provided updates to the website to promote community awareness of various tree related issues.
Reviewed and recommended certain amendments to the Tree Preservation Ordinance.
Working on improving species diversity in rain garden in Alpine Park and developing accompanying
educational signage (demonstration project).

A couple of years ago, the Board shifted its work plan to July 1- June 30, for two (2) reasons. First, it gave new
members an opportunity to participate in its development and secondly, it provided an opportunity to review the
strategic goals of the City Council and incorporate any actions that may have some overlap. The proposed work
plan includes:

A focus on community awareness through the Environmental Expo event, developing a community
stewardship recognition program and continued outreach through the newsletter, website and QCTV.
A demonstration/implementation project of working toward an inventory of street/park trees to improve
budgeting and maintenance efficiencies.
Public space improvements such as reviewing the GreenStep Cities program and, if warranted, forward a
recommendation to City Council, and developing a series of Best Management Practices (BMPs) that can be
incorporated into the Housing Assistance Policy currently being developed.
Review of environmental standards with a focus on stormwater and look at building in more flexibility where
possible (for example, providing alternative options to irrigation requirement such as the use of drought
tolerant plant materials).



The City Council reviewed the draft Work Plan at the August 13, 2013 Work Session and provided positive
feedback to the EPB regarding the content and directed Staff to add the draft Work Plan to a future City Council
agenda for formal action.

Recommendation:
City Staff recommends approving the EPB's 2013-2014 Work Plan.

Funding Source:
The EPB does not have a budget; however, any expenses associated with the work plan would be addressed either
with the Environmental Services budget or alternative funding sources, such as grants.

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #13-08-139 approving the EPB's 2013-2014 Work Plan.

Attachments
2013-2014 Proposed Work Plan
Draft City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes Dated August 13, 2013
Resolution Approving the EPB's 2013-2014 Work Plan

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 08/20/2013 09:32 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 09:20 AM

Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/19/2013 09:19 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 



 

 

Environmental Policy Board 2013-2014 Work Plan 

 

As outlined in City Code, the primary objective of the Environmental Policy Board is to 

review, consider, initiate and recommend to the City Council such policies, plans or 

projects which will enhance and preserve the natural environment of the City.  The Board’s 

scope shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, matters of the preservation of the 

community forest, water quality, wetland preservation, ground water protection, control of 

soil erosion and air, noise and light pollution. 

 

The Environmental Policy Board will focus its efforts on the following tasks for the 2013-

2014 Work Plan: 

 Community Awareness 

o Encourage citizen awareness and education on environmental stewardship 

through the Environmental Expo & Tree Sale. 

o Develop a Community Stewardship recognition program. 

o Continue public outreach through various mediums including the 

newsletter, website and QCTV. 

 Demonstration/Implementation Project(s) 

o Work toward completing a tree inventory of street trees and trees in 

maintained park areas for budgeting purposes and scheduling efficiencies 

(in conjunction with GreenStep Cities Program). 

 Public Space Improvements 

o Research Minnesota GreenStep Cities Program and forward 

recommendation, if any, to City Council. 

o Review Housing Assistance Policy Goal #4 and develop a series of Best 

Management Practices for incorporation into the policy. 

 Environmental Standards (focus on one topic each work plan cycle) 

o Storm water 

 Review irrigation requirement, provide alternatives such as use of 

drought resistant plant materials. 

 Consider strategies to encourage water conservation practices such 

as rain barrels and soil moisture sensors 

 Review curb requirements, consider amendments to promote 

infiltration 
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ask more pointed questions and have more comfort in talking with someone that is not the final 
decision maker.   
 
Councilmember Riley stated he would agree that increasing the wage scale will make 
recruitment easier and since experts were hired, he would ask why the City Council would not 
want to follow their recommendation.  He asked Human Resources Manager Lasher about her 
position. 
 
Human Resources Manager Lasher stated she is reluctant to increase the pay grade but since the 
City has recruited twice unsuccessfully, she welcomes professional advice.  However, she would 
recommend being conservative in the wage offered. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated the City has a large project and to move it, someone with contacts 
and skill sets is needed, which would be a senior level employee rather than an employee at the 
bottom of the pay scale.  He stated support for the recommendation to attract that senior level 
applicant. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated this recommendation moves up the scale, but keeps the bottom 
about the same so he is not sure whether it will attract a higher-level candidate. 
 
Councilmember Johns stated support for Springsted’s recommendation.  She stated if this 
position is an integral part of the plan going forward and the City has not been successful in 
several recruitment events, this may be the “magic bullet” to get it done so she supports moving 
forward. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous stated he is torn with this decision and would rather post “For Sale” 
signs on the property.  He stated the only reason he would support hiring for this position is to 
address the rest of Ramsey.  Mayor Pro tem Backous stated it bothers him that Springsted was 
hired and paid $6,500 and their recommendation is to pay a higher wage scale but he would 
support it as long as the position is paid at the lower range of the scale.  He stated if recruitment 
is not successful this time, he would no longer support filling this position. 
 
Human Resources Manager Lasher stated Springsted referenced the City of Moorhead who had 
just recruited so she contacted them.  The City of Moorhead offered a salary range of $70,093 to 
$75,768 and found and hired an excellent candidate from the private sector at $73,000. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous polled the City Council, noting six were in support and one opposed. 
 
The majority consensus of the City Council was to support Option 1 to increase the wage scale 
by eight percent to bring the range up to $73,173 to $91,465.   
 
2.02: Review Environmental Policy Board’s 2013-2014 Proposed Work Plan  
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson described the activity of the 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB) during 2013 and presented its 2013-2014 proposed Work 
Plan as detailed in the staff report.   
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Councilmember LeTourneau stated he is the City Council liaison to the EPB, found it a pleasure, 
and supported that the group has become self directed.  He stated this is valuable work, he 
supports the Work Plan, and thinks it will mean a lot to the community. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous concurred and stated he had also served as EPB liaison.  He stated he 
knows they are devoted members and provide an excellent service.  He stated the Environmental 
Expo will be a good platform to present this information. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated he is also in support of the Work Plan and had enjoyed sitting in 
at an EPB meeting. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson requested feedback on the draft Work 
Plan and if there was support to direct staff to schedule the Work Plan for formal action at a 
future City Council meeting. 
 
EPB Member Larry Lewis asked if this format works well, noting it is also to address future 
actions going forward.  He asked if this framework is satisfactory to the City Council. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous stated if it is efficient for the EPB, he would support it. 
 
Councilmember Johns thanked the EPB for their work and stated she likes how the categories are 
sorted, making it easy to read and work with.  She stated she supports this Work Plan and 
moving it forward. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the EPB will be discussing 
whether there is merit to continue the tree sale program.  This year it was incorporated into the 
spring recycling day event, which was more efficienct for staffing but resulted in longer waits for 
residents to pick up trees.  He stated the EPB will be discussing whether it makes sense to 
continue with that program. 
 
Councilmember LeTourneau agreed that the Work Plan’s organization with bulleted points is 
easy to follow and efficient to keep updated. 
 
The consensus of the City Council was to direct staff to add the EPB’s 2013-2014 draft Work 
Plan to a future City Council agenda for formal action. 
 
2.03: Receive Update on Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Rulemaking 

for Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA)  
 
Development Services Manager Gladhill provided an update on the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) rulemaking activities related to the Mississippi River Corridor Critical 
Area (MRCCA).  The intent is to update existing regulations found in Minnesota Statute Chapter 
116G.  It was noted the Critical Area extends from Ramsey’s western border south down to 
Hastings, nearly 72 miles and encompasses approximately 30 governmental subdivisions across 
the metro area.  Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the development standards 
and described the anticipated impact.  He also addressed how these standards compare and 



Councilmember ___________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #13-08-139 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

POLICY BOARD’S 2013-2014 WORK PLAN 

 

 WHEREAS, the primary objective of the Environmental Policy Board is to review, 

consider, initiate and recommend to City Council such policies, plans or projects that will enhance 

and preserve the natural environment of the City; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Environmental Policy Board’s scope includes, but is not necessarily 

limited to, matters of the preservation of the community forest, water quality, wetland preservation, 

ground water protection, ecological preservation, control of soil erosion and air, noise and light 

pollution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Environmental Policy Board is responsible for developing an annual 

work plan subject to the approval of the City Council. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council of the City of Ramsey hereby approves the 2013-2014 Work Plan 

for the Environmental Policy Board. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 27th day of August, 2013. 

 

 

              

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 5.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Chris Anderson, Community
Development

Information
Title:
Approve the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan

Background:
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an exotic, invasive insect from Asia that was discovered in St. Paul (Ramsey County)
in 2009. Since the initial detection of EAB in St. Paul, it has also been confirmed in Minneapolis (Hennepin
County), Houston and Winona Counties, Shoreview (Ramsey County) and most recently in Roseville (Ramsey
County). EAB poses a serious threat to Minnesota's forests and urban forests as there are over 900 million ash trees
within the state. As this pest spreads, it will undoubtedly have significant economic and environmental impacts.

While EAB has not yet been found in Anoka County, it is a matter of 'when' rather than 'if' and once it is
discovered, it will likely change the landscape of the community as well as have an impact on the budget. Thus,
City Staff worked with the Environmental Policy Board to develop a draft management plan outlining steps that the
City would take to manage the inevitable discovery of this pest. It is important to note that the draft EAB
Management Plan is not intended to prevent or eliminate EAB, which has proven impractical based on results in
other states, but rather to spread the potential cost of management over multiple budget cycles.

Notification:

Observations:
The EAB Management Plan is broken into multiple sections: Purpose, Applicability, Administration, Introduction
and Ash Management Plan. While the plan would apply to both public and private lands, based on
recommendations from the EPB, it was modified such that required actions (such as removals due to infestation of
EAB) would only be applicable to public trees. The required actions would not apply to privately held lands, but
would focus on simple educational efforts. However, it should be noted that the state (MN Department of
Agriculture) may become involved and could mandate removal and disposal to slow further spread.

The most meaningful part of the draft plan is the Ash Management Plan. In essence, this section discusses how the
City will address ash trees in general on public lands. Some of the actions have already been implemented, such as
prohibiting the planting of ash trees on public property (boulevards and parks) and education/public awareness
through the website, newsletter and QCTV.

A key aspect of the Ash Management Plan is completing a tree inventory. Presently, we do not have any data
regarding the number of ash trees (on public lands) in the City or what percentage of the community forest is
comprised of ash trees. Thus, it is unknown just how much of an impact this pest will have both on the budget and
landscape. An inventory would also be beneficial for scheduling and tracking maintenance, ensuring a diverse mix
of species is planted and identifying planting opportunities. The plan does not specify a start date, nor end date for
this inventory, but does recommend that the City start to consider this inventory to be staged over a series of
managable timeframes as time and resources allow. The specific implementation of this portion would be
considered as part of normal budget review cycles. In addition, the City could seek additional grant funding for
such activity if necessary.

The draft management plan also contemplates whether chemical treatments are warranted. Ramsey's street tree
population is still fairly young and thus, the trees are not at a mature size. Therefore, the draft plan states that the
City will not utilize chemical treatments except for 'Legacy' trees, which includes trees that have historical meaning
or those rated as being in excellent condition (through an inventory). Essentially, with the young age of the street



trees, it likely would be more cost effective in the long term to remove and replace ash trees rather than chemically
treating them.

Finally, regarding trees on private property, the draft plan states that the City will continue to educate the citizenry
about EAB and encourage people to monitor their ash trees for any potential signs/symptoms of EAB. The sooner
EAB activity is identified, the better the chance property owners have to implement control/management strategies
if they so choose.

The City Council reviewed the draft EAB Management Plan at the August 13, 2013 Work Session.  There was
general consensus of the City Council supporting the EAB Management Plan and Staff was directed to add this
item to a future City Council agenda for formal action.

Recommendation:
The Environmental Policy Board and City Staff recommend adopting the EAB Management Plan.

Funding Source:

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #13-08-140 approving the EAB Management Plan.

Attachments
EAB Management Plan
Draft City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes Dated August 13, 2013
Resolution Approving EAB Management Plan

Form Review
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Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan 

City of Ramsey, MN 

 

Purpose: 

 

By implementing the provisions of the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan, the City is 

attempting to minimize the disruption to its urban forest due to the inevitable infestation of 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  Based on the current evidence from states such as Michigan and 

Ohio, a proactive approach should help spread the costs associated with an EAB outbreak over a 

manageable time period and limit the detrimental effect on property value, quality of life and the 

environment.   

 

Applicability: 

 

This management plan is applicable to all public properties within the City, including rights-of-

way, boulevards, parks and open spaces, as well as private properties. 

 

Administration: 

 

The Community Development Department shall be responsible for implementing this program 

and working with the Public Works Department in seeing that the provisions are carried out. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an introduced invasive insect that has now been confirmed in 

twenty (20) states, including Minnesota, and two (2) Canadian provinces.  EAB attacks all 

species of ash trees (Fraxinus spp.) found in Minnesota, which include green ash (Fraxinus 

pennsylvanica), white ash (Fraxinus americana) and black ash (Fraxinus nigra).  This is of great 

concern because Minnesota is home to more than 900 million ash trees statewide and unlike 

some similar borers in the Agrilus genus (such as two lined chestnut borer and bronze birch 

borer), EAB is not solely an opportunistic pest, it is known to attack both healthy and stressed 

ash trees alike.  

 

As of the adoption date of this management plan, EAB has been confirmed in four (4) Minnesota 

counties: Hennepin, Ramsey, Houston and Winona.  While it is impossible to accurately 

determine when this pest will arrive in Ramsey, it is no longer a question of ‘if’ but ‘when’ it 

will be found here.  It is possible that this pest has moved beyond the known infestation sites and 

has yet to be identified.   

 

It is not the adult beetles that are detrimental to ash trees but rather the larvae of EAB (immature 

stage), which feed on the inner bark of trees, disrupting a tree’s ability to transport water and 

nutrients up to the canopy.  As the number of larvae in a tree increases, less and less water and 

nutrients reach the canopy, resulting in dieback in the upper portions of a tree.  By the time 

visible symptoms are obvious, the population of EAB has grown and likely spread to other trees 

in the area. 

 



 

 

Signs/symptoms of EAB that can help detect an infestation include: 

 Increased woodpecker activity/damage 

 Bark splitting (vertical slits) 

 D-shaped exit holes created by adult insects as they emerge from the tree 

 Epicormic branching/shoots near base of tree 

 Canopy dieback 

 Serpentine (s-shaped) larval galleries that are packed with frass 

 

Making early detection even more difficult is that initial attacks on an ash tree tend to be in the 

upper canopy.  For this reason, increased woodpecker activity is becoming a more reliable early 

indicator of a possible infestation. 

 

The City does not have an inventory of existing boulevard and/or park trees and therefore, it is 

unclear what the true impacts of EAB will be upon public land within the community.  

Nonetheless, the City will implement the following steps to try and slow the spread of EAB and 

allocate the costs of managing the tree loss and replacement over multiple budget cycles. 

 

Ash Management Plan: 

 

 Complete an inventory of all boulevard trees and trees in maintained park areas.  At 

a minimum, an inventory of all ash trees in boulevard areas and maintained park areas 

should be completed.  However, since the City has no inventory data at all, a complete 

inventory of trees would be beneficial for a number of reasons including: 

o Determining the percentage of boulevard trees that consist of ash species, which 

will help clarify the impact EAB will have on Ramsey’s street tree program as 

well as the urban forest as a whole. 

o Better budget estimation for maintenance (trimming, removing, planting) 

o Developing a master street tree plan to ensure a species rich landscape (diversity 

is the best defense to insect/disease outbreaks) 

o Replanting efforts 

 

 Education.  The City will continue to educate the citizenry and elected officials 

concerning EAB.  Tools that can and will be utilized include newsletter articles, segments 

on QCTV, the website and presentations to various groups/organizations.  Education will 

emphasize the importance of monitoring and early detection as well as management 

strategies including removal and disposal of infested wood and appropriate times of year 

to complete such work to avoid inadvertently spreading EAB. 

 

 Boulevard Trees: 
 

1. The City will institute a new policy that prohibits the inclusion of planting any ash 

species (Fraxinus spp.) on public property and boulevards. 

2. The City will discourage the inclusion of planting any ash species (Fraxinus spp.) 

as a part of any proposed development, whether commercial, residential or 

industrial. 



 

 

3. Existing ash trees in poor condition or in fair condition with major defects will be 

targeted for removal. 

4. Once discovered, EAB infested ash trees will be removed and disposed of 

properly. 

5. Ash trees that are removed will be replaced with another species, budget 

permitting.  Replanting will be done with a keen focus on species diversity and 

matching the right tree with the right location. 

6. Plantings will be conducted in the spring and/or fall based on staff availability and 

budget.  

7. Pesticide control will only be considered for ‘Legacy’ trees, those that have 

significant historical meaning or those that are rated in excellent condition.  This 

option will not be implemented for other ash trees because while it may be less 

costly than removal and replanting in the short-term, it can be much more 

expensive in the long-term due to the need to re-treat annually or biannually with 

the currently available products.  Additionally, considering the general age (fairly 

young) and size (relatively small) of Ramsey’s street trees, removal and 

replacement likely would be more cost effective presently. 

 

 Park Trees: 
 

1. The number of ash trees in City Parks, including maintained and wooded areas, is 

unknown but is likely well beyond a thousand.  Ash trees in poor condition or fair 

condition with major defects in maintained portions of parks will be identified and 

targeted for removal. 

2. The City will continue to work with the MN Department of Agriculture (MDA) 

and the MN Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to establish detection trees 

and traps as needed in city parks for early detection of EAB. 

3. Ash trees in wooded areas will not be addressed unless in close proximity to a 

trail or structure where harm and/or damage could result from a failure.  However, 

if an ash tree in a wooded area is found to be infested and it is in the early stages 

of infestation, said tree(s) may be removed to slow the spread to other areas. 

4. Ash trees removed from maintained areas of parks will be replaced budget 

permitting, again with a focus on species diversity and matching the right tree 

with the right location. 

5. Should ash trees be removed from wooded areas, natural regeneration will be 

relied upon for reforestation. 

 

 Trees on Private Property: 

 

1. Through educational efforts, property owners will be encouraged to diligently 

monitor their ash trees for any signs of EAB.  They can either contact the City’s 

Community Development Department or the MDA Arrest the Pest hotline for 

more information or for a site inspection. 

2. For property owners that are contemplating treatment options for individual ash 

trees, the City encourages them to hold off until EAB has been confirmed within 

fifteen (15) miles of Ramsey, as recommended by the MDA.   



 

 

3. The City will also continue to encourage property owners to replace lost trees 

with species appropriate for the site or even in advance of potential infestation 

and ash removal.  As with public lands, the City encourages property owners to 

diversify the species on their property to buffer against future insect/disease 

outbreaks.  A valuable reference that is available to homeowners for planting 

suggestions is the Ramsey Tree Book, which is available through the City’s 

website.   

 

Summary: 

 

It is clear that EAB poses a serious threat to Ramsey’s community forest.  The City will 

implement this EAB Management Plan to the extent feasible and as budgets permit.  The steps 

outlined above are based on current knowledge of EAB.  This management plan is subject to 

revision(s) as new information about EAB becomes available and/or as new treatment options 

are identified.  Furthermore, this plan is also subject to revision should state and/or federal 

policies necessitate plan updates.  Revisions to the EAB Management Plan would be subject to 

City Council approval. 

 

  



 

 

Projected Budget/Cost to City 

 

1. Tree removal and disposal cost estimate of $250 per tree*: 

a. bobcat & operator(1.5 hrs) $150.00 

b. 1 ton truck with maintenance worker( 1hr) $100.00 

 

2. Stump removal cost estimate of $200 per tree*: 

a. bobcat & operator(1.5 hrs) $150.00 

b. 1 ton truck with maintenance worker(.5 hrs) $50.00 

 

3. $400 per replacement tree (materials and labor) 

 

 

* This estimate includes time for loading and unloading equipment, travel time, soil and seed for 

restoration of site, and equipment maintenance. 
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The consensus of the City Council was to direct staff to advertise and formulate a meeting 
process, invite Mayor Strommen, Planning Commission Chairperson Levine, and EPB 
Chairperson Max to the initial meeting of the DNR related to the Critical Area rulemaking, and 
to report back following that meeting on the policy implications. 
 
2.04: Receive Update on Rum River Shores, a Proposed 44-Lot Single Family 

Development on the Rum River in the City of Anoka  
 
Development Services Manager Gladhill provided an update on Rum River Shores, a proposed 
44-lot single-family development on 22.5 acres along the Rum River, north of Bunker Lake 
Boulevard, in the City of Anoka.  He explained the project received approval from the Anoka 
City Council on August 5, 2013, and there are two general topics of feedback from Ramsey 
residents who live on the Rum River relating to bank stabilization, its compliance with Wild and 
Scenic Rivers standards, and the public dock.  It was noted the City Council had reviewed the 
public notification and did not object to the proposed development but had requested the two 
communities work together to solve regional transportation issues as growth occurs.   
 
Development Services Manager Gladhill displayed a site plan of the subject development and 
explained the difficulty in stabilizing the riverbank.  He stated this project has been approved by 
the Anoka Conservation District (ACD), reviewed by the DNR, and approved by the City of 
Anoka under its current ordinances.  He displayed pictures of the style of homes to be 
constructed, noting the location of the trail, vegetative restoration plan, and photos of the existing 
conditions of erosion necessitating bank stabilization.  Development Services Manager Gladhill 
explained that it may take up to ten years for the riverbank to be visually restored after the bank 
stabilization project. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous stated it seems there is only one Ramsey home in view of this project. 
 
Development Services Manager Gladhill pointed out the location of Ramsey’s Rivers Bend Park 
that is in view of this project.  He explained that the buckthorn removal project was conducted by 
the ACD under a conservation easement, which is being confused with this project.  He indicated 
this project will not impact the flow of the River.  Development Services Manager Gladhill 
stated staff checked with the ACD and DNR to assure Anoka is following proper procedures. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous congratulated the City of Anoka on a beautiful plan. 
 
Informational; no action required. 
 
2.05: Review Draft Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan  
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson described the Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB), an exotic invasive insect that has been discovered in areas of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
but not yet in Ramsey.  He stated the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) has developed a draft 
Management Plan outlining steps that the City can take to manage the inevitable discovery of 
this pest.  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson presented the EAB 
Management Plan, as detailed in the staff report.  It was noted the intent is not to prevent or 
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eliminate EAB, which is impractical based on results in other States, but to spread the potential 
cost of management over multiple budget cycles.  Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator 
Anderson presented the projected budget impact.  He requested that the City Council provide 
feedback on the draft EAB Management Plan, noting it satisfies a requirement of the Community 
Forest Bonding Grant that was awarded to the City in 2012 to complete the landscaping in North 
Commons.   
 
Councilmember Riley stated he supports the approach of not treating and replacing, as necessary, 
however, a recent StarTribune article was contrary to that recommendation. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the City of Burnsville is looking 
at regularly treating trees instead of removal/replacement.  He stated he is making a 
recommendation of removal/replacement due to the age of Ramsey’s street trees, which are 
smaller (6-8 inches) and not as large as longer established communities that have trees 20 inches 
in width.   
 
Councilmember Tossey asked if builders are being asked to no longer plant Ash Trees in 
boulevards. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson answered in the affirmative and stated 
the City no longer allows, on public property, the planting of Ash Trees and also discourages, 
when asked, on private property. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood noted Associate 
Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson is a Certified Arborist so the City is ahead of the 
curve on this threat by removing diseased trees and addressing preemptive actions.  He stated if a 
private property owner has a large Ash Tree they want to save, the City would provide 
information on how it can be treated. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated a tree inventory will be 
conducted as time and budgets permit.  He explained having that information will allow the City 
to determine the level of threat from EAB.  He noted that when Dutch Elm was a threat, many 
communities replanted with Ash Trees. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous asked if the City should prohibit planting Ash Trees on private 
properties to protect the rest of the City’s trees. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that is a policy decision for the 
City Council but over time, there may be a treatment that is successful.  He explained that in 
other impacted States, it has been found that once the initial wave of EAB gets through, 
treatment of remaining Ash Trees can be scaled back. 
 
Councilmember Tossey stated he would object to the City telling private property owners what 
kind of tree they can plant; however, he does support the City not planting Ash Trees on public 
property. 
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Mayor Pro tem Backous stated he also supports private property rights but the City has rules 
about conserving water and quality of top soil and if Ash Trees threaten the City’s tree inventory, 
he would consider such an option. 
 
Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated if you force a specific species to 
be planted that the property owner does not like, they may be less inclined to care for that tree.  
From that perspective, if someone has their heart set on some cultivar of an Ash Tree, the City 
would be hard pressed to prohibit it. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Backous stated it would be effective to educate the public about the threat of 
EAB. 
 
Councilmember Riley supported education and also to discourage planting of Ash Trees. 
 
The consensus of the City Council was to support the draft EAB Management Plan and direct 
staff to place it on a future City Council agenda for formal action. 
 
3. FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Noted. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
Acting City Administrator Lund read an email from Elwyn Tinklenberg, Tinklenberg Group, 
providing an update on Mn/DOT’s consideration of innovative funding options for the 
Armstrong Boulevard interchange. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated he will attend the August 15, 2013, LRRWMO meeting. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood indicated that City Council 
Agenda Item 7.04, Adopt Resolution #13-08-136 Approving the Joint Powers Agreement and 
Accepting Bids for the Mississippi River Trail, will be pulled from tonight’s agenda because the 
funding relationship and JPA disbursements are not accurate.  It will be rescheduled for 
consideration at the City Council meeting of September 10, 2013. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember LeTourneau, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to adjourn the 
Work Session meeting. 
 
The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 



Councilmember ___________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #13-08-140 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EMERALD ASH BORER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

 WHEREAS, Emerald Ash Borer is an invasive pest that threatens all native species of ash 

in Minnesota; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Emerald Ash Borer has been confirmed in four (4) Minnesota Counties thus 

far, with one location being very near the southern border of Anoka County; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey values its urban forest and desires to protect it against 

widespread loss due to Emerald Ash Borer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey desires to implement certain actions that will help lessen 

the impact, both environmentally and financially, of Emerald Ash Borer on public lands by 

adopting an Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council of the City of Ramsey hereby approves the Emerald Ash Borer 

Management Plan. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 27th day of August, 2013. 

 

 

              

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 6.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Chris Anderson, Community
Development

Information
Title:
Approve Receipt of Pedestrian and Bicycle Trail Easement

Background:
On June 28, 2013, the City received a Building Permit application for the construction of a single family home on
Lot 1, Block 2 Sweetbay Ridge.  A review of the Certificate of Survey revealed that there was a slight
encroachment of a public trail across a portion of the rear property without a recorded easement. 

Notification:

Observations:
This trail was constructed by the original developer of Sweetbay Ridge and it appears that an attempt had been
made to avoid removal of several trees by curving the trail between them, resulting in the slight encroachment. 
Staff has discussed this matter with the current property owner, Capstone Homes, Inc., who has agreed to grant the
City a trail easement to address the encroachment.  The easement identifies the City as being responsible for all
costs to construct and repair the surface of the trail as well as providing snow removal (as is typical for all City
trails).  The property owner (including successors and assigns) shall be responsible for maintaining the grass and
vegetation within the easement area.

Failure to accept the easement would require the trail to be relocated entirely into the public road right-of-way,
likely at the City's cost.  The easement does not subject the City to any work or cost above and beyond what is
typically done for trail maintenance.

Recommendation:
City Staff recommends authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the easement document accepting the
pedestrian and bicycle trail easement on behalf of the City.

Funding Source:
The City will be responsible for recording the pedestrian and bicycle trail easement document with Anoka County. 
The current recording fee is forty-six dollars ($46.00)

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #13-08-144 accepting granting of trail easement to the City.

Attachments
Proposed Pedestrian and Bicycle Trail Easement
Sketch of Proposed Easement Area
Resolution Approving Pedestrian and Bicycle Trail Easement

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 08/21/2013 08:21 AM
Bruce Westby Bruce Westby 08/21/2013 03:19 PM
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GRANT OF PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE TRAIL EASEMENT 

 

 This grant of a pedestrian and bicycle trail easement (“Grant”) is made this _____ 

day of ______________, 20___, by Capstone Homes, Inc., a business corporation under 

the laws of the State of Minnesota (hereinafter referred to as “Grantor”) to the City of 

Ramsey, a municipal corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota (hereinafter 

referred to as “Grantee”). 

 

 WITNESSETH: 
 

 WHEREAS, Grantor is the owner of real property situated in the County of 

Anoka, State of Minnesota, legally described as Lot 1, Block 2 Sweetbay Ridge, Anoka 

County, Minnesota (the “Property”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Grantor wishes to grant and dedicate an easement for pedestrian and 

bicycle trail purposes for the benefit of the public, over, under, across and upon the 

Property in those areas legally described in Exhibit A, attached hereto (hereinafter 

referred to as the “Easement Area”). 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, for One Dollar and other good and valuable consideration, 

the parties agree as follows: 

 

 1. Easement Grant and Dedication.  Grantor hereby grants, dedicates, conveys 

and quit claims to Grantee, its successors and assigns, a perpetual easement for pedestrian 

and bicycle trail purposes for the benefit of the public, over, under, across and upon the 

Easement Area. 

 

 2. Construction and Maintenance.  Grantee is responsible for all costs to 

construct and repair the surface of sidewalk/trail and to provide for snow removal.  

Grantor shall maintain the grass and vegetation within the Easement Area in accordance 

with City ordinances, with the understanding that Grantee may, on occasion, cut the grass 

within the Easement Area.  Grantee’s occasional maintenance of the grass within the 

Easement Area shall not relieve Grantor’s obligations under City ordinances. 
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  3. Successors and Assigns.  All of the provisions of this instrument, including 

the benefits and burdens, run with the land and are binding on and inure to the benefit of 

the heirs, assigns, successors, tenants and personal representatives of the Grantor and 

Grantee herein. 

 

 4. Headings.  Paragraph headings used in this instrument are for convenience 

only, and shall not affect the construction of this Grant. 

 

 5. Entire Agreement.  This instrument, and the Exhibits attached hereto, 

constitute the entire understanding of the parties hereto with respect to the transaction 

contemplated thereby, and supersede all prior agreements and understandings between 

the parties with respect to the subject matter.  No representations, warranties, 

undertakings or promises, whether oral, implied, written or otherwise, have been made by 

either party hereto to the other unless expressly stated in the above-referenced 

documents, or unless mutually agreed to in writing between the parties hereto after the 

date hereof, and neither party has relied on any verbal representations, agreements, or 

understandings not expressly set forth herein. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have set their hands the day and year 

first above written. 
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GRANTOR:             

 

 

       By:        

 

       Its:        

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF __________ ) 

 

 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before this _____ day of 

_____________, 20___, by ____________________, the ___________________ of 

_________________________________, a Minnesota ______________, on behalf of the 

___________________. 

 

              

       Notary Public 

 

 

(Additional signatures on next page.) 
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GRANTEE:     City of Ramsey, a Minnesota municipal 

      corporation 

 

 

      By:         

 

      Its:  Mayor       

 

      AND 

 

 

      By:         

 

      Its:  Clerk       

 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 

 

 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before this _____ day of 

______________, 20___, by ___________________________, the _________________ 

and ____________________, the _____________________ of the City of Ramsey, a 

Minnesota municipal corporation, on behalf of the corporation. 

 

 

              

      Notary Public 

 

THIS INSTRUMENT WAS DRAFTED BY: 

 

Ratwik, Roszak & Maloney, P.A. 

730 Second Avenue South, Suite 300 

Minneapolis, MN  55402 

Telephone:  (612) 339-0060 

(JJL) 
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Exhibit A 

 

A permanent easement for trail purposes over, under and across the west 10.00 feet of the 

South 70.00 feet of the North 80.00 feet of Lot 1, Block 2, SWEETBAY RIDGE, Anoka 

County, Minnesota. 

 





Councilmember ____________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #13-08-144 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CONVEYANCE OF A PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE 

TRAIL EASEMENT FROM CAPSTONE HOMES INC. ON LOT 1, BLOCK 2 

SWEETBAY RIDGE. 

 

 WHEREAS, on June 28, 2013, Capstone Homes, Inc., submitted a Building Permit 

application to the City of Ramsey for a single family home to be constructed on Lot 1, Block 2 

Sweetbay Ridge; and   

 

 WHEREAS, through the review of the Certificate of Survey submitted with the Building 

Permit application, a trail encroachment across a portion of the rear yard was identified without a 

properly recorded easement; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Capstone Homes, Inc., the owner of Lot 1, Block 2 Sweetbay Ridge, has 

agreed to convey to the City of Ramsey a Pedestrian and Bicycle Trail Easement to rectify this 

encroachment. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the conveyance of a Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Trail Easement from Capstone Homes, Inc., over a portion of Lot 1, Block 2 Sweetbay 

Ridge. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

_________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 27th day of August, 2013. 

 

 

              

       Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 
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City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   

CC Regular Session   4. 7.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Chris Anderson, Community
Development

Information
Title:
Approve Revised Site Plan and Development Permit for McDonald's

Background:
On August 16, 2013, the City received revised plans for the McDonald's project.  The plans reflect a slightly
reduced building footprint, shortening the length of the building by a total of ten (10) feet (five [5] feet on the north
end and five [5] feet on the south end).  While this is a minor revision overall, it does represent a change from the
approved Site Plan (approved by City Council on January 22, 2013).  Also, the Development Permit had indicated
a completion date of January 22, 2014 for all required improvements.  However, the applicant has yet to close on
the purchase of the property from the Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA).  Within the Real Estate
Agreement (REA) with the HRA, the required improvements are to be completed within 720 days of closing on the
property.  Therefore, the Development Permit has also been revised to reflect a required completion to match that in
the REA (720 days from the date of closing on the property).  The Attorney has advised that the two documents
should be consistent, as the REA date would prevail.  Typical store construction would take 180 days.

Notification:

Observations:
The reduced building footprint does result in a slight reduction in seating; however, the number of parking stalls
provided still complies with the standards of the Design Framework.  Reducing the building footprint will result in
slightly more pervious area (additional sod) on site.  There do not appear to be any other significant changes from
the originally approved Site Plan.

McDonald's policies are such that they require that the City issue the Building Permit before they will complete the
real estate transaction with the City's HRA. A component of allowing Staff to issue the Building Permit is the
executing of the Development Permit. The proposed revisions to the Site Plan and Development Permit are fairly
minor and, at least with the Development Permit, will mirror certain dates within the REA and thus, it seems
reasonable to approve both.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving both the revised Site Plan and Development Permit.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this request are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Council Action:
Motion to approve the revised Site Plan and Development Permit.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Revised Site Plan
Revised Development Permit
Revised Exhibit A (in Development Permit)
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Site Location Map 
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MCDONALD’S 

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into by and between the CITY OF RAMSEY, a 

municipal corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota (the "CITY"), and MCDONALD’S USA 

LLC,  a Limited Liability Corporation (Foreign) under the laws of the State of Minnesota, whose address 

is 1650 W 82nd Street, Suite 900, Bloomington, MN 55431 (the “PERMITTEE”). 

 

 WITNESSETH: 

 

 WHEREAS, the PERMITTEE is the fee owner of the following described property situated in 

the CITY OF RAMSEY, County of Anoka, State of Minnesota, and legally described as follows: 

 

  Lot 2, Block 1, COR TWO, Anoka County, Minnesota 

 

 (the "Subject Property"); and 

 

 WHEREAS, on January 22, 2013 the CITY approved the final site plan for McDonald’s on the 

Subject Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on August 27, 2013 the CITY approved the revised final site plan for McDonald’s 

on the Subject Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the PERMITTEE intends to cause the Required Improvements to the Subject 

Property to be constructed without financial participation by the CITY. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the CITY and PERMITTEE agree as follows:   

 

SECTION I 

REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

1. City Code Compliance.  The CITY approves the site plan (the “Site Plan”) conditioned on the 

PERMITTEE developing the Subject Property in accordance with the applicable provisions of 

City Code.  

 

2. Conformance with Plan.  The Site Plan shall be developed pursuant to the plans prepared by 

Landform Professional Services, LLC, dated November 26, 2012, revised July 29, 2013 and by 

Ware Malcomb dated July 18, 2013.   

 

3. Incorporation of All City Code Requirements.  That the recitals above and the applicable 

provisions of the City Charter, Subdivision Code, Zoning Code and Public Improvement Code of 

the CITY, as amended to date hereof, are incorporated herein by reference. 

 

4. State Building Code Compliance. The structure(s) shall be constructed in accordance with the 

requirements of the Building Code.  

 

5. Fire Lanes. Fire lanes shall be maintained on the Subject Property. The exact locations of these 

items on the Subject Property shall be as directed by the Fire Chief. The PERMITTEE herein 
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agrees to post “No Parking” signs along private streets in accordance with City Code requirements 

and in conjunction with the instructions of the Fire Chief. 

 

6. Building Façade. The PERMITTEE agrees to construct the building in accordance with the Site 

Plan prepared by Landform Professional Services, LLC, dated November 26, 2012, revised July 

29, 2013 and architectural elevations prepared by Ware Malcomb dated July 18, 2013, and 

approved by the City Council on August 27, 2013 contingent upon compliance with the Staff 

Report dated December 28, 2012 and revised on January 18, 2013.  

 

7. Required Improvements. The PERMITTEE shall construct and install the following site 

improvements on the Subject Property in accordance with the specifications and location as 

shown on the Site Plan. The Required Improvements are as follows:  

 

a. Site grading in accordance with the Grading Plan prepared by Landform Professional Services, 

LLC, dated November 26, 2012, revised July 29, 2013. 

b. Private storm sewer and appurtenances.  

c. Private sanitary sewer system 

d. Private watermains and appurtenances 

e. Private trunk and lateral storm drainage facilities 

f. Bituminous driveways, parking lots, and maneuvering areas, including access to Sunwood 

Drive. 

g. Continuous, B6/12 concrete curbing and gutter around the perimeter of all bituminous surfaces. 

h. Installation of Landscaping in accordance with the Landscape Plan prepared by Landform 

Professional Services, dated November 26, 2012, revised July 29, 2013.  

i. Irrigation metering and backflow devices shall be approved as part of the Utility Plan, and 

installed accordingly. 

j. Irrigation rain sensors shall be installed and appropriately placed throughout the development.  

k. Establishment of turf in areas disturbed during construction and in accordance with the Site 

Plan. 

l. Temporary and permanent erosion control. 

 

 ("Required Improvements)". 

 

The PERMITTEE agrees to construct the Required Improvements according to the terms and 

conditions of this agreement, in accordance with PERMITTEE’s plans submitted to the CITY, and in 

compliance with the Staff Report dated December 28, 2012, revised January 18, 2013. 

 

8. Required Improvements Completion Date.  The Required Improvements shall be                                  

completed on or before 720 days from the date of closing on the Subject Property. 

 

9. Required Improvements Financial Guarantee.  In order to ensure the installation of the Required 

Improvements in accordance with CITY specifications and in a timely manner, the PERMITTEE shall 

be required to deposit with the CITY a cash escrow or letter of credit, approved as to form by the 

CITY, in the amount of Sixty Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents. ($65,000.00), which is 150% of 

the CITY's estimated cost of the Required Improvements.  Prior to the issuance of the building permit, 

all financial guarantees must be provided as required herein. 

  

Upon completion of the construction of the Required Improvements, the financial guarantee shall be 

returned to the PERMITTEE and the PERMITTEE shall be required to provide the landscaping 

maintenance guarantee described in Item #13 of this Development Permit.  The determination of 

completion of the construction of the Required Improvements shall be made by City Staff.  In the event 
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the PERMITTEE fails to construct and install the Required Improvements as required herein, the City 

Council may order the completion of the Required Improvements with CITY day labor and/or by 

letting contracts for said completion and draw upon the escrow for payment.  Only the City Council 

shall have the authority to direct completion of the Required Improvements and withdraw from the 

escrow account.  The PERMITTEE hereby grants permission and a license to the CITY and/or its 

contractors and assigns to enter upon the Subject Property for the purpose of completing the 

construction and installation of the Required Improvements in the event of the PERMITTEE’s default. 

 

10. Inspection Fees.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for all inspection costs incurred by the CITY 

related to the installation of Required Improvements.  The PERMITTEE shall make a cash deposit 

into the appropriate escrow account at the CITY and the CITY shall have the authority to draw upon 

these funds for the purpose of compensating for inspection services.  The amount of the deposit shall 

be equal to five percent (5%) of the estimated cost of the Required Improvements, which equates to 

Two Thousand One Hundred Sixty Seven Dollars and No Cents ($2,167.00) (5% x $43,333.00).  Upon 

completion of the Required Improvements to the satisfaction of the City, any surplus balance remaining 

in the CITY’s escrow account shall be refunded to the PERMITTEE. 

 

11. Development Fees.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for payment of all applicable development 

fees as outlined in Exhibit A attached hereto, prior to issuance of a building permit.  The rate in effect 

at the time of execution of this Agreement will be collected.  

 

SECTION II 

PERMITS AND OCCUPANCY  

 

12. Requirements for Building Permits.  No building permit for any lot in the Plat shall be issued until: 

(a)  a Class 5 driving surface is installed to within 300 feet of the structure;  (b) site plan approval is 

granted by the CITY and any expense incurred in giving site plan approval has been reimbursed to the 

CITY;  (c) the Building Official has been provided with a copy of the approved site plan, signed by a 

registered architect or surveyor, showing all dimensions to scale;  (d) the Plat has been recorded at 

Anoka County Property Records, (e) a Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization Permit 

has been obtained, (f) all applicable development fees, as outlined in Exhibit A attached hereto, have 

been paid to the CITY. The CITY reserves the right to suspend all building activities upon the CITY 

being notified by an outside agency that the appropriate permit(s) was not obtained from the applicable 

agency.  Approval of the building foundation requires a certificate of elevation signed by a licensed 

(State of Minnesota), professional land surveyor, verifying that the elevation is in accordance with the 

approved grading plan for the Plat.  Foundation approvals will require a certificate of elevation 

verifying that the actual elevation is in compliance with the approved grading and drainage plan. The 

lowest floor elevation shall be at least two (2) feet above the 100 year elevation. 

 

No occupancy permit for any lot in the Plat shall be issued until:  (a) vehicular access to the lot is 

provided including the installation of at least one layer of bituminous surfacing;  (b) all utilities are in 

place, operational and accepted by the CITY;  (c) for lots that have a slope of less than 2%, a certificate 

of grading, prepared by a licensed (State of Minnesota), professional land surveyor, must be provided 

to the CITY documenting that the flattest grade on this lot is 1% or greater will require certificates of 

grading. 

 

 

SECTION IV 

LANDSCAPING 
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13. Maintenance Guarantee for Landscaping.  It is herein agreed that the PERMITTEE shall provide 

a maintenance guarantee to ensure the survival of the plantings.  Said maintenance guarantee shall 

consist of cash or a letter of credit, approved as to form by the CITY, in the amount of Two Thousand 

Two Hundred Seventy-Three Dollars and No Cents (2,273.00) [# plantings (13 trees, 49 shrubs) x 

cost/planting ($300/tree, $75/shrub) x 30% average non-survival rate], which shall be in effect for a 

two (2) year period commencing on the date of the CITY’s acceptance of said plantings as part of the 

Required Improvements. 

At the end of the two (2) year period, the PERMITTEE shall contact the CITY to schedule a final 

inspection of the landscaping. The determination that all plantings that have been planted in accordance 

with the Site Plan have either survived or have been replaced shall be made by the Community 

Development Department.  Upon approval of the final landscape inspection by the CITY, the 

maintenance guarantee shall be returned to the PERMITTEE.  In the event the PERMITTEE fails to 

maintain the required plantings for a two (2) year period, the City Council may order the replacement 

of plantings with CITY day labor and/or by letting contracts and draw upon the escrow for payment.  

Only the City Council shall have the authority to direct replacement of the plantings and withdraw from 

the escrow account.  The PERMITTEE hereby grants permission and a license to the CITY and/or its 

contractors and assigns to enter upon the Subject Property for the purpose of replacing plantings in 

the event of the PERMITTEE default. 

 

SECTION V 

GENERAL 

 

14. Boulevard and Area Restoration.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for restoring all areas 

disturbed by the development grading operation in accordance with the approved erosion and sediment 

control plan.  The PERMITTEE shall also be responsible for the cost of cleaning any soil, earth or 

debris from the wetlands within and adjacent to this Site Plan resulting from grading performed in the 

development of the land. 

 

15. Construction Site Maintenance.  The PERMITTEE shall adhere to all CITY ordinances relating to, 

but not limited to, dumping of garbage, site development, construction debris, open burning, etc. 

 

16. Estimated Cost.  It is understood and agreed that cost amounts set forth in this Agreement as Required 

Improvements, unless specified as fixed amounts, are estimated.  The PERMITTEE agrees to pay the 

entire cost of said improvements including interest, engineering and legal charges. 

 

17. Site Plan Approval Expenses.  The PERMITTEE agrees that it will pay to the CITY all CITY 

expenses incurred in the approval of the Site Plan, including, but not limited to administration 

expenses, engineering and legal fees.  Said expenses shall be paid within fifteen (15) days of billing by 

the CITY and outstanding billings shall be paid prior to issuance of the building permit.  Any expenses 

incurred after the release of the building permit shall also be paid within said fifteen (15) day billing 

period.  Failure to pay the CITY’s expenses within the fifteen (15) day billing period will permit the 

CITY to draw upon any of the escrows required by this contract for payment. 

 

18. Reimbursement to the City.  The PERMITTEE agrees to reimburse the CITY for all costs incurred 

by the CITY in defense or enforcement of this Agreement, or any portion thereof, including court costs 

and reasonable engineering and attorney's fees. 

 

19. Invalidity of Any Section.  If any portion, section, subsection, sentence, clause, paragraph or phase of 

this Agreement is for any reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 

shall not effect or void any of the other provisions of this Agreement. 
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20. Proof of Authority.  When the PERMITTEE is a corporation, the CITY requires proof of authority 

by the corporation to execute this Agreement.  This proof of authority may be satisfied by providing 

the CITY with a certified copy of minutes of the corporate Board of Directors granting such authority. 

 

21. Violation of This Permit.  If the PERMITTEE fails to perform any of the terms of this Development 

Permit in the manner required by the CITY, the CITY shall be entitled to recover, from the 

PERMITTEE or the issuer of PERMITTEE financial guarantee, the full amount of any and all 

financial guarantees.  Breach of any of the terms of this Development Permit by the PERMITTEE 

shall also be grounds for denial of Building Permit or issuance of Certificate of Occupancy. 

 

22. Relationship to COR TWO Plat.  The approval of this Site Plan is contingent upon completion of the 

requirements of the COR TWO plat. The City Council approved a Development Agreement by and 

between the City of Ramsey and the Housing and Redevelopment Authority in and for the City of 

Ramsey. Before any development can occur on the Subject Property, the terms of said Development 

Agreement must be satisfied and include, but are not limited to, Stage I Improvements, Development 

Fees, financial sureties, and engineering inspection fees. 

 

23.  Stormwater Treatment System.  A legal instrument, such as an easement or right-of-access, shall be 

provided to the CITY to ensure the stormwater treatment system can be accessed and repaired, upon 

proper notification to the PERMITTEE, whenever needed. 

 

23. Agreement Binding On Successors and Assigns.  The PERMITTEE agrees that this Development 

Permit shall be binding upon its successors and assigns. 

 

 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals, this ____________________ 

day of _____________________, 2013. 

 

MCDONALD’S USA LLC 

 

By: 

______________________________________ 

 

Its: 

______________________________________ 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

 

By:___________________________________ 

Its: Mayor 

 

ATTEST 

 

By:___________________________________ 

Its: City Clerk 

             

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA )  

 

On this _______ day of ____________, 2013, before me a Notary Public personally appeared Sarah 

Strommen and Jo Thieling, to me personally known, being each by me duly sworn did say that they are 

respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, the municipal corporation named in the 

foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument is the corporate seal of said municipal corporation, 

and the said instrument was signed and sealed on behalf of said municipal corporation by authority of its 

City Council and said Sarah Strommen and Jo Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and 

deed of said municipal corporation. 
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       ________________________________  

       Notary Public 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

    ) ss. 

COUNTY OF   )  

 

The foregoing was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ____________________, 2013, by  

    , the      of McDonald’s USA LLC, a Limited 

Liability Corporation (Foreign) under the laws of the State of Minnesota, on behalf of the corporation. 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Notary Public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS INSTRUMENT WAS DRAFTED BY: 

City of Ramsey 

7550 Sunwood Drive NW 

Ramsey, MN 55303 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVIEWED BY: 

Randall & Goodrich 

2140 Fourth Avenue 

Anoka, MN  55303 

  

       



EXHIBIT A

McDonald's Site Plan Development Fees

City of Ramsey
2013 Commercial and Industrial Development Fee Calculator

Units Unit Type Unit Price Total Notes

Park Dedication and Trail Development 

Park Dedication

Commercial; or 1.36 per net dev. acre $4,738 $6,444

Industrial per net dev. acre $3,966 $0

Trail Development 1.36 per net dev. Acre $1,090 $1,482

Subtotal Park and Trail Development $7,926

Water and Sewer Fees

Water Fees

Trunk/Connection 1.36 per net dev. Acre $5,835 $7,936

Lateral per connection $6,143 $0 If already constructed

Sewer Fees

Trunk/Connection 1.36 per net dev. acre $3,308 $4,499

Lateral per connection $3,328 $0 If already constructed

Subtotal Trunk and Lateral $12,434

Accessibility Charges

Accessibility Charge (WAC) per SAC Unit $1,148 $0 Collected with Building Permit

Accessibility Charge (SAC) per SAC Unit $2,435 $0 Collected with Building Permit

SAC Handling Fee per address $25 $0 Collected with Building Permit

*SAC is a Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) Fee; SAC Unit Determined by MCES

Subtotal Water and Sewer Fees $12,434

Stormwater Management Fees

Stormwater Management 1.36 per net dev. acre $4,465 $6,072

Subtotal Stormwater Management $6,072

Street Light Fees

Street Light Type

Cobra; or per light $1,300 $0

The COR 4 per light $2,600 $10,400

Three (3) Years Operating and Maintenance 4 per light $294 $1,176

Subtotal Street Lights $11,576

Sureties and Inspection Fees

Sureties (to ensure completion; returned when complete)

Subdivisions/Plats (public improvements) cost of improvement 125% $0 Cash or Letter of Credit

Site Plans (private improvements) 43,333 cost of improvement 150% $65,000 Cash or Letter of Credit

Subtotal Sureties $65,000

Engineering Inspection Fee 43,333 cost of improvement 5% $2,167 Cash Escrow

Subtotal Surety and Inspection Fee $132,166

GRAND TOTAL FOR DEVELOPMENT FEES $38,009

GRAND TOTAL FOR ENGINEERING INSPECTION FEES $2,167 Separate from Building Permit

GRAND TOTAL FOR SURETIES $65,000

GRAND TOTAL FOR SAC/WAC $0 Collected with Building Permit



   

CC Regular Session   4. 8.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Consider Response to City of Anoka Comprehensive Plan Amendment for South Ferry Street Area

Background:
The City received notification from the City of Anoka regarding a Comprehensive Plan Amendment under
consideration in Anoka. Per Minnesota Statute 473, the Metropolitan Council requires that major Comprehensive
Plan Amendments be forwarded to adjacent communities and impacted agencies.

The Comprehensive Plan Amendment for Anoka addresses the land east of Ferry Street, west of the Rum River,
and south of Main Street. This area is approximately twenty-five (25) acres in size. The area is proposed to change
to Mixed Use from the existing designations of Mixed Use, Local Commercial, High Density Residential, General
Commercial, and Park and Recreation. The underlying zoning district would establish four sub-areas of North
Mixed Use, Open Space-Low Density Residential, Low Density Residential, and South Mixed Use.

Staff recommends that the City not object to the proposed amendment, but submit the City's common response
related to continued efforts to address regional transportation issues.

Council Action:
Motion to direct Staff to submit the attached response to the City of Anoka's Comprehensive Plan Amendment for
the South Ferry Street area.

Attachments
Amendment
Recommended Response

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 08:38 AM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 08/15/2013 09:13 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 
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August 22, 2013 
 
Crystal Paumen, Associate Planner 
City of Anoka 
2015 First Avenue North 
Anoka, MN 55303-2270 
 
RE: South Ferry Street Area Comprehensive Plan Amendment (City of Anoka) 
 
Crystal: 
 
The City of Ramsey has reviewed your Comprehensive Plan Amendments for the South Ferry 
Street Area sent August 12, 2013. The City of Ramsey provides the following comments: 
 
Regional transportation continues to be a priority for the City of Ramsey to address current 
levels of service, future forecasts, safety, and mobility. The City of Ramsey desires to continue 
to work with the City of Anoka to solve future design and capacity considerations. We are 
appreciative of the current activities related to joint efforts along Highway 10. 
 
The City of Ramsey feels there are already existing issues with capacity, safety, and level of 
service on the regional roadway system and that future household, population, and 
employment forecasts will further impact these factors. Improvements are necessary to 
increase capacity and safety, thus bringing the system to an acceptable level of service.  
 
The City of Ramsey supports the Comprehensive Plan Amendment, provided that the 
communities continue to work collaboratively to meet the regional transportation needs of the 
area. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
 
 
Tim Gladhill 
Development Services Manager 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 9.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Jackie Lipski, Finance

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #13-08-141 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of Accounts
Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of August 8, 2013 through August 21, 2013

Funding Source:
N/A

Council Action:
Motion to Adopt Resolution #13-08-141 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of
Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of August 8, 2013 through August 21, 2013.

Attachments
Bills list 8/27/2013
Resolution 8/27/2013

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Diana Lund Diana Lund 08/22/2013 02:04 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 03:30 PM

Form Started By: Jackie Lipski Started On: 08/21/2013 03:39 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 













































































Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #13-08-141

RESOLUTION APPROVING CASH DISBURSEMENTS MADE AND AUTHORIZING 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING RECEIVED DURING THE 
PERIOD OF AUGUST 8, 2013 THROUGH AUGUST 21, 2013.

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey Finance Department has made cash disbursements and 
received accounts payable invoicing during the period of August 8, 2013, through August 21,
2013, in the amount of $903,662.20; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is required to authorize payment for 
all disbursement transactions.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows:

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the cash disbursements made and 
authorizes payment of the accounts payable invoices as detailed in the attached Bills 
List for the period August 8, 2013, through August 21, 2013, in the amount of $ 
903,662.20.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

None

and the following abstained:

None
and the following were absent:

None

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 27th day of August 2013.

Mayor



RESOLUTION #13-02-050
Page 2 of 2

ATTEST:

City Clerk



   

CC Regular Session   4. 10.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #13-08-138 Proclaiming September 17 - 23, 2013 as Constitution Week

Background:
Staff received a request from the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) to place a resolution on the agenda
for Council adoption proclaiming the week of September 17 - 23, 2013 as Constitution Week.  That resolution is
attached for Council review and adoption.  It is anticipated a representative of the DAR will be in attendace to
accept the proclamation; however, if a representative is not available, a signed proclamation will be sent to the
organization.  The reading of this proclamation resolution is also listed under the Presentation portion of the agenda.

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #13-08-138 Proclaiming September 17 - 23, 2013 as Constitution Week.

Attachments
Constitution Week Resolution

Form Review
Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 08/12/2013 

Final Approval Date: 08/11/2011 



Councilmember  introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #13-08-138 

 

RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING SEPTEMBER 17 – 23, 2013 AS CONSTITUTION WEEK 

 

WHEREAS,  September 17, 2013, marks the two hundred twenty-sixth anniversary of 

the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional 

Convention; and 

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnificent 

document and its memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic celebrations which will 

commemorate the occasion; and 

WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the 

President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as Constitution 

Week. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
1) That the City Council of the City of Ramsey hereby proclaims the week of September 17 

through 23, 2013, as CONSTITUTION WEEK. 

 

2) That the City Council of the City of Ramsey asks its citizens to reaffirm the ideals of the 

Framers of the Constitution by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us 

through this guardian of our liberties, remembering that lost rights may never be gained.   

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember  

 , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 27th day of August, 2013. 

 

              

       Mayor Sarah Strommen 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk Jo Ann M. Thieling 

 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 11.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #13-08-143 Appointing Councilmember Johns to the Finance Committee

Background:
Attached is a resolution appointing Councilmember Johns to serve the remainder of 2013 on the Finance
Committee.  Mayor Strommen would again serve as alternate for the Committee.

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #13-08-143 Appointing Councilmember Johns to the Finance Committee

Attachments
Resolution FC Appointments

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 01:41 PM
Jo Thieling Jo Thieling 08/22/2013 01:51 PM
Kurt Ulrich Jo Thieling 08/22/2013 01:52 PM

Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 08/20/2013 03:52 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 
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Councilmember   introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #13-08-143 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING COUNCILMEMBER JOHNS TO THE FINANCE 

COMMITTEE AND MAYOR STROMMEN AS ALTERNATE 

 

 WHEREAS,  in January of each year, the City Council is appointed to serve on various 

Committees; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the appointees to the Finance Committee for 2013 were Councilmembers 

Elvig, LeTourneau and Riley, with Mayor Strommen as alternate; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  Councilmember Elvig resigned his position of Councilmember Ward 1, 

which was accepted by the City Council on May 7, 2013, which also created a vacancy on the 

Finance Committee; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  Mayor Strommen was appointed to serve as a member of the Finance 

Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS,  a special election was held on Tuesday, July 30, 2013, to elect a 

Councilmember to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of David Elvig; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Jill Johns was elected Councilmember Ward 1; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Councilmember Johns has volunteered to serve on the Finance Committee 

and Mayor Strommen will once again serve as the alternate. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED B Y THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby appoints Councilmember Jill Johns to serve on the 

Finance Committee. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby appoints Mayor Sarah Strommen to serve as alternate on 

the Finance Committee. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember  

 , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

  

and the following voted against the same: 

 

  

and the following abstained: 

 



Resolution #13-08-143 
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and the following were absent: 

 

  

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 27th day of August, 2013. 

 

              

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

        

City Clerk 

 

 

 



   

CC Regular Session   4. 12.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

Submitted For: Bruce Westby By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #13-08-137 Authorizing Partial Payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC for Project 13-11
COR TWO-Sunwood Retail Stage One

Background:
Resolution and Pay Request Attached.

Recommendation:
The Engineering Technician IV has inspected the completed work and recommends partial payment to
Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC for Project 13-11 COR TWO-Sunwood Retail Stage One in the amount of
$165,889.95.

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #13-08-137 authorizing partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC for Project
13-11 COR TWO-Sunwood Retail Stage One in the amount of $165,889.98.

Attachments
Resolution
Pay Request

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Bruce Westby Bruce Westby 08/21/2013 03:08 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 08:33 AM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 08/08/2013 03:27 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 
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Commissioner _____________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

HRA RESOLUTION #13-08-137 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTIAL PAYMENT TO DOUGLAS-KERR 

UNDERGROUND, LLC FOR PROJECT 13-11 COR TWO (SUNWOOD RETAIL) 

STAGE 1 IMPROVEMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to a motion of the Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority, adopted April 9, 2013, authorizing the completion of plans and specifications for the 

COR TWO (Sunwood Retail) Stage 1 (common) improvements; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to a motion of the Ramsey Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority, adopted May 14, 2013, accepting plans and specifications and authorizing 

advertisement for bids for making the COR TWO (Sunwood Retail) Stage 1 (common) 

improvements including street, utility and drainage improvements, and other necessary 

appurtenant work, bids were received, opened, and tabulated, and bids were found to comply 

with the advertisement for bids: 

 

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2013 the bid of Douglas-Kerr Underground, LLC of Mora, 

Minnesota in the amount of $241,875.50 for the total base bid, was awarded; and 

 
WHEREAS, as of August 27, 2013 $0 has been paid to date; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineering Technician IV  has inspected the completed work and 

recommends partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground , LLC in the amount of $165,889.98. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF 

MINNESOTA: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes partial payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground, 

LLC for Improvement Project #13-11; in the amount of $165,889.95. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the project and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of August 27, 2013. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution.   
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Commissioner 

_______________  and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority this the 27
th

 day of August, 2013. 

 

 

             

       Chair 

ATTEST: 
 

 

      

City Clerk 





   

CC Regular Session   7. 1.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Adopt Ordinance #13-15 to Establish Armstrong Boulevard Interchange Overlay District

Background:
The City has been actively pursuing the construction of an interchange at Armstrong Boulevard and U.S. Highway
10. The City has been successful in securing a portion of the funding required for this project. More importantly,
the Anoka County Highway Department has completed the necessary environmental review to proceed with final
design of the interchange. As part of the public comment period during the environmental review portion of the
project, several commercial property owners expressed concern with loss of visibility due to the vertical nature of
the proposed structure.

The following case borrows a model ordinance used in the Central Avenue (TH 65) improvement project at Main
Street (CSAH 14) in Blaine. In this circumstance, a similar situation existed during the conversion of an at-grade
intersection to a grade-separated interchange. The proposed overlay district allows for additional sign height and
size.

The City Council introduced the ordinance on August 13, 2013 and is now eligible for adoption.

Notification:
The Public Hearing held by the Planning Commission on July 18, 2013 was published in the Anoka County Union.

Observations/Alternatives:
The proposed Overlay District would allow commercial properties within the district a maximum height of fifty
(50) feet and a maximum size of 150 square feet per face (aggregate 300 square feet). The underlying zoning
requirements would allow a maximum of twenty-five (25) feet in height and a maximum size of 100 square feet.

The proposed interchange structure would have a minimum clearance over Highway 10 of slightly less than twenty
(20) feet. The bridge deck structure would appear to be less than ten (10) feet for a total of thirty (30) feet clearance
necessary for visibility of signs immediately adjacent to the interchange structure. As the proposed height allowance
is fifty (50) feet, this would appear to be sufficient additional height, allowing for additional clearance for larger
vehicles. These measurements are preliminary, subject to completion of the final design of the interchange.

The Overlay District is proposed to be established for parcels within 750 feet of the centerline of Highway 10,
extending to the centerline of Traprock Street and extending to the centerline of Llama Street. As currently
proposed, this overlay district would not apply to The COR District, as that district contains separate, specific sign
regulations. An exhibit is attached hereto as reference.

These measurements are intended as a starting point for discussion. The City Council has the legislative authority to
recommend that the initial measurements be amended.

Recommendation:
The Planning Commission recommended approval of Ordinance #13-15.

Funding Source:
The ordinance is being prepared as part of normal Staff duties.



Council Action:
Motion to waive the City Charter requirement to read the ordinance aloud -AND- adopt Ordinance #13-15
establishing the Armstrong Boulevard Sign Overlay District.

Roll Call Vote:

Councilmember Riley
Councilmember Tossey
Councilmember Kuzma
Councilmember Johns
Councilmember LeTourneau
Councilmember Backous
Mayor Strommen

Attachments
DRAFT Ordinance #13-15
Area Map
DRAFT Planning Commission Minutes dated July 18, 2013
Email from Steve Young dated July 18, 2013

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 01:55 PM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 08/21/2013 

Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 



ORDINANCE #13-15 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 117 (ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS) 

TO AMEND SECTION 117-1 (DEFINITIONS) AND CHAPTER 117 ARTICLE II, DIVISION 8 

(SIGNS) ESTABLISHING THE ARMSTRONG INTERCHANGE SIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT. 

 

The City of Ramsey ordains:   

 

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY 

 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of the Charter of the City of Ramsey. 

 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT 

 

City Code Section 117-1 (Definitions) is hereby amended to include the following text. 

 

ARMSTRONG BOULEVARD INTERCHANGE OVERLAY DISTRICT: A district for purposes of 

allowing additional signage in a specified area, described as all commercially zoned property located 

within 750 feet of the Centerline of Highway 10 and extending to the Centerline of Traprock Street and 

extending to the Centerline of Llama Street. Parcels located within The COR District are exempted from 

this overlay district, as sign regulations for that district are located in a separate section of City Code. 

 

City Code Section 117-519 (Business type signs) is hereby amended to include the following text: 

 

(c) Permitted freestanding signs under previous Section 117-519, subd. (a) (business use signs), and 

located within the Armstrong Boulevard Interchange Overlay District as defined by this ordinance, shall 

be allowed to a height of not more than fifty (50) feet and an area of not greater than one-hundred fifty 

(150) square feet. Signs permitted under this section shall have a monument style base constructed of 

materials that are consistent with the principal building to a minimum height of six (6) feet. 

 

SECTION 3. SUMMARY 

 

This ordinance establishes a new zoning overlay district for the purposes of allowing for additional 

signage in the area adjacent to the future Armstrong Boulevard Interchange. A copy of a map illustrating 

the district is attached as Exhibit A, hereto. 

 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

This Ordinance becomes effective 30 days after its passage and publication, subject to City Charter 

Section 5.04. 

 

 PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota, the ____day of ___, 2013. 

              

      Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

       



City Clerk 

 

Introduction date:   

Posting dates:    

Adoption date:     

Publication date:    

Effective date:   

 



Exhibit A 

Armstrong Boulevard Interchange Overlay District 
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This map has been compiled using information gathered from various
governmental	offices	and	other	sources	and	is	to	be	used	for	reference
purposes only. It is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is
not intended for use as one. The Geographic Information System (GIS)
data used to develop this map is not warranted by the City as being
error-free. The City does not represent that the GIS data can be used
for exact
measurement of distance or direction or precision in the depiction of
geographic features.
If errors or discrepancies are found, please contact (763) 427-1410.
The City of Ramsey disclaims any responsibility or liability for the
accuracy of the information at any point of initial contact with a GIS to
which the public has general access. The preceding disclaimer is
provided pursuant to Minnesota Statute 466.03, Subd. 21 (2000), and
the user of this map acknowledges that the City of Ramsey is immune
from any and all claims brought by User, its employees or agents, or
third parties which  rise out of the user's access of the data.
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John Peterson, Oakwood Land Development, commented the proposed lots met all minimum 

City requirements and currently had water and sewer services in place.  He explained a home 

could be built on the proposed lots that was consistent with the homes in the area. 

 

The Commission was in favor of the proposed plan moving forward. 

 

5.04: Public Hearing: Consider Ordinance #13-15 to Establish Armstrong Boulevard 

Interchange Overlay District 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Presentation 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report stating the City has been 

actively pursuing the construction of an interchange at Armstrong Boulevard and US Highway 

10.  The City has been successful in securing a portion of the funding required for this project.  

He noted the Anoka County Highway Department has completed the necessary environmental 

review to proceed with final design of the interchange.  As part of the public comment period 

during the environmental review portion of the project, several commercial property owners 

expressed concern with loss of visibility due to the vertical nature of the proposed structure. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated the City has borrowed a model ordinance used in 

the Central Avenue (TH 65) improvement project at Main Street (CSAH 14) in Blaine.  A similar 

situation existed during the conversion of an at-grade intersection to a grade-separated 

interchange.  The proposed overlay district would allow for additional sign height and size.  Staff 

was recommending the signs be no more than 50 feet in height.  He requested the Commission 

hold a public hearing and adopt an Ordinance establishing the Armstrong Boulevard Interchange 

Overlay District. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill noted one business owner had requested a 300 square 

foot sign at 75 feet. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to close the public hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Brauer, Nosan, and 

VanScoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 8:14 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 
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Chairperson Levine understood that both the City and business owners were pleased with the 

overpass in Blaine.  He was encouraged that Staff was using the Blaine Ordinance as its model. 

 

Commissioner Brauer stated the height of the overpass bridge in Blaine was taken into 

consideration when setting the proposed sign height in their overlay district.   

 

Commissioner Bauer approved of the 50 foot sign height for the businesses within the overlay 

district. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill reviewed the properties that would be affected by the 

overlay district. 

 

Motion by Commissioner VanScoy, seconded by Commissioner Nosan, to recommend that City 

Council adopt Ordinance #13-15 establishing the Armstrong Boulevard Sign Overlay District. 

 

Further discussion 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked if a business owner could request a variance to the proposed sign 

height. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill stated this could be done but a sign structure higher 

than 50 feet would require a great deal of footings.  He noted a conditional use permit would 

have to be applied for.  

 

Amendment 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer to require the sign height to be tapered from the bridge height on 

down.  The amendment failed for lack of a second.   

 

Commissioner VanScoy recommended the Ordinance proceed as written by Staff. 

 

Chairperson Levine agreed. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners VanScoy, Nosan, Bauer, and 

Brauer.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioners Field and Maul. 

 

5.05: Zoning Bulletins 

 

Zoning Bulletins were noted. 

 

5.05: For Update Only: Report on Monthly Activities 

 

Staff provided a report on monthly activities. 
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Tim Gladhill

From: Steve@arborgroup.net
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2013 12:11 PM
To: Tim Gladhill
Cc: Kurt Ulrich; Bruce Westby
Subject: RE: Sign Overlay District Case
Attachments: Signage amendment 2013.07.18.pdf

Tim, 
 
Thanks for emailing me the proposed amendment to the sign ordinance for the Armstrong Interchange area.  Under the 
proposed ordinance, the maximum height increases to 50 feet.  However, I don't believe 50 feet is sufficient to 
overcome the visibility obstruction caused by the Interchange.  Assuming the bridge is 30 feet high and a semi‐trailer on 
the bridge is 15 feet, then the bottom of the sign should be at least 45 feet high.  However, due to the angle of a 
person's view driving from the west, a semi‐trailer on the Interchange and sign location, another 15 feet should be 
added for a total of 60 feet to the bottom of the sign.  Assuming each sign face is 150 SF (10 by 15), the maximum height 
of the sign should be at least 75 feet.   
 
In addition, 150 SF is not sufficient for a multi‐tenant sign this height.  Due to the height required under the above 
conditions, a multi‐tenant sign should have up to 300 SF per face to maintain legibility.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.  
 
Thanks, Steve 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Tim Gladhill [mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us]  
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2013 10:17 AM 
To: Steve@arborgroup.net 
Cc: Kurt Ulrich; Bruce Westby 
Subject: Sign Overlay District Case 
 
Steve, 
 
Staff has prepared a Public Hearing for the establishment of an overlay district for additional sign allowances in the area 
of the future Armstrong Interchange. 
 
A copy of the case can be found at 
http://156.142.212.178:8080/agenda_publish.cfm?mt=ALL&get_month=7&get_year=2013&dsp=agm&seq=3394&rev=0
&ag=726&ln=8676&nseq=3403&nrev=0&pseq=3395&prev=0. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Sent from my mobile device. 
 
Tim Gladhill 
Development Services Manager 
City of Ramsey 
7550 Sunwood Dr NW 
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Ramsey, MN 55303 
763‐576‐4308 (direct) 
763‐427‐1410 (main) 
763‐433‐9848 (fax) 
tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us<mailto:tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us> 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 2.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Adopt Ordinance #13-16 Amending City Code Relating to Surfacing Requirements in the Official Map Overlay
District and Other Highway 10 Improvement Impact Areas

Background:
On July 9, 2013, the City Council directed Staff to review performance standards along Highway 10, specifically in
the Official Map Area (for future freeway expansion) and areas impacted by associated improvements (most
notably the Armstrong Boulevard Interchange). The City Council desires to review performance standards every
two (2) to three (3) years to monitor the progress of improvements to Highway 10 and how it relates to the
longevity of current users. These standards include, but are not limited to surfacing requirements (for parking,
maneuvering, and display/storage), landscape requirements, and other improvements that are scheduled to be
impacted by the future interchange.

The Official Map has been established to allow current users economic benefit to adequately use an existing
property, while still limiting the amount of expansion that can occur that will impact the future public improvement
(Highway 10).

Staff has prepared an ordinance dealing specifically with surfacing requirements in this area. The City Council
desires to formalize and review our current policies and ordinances relating requirements for hard surfacing
(concrete or bituminous) that recognizes current advancements in the Armstrong Interchange project and increased
focus on overall Highway 10 needs.

The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on August 1, 2013 and recommended approval of the Ordinance.

The City Council introduced the ordinance on August 13, 2013 and is now eligible for adoption.

Notification:
The Public Hearing held on August 1, 2013 was published in the Anoka County Union.

Observations:
There are a number of performance standards to consider as it relates to the Highway 10 Corridor including, but not
limited to, off-street parking, surfacing requirements, outside storage, and building materials. This ordinance
focuses specifically on surfacing requirements due to the volume of requests received. Staff will forward a more
comprehensive review of performance standards in the near future.

Surfacing

The proposed ordinance permits a waiver of standard surfacing requirements of asphalt or concrete with continuous
curb and gutter. The exemption would apply to the defined area ("Impact Area") of the following:

Properties located within the Highway 10 Official Map 
Properties specifically identified for acquisition in the approved Environmental Assessment review
documents for the grade separated interchanges on US Highway 10 at Sunfish Lake Boulevard, Ramsey
Boulevard, and Armstrong Boulevard

Staff would recommend the following standards as identified in the attached, proposed ordinance:

Utilized to expand existing parking, maneuvering and display areas only 



Utilized to expand existing parking, maneuvering and display areas only 
A minimum setback of five (5) feet from the edge of stormwater ponds and other sloped areas (to prevent
erosion issues)
A minimum setback of twenty (20) feet from all right of way lines (existing code provision)
Area should be screened; opaque fence acceptable
Encouragement of additional vegetative screening (not required); City reserves right to require additional
vegetative screening if necessary to mitigate identified concern(s) on a specific parcel
Class V gravel, recycled concrete, and recycled asphalt are identified as the acceptable alternatives

The recommended process for approval of alternative surfaces in this scenario is the granting of an Interim Use
Permit. An Interim Use Permit is a tool available to the City to permit a use that may be acceptable under current
circumstances, but would not be acceptable in the future. The termination date shall be tied to an identifiable date or
event in the future. In this case, the eventual conversion of Highway 10 to freeway status and acquisition of entire
parcels provides an event that may make this interim use acceptable today, but not acceptable when Highway 10 is
eventually upgraded. City Code allows interim uses to be approved for a maximum of five (5) years unless
otherwise approved by City Council. City Code states the following in regards to interim uses:

Sec. 117-52. - Interim use permits.  

(a) Purpose. The purpose and intent of allowing interim uses is:
(1) To allow a use for a limited period of time that reasonably utilizes the property where it is not
reasonable to utilize it in the manner provided in the comprehensive guide; and
(2) To allow a use that is presently acceptable but that, with anticipated development will not be
acceptable in the future.

(b) Application, public hearing, notice and procedure. The application, public hearing, public notice and
procedure requirements for interim use permits shall be the same as those for conditional use permits as
provided insection 117-51
(c) Standards of issuance.

(1) The planning commission may recommend an interim use permit and the council may issue such
interim use permits only if it finds that:

a. The use conforms to the zoning regulations;
b. The date or event that will terminate the use can be identified with certainty;
c. Permission of the use will not impose additional costs on the public if it is necessary for the
public to take the property in the future; and
d. The user agrees to any conditions that the city council deems appropriate for permission of
the use.

(2) Every interim use permit issued shall terminate upon a date or event that can be identified with
certainty, with the maximum duration of five years from the date of approval, unless otherwise
approved by the council.
(3) The council may attach such conditions to the interim use permit as it deems necessary in order to
carry out the intent and purpose of this chapter and protect the public health, safety and welfare. These
conditions may include a financial surety in an amount sufficient to remove the interim use and interim
structures upon expiration of the interim use permit.

(d) Termination. An interim use permit shall terminate upon the occurrence of any of the following events;
whichever first occurs:

(1) The date stated in the permit;
(2) A violation of conditions and subsequent revocation of the permit; or
(3) Revocation resulting from a cessation of the interim use for 30 consecutive days.

Recent advancements in the Highway 10 project, most notably the successful grant application in the amount of ten
million dollars towards the Armstrong Boulevard Interchange project, create a threshold in order to review
performance standards in this interim area. The City continues to strive to strike a balance between aesthetics,
equitable regulations, and areas in transition due to future public improvements. The Highway 10 corridor is a key
node for the community, and therefore it is important to regularly review the City's ordinances and policies. 

Staff recommends that it is important to adopt this ordinance if the City Council desires to increase the flexibility in
surfacing requirements. This will help the City clearly identify when the proposed surfaces are acceptable for use

http://library.municode.com/HTML/14286/level4/PTIICOOR_CH117ZOSU_ARTIIZO_DIV2ADEN.html#PTIICOOR_CH117ZOSU_ARTIIZO_DIV2ADEN_S117-51COUSPE


so that Staff can equitably enforce the City's ordinances.

Recommendation:
The Planning Commission recommends approval of Ordinance #13-16.

Funding Source:
Preparation of the ordinance is being handled as part of normal Staff duties.

Council Action:
Motion to waive the City Charter requirement to read the ordinance aloud -AND- adopt Ordinance #13-16.

Roll Call Vote:

Councilmember Johns
Councilmember Kuzma
Councilmember Tossey
Councilmember Riley
Councilmember Backous
Councilmember LeTourneau
Mayor Strommen

Attachments
DRAFT Ordinance #13-16
DRAFT Planning Commission Minutes date August 1, 2103
Armstrong Parcels
Highway 10, Sunfish Boulevard, and Ramsey Boulevard Parcels

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 01:58 PM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 08/21/2013 

Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 



 

 

 

ORDINANCE #13-16 

 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 

AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 117 OF THE CITY CODE, WHICH CHAPTER IS 

KNOWN AS ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS OF THE CITY CODE OF RAMSEY, 

MINNESOTA  

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 117-356 (COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT OFF-STREET PARKING) OF THE RAMSEY CITY CODE.  

 

The City of Ramsey Ordains: 

 

SECTION 1 AUTHORITY 

 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of the City Charter of the City of 

Ramsey. 

 

SECTION 2 AMENDMENTS 

 

Section 117-356 is hereby amended as follows (additions indicated as underline, deletions 

indicated as strike-through): 

 

(d) Surfacing Requirements for Highway 10 interim areas. 

(1) Purpose. The City Council desires to acknowledge the impacts of Highway 10 

improvements that will convert this corridor to a freeway status while still 

providing fair and equitable enforcement of City Code standards for those areas 

not impacted by future Highway 10 improvements. This conversion will eliminate 

private accesses, require the acquisition of private parcels, and will include the 

construction of grade-separated interchanges.  With that in mind, this Section 

provides an exemption to surfacing standards as directed below to reduce the 

burden of costly improvements that will be eliminated in the near term. Consistent 

with guidance provided by Minnesota Statute Chapter 462, the City establishes a 

process for allowing alternative surfacing for parking, maneuvering, storage, and 

display areas through the issuance of an Interim Use Permit. The City finds that 

these alternative surfaces are currently acceptable, but will not be acceptable 

when Highway 10 is converted to freeway status. 

(2) Area defined. This Section shall apply to the following areas only (collectively the 

“Impact Area”): 

a. Property located within the Highway 10 Official Map Area (as on file with 

the Anoka County Recorder)/H-1 Highway 10 Business District 



 

 

b.Parcels identified in the Preferred Alignment for Armstrong Boulevard 

Interchange as shown on the document titled ‘Environmental Assessment: 

US Highway 10 Interchange with Anoka County State Aid Highway 83 

(Armstrong Boulevard)’ dated August 2012. 

c. Parcels identified in the Preferred Alignment for Ramsey Boulevard 

Interchange and Sunfish Lake Boulevard Interchange as shown on the 

official Environmental Assessment. 

(3) Standards. 

a. Incorporation of other City Code standards. Notwithstanding other 

sections of this Chapter, these surfacing exemptions shall apply to 

surfacing requirements for concrete or bituminous with concrete curb and 

gutter. All other provisions related to off-street parking, outside storage, 

and outdoor display of goods for sale shall apply. 

b.Alternative Surfaces. In addition to permitted surfacing of the underlying 

zoning district, parcels located in the Impact Area may utilize Class V 

gravel, recycled concrete, or recycled bituminous (asphalt), subject to the 

standards of this Section, and requiring the issuance of an Interim Use 

Permit (IUP). 

c. Expansion of existing areas only. Alternative surfaces may be considered 

for parking lot expansion for existing parking lots only. Primary parking 

for employees and customers must be in accordance with the underlying 

zoning district. Alternate surfaces may not be used for customer and 

employee parking. Any alternative surface area may not exceed 150% the 

size of the primary surface area consisting of concrete or bituminous. 

d.Separation from stormwater ponds. The use of alternative surface 

materials may present potential degradation of stormwater areas due to 

sediment deposits. Alternative surfaces must maintain a minimum setback 

of five (5) feet from the edge of stormwater ponds as directed by the City 

Engineer. 

e. Setbacks. The edge of the parking/storage area must maintain a minimum 

setback of twenty (20) feet from rights of way. 

f. Screening. Alternative surfaces must be completely screened from view at 

ground level from public rights of way and adjacent properties, consistent 

with exterior materials standards of the underlying zoning district and/or 

100% opaque fencing. The City encourages planting of vegetation to 

enhance screening and improve aesthetics. The City reserves the right to 

require additional vegetative screening as a reasonable condition of 

approval if it determines that it is necessary to protect the intent of this 

Section for site specific conditions. 

g.Acceptable Uses. The use of the property must be in accordance with 

permitted, conditional, and accessory uses of the underlying zoning 

district. 

h.Motor Vehicles. The storage of motor vehicles and equipment must be in 

accordance with City Code Section 117-355 and 117-356 (Off street 

parking). The storage of inoperable vehicles or equipment is not 

acceptable.  



 

 

(4) Process. Requests for the use of alternative surfaces in the Impact Area shall be 

processed in accordance with City Code Section 117-52 (Interim uses). 

 

 

SECTION 3. SUMMARY 

 

The following is the official summary of Ordinance #13-16, which has been approved by the City 

Council of the City of Ramsey as clearly informing the public of the intent and effect of the 

Ordinance. 

 

It is the intent and effect of Ordinance #13-16 to amend Ramsey, Minnesota City Code Chapter 

117, Article II, Division 6, Subdivision 1, Section 117-356 to: 

 Establish acceptable alternative surfacing materials for areas impacted by future Highway 

10 improvements. 

 Define the impacted areas as those located within the Highway 10 Official Map Area, 

parcels identified in the Preferred Alignment for Armstrong Boulevard Interchange as 

shown on the document titled ‘Environmental Assessment: US Highway 10 Interchange 

with Anoka County State Aid Highway 83 (Armstrong Boulevard)’ dated August 2012, 

and parcels identified in the Preferred Alignment for Ramsey Boulevard Interchange and 

Sunfish Lake Boulevard as shown on the official Environmental Assessment. 

 Specify that customer and employee parking must be on proper surfacing as outlined in the 

underlying zoning district. 

 Identify a minimum setback alternative surfaces must maintain from stormwater ponds. 

 Specify screening requirements from ground level view from public rights of way and 

adjacent properties when alternative surfacing materials are used. 

 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The effective date of this Ordinance is thirty (30) days after its passage and publication, subject to 

City Charter Section 5.07. 

 

 Adopted by the Ramsey City Council the 27th day of August, 2013. 

 

 

             

     _____________________________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

Introduction Date:   



 

 

Posting Dates:  

Adoption Date:  

Publication Date:  

Effective Date:  
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Sharon Compton, 11356 Flintwood Street NW in Coon Rapids, with Pathways Community 

Church thanked the Commission for considering their request this evening.  She indicated the 

accessory building would assist in storing tables, chairs, outdoor equipment and mowers. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner VanScoy, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, VanScoy, Brauer, 

Field, Maul, and Nosan.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Maul, to recommend that City 

Council adopt Resolution #13-08-127 adopting Findings of Fact #0916 relating to the applicant’s 

request for an amended conditional use permit 

 

Further discussion 

 

Commissioner Field questioned if the existing shed would be removed.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the 12’ x 16’ existing shed would 

be removed to make room for the new accessory building.   

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Maul, Brauer, Field, 

Nosan, and VanScoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner VanScoy, to recommend that City 

Council adopt Resolution #13-08-128 approving an amended conditional use permit for an 

expansion of a religious institution based on Findings of Fact #0916 and contingent upon 

compliance with the Staff Report dated July 26, 2013. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, VanScoy, Brauer, 

Field, Maul, and Nosan.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5.03: Public Hearing: Consider Ordinance #13-16 Amending City Code Relating to 

Surfacing Requirements in the Official Map Overlay District and Other Highway 10 

Improvement Impact Areas 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Chairperson Levine called the public hearing to order at 7:13 p.m. 
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Presentation 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report stating on July 9, 2013 the 

Council directed staff to review performance standards along Highway 10, specifically in the 

Official Map Area (for future freeway expansion).  Signage and surfacing requirements were of 

specific concern.   He requested the Commission discuss the matter further and adopt the 

proposed Ordinance. 

 

Citizen Input 

 

None. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner VanScoy, to close the public 

hearing. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, VanScoy, Brauer, 

Field, Maul, and Nosan.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chairperson Levine closed the public hearing closed at 7:18 p.m. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Chairperson Levine questioned the length of time that would be allowed for an interim use 

permits. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained that interim use permits would be approved 

for five years and if not followed correctly action could be taken by the City. 

 

Commissioner Bauer asked how the City would address right-of-way issues in the future. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated the expanded highway areas would be 

handled through State Statute, but the property owners would have grandfather rights.  For the 

most part, most properties identified would be complete acquisitions.  His hope would be that 

property owners would build or expand outside of the proposed highway right-of-way. 

 

Commissioner Bauer recommended that staff consider landscaping or screening be considered 

short-term if completed in the interim within the proposed highway right-of-way. 

 

Commissioner VanScoy inquired if there were plans for a City of Ramsey interchange. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented a corridor study has been completed for 

both Sunfish Lake Boulevard and Armstrong Boulevard interchanges.   
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Commissioner Field recommended a language change to the Ordinance regarding the impacted 

area.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Bauer, seconded by Commissioner Brauer, to recommend that City 

Council adopt Ordinance #13-16, with the noted language change. 

 

Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Levine, Commissioners Bauer, Brauer, Field, Maul, 

Nosan, and VanScoy.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5.04: Consider Recommendation from Economic Development Authority (EDA) for Area 

Near 167th Avenue and Saint Francis Boulevard (TH 47)  

 

Presentation 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill presented the staff report stating the retail node located 

at 167th Avenue and Trunk Highway 47 has been a topic of discussion with City Council and the 

EDA for several years.  This node has struggled to become economically viable for some time, is 

experiencing high vacancy, an increase of blighted building conditions and escalating crime. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained the City has received a number of inquiries 

from property and business owners located in the 167/47 Node requesting assistance to help 

correct a market failure.  He indicated that Staff has worked through a policy that would assist in 

guiding this property through redevelopment while creating a common goal, vision, working 

parameters and a process to garner public input.  He requested the Commission review the policy 

and direct Staff to coordinate an Open House. 

 

Commission Business 

 

Assistant City Administrator Patrick Brama discussed the potential redevelopment of some land 

near the node by Rum River Hills Golf Course.  He stated conceptual plans were being reviewed 

by the City at this time and that the number of units was still uncertain.   

 

Commissioner Bauer commented if the number of residents in this area were to increase, it may 

create additional interest in the node.   

 

Chairperson Levine expressed concern with bringing in a warehouse use to the node as opposed 

to retail uses. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained the original vision for this area was a small 

neighborhood retail center to serve the adjacent residents. 

 

Assistant City Administrator Brama commented the EDA did not want to see the space opened 

up for warehouse or industrial uses.   
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CC Regular Session   7. 3.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #13-08-147 Requesting that Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (ACHRA)
Allocate $215,561 of its 2014 Levy toward Economic Development Activities in the City of Ramsey

Background:
During recent budget discussions, and in light of state imposed limits on the City's tax levy, staff was asked to
prepare a request to the County HRA, requesting that they use their available Ramsey levy to support City expenses.

Ms. Karen Skepper of the Anoka County HRA has advised the City that the request has to be done by a resolution
showing support of the City Council. The use of dollars generated by the County HRA levy is broadened now due
to the City's recent passage of a resolution allowing the City to access County HRA dollars for economic
development, whereas it was previously restricted to only housing projects. 

Staff drafted the resolution necessary to complete the above-mentioned actions and attached them to this topic
report.  

Observations/Alternatives:
According to the County, the city has great control over the funds.  It is the County's practice to place the collected
levy into a fund that is then made available for eligible projects selected by that city.  Typically, staff makes a
request to ACHRA staff and they confirm that the request meets the requirements laid out in state statute.  The next
step requires the City Council to pass a resolution requesting the funding.  The ACHRA board then approves the
request and the money can be accessed.  The Council may request additional projects at any time, based upon the
available funding.

Once the City opts-in to the economic development portion of the ACHRA, by passing the attached resolution, the
city can use all funding for housing, redevelopment or economic development. There are no caps or limits on how
the city decides to allocate their projects.

Originally, Ramsey opted into the HRA for the purpose of developing senior housing.  The County will
also provide technical assistance, respond to  funding requests and make periodic presentations as the City requests.

If a city opts in to the economic development activities they are “in” for 5 years.  At the 5 year point the city can opt
out by resolution.  There is no penalty as no additional dollars are levied. 

An important point is that under the current structure, the ACHRA can only undertake housing and redevelopment
projects.  If the City opts-in to the economic development activities, it expands the type of projects that will benefit
the city.  The levy stays the same either way.

The resolution states that the City Council authorizes the request to the ACHRA to allocate $215,561 of its 2014
levy toward economic development activity in Ramsey, specifically for pay for personnel costs of the City
Economic Development Authority (EDA) and City Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA).

Recommendation:
It is recommended that the Council approve the attached resolutions requesting and authorizing use of County HRA



It is recommended that the Council approve the attached resolutions requesting and authorizing use of County HRA
funds.

Funding Source:
N/A

Council Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #13-08-147 Requesting that Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment Authority
(ACHRA) Allocate $215,561 of its 2014 Levy toward Economic Development Activities in the City of Ramsey

Attachments
Res Req ACHRA Funds

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 02:58 PM
Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 08/22/2013 

Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 



Councilmember   introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #13-08-147 

 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT ANOKA COUNTY HOUSING AND 

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (HRA) ALLOCATE $215,561 OF ITS 2014 LEVY 

TOWARD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES IN THE CITY OF RAMSEY 

 

WHEREAS, annually the Anoka County HRA levies an HRA levy on Ramsey residents; 

and 

WHEREAS, the levy has been used to help in funding certain development projects 

within the City of Ramsey; and 

 

WHEREAS,  economic development is deemed a high priority for our community and 

also benefits the County; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey is requesting that the Anoka County HRA utilize its 

available tax levy for economic development activities in Ramsey.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1. That the Ramsey City Council authorizes the request to the Anoka County HRA to 

allocate $215,561 of its 2014 levy toward economic development activity in Ramsey, 

specifically for pay for personnel costs of the City Economic Development Authority 

(EDA) and City Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA).  

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

 , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 

this the 27th day of August, 2013. 

 

              

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 



   

CC Regular Session   7. 4.           
Meeting Date: 08/27/2013  

By: Colleen Lasher, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Report from the Personnel Committee – August 27, 2013

Case 2 of 4: Resolution to End a Part-time Building Maintenance Worker’s Probation
Case 3 of 4: Resolution to Hire a Building Official and Continue Relationship with St. Francis
Case 4 of 4: Resolution to Recruit for an Engineering Technician III

Note: Case 1 of 4 was for discussion only.

Background:
The following cases were presented at this evening's Personnel Committee meeting.

Case 2 of 4: Mr. Jeff Strelow was hired for the position of part-time Building Maintenance Worker on February 26,
2013 and was subject to a six-month probationary period. Mr. Strelow has successfully completed the required
six-month probationary period. Staff recommends retaining Mr. Strelow as a regular part-time employee.

Case 3 of 4: On May 28, 2013, the City Council directed staff to end contracted Building Official services and to
recruit for a City Building Official. Staff conducted this recruitment and received twenty-seven applications,
sixteen of which met the minimum position requirements and eight candidates were interviewed. At this time, staff
recommends hiring Mr. Rick Jarson, effective on or near September 16, 2013, at $31.23 per hour (step 1 of the
2013 wage scale) with a credit of 10 vacation days. Mr. Jarson has successfully passed the City’s background
check, reference checks, physical and drug screen, as well as the work-style assessment.

Due to a spike in Building Division activity, staff found it necessary to utilize the services of neighboring cities and
found the Saint Francis Chief Building Official to be particularly beneficial with a high level of expertise. Staff
proposes continuing this relationship with Saint Francis by utilizing Mr. Andy Schreder for Chief Building Official
services--limited to ten to twelve hours per week to provide additional expertise and to serve as a back-up Building
Official during times of leave, etc.

Staff anticipates the hours necessary to contract with Saint Francis (St. Francis would invoice the City of Ramsey)
would be offset by a reduction in hours provided by Inspectron, Inc. The City would likely experience a cost
savings under this scenario due to a lower hourly rate contracting with Saint Francis. Inspectron Inc. would
continue to be available in order to meet customer needs during times of spikes in activity levels. Staff feels that this
proposal provides the City with a great degree of flexibility in moving forward.

As a side note, in the future, there may be an opportunity to develop a mutually beneficial shared services
agreement for specialty inspection services such as mechanical inspections or plumbing inspections; this will be
brought forward for City Council consideration at a later date.

Case 4 of 4: The City has had the Engineering Technician III position slated for recruitment and in the budget since
January 1, 2013. The request to recruit has been put off due to the many changes in the Engineering Division and
the desire to get Bruce Westby, our new City Engineer, acclimated and in-tune the the business needs of the
division. Mr. Westby, in cooperation with City Administrator Ulrich, have determined that hiring an Engineering
Technician III will allow the City to better meet its engineering needs and will better utilize current staffing time
and talents.

The Engineering Technician III would be primarily involved with:



The Engineering Technician III would be primarily involved with:
• Preparing construction plans, specifications and engineer’s estimates
• Preparing as-built plans
• Providing primary and/or back-up construction inspection
• Providing primary and/or back-up topsoil inspections
• Providing primary and/or back-up stormwater infrastructure inspections for compliance with the city’s Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Program (SWPPP)
• Providing primary and/or back-up grading inspections (if adopted)

The rationale for hiring this position is described in the attached Evaluation Criteria for Vacant and New Positions
form, along with a draft job description.

Once the recruitment is complete, staff will bring a case forward asking for authorization to hire.

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:
Case 2 of 4:  Alternatives are not applicable in this case..

Case 3 of 4: Option #1: Hire Mr. Rick Jarson as the City's new Building Official and to continue limited services
with the Saint Francis Chief Building Official. The pros on this option include having a non-contracted full-time
Building Official on staff, providing the City and staff with the greatest flexibility in meeting customer' needs, and
having a trained back-up Building Official to cover leaves, etc. The cons are that the City would be adding to its
fixed staff costs, however, as the May presentation on this topic indicated, the activity level for now and the
foreseeable future, make this the most practical and cost-effective option.

Option #2: Hire Mr. Rick Jarson as the City's new Building Official and discontinue limited services with the Saint
Francis Chief Building Official. The pros to this option are having a non-contracted full-time Building Official on
staff. The cons would include less flexibility in meeting customers' needs and a lack of a trained back-up Building
Official. Inspectron could also be used as a back-up, but at a higher price than utilizing St. Francis.

Option #3: Hire Mr. Rick Jarson as the City's new Building Official and direct staff based on discussion.

Case 4 of 4:  Option #1: Authorize staff to begin a recruitment for an Engineering Technician III based on the
available funding as described below. The pros to this option include: 1) supporting the City's financial well-being
by providing in-house engineering services, 2) supporting the strategic initiative "Enhancing the State, County and
City’s transportation system,"( i.e. if this position is not filled, the city will further delay the development and
implementation of a long-term road maintenance plan and policy), 3) providing additional in-house resources to
support the Engineering Division's work, 4) providing back-up when the Engineering Tech IV or Engineering Tech
II are out of the office. The cons to this option include recruitment costs, which are minimal; and training costs.

Option #2: Direct staff to contract this function out. Staff feels that the pros to this option are limited to reduced
hiring costs and reduced training costs. The cons to this option include less control over the process and
work-product, possible high turnover, possible loss of knowledge if/when contractor leaves, and and a higher
annual cost--estimated at $100,000 to $140,000.

Option #3: Direct staff to act based on discussion.

Recommendation:
Case 2 of 4: To make a motion, which upon City Council approval, will remove Mr. Strelow from probation



Case 2 of 4: To make a motion, which upon City Council approval, will remove Mr. Strelow from probation
effective August 27, 2013 and retain him as part-time Building Maintenance Worker.

Case 3 of 4: To make a motion, which upon City Council approval, will authorize staff to move ahead with option
#1 above to: Hire Mr. Rick Jarson as the City’s new Building Official, effective on September 16, 2013, at $31.23
per hour (step 1 of the 2013 wage scale) with a credit of 10 vacation days and to continue limited services with the
Saint Francis Chief Building Official, as needed, but not to exceed an average of ten to twelve hours per week

Case 4 of 4:  Option #1: Authorize staff to begin a recruitment for an Engineering Technician III based on the
available funding as described below. The pros to this option include: 1) supporting the City's financial well-being
by providing in-house engineering services, 2) supporting the strategic initiative "Enhancing the State, County and
City’s transportation system,"( i.e. if this position is not filled, the city will further delay the development and
implementation of a long-term road maintenance plan and policy), 3) providing additional in-house resources to
support the Engineering Division's work, 4) providing back-up when the Engineering Tech IV or Engineering Tech
II are out of the office. The cons to this option include recruitment costs, which are minimal; and training costs.

Option #2: Direct staff to contract this function out. Staff feels that the pros to this option are limited to reduced
hiring costs and reduced training costs. The cons to this option include less control over the process and
work-product, possible high turnover, possible loss of knowledge if/when contractor leaves, and and a higher
annual cost--estimated at $100,000 to $140,000.

Option #3: Direct staff to act based on discussion

Funding Source:
Case 2 of 4:  There are no additional funds required to remove Mr. Strelow from probation.

Case 3 of 4:  The Building Official position is a component of the General Fund. Expenses of the Building Division
are paid by Building Permit revenue collected when Building Permits are issued. Assuming revenue projections in
the 2013 budget are met, the costs of the position would already be covered as part of the current Professional
Services Line Item. In response to revenue projections, the base permit levels are currently exceeding those year to
date in 2012. The estimated 2013 budgetary impact, assuming a mid-September start date, is approximately
$26,540 to $30,876. This excludes the required buy-out payment (i.e., 10% of the first year's salary) which would
be due to Inspectron, Inc.

Case 4 of 4:  The funding required for this position, based on a January 1, 2014, start date is budgeted at $72,358
(wages, benefits, taxes). This figure assumes hiring at step 1 of the 2014 wage scale. The full wage scale is as
follows:

January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014 = $24.17 to $30.23 per hour
July 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 = $24.42 to $30.53 per hour

Based on the outcome of the candidate pool, staff would like the latitude to competitively negotiate a starting wage
based on the 2014 wage scale; subject to available funding within the Division.

The position is funded as follows:

40% - Engineering
30% - Street Maintenance
10% - Water
10% - Sewer
10% - Storm Water

Council Action:
Case 2 of 4: Motion to adopt resolution 13-08-142 which confirms the recommendation of the Personnel



Case 2 of 4: Motion to adopt resolution 13-08-142 which confirms the recommendation of the Personnel
Committee to remove Mr. Jeff Strelow from probation and retain him as a part-time regular Building Maintenance
Worker.

Case 3 of 4: Motion to adopt resolution #13-08-145, which confirms the recommendation of the Personnel
Committee to hire Mr. Rick Jarson as the City’s new Building Official, effective on September 16, 2013, at $31.23
per hour (step 1 of the 2013 wage scale) with a credit of 10 vacation days and to continue limited services with the
Saint Francis Chief Building Official, as needed, but not to exceed an average of ten to twelve hours per week.

Case 4 of 4:  Motion to adopt resolution #13-08-146, which confirms the recommendation of the Personnel
Committee to authorize staff to begin a recruitment for an Engineering Technician III, posted at the position's full
pay scale.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 08/22/2013 04:25 PM
Form Started By: Colleen Lasher Started On: 08/16/2013 10:30 AM

Final Approval Date: 08/22/2013 
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