
Bruce Jacobson 

Landscape Architect  

 

I have been in private practice for over 30 years. I have extensive planning and design 

experience ranging from urban parks, public spaces and private gardens to master 

planning for campuses, neighborhoods and mixed-use developments. My background is 

broad-based, grounded in the realities of policy, process and budget, and I continue to 

pursue design creativity and technical innovation as crucial benchmarks to address the 

‘grand challenges’ of our time (climate change, equity, health and other issues).  

 

I have successfully completed projects in a number of urban centers across the country 

including the Twin Cities, Denver and the Baltimore/Washington metro area. An 

inclusive and collaborative approach, including active public participation, is an essential 

part of the design process and has become a signature for my work. With overlapping 

interests in teaching, research and professional practice, I have also served as Adjunct 

Professor and Research Fellow, currently holding the position of Senior Research Fellow 

with the Metropolitan Design Center – University of Minnesota College of Design. 

 

Education 

Iowa State University   Bachelor of Science – Landscape Architecture 

Graduated 1980 

 

Registration  

Licensed Landscape Architect  Minnesota 

 

Current Affiliations 

American Society of Landscape Architects 

Urban Land Institute 

 

Employment History 

Bruce Jacobson – Landscape Architect LLC 

Independent Consultant  January 2015 – present 

 

Cuningham Group Architecture Director of Landscape Architecture 

Minneapolis, Minnesota  2011 – 2015  

 

CLOSE Landscape Architecture+ Owner – Principal  

Minneapolis, Minnesota   1995 – 2011 

 

Jacobson Wallace Associates  Founding Owner – Principal 

Frederick, Maryland  1988 – 1995 

 

Dames and Moore Director of Planning and Landscape Architecture 

Denver, Colorado  1985 – 1988 

 

 



Academics 
University of Minnesota Adjunct Professor – BDA Program 

Department of Architecture (multiple semesters) 

 

University of Minnesota Guest Lecturer and Studio Critic 

Department of Landscape Architecture 

  

University of Minnesota Studio Critic 

Architecture / Urban Design Studio 

 

Iowa State University  Teaching Assistant 

Department of Landscape Architecture 

 

University of Maryland  Guest Lecturer and Studio Critic 

     Department of Landscape Architecture 

 

George Washington University Instructor 

Landscape Design Short Course 

 

Urban Land Institute UrbanPlan Program Facilitator 

(urban design learning tool through local high 

school curriculum) 

 

AIA Conference   Lecturer and Panelist 

     ‘Community Building in the First Ring’ 

 

Prepared Presentations  Gary Hightshoe (Professor at ISU) 

(for others)    Traveling Exhibit and Lecture Series 

     ‘The Natural Forest Communities of Iowa . . .  

     a Resource in Trouble’ 

 

Landscape Contractors – Green Conference 

     ‘Inside the L.A. Studio . . . from concept 

     to construction’ 

 

     CALA Lecture Series 

     ‘Human Settlement: Lessons Learned’ 

 

 

Mentoring 

Big Brothers of America Matched while in Denver, Colorado 

 Matched while in Frederick, Maryland 

 

ULI Mentoring Program Past Participant 

 

ASLA-MN Mentoring Program Past Participant 



 

 

 

Community  

Co-Chair for West Side Bluff Task Force 

This neighborhood-based initiative was organized to help protect natural and cultural 

resources along the Mississippi River bluff at the edge of the West Side Neighborhood. 

As a West Side resident, I helped organize and facilitate numerous meetings with Task 

Force members and other project partners including the West Side Community 

Organization, Saint Paul Parks and Recreation, and Great River Greening. Several years 

of involvement and input from over 100 participants led to publication, adoption and 

implementation of the West Side Bluff Management Action Plan in 2003. 

 

Community Planting Events (various locations) 

Sponsored by Great River Greening 

 

Arbor Day in the Midtown Greenway Planting Events (various locations) 

Sponsored by Hennepin County, the Tree Trust and other Partners 

 

 

 

Representative Project List 

Carroll Creek Park and the Community Bridge. Frederick, Maryland 

Lake Street / Midtown Greenway Corridor Framework. Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Saint Paul on the Mississippi Framework Plan. Saint Paul. Minnesota 

Dakota County Park System Plan & Related Park Projects. Dakota Count. Minnesota 

Como Park Campus ‘Idea’ and Master Plan. Saint Paul. Minnesota 

Cambridge Community College Master Plan . Cambridge . Minnesota 

Lake Street Improvements Plan . Minneapolis . Minnesota 

University of Minnesota Master Plan (1996 and 2009) 

Mississippi River Gorge Master Plan . Minneapolis . Minnesota 

Fort Snelling Site Improvements . Saint Paul . Minnesota 

White Bear Lake Marina Triangle Master Plan . White Bear Lake . Minnesota 

Upper Landing Urban Village Master Plan . Saint Paul . Minnesota 

East Lake Street Neighborhood Master Plan . Minneapolis . Minnesota 

Near Northside Neighborhood Master Plan . Minneapolis . Minnesota 

Elliot Park Neighborhood Master Plan . Minneapolis . Minnesota 

Arbor Lakes Development Framework . Maple Grove . Minnesota 

Ramsey Town Center Master Plan . Ramsey . Minnesota 

Lake Elmo Village Area Master Plan . Lake Elmo . Minnesota 

West Side Bluff Management Action Plan . Saint Paul . Minnesota 

Upper Landing Park Master Plan . Saint Paul . Minnesota 

Schaar’s Bluff Master Plan . Dakota County . Minnesota 

Schaar’s Bluff Cultural Gathering Center . Dakota County . Minnesota 

Chestnut Plaza Concept Master Plan . Saint Paul . Minnesota 

Ford Plant Redevelopment Study . Saint Paul . Minnesota 



Target Corporation North Campus Master Plan . Brooklyn Park . Minnesota 

Newport Urban Design Study . Newport . Minnesota 

Bell Museum of Natural History . University of Minnesota 

Parks at Harmony Master Plan . Carver . Minnesota 

Gateway at Maple Plaine Redevelopment Strategy . Maple Plaine . Minnesota 

Lebanon Hills Visitor Center Master Plan . Dakota County . Minnesota 

Mississippi River Corridor Design Guidelines . Saint Paul . Minnesota 

 

Awards (select list) 

MASLA - Award of Excellence Minneapolis Near Northside Master Plan 

MASLA - Honor Lake Street Midtown Greenway Framework 

MASLA - Merit Ramsey Town Center Master Plan 

MASLA - Merit The Bell Museum of Natural History (U of M) 

MASLA - Merit Lake Elmo Village Area Master Plan 

MASLA - Merit Schaar’s Bluff Cultural Gathering Center 

National Preservation Award Midtown Exchange 

Minneapolis Preservation Award Midtown Exchange 

American Planning Association St. Paul North Quadrant Urban Village 

AIA Minnesota - Honor Ramsey Town Center Master Plan 

AIA National - Honor  Ramsey Town Center Master Plan (Excellence in 

Urban Design) 

American Planning Association Saint Paul on the Mississippi Framework 

(Distinguished Planning Project Award) 

Waterfront Center  Saint Paul on the Mississippi Framework  

(Top Honor Award) 

 


