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GalaDinnerFundraiser ThisisthebiggesteventoftheChamberyear
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Raffles Sponsorship
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AllianceLegislativeUpdate
January8 2013

2013LegislativeSessionConvenes
The2013LegislativeSessionhasofficiallybeguntoday
withtheswearing inofmembers Theregularsession

thneedstoconcludeonMay20
thBetweennowandMay20 theTransportationAlliancewillbeworkingtobuildastrongcoalitionto

advocateforincreased investmentsintransportationaspartoftheoverallagendaofimprovingthe
stateseconomy creatingjobsandimprovingthequalityoflifeforMinnesotans

Legislativeleadershavemadeitclearthatbalancingthegeneralfundbudgetisthetoppriority The
statefacesa 1billiondeficitforthecomingbienniumandlegislativeleadersandthegovernorare
lookingtodealwiththelongtermstructuraldeficitinthebudget

Taxreformisanotherpriorityoftheadministrationandweexpecttoseeataxreformproposalthat
involvesbroadeningthebaseforchargingstatesalestaxandpossiblyloweringsometaxrates

ndGovernorDaytonwillbereleasinghisbudgetonJanuary22 Itsnotclearwhatthebudgetwill look
likefortransportationbeyondtheusualappropriationsfromtheHighwayUserTaxDistributionFund
Therecommendationsofthe TransportationFinanceAdvisoryCommittee TFAC havenotbeen
whollyembracedbytheadministration Therecontinuestobedebateamonglegislativeleadersabout
whetherornotthelegislaturewillpassacapitalbondingbillthisyearorwaituntilnextsession

TheTransportationAlliancewillbeworkingitsmemberorganizationstopresentaunitedfrontatthe
capitolthissession OurTransportationAlliance2013LegislativeAgendacallsforastrong
transportationfundingpackagethatinvolvesrevenueincreases bondingrequests localoptionfees
thatcouldbeleviedatthediscretionoflocalgovernments andtaxreformproposals

TransportationAllianceHostsWorkshopforLegislators
TheMinnesotaTransportationAlliancehostedaTransportationWorkshopyesterdayforlegislatorsto
learnmoreaboutMinnesotastransportationsystemandhowitisfunded Wehad28legislatorsfrom
bothpartiesandbothbodiesattendtheeventwhichfeaturedpresentationsfromtheAlliance
AssociationofMinnesotaCounties AMC LeagueofMinnesotaCities LMC AssociatedGeneral
ContractorsofMinnesota AGC AmericanCouncilofEngineeringCompaniesofMinnesota ACEC
theCountiesTransitImprovementBoard CTIB theMinnesotaPublicTransitAssociation MPTA
theInternationalUnionofOperatingEngineers Local49 andtheLaborersDistrictCouncilof
MinnesotaandNorthDakota
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ThoseinattendanceincludedtheChairsofthe3TransportationCommitteesandmanyofthe
membersofthosecommittees

TransportationDay
at

TheCapitol
February7 2013
KellyInn St Paul
930amto300pm

REGISTER
TODAY wwwtransportationalliancecom

HearfromtheNew
TransportationCommitteeChairs

CharlieZelleNewMnDOTCommissioner Invited

GovernorDayton Invited

VisitwithcolleaguesfromallsectorsofTransportationandallpartsofthestate

NewLegislatorsMeetwithyour

UpdatesonTransportationFunding NewLegislation

NewTransportationCommitteeMembership
ThemembershiplistsforthenewTransportationCommitteeshavebeenpublished TheSenatehas
onecommittee TransportationandPublicSafetyDivision adivisionofthefullFinance
Committee TheChairoftheCommitteeisSenatorScottDibble DFLMinneapolis alongtime
championfortransportationwhohasbeeninvolvedintheeffortstodedicatethemotorvehiclesales
taxtotransportationandthepassageofChapter152 thecomprehensivetransportationfunding
packagepassedin2008 ThefullcommitteelistisavailableontheSenatewebsite

IntheHouse therearetwocommittees TransportationFinanceandTransportationPolicy The
TransportationFinanceCommitteeischairedbyRepresentativeFrankHornstein DFLMinneapolis
anotherstrongallyfortransportationfundingovertheyearswhoworkedcloselywithusontheveto
overridein2008 TheTransportationPolicyCommitteeischairedbyRepresentativeRonErhardt
DFLEdina whoisbackinthelegislatureaspartoftheDFLcaucusafterafouryearhiatus Rep

Erhardtwastheleaderindevelopingthelegislationthatledtotheconstitutionalamendment
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dedicatingthemotorvehiclesalestaxtotransportationandworkedtobuildsupportamong
Republicansforthevetooverridein2008

AnnualReportonMajorHighwayProjectsReleased
MnDOThasissuedthelatestAnnualReportonMajorHighwayProjects Thisyearsreportcovers
moreprojectsandcombinesthereportonexpendituresfromthetrunkhighwayfund The
TransportationAllianceworkedwiththeMinnesotaChamberonlegislationthatexpandedthescope
ofthisreporttoprovidemoreinformationonthestatusofprojectsaswellashowthebidprice
comparedtothe engineers estimate

Thelegislationcallsforfuturereportstoincludemoredetailedinformationontheuseoftrunk
highwayfundswithineachMnDOTdistrictandauditinformationondatasystems Thesereports
provideimportantinformationtothelegislatureontheuseofresourcesandthedelaysthatcanoccur
withfundingshortfalls

NewT ICommitteeChairSpellsOutPrioritiesfor2013
USRep BillShuster thenewChairoftheHouseTransportationandInfrastructureCommitteelaid
outhisprioritiesfortheyearinanarticleinRollCall

ShusterstoppriorityisreauthorizationoftheWaterResourcesDevelopmentAct WRDA alongwith
thereauthorizationoffederalpassengerandfreightrailsafetyprogramswhichexpirein2013

Henotesthatthecommitteewillpursueanaggressiveoversightagenda Hestates

OversightoftherecentlyenactedMAP21willbecritical toensureitsmajorreforms includingthestreamliningof
thebureaucraticapprovalprocessfortransportationprojects areimplementedinaccordancewithcongressional
intent Ensuring wemoveforwardwithimportantaviationmodernizationreformsisalsoessential toreduceairtraffic
delays cutdownonemissionsandpollution andlowercostsforconsumers Wewillalso focusonholdingfederal
agenciesaccountabletoensurecommon senseregulationsand torestore regulatorybalance toprovidethe
certaintynecessarytocreatejobs
Finally preparingforthereauthorizationofsurfacetransportationprograms whichexpireonSept 30 2014 willbe
apriorityofthecommittee Keytothateffortwillbepayingfortheinvestmentsresponsibly WiththeHighwayTrust
Fundfacingitsownversionofafiscalcliffinthecomingyears wemustfindawaytopayfortransportation
improvementswithoutborrowingfromourchildren Wecannotborrowourwaytoabetterfuture

TransportationAlliance
Washington DC FlyIn

June46 2013
Federaltransportationfundsarecritical weneedtoensureuninterruptedfundingforMinnesota

JoinyourcolleaguesandhearfromtheMinnesotaCongressionaldelegationincludingitsnewest
member Rep RickNolanwhowasrecentlyappointedtotheHouseT ICommittee
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MargaretDonahoe WatchWhatTheAllianceCanDo
ExecutiveDirector ForYou
TheMNTransportationAlliance ClickHeretoWatchourNew3
margaret@transportationalliancecom minuteVideo
wwwtransportationalliancecom
525ParkStSte240
St Paul MN55103 2106
651 6590804
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