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Sec. 117-111. - R-1 Residential District.  

 (g) General R-1 residential performance standards.  

(1) Fences.  

a. Height. Fencing or walls (except retaining walls) located in the required front yard setback 
shall not exceed four feet in height except for "ornamental fences" as defined in section 117-
1. Fencing or walls located in the side or rear yard shall not exceed eight feet in height. A 
zoning permit is required for all fences that are not addressed by the Minnesota State 
Building Code.  

b. Materials and construction. Fences shall be constructed in a workmanlike manner and of 
substantial material reasonably suited for its intended purpose. Fencing material shall 
consist only of wood, chain link, wrought iron, maintenance free vinyl, aluminum, or steel. 
Any other material must be approved by the zoning administrator prior to installation.  

1. No boards, planks, or panels shall be larger than 12 inches in width.  

2. Link fences shall be constructed such that no barbed ends shall be at the top.  

(i) Agricultural uses.  

A. Fences may be constructed of barbless wire or have the capability to carry an 
electric charge to accommodate agricultural activities and the raising of 
livestock and animals as defined by chapter 10, Animals. Lots of record as of 
July 1, 2002, within the MUSA that are currently used for agricultural activities 
or the raising of livestock and animals also qualify under this provision.  

B. Electric fences must be set back a minimum of three feet from property lines 
and must be posted as being electric.  

C. A sketch drawing shall be submitted to the city showing the proposed location 
of an electric fence.  

3. Fence framing must face inward on the fence owner's lot.  

c. Location. Fencing must be located 100 percent on the fence owner's lot and it is the 
responsibility of the fence owner to accurately locate property boundaries.  

1. For corner lots, no fence shall be located within the vision clearance triangle as 
described in section 117-348.  

2. The zoning administrator may require the owner of the property upon which a fence will 
be constructed to establish the boundary lines of the property by a survey thereof to be 
made by any registered land surveyor.  

(2) Garbage receptacle storage. Outdoor garbage receptacles serving multifamily units must be in 
either the rear or side yard and must be screened from public view and adjacent lots.  

(3) Lot landscaping.  

a. Number of plantings. The minimum number of overstory trees on any given lot shall be as 
required below:  

Required planting types  Required number of plantings  

Overstory deciduous/coniferous trees  2 trees per dwelling unit  
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b. Minimum size of plantings. Required trees shall be of the following minimum planting size:  

Planting Type  Size  

Deciduous trees  1-inch diameter as measured six inches above ground  

Coniferous trees  5 feet in height  

  

c. Planting types. Acceptable plantings shall be determined by the city planting schedule. The 
compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall not be less than 25 percent 
deciduous and not less than 25 percent coniferous.  

(4) Irrigation.  If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the 
following: 

a. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 

sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

b. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, WasterSense 

labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or evapotranspiration 

(ET) sensors. 

(5) Lighting. Lighting used to illuminate an off-street parking area, sign or structure, shall be arranged 
to deflect light away from adjacent residential districts or public streets. Bulbs emitting in excess 
of 3,000 lumens (150 watts) shall be directed so that the bulb is not visible from off the property 
where the light source is located.  

(56) Exterior building materials. The type of building materials used on exterior walls on all structures 
in the R-1 Residential District shall be face brick, natural stone, stucco, aluminum, steel, or vinyl 
siding, wood, masonite products or other compatible residential materials that may be approved 
by the city.  
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Sec. 117-112. - R-2 Residential District.  

 (e) General R-2 residential performance standards.  

 (6) Lot landscaping.  

a. Minimum landscaping requirements. All open space areas of a lot which are not used or 
improved for required parking areas, drives or storage shall be landscaped with a 
combination of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, decorative 
walks, or other similar site design materials in a quantity and placement suitable for the lot. 
A reasonable attempt should be made to preserve as many existing trees as practicable in 
order to incorporate the trees into the development.  

b. Minimum planting requirements. The minimum number of plantings required shall be 
determined based on crown or canopy cover. To fulfill the planting requirements, a 
combination of trees and shrubs shall meet or exceed the minimum required canopy cover 
square footage. The minimum canopy cover shall be calculated as follows:  

1. Determine ratio of impervious area to entire site area.  

2. Multiply the impervious area/site area ratio by the square footage of the pervious area 
to calculate the required canopy cover square footage for the project area.  

3. The following formula shall be utilized to determine the average canopy cover of a 
species:  

[(Minimum + Maximum Spread) ÷ 4] 2 × π × (0.65 for preferred species or 0.50 for 
acceptable species, as identified in the Ramsey Tree Book).  

c. Minimum size of plantings. Required trees shall be of the following minimum planting size:  

Planting Type  Size  

Deciduous trees  1-inch diameter as measured six inches above ground  

Coniferous trees  5 feet in height  

Deciduous shrubs  2 feet in height  

Evergreen shrubs  2 feet in height or 2 feet in width, whichever applies  

Ornamental trees  1-inch diameter as measured six inches above ground  

  

d. Planting types. Acceptable and preferred plantings shall be identified in the Ramsey Tree 
Book. The compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall not be less than 
25 percent deciduous and not less than 25 percent coniferous. No more than 25 percent of 
the canopy cover requirements shall be fulfilled with the use of shrubs and ornamental trees.  

e. Irrigation. If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the 

following: 
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1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 

sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 

WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 

evapotranspiration (ET) sensors. 

All landscaped areas shall include underground irrigation systems. Exceptions to this requirement 
include natural areas that are left undisturbed.  

f. Open space. Each townhouse development shall have at a minimum, 40 percent open space 
for the enjoyment of its residents that may be held as private lots or in common areas. 
Qualifying areas include grassed lawns, landscape areas, gardens, natural areas, landscape 
rock, mulch, wetlands, and ponding areas. Of the 40 percent open space, ten percent is to 
be dedicated as an identifiable common area for use by residents of the development.  
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Sec. 117-113. - R-3 Residential District.  

 (e) General R-3 residential performance standards.  

 (5) Lot landscaping.  

a. Minimum landscaping requirements. All open space areas of a lot which are not used or 
improved for required parking areas, drives or storage shall be landscaped with a 
combination of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, decorative 
walks, or other similar site design materials in a quantity and placement suitable for the lot. 
A reasonable attempt should be made to preserve as many existing trees as practicable in 
order to incorporate the trees into the development.  

b. Minimum planting requirements. The minimum number of plantings required shall be 
determined based on crown or canopy cover. To fulfill the planting requirements, a 
combination of trees and shrubs shall meet or exceed the minimum required canopy cover 
square footage. The minimum canopy cover shall be calculated as follows:  

1. Determine ratio of impervious area to entire site area.  

2. Multiply the impervious area/site area ratio by the square footage of the pervious area 
to calculate the required canopy cover square footage for the project area.  

3. The following formula shall be utilized to determine the average canopy cover of a 
species:  

[(Minimum + Maximum Spread) ÷ 4] 2 × π × (0.65 for preferred species or 0.50 for 
acceptable species, as identified in the Ramsey Tree Book).  

c. Minimum size of plantings. Required trees shall be of the following minimum planting size:  

 Size  

Deciduous trees  1-inch diameter as measured six inches above ground  

Coniferous trees  5 feet in height  

Deciduous shrubs  2 feet in height  

Evergreen shrubs  2 feet in height or 2 feet in width, whichever applies  

Ornamental trees  1-inch diameter as measured six inches above ground  

  

d. Planting types. Acceptable and preferred plantings shall be identified in the Ramsey Tree 
Book. The compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall not be less than 
25 percent deciduous and not less than 25 percent coniferous. No more than 25 percent of 
the canopy cover requirement shall be fulfilled with the use of shrubs and ornamental trees.  

e. e. Irrigation.  If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with 

the following: 
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1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 

sufficient moisture (rain sensor).  

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 

WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 

evapotranspiration (ET) sensors. 

Irrigation. All landscaped areas shall include underground irrigation systems. Exceptions to this 
requirement include natural areas that are left undisturbed.  

f. Open space. Each townhouse development shall have at a minimum, 40 percent open space 
for the enjoyment of its residents that may be held as private lots or in common areas. 
Qualifying areas include grassed lawns, landscape areas, gardens, natural areas, landscape 
rock, mulch, wetlands, and ponding areas. Of the 40 percent open space, ten percent is to 
be dedicated as an identifiable common area for use by residents of the development.  
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Sec. 117-114. - B-1 General Business District.  

 (e) Standards. (Also refer to article II, division 6 of this chapter for general performance standards.)  

 (14) Landscaping and buffering.  

a. Site landscaping.  

1. Minimum landscaping requirements. All open space areas of a lot which are not used 
or improved for required parking areas, drives or storage shall be landscaped with a 
combination of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, 
decorative walks, or other similar site design materials in a quantity and placement 
suitable for the site. A reasonable attempt should be made to preserve as many existing 
trees as is practicable and to incorporate them into the development. For each existing 
significant tree retained one overstory tree can be deducted from the minimum 
requirements.  

2. Number of plantings. The minimum number of overstory trees on any given site shall 
be as indicated below. These are minimum requirements that are typically 
supplemented with other understory trees, shrubs, flowers and ground covers deemed 
appropriate for a complete quality landscape treatment of a site.  

 Business Districts  

Deciduous/coniferous 

trees  

1 per 50 lineal feet of site perimeter, or 1 tree per 1,000 square feet of 

building footprint, whichever is greater. For expansions to buildings, 1 

additional tree is required for each 1,000 square feet of additional building 

footprint area.  

Shrubs  
1 per 30 feet of site perimeter or 1 per 300 square feet of building footprint 

area, whichever is greater.  

  

3. Minimum size of plantings. Landscaping material shall be of the following minimum 
planting size:  

Landscape Material  Size  

Deciduous trees  2.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  

Coniferous trees  6 feet in height  

Deciduous shrubs  2 feet in height  

Evergreen shrubs  2 feet in height or 2 feet in width, whichever applies  

Ornamental trees  1.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  
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4. Planting types.  

(i) Acceptable plantings shall be determined by the City of Ramsey Tree Book.  

(ii) The compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall be not less 
than 25 percent deciduous and lot less than 25 percent coniferous. No more than 
25 percent of the required plantings shall consist of ornamental trees.  

(iii) For every 35 feet of public road frontage, one overstory tree shall be planted on 
the private property adjacent to the public road right-of-way.  

b. Topsoil. All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 
excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with four inches of topsoil, 
as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348.  

c. Sodding and ground cover. All areas not otherwise improved in accordance with approved 
site plans shall be finished with sod up to the edge of improved streets. Any alternative to 
the sod requirement shall require city council approval.  

d. Irrigation.  If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the 

following: 

1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 

sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 

WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 

evapotranspiration (ET) sensors.  

Irrigation.  

1. All landscaping areas required under this section shall include underground irrigation 
systems.  

2. Exceptions include natural areas that are left undisturbed.  
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Sec. 117-115. - B-2 Highway Business District.  

 (e) Standards. (Also refer to article II, division 6 of this chapter for general performance standards).  

 (16) Landscaping and buffering.  

a. Site landscaping.  

1. Minimum landscaping requirements. All open space areas of a lot which are not used 
or improved for required parking areas, drives or storage shall be landscaped with a 
combination of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, 
decorative walks, or other similar site design materials in a quantity and placement 
suitable for the site. A reasonable attempt should be made to preserve as many existing 
trees as is practicable and to incorporate them into the development. For each existing 
significant tree retained one overstory tree can be deducted from the minimum 
requirements.  

2. Number of plantings. The minimum number of overstory trees on any given site shall 
be as indicated below. These are minimum requirements that are typically 
supplemented with other understory trees, shrubs, flowers and ground covers deemed 
appropriate for a complete quality landscape treatment of a site.  

 Business Districts  

Deciduous/coniferous 

trees  

1 per 50 lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 tree per 1,000 square feet of 

building footprint area, whichever is greater. For expansions to buildings, 1 

additional tree is required for each 1,000 square feet of additional building 

area.  

Shrubs  
1 per lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 per 300 square feet of building 

footprint area, whichever is greater.  

  

3. Minimum size of plantings. Landscaping material shall be of the following minimum 
planting size:  

Landscape Material  Size  

Deciduous trees  2.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  

Coniferous trees  6 feet in height  

Deciduous shrubs  2 feet in height  

Evergreen shrubs  2 feet in height or 2 feet in width, whichever applies  

Ornamental trees  1.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  
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4. Planting Types.  

(i) Acceptable plantings shall be determined by the City of Ramsey Tree Book.  

(ii) The compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall be not less 
than 25 percent deciduous and not less than 25 percent coniferous. No more than 
25 percent of the required plantings shall consist of ornamental trees.  

(iii) For every 35 feet of public road frontage, one overstory tree shall be planted on 
the private property adjacent to the public road right-of-way.  

b. Topsoil. All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 
excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with four inches of topsoil, 
as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348.  

c. Sodding and ground cover. All areas not otherwise improved in accordance with approved 
site plans shall be finished with sod up to the edge of improved streets. Any alternative to 
the sod requirement shall require city council approval.  

d. Irrigation.  If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the 
following: 

1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 
sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 
WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 
evapotranspiration (ET) sensors. 

Irrigation.  

1. All landscaping areas required under this section shall include underground irrigation 
systems.  

2. Exceptions include natural areas that are left undisturbed.  
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Sec. 117-116. - E-2 Employment District.  

 (e) Standards. (Also refer to article II, division 6 of this chapter for general performance standards).  

 (3) Landscaping and buffering.  

a. Site landscaping.  

1. Minimum landscaping requirements. All open space areas of a lot which are not used 
or improved for required parking areas, drives or storage shall be landscaped with a 
combination of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, 
decorative walks, or other similar site design materials in a quantity and placement 
suitable for the site. A reasonable attempt should be made to preserve as many existing 
trees as is practicable and to incorporate them into the development. For each existing 
significant tree retained one overstory tree can be deducted from the minimum 
requirements.  

2. Number of plantings. The minimum number of overstory trees on any given site shall 
be as indicated below. These are minimum requirements that are typically 
supplemented with other understory trees, shrubs, flowers and ground covers deemed 
appropriate for a complete quality landscape treatment of a site.  

Type  Number of Plantings  

Deciduous/coniferous 

trees  

1 per 50 lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 tree per 1,000 square feet of 

building footprint area, whichever is greater. For expansions to buildings, 1 

tree is required for each 1,000 square feet of additional building footprint 

area.  

Shrubs  
1 per 30 lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 per 300 square feet of building 

footprint area, whichever is greater.  

  

3. Minimum size of plantings. Landscaping material shall be of the following minimum 
planting size:  

Type  Size  

Deciduous trees  2.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  

Coniferous trees  6 feet in height  

Deciduous shrubs  2 feet in height  

Evergreen shrubs  2 feet in height or 2 feet in width, whichever applies  

Ornamental trees  1.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  
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4. Planting types.  

(i) Acceptable plantings shall be determined by the City of Ramsey Tree Book.  

(ii) The compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall be not less 
than 25 percent deciduous and lot less than 25 percent coniferous. No more than 
25 percent of the required plantings shall consist of ornamental trees.  

(iii) For every 35 feet of public road frontage, one overstory tree shall be planted on 
the private property adjacent to the public road right-of-way.  

b. Topsoil. All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 
excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with four inches of topsoil, 
as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348.  

c. Sodding and ground cover. All areas not otherwise improved in accordance with approved 
site plans shall be finished with sod up to the edge of improved streets. Any alternative to 
the sod requirement shall require city council approval.  

d. Irrigation.  If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the 
following: 

1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 
sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 
WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 
evapotranspiration (ET) sensors. 

Irrigation.  

1. All landscaping areas required under this section shall include underground irrigation 
systems.  

2. Exceptions include natural areas that are left undisturbed.   
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Sec. 117-117. - E-1 Employment District.  

 (e) Standards. (Also refer to article II, division 6 of this chapter for general performance standards)  

 (3) Landscaping and buffering.  

a. Site landscaping.  

1. Minimum landscaping requirements. All open space areas of a lot which are not used 
or improved for required parking areas, drives or storage shall be landscaped with a 
combination of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, 
decorative walks, or other similar site design materials in a quantity and placement 
suitable for the site. A reasonable attempt should be made to preserve as many existing 
trees as is practicable and to incorporate them into the development. For each existing 
significant tree retained one overstory tree can be deducted from the minimum 
requirements.  

2. Number of plantings. The minimum number of overstory trees on any given site shall 
be as indicated below. These are minimum requirements that are typically 
supplemented with other understory trees, shrubs, flowers and ground covers deemed 
appropriate for a complete quality landscape treatment of a site.  

Type  Number of Plantings  

Deciduous/coniferous 

trees  

1 per 50 lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 tree per 1,000 square feet of 

building footprint area, whichever is greater. For expansions to buildings, 1 

tree is required for each 1,000 square feet of additional building footprint 

area.  

Shrubs  
1 per 30 lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 per 300 square feet of building 

footprint area, whichever is greater.  

  

3. Minimum size of plantings. Landscaping material shall be of the following minimum 
planting size:  

Type  Size  

Deciduous trees  2.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  

Coniferous trees  6 feet in height  

Deciduous shrubs  2 feet in height  

Evergreen shrubs  2 feet in height or 2 feet in width, whichever applies  

Ornamental trees  1.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  
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4. Planting types.  

(i) Acceptable plantings shall be determined by the City of Ramsey Tree Book.  

(ii) The compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall not be less 
than 25 percent deciduous and lot less than 25 percent coniferous. No more than 
25 percent of the required plantings shall consist of ornamental trees.  

(iii) For every 35 feet of public road frontage, one overstory tree shall be planted on 
the private property adjacent to the public road right-of-way.  

b. Topsoil. All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 
excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with four inches of topsoil, 
as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348.  

c. Sodding and ground cover. All areas not otherwise improved in accordance with approved 
site plans shall be finished with sod up to the edge of improved streets. Any alternative to 
the sod requirement shall require city council approval.  

d. Irrigation.  If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the 
following: 

1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 
sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 
WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 
evapotranspiration (ET) sensors. 

Irrigation.  

1. All landscaping areas required under this section shall include underground irrigation 
systems.  

2. Exceptions include natural areas that are left undisturbed.  
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Sec. 117-120. - H-1 Highway 10 Business District.  

 (e) Standards. (Also refer to article II, division 6 of this chapter for general performance standards.)  

 (14) Landscaping and buffering.  

a. Site landscaping.  

1. Minimum landscaping requirements. All open space areas of a lot which are not used 
or improved for required parking areas, drives or display areas shall be landscaped with 
a combination of overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover, 
decorative walks, or other similar site design materials in a quantity and placement 
suitable for the site. A reasonable attempt should be made to preserve as many existing 
trees as is practicable and to incorporate them into the development. For each existing 
significant tree retained one overstory tree can be deducted from the minimum 
requirements.  

2. Number of plantings. The minimum number of overstory trees on any given site shall 
be as indicated below. These are minimum requirements that are typically 
supplemented with other understory trees, shrubs, flowers and ground covers deemed 
appropriate for a complete quality landscape treatment of a site.  

 Business Districts  

Deciduous/coniferous 

trees  

1 per 50 lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 tree per 1,000 square feet of 

building footprint area, whichever is greater. For expansions to buildings, 1 

additional tree is required for each 1,000 square feet of additional building 

footprint area.  

Shrubs  
1 per 30 lineal feet of site perimeter or 1 per 300 square feet of building 

footprint area, whichever is greater.  

  

3. Minimum size of plantings. Landscaping material shall be of the following minimum 
planting size:  

Landscape Material  Size  

Deciduous trees  2.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  

Coniferous trees  6 feet in height  

Deciduous shrubs  2 feet in height  

Evergreen shrubs  2 feet in height or 2 feet in width, whichever applies  

Ornamental trees  1.5 inches diameter as measured three feet above ground  



 

  Page 2 

  

4. Planting types:  

(i) Acceptable plantings shall be determined by the City of Ramsey Tree Book.  

(ii) The compliment of trees fulfilling the landscaping requirements shall be not less 
than 25 percent deciduous and lot less than 25 percent coniferous. No more than 
25 percent of the required plantings shall consist of ornamental trees.  

(iii) For every 35 feet of public road frontage, one overstory tree shall be planted on 
the private property, adjacent to the public road right-of-way.  

b. Topsoil. All exposed ground areas of a site not occupied by building, parking or storage, 
excluding natural areas that are left undisturbed, shall be covered with four inches of topsoil, 
as defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348.  

c. Sodding and ground cover. All areas not otherwise improved in accordance with approved 
site plans shall be finished with sod up to the edge of improved streets. Any alternative to 
the sod requirement shall require city council approval.  

d. Irrigation.  If a landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the 
following: 

1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 
sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 
WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 
evapotranspiration (ET) sensors. 

Irrigation.  

1. All landscaping areas required under this section shall include underground irrigation 
systems.  

2. Exceptions include natural areas that are left undisturbed.  
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Sec. 117-121. - B-3 Business District.  

 (g) Standards.  

 (2) Performance standards.  

a. Building design. Building massing shall be varied throughout the development site and 
should include building components such as columns, articulated rooflines and facades, 
specialized window and door treatments, and unique architectural details. A common 
architectural theme shall be employed throughout the development site, with an emphasis 
on integration of color, style, and materials between buildings.  

b. Building materials. All exterior wall surfaces shall be brick, glass, stone, stucco, or pre-cast 
concrete units whose surface has been integrally treated with an applied decorative material, 
texture, or color. Other exterior materials may be used as approved by the planning 
commission and city council. Exterior materials shall not include smooth-faced concrete 
block, steel panels, fiberglass or vinyl siding. The use of metal for architectural accents may 
be permitted. A color palette for all materials shall be included in the site plan submittal.  

1. At least 50 percent of the front facade and street-facing facades must be comprised of 
brick.  

2. Windows must be utilized extensively on the front facade of all buildings to allow visual 
access into the store. Windows are also required on all facades with street frontage. 
For buildings where this is not feasible, additional architectural details and/or 
landscaping will be required.  

c. Building orientation. Buildings should be oriented to face public streets where possible. 
When this is not possible, additional landscaping and/or improved building design will be 
required to improve street-facing facades. Multiple buildings are permitted on one lot, if 
approved as part of the master plan.  

d. Street system. The street system internal to the development site is an essential element of 
the master plan. The new system must connect to existing city streets.  

e. Pedestrian circulation/sidewalks/trails. A comprehensive pedestrian network is required in 
the overall master plan for this zoning district. While this zoning district is intended to 
accommodate larger-scale retail uses, safe pedestrian access is required throughout the 
zoning district and between the district and adjacent neighborhoods. Sidewalks are required 
on both sides of all streets within the zoning district. Crosswalks are required where all 
sidewalks meet the street and shall be indicated with paver bricks or integrally-treated 
pavement rather than paint.  

f. Landscaping. The master plan shall include a landscape plan for the entire development 
site. Landscaping shall be integrated throughout the site and shall include a combination of 
overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers (planting beds and raised planters), 
ground cover, and other landscaping elements. The required number of plantings will be site 
specific and will be determined largely by the total pervious area of a site. Landscaping 
should be used to soften and shade parking areas, line sidewalks and streets, accent 
building entrances, and break up large building facades. Plant selection should focus on 
functionality and take into account characteristics such as tolerance of soil compaction, poor 
drainage, and deicing salts. All landscaping shall be over at least four inches of topsoil, as 
defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348. If a 
landscape irrigation system is provided, the system shall be equipped with the following: 

1. Technology that inhibits or interrupts operation of the irrigation system during periods of 
sufficient moisture (rain sensor).   

2. One or more water efficient technologies.  This could include, but is not limited to, 
WasterSense labeled weather-based irrigation controllers, soil moisture sensors, and/or 
evapotranspiration (ET) sensors. 
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Landscaping. The master plan shall include a landscape plan for the entire development site. 
Landscaping shall be integrated throughout the site and shall include a combination of 
overstory trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers (planting beds and raised planters), 
ground cover, and other landscaping elements. The required number of plantings will be site 
specific and will be determined largely by the total pervious area of a site. Landscaping 
should be used to soften and shade parking areas, line sidewalks and streets, accent 
building entrances, and break up large building facades. Plant selection should focus on 
functionality and take into account characteristics such as tolerance of soil compaction, poor 
drainage, and deicing salts. All landscaping shall be over at least four inches of topsoil, as 
defined in section 117-1, or an approved alternative as referenced in section 117-348, and 
all landscaped areas shall include underground irrigation systems.  

g. Stormwater. The master plan shall include a stormwater plan for the entire development site. 
In addition to traditional stormwater management methods, low impact development (LID) 
strategies are encouraged throughout the development site, particularly in parking areas. 
Such methods might include special soil systems, pervious pavements, storm ceptors, 
underground storage, and bio-retention strips and cells (rain gardens).  

h. Parking areas. A parking plan shall be included as part of the master site plan submittal. 
Parking lots, stalls, and drive accesses shall be designed to accommodate a variety of 
vehicle sizes and turning movements.  

i. Building service areas (loading docks, trash storage and removal). Such areas shall be 
internal to the building wherever possible and in all cases constructed of the same exterior 
materials and screened from adjacent lots, public streets, and building entrances.  

j. Mechanical equipment. All mechanical equipment associated with buildings must be 
completely screened from view, whether located on the roof or ground level.  

k. Outdoor storage. All storage, including open storage, storage in containers, trailers, or similar 
enclosures, is prohibited, except as permitted under subsection (f) of this section.  

l. Lighting. A lighting plan shall be included as part of the master plan submittal. Lighting must 
be used to illuminate off-street parking areas, signs, structures, and pedestrian walkways. 
The scale of lighting fixtures must be appropriate to the scale of what is proposed to be 
lighted. Fixtures must be arranged so that the bulb is not visible from outside the area 
proposed to be lighted by that fixture.  

m. Signs. A sign plan shall be included as part of the master plan submittal. No temporary signs 
are permitted anywhere in the zoning district.  

(Code 1978, § 9.20.28; Ord. No. 06-29, 8-8-2006; Ord. No. 07-04, 2-13-2007; Ord. No. 09-06, § 

2(9.20.28), 4-28-2009; Ord. No. 10-04, § 2, 4-13-2010; Ord. No. 11-09, § 2, 6-28-2011)  
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