
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Economic Development Authority (EDA)
Thursday February 14, 2013

7:30 am
Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Approve Agenda
 

3. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve EDA Meeting Minutes dated January 10, 2013
 

4. EDA Business
 

1. Consider Resolution 13-02-040; for the partial payment to Sauter & Sons INC for the Nordvick Property
demolition and site clean up; and review change order number one (1).

 

2. 2013 Annual EDA Business Expo
 

3. Business Retention Program, Review of 2012 Report
 

4. 15153 Nowthen Blvd: Review Cost Benefit Analysis
 

5. FOR DISCUSSION ONLY: Receive Report from Planning Commission in Regard to Permitted Uses at the
167th Avenue Retail Node and Discuss Framework for Future Discussions

 

6. Prospect Update
 

5. Member/Staff Input
 

6. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   3. 1.           
Meeting Date: 02/14/2013  

By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Title:
Approve EDA Meeting Minutes dated January 10, 2013

Background:
Attached are the meeting minutes from the regular EDA meeting of January 10, 2013.

Observations:

Funding Source:

Staff Recommendation:

EDA Action:
Approve EDA Meeting Minutes dated January 10, 2013.

Attachments
EDA Minutes 011013

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/17/2013 01:52 PM
Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 01/11/2013 10:02 AM

Final Approval Date: 01/17/2013 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) conducted a regular meeting on 
Thursday, January 10, 2013, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, 
Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Chris Riley 

Member John LeTourneau  
Member Wayne Skaff 

   Member Jim Steffen (arrived at 7:35 a.m.) – Elected Chair 1/10/13 
Member Kristine Williams  

    
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  Patrick Brama, Management Analyst 
   Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator 
   Colleen Lasher, Human Resources Manager 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Riley called the Economic Development Authority meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. 
 
2. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Chairperson Riley noted the addition of agenda item 4.07 – EDA staff position discussion. 
 
Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member Williams, to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, Williams, and LeTourneau.  
Voting No:  None.  Absent: Member Steffen. 
 
3. APPROVE MINUTES 
 
3.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated December 13, 2012 
 
Motion by Member LeTourneau, seconded by Member Skaff, to approve the minutes dated 
December 13, 2012. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members LeTourneau, Skaff, and Williams.  
Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Member Steffen. 
 
4. EDA BUSINESS 
 
4.01: Election of Officers  
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Management Analyst Brama stated the EDA is comprised of five at-large members and two 
members appointed by the City Council and the City Council recently appointed 
Councilmembers LeTourneau and Riley to the EDA, resulting in two at-large vacancies on the 
EDA which will be filled in April by City Council appointment.  
 
Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member LeTourneau, to elect Jim Steffen as Chairperson 
of the EDA.  
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Skaff, LeTourneau, Steffen, and 
Williams.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
Motion by Member Williams, seconded by Member LeTourneau, to re-elect Wayne Skaff as 
Vice Chair/Treasurer of the EDA.  
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Riley, Members Williams, LeTourneau, Skaff, and 
Steffen.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
Chairperson Steffen then presided over the remainder of the meeting. 
 
4.02: Discuss Future Land Use Options for the General Business District Node at 167th 

Avenue and Trunk Highway (TH) 47 
 
Management Analyst Brama stated this property has struggled to remain economically viable 
and the City has conducted a number of studies in the past including a TIF study.  He indicated 
the City has been contacted regarding the property at 6001 167th Avenue and one user has 
expressed interest in establishing a gun range/archery range on the site; staff will be meeting 
with this user on January 11th.  He stated the other user has expressed interest in establishing a 
metal and/or clothing recycling facility on this site.  He noted the City also received an inquiry 
from the property owner regarding a possible rezoning which, by law, would require the 
neighboring properties to be rezoned.  He advised the gun range/archery range and recycling 
facility would require a zoning amendment and these uses cannot be conditional uses.  He stated 
the City was also approached about the property at 5909 167th Avenue for a possible day care 
center and this use is allowed under existing City Code.  He stated the Planning Commission and 
City Council will be reviewing this property from a zoning perspective to determine whether to 
rezone this node and the surrounding properties or whether to permit an overlay district.  He 
requested input regarding the EDA’s role in this matter as outlined in the staff report. 
 
Member LeTourneau stated he was pleased to see this item on the agenda and encouraged the 
EDA to carefully review the issue and resist doing something that is reactionary versus 
visionary.  He indicated he would like to see further efforts on the master planning aspect of this 
rather than introduce uses to the site that would require zoning changes.  
 
Chairperson Steffen requested further information regarding staff’s recommendation. 
 
Management Analyst Brama explained that any master planning effort would be coordinated by 
the Planning Division and reviewed by the Planning Commission/City Council and the EDA 
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would remain in a supportive role.  He added that because users have come forward expressing 
an interest in the property, it is the responsibility of the Planning Division to make a 
recommendation regarding the potential uses.  
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated the Planning Commission and City Council would review any 
rezoning request and the EDA would not be involved in the rezoning request.  He noted the EDA 
can recommend that the current zoning not be changed until a Comprehensive Plan is completed. 
 
Member Riley stated his agreement with staff’s recommendation and felt the proposed uses 
would help make the site economically viable. 
 
Member Williams agreed with the recommendation to play a supportive role but expressed 
concern about the proposed uses adding that the proposed recycling center is not consistent with 
the vision previously discussed for this node and is not consistent with the retail uses located 
across the street.  She was concerned about the Planning Commission making a decision on this 
node without the EDA weighing in on the matter or at least providing input as to why the EDA 
does not feel the uses are consistent with the vision for this site. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the proposed uses and the EDA’s continuing role in the 
development of this node. 
 
Chairperson Steffen expressed concern regarding a day care center next to a gun range.  
 
Member Riley stated the City should make this property a priority to make it economically 
viable and stressed the importance of maintaining flexibility and not rezoning the property to 
anything that would limit the City in the future. 
 
Member Williams stated the City should remain cognizant of the significant investment by the 
property owner across the street and felt the EDA should support the current zoning and any 
retail uses that comply with current zoning.  She also felt the EDA should state it does not 
support light industrial on the site.  She added the market has not supported redevelopment on 
this site until recently and suggested the EDA focus on comprehensive planning efforts in 2013.   
 
Management Analyst Brama advised that staff will prepare a summary of the EDA’s comments 
and concerns for presentation to the Planning Commission and City Council which indicates that 
the EDA is interested in the long term viability of this commercial node and is interested in what 
happens with the existing users as well as the overall use of the site but is concerned about the 
proposed uses and proposed rezoning request.  
 
4.03: 2013 Annual EDA Business Expo and Consideration of Annual Outdoor 

Expo/Event (RV)  
 
Management Analyst Brama explained that planning is underway for the Annual Business Expo 
scheduled for May 4, 2013, at the Fountains of Ramsey.  He stated that staff contacted the local 
RV dealerships about joining this expo and all of the RV dealerships indicated they were 
interested; since that time, the RV dealerships have proposed a separate event that would allow 
the dealerships to remain at their locations and presented a draft of a proposed “Great Outdoors 



Economic Development Authority/January 10, 2013 
Page 4 of 5 

Sale Extravaganza of Ramsey.”  He reviewed costs and staffing resources needed for an 
additional event and requested input from the EDA regarding adding another event as requested 
by the RV dealerships. 
 
Member Skaff noted it was the EDA’s intention to invite the RV dealerships to the annual 
business expo to provide the RV dealerships with exposure to their businesses.  He stated he 
would be okay with the RV dealerships bringing in a couple of their units to the business expo 
and the City could offer a map of the RV dealership locations to people attending the expo.  
 
Chairperson Steffen agreed and stated he would prefer that the City move forward with the 
business expo and invite the RV dealerships to participate.   
 
Member Riley agreed and stated he would encourage the RV dealerships to hold their own 
outdoor sale event.  He suggested that the City continue to work with the RV dealerships on 
promoting their dealerships at the business expo.   
 
It was the consensus of the EDA to direct staff to move forward with the traditional business 
expo.  
 
4.04: Business Retention Program Update 
 
Management Analyst Brama advised that 17 business visits have been completed and three 
business visits are scheduled for today, including Life Fitness, Lakes Region RV, and Arrow 
Components Corp.  He indicated that a summary of the meetings will be contained in the 
February EDA agenda. 
  
4.05: Updates:  Old City Hall Development (data center), Nordvick Property Demolition, 

Kuro Fitness RLF, 6701 Highway 10, Windsorwood Sale, 8019 146th Ave. 
 
Management Analyst Brama advised that a change order request will be submitted for the 
Nordvick property demolition for removal of an oil separation tank.  He stated that further details 
regarding the change order will be provided at a later date.  He advised that the shovel ready 
application for the old City Hall site will be submitted next week.  He added that the cost-benefit 
analysis for this site will be presented in February.  
 
4.06: Prospect Update 
 
This item was noted but not discussed.   
 
4.07: EDA Staff Position Discussion 
 
Human Resources Manager Lasher presented the draft job description for the EDA staff position. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated one of the primary changes to the job description from the 
former position includes the requirement for real estate expertise. 
 
Member Riley indicated he had some suggested revisions and would provide them to staff. 
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Human Resources Manager Lasher stated that staff hopes to post the position by February 4th 
with an early May hire date.  She indicated that City policy allows the City Administrator to 
make the decision whether to post the position internally prior to posting the position externally 
and it is recommended that the City use one recruitment period and invite internal applicants to 
apply if interested.  She stated that she would be conducting interviews along with City 
Administrator Ulrich and Development Services Manager Gladhill.  She added that second round 
interviews may include City Councilmembers if desired by the City Council.  
 
Chairperson Steffen stated he would prefer to have Councilmembers included in the interviews. 
 
Human Resources Manager Lasher invited the EDA members to forward any comments or 
questions regarding the job description and stated the City will advertise through the EDA 
Association, City website, League of Minnesota Cities, cable TV, and City email notifications.   
 
5. Member/Staff Input 
  
City Administrator Ulrich stated that the City Council approved the hiring of an organizational 
assessment consultant and the EDA members will be contacted to obtain input on the survey.  He 
advised that the City will hold a joint City Council meeting with the City of Anoka on March 
11th to discuss Highway 10 and other mutual issues.  He also advised that the Wiser Choice 
property was on the HRA agenda this week and was continued to the January 22nd meeting after 
further follow-up by staff.  He stated that Riverdale Drive is moving forward and a feasibility 
study was presented to the City Council.  
 
Chairperson Steffen stated he visited Kuro Fitness on Saturday and they were getting ready to 
open on Monday.  
 
6. Adjournment 
 
Motion by Member Skaff, seconded by Member LeTourneau, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Steffen, Members Skaff, LeTourneau, Riley, and 
Williams.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None.  
 
The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority adjourned at 8:59 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
______________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich, City Administrator 
 
ATTEST: 
__________________________________ 
Patrick Brama, Management Analyst 
 
Draft by Barbara Hughes (TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.) 
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Meeting Date: 02/14/2013  

Submitted For: Patrick Brama By: Patrick Brama, Administrative Services

Title:
Consider Resolution 13-02-040; for the partial payment to Sauter & Sons INC for the Nordvick Property demolition
and site clean up; and review change order number one (1).

Background:
The City of Ramsey is in the process of improving the existing Highway 10/Armstrong Boulevard intersection to
a highway overpass/interchange.  Part of this process required the City to purchase privately owned land to dedicate
for future right of way (ROW).

The EDA became involved in this process when they assisted the purchase of a property located at 8020 147th Ave
NW ("Subject Property").  A small portion of the Subject Property will be dedicated for future ROW.  The larger
remaining portion was intended to be used for economic development purposes.

The property located at 8020 147th Ave NW contained two commercial buildings; along with various other site
improvements.  In order to prepare the site for future development, the EDA contracted with Sauter & Son's for the
demolition of buildings and site clean up of the Subject Property; for a price of $23,500 per the attached contract. 
Recently, Staff received a request for a change order to the original contract price.

Purpose of Case: Consider the attached resolution for the partial payment of the original contract; and review
change order one (1) for the removal of an underground oil-water separator tank, $2,400.

Observations:
Attached to this case is:

Invoice for work outlined in original contract: $23,5001.
Invoice for change order number one (1), oil-water separator tank: $2,4002.
Project Pay Estimate Summary Sheet: $25,900 total project cost3.
Resolution #13-02-XXX Approving Partial Payment to Suater & Son's for Nordvick Property
Demolition ( $23,350)

4.

Partial Payment of Original Contract
At this point, Staff has determined all work as spelled out in the original contract has been completed EXCEPT 
establishing turf on the Subject Property.  Therefore, Staff recommends withholding 10% of the original project
cost (invoice/payment due) as an escrow to ensure the referenced work is completed ($2,350).

Change Order Number One (1)
Said $2,400 change order is for the removal and disposal of an underground oil-water separator tank (including
remaining oil) located on the Subject Property.  This work was unforseen and was not included in the RFP (Request
for Proposal) for this project. 

Staff did conduct a site visit and review property files regarding the Subject Property before the development of a
RFP.  However, Staff was unable to find any information, or physical evidence, of the oil-water separator
tank located on the Subject Property as it was buried underground.  Therefore, it was not included in the RFP.

It is possible for Staff to include a line item in RFPs requiring the removal of oil-water separator
tanks.  However, doing so would likely inflate all proposals.  In the event such a tank did not exist, the City would
end up paying a premium. 

Summary/Conclusion



Summary/Conclusion
Adding together the partial payment for the original contract (.9*23,500=$21,150) plus the cost of change order
number one ($2,400), Staff is asking the EDA for approval of a $23,350 payment.  The remaining
$2,350 due (.1*$23,500) will be paid to the contractor this spring, after proof of established turf is made.  See
attached summary sheet.

Funding Source:
Initially EDA fund.  Upon sale of the Subject Property, the EDA fund will be repaid via future land proceeds.
 

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the attached Resolution 13-02-040 for the partial payment to Sauter & Sons INC for the Nordvick
Property demolition and site clean up.
 

EDA Action:
Approve the attached Resolution 13-02-040 for the partial payment to Sauter & Sons INC for the Nordvick
Property demolition and site clean up.

Attachments
Property Details
Request for Proposals (RFQ)
Contract for Service
Proposal Responses
Addendum 1
Project Invoice (23350)
Change Order Invoice (2400)
Oil Tank Pumping Invoice (ref)
RESOLUTION #13-02-040, APPROVING PARTIAL PAYMENT TO SAUTER & SONS, INC
Pay Estimate Summary Sheet1

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Hakanson Anderson Engineering Shane Nelson 02/08/2013 11:51 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/08/2013 02:47 PM

Form Started By: Patrick Brama Started On: 02/08/2013 
Final Approval Date: 02/08/2013 



 

PROPERTY DETAILS: 8020 147TH AVE NW, 1.43 acres 
• Recently purchased by the City for $800,000. 
• Reason for purchase: Armstrong interchange project   
• EDA paid $600,000. 
• Reason for EDA involvement: Armstrong interchange seen as a major economic development driver.  EDA felt 

this property in comparison to the properties to the South (which were also acquired by the City) would retain 
the most economic value (only a small portion of this property will be used for right of way). 

• Existing buildings are outdated metal structures use mainly for storage (cold storage). 
• Staff suggests the City move forward with attaining bids for demolition of the two existing buildings. 
• Reason for demolition: position property for future sale and reduce maintenance/liability costs. 
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August 23, 2012 
 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
The City of Ramsey owns the property located at 8020 147 Ave NW (PID 29322514009).  We are 
requesting quotes to have improvements to the site demolished and removed. 
 
WORK SPECIFICATIONS: 
 

1. Contractor shall remove both existing structures.  NOTE: both structures are completely empty, 
estimated to be about 5,500 square feet in size and about 18’ ceiling height 

 
 

2. Contractor shall remove all existing concrete, curb/gutter, sidewalk, bollards and pavement 
 
 

3. Contractor shall remove shipping dock; including the existing retaining wall and platform 
 
 

4. Contractor shall remove all existing fencing on the south side of the property, accessory 
structure and debris 

 
 

5. Contractor shall remove all known underground water pipes, electrical wire, gas lines and 
visible irrigation pipes.  The contractor shall contact gas provider and electrical provider to 
coordinate the shut off/disconnection of services and removal of infrastructure to the property 
line. 
 

6. Contractor shall remove all air conditioning units and follow disposition regulations 
 
 

7. Contractor shall remove existing septic tank and drainage field piping, as outlined in the 
attached reference map, (including the drain field).  NOTE: the City will be removing the 
eastern septic tank.  Contractor shall notify the City when the septic tank and drain field is 
removed 

 
 

8. Contractor shall abandon the two existing wells, as outlined in the attached reference map 
(according to the MN Well Code) 

 
 

9. Contractor shall grade the site to allow for proper drainage 
 
 

10. Contractor shall seed the site with a seed mix as recommended by the landscaper and place 
straw mulch (dormant seeding) 

 

11. Whereas the subject property  is a 1.43 acres; the contractor shall be responsible for attaining 
required permits (i.e. NPDES) 

 
 

12. Contractor shall provide a certificate of liability insurance, with the City of Ramsey listed as an 
additional insured, with a minimum $1,000,000 coverage 
 

13. Contractor shall obtain a demolition permit with the City of Ramsey 
 



Page 2 of 6 
 

14. The goal of this project is to provide a clean site for future development, free of any buried 
debris, trash or piping. 

 

15. Upon awarding the said project, the property owner (City of Ramsey) reserves the right to 
remove fixtures and equipment from the subject property, including buildings, for up to twenty 
days (October 16, 2012). 

 

16. Quotes must be received by the City of Ramsey no later than Tuesday, September 11, 2012, 
1:00pm 

 

17. The City will award the project at the Tuesday, September 25, 2012 City Council meeting 
 
 

18. Contractor shall complete work by Wednesday, November 15, 2012 
 
 
 

NOTE: The City of Ramsey will be conducting an asbestos testing on both buildings.  Please do not 
include in your quote; and consider the site asbestos free unless otherwise directed. 
 
The City encourages bidders to visit the project site.  Please contact Patrick Brama to make 
arrangements. 
 
Please submit your quote by Tuesday, September 11, 2012, 1:00pm –Attention Mary Jo Warner, Public 
Works Department.  If you have any questions or need clarification please contact Patrick Brama. 
 
Attached to this mailing are a number of reference documents. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Brama 
Management Analyst, City of Ramsey 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OFFICE: (763) 433-9903   CELL: (763) 412-7609 
ADDRESS: 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, MN 55303 
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REFERENCE MAP: 8020 147TH AVE NW 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Building Removal 

Well needs to be abandon 

East Septic  
(City will remove) 

Drain field 

Drain field 

West Septic Removal 
(Contractor will remove) 

Fence Removal Paving/Sidewalk/ 
Bollards/Curb/Gutter 

Removal 
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8020 147TH AVE NW, Septic 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAILING LIST: 8020 147TH AVE NW RFQ 
 
 

Sauter & Sons 
6651 141 Ave NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
 

Green-Way Excavating L.L.C. 
19949 St. Francis Blvd. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Remove All 
16038 Jarvis Street NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 
 

Dave Perkins Contracting INC. 
7060 143rd Av 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

Dryden Excavating 
6700 Viking Blvd NW 
Anoka, MN 55303 
 

Kober Excavating 
16112 Jarvis Street NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Septic Removal 
(City will remove) 

West Septic Removal 
(Contractor will remove) 
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8020 147TH AVE NW, Well 
 

Unique 
Number Stratigraphy County Well 

Name Township Range Dir Section Sub 
Sections 

Depth 
(ft) Use Elevation 

(ft) 
Depth 
Cased 

(ft) 
SWL Casing 

Diameter 
Casing 
Material Aquifer Address 

615612 Yes Anoka  NORDVIK, 
DON 32 25 W 29 ADAABA  129  Industrial 874  120  18  4  

Steel 
(black 
or low 
carbon)  

Franconia  
8024 
147TH 
AV NW , 
RAMSEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mdh-agua.health.state.mn.us/cwi/well_log.asp?wellid=615612
http://mdh-agua.health.state.mn.us/cwi/strat_report.asp?wellid=615612
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MAILING LIST: 8020 147TH AVE NW RFQ 
 
 

Sauter & Sons 
6651 141 Ave NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
 

Green-Way Excavating L.L.C. 
19949 St. Francis Blvd. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Remove All 
16038 Jarvis Street NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 
 

Dave Perkins Contracting INC. 
7060 143rd Av 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

Dryden Excavating 
6700 Viking Blvd NW 
Anoka, MN 55303 
 

Kober Excavating 
16112 Jarvis Street NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

Brett Reshetar 
Reshetar Systems, Inc. 
730 Bunker Lake Boulevard NW 
Anoka, MN 55303 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Carbon Copied 
 

  Faith Pederson 
  Service Associate - Gas Op. Support 
  CenterPoint Energy 

 800 LaSalle Avenue 
 P.O. Box 59038 
 Minneapolis, MN 55459 

 
  Tom Keller 
  Connexus Energy  
  14601 Ramsey Blvd. NW 
  Ramsey, MN 55303 
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CONTRACT FOR SERVICE 
 

This AGREEMENT, made this _____ day of September, 2012, between the City of Ramsey, a political 
subdivision (“CITY”) and Sauter & Son’s Excavating (“CONTRACTOR”). 
 
The CITY has awarded to the CONTRACTOR the job described below: 
 

A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 

WHEREAS, the goal of this project is to provide a clean site for future development 
 

B. PROJECT LOCATION: 
 

WHEREAS, the City owns the property located at 8020 147 Ave NW, City Ramsey, County 
of Anoka, State of Minnesota (PID 29322514009)   

 
C. PERFORMANCE TERM: 

 
CONTRACTOR shall complete work by Wednesday, November 15, 2012 

 
D. SERVICE SPECIFICATIONS: 

 
1. CONTRACTOR shall remove both existing structures 

 
2. CONTRACTOR shall remove all existing concrete, curb/gutter, sidewalk, bollards and 

pavement 
 

3. CONTRACTOR shall remove shipping docks; including the existing retaining wall and 
platform 

 
4. CONTRACTOR shall remove all existing fencing on the south side of the property, 

accessory structures and debris 
 

5. CONTRACTOR shall remove all known underground water pipes, electrical wire, gas lines 
and visible irrigation pipes.  The CONTRACTOR shall contact gas provider and electrical 
provider to coordinate the shut off/disconnection of services and removal of infrastructure to 
the property line. 
 

6. CONTRACTOR shall remove all air conditioning units and follow disposition regulations 
 

7. CONTRACTOR shall remove existing westerly septic tank and drainage field piping, as 
outlined in the attached reference map.  The CITY will be removing the eastern septic tank.  
CONTRACTOR shall notify the CITY when the septic tank and drain field is removed 

 
8. CONTRACTOR shall abandon the two existing wells, as outlined in the attached reference 

map according to the State of Minnesota Well Code 
 

9. CONTRACTOR shall grade the site flat and to allow for proper drainage 
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10. CONTRACTOR shall determine appropriate seed mix necessary to establish turf in the 
disturbed areas, the CITY will not dictate a specific seed mix. CONTRACTOR is not 
required to import topsoil. 

 
11. WHEREAS the subject property  is a 1.43 acres; the CONTRACTOR SHALL be 

responsible for attaining required permits (NPDES) 
 

12. CONTRACTOR shall provide a certificate of liability insurance, with the CITY listed as an 
additional insured, with a minimum $1,000,000 coverage 
 

13. CONTRACTOR shall obtain a demolition permit with the CITY 
 

14. CONTRACTOR understands that upon awarding the said project, the CITY reserves the 
right to remove fixtures and equipment from the subject property, including buildings, for up 
to twenty days (October ____, 2012). 

 
E. COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE REGULATIONS: 

  
CONTRACTOR shall, pursuant to performance, comply with all applicable rules, regulations, 
statutes or ordinances of any other unit or agency of government, including but not limited to 
those relating to non-discrimination in hiring or labor practices, payment of all required 
withholding taxes, workers' compensation and unemployment compensation insurance, liability 
insurance, OSHA or other safety rules and regulations, construction practices, environmental 
practices, wetland protection measures, vehicular safety and/or weight restrictions, refuse 
disposal practices, and notices to employees, whether or not such rules, regulations, statutes or 
ordinances are set forth or adopted by reference in the Submission Requirements herein.  
Pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 1995, Chapter 31, if CONTRACTOR shall fail to pay any 
subcontractor hired by CONTRACTOR under this project within 10 days after 
CONTRACTOR receives payment from CITY for work for which CONTRACTOR is liable to 
any subcontractor, CONTRACTOR shall be liable to the subcontractor for interest on the 
unpaid balance, at the rate of 1.5 per cent per month.  Any subcontractor aggrieved by 
CONTRACTOR'S failure to remit payment to the subcontractor shall, for the purpose of 
enforcement, be considered a third-party beneficiary of this contract.  However, nothing in this 
contract shall be deemed to impose upon CITY any duty to monitor, enforce or otherwise 
become involved in payments from CONTRACTOR to any subcontractor. 

 
D. INDEMNIFICATION: 

 
CONTRACTOR shall indemnify and save harmless CITY from any liability arising out of 
CONTRACTOR's failure to observe compliance with Paragraph E above, specifically 
including, without limitation, liability arising out of the improper disposal or storage of any 
hazardous waste by CONTRACTOR or any entity hired or used by CONTRACTOR for such 
disposal. 

 
E. WARRANTY OF WORKMANSHIP AND TIMELY COMPLETION: 

 
In addition to any warranty which might be a part of the Plans and Specifications/Proposal, 
CONTRACTOR warrants that all work completed in connection with the PROJECT shall be 
done in a workmanlike and timely manner in accord with applicable industry standards.  
Where materials are being furnished by CONTRACTOR, CONTRACTOR warrants that all 
materials will be of good quality and suited for the purpose for which they are intended. 
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F. COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS: 

 
1. Data Practices Compliance: CONTRACTOR may have access to data collected or maintained 

by the City to the extent necessary to perform CONTRACTOR’S obligations under this contract.  
CONTRACTOR agrees to maintain all data obtained from the CITY in the same manner as the 
CITY is required under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 13.  CONTRACTOR will not release or disclose the contents of data classified as not 
public to any person except at the written direction of the CITY.  CONTRACTOR agrees to 
defend and indemnify the CITY from any claim, liability, damage or loss asserted against the 
CITY as a result of CONTRACTOR’S failure to comply with the requirement of the Act or this 
contract.  Upon termination of this contract, CONTRACTOR agrees to return data to the CITY, 
as requested by the CITY. 

 
2. Worker’s Compensation: CONTRACTOR shall, at the time of execution of this contract, furnish 

evidence satisfactory to the CITY that CONTRACTOR maintains or is exempt from maintaining 
Worker’s Compensation coverage, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 176.182. 

 
3. Income Tax Withholding: Prior to the time of final payment of any amounts owing to 

CONTRACTOR  under this agreement, CONTRACTOR shall furnish a copy of Form IC-134, 
certified by the Minnesota Department of Revenue, documenting that all withholding tax 
requirements have been observed by CONTRACTOR. 

 
4. Audit: Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 16C.05 (subd. 5), the books and records of 

CONTRACTOR which are relevant to the services being performed under this Contract shall be 
subject to inspection in accord with said statute, for a period of six years from the date of final 
payment hereunder. 

 
G. NOTICES:  

 
WHEREAS, any notice which is or should be required to be given to CONTRACTOR shall 
be sufficient if addressed as follows, and deposited, postage prepaid, in the regular United 
States Mail.  Notice shall be deemed to have been received on the third  business day 
following the postmark: 

   
  Sauter & Son’s Excavating 
  6651 141st Ave NW, #3 
  Ramsey, MN 55303 

 
H. TERMINATION: 

  
Either party may terminate this agreement on 30 days written notice to the other. 
 

I. PAYMENT: 
 
WHEREAS, the City received a quote for $23,500.00 from Sauter and Son’s to complete the work 
described in this contract.   
 
The CITY shall remit to CONTRACTOR the amounts billed for services assuming that 
CONTRACTOR has fully complied with all of the terms of this agreement, completing the 
project in a timely and compliant manner. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement the date above written. 
 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
 

______________________________________  _______________ 
Bob Ramsey, Mayor     Date 
 

______________________________________  _______________ 
Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator    Date 
 
 
CONTRACTOR 
 

______________________________________  _______________ 
Tom Sauter, Sauter & Son’s Excavating   Date 
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APPENDIX A 
Reference Map: 8020 147th Ave Nw 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Removal 

Wells needs to be abandon 

East Septic  
(City will remove) 

Drain field 

Drain field 

West Septic Removal 
(Contractor will remove) 

Fence Removal Paving/Sidewalk/ 
Bollards/Curb/Gutter 

Removal 
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APPENDIX B 
8020 147TH AVE NW, Septic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAILING LIST: 8020 147TH AVE NW RFQ 
 
 

Sauter & Sons 
6651 141 Ave NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
 

Green-Way Excavating L.L.C. 
19949 St. Francis Blvd. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Remove All 
16038 Jarvis Street NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 
 

Dave Perkins Contracting INC. 
7060 143rd Av 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

Dryden Excavating 
6700 Viking Blvd NW 
Anoka, MN 55303 
 

Kober Excavating 
16112 Jarvis Street NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Septic Removal 
(City will remove) 

West Septic Removal 
(Contractor will remove) 
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APPENDIX C 
8020 147TH AVE NW, Well 

 

Unique 
Number Stratigraphy County Well Name Township Range Dir Section Sub 

Sections 
Depth 

(ft) Use Elevation 
(ft) 

Depth 
Cased 

(ft) 
SWL Casing 

Diameter 
Casing 

Material Aquifer Address 

615612 Yes Anoka  NORDVIK, 
DON 32 25 W 29 ADAABA  129  Industrial 874  120  18  4  

Steel 
(black or 
low 
carbon)  

Franconia  

8024 
147TH 
AV NW , 
RAMSEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mdh-agua.health.state.mn.us/cwi/well_log.asp?wellid=615612
http://mdh-agua.health.state.mn.us/cwi/strat_report.asp?wellid=615612










ADDENDUM 1 
For site demolition at 8020 147th Ave NW Ramsey, MN. 

 
The purpose of this addendum is to clarify and/or revise the request for quotes dated August 23, 2012 
for the above referenced project. 
 
The following items have been revised/clarified: 
 

1. Contractor shall seed the site with a seed mix as recommended by the landscaper and place 
straw mulch (dormant seeding) 

 
Clarification: Contractor shall determine appropriate seed mix necessary to establish turf in the 
disturbed areas, the City will not dictate a specific seed mix. Contractor is not required to import 
topsoil. 
 

2. Upon awarding the said project, the property owner (City of Ramsey) reserves the right to 
remove fixtures and equipment from the subject property, including buildings, for up to twenty 
days (October 16, 2012). 

 
Clarification: The City only intends to remove one garage door, including the opener and motor 
(north side of east building).  The City also has an agreement with a third party allowing them an 
opportunity to remove fixtures or other equipment.  The Contractor shall prepare his quote 
under the assumption that no additional items will be removed or salvaged from said property.  
If the scope changes, it will be necessary for the City to negotiate with the contractor. 

 
 

END OF ADDENDUM 1 
 
 

_________________________________________________ 
Name      Date 









RESOLUTION #13-02-XXX 

Page 1 of 2 

Councilmember XXXX introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #13-02-040 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTIAL PAYMENT TO SAUTER & SONS, INC  

NORDVICK PROPERTY DEMOLITION, 8020 147 AVE NW 

 

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2012 the Ramsey City Council accepted a scope of work and 

authorized the solicitation of proposals; and 

 

WHEREAS, Sauter & Sons, INC. is the lowest responsible bidder and was awarded a contract 

for services on October 15, 2013, at a price of $23,500; and 

 

WHEREAS, as of February 8, 2013, Sauter & Sons, INC has not established turf on project site 

as agreed in the original contract; and  

 

WHEREAS, City Management Analyst recommends partial payment of the original contract in 

the amount of $21,150; and 

 

WHEREAS, as of February 5, 2013, Sauter & Sons, INC submitted a change order number one 

(1) in the amount of $2,400 for the removal of an oil-water separator tank; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Management Analyst recommends full payment of change order number one 

(1) in the amount of $2,400; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes partial payment to Sauter & Sons, INC. for the Nordvick 

Property Demolition; 8020 147th Avenue Northwest, Ramsey, MN 55303 in the amount of $23,550. 

 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the project and authorizes the Mayor or City Administrator to 

sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this resolution. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember XXXX 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 



RESOLUTION #12-11-XXX 

Page 2 of 2 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 

28th day of February, 2013. 

   

 

 

              

        Mayor Sarah Strommen 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

       

City Clerk 



Economic Development Authority RE: Nordvick Demolition Project

City of Ramsey Contractor:  Sauter & Sons

Contract Amount:  $23,500

Ramsey, MN 55303

The following work has been completed on the above-referenced project by Sauter & Sons

ITEM 

NO. ITEM DESCRIPTION
ESTIMATED 

QUANTITY

CONTRACT 

UNIT PRICE

CONTRACT 

AMOUNT

USED 

TO 

DATE EXTENSION

1 REMOVE BUILDINGS, SITE CLEAN UP 1 $23,500.00 23,500.00$         1 23,500.00$         

23,500.00$         23,500.00$         

ITEM 

NO. ITEM DESCRIPTION
ESTIMATED 

QUANTITY

CONTRACT 

UNIT PRICE

CONTRACT 

AMOUNT

USED 

TO 

DATE EXTENSION

1 REMOVE OIL SEPERATION TANK 1 $2,400.00 2,400.00$           1 2,400.00$           

2,400.00$           2,400.00$           

SUMMARY OF WORK COMPLETED TO DATE

23,500.00$         23,500.00$         

2,400.00$           2,400.00$           

25,900.00$         25,900.00$         

23,500.00$         

in the Spring of 2013) (2,350.00)$          

2,400.00$           

23,550.00$         

       Certification by Contractor:  I certify that all items and amounts are correct for the work completed to date.

Signed:_____________________________________________________________________

Title:_____________________________   Date____________________

OWNER: CITY OF RAMSEY

      Certification by City of Ramsey:  We recommend payment for work and quantities as shown.

Signed:_____________________________________________________________________

Title:_____________________________   Date____________________

Pay Estimate Summary Sheet

PAYMENT:

APPROVALS:

CONTRACTOR:  SAUTER & SONS

Award Date: May 8, 2012

Total Change Order No. 1

Bid Schedule "A" 

Change Order No. 1

TOTAL

RECOMMENDED PAYMENT

LESS 10% RETAINAGE: (varify established turf

Bid Schedule "A" 

Change Order No. 1

February 8, 2013

7550 Sunwoood Drive

Schedule "A" 

Total Bid Schedule "A"

Change Order No. 1



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 2.           
Meeting Date: 02/14/2013  

Submitted For: Patrick Brama By: Patrick Brama, Administrative Services

Title:
2013 Annual EDA Business Expo

Background:
Annually, the Ramsey EDA sponsors a Business Expo.  The purpose of this event is to promote
Ramsey's businesses (typically retail and service industries) to the community.  Normally, this event draws 300-500
participants and 45-50 business exhibitors.  Planning for this event has begun.

Purpose of Case: update EDA on coordination efforts and to take EDA direction on how to market this event.

Observations:
Below is a status update on a number of items related to this event:

Venue: Fountains of Ramsey, Secured ($350)
Event Flyer: Created, see attached
Marketing: 

Mailers, 9,000qty (2-3 weeks before event) 
Color, Full Page ($2,750)
Color, Half Page ($2,300)
Black/White, Half Page ($1,900)

Mobile Sign Boards, Five ($750)
Ramsey Elementary, Color Full Page, 1,800qty, ($350)
PACT Charter, Color Full Page, 1,800qty, ($350)
Ramsey Resident, Facebook, Dynamic Display (free)

Exhibitor Registration Form: Created, see attached 
Staff will be contacting past participating exhibitors
Staff will be personally contacting new businesses

Budget for this event is $3,500.  Considering items above (half page color mailers), expenditures will be $4,100. 
Staff estimates revenues will be $1,350.  The difference between estimated costs and revenues would be $2,750
($3,500 budgeted).  Therefore, the EDA would have an estimated $750 of budget remaining.

ALTERNATIVES:
Besides marketing options (below), this case is an update item.  Therefore, Staff is only looking for general
input/direction from the EDA.  No specific direction is needed (besides below).

Marketing Options: Mailer, Qty 9,000 

Card Stock, Black/White, Half Page Mailer, $1,900
+ Cheapest option, best on budget
- Least effective
 

1.

Card Stock, Color, Half Page Mailer, $2,300
+ Cost effective route, fair on budget while delivering a high quality product
- more expensive than option 1
 

2.

Glossy Paper, Color, Full Page Mailer, $2,750
+ Potentially the most effective marketing route
-most expensive, value created from upgrading from a half page is minimal

3.



(the amount of information needed to convey to attendees does not require a full page)

 

Funding Source:
EDA Miscellaneous Operating Expenses, 9230.6249, $3,500 balance

Staff Recommendation:
A.  Provide Staff with general input regarding the 2013 Business Expo planning efforts. 
B.  Provide Staff with direction on what marketing mailer option to utilize.  Staff recommends option #2, half page,
color, card stock.  This is a cost effective option that will accomplish our goals and deliver a high quality product.

EDA Action:
A. Provide Staff with general input regarding the 2013 Business Expo planning efforts.
B. Provide Staff with direction on what marketing mailer option to utilize.

Attachments
Business Expo Registration (09 to 12)
Event Flyer
Registration Form
2012 Event Information

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/08/2013 02:47 PM
Form Started By: Patrick Brama Started On: 01/24/2013 

Final Approval Date: 02/08/2013 



Business Expo Registrations: 2009 - 2012
2012 2011 2010 2009

Performance Plus Garage Door 1. Greater Midwest Realty Oakwood Insurance Accent Precision Wood Products

Mary Kay Cosmetics 2. Herbalife Independent Distributor Matasovsky Insurance and Financial Ace Solid Waste

Air Comfort Htg & A/C 3. J L Custom Builders, LLC Village Bank Anytime Fitness

Weikel & Boyd Law Firm, PLLC (Next to RR) 4. Tastefully Simple Tastefully Simple Avon

Pampered Chef 5. Scentsy S & D Garage Door and Remodeling Back Into Life Chiropractic

Your Computer Hero 6. Village Bank Norwex Environmental Products Bertolas and Pekula, Certified Public Acc.

Bolton & Menk 7. Weikel & Boyd Law Firm, PLLC Ramsey Eye Clinic Big Brothers Big Sisters

Health & Healing Family Chiro. 8. Health & Healing Family Chiropractic Ramsey Foundation Blaze Liquors

Scentsy 9. Acapulco Mexican Restaurante Jimmy Johns Bolton & Menk

RM Golf Carts, Inc. 10. PSD, LLC Nothern's One Hour Heating and Air Conditioning Cellular Experts

Delicious Designs Bakeware 11. The COR lia sophia Jewelry CJ and Associates

Wells Catering 12. Dave's Custom Digging Performance Plus Garage Door LLC Coborn's

Ramsey Business Links 13. Parkplace Studio Rum River Chiropractic Culligan Water

Oakwood Insurance 14. Accent Precision Wood Products JL Custom Builders LLC Grand Design Marketplace

Ramsey Raceway 15. Oakwood Insurance Agency, Inc. Accent Precision Wood Products Enlyten

Hollyhock Cottage Embroidery 16. Purpose Driven Restoration Bennett Cooper Floors Fantastic Sams

Anderson Irrigation 17. Happy Days Committee The Links at Northfork Genworth Financial Agency

Metro Dental Childrens Denistry 18. Mary Kay Cosmetics Tina Kolby Photography Greater Midwest Realty / Prime Mtg

Tastefully Simple 19. KDB Photography CJ & Associates Int. Assoc. of Administrative Prof.

Acapulco 20. Performance Plus Garage Door, LLC Reliv International Jimmy John's

Silpada Designs 21. Bolton & Menk, Inc. Cabinetry Concepts LaFrance Exteriors

Comfort Suites 22. Coborn's Ramsey Weikel Law Firm Lia Sophia Jewelry

Dave's Custom Digging 23. Rum River Chiropractic Butterfly Worldwide MacLennan Computer Solutions

Gold Canyon Candles 24. Lia Sophia Jewelry Healing Therapeutic Services Marked by Imagination

Thru His Eyes Photo, LLC 25. Healing Therapeutic Services, LLC MacLennan Computer Solutions Matasovsky Insurance and Financial Coun.

Gassman Fitness 26. Danner Cabinet Shop/Luxury Bath Domino's Pizza Northern' s One Hour Heating and AC

Thirty-One Gifts 27. Wells Catering KinderCare Northside Sports

Matasky Insurance Broker 28. Premier Commercial Properties Biz to Biz Network - Ramsey Chapter Oakwood Insurance Agency

Aflac 29. Verison Wireless B & B Carpet One Pathway to Health - Massage and Body Work

Schillmann Realty Inc. 30. Bertolas & Pekula, LLC Metro North Chamber of Commerce Performance Plus Garage Door

Trottbrook Financial 31. Northern's One Hour Twin Cities Dog Guard Ramsey Eye Clinic

Premier Designs, Inc. 32. Financial One Credit Union Cellular Experts Reliv

Ramsey Rotary (Next to W&B) 33. Culligan of Anoka Youth First Marketing Rum River Chiropractic

The COR 34. Lena's Tailoring Marked by Imagination S & D Garage Door and Remodeling

Purpose Driven Restortion, LLC 35. Realty Executives Ace Solid Waste Signs by RSG

Fantastic Sams 36. Wildlife Research Center, Inc. Culligan Water Tastefully Simple

Parkplace Studio Photography 37. Landmark Community Bank TJ Associates Printing The Bank of Elk River



2012 2011 2010 2009
Matt's Plumbing Solutions 38. Spear's Landscape Inc. itworks! Tina Kolby Photography

Healing Therapeutic Services, LLC 39. Business Links Acapulco Restaurante Trilogy Homes

One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning 40. Farm Bureau Financial Services Diamond Auto, Inc Trott Brook Financial

Anoka County License Center 41. Metro North Chamber of Commerce CTI Towing Twin Cities Dog Guard

Lindsay's Lawncare, Inc. 42. Dove Chocolate Discoveries Cushing Enterprises Village Bank

Ultimate Exteriors of MN 43. Anoka County License Center The Ricebox Wells Catering / Fountains of Ramsey

Desired Health Chiropractic 44. Gassman Fitness Barnett Family Dental Youth First Marketing

Armstrong Ranch Kennels/Game Fair 45. Jeff Brooks Agency Luxury Bath

Solid Ground Homes & Remodeling 46. Maclennan Computer Solutions, Inc Coborn's Ramsey

Midwest Wheels of Thunder 47. Nordick Seamless Gutters Greater Midwest Realty

Happy Days 48. Pampered Chef Allegience, Inc

Northstar Commuter Rail 49. Ramsey Foundation Green Valley Greenhouse

Year Total Vendors Craft Type Vendors

2009 44 3

2010 49 4

2011 50 6

2012 50 7
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City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) proudly presents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 4, 2013 • 9:oo am to 2:00 pm 
Fountains of Ramsey • 7533 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey 

 
Family friendly fun!  Get out of the house and join us for the annual Ramsey Business Expo.  This free event is 

sure to have something for everyone to walk away with.  This is your chance to meet with 50 local 
businesses and learn about the services and products they offer.  Businesses include restaurants, 

professional services industry, retail, medical and much more! 
 

 
 

 FREE Give-Aways & Exciting Contests 

 FREE Product Samples (featuring many popular restaurants!) 

 INFORMATION, COUPONS & DEALS offered by local businesses 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

City of Ramsey website: www.cityoframsey.com, click ‘community events’ 
Patrick Brama, 763-433-9903, pbrama@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

 
HIS EVENT, CLASS, ACTIVITY OR MATTER IS NOT SPONSORED OR ENDORSED BY ANOKA-HENNEPIN SCHOOL DISTRICT #11 AND IS NOT PRINTED AT DISTRICT EXPENSE. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

INFORMATION 
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The Fountains of Ramsey 
7533 Sunwood Dr NW 



City of Ramsey, Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

2013 BUSINESS EXPO 
REGISTRATION FORM  

  
 

Saturday, May 4, 2013 • 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. • Fountains of Ramsey Event Center, 7533 Sunwood Drive NW 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The Ramsey EDA is proud to announce that it will be sponsoring the 2013 Ramsey Business EXPO. This event is an 
opportunity for residents and visitors to learn about products and services offered by participating businesses. It 
is also an opportunity for business-to-business networking.  Admission to the event is FREE! The EXPO will focus 
on Ramsey area retail, service, restaurant, and other industries.  300-600 patrons are expected to attend this 
event. 

 

DETAILS 
 

 Cost: Ramsey businesses $30.00, all others $45.00.  Electricity is an additional $5 charge.  
 

 To reserve your spot, please complete the reservation form, enclose your registration fee and return it no later 
than Wednesday, April 24, 2013. 
 

 Space is limited and is available on a first-come-basis. Preference will be given to non-merchant/craft type 
vendors.  Merchant vendors will be placed on a waiting list; and will be notified if their application was accepted 
by Tuesday, April 23, 2013. Examples include, Mary Kay, Jewelry Vendors, 31 Gifts, Scensty, Pampered Chef, etc. 
 

 Exhibitors (businesses) will be provided a 3 ft. by 6 ft. table and two chairs for their 8 ft. X 10 ft. display area.  
 

 Exhibitors are encouraged to bring their own display items, table coverings, give-away items, etc. 
 

 If your display and/or activity includes liquids, or anything else that could stain or otherwise damage the carpet, 
please bring a floor covering of some sort to place underneath your exhibit area.  
 

 Set-up of booths will be allowed on May 3 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. and May 4 from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m.  
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Business/Organization Name 
 

Business/Organization Address 
 

Contact Name 
 

Contact Email     Contact Phone 
 

Amount Enclosed    Electricity ($5 charge)?  YES or NO 
 

Are you a Ramsey business (physically located in Ramsey)?  YES  or  NO 
 

Are you a merchant or craft type vendor (typically, they sell items directly to customers at expos)?  YES or NO 
[NOTE: preference will be given to non-merchant/craft vendors, see details above] 

 
Special needs or requests 

 
 

RETURN ADDRESS, QUESTIONS AND  Patrick Brama  

COMMENTS     7550 Sunwood Drive NW pbrama@ci.ramsey.mn.us  
Ramsey, MN 55303  763-433-9903 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNWOOD DRIVE 

NORTH PARKING LOT 
EAST ENTRANCE 

WEST ENTRANCE 

NORTH ENTRANCE 

2012 RAMSEY BUSINESS EXPO: SITE MAP 

BOOTHS ARE 8 
FEET WIDE AND 

10 FEET DEEP 
 



 
 
 
 
 

BOOTHS ARE 8 FEET WIDE AND 10 FEET DEEP 
 

BOOTH  BUSINESS ELEC. TABLE CHAIRS 
1 Performance Plus Garage Door Yes Yes 2 
5 Mary Kay Cosmetics Yes Yes 2 
3 Air Comfort Htg & A/C Yes Yes 2 

42 Weikel & Boyd Law Firm, PLLC Yes Yes 2 
13 Pampered Chef No Yes 2 
2 Your Computer Hero Yes Yes 2 

14 Bolton & Menk Yes Yes 2 
4 Health & Healing Family Chiro. yes Yes 2 
6 Scentsy yes Yes 2 

12 RM Golf Carts, Inc. No No 0 
11 Delicious Designs Bakeware No Yes 2 
23 Wells Catering Yes Yes 2 
31 Ramsey Business Links No Yes 2 
46 Oakwood Insurance Yes Yes 2 
37 Ramsey Raceway Yes Yes 2 
11 Hollyhock Cottage Embroidery No Yes 2 
36 Anderson Irrigation Yes Yes 2 
10 Metro Dental Childrens Denistry No Yes 2 
9 Tastefully Simple No Yes 2 

43 Acapulco No Yes 2 
45 Silpada Designs Yes Yes 1 
8 Comfort Suites No Yes 2 

19 Dave's Custom Digging No Yes 2 
17 Gold Canyon Candles No Yes 2 
38 Thru His Eyes Photo, LLC Yes Yes 2 
39 Gassman Fitness Yes Yes 1 
25 Thirty-One Gifts No Yes 2 
34 Matasky Insurance Broker No Yes 2 
15 Aflac Yes Yes 2 
28 Schillmann Realty Inc. No Yes 2 
40 Trottbrook Financial Yes Yes 2 
22 Premier Designs, Inc. No Yes 2 
41 Ramsey Rotary Yes Yes 2 
7 The COR Yes Yes 2 

33 Purpose Driven Restortion, LLC Yes No 0 
29 Fantastic Sams No Yes 2 
27 Parkplace Studio Photography No No 0 
26 Matt's Plumbing Solutions No Yes 2 
21 Healing Therapeutic Services, LLC No Yes 2 
30 One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning No Yes 0 
24 Anoka County License Center Yes Yes 2 
47 Lindsay's Lawncare, Inc. No Yes 2 
20 Ultimate Exteriors of MN No No 0 
18 Desired Health Chiropractic No Yes 0 
32 Armstrong Ranch Kennels/Game Fair Yes Yes 2 
48 Solid Ground Homes & Remodeling Yes No 0 
35 Midwest Wheels of Thunder Yes Yes 2 
44 Happy Days No Yes 2 
49 NorthStar Yes Yes 2 

 

2012 RAMSEY BUSINESS EXPO: VENDOR INFORMATION 



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 3.           
Meeting Date: 02/14/2013  

Submitted For: Patrick Brama By: Patrick Brama, Administrative Services

Title:
Business Retention Program, Review of 2012 Report

Background:
As part of the EDA 2012 workplan, implementing a business retention and expansion program was identified as a
priority.

Purpose of Case: present the 2012 Ramsey Business Retention and Expansion Program Executive Report to the
EDA.

 

Observations:
See attached executive report for details.  Also attached is the Ramsey Business Retention and Expansion Program
master list; which outlines which businesses have been visited in 2012 and which businesses will be visited in 2013.
 
As a result of this process, moving forward, Staff plans to take the following action steps:

 1. Send a unified branded response to all visited businesses. 
NOTE: all businesses have been individually contacted since their original business visit; and we have responded
to all individual inquiries.  However, after receiving EDA and Council input, Staff proposes summarizing responses
and sending a letter with a signature from the EDA Chair and Mayor to each participating business.  Said
letter will attempt to address unified concerns businesses made during business visits.

2. Update survey to include minimum questions from a statewide business retention and expansion program (details
will be provided in meeting).  Also, include a question specifically asking what is Ramsey doing right.
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Staff Recommendation:
Provide staff with:

General comments1.
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2012 BUSINESS SURVEY 
 

HISTORY/BACKGROUND/PRODUCTS/SERVICES 
[Origination, ownership structure, products/services, etc.] 
 
 
 
 
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 
[F.T.E., changes/trends] 
 
 
SALES  
[Past year/projected, changes/trends] 
 
 
FACILITY 
[size, own/lease] 
 
 
MARKETS 
[Where do you serve and where to you buy from] 
 
 
OUTLOOK 
[Where do you see you company heading in the coming years, short and long term] 
 
 
 
 
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES & CHALLENGES 
 
 
 
 
 
WHY RAMSEY 
[Why is your business located in Ramsey—strengths] 
 
 
 
 
RAMSEY WEAKNESSES 
[What can we do better to serve our business community?] 
 
 
 
 
FOLLOW UP 
[Questions, requests or concerns about the City in relation to your business] 
 
 

CITY OF RAMSEY, 2012 



Date Status Name Company Address City Phone Contact Position Email

1/10/2013 Done Frank Nogle Life Fitness 14157 Sunfish Lake Boulevard Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 323-4562 Plant Manager Mark.Hager@lifefitness.com

11/15/2012 Done Tom Knoll Anderson Dahlen 6850 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 852-4700 President/CEO tomknoll@andersondahlen.com

10/1/2012 Done Jim Lundeen RJM and General Paper 6650 143rd Avenue Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 323-8389 Owner jlundeen@rjmgpp.com

11/21/2012 Done Mike Berkopec Ace Solid Waste 6601 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 427-3110 General Manager mike@acesolidwaste.com

11/15/2012 Done Tom Olson Panther Precision Manufacturing 6640 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 233-7600 tolson@pantherprecision.com

11/29/2012 Done Kevin Bittner Bolton & Menk, INC. 7533 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 433-2851 Engineer bmi@bolton-menk.com

11/19/2012 Done Julie Pawlowski Command Tooling Systems 13931 Sunfish Lake Boulevard Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 576-6910 HR Director hr@commandtool.com

11/15/2012 Done Becky Forsell Allina Medical Clinic 7231 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 236-0000 Clinic Manager rebecca.forsell@allina.com

11/26/2012 Done Richard Powell GMI, INC 6511 Bunker Lake Boulevard Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 712-8717 Owner rpowell@gmi-inc.com

11/15/2012 Done Bruce Gorecki Class C Components 6825 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-535-0400 President

12/13/2012 Done Pat Menth Heritage Millwork 6190 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-323-7501 Owner

11/21/2012 Done Loren O'Brien B&F Fastener 7100 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 612-788-7468 President/CEO lobrien@bffastenersupply.com

1/10/2013 Done Larry DForrest Arrow Components Corp 6230 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-712-0020 President/Owner

11/1/2012 Done Keith Sherer Minnesota Tool and Die Works 6220 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303

11/1/2012 Done Jason Farrell American Print & Digital 13950 Radium Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 421-0611 Owner jason@americanprintanddigital.com

11/21/2012 Done Dennis Young Matrix Tool & Design INC 14059 Sunfish Lake Boulevard Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-323-0877 Owner

11/27/2012 Done Scott Davy Comfort Suites of Ramsey 6440 Us 10 W, Ramsey Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 323-4800 Manager, Ramsey gm.mn054@choicehotels.com

11/7/2012 Done Michelle Koch (cook) Summit Aerospace Supply, Inc. 9411 Alpine Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 422-0301 , 11 Owner Michelle@summitaerospace.com

11/7/2012 Done Darren Mann RV World 7405 U.S. 10 Ramsey, MN 55303 763-712-1393 General Manager

1/10/2013 Done Dale Borstad Lake Region RV 9421 U.S. 10 Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 421-1419 Owner/Manager dale@lakeregionrvs.com

1/15/2013 Done Mark Korin Depot Star 6180 140th Ave NW Ramsey, MN 55303 612-889-1266 markk@depotstar.com

1/9/2013 Done Tom Frederick Superior Striping 14021 Basalt Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-422-9576 Owner/Manager

1/2/2013 Done Shawn Martin EDM/MMI Precision Manufactuing 14040 Azurite Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-213-1194 Owner/Manager shawn@mmiprecision.com

1/11/2013 Done Don Patterson Diamond Graphics 14350 Azurite Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-235-4124 General Manager donpatteron@dgiusa.net

Date Status Name Company Address City Phone Contact Position Email

Priority for 2013 Doug Leaser Minnesota Waterjet, INC. 14445 Azurite Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 427-9200 President dougl@mnwaterjet.com

Priority for 2013 Julie Haugland Rotary Systems INC 14440 Azurite Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 323-1514 Office Manager julie.haugland@rotarysystems.com

Priority for 2013 Brad Lano LANO Equipment INC 6140 U.S. 10 Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 444-7723 Brad_L@lanoequip.com

Priority for 2013 James Korin NAU Country Insurance 7333 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 427-3770 Chief Financial Officer pamela.gothier@naucountry.com

Priority for 2013 Cass Lundgren Vision Ease Lens 7000 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 506-9201 VP, Operations cass.lundgren@vision-ease.com

Priority for 2013 Dave Ackland Digital Tool and Automation 6501 McKinly St NW 763-421-0400 Owner/President

Priority for 2013 Roger Neilson, Jr. InTech Industries 7180 Sunwood Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 398-3404 Vice President of Sales/Marketing rogjr.neilson@intech-ind.com

Priority for 2013 Jim Eckman Waltek INC. 14310 Sunfish Lake Boulevard Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 427-3181 , Ext. 26. President jeckman@waltekinc.com

Priority for 2013 Rick Steer Zero Zone 6151 140th Avenue Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 398-1900 General Manager rick.steer@zero-zone.com

Priority for 2013 Jim Merritt Altron Manufacturing 6700 Bunker Lake Blvd NW Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 231-3322 jmerritt@altronmfg.com

Priority for 2013 Lane Chandler MultiSource Manufacturing 6690 Sunwood Drive NW Ramsey, MN 55303 (952) 882-6211 Business Development Director lchandler@Multisourcemfg.com

1x Vmail John Rowe Green Valley Greenhouse 6530 Green Valley Road Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 753-1621 President jarowe@gvgh.com

1x Vmail Blake Taylor Airgas North Central 6191 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-712-5100 Branch Manager

1x Vmail Karl Virkus North Country Concrete 7040 143rd Avenue Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303

1x Vmail Teri Wingness Wendell’s 6601 Bunker Lake Blvd NW Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 576-8200 , 207 Administrative Vice President twingness@wendellsinc.com

1x Vmail Douglas Jones Accent Home & Kitchen Center 6250 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-210-4568 President

1x Vmail Brent Peterson Culligan 6390 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-421-5512 General Manager

1x Vmail Kufre Akpan Production Design Products 14161 Basalt Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 kufre.akpan@pdpi.com

1x Vmail Scott Peterson Fab Tech Plastics and Metal, LLC 6211 McKinley Street Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303

1x Vmail Chris Soderholm Soderholm & Associates INC 7150 143rd Avenue Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-427-9635 President 

1x Vmail Chad Sauer Commercial Asphalt Co. 6640 141st Avenue Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-424-5400 President

Completed Visits

2013 Visit List



1x Vmail John Gaida (Guy-Dah) Pleasure Land RV 7900 Riverdale Drive Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 763-422-4171 Manager, Ramsey

1x Vmail Jeff Nobbe (No-Bee) Shorewood RV 8390 U.S. 10 Ramsey, MN 55303 800-784-2505 General Manager jeffn@shorewoodrv.com

1x Vmail Corey Moyer Quality RV 8170 U.S. 10 Ramsey, MN 55303 corey@quality-rv.com

1x Vmail Corey Moyer Lily Pad Ceramics 14050 St. Francis Blvd NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-421-5790 Owner, 10 years

No Contact Yet Continental Signs 6400 Bunker Lake Blvd NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-746-1300

No Contact Yet Carbon Products 6251 McKinley Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-421-8400 sales@graphel.com

No Contact Yet Dedicated Networks INC 14000 Unity Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-205-1798 sales@dedicatednetworksinc.com

No Contact Yet Justin Boortz A&R Manufacturing LLC 13981 Unity Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-421-6666 Owner sales@aandrmfg.com

No Contact Yet Dynamic Engineering Inc. 13911 Unity Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-780-4430

No Contact Yet Automated EDM Inc. 6231 McKinley Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-576-6946

No Contact Yet Greg Johnson Integrity Tools & Engineering 6221 Mckinley Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-576-0396 President/CEO Greg.johnson@integritytoolmn.com

No Contact Yet Precise Metalcraft 13900 Radium Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-323-8850

No Contact Yet Fred Trapp Die Concepts 13915 Radium Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-712-8168 Owner ftrapp@die-concepts.com

No Contact Yet David Gellerman Global Glove 13915 Radium Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-450-0110 General Manager dave.gellerman@globalglove.com

No Contact Yet Twin Cities Win Nelson Company 13930 Radium Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 763-502-8000

No Contact Yet Scott Robinson Up front Media 13915 Radium Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 Owner scott@wheelsofthunder.net

No Contact Yet Scott Robinson Wheels of Thunder 13915 Radium Street NW Ramsey, MN 55303 612-730-3719 President/Owner scott@wheelsofthunder.net

No Contact Yet Don Haller Connexus Energy 14601 Ramsey Boulevard Northwest Ramsey, MN 55303 (763) 323-2839 Business & Community Relations donh@connexusenergy.com

No Contact Yet Matt Westgaard Molin Concrete Products Company (HOLD) 415 Lilac Street Lino Lakes, MN 55014 800-336-6546

mailto:corey@quality-rv.com
mailto:sales@graphel.com
mailto:sales@aandrmfg.com
mailto:ftrapp@die-concepts.com
mailto:dave.gellerman@globalglove.com
mailto:scott@wheelsofthunder.net
mailto:scott@wheelsofthunder.net
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Ramsey Economic Development Authority (EDA) is responsible for directing business 

retention, expansion and recruitment efforts in the City of Ramsey.  In 2012, the EDA identified 

business retention as a priority for the City of Ramsey, and subsequently directed Staff to 

develop and implement a business retention and expansion program. 

 

The purpose of this report is to (1) outline the 2012 Ramsey business retention and expansion 

program structure (2) present and review program results and findings. 

 

In summary, the 2012 Ramsey business retention and expansion program was very successful.  A 

number of strong relationships were established (or repaired), various business concerns were 

addressed and a number of prospect expansion leads were identified. 
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PROGRAM STRUCTURE 
 

Why does the City have a retention and expansion program? 

Businesses pay a large portion of local property taxes, provide full time permanent jobs (with 

benefits), create wealth, support local nonprofit organizations and raise the standard of living for 

Ramsey residents.  Therefore, businesses play a crucial role in the success of the City of Ramsey.  

A properly executed business retention and expansion program is a critical component of 

retaining and expanding businesses located in Ramsey. 

 

Outcomes of a successful businesses retention and expansion program include: establishing 

strong relationships, developing an open line of communication, expressing appreciation and 

most importantly creating trust.  A business that trusts and respects the City of Ramsey is 

significantly more likely to remain located (or consider expansion) in Ramsey than a business 

that does not have trust or respect for the City. 

 

What is a business retention and expansion program? 

A business retention and expansion program is a systematic method of developing and 

maintaining relationships with businesses located in the City of Ramsey.  Once every two years, 

the City of Ramsey visits with representatives of local businesses; known as a business visit.  

Typically, visits included 1-2 Staff members and 1-3 business representatives.  Business 

representatives are provided with an opportunity to express concerns or questions they have 

regarding the City, Staff conducts an informal interview (see Appendix A), both parties review 

newsworthy items and most visits end with a tour of a businesses’ operations. 

 

Commonly, business visits result in: 
 

 An improved relationship between the City and a particular business 

 A list of inquiries and suggestions a business may have regarding the City 

 The City attaining valuable business data 

 Identification of prospect expansion leads 
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RESULTS & FINDINGS 
 

What businesses were included in the 2012 business retention and expansion program?  

Up until 2012, the City of Ramsey had not implemented a regular systematic business retention 

and expansion program.  Therefore, a number of businesses visited, were either being contacted 

for the first time or have not been visited for a number of years.  Staff identified 55 target 

businesses to launch this program.  Businesses were selected based on location, size and 

industry. 

 

From October 2012 to January 2013, Staff conducted 24 business visits; see below.  The 

remaining 31 businesses will be targeted for the next round of business visits (2013). 

 
 

2012 BUSINESS VISITS CONDUCTED 
 

DATE COMPANY CONTACT 

10/1/2012 RJM and General Paper Jim Lundeen 

11/1/2012 Minnesota Tool and Die Works Keith Sherer 

11/1/2012 American Print & Digital Jason Farrell 

11/7/2012 Summit Aerospace Supply, Inc. Michelle Koch 

11/7/2012 RV World Darren Mann 

11/15/2012 Anderson Dahlen Tom Knoll 

11/15/2012 Panther Precision Manufacturing Tom Olson 

11/15/2012 Allina Medical Clinic Becky Forsell 

11/15/2012 Class C Components Bruce Gorecki 

11/19/2012 Command Tooling Systems Julie Pawlowski 

11/21/2012 Ace Solid Waste Mike Berkopec 

11/21/2012 B&F Fastener Loren O'Brien 

11/21/2012 Matrix Tool & Design INC Dennis Young 

11/26/2012 GMI, INC Richard Powell 

11/27/2012 Comfort Suites of Ramsey Scott Davy 

11/29/2012 Bolton & Menk, INC. Kevin Bittner 

12/13/2012 Heritage Millwork Pat Menth 

1/2/2013 MMI Precision Manufacturing Shawn Martin 

1/9/2013 Superior Striping Tom Frederick 

1/10/2013 Life Fitness Frank Nogle 

1/10/2013 Arrow Components Corp Larry DeForrest 

1/10/2013 Lake Region RV Dale Borstad 

1/11/2013 Diamond Graphics Don Patterson 

1/15/2013 Depot Star Mark Korin 
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What are the results? 

A number findings and leads resulted from the 2012 business retention and expansion program.  

Please note information has been presented in aggregate.  A number of businesses have asked to 

remain anonymous; therefore specific information from specific businesses remains confidential.  

Additionally, not all 24 businesses answered every question proposed by Staff.  Therefore, 

sample sizes are different for each findings category.  Findings categories are listed below: 

 

 

 Findings: Categories 

1. Considering expansion 

2. Number of employees 

3. Facility 

o Size 

o Ownership 

4. Sales 

5. Outlook 

6. Ramsey 

o When did you locate 

o Where did you relocate from  

o Why locate in Ramsey 

7. Markets served 

8. Ramsey weaknesses, suggestions for improvement 
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1. BUSINESSES CONSIDERING EXPANSION 
 

Businesses that have expressed interested in expanding in the next 18 months are identified 

below.  Staff is working with prospect businesses today.  As updates are available, they will 

be provided through the EDA. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 
 

Each business was asked how many people they employ.  Without drilling down into detail, 

below are the results (full time).  NOTE: a number of employers expressed they have 

seasonal employees.  In aggregate, businesses employ about 150 seasonal employees. 
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3. FACILITY SIZE & OWNERSHIP 
 

Businesses reported the size of their facility (square feet); and whether they owned or leased 

their facility. 
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4. ESTIMATED ANNUAL SALES, 2012 GROSS 
 

Businesses reported their 2012 annual gross sales.  Listed below are the results.  NOTE: this 

information is confidential to many businesses.  Therefore, some businesses did not respond 

and a number of businesses asked to remain anonymous. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. OUTLOOK 
 

Businesses were asked what their outlook was; meaning, how do they anticipate the next 2-3 

years to go, as far as sales growth.  Below are the results. 
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6. RAMSEY: WHEN, WHERE FROM, WHY? 
 

Businesses were asked: when did they locate in Ramsey, where did they locate from and why 

are they located in the City of Ramsey.  Results are listed below.   
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LOCATED FROM 
 

 Fridley (2) 

 Rodgers (2) 

 Blaine (2)  

 Coon Rapids 

 St. Anthony Village 

 Anoka 

 Albertville 

 Dayton 

 Andover 
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7. MARKETS SERVED 
 

Businesses were asked what markets they served.  Regional is considered Minnesota plus the 

eastern Dakotas, western Wisconsin and northern Iowa.  National is U.S. only.  International 

is anywhere outside the U.S.  Many businesses serve more than one market (more answers 

than sample size).  Results displayed below. 
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Markets Served

Regional National International

SERVICES AND PRODUCTS 
 

 Electrical Mechanical Solutions, Repairs 

and Refurbishing 

 Fitness Equipment Manufacturing 

 RV Dealerships (2) 

 Industrial Machining (5), Tooling (5), 

Dies (3), Cutting (5), Custom 

Manufacturing 

 Plastic Card Printing 

 Medical Services 

 Printing Services 

 Fastener Supply 

 Aerospace and Navel Electric Supply 

 Engineering and Surveying Services 

 Millwork Production 

 Packaging and Paper Manufacturer 

 Waste Services 
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8. RAMSEY WEAKNESSES, SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT 
 

Businesses were asked, as far as the City of Ramsey goes, what are our weaknesses and what 

can we do to improve (from the perspective of a business).  Below is a graphical display, on 

the next page is detailed list.  NOTE: some businesses had multiple suggestions and some did 

not have any: therefore, sample sizes are inconsistent. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued, next page) 

 

STAFF NOTE/SUGGESTION:  
A number of Ramsey businesses are considering expansion in the coming years.  At this point, the City 

no longer owns any parcel greater than one acre in size.  The inventory of privately held available lots is 

very limited.  Therefore, competitively responding to prospects is a challenge for Staff.   

 

If the City wishes to retain expanding Ramsey businesses, and attract new businesses to this community, 

there is a need to acquire (or secure) land for economic development purposes.  Until this item is 

addressed, the City of Ramsey will remain less competitive than surrounding Cities.  Additionally, the 

City will eventually lose expanding businesses that no longer can fit their operations within the Ramsey. 
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RAMSEY WEAKNESSES/SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS: 
 

Suggestions made by multiple businesses: 
 

 Periodically businesses will have false alarms, and the Ramsey Police Department will 

be called out.  In certain situations, the City charges Businesses for said visits/false 

alarms.  Business owners are frustrated--being they pay significant property taxes (tens 

of thousands).  Police visits should not be charged back to a property owner.  Lastly, one 

business owner believes the City should call the contact provided to the City for business 

registration and communicate there was a visit/alarm/etc.  (2) 
 

 A number of businesses are frustrated with the negative local politics in Ramsey; said 

issues create mistrust, second guessing of City policies and embarrassment for 

businesses. (5) 
 

 Keeping the local tax levy low is a major priority to Ramsey businesses, as their 

industries are very competitive.  Businesses hope this is a priority to the City Council. (4) 
 

 Large County medians are a major inconvenience and frustration for employers and 

employees.  Giving directions is difficult, access to nearby food and retail options is 

difficult.  The City should be cognizant of boulevards’ negative impacts. (2) 

 

 A lack in supply exists for qualified employees in the City’s manufacturing sector.  Some 

companies are interested in learning how to recruit locally.  Additionally, a couple 

businesses have indicated they are interested in hiring veterans. (4) 
 

 Commonly, people dump waste and furniture in Ramsey Businesses’ parking lots 

(without permission).  Additionally, crime (theft) is common in parking lots; especially 

behind buildings.  A number of businesses have requested more patrols.  Issues are most 

common in the summer. (4) 
 

 Businesses are interested in the use of metal materials for construction of buildings in 

Ramsey.  One business has requested the use of a metal pitched roof.  One business 

believes the City’s tree/planting requirements are too ridged and don’t account for “real 

world” scenarios.  The City should be more flexible in calculating tree requirements. (2) 
 

Suggestions made by one business: 
 

 One business has successfully used the program known as “Economic Gardening” and 

strongly suggests the City consider offering said service to Ramsey businesses. 
 

 The City’s sign regulations are too strict in the COR.  The City should allow additional 

signage than the code provides today. 
 

 The City should consider improving their business expo.  It is not professional enough, 

the traffic is too low and they should not allow merchant vendors to attend. 
 

 The City should consider redevelopment of the old HealthQuest property as a biotech 

incubator. 

 


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APPENDIX A 

 



   

Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 4.           
Meeting Date: 02/14/2013  

By: Patrick Brama, Administrative Services

Title:
15153 Nowthen Blvd: Review Cost Benefit Analysis

Background:
The EDA and City Council have expressed interest in developing the old municipal center site, 15153 Nowthen
Boulevard ("Subject Property") for a data center user(s). The City is partnering with Connexus Energy to pursue
this development opportunity.

As part of this effort, Staff was directed to pursue a "Shovel Ready" development certification through the State of
Minnesota.  Additionally, both the EDA and the City Council have requested Staff develop a cost/benefit
analysis on potential development scenarios for the Subject Property. 

PURPOSE OF CASE:
1) Provide EDA with an update on the Shovel Ready certification program application.
2) Review the attached cost/benefit analysis; and consider moving forward with marketing and positioning the
Subject Property for a data center user(s).

Observations:
Shovel Ready Certification Progress:
Staff has submitted an application, including all required information to the State of Minnesota.  Connexus
Energy will be paying the program application fee (see attached invoice).  It is expected the State of Minnesota will
certify the Subject Property this spring; exact timing is to-be-determined.

Cost/Benefit Analysis:
The EDA and City Council have expressed interest in developing the Subject Property for a data center user. 
However, before committing additional resources and directing Staff to pursue a data center user(s), both the
EDA and City Council have requested Staff to develop a cost/benefit analysis.  The intention of the analysis is to
compare a data center development to a residential development, from a financial prospective.

     Three scenarios were considered by Staff:
    (1) Data Center, Single User, 250,000 square feet
    (2) Data Center, Two Users, 200,000 square feet
    (3) Residential Development, 47 single family homes

Attached to this case are sketch plans of the proposed development scenarios.  Said sketch plans were used to
develop input information for the referenced cost/benefit analysis.  Please note, the three scenarios provided are
considered "best-case-scenarios" for full build out.  Every option carries risk.   For example, a homebuilder may
only take down ten homes a year; or, a data center development happens in phases over a number of years. 
Meaning, the City would not yield a full built out potential for several years.

In order to insure proposed scenarios were realistic for the market, Staff reviewed with builders (Mortenson and
Kraus Anderson), real estate agents (CBRE), Greater MSP (regional economic development agency), the State of
Minnesota (Department of Employment and Economic Development), the City's economic development consultant
(Mike Mulrooney) and the City's planning consultant (Stantec).

With the information above in mind, Staff developed the attached cost/benefit analysis.  Said analysis renders a



number of conclusions.  Staff will review in detail at the EDA meeting.  Below is a summary of conclusions:

(1) From an annual cash flow prospective (City of Ramsey only), data center developments scenarios result
in a significantly higher general tax revenue stream than does a residential development.  1 Data Center =
$276,742, 2 Data Center = $223,714, Residential = $31,143.

(2) From a one time land transaction scenario perspective, a residential development scenario results in a
higher return for the City.  Data Centers = 0-$500,000, Residential $1,000,000.

(3) Considering the City's strategic plan of using revenues from the Subject Property to pay for a new fire
station, Staff would conclude data center scenarios provide a stronger and more complete financial solution
than does a residential development.  See fire station attachment.

Moving Forward:

Zoning
If the EDA and City Council decide they would like to move forward with pursuit of a data center development, the
next step in this process is zoning.  As it stands today, the Subject Property is located within the Public/Quasi
Public Zoning District. A Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Amendment would need to be approved to allow for a
data center user.  Staff would ask the EDA and City Council for direction to begin this process by engaging
surrounding property owners via an open house.  Then, Staff will report findings from said open house; and,
develop a proposed zoning and long range planning solution for consideration by the EDA and City Council.

Recognized Environmental Conditions
As a result of the Shovel Ready certification process, three "recognized environmental conditions" were identified
on the Subject Property by Braun Inertec (environmental services contractor).  In order to clear said "recognized
environmental conditions" from the property, they would need to be tested.  Meaning, additional soil borings would
need to be attained and reviewed.  Staff will bring back a request for proposals (RFP) for said service at the March
EDA meeting.  Details can be provided at the February EDA meeting.

Funding Source:
NA

Staff Recommendation:
A number of options exist as the EDA considers the development of the Subject Property:

(1) Move forward with pursuing a data center user(s) [STAFF RECOMMENDATION]
Considering the attached cost/benefit analysis, pursing option 1 makes financial sense for the City, and may
still fall generally within future land use plans and compatibility with surrounding land uses.  Additionally,
this development provides a complete solution to finance the City's new fire station.  Aside from the financial
aspect of this review, the only foreseeable drawback of this development is a potential negative reaction from
the public relative to land use planning. The unknown variable of public feedback is part of Staff's
recommendation of an open house to complete the land use analysis.
 

Staff would ask for specific direction on two items:
(A) Zoning; move forward with open house, develop zoning proposal
(b) Recognized Environmental Conditions; move forward with RFP (request for proposal)
 

(2) Move forward with pursuing a residential development.
Considering the attached cost/benefit analysis, pursing option 2 makes less financial sense for the City, but
does not necessarily preclude residential development from a land use perspective. A negative reaction from
the public regarding residential development is unlikely.  This development does not provide a complete
solution to finance the City's new fire station. A residential development would add to the City's tax base, but
appears would not to the level of a data center.



(3) Alternative direction.
Direct Staff to pursue a different direction.

NOTE: both options 1 and 2 hold a level of market risk that should be recognized.  For example, it could take
years to fully develop the Subject Property; or, potentially no developers/buyers may step forward altogether.

EDA Action:
Motion to direct Staff to move forward with marketing and positioning the Subject Property for a data center user(s).
 

Specifically Including:
(A) Zoning; move forward with open house, develop zoning proposal
(b) Recognized Environmental Conditions; move forward with RFP (request for proposal)

Attachments
Site Location Map
REF MAP
Development Scenarios Sketch Maps
Cost Benefit Analysis
Fire Station Funding
Shovel Ready Program Invoice
Site Location Map

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Diana Lund Diana Lund 02/08/2013 08:47 AM
Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 02/08/2013 09:36 AM
Patrick Brama Patrick Brama 02/08/2013 11:43 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/08/2013 02:47 PM

Form Started By: Patrick Brama Started On: 02/06/2013 04:47 PM
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PROPERTY PROFILE: CITY OF RAMSEY 
 
NUMBER:  06 
ADDRESS: 15240 HELIUM ST NW, 15153 NOWTHEN BLVD NW, NA 
PID:  233225410035, 233225410019, 233225410018 (Three separate parcels—listed from the top down). 
LEGAL:  Lots 4, 5, 21, Block 1, Meadow, Anoka County, Minnesota 
ACRES: 20.86 
VALUATION: $1,501,769 
ZONING: Public/Quasi Public and PUD (Planned Unit Development) 
MUSA:  Yes 
GIS IMAGE: 
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS
Ramsey, MinnesotaDecember, 2012 DATA CENTER 

CONCEPT 2
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS
Ramsey, MinnesotaDecember, 2012 RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY:
•	 1,920 LF of road (30’ wide)
•	 47 residential lots (.25 ac minimum lot size)
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Cost/Benefit: Annual Cash Flow
Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3
One Data Center User Two Data Center Users Sing. Fam. Resd. Devel.

VALUATION (market value) VALUATION (market value)

Data Center Building(s): Single Family Homes
Square Feet 250,000.00$                  200,000.00$                Average Valuation of Land 30,000.00$                        
Valuation (per sq ft) 120.00$                          120.00$                        Average Valuation of Homes 153,153.00$                      
Total Building Valuation 30,000,000.00$             24,000,000.00$          Average Valuation, before MVE 183,153.00$                      

(Market Value Exclusion) (20,750.00)$                       
Land: Average Valuation, after MVE 162,403.00$                      

Northern Parcel 810,300.00$                  810,300.00$                
Southern Parcel 540,000.00$                  540,000.00$                Number of available lots 47.00
Total Land Valuation 1,350,300.00$               1,350,300.00$             

VALUATION (market value) 31,350,300.00$            25,350,300.00$          VALUATION (market value) 7,632,941.00$                  

REVENUE (taxes/city only) REVENUE (taxes/city only)
Tax Capacity Rate (commercial) Tax Capacity Rate (residential) 1.00%

First $150,000 1.50% 1.50% Total Tax Capacity 76,329.41$                        
Sub total 2,250.00$                       2,250.00$                    Ramsey Tax Rate 44.19%
After $150,000 2.00% 2.00%
Sub total 624,006.00$                  504,006.00$                

Total Tax Capacity 626,256.00$                  506,256.00$                
Tax Rate (Ramsey Only) 44.19% 44.19%

NOTE: Estimate Does Not Include: NOTE: Estimate Does Not Include:

Anoka County 45.45% 45.45% Anoka County 45.45%

Anoka Hennipen ISD 11 26.75% 26.75% Anoka Hennipen ISD 11 26.75%

Special Taxing Districts 4.15% 4.15% Special Taxing Districts 4.15%

Minnesota 53.00% 53.00%

Fiscal Disparaties (bottom of page*) NA NA

Estimated Total Tax Revenue $1,257,447.38 $936,212.44 Estimated Total Tax Revenue $92,013.58

REVENUE (taxes/city only) 276,742.53$                  223,714.53$                REVENUE (taxes/city only) 33,729.97$                        

EXPENSES (> residential development) EXPENSES (> commercial development)

Operating Expenses -$                                 -$                              Operating Expenses
-$                                 -$                              Snow Removal 1,000.00$                          
-$                                 -$                              Street Sweeping 383.00$                              
-$                                 -$                              Seal Coating ($10,600/12yr) 883.00$                              
-$                                 -$                              Future Overlay ($6,4000/20yr) 320.00$                              
-$                                 -$                              Annual Operating Expenses 2,586.00$                          

Increased Demand for Services (> residential development) Increased Demand for Services (> commercial development)

Police -$                                 -$                              Police NA, likely higher

Fire -$                                 -$                              Fire NA, likely higher

Other -$                                 -$                              Other NA, likely higher

-$                                 -$                              Services Subtotal NA, likely higher

EXPENSES (> residential development) -$                                -$                              EXPENSES (> commercial development) 2,586.00$                          

NET ANNUAL CASH FLOW (City) 276,742.53$                  223,714.53$                NET ANNUAL CASH FLOW (City) 31,143.97$                        

Cost/Benefit: Land
Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3

One Data Center User Two Data Center Users Sing. Fam. Resd. Devel.

Land Proceeds Land Proceeds

Land Value 1,350,300.00$               1,350,300.00$             Land Value 1,350,300.00$                  

Expected Sale Price -$                                 -$                              Expected Sale Price** 1,000,000.00$                  

Total Land Proceeds -$                                -$                              Total Land Proceeds 1,000,000.00$                  

Expenses Expenses

Business Subsidy, Land Write Down Business Subsidy, Land Write Down

Total Value of Subsidy 1,350,300.00$               1,350,300.00$             Total Value of Subsidy -$                                    

Annual Pay Back Capacity 276,742.53$                  223,714.53$                Annual Pay Back Capacity -$                                    

Pay Back Period (years) 4.88 6.04 Pay Back Period (years) -$                                    

*Important Note:  Commercial & Industrial taxes are effected by a program known as "fiscal disparities."  This program takes a portion of taxes collected from each property in the 

metro, and places them into one pot.  Then, said monies are redistributed by the State based on a complex formula.  Ramsey typically is a beneficiary of this program.  Therefore, 

the revenue number listed in the above estimate can change, depending on how the fiscal disparity number comes out.  However, it is very likely Rasmey would recieve the provided 

tax revenue number.

**Given the state of the market, it would be challenging to sell this property for a residentail development.  If the City could, it is very likely a developer would take the land down in portions (not all at 

once).  Lastly, it is likely the City would not get an offer at the appraised value of this property.



Funding a Fire Station

1 Data Cener User 2 Data Center Users Residential Development

Expenditures 3,000,000.00$                        3,000,000.00$                        3,000,000.00$                        

Financing

Land Sale Proceeds -$                                          -$                                          1,000,000.00$                        

Loan/Bond

Principal 3,000,000.00$                        3,000,000.00$                        2,000,000.00$                        

Term 10 10 10

Interest 4.00% 4.00% 4.00%

Payments (required) 183,470.15$                            183,470.15$                            122,313.44$                            

Payments (rev. available) 276,742.53$                            223,714.53$                            31,143.97$                              

Net Annual Cash Flow 932,723.76$                            402,443.76$                            (911,694.74)$                          

(through 10 year payback period)
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Economic Development Authority (EDA)   4. 5.           
Meeting Date: 02/14/2013  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Title:
FOR DISCUSSION ONLY: Receive Report from Planning Commission in Regard to Permitted Uses at the 167th
Avenue Retail Node and Discuss Framework for Future Discussions

Background:
On January 31st, the Planning Commission reviewed two (2) potential users for the vacant retail building located at
6001 167th Avenue NW (former Supervalu building). Attached to this case is the Staff Report to the Planning
Commission, as well as the DRAFT Planning Commission Minutes. Based on previous discussion with the EDA,
Staff is forwarding this as an update item.

Observations:
The City received requests from two (2) separate users for 6001 167th Avenue NW. The City received a request
from Total Defense for a retail use and indoor shooting range. Total Defense currently operates in the Rivers Bend
retail node, but does not include the indoor shooting range component. Total Defense desires to relocate to 6001
167th Avenue NW. The City also received a request from Wear Ever/Triangle Recycling for a warehouse and
transfer operation. The recycling user states that it currently operates in Nowthen, Minnesota and collects used
clothing from satellite locations. The recycling user would transfer the recycled clothing to 6001 167th Avenue NW
for baling and transport to end markets. The recycling user has offered to include a small, minor retail component;
however the primary use would be warehousing and transfer. Both proposals would require some sort of zoning
amendment.

While no action was taken, the Planning Commission provided feedback that it generally felt the indoor shooting
range maintained a retail focus and could fit within the long-term vision of the 167th Avenue Retail Node. Exact
details, such as permitted or conditional use, licensing, and building code issues will continue to be studied as the
process unfolds. Furthermore, it felt that the recycling warehouse and transfer, while a potential asset for the
community, generally did not fit into the long-term vision of this node as presented. In either case, both users have
the opportunity to submit an application for Zoning Amendment, either as initially presented, or with modifications
based on Planning Commission discussion.

With a potential Zoning Amendment moving forward, Staff would like to discuss the EDA's previous discussions
as it relates to continued discussions for this retail node. The EDA had previously discussed the possibility of some
sort of master planning effort for the node. Staff would like to discuss potential scope, if this process were to move
forward.

Funding Source:
This case is being prepared as part of regular Staff duties.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the current Zoning Amendment process, as well as recruitment of the Economic
Development Manager, unfold before defining a scope of any master planning effort. This will allow the best
opportunity for quality coordination with existing processes in motion. In addition, the City Council's Strategic
Planning process may help further inform the appropriate scope in moving forward.

EDA Action:
For discussion only.



Attachments
Planning Commission Report dated January 31, 2013
Planning Commission Minutes dated January 31, 2013

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Chris Anderson Chris Anderson 02/07/2013 12:08 PM
Patrick Brama Patrick Brama 02/07/2013 01:36 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 02/07/2013 01:39 PM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 02/01/2013 09:34 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/07/2013 



   

Special Planning Commission   5. 2.           
Meeting Date: 01/31/2013  

Submitted For: Chris Anderson By: Tina Goodroad, Community Development

Information
Title:
FOR DISCUSSION ONLY: Discuss Acceptable Land Uses at 167th Avenue Commercial Node and Provide
Feedback on Potential Shooting Range and Recycling Warehouse/Transfer at 6001 167th Ln NW

Background:
Over the past several years, the City has discussed various options to address permitted uses at the 167th
Avenue/Saint Francis Boulevard retail node. The node currently experiences a high vacancy rate and concerns with
property maintenance on some of the buildings have been expressed. The property is zoned B-1 General Business
District, which is intended to provide a commercial area for goods and services for the surrounding neighborhoods
and community on a smaller scale than the B-2 Business District.

The intent of this discussion is to introduce two proposed uses (preliminary discussion), both of which likely will
necessitate an amendment to the Zoning Code, for the property located at 6001 167th Ave NW (former Bob's
Supervalu) and the type of regulatory tools that would be necessary if either were to proceed. The proposed uses
are: 

 Shooting range/fitness center with classroom space and a retail component.1.
Metal/Clothing Recycling Center/warehouse with a small retail component.2.

Notification:
As this case is for discussion purposes only, notification is not required. Notification will be provided in accordance
with Minnesota Statute and Ramsey City Code for any Zoning Amendment. In addition, Staff has recommended
some sort of public open house to meet with adjacent property owners if Staff is directed to begin an Ordinance
Amendment Process. A public process will be important to identify potential concerns and has the benefit of open
communication between user and neighbors, which may help answer questions or concerns early in the process.

Observations/Alternatives:
Proposal #1: Shooting range/fitness center: 

Total Defense, a current local business in Ramsey, (14031 St. Francis Blvd) is proposing to relocate its current
operation to the subject property. The current location has the same underlying zoning district as the proposed
location. Total Defense currently operates a retail store, gunsmithing (repair) and provide self-defense training
courses. Total Denfense is proposing a similar operation with the addition of an indoor shooting range. The
applicant has provided detailed information on their business, training courses and preliminary floor plan. The retail
portion will serve as the primary space while the indoor shooting range and training areas will occupy about equal
square footage.

The proposed use of retail and the professional self-defense courses are considered permitted uses in the B-1
General Business District. The proposed indoor shooting range is not listed as a permitted or conditional use within
said district. When a use is not specifically identified within a zoning district, City Code states the use is considered
prohibited and therefore, this proposed use would require an amendment to the zoning ordinance.

There are two general issues that would need to be addressed when considering a possible amendment.  The first is
whether to consider an indoor shooting range as 'indoor commercial recreation' or whether to identify it as a
separate, specific use.  The second is whether it should be considered a permitted or conditional use.  If the uses in
the B-1 Business District be amended, it will affect all properties zoned B-1, not just the property directly linked to
this request. The key nodes of the B-1 General Business District are Saint Francis Boulevard/Bunker Lake



this request. The key nodes of the B-1 General Business District are Saint Francis Boulevard/Bunker Lake
Boulevard, Saint Francis Boulevard/Alpine Drive, and Saint Francis Boulevard/167th Avenue. In reviewing a
determination of permitted use or conditional use, Staff recommends that the Planning Commission determines if
any concerns realted to the use are physical, or exterior concerns or concerns with the actual operation of the
business. If the concerns are in regards to the physical environment, and the Planning Commission desires
additional review and reasonable standards, that a conditional use permit would be appropriate. If the Planning
Commission has concerns with how the business is operated, or the quality of the user, then City licensing
provisions may be more appropriate.

In review of the zoning ordinance, an indoor shooting range may fall under 'indoor commercial recreation', which is
currently permitted in the B-2 Highway Business District and the E-1 and E-2 Employment Districts.  Due to
certain aspects associated with the use, such as transporting of firearms into and out of the facility, qualifications of
owners/operators, etc, there may be some merit to identifying it specifically rather than grouping it in with
'indoor commercial recreation'.  

Adding an indoor shooting range is a very specific use, while 'indoor commercial recreation' is a broader term that
includes other uses such as bowling alleys, laser tag, indoor go-carts, indoor play fields, etc. As a permitted use, it
would be allowed by right and could be added to the ordinance with standards. A conditional use (also with
standards) is another option that allows additional review and opportunities to add reasonable conditions that would
mitigate any potential issues or concerns. In addition, as a conditional use, the City has the ability to review and or
revoke the permit if safety or other conditions are compromised. A final option is to add the use as an interim use,
which is similar to a conditional use but with a limited term.

In reviewing these options, it is important to consider the issues and concerns that the City may want to mitigate
through standards (either as a permitted or conditional use). During a recent Development Review Committee
meeting, staff from several departments discussed this use and developed a short list of potential issues. Present at
the meeting included representatives from the Fire and Police Departments. Broad categories of discussion topics
include (but are not limited to): 

Safety/security
Retail portion to protect against theft of guns
Safety of employees- due to the gunsmithing portion of the operation, there are environmental and general air
pollution concerns with the gun powder, etc.
Safety of ammunition and gun powder stored on site (refilling purposes)
Caliber limit for the range
Controlled access to shooting range
Requirement for use of gun case when leaving the premises

Additional information from the applicant regarding their security plan for both the retail and indoor shooting range
would be necessary for review and development of appropriate standards/conditions.

Noise-the applicant provided information on the installation of the shooting range bays and stated there is
potential to hear a slight “popping” sound outside the building. Setting hours of operation can mitigate the
effects on neighboring properties. Additional information related to decibel levels outside the building and at
property lines would be beneficial in understanding potential noise nuisances for the adjoining residential
properties.
Parking- as this use is proposing three different functions (retail, training, range) it will be important to set
parking standards to ensure adequate parking is provided for all uses.
Outdoor storage- not permissible in the B-1 Business District, would want to continue prohibiting.
Others may be developed with further input from staff and Commissioners.

There are several indoor shooting ranges in surrounding communities. Staff spoke with both staff from the cities of
Robbinsdale and Blaine, where Bill’s Gun Shop has a similar store and indoor shooting range operation. The site in
Robbinsdale is located in a shopping mall, but the shooting range component is with the basement/underground
parking garage portion of the shopping center. The store has been in operation since the 1980’s with no CUP
(currently zoned for commercial use). Robbinsdale staff stated that it’s a very well-run business and widely
embraced by the community with no known complaints. The business has a lot of control over accessing the range



embraced by the community with no known complaints. The business has a lot of control over accessing the range
(no separate entry), has well trained staff and requires gun cases for all guns when leaving the store. The facility has
bars on the retail portion of the business and you cannot see the range from the outside.

Blaine city staff reported that the use has been in Blaine since 1997 and is operating under a CUP in an I-1 district
(industrial district) as an indoor commercial recreation use. The conditions do not really relate to the specific
operation but to the site and building design. Blaine staff stated that there are no known issues or complaints.

Proposal #2: Metal/Clothing Recycling Center/warehouse with a small retail component:

Triangle Recycling has also expressed a desire to operate out of the same subject property. This is an existing
business operating in the city of Nowthen.  The business recycles clothing through a network of clothing collection
boxes strategically placed throughout the state.  Clothing is collected from the boxes by driver and truck and would
be brought back to this site for baling and transport to end markets.  The applicant has expressed an interest in
expanding the recycling program to accept electronics, small metals, mattresses and plastics, which would be
implemented as Phase II of its operation.  This process may be subject to permitting by the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) and possibly a conditional use permit through the City.  Additional information from the
applicant would be needed along with review and coordination with the MPCA and Anoka County to determine if
either or both may be applicable. 

This proposed use most closely matches warehousing, which is an allowed use in both the E-1 and E-2
Employment Districts, but not allowed in the B-1 Business District, except as potentially accessory to a primary
warehouse use. The applicant, upon understanding the current zoning, did state a small retail portion could be
added, however, this would not be the primary use. For this use to be more closely related to a “thrift store” or
“second hand store”, and therefore be allowed as a retail use, the retail aspect should be the
primary component with the warehousing being accessory.

In order for this use to be considered as proposed, either the B-1 Business District would have be amended to allow
warehousing, either as a permitted, conditional or interim use, or the site would need to be rezoned to either E-1 or
E-2 Employment District.  Rezoning would also likely result in a need for a comprehensive plan amendment as the
site is shown as Commercial on the Future Land Use map.  The property is surrounded by other commercial and
residential uses and thus, rezoning to an employment district may not be preferable. The City would need to be
mindful of not violating 'spot-zoning' statutes and regulations.

In reviewing these options, it is important to consider the issues and concerns that the City may want to mitigate
through standards (either as a permitted or conditional use). Again, during a recent Development Review
Committee meeting, staff from several departments discussed this use and developed a short list of potential
discussion topics including, but not limited to:

The proposed warehouse use may be incompatible with surrounding uses.
Vehicle traffic generated by trucks and customer drop offs.
Outside storage - this is fairly common with warehousing and would not be desirable in this proximity to
residential areas. 
Potential for recycling of solid waste - there are potential challenges with this type of use due to proximity to
residentially zoned property and may be subject to permitting by MPCA and conditional use permit through
the City.
Drop–off - potential for items left outside when “drop-offs” occur after hours.

Staff is seeking input from the Planning Commission on these two proposed uses and options to consider for various
amendments. Staff has provided these options as an attempt to approach potential users for this node under the
context of short term goals and uses as well as long term goals and ultimate permitted uses. If these uses are
considered unacceptable, then next steps could involve a broader strategic planning process to determine the
highest and best use for this property.

Action Options and Alternatives to Consider:



Alternative #1: Identify which proposed use is believed to be more appropriate for this commercial node and direct
Staff to proceed with developing applicable zoning amendments for consideration. This option creates an
opportunity re-invigorate this commercial node by allowing a new use into the area. This also provides both Staff
and the Planning Commission an opportunity to development any standards that are deemed needed to ensure the
health, safety and welfare of the community prior to either use being implemented.

Alternative #2: Determine that neither use is appropriate for this commercial node and direct Staff not to pursue any
zoning amendments.  This commercial node has struggled for a number of years now and if the Planning
Commission is not in favor of either these uses, it may wish to direct staff to explore a broader strategic planning
exercise to determine the highest and best use(s) for this property.

Funding Source:
Preparation of the discussion topic is being handled as part of regular Staff duties and the Professional Services
account of the Planning Division (Business Unit #191).

Staff Recommendation:
Provide direction to staff on proposed uses and if deemed acceptable, direction on preferred regulatory tool
to permit said use. In addition, the City's Economic Development Authority (EDA) has discussed this topic on a
number of occassions as recently as January, 2013. General feedback from the EDA included the following:

At their regular January meeting, the EDA discussed the commercial node located at 167thAve and Trunk Highway
47 (“Subject Node”) in relation to a number of inquiries that have recently been submitted to the City.
 
In summary, the EDA would like to provide the City Council with the following comments:
  

The long term success of the Subject Node is a priority for the EDA.  Taking a look at the Subject Node
from a long-term approach is very important.  The EDA is interested in any such effort supporting said
notion.  For example, a master planning and/or comprehensive planning effort; which would involve attaining
public input from surrounding neighborhoods and from property owners located within the Subject Node.
Rezoning and/or an overlay district (to expand the use of select properties within the Subject Node) will have
an effect on the remaining properties located within the Subject Node.  Specifically, the EDA does not want
to diminish the value and/or hinder the success of one property located in the Subject Node for the economic
gain of another.  The EDA recommends the City engage all property owners and surrounding neighborhoods
before approving any rezoning or zoning overlay district within the Subject Node.
The EDA understands the history of the Subject Node and it’s struggle to remain economically viable. 
Master Planning/Comprehensive Planning efforts take time and do not guarantee success and prosperity for
the Subject Node.  Getting users to occupy the Subject Node will drive increased traffic and improve
ascetics; and subsequently, support the overall success of the Subject Node in the short-term.  Therefore, the
EDA is in support of the City considering options that would allow prospect users to occupy the Subject
Node (which may require zoning code amendments, overlay district, CUP, etc.).  Any short-term uses
allowed in this area should not undermine the long-term vision for the area.
When considering prospect users coming before the City (gun range, daycare center and metal/clothing
recycling), the EDA has concerns regarding their compatibility.  The EDA recommends the City not approve
conflicting uses.  For example, a daycare center and a gun range.

Committee Action:
Based on discussion.
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5.02: For Discussion Only: Discuss Acceptable Land Uses at 167th Avenue Commercial 

Node and Provide Feedback on Potential Shooting Range and Recycling 

Warehouse/Transfer at 6001 167th Lane NW 

 

Presentation 
 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson explained over the past several years, the 

City has discussed various options to address permitted uses at the 167th Avenue/St. Francis 

Boulevard retail node.  The node currently experiences a high vacancy rate and concerns with 

property maintenance on some of the buildings have been expressed.  The property is zoned B-1 

General Business District, which is intended to provide a commercial area for goods and services 

for the surrounding neighborhoods and community on a smaller scale than the B-2 Business 

District. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated the intent of this evening’s 

discussion was to introduce two proposed uses, both of which likely will necessitate an amendment 

to the Zoning Code, for the property located at 6001 167th Avenue NW (former Supervalu site) 

and the type of regulatory tools that would be necessary if either were to proceed.  The proposed 

uses were: 

 

1. Shooting range/fitness center with classroom space and a retail component. 

2. Metal/clothing recycling center/warehouse with a small retail component. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the first proposal for the 

shooting range/fitness center with classroom space and a retail component in detail.  He noted the 

request was from an existing business in Ramsey called Total Defense.  He explained Total 

Defense is proposing to have a retail store, gunsmithing and provide self-defense training courses.  

In addition, Total Defense was proposing to have an indoor shooting range.  This was currently 

not a permitted use in the B-1 General Business District.  He indicated that Staff contacted Blaine 

and Robbinsdale to discuss their indoor shooting ranges.  The Robbinsdale range operates in a 

commercial district while the Blaine range is in an industrial district.  Neither has any known 

complaints associated with them.  Staff requested the Commission discuss the matter in further 

detail, determine the category for the suggested use and provide staff with direction on how to 

proceed. 

 

Commissioner Bauer commented there were not enough residential homes in the area to keep this 

commercial development flourishing.  He indicated a long-range plan should address the potential 

for more residential homes in the future. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated this commercial area was struggling at this time 

and the Commission needed to consider both the short-term and long-term goals for this area.   

 

Commissioner VanScoy questioned how the long-term goals of the area would be managed if this 

use were to proceed in the short-term.   

 



 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated an interim use could be approved 

to establish a timeline framework.  He indicated the applicants may not be willing to proceed given 

the expense that would be invested into the buildings. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill noted the short-term goals could be written into the long-

term vision for this area. 

 

Commissioner Bauer requested additional information from staff on the differences between a 

licensed use and conditional use permit. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson indicated a conditional use permit would 

allow the shooting range to be a permitted use with conditions addressing exterior concerns of the 

site.  The conditional use permit would be tied to the land and would require a public hearing.  A 

licensing procedure would be completed via staff, would be tied to the user and could be revoked 

if standards were not met within City Code.  A license would have to be received on an annual 

basis. 

 

Commissioner Bauer questioned if both a conditional use and license could be required. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson commented this would require a Zoning 

Code Amendment to add the need for a license and/or a conditional use permit for the suggested 

use. 

 

Chair Levine stated the current property was vacant and he wanted to see the site more viable.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated by expanding the allowed uses in this 

commercial area to match the market the site would be more viable.  However, this would have to 

be considered with the appropriateness of the area in the City of Ramsey. 

 

Commissioner Bauer stated an interim use permit for the shooting range would not benefit the 

applicant due to the financial investments they would have to make in the building.  He commented 

the applicant may not proceed if the City only gave them a five-year approval. 

 

Commissioner Schiller was in favor of allowing the range as a permitted use as it would draw 

people to the area.  He did not support the additional licensing procedure. 

 

Commissioner VanScoy suggested the proposed shooting range go through the conditional use 

permit process.   

Commissioner Field supported the sporting use and thought this use would become a magnet to 

draw users from the entire community to this commercial area.  He recommended the range 

proceed as a permitted use so long as Zoning Code requirements were met. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated parking and noise regulations 

would have to be addressed based on the size of the shooting range, training space and retail 

component size.   

 



 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill thanked the Commission for their input on this item and 

stated from the comments received thus far, it appears the shooting range could be considered at a 

future meeting as a permitted use.  

 

Commissioner Bauer was in favor of having the shooting range be licensed with the City as well.  

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented the licensing procedure would allow for the 

use to be tied to the business owner and not the property.   

 

Commissioner Schiller asked if Blaine or Robbinsdale required their shooting ranges to be 

licensed.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson indicated he did not believe either 

required a license, but the City of Blaine required a CUP. 

 

Commissioner VanScoy stated the safety and security of the proposed business would also have 

to be addressed.  He questioned who controlled these standards. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill recommended the applicant be allowed to speak to the 

Commission. 

 

Marty Fisher, Premier Commercial Properties, discussed the growth of the Total Defense business 

and noted they were currently leasing space at River Bend Plaza, which was located at the corner 

of Bunker Lake Boulevard and Highway 47.  He indicated the owners were now proposing to 

expand their business to the 167th Avenue Commercial Node. 

 

Dan Wellman, 2745 131st Avenue in Zimmerman, co-owner of Total Defense, thanked the 

Commission for their time this evening.  He stated over the past 18 months his business has grown 

significantly and he has outgrown the size of his current space.  For that reason, he has been looking 

for new space to allow for the expansion of his business to include a shooting range.  He explained 

the construction of the range would be quite unique, as it would have a double concrete wall to 

minimize and suppress the noise.   

 

Mr. Wellman reviewed the proposed floor plan for Total Defense in detail with the Commission.  

He indicated the proposed use, complete with gun range, archery range and self-defense classes 

would draw people to the site from the entire northwest metro area.  He reviewed the location and 

demographics of previous clientele. 

 

Commissioner Bauer requested comment on the language within the proposal regarding the “cool 

toys” sold by Total Defense. 

 

Curt Oaks, 6723 116th Circle in Champlin, co-owner of Total Defense, explained this would 

include holsters, sites, flashlights and other accessories.  He apologized for the poor choice of word 

and would make a change.  Mr. Oaks then discussed the building security given the proposed use. 

 



 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson indicated the police department would 

review this application further regarding security and safety prior to approval. 

 

Commissioner VanScoy asked if fire suppression would be necessary for the proposed use.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated that the Building Official and Fire 

Marshall did review the two proposed uses and based on the preliminary information received, it 

did not appear that it would be required for this use but that it may possibly be necessary for the 

second proposed use. 

 

Chair Levine asked if there were any additional comments or questions from the public in 

attendance. 

 

Art Collinbach, 15940 Sodium Street, stated he currently drove to the Metro Gun Club in Blaine 

and he welcomed the proposed use to the City of Ramsey.  He stated the range would draw a large 

number of people to Ramsey.  It was his opinion the proposed use would assist in keeping Ramsey 

a safe community given the level of training that would be provided. 

 

Russ Pawman, 17831 Vanadium Street, noted he was an avid outdoorsman and he was excited 

about the proposed use coming to the City of Ramsey.  He explained he was a member of a gun 

range outside of the City.  He thought the range would draw business into the City throughout the 

entire year. 

 

Mike Bjorn, 6250 178th Lane, noted he shot at different ranges and would be pleased to see the 

proposed establishment move into the commercial area. 

 

Chair Levine thanked the public for their comments this evening. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill indicated staff would work with the applicant to frame a 

permitted use with a public forum for citizen dialogue to take place at a future meeting. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson reviewed the second proposal, which is 

for a metal/clothing recycling center/warehouse with a small retail component.  He explained 

Triangle Recycling was an existing business operating in the City of Nowthen.  The business 

recycles clothing through a network of clothing collection boxes strategically placed throughout 

the state.  The applicant has expressed an interest in expanding the recycling program to accept 

electronics, small metals, mattresses and plastics, which would be implemented as Phase II of its 

operation.  This process may be subject to permitting by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

(MPCA) and possibly a conditional use permit through the City.   

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson indicated the proposed use most closely 

matches warehousing, which is an allowed use in both E-1 and E-2 Employment Districts, but is 

not allowed in the B-1 Business District.  The applicant, upon understanding the current zoning, 

did state a small retail portion could be added, however, this would not be the primary use.  In 

order for the use to be considered as proposed, either the B-1 Business District would have to be 



 

 

amended to allow warehousing, either as a permitted, conditional or interim use, or the site would 

need to be rezoned to either E-1 or E-2 Employment District. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson stated concerns at this time were if the 

use were compatible with the surrounding uses along with the amount of truck traffic and potential 

outside storage.  He requested the Commission discuss the matter in further detail and provide 

direction to staff. 

 

Chair Levine expressed concern with outside storage in this area. 

 

Bill Erhart, 4740 154th Lane, representative of Triangle Recycling, commented that the site had 

enough square footage to ensure that all storage would be conducted inside.  He stated the traffic 

flow to this site would be no more than the grocery store and the proposed use would benefit the 

residential neighborhood as a recycling facility.  He encouraged the Commission to consider the 

request to bring life back into this commercial area. 

 

Commissioner Schiller asked how much truck traffic was anticipated to be flowing in and out of 

this site. 

 

Jerry Bauer, 21226 Highway 47 in Zimmerman, indicated he had six box trucks, which would be 

leaving the site in the morning and returning in the evening.  He noted the site would also have 

one semi-truck visit per week.  This could increase over time as his business expands. 

 

Commissioner Field questioned how many drop-off boxes were associated with Triangle 

Recycling at this time.  

 

Mr. Bauer stated he had approximately 400 boxes throughout Minnesota that he was responsible 

for.  This number would be increasing by another 100 boxes in the near future.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill asked if any clothing containers would be stored outside. 

 

Mr. Bauer explained he currently had some containers stored outside prior to being relocated.  He 

stated this was very short-term until the units could be refurbished and replaced. 

 

Commissioner VanScoy inquired how electronics and metal materials would be handled at this 

site.  He asked if the box trucks would be stored onsite overnight. 

 

Mr. Bauer stated these items would be sorted and stored indoors and then be brought to 

Schwartzman’s.  He then discussed how he proposed to have the rear of the building to be fenced 

to house the box trucks. 

 

Commissioner VanScoy asked if the box trucks could be stored onsite overnight. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson indicated the storage of the trucks onsite 

could be seen as an accessory component.  He stated buffering may be required to allow for the 

outdoor storage adjacent to the residential neighborhood. 



 

 

 

Commissioner Bauer recommended the Commission consider this request carefully as he did not 

support a rezoning of this commercial property.  He stated this area would continue to develop in 

the future and would require additional commercial development. 

 

Associate Planner/Environmental Coordinator Anderson commented another option that could be 

considered would be to consider an overlay district.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill discussed that an overlay district would allow for the 

original zoning to remain in place and allow for an expansion of uses. 

 

Joe Hague, Community Pride Bank in Ham Lake and property owner, stated his goal would be to 

fill the building.  He indicated he had no retail opportunities for this area and he encouraged the 

Commission to increase the permitted uses for this area.  He was not in favor of a temporary fix 

as this could limit future tenants.   

 

Chair Levine supported the use of an overlay district for this property. 

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill explained staff could review the warehousing component 

as a conditional use for this site with an overlay district. 

 

Commissioner Field stated the applicant had a great business, however, this was the wrong 

location.  He wanted to see uses at this site that would attract traffic to the area. 

 

Commissioner Schiller agreed stating the existing building was becoming an eyesore and was in 

need of redevelopment.   

 

Development Services Manager Gladhill commented the EDA was aware this retail area was in 

need of revitalization.  

 

Mr. Erhart reiterated that the two proposals before the Commission this evening were mutually 

exclusive.  He added that a great deal of retail had been moved to The COR and the City may have 

to reevaluate the needs at this site.  

 

Chair Levine thanked the Commission, applicants and public for their input this evening. 
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