
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Public Works Committee
Tuesday June 18, 2013

6:00 pm
Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

 

           

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve May 21, 2013 meeting minutes.
 

5. Committee Business
 

1. Consider Stop Sign Request for 3-Way Stop at Tiger St and 171st Ave
 

2. Consider Improvements to Crosswalk at Armstrong Blvd and 161st Ave
 

3. Consideration of request to construct retaining wall in Drainage & Utility Easement
 

4. Review Condition of Dysprosium St Blvd and Future Maintenance Requirements
 

5. Review of updated costs for reconstructing Andrie Street
 

6. Consider Request for Use of Veterans Drive Right of Way Adjacent to 7700 Sunwood Drive for Outdoor
Dog Area; Case of Residence at The COR

 

6. Committee/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

  

  



   

Public Works Committee   4. 1.           
Meeting Date: 06/18/2013  

Submitted For: MaryJo Warner By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Approve May 21, 2013 meeting minutes.

Background:
The Public Works Committee held its regular meeting on May 21, 2013. 

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:

Funding Source:
n/a

Staff Recommendation:

Action:
Motion to approve Public Works Committee meeting minutes dated May 21, 2013.

Attachments
Minutes

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 06/13/2013 02:17 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 06/13/2013 03:03 PM

Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 06/13/2013 02:06 PM
Final Approval Date: 06/13/2013 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Randy Backous  
   Councilmember Mark Kuzma 

Councilmember Chris Riley 
 

Member Absent: Mayor Sarah Strommen (Alternate) 
 
Also Present:  Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 
   City Engineer Bruce Westby 
   Utilities Supervisor John Nelson  
   Human Resources Manager Colleen Lasher 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Backous called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 6:00 
p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
There was none. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Riley to approve the agenda, as 
presented.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmembers Kuzma and Riley.  Voting 
No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 
 
4.01: Approve April 16, 2013, Meeting Minutes  
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to approve the following 
minutes: 
 
 Regular Meeting Minutes dated April 16, 2013 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmembers Riley and Kuzma.  Voting 
No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 
 
5. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
5.01: Mail Box Damage at 16100 Dysprosium Street  
 
Bill Rome, 16100 Dysprosium Street NW, stated he knows the City owns three feet of the 
easement but with the way he stakes off his mailbox and brick planter, the plow operator should 
see it.  He stated they installed a brick planter box to improve the look of the neighborhood that 
was also damaged.  He stated in this case, he had plowed out the mailbox area and the plow 
operator still hit his mailbox and planter. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer reviewed the staff report and described the inadvertent 
plow damage to the turf and mailbox at 16100 Dysprosium Street.  It was noted the City’s 
current policy for mailbox replacement has two options.  The first option is for the City to 
replace the damaged mailbox with a 4’x4’ treated post and standard mailbox.  The second option 
is to issue a check to the property owner for $75 so they can make the repairs.  However, in this 
case the cost of the mailbox exceeds $75.  Public Works Superintendent Riemer explained the 
property owner selected this style of locked mailbox for aesthetic reasons and to address a 
security concern and prevent their mail from being tampered with.  He noted it has been the 
City’s policy that any private amenities placed in the right-of-way are the responsibility of the 
property owner to repair and maintain.  This policy is consistent with surrounding communities, 
as well as Anoka County and Mn/DOT.  Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated staff 
recommends following the City’s existing policy and issue a $75 reimbursement check to the 
property owner.  He stated he will personally meet with the property owner this fall to help stake 
the boulevard with City-supplied fiberglass stakes and the route driver for that area will attend a 
refresher course on snowplow operation.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if the planter is in the City’s right-of-way. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer answered in the affirmative. 
 
Chairperson Backous noted this mailbox cost more than $75. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if it is known what the cost would be to replace this type of 
mailbox. 
 
Mr. Rome presented Chairperson Backous with a receipt for $245. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated the $75 reimbursement is to cover a 4’x4’ post, 
mailbox, and installation. 
 
Chairperson Backous noted the City has 6,000 mailboxes and plows 174 miles of roads and 
things like this will happen.  He stated he knows this is a nice mailbox and this resident has a 
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beautiful yard and while he would like the City to cover reimbursement since the plow driver 
was responsible, in this case, the mailbox and planter are within the City’s right-of-way.   
 
Mr. Rome stated he used fiberglass stakes to assure they would remain in place. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated he does not want to establish an adverse precedence by going 
outside the City’s policy of reimbursing $75, noting the City has 6,000 mailboxes.  He stated 
there are issues impacting snow removal and that is why the City has a three-foot right-of-way. 
 
Mr. Rome stated that is why he plows out a windrow around his mailbox and Public Works 
Superintendent Riemer has told plow operators told to stay three feet away from his mailbox. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated it is clear Mr. Rome is very conscientious and has a high standard 
for his property and home and he would like to find a compromise without creating an adverse 
precedence. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if the mailbox could be repaired. 
 
Mr. Rome stated it cannot and he has already replaced the mailbox and footing because it was 
cracked.   
 
Chairperson Backous asked if, under these circumstances, an adverse precedence would be 
established if the City fixed this mailbox and redesigned it farther back. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated it is a flat mailbox so it is not possible to locate it 
farther back.  He noted this is not the only expensive mailbox in Ramsey. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated he would support replacing this mailbox one time only and if it 
happens again, it would be understood that the City would not cover the cost. 
 
Chairperson Backous asked if there are other ways to protect this mailbox. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated Mr. Rome stakes it and plows around it before the 
City’s snowplows arrive. 
 
Mr. Rome stated in 20 years, this is the first time the mailbox has been hit. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Chairperson Backous, to recommend that the 
City Council approve reimbursing Bill Rome in the amount of $245 to replace the mailbox 
inadvertently damaged by the City’s plow operator with the understanding this is a one-time 
exception and should the mailbox be damaged again, it would not be reimbursed.  In addition, 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer will meet with the property owner this fall to help stake the 
boulevard with City-supplied fiberglass stakes and the route driver for that area will attend a 
refresher course on snowplow operation. 
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Further discussion:  Councilmember Riley asked if this is a reasonable action, noting it is the 
first time it happened in 20 years and while it does not make the situation whole, he felt it was a 
reasonable compromise.  Chairperson Backous stated this is an unusual circumstance so a one-
time exception is being made and should it happen again, it has been made clear to Mr. Rome 
and staff that the City would not cover the cost. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmember Kuzma and Riley.  Voting 
No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 
 
5.02: Upgrades to City Well #4  
 
Utilities Supervisor Nelson reviewed the staff report relating to the construction of Municipal 
Well #4, need for updates, and two quotes to make those updates to this well.  He advised that 
Connexus Energy has a rebate for Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) installations and would pay 
$30/horsepower (HP).  Well #4 is rated at 150 HP so the rebate on this project, if approved, 
would be approximately $4,500.  If approved, the upgrade would be funded through the #9601 
Water Enterprise Fund.  Utilities Supervisor Nelson stated staff recommends awarding the quote 
from Total Control Systems, Inc. to make all the needed upgrades to this site to include all parts, 
labor, start up, and assistance with rebate application. 
 
Chairperson Backous asked if Well #4 will ever get up to a higher volume 
 
Utilities Supervisor Nelson stated he does not think so because the pumping chamber is not able 
to accommodate a higher capacity.  But, if the equipment is pulled, charges could be used to 
loosen the sand and open the chamber. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated it is pumping 850 gallons/minute now and asked if a certain number 
of gallons are needed. 
 
Utilities Supervisor Nelson stated there is no danger in running out of water, noting Well #3 has 
a soft start and runs at 1,600 gallons/minute so there is a lot of water. 
 
Councilmember Riley asked if the wells start and stop during the day. 
 
Utilities Supervisor Nelson explained how the water and sewer systems run on a computer 
SCADA system based on pressure within the system. 
 
Chairperson Backous reviewed the two quotes that were received and noted after the rebate it 
will be about $20,000.  He asked if guarantees are offered. 
 
Utilities Supervisor Nelson stated there may be a limited one-year guarantee.  He stated the Well 
#4 drive was installed in the 1990s and drives can last as long as a lightening strike, which is 
what takes out electronics.  He stated the payback will be three to five years and if more water 
can be pumped, it would generate more revenue for the City. 
 



Public Works Committee / May 21, 2013 
Page 5 of 9 

Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to recommend that the 
City Council award the project to Total Control Systems, Inc. to make all the needed upgrades to 
this site to include all parts, labor, start up, and assistance with rebate application. 
 
Further discussion:  Utilities Supervisor Nelson noted this will be a one-day project and since 
VHDs put off a lot of heat, an air conditioner will also be installed. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmembers Kuzma and Riley.  Voting 
No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 
 
5.03: Consider Policy for Allowing Fences to be Constructed in Drainage & Utility 

Easements with Infrastructure Conflicts 
 
City Engineer Westby reviewed the staff report, noting current City policy is to require 
landowners to install fences away from the property line in areas where a potential infrastructure 
conflict exists.  However, it is becoming apparent that an issue is developing in regard to 
maintenance.  City Engineer Westby displayed pictures of fences and 2-4 foot wide remnant 
strips of land that remains between rear fence lines.  He explained that this strip of land provides 
for ease of inspection and minor maintenance of City-owned storm sewer systems, but creates a 
blight situation as the property owners are likely unable to maintain the strip of property that is 
separated from the rest of their yards by a fence.  It was noted that in the Ramsey Town Center 
10th Addition, the situation is further complicated by the lack of side yard easements.  City 
Engineer Westby stated staff is supportive of a policy change provided that adequate measures 
remain in place to protect City infrastructure, to provide for future access to City infrastructure 
for maintenance purposes, and to ensure that property owners retain ownership of their properties 
without losing property rights due to adverse possession.  Staff recommends that property 
owners requesting to construct a fence on their rear property line be required to enter into an 
Encroachment Agreement with the City that stipulates the terms of the agreement.  City Engineer 
Westby read and explained each of the conditions within the Encroachment Agreement.  With 
regard to the concern of adverse possession, the City will allow construction of fences on private 
property lines but notify the property owner of potential ramifications between private property 
owners in regard to adverse possession.   
 
Chairperson Backous asked what precipitated this item coming forward to the Public Works 
Committee. 
 
City Engineer Westby stated there have been questions by property owners, one property owner 
was required to relocate their fence back, and with this most recent case, Councilmember Tossey 
had asked staff to address a solution. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated the issue of blight can be address via Code enforcement if the 
property owner is not mowing their grass.  However, the problem may occur when a chain link 
fence is against a privacy fence.  He noted that this policy would create blight where a property 
owner has to view a privacy fence that is not maintained.  He stated if there is a complaint about 
a fence on the property line, the City needs to enforce its ordinances and make the property 
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owner relocate the fence.  Chairperson Backous felt the answer was ordinance enforcement, not 
changing the policy.   
 
City Engineer Westby stated that is a very good point to raise and the only way around it is to 
stop your fence at the lot corners and not construct a new fence in front of the existing fence.  He 
stated staff addressed the issue of adverse possession after a certain number of years but found 
that to be a civil matter. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated there will also be fights over property line location and whether the 
fence is located on or close to the property line, and the City should not get involved.  He stated 
the two-foot buffer eliminates that concern and if the buffer is large enough to maintain, he does 
not think the City should get involved. 
 
City Engineer Westby stated if directed, staff can check with other cities to see what they are 
doing.  He stated perhaps a gate or some form of access should be required to the buffer area so a 
property owner cannot claim they cannot access the buffer area. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated he is disappointed that City staff spent any time on this matter and 
he would not support further research of other communities.  He stated the City needs to enforce 
its ordinances and handle it in that manner. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma agreed. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated he would like to see what is on the Committee’s agenda before it 
gets this far and staff has spent time investigating.  He felt the Public Works Committee should 
set its own agenda. 
 
Motion by Chairperson Backous, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to recommend that the 
City Council take no action to create a policy as this problem is being caused by ordinance 
violations. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmembers Riley and Kuzma.  Voting 
No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 
 
6. COMMITTEE / STAFF INPUT 
 
6.01: Update on Reconstruction Requests for Andrie Street 
 
City Engineer Westby reviewed the staff report, noting that in 2008, the City completed a 
feasibility study and prepared plans and specifications for the reconstruction of Andre Street; 
however, the project was never constructed due to the controversy over whether or not sidewalks 
should be constructed.  Public Works Superintendent Riemer advised that recently, there has 
been renewed interest on the part of area residents to reconstruct Andrie Street but likely not a 
new sidewalk.   He noted that Andrie Street is one of the worst in Ramsey in terms of pavement 
condition and should be the next street reconstructed after Garnet/168th.  City Engineer Westby 
presented the two alternatives detailed in the staff report and stated staff recommends updating 
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the estimated costs for reconstructing Andrie Street and constructing new sidewalk, and to 
prepare final costs and financing options for the street reconstruction effort.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated he was at the Northfork Homeowners Association meeting and 
found a strong contingent, probably a majority, who do not want a sidewalk because they do not 
want to do snowplowing, some are worried that if there are sidewalks on Andrie Street sidewalks 
will extend to the rest of Northfork. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated Andrie Street is an arterial roadway with many pedestrians. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated the City does have a Sidewalk Policy but it relates to 
new construction, not reconstruction. 
 
Chairperson Backous asked why sidewalks then came up since this is a reconstruction project. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated it would be a safety improvement to the area.  He 
stated staff receives many calls about the speed of traffic and safety of pedestrians so some 
residents think a sidewalk will help. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated it goes back to 2008 when former Councilmember McGlone had 
indicated the sidewalk could be paid from MSA funds.  However, that is no longer the case with 
MSA funds being available. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated sidewalks are then no longer a good idea if there is no funding. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated sidewalks could be constructed later as it would not 
impact the roadways but that would not be cost effective. 
 
Chairperson Backous noted there are asphalt trails in Northfork and asked why consideration is 
for a concrete sidewalk. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated it is felt that a ten-foot asphalt trail would not be 
palatable for this neighborhood. 
 
City Engineer Westby raised the option of having a wider road width to accommodate an on-
road bike facility instead of an off-road bike facility. 
 
Chairperson Backous noted Dysprosium has sidewalks but they were funded by MSA.  He 
referenced the three alternatives, noting that Andrie Street is in very poor condition and in need 
of reconstruction. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated it is clear that it is not a good idea to put in sidewalks along Andrie 
Street.  He stated support for the option of making Andrie Street several feet wider so an on-road 
bike lane can be striped.  He noted this would also take up less right-of-way area than a sidewalk. 
 
Chairperson Backous agreed it may be a good compromise. 
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Councilmember Riley pointed out there is no way to pay for this reconstruction and if there is no 
funding, he does not want to get too far ahead of the process. 
 
Chairperson Backous stated Garnet and Andrie Streets have to be reconstructed and the City will 
have to find funding for it. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if only one-half of the road would be reconstructed at a time. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated it would be in full reconstruct mode, under traffic, 
and access would be maintained. 
 
Chairperson Backous asked what is the most cost effective alternative. 
 
City Engineer Westby stated it would be Alternative 1, as updating the 2008 feasibility report 
costs is a minimal task.  He noted that addressing financing is a larger task.   
 
Motion by Chairperson Backous, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to recommend that the 
City Council approve Alternative 1, directing staff to update the 2008 Engineer’s estimate to 
reconstruct Andrie Street, to not include updating the sidewalk costs, but instead to determine 
costs for widening the street to accommodate an on-street bike trail with parking restricted to one 
side based on MSA standards. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Kuzma stated he thinks this is a good compromise that may 
be agreeable to residents.  Councilmember Riley stated if the issue is speeding, it involves 
enforcement and a sidewalk would not solve that issue. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Backous, Councilmembers Riley and Kuzma.  Voting 
No: None.  Absent:  Mayor Strommen. 
 
6.02: Update on Turf Restoration at 7046 166th Avenue (Mack and Shayle Dominquez) 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer reviewed the staff report and indicated that as directed by 
the Public Works Committee at its October 15, 2012, meeting, staff has worked with Shayle 
Dominquez, 7046 166th Avenue, to reach a suitable resolution to the restoration of their yard.  He 
stated by July 1, 2013, this project will be concluded. 
 
Councilmember Riley asked who did the original soil remediation. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated it was done by the original contractor but at that 
time, the City did not have a soil standard so the quality was lower and contained some rocks. 
 
Informational; no action required. 
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6.03: Alpine Park Crosswalk 
 
Chairperson Backous asked for an update on the crosswalk to Alpine Park. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated staff has not yet completed review of that item.   
 
6.04: Future Agenda Items 
 
Chairperson Backous explained that to conserve staff resources, it is policy that if two 
Councilmembers share concern on an issue, it is brought before the City Council at a Work 
Session and co-sponsored. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to adjourn the Public 
Works Committee meeting.  
 
Motion carried.   
 
The regular meeting of the Public Works Committee adjourned at 7:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Grant Riemer 
Public Works Superintendent 
 
Drafted by Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
 



   

Public Works Committee   5. 1.           
Meeting Date: 06/18/2013  

Submitted For: Grant Riemer By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Consider Stop Sign Request for 3-Way Stop at Tiger St and 171st Ave

Background:
The attached petition was received May 30 2013 from residents near the intersection of Tiger St and 171st Ave.
The purpose of the petition is to request a 3 way stop at the above intersection. There is already a stop sign at 171st
Ave where it intersects Tiger St., so technically we would be only adding stop signs to Tiger St.  Staff has reviewed
the intersection and offers the the following information as background in considering this request.
The City of Ramsey follows the guide lines for stop sign installations provided in the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD). Because the STOP sign causes a substantial inconvenience to motorists, it should only
be used when warranted.  The following are the recommended guidelines or warrants for the installtion of a
Multiway Stop Sign.

1. Where traffic signals are warranted and urgently needed, the mulitway stop in an interim measure that can be
installed quickly to control traffic while arrangements are being made for the signal installation.
2. An accident problem, as indicated by five or more reported accidents of a type susceptible of correction by a
multiway stop installation in a twelve month period.  Such accidents include right and left turn collisions as well
as right angle collisions.
3.Minimum traffic volumes
A) the total vehicular volume entering the intersection from all approaches must average 500 vehicles per hour for
any 8 hours of an average day, and
B) The combined vehicular and pedestrian volume from the minor street or highway must average at least 200 units
per hour for the same 8 hours, with an average  delay to minor street vehicular traffic of at least 30 seconds per
vehicle during the maximum hour.

Notification:
Notification has been sent to residents who's name appeared on the petition.

Observations/Alternatives:
Speed Limit
The posted speed limit on all three legs of the intersection is 30 mph
Accident History
According to Ramsey PD records there are no reported accidents since at least 2000 when their present software
system was installed, with the exception of a deer/vehicle collision on Tiger St.
Traffic data
Traffic counts were taken for two 24 hour periods, starting May 29th and ending May 31st. Traffic counts are taken
in this manner to determine a 24 hour average.

Street Leg Daily Traffic Peak Hour
Tiger St south leg 387/ 38
Tiger St north leg  330/ 33
171st Ave               72/7        
Intersection Avg   263/26

Sight Distance
There is an adequate sight distance on all three legs of the intersection.  (photos attached)

Funding Source:



Funding Source:
Traffic Engineering 
General Fund Budget
Cost Center 0260
Approximate cost-$800.00

Staff Recommendation:
Because of the low traffic volumes and above average sight distance at the intersection, staff recommendation is to
not install a 3-way stop sign at the intersection of Tiger St and 171st Ave at this time.

Action:
Motion to accept staff recommendation to not install a 3 way stop at Tiger St/171st Ave
Motion to reject staff recommendation and choose an alternative based on committee discussion

Attachments
171st ave looking North
171st Ave looking south
Tiger St looking south
Tiger St looking north
Tiger St 171st Petition
Tiger St 171st Ave area map

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 06/13/2013 02:55 PM
Form Started By: Grant Riemer Started On: 06/12/2013 

Final Approval Date: 06/13/2013 
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Submitted For: Grant Riemer By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Consider Improvements to Crosswalk at Armstrong Blvd and 161st Ave

Background:
In 2011 Anoka County installed, at the City of Ramsey's request, a pedestrian crosswalk at the intersection of
Armstrong Blvd and 161st Ave. The crosswalk is signed and marked appropriately to current standards.  Central
Park is located on the northeast corner of the intersection.  This park is home to organized sporting events and a
large playground and picnic area that is frequented by families from the surrounding neighborhoods.  The parking
lots are also used during Game Fair which draws close to 50,000 people over the two weekend event.  The city, with
the county's permission, extended our trail system through their ROW, which entailed extending a culvert and
connecting our trail system to the crosswalk.  This gave pedestrians a safer area to wait at when using the
crosswalk.  The west side of the crosswalk has no such area.  The crosswalk basically ends in the grass in the
county ROW.   

Notification:
N/A

Observations/Alternatives:
PW will contact Anoka County Highway and ask permission to extend the crosswalk on the west side and connect
it to 161st Ave.  Another point of concern is the lack of compliance by motorists.  It seems to be better during Game
Fair when there is a large number of people in the area, but on the average day most motorists drive through the
signs when 1-2 people are waiting.  The city added small warning signs to the crosswalk reminding pedestrians to
use caution when using the crosswalk.  Basically stating that even though you are in a marked crosswalk there is no
guarantee that the cars will stop to let you cross.  A resident in the area would like to see the city install flashing
lights to the crosswalk that could be activated by the pedestrians.  This would hopefully warn motorists that the
crosswalk was being actively used at this time.  The system that would work best in this situation would be  solar
powered signs coupled with an activation button located on the posts. These systems are effective than standard
crosswalk signage, but expensive running in excess of $3,00-5,000 per location.  It also has to be taken into
consideration that this is a county maintained crosswalk and would be their decision to invest in the lighting system
or not.

Funding Source:
Additional paving and culvert extension would be covered under General Fund Budget -Cost Center 0311
Possible signage improvements could be covered by Anoka County Highway or General Fund Budget Cost Center
0260 

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommendation is to work with  Anoka County to extend the pavement and culvert on the west side of
Armstrong Blvd to provide a paved surface for pedestrians to use.  Staff also recommends because of the low
volume usage of the crosswalk on an average day to leave the current crosswalk signage in place.

Action:
Motion to accept staff recommendation to work with  Anoka County to extend the pavement and culvert on the west



Motion to accept staff recommendation to work with  Anoka County to extend the pavement and culvert on the west
side of Armstrong Blvd to provide a paved surface for pedestrians to use. Staff also recommends because of the low
volume usage of the crosswalk on an average day to leave the current crosswalk signage in place.
or
Motion to reject staff recommendation and choose an alternative based on committee discussion

Attachments
Additional warning signage
West end of Crosswalk
East end of Crosswalk
Crosswalk signage
Advance crosswalk signage
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Public Works Committee   5. 3.           
Meeting Date: 06/18/2013  

Submitted For: Bruce Westby By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Consideration of request to construct retaining wall in Drainage & Utility Easement

Background:
The property owners at 15069 Helium Street NW are requesting that they be allowed to construct a modular block
retaining wall along their east side lot line within the public drainage and utility (D&U) easement. They believe
their side yard has been settling over time resulting in a steeper side slope that is getting more difficult to maintain
and reducing support for their home's foundation walls. The property owner therefore feels that the settling of their
side yard is putting their home in danger, and would therefore like to construct a retaining wall as quickly as
possible.

City staff met with the property owners on their property to review and discuss the issue.  As can be seen in the
attached pictures, the property owner had previously purchased and placed numerous retaining wall blocks on the
surface of the ground along the bottom of the side slope along their easterly lot line. Staff also observed that their
sod had never fully taken root and was therefore allowing water to run into the seams and between the
partially-dead sod mat and the underlying soil. Therefore, whenever it rains the soil gets wet and the sod mat simply
slides on top of the soil, resulting in a weak turf mat on the side slope. Based on this observation, staff believes this
issue could most easily be resolved by removing the dead and decaying sod and establishing new turf, either seed or
sod, and watering it adequately until it becomes firmly rooted.  The property owner did state that they plan to install
an underground irrigation system this summer so this would help in establishing new turf and keeping it healthy.

It should be noted that during staff's site visit it appeared that the portion of the east side yard next to the garage is
sloped at 3:1 or slightly steeper, making it difficult to maintain that portion of the yard.  Typically, the maximum
slope used to allow for safe maintenance of turf is 3:1 as slopes steeper than 3:1 can result in riding lawn mowers
tipping over when driven parallel to the side slope.

During the site visit staff explained that the city has an ordinance regulating allowable uses within public D&U
easements, and that this ordinance prohibits the construction of permanent structures such as retaining walls within
D&U easements. It was discussed that the construction of retaining walls can limit a neighbors use of their property
due to the corresponding alteration of drainage patterns, grades and elevations. It was also discussed that D&U
easements allow private properties to be served by utilities, both public and private, and that if a retaining wall is
constructed over an existing utility it can impact the ability to cost-effectively access or maintain that utility. And
conversely, if a new utility needs to be installed and a retaining wall exists in the easement area, the presence of a
retaining wall may increase costs for utility companies, which are then passed on to users of the utility.

At the end of the meeting on site, staff informed the property owners that city staff do not have the authority to
relax or waive the requirements of city ordinances.  However, staff informed them that their request could be
presented to the Public Works Committee at their June 18th meeting and that the property owners would be
welcome to attend to present their concerns and request. Then, based on the recommendations of the Public Works
Committee, this item may be reviewed by the City Council at their June 25th meeting.  Since that time, the property
owners have requested that a letter be provided to them stating the reason(s) why they are not being allowed to
construct a retaining wall in the D&U easement.

Notification:
Staff submitted an email to the property owners with the date, time and location of this meeting and invited them to
attend to address the committee in person with their concerns.

Observations/Alternatives:



The primary issue on the property appears to be the fact that much of the sod initially installed in the yard has died
so the roots of the sod never fully took hold.  Staff therefore believes that the best solution would be for the property
owners to establish new turf on their property, instead of constructing a retaining wall.

Funding Source:
No funds are anticipated to be expended in relation to this item.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the property owners request be denied for reasons stated herein.

Action:
The Public Works Committee is asked to deny the request of the property owners of 15069 Helium Street to
construct a retaining wall within the D&U easement for reasons stated herein.

Attachments
15069 Helium Ret Wall Pix
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Public Works Committee   5. 4.           
Meeting Date: 06/18/2013  

Submitted For: Grant Riemer By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Review Condition of Dysprosium St Blvd and Future Maintenance Requirements

Background:
The reconstruction of Dysprosium St ( Project # 09-25) started on 7/18/2011 and was completed
11/11/2011. County Line Excavating was awarded the bid to construct.The project consisted of narrowing the
roadway, installing concrete curb and gutter, concrete sidewalks on both sides, concrete driveway aprons, planting
of 120 blvd trees, street lighting and placing 6" of topsoil and sod on areas disturbed during construction.  A total of
71 property owners were assessed with the average assessment being approximately $1500.00.  This figure includes
properties owned by Anoka County and the City of Ramsey as well.  The city engineer signed the Certificate of
Substantial Completion on 11/11/11 (attached), which also starts the one year warranty period.

Notification:
Staff will mail out notice to the affected parties that this item will be on the PW committee agenda for 6/18/2013

Observations/Alternatives:
Construction updates were posted for this project on the city website weekly during the construction period.  The
updates for 10/21/2011 and 10/28/2011 report that sod was installed during those weeks. The project field engineers
at this time both assure me that the contractor fulfilled his obligation for turf establishment as stated in the contract. 
The turf was still healthy in the spring of 2012, but started to decline as the summer worn on and the lack of rain
and hot weather became the norm.  If it is the desire of the PW committee and ultimately the full council to
re-establish turf in the blvd. area several methods could be used.  Black dirt and seed, hydro seeding or sod are all
acceptable methods.  On this particular project staff would recommend the use of sod, as this is the least labor
intensive of the methods to establish.  The original estimate for sod in the contract was for 3876 sq. yards.  Parts of
the blvd are well established so the amount would be considerable less that the original amount.  Current price is
$1.35/sq.yd plus delivery costs which vary depending on amount.  Participation by the residents in this project is
curcial. If the property owners are reluctant to water the sod there is not much hope for its survival. 

Funding Source:
General fund

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommendation is to replace turf as necessary between the curb and sidewalk, but only if some agreement
can be reached with residents that they will maintain it once its been established.

Action:
Motion to accept staff recommendation to replace turf as necessary between the curb and sidewalk, but only if some
agreement can be reached with residents that they will maintain it once its been established.
or
Motion to reject staff recommendation and choose an alternative based on committee discussion

Attachments
Cert. of Subst. completion
Construction update 10 21
Construction update 10 28



Dysprosium St 11 11
Dysprosium st 6 13
Dysprosium St 6 13 13
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City of Ramsey 2011 Road Construction 

Project:  Dysprosium Street Reconstruction 

Project ID: City Improvement project #09-25, State Aid Project 199-110-006 

Construction Description:  The City of Ramsey will be reconstructing Dysprosium Street NW, between 

Bunker Lake Boulevard and Nowthen Boulevard, beginning in the summer of 2011.  This roadway has been in 

poor condition for a number of years.  Uncertainty regarding its status as a collector or arterial street has been the primary 

reason for postponing costly work on this segment.  In addition, it was desired to include improvements that would 

change the character of this residential neighborhood, and enhance safety and walk-ability within the Flintwood 

Hills neighborhood.  The proposed improvements include narrowing the pavement and restricting parking on 

the east side of the street, reconstructing the entire pavement section including concrete curb & gutter, adding 

six foot wide sidewalks on both sides of the street, adding chokers at prescribed locations for traffic calming 

and narrower pedestrian crossings, improved drainage with the addition of storm sewer and catch basins, the 

replacement of older undersized watermain, and the installing of street lighting and boulevard trees. 

 

Start Date:   July 18, 2011 

End Date:   October 14, 2011 

How traffic is affected: The existing roadways will be open to traffic at all times throughout the project 

duration, but with all construction projects delays should be anticipated.  We will do our best to ensure the 

project is completed as expeditiously as possible, and delays are limited to the extent possible.  If there are any 

unavoidable interruptions to access at a particular location, those specific individuals will be contacted directly. 

Project benefits:  Revised neighborhood character to a more residential setting; including reduced pavement 

width for traffic calming, improved pedestrian connections, and boulevard lighting and trees.  Utility 

improvements are also being incorporated for improved drainage, and better water distribution through the area. 

Construction Update (10/21/11):  This week saw the installation of the boulevard improvements; 

including trees, sod, and final touches on the street lighting.  Due to limited availability of one species of tree, a 

revision was made and the remaining trees will be planted next week.  Early next week the contractor will be 

raising the public utilities in the streets (gate valves and manholes), and performing spot concrete replacements.  

The end of next week will see the installation of the final lift of asphalt and roadway striping, which could spill 

into the following week depending on concrete curing time and weather.  The project will then be 100% 

complete.  There are still private utility lines (phone and cable) lying on the ground in some locations and I have 

contacted those providers with this update, requesting that they complete their outstanding work on this job 

ASAP.  We appreciate your continued understanding that this remains a work zone for approximately one more 

week, and request you allow a little extra travel time through the area.  We also thank you for your patience 

through the inconveniences of this construction project.  Unless something drastic occurs that warrants an 

additional update this will be the final post on the City website regarding this project, but feel free to contact the 

City Engineer if you have any questions or concerns. 

Contact:   Tim Himmer, City Engineer (763) 433-9893 or e-mail thimmer@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

  Contractor emergency contact number – Travis (320) 980-1551 



City of Ramsey 2011 Road Construction 

Project:  Dysprosium Street Reconstruction 

Project ID: City Improvement project #09-25, State Aid Project 199-110-006 

Construction Description:  The City of Ramsey will be reconstructing Dysprosium Street NW, between 

Bunker Lake Boulevard and Nowthen Boulevard, beginning in the summer of 2011.  This roadway has been in 

poor condition for a number of years.  Uncertainty regarding its status as a collector or arterial street has been the primary 

reason for postponing costly work on this segment.  In addition, it was desired to include improvements that would 

change the character of this residential neighborhood, and enhance safety and walk-ability within the Flintwood 

Hills neighborhood.  The proposed improvements include narrowing the pavement and restricting parking on 

the east side of the street, reconstructing the entire pavement section including concrete curb & gutter, adding 

six foot wide sidewalks on both sides of the street, adding chokers at prescribed locations for traffic calming 

and narrower pedestrian crossings, improved drainage with the addition of storm sewer and catch basins, the 

replacement of older undersized watermain, and the installing of street lighting and boulevard trees. 

 

Start Date:   July 18, 2011 

End Date:   October 14, 2011 

How traffic is affected: The existing roadways will be open to traffic at all times throughout the project 

duration, but with all construction projects delays should be anticipated.  We will do our best to ensure the 

project is completed as expeditiously as possible, and delays are limited to the extent possible.  If there are any 

unavoidable interruptions to access at a particular location, those specific individuals will be contacted directly. 

Project benefits:  Revised neighborhood character to a more residential setting; including reduced pavement 

width for traffic calming, improved pedestrian connections, and boulevard lighting and trees.  Utility 

improvements are also being incorporated for improved drainage, and better water distribution through the area. 

Construction Update (10/28/11):  This week saw the installation of the remaining boulevard 

improvements; including trees, and sod.  The contractor is responsible to water these items for 30 days, after 

which time they become the property owner’s responsibility to maintain.  The public utilities in the street (gate 

valves and manholes) have been raised, and spot concrete replacements completed.  No parking signs have been 

placed along Dysprosium because the contractor will be sweeping the roadway on Sunday, in anticipation of 

installing the final lift of asphalt on Monday.  Outstanding irrigation repairs will also be corrected the beginning 

of next week, and roadway striping is scheduled for the middle of the week.  There may still be private utility 

lines (phone and cable) lying on the ground in some locations and I have contacted those providers to inquire 

about their schedule to address.  I want to thank you for your patience and understanding through the 

inconveniences of this construction project.  As always, feel free to contact the City Engineer if you have any 

questions or concerns. 

Contact:   Tim Himmer, City Engineer (763) 433-9893 or e-mail thimmer@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

  Contractor emergency contact number – Travis (320) 980-1551 









   

Public Works Committee   5. 5.           
Meeting Date: 06/18/2013  

By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public
Works

Title:
Review of updated costs for reconstructing Andrie Street

Background:
Andrie Street's pavement is in very poor condition and should be reconstructed in the near future. Based on current
pavement ratings this street should be next in line to be reconstructed following Garnet Street and 168th Avenue.

In 2008, the city completed a Feasibility Study, prepared plans and specifications, and advertised for bids for the
reconstruction of Andrie Street and 164th Lane. This included an alternate bid for constructing sidewalks as part of
the project. The engineer's estimate to reconstruct the streets using concrete curb and gutter, bituminous pavement,
and storm sewer was $1,270,000 and the low bid came in at roughly $900,000. The engineer's estimate for adding
sidewalks was $300,000 and the low bid came in at $220,000. Ultimately, this project was never constructed due in
large part to the controversy that arose over whether sidewalks should be constructed with the project, as well as
some project funding questions. A copy of the 2008 Feasibility Study is attached for reference.

Recently, staff was made aware of a renewed interest on the part of numerous area residents to reconstruct Andrie
Street and 164th Lane. However, as in 2008 there appears to be little interest in constructing sidewalks with the
project. On May 21st the Public Works Committee directed staff to update the estimated costs for reconstructing the
streets as proposed in 2008, but without any sidewalks. In addition, the committee directed staff to include
estimated costs for widening the pavement to accommodate on-road bicycle lanes for use by pedestrians and
bicyclists.

Since plans and specifications were completed for this project in 2008 this project could be moved forward quickly
should the Public Works Committee and the City Council so desire, unless assessments are to be used to fund part
of the improvements, in which case the corresponding public process per state statute 429 would need to be
followed.

No petition has been received requesting improvements since the original petitions were received in May of 2008.

Notification:
No notifications were provided to area residents as related to this item.

Observations/Alternatives:
Per Public Works Committee direction, staff updated the 2008 engineer’s estimate to reflect today’s estimated costs
to reconstruct Andrie Street and 146th Lane, both as proposed in 2008 with a 32 foot wide road with 4 to 6 inches of
aggregate base and 3½ inches of bituminous pavement with concrete curb and gutter and storm sewer, as well as to
widen the pavement to accommodate on-road bicycle lanes which requires a 38 foot wide road.  As with the 32 foot
wide design, this option would also utilize curb and gutter and storm sewer, as well as the same pavement structure.

It is important to note that both Andrie Street and 164th Lane are part of our Municipal State-Aid Street (MSAS)
system so Mn/DOT state-aid standards must be followed. Minnesota rule 8820.9941 was therefore followed to
determine the minimum design width for an on-road bicycle facility for urban reconstruction projects. This width is
listed as 5 to 6 feet. Given the fact that large commercial vehicles have been seen using the streets to bypass the
weight scales on Highway 10, staff is proposing to use a 6 foot bike lane.

The following criteria apply to Andrie Street/164th Lane:
• Functional class = collector



• Functional class = collector
• Traffic volumes = < 2,000 ADT (450 to 1,250 ADT in 2009)
• Design speed = 30 mph
• Parking = one side only (opposite on-road bike lane)

The 2013 estimated costs to reconstruct Andrie Street and 164th Lane using the design originally proposed in 2008,
excluding concrete sidewalks, is $1,620,000.  For comparison purposes, the estimated cost in 2008 was $1,270,00. 
These costs do not include indirect costs for engineering, administration, financing and legal costs, which typically
add about another 20% to the project costs.

The 2013 estimated costs to reconstruct Andrie Street and 164th Lane adding a 5 foot wide on-road bicycle lane is
$1,740,000.  Again, these costs do not include indirect costs for engineering, administration, financing and legal
costs, which typically add about another 20% to the project costs.

The difference in estimated 2013 costs between the original design and the design utilizing an on-road bicycle lane
is roughly $120,000 based on preliminary estimates.

Alternatives-

Alternative #1 - Provide a recommendation to Council directing staff to update the 2008 Feasibility Report based
on the original 2008 street reconstruction design (excludes sidewalks). This option should be chosen if the Public
Works Committee feels the project should not include sidewalks or other pedestrian facilities.

Alternative #2 - Provide a recommendation to Council directing staff to revise the 2008 Feasibility Report to reflect
the inclusion of on-road bicycle lanes, in place of sidewalks. This option should be chosen if the Public Works
Committee feels the project should not include sidewalks but should include an on-road bicycle lane as an alternate
pedestrian facility.

Alternative #3 – Motion of other, or do nothing.

Funding Source:
At this time there are not sufficient funds in the MSA account to fund any of the improvements. As such, funding
would need to be provided using special assessments, bonds, adoption of a franchise fee, or a combination thereof.
In other words, the City should consider the long-term comprehensive street reconstruction funding program prior
to ordering this project. However, if alternative #1 or #2 is chosen, no funds would need to be committed at this
time and staff would have additional time to complete the long-term street reconstruction funding program as
required to address the funding shortage for these improvements while completing revisions to the Feasibility Study.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving alternative #1 or #2.

Action:
Approve alternative #1, #2 or #3.
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Public Works Committee   5. 6.           
Meeting Date: 06/18/2013  

By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Title:
Consider Request for Use of Veterans Drive Right of Way Adjacent to 7700 Sunwood Drive for Outdoor Dog
Area; Case of Residence at The COR

Background:
The City has received a request from Residence at The COR, a 230-unit apartment complex located at 7700
Sunwood Drive NW, for use of the right of way/boulevard area on the south side of Veterans Drive as a location
for pet owners' use. This proposed space would be an area for tenants with pets for a sanitary area for pet waste, but
would not be a dog park area. Pet owners would be required to immediately remove their pets' waste.

Residence at The COR would be responsible for constructing and maintaining the area. This would not be an
improvement for which the City would accept any maintenance obligation. The Applicant has submitted a sketch
drawing of the proposed improvements. The improvements would include landscape improvements (trees and
shrubs), sidewalk, mulch, and pea gravel. The area would not be used as an off-leash park. This type of
arrangement, whether it be public space or rights of way, is common in more urban settings (provided that adequate
safety measures are in place).

Staff's main concern would be safety along the railroad tracks. With that in mind, Staff would recommend that this
not be an off-leash area, nor be considered an off-leash dog park.

In the interim, the Residence at The COR requests utilization of the future Municipal Plaza area (north side of
Sunwood Drive) for pet owners' use until the proposed long-term solution is completed. According to Residence at
The COR staff, it has experienced multiple inquiries regarding areas for pets.

If the Public Works Committee so desired, a Maintenance Agreement could be recorded on the Residence at The
COR parcel, documenting specific maintenance obligations and process for City removal as necessary for
maintenance, repair, or other improvements or in the even of non-maintenance on the part of Residence at The COR.

Alternative #1 - Approve the request as presented. Staff finds this solution acceptable. Maintenance responsibilities
would be that of the Residence at The COR. If proper maintenance is not peformed, the City could remove the area.

Alternative #2 - Approve the request on the north side of Sunwood Drive (Municipal Plaza). At this time, it is not
recommended to consider this alternative, as the design and future construction of this area is undetermined and
would be impacted by future construction.

Alternative #3 - Deny the request. With this scenario, tenants would need to utilize other public land pursuant to
current law, or the private areas on site, such as the center courtyard. There is limited green space for this type of
use in other areas of the site.

Notification:
No notification is required at this time.

Observations/Alternatives:

Funding Source:
All costs associated with processing the request are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Staff Recommendation:



Staff has no objection to the proposed use, subject to securing the necessary right of way permit and the Applicant's
understanding of removal/disturbance as necessary for routine/required maintenance within the right of way. Staff
recommends a Use and Maintenance Agreement also be forwarded to the full City Council for consideration.  The
City needs to reserve the right to vacate this use at any time for any reason.

Action:
Motion to recommend that the City Council approve the use of the pet area on the south side of Veterans Drive for
Residence at The COR residents, subject to the owner making improvements, executing a Use and Maintenance
Agreement, as well as securing the necessary right of way permit.
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