City of Ramsey
Agenda
Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee
Monday, July 10, 2017
6:00 pm
Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

1. Call to Order
2. Committee Business

1. Review First Drafts of Comprehensive Plan Update
3. Adjournment

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services



Comp Plan Steering Committee 2. 1.
Meeting Date:  07/10/2017
By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Review First Drafts of Comprehensive Plan Update

Purpose/Background:

The purpose of this case is to review first drafts of the Framework Chapter, Community Background Chapter, and
Land Use Chapter at their July Meeting. The Comprehensive Plan Update will also have a presence at the July 13
Draw Summer Event Series.

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:

The following workshops were held.

o February 27

e April 1 [Spring Business Expo]

e April 10

e June 12
With Phase 2 of the update, the Steering Committee will begin to forward draft Chapters for review. The intent is to
have drafts available for public review. In October, the Steering Committee plans to hold three community-wide
workshops in locations throughout the community to collaborate further on the draft.

Also included in the packet is a sample graphic design for the plan document itself.

Note, future meetings will focus on other system plans such as Transportation, Economic Development,
Parks/Recreation, and Natural Resources.

Funding Source:

Recommendation:

Action:
Provide direction/suggestions for improvement on first drafts of Comprehensive Plan Update.

Attachments

Key Themes

Land Use Goals
Future Land Use Map
Framework Chapter

Community Profile
Land Use Chapter
Sample Document Design

Form Review



Inbox Reviewed By Date

Tim Gladhill (Originator) Tim Gladhill 07/07/2017 01:15 PM

Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 07/07/2017 01:13 PM
Final Approval Date: 07/07/2017



Ramsey2040: Key Themes

7550 Sunwood Drive NW o Ramsey, MN 55303

City Hall: 763.427.1410 e Fax: 763.427.5543

www.cityoframsey.com

2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

STEERING COMMITTEE WORKSHOP ONE
Monday, February 27, 2017

TOPIC IDENTIFICATION

Interested in the future of Ramsey

Rural Character

Community Center/Youth Athletics
Highways and Roads

Parks (dog park, small neighborhood parks)
Schools

Natural Resources/Climate Resilience

The COR

Housing issues

Destinations

Forward Thinking

Is this a plan for Agenda21?

Goals in the 2020 Comprehensive Plan never materialized
Rum River Hills Golf Course Redevelopment
Our parcel shrunk without our permission
Civic engagement

Shops and retail

National Self Storage compatibility

Harvest Estates

Property rights

Property pride — standards for code enforcement

1t is our mission to work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective and efficient government services.



RURAL CHARACTER

Maintain open areas
Keep property taxes low for multi acre property owners
— towns don’t have to be all high density
Keep well and septic available to low density areas
Natural buffers (visual) — transitions from density areas
Don’t add street lights
o Shrouds for existing lights
Maintain area for local source farms
o Communities need to provide more for
themselves
o Provide tax breaks
Biology and Nature workshops
o Bioblitz
Shade tree education and protection
Education and incentives for gardening and micro
farming
o Local food producers
Promote land use for livestock — small scale
Maintain natural corridors for wildlife movement
Keep and develop wildlife areas
Timed lights in community areas
Non-GMO zones

PARKS

Repair — i.e. boardwalks at Itasca Park

Plant more shrubs and native grass

No spray on plantings

Add public art — parks and COR

Community flower beds/parks

Recreation Center

Windbreak at dog park

Playgrounds within neighborhoods, not just by parks
Embrace the rivers — as an asset — use as a source of
tourism

Finish Central Park — lights, parking, state tourney
More canoe rentals

TRANSPORTATION AND ROADS

Centralize business area around COR versus sprawl
Safe, pedestrian /bicycling friendly existing roads
Slow down speed limits in residential areas — 40 max

o Varlolite Street

o Green Valley Road (63)
Highway 10 Congestion (Park & Rides?) - Light rail is
great
Highway 10 stoplights by Quik Trip and Sunfish Lake
Blvd — why?

o Please put an overpass in —my journey takes 10-

20 minutes longer

Sustainability versus growth

SCHOOLS

Ramsey Middle School(s)

Ramsey High School

Modular — make expandable — future proof
Multi-Use

Activities keep families in the area

7550 Sunwood Drive NW o Ramsey, MN 55303
City Hall: 763.427.1410 e Fax: 763.427.5543

www.cityoframsey.com

MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS

Would like to see plans for another senior building in the
area

We need more public awareness/teaching of the laws
concerning bike trails that cross streets. Both kids and
adults ride right across the streets without looking
assuming the driver will stop. | read on MN Law that
they only have right of way if they get off their bike and
walk it across as then they are considered a pedestrian in
a crosswalk. Drivers need to know which is correct also.
Public info would be appreciated. Thanks.

Please leave Rivlyn Avenue as a residential street. Do
not bow to pressure from Lano, Dahlheimer, etc., to
make it a frontage road. Please keep it residential!
Thanks

Stop sign at lodine and 144" — daycares on corner —
speeding cars

1t is our mission to work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective and efficient government services.



Ramsey2040: Land Use Goals

a) The needs and rights of existing residents are balanced
with the needs and rights of those who wish to develop

STRATEGIES:

1.

Continue the citizen-focused public involvement process for
new development that solicits feedback from the public at the
beginning of the process

2. Develop a meaningful density transition ordinance that
incorporates lot size, transitioning, screening, space, berms,
landscaping, or buffers

3. Protect Ramsey’s rural character while providing opportunities
for urban growth

b) A variety of housing densities and types
STRATEGIES:

1. Develop dense, mixed-use environments in The COR and other
key locations served by sewer and water

2. Assess the market for various housing types and densities and

have the Land Use Plan reflect appropriate opportunities to
match market demand

c) Fair and consistent land use regulations

STRATEGIES:
1. Develop a policy for processing comprehensive plan
amendments
2. HEstablish a rational, logical staging plan for extension of MUSA

consistent with the Comprehensive Sewer Plan and tied to
Comprehensive Plan Amendment Policy

d) Walkable neighborhoods

STRATEGIES:

1.

Include a review of infrastructure, including parking for walking
and other non-motorized transportation modes when reviewing
any transportation improvement projects

Explore options for revising the City’s sidewalk policy, including
requiring sidewalks or trails on both sides of some new public
streets, different standards for public versus private roads, high-
volume versus low-volume roads, and issues related to long-
term maintenance

Locate residential development at appropriate densities near
services to encourage walking

e) Efficient growth

STRATEGIES:

1.

2.

New development should use existing infrastructure where
possible

New development should be built close to existing or proposed
services such as commercial, employment, and government,
where possible.

7550 Sunwood Drive NW « Ramsey, MN 55303
City Hall: 763.427.1410 o Fax: 763.427.5543

www.cityoframsey.com

f) The COR is constructed in accordance with its vision

STRATEGIES:

1.

Complete The COR Development Plan Update

Concentrate the highest density residential development in or
near The COR and at other key locations as shown on the future
land use map

Encourage residential and commercial development in the
Town Center before other parts of the City

Market the Ramsey Station as a land use tool

Develop incentives for the The COR to enhance its
marketability

Maintain high quality design standards for the The COR.

g) Adequate retail and commercial services

STRATEGIES:

1.

Locate other neighborhood commercial nodes with basic
services available close to existing and future residential
neighborhood concentrations

Assess the supply of commercial and industrial land available for
development

Implement the future business park west of Armstrong
Boulevard

h) New development is well-integrated with existing

development
STRATEGIES:
1. New development should protect natural resources, make trail
connections, and blend in with surrounding development
2. Use clustering and/or conservation development practices to
protect existing neighborhoods and natural resources
3. Develop form-based codes
4. Develop a meaningful density transition ordinance that

incorporates lot size, transitioning, screening, space, berms,
landscaping, or buffers

i) The rights of property owners are respected and
protected within the planning and development process.

STRATEGIES:

1.

Private property owners will be allowed the maximum use and
enjoyment of their property, as free as practical from excess
taxation, assessment, or intrusion consistent with good planning
and the well-being of the larger community.

The rights of private property owners will be balanced with the
need to protect and enhance natural resources in the
community.

The rights of private property owners will be balanced with the
need to provide a safe and efficient transportation system in the
community.

The rights of private property owners will be balanced with the
needs of future development.

j) Property rights are protected along with natural

resources
STRATEGIES:
1. Explore options to compensate property owners for
development rights to protect natural resources
2. Regularly assess outcomes of ordinances related to natural
resources and make changes as necessary
3. Provide incentives to homeowners for the permanent

protection of high-value natural resource areas.

It is our mission to work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective and efficient government services.
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Ramsey2040 Framework

Vision

Ramsey will evolve through citizen-driven, collaborative processes that respect the balance and
connectivity between its unique urban, rural, and natural environment for current and future
generations.

Mission
It is our mission to work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-
effective, and efficient government services.

Goals and Imperatives
1. Financial Stability
2. A Connected Community
3. Smart, Citizen-Focused Government
4. An Effective Organization

Key Community Themes

Since 2015, Ramsey has been engaging our community members to better understand key themes
impacting the future of Ramsey. Community leaders invested time and resources connecting with the
community at any opportunity possible. The following themes emerged.

Primary Themes
1. Passionate about the success of the future of Ramsey.
Protect the rural character of the community through a balanced growth approach.
Increased parks recreation opportunities for all ages.
Improved transportation network.
Increased educational opportunities within the community.

vk wnN

Secondary Themes
6. Completing the vision for The COR through a market-balanced approach.
7. A quality housing plan.

A variety of other themes emerged through a multi-year engagement process. Many of these themes
are found within individual system plan documents to follow.

Why We Plan

Land Use Planning is an important activity for the community to engage. Planning ensures that there is
adequate capacity for water, wastewater, and transportation. It ensures that the community builds a
balanced tax base that ensures fiscal responsibility and manages risks to the community and our
residents from natural disasters.



Creating a plan that has consensus amongst the community is important to securing a financial future. A

plan that has the consensus of the community, its stakeholders, and partners helps secure important

improvements to our infrastructure such as Highway 10 and Highway 47.

Ramsey is expected to Grow
Ramsey is expected to continue to experience significant growth in households, population, and
employment over the next twenty (20) years.

Table 1: Forecasted Growth

Current (2016) 2020 2030 2040
Households 8,973 9,400 11,300 13,000
Population 26,251 26,400 30,700 34,700
Employment 6,334 6,200 7,000 7,600




Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Community Profile

COMMUNITY PROFILE

THE COMMUNITY

Located in the northwest Twin Cities Metro, the City of Ramsey boasts incredible
outdoor recreation opportunities, a growing downtown in Ramsey COR, an impressive
manufacturing sector, and a strong local government.

The City of Ramsey has experienced steady growth and development over the past 20
years. This trend is expected to continue as the City has over 1,000 acres of
developable land in the COR located near U.S. Highway 10.

THE LAND

The COR

The COR (Center of Ramsey) is the City's downtown development. This 300+ acre
development is a transit oriented and walkable development. The COR is centered on
the Ramsey Northstar Commuter Rail Station and U.S. Highway 10/ U.S. Highway 169.
This mixed-use development is home to a long list of successful projects including
residential, retail, office, parks and recreation, and government facilities. Provided
below is a list of completed projects The COR (as of 2015):

Coborn’s multi-tenant retail center (95,000 sf)
PACT Charter School (K-12)
Ramsey Municipal Center (60,000 sf)
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic (40,000 sf)
Ramsey Office Plaza (80,000 sf)
Midwest Medical Examiner’s Office
NAU County Insurance Office (42,000 sf)
Northgate Church & Community Performing Arts Center (500 seats)
Allina Medical Clinic (25,000 sf)
. 230-unit apartment complex (Residence at The COR)
. $3M The Draw park & amphitheater
. Ramsey Rail Station: connected to 800-stall covered parking ramp by skyway

O 00 N o AW N
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with service to Minneapolis




Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Community Profile

13. Various single family and townhome developments totaling several hundred
households. (why is this all clumped together? How did you decide to call out
the ones you did?) This information and its formatting was taken from an
existing marketing piece that Ramsey has that they call their “Community
Profile”.

The COR, known formerly as Ramsey Town Center, was purchased by the City of
Ramsey in 2009. About 130 acres of land is available for development in The COR
today; about 90 acres is City-owned.

Existing Land Use

Existing land use can be thought of as what actually exists on the ground at
the present time, regardless what has been planned or what zoning
regulations exist. The most accurate depiction of what land uses currently exist
in Ramsey comes from the Metropolitan Council’s 2010 Generalized Land Use
map, which uses a combination of aerial photography, county parcel data and
community “ground truthing” to provide current land use types by acreage.

Existing land use types, total acreage and percent of total acreage are shown
in the table below.

Figure _ -_ : Existing Land Use in Ramsey
Single Family Detached 6,837 36%
Undeveloped Land 5,957 31%

2]



Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Community Profile

Park, Recreation or Preserve 1,960 10%
Agriculture 1,659 9%
Open Water 753 4%
Industrial and Utility 561 3%
Golf Course 332 2%
Retail and Other Commercial 254 1%
Single Family Attached 227 1%
Major Highway 144 1%
Mixed Use Industrial 107 1%
Institutional 92 <1%
Railway 67 <1%
Farmstead 65 <1%
Extractive 40 <1%
Office 14 <1%
Multifamily 12 <1%
Mixed Use Residential 8 <1%
Manufactured Home Park 7 <1%
Total Land (acres) 19,096 100%

Source: Metropolitan Council Generalized Land Use (2010)
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Map _-__ Existing Land Use
2010 Generalized Land Use
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Existing Residential Land Use

The primary land use type in Ramsey is residential. Over 37 percent of the city’s
land is devoted to the combined residential uses of single family detached,
mixed use residential, attached housing, and multifamily housing. Of these,
single family detached housing remains the most prominent residential use by
area.
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Existing Commercial and Industrial Land Use

Retail, office and industrial land uses make up 5 percent of Ramsey by area.
Commercial uses are prominent along the length of the US. Highway 10 corridor, and
a few other commercial nodes such as The COR, and the Sunfish Lake Blvd and Bunker
Lake Blvd intersection. In addition, the Cities of Ramsey and Anoka share a large
business park spanning across 1,000 acres of land. This business park includes various
office, warehouse, assembly, and a wide variety of manufacturing users.

Existing Public Land Use and Natural Features

According to the generalized land use map provided by the Metropolitan Council,
about one third of the City is classified as undeveloped. In addition, the City has
retained natural features that define the community and utilize those natural features
to help shape land development. Civic buildings and public uses make up less than
one percent of the city by area, but 16 percent of its land area is devoted to parks,
recreation, and open water. The largest natural corridor is found along the Trott Brook,
with additional natural corridors found along the Rum river, and Mississippi River. Park
and recreation areas include The Draw Park and Amphitheatre, Central Park, Alpine
Park, Rum River Hills Golf Course, and Links at Northfork Golf Course.

Ramsey has 753 acres of open water, the largest of these being Lake Itasca and Lilly
Lake in the south portion of the city. Ramsey does have some significant steep slopes
that impact development feasibility and direct the flow of water. Some of the steepest
slope areas are in the center of the city along the Trott Brook.

THE PEOPLE

Population

As of the 2010 US Census, the population of Ramsey was 18,510, and the most recent
estimates from the 2015 American Community Survey put the population at 25,362.
The population has steadily increased since 1990. Although the number of households
in the city has increased, the number of persons per household has decreased from
3.43in 1990 to 2.95 in 2010. According to forecasts by the Metropolitan Council, the
2040 population is projected to increase to 34,700.
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Figure _-_: Historic and future population of Ramsey
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With the number of residents per household likely to continue to decline as the overall

population of Ramsey ages, residential housing types will need to be accommodated

through development of a variety of housing types including apartments and

townhomes.

Ramsey's population experienced steady growth between 1990 and 2010, slowed from

2010 to 2015, and is projected by the Metropolitan Council to steadily increase yet

again from 2020 to 2040.
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As shown in Figure __-__Ramsey has been outpaced by only Andover in population
growth since 1990 and has risen from to the second most populated City in the area.

Figure _-__: Population of Ramsey compared to surrounding communities, 1970-
2010

Neighboring Populations
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30000 Andover

25000 Ramsey
Champlin

20000

==== Anoka
15000 /

10000 Rogers
5000

0
1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Age demographics

Consistent with most other communities across the region, Ramsey's population is
aging. Figure __-__ shows that the largest segment of the population is in the 40-49
age range which is quite young compared to many other communities in the
metropolitan region. It will be important for Ramsey to plan for alternative housing
options for these residents as they age so that they can remain in the community. In
addition, it will also remain important that Ramsey seek ways to be competitive in
retaining younger residents as the data shows the second largest section of residents
in the 5-14 age range.

Figure _ -_: Age of Ramsey residents, 2010
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Age of Ramsey Residents

= Female
80 years and over

H Male
70 to 79 years
60 to 69 years
50 to 59 years
40 to 49 years
Age 30 to 39 years
Category 20 to 29 years

15to 19 years
5to 14 years

Under 5

2000 1500 1000 500 0 500 1000 1500 2000

Source: U.S. Census (2010)

Looking at the changes in age demographics from 2000 to 2010, the greatest gains
were in the categories of “empty nester” adults, while there were losses in population
amongst 30- to 50-year-olds.

Figure _-_: Age cohort changes of Ramsey residents, 2000-2010
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Household Income

Compared to the average of Anoka County and the State of Minnesota, Ramsey has
a higher median household income. The median household income in Ramsey is
$86,794 annually. In 2015, the ACS estimated that around 3 percent of Ramsey's
population lives below the poverty line compared to 7 percent in Anoka County.

Ramsey $86,794
Andover $93,932
Champlin 383,851
Anoka $45,820
Rogers $103,980
Figure _ -_ : Ramsey income distribution by income bracket
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$200,000 or more
$150,000 to $199,999
$100,000 to $149,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$35,000 to $49,999
$25,000 to $34,999
$15,000 to $24,999

$10,000 to $14,999

Less than $10,000

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

Education

There is a broad range of educational experience levels among Ramsey residents.
Nearly 70 percent of residents have at least some college experience. Ramsey is
fortunate to have numerous colleges and universities nearby including Anoka
Technical College and Anoka-Ramsey Community College, as well as a wide range of
employers in the area hiring college graduates.

Figure _ -_: Educational attainment level of Ramsey residents

7.6% 3.6%

Less than high school
graduate

26.59% " High school graduate

20.7% (includes equivalency)

m Some college, no degree
B Associate's degree

B Bachelor's degree

0,
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degree
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What People Do for Work

According to 2014 ACS data, there are just under 14,000 employed persons living in
Ramsey. Nearly 20 percent of the working population of Ramsey residents are
employed in professional, scientific, and management positions, and another 31
percent work in construction and manufacturing. Around 10 percent of working
Ramsey residents use public transit, bicycling, walking or carpooling as a means of
commuting to work, and the average commute time for all working residents is 25-29

minutes.
Figure __-__: The industries in which the employed civilian population of Ramsey work
INDUSTRY Number | Percent
Educational services, and health care and social
assistance 145 1.1%
Retail trade 964 6.9%
Professional, scientific, management,
administrative, and waste management 2,570 18.4%
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and
accommodation and food services 408 2.9%
Manufacturing 1,517 10.9%
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 734 5.3%
Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental
and leasing 199 1.4%
Public administration 1,395 10.0%
Wholesale trade 1,305 9.4%
Construction 2,835 20.3%
Other services, except public administration 801 5.7%
Information 557 4.0%
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and
mining 523 3.7%
Source: ACS 2010-2014 Estimates

Race

At 90.4 percent, Ramsey residents are primarily white non-Hispanic individuals with the
remaining 9.6% of residents being people of color. By comparison, the Twin Cities
region is 24.6% residents of color, and Anoka County is 15.6% residents of color. As
such, Ramsey is not diversifying at the same rate as Anoka County or the Twin Cities
region. Regional trends indicate that in the Twin Cities metro area, residents of color
will continue to comprise a greater share of our region's population, increasing from
24% in 2010 to 41% in 2040.

11
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Figure __-__: Ramsey racial demographics
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THE NEIGHBORHOQDS

Housing Types

Housing is the predominant land use in Ramsey. Estimates from the Metropolitan Council
indicate that there were 8,812 housing units in Ramsey in 2015. Around 75 percent of the
housing units in Ramsey are single family detached homes with townhomes counting for an
additional 15 percent of the total housing units.

Figure _ -_: Housing by type in Ramsey
units
Single Family Detached 6,692 75.9%
Multifamily (5 units or more) 680 7.7%
Townhomes 1403 15.9%
Duplex, triplex, quad 37 0.5%
Total: 8,812 100%

Source: Metropolitan Council Housing Stock Estimates (2015)
Housing Age

The age of Ramsey’s housing stock is very typical for a developing suburb of the Twin
Cities. Less than 1 percent of the housing was built prior to 1950. The majority (three-
fifths) of Ramsey's housing was built between 1980 and 2000. A challenge facing the

12 |
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City is the need to balance the development of new property with the need to upkeep
and upgrades older housing and the infrastructure that comes with them.

Figure _-_: Age of Ramsey Housing Stock

Age of Housing Units

2010 or later | 0
2000 to 2009 89
1990 to 1999
1980 to 1989
1970 to 1979 1,107
1960 to 1969
1950 to 1959 348
1940 to 1949 65
1939 or earlier 10

Decade Built

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000
Housing Units

Data source: ACS 2011-2015

Housing Tenure

The City of Ramsey has a historically consistent foundation of owner-occupied housing
which remains true today. Approximately 85 percent of Ramsey housing units are
owner-occupied, and that percentage has remained largely the same since 1990. That
percentage is higher than most of the cities surrounding Ramsey with the lowest
percentage of owner-occupied housing of local communities being the City of Anoka
at 52 percent.

13
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THE ECONOMY

The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development estimate
approximately 6,150 jobs in the City of Ramsey in 2015. Average annual wages for
2015 are estimated at $46,637. A large reason for this average is likely due to the fact
that manufacturing represents the largest employment industry in Ramsey at 34
percent, and these are typically living wage jobs. Anoka County as a whole has 16
percent devoted to Manufacturing.

Figure _ -_:Jobs located in Ramsey, by industry
Employment Percen

Industry poyT:ta’: ercentage
Retail Trade 554 9%
Health Care and Social Assistance 246 4%
Accommodation and Food Services 369 6%
Public Administration 185 3%
Manufacturing 2,091 34%
Other Services, Ex. Public Admin 308 5%
Educational Services 369 6%
Administrative and Waste Services 369 6%
Finance and Insurance 123 2%
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 123 2%

14
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Information 62 1%
Wholesale Trade 308 5%
All Other Industries 1,046 17%
Total: 6,150 100%

The U.S. Highway 10 corridor is the commercial hub of Ramsey, running the length of
the City. Ramsey faces the challenge of encouraging updates and redevelopment of
its older and more outmoded buildings and businesses along U.S. Highway 10, while
also developing greenfield properties within The COR and new business park east of
Armstrong Boulevard.

15
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PAST AND FUTURE GROWTH

Regional Context: Community Designation

In Thrive 2040, the Metropolitan Council groups jurisdictions within the metro with similar
characteristics based on urban or rural character for the application of the regional policies
outlined in 7hrive. As shown in MAP __-__, Ramsey’s “Emerging Suburban Edge” designation
translates to specific expectations in terms of development density and protection of natural
resources.

Comprehensive planning often involves planning for people and jobs that are not yet here. As
a result, the Metropolitan Council develops population, housing and employment forecasts as
a component of a city's system statement. The system statement is developed to help set
realistic goals and policies to plan for the future needs and trajectories of the community at
the time the comprehensive plan is developed. The Council's forecasts have been incorporated
into this plan update.

Community Designation: The Metropolitan Council identifies Ramsey as
an Emerging Suburban Edge community. Emerging Suburban Edge
communities are expected to identify and protect an adequate supply of land
to support growth for future development beyond 2040, with regard to
agricultural viability and natural and historic resources preservation.

Emerging Suburban Edge communities are expected to plan for forecasted
population and household growth at average densities of at least 3-5 units per
acre for new development and redevelopment. In addition, Emerging
Suburban Edge communities are expected to target higher-intensity
developments in areas with better access to regional sewer and transportation
infrastructure, connections to local commercial activity centers, transit facilities,
and recreational amenities.
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Map __-_: Metropolitan Council Community Designation

Community Designation
City of Ramsey, Anoka County

Quk
Nowthen Oroee

\ Nursey
0 N Ansaver

S \
S )
Nichasl
Ancka

Regers Dayton

Coon
Bapxdw

Chanpin

Community Designation
Uttan Cortae - Crzvw Cty ) Cever
Urtan Cartee Dwvented Jura

Urten Ruwg! Rewgentsl
Sutusen Agcutus
Sunuman Enge Outwew Councd plaming scthorry

Emwipng Sutrten Sage

Y carty Brecn
) oty ne owrts Binexiires
Liken ot Majet Hivess

Ramsey's 2040 Comprehensive Plan update will incorporate regional policy and
metro-wide goals while also integrating important local goals, objectives and preferred
outcomes. Both the regional Thrive 2040 outcomes as well as the local goals and
priorities identified in Chapter __ will form the foundational lens of this comprehensive
plan, guiding decision-making and informing the content of each subsection.

Forecasts for Ramsey

The Metropolitan Council has developed growth forecasts for Ramsey by decade,
addressing the projected population, number of households, and number of jobs. The
total population of the City of Ramsey is expected to grow by 9,338 people by the year
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2040, with the inclusion of 4,300 households and 1,400 jobs. That growth is expected
to be spread fairly evenly across the intervening decades.

Decadal population growth is expected to increase at a rate of about 4,000 persons
per decade over the next 25 years.

Ramsey Forecast, 2010-2040

Source: 2010 U.S. Census & Metropolitan Council Forecasts

Forecast Year Population Households Employment
2010 23,668 8,033 4,779
2020 26,400 9,400 6,200
2030 30,700 11,300 7,000
2040 34,700 13,000 7,600
2010-2040 change +11,032 +4,967 +2,821
Figure _-__: Households in the City of Ramsey
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City of Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan
Update

Land Use Plan

Land Use as the Foundation

The Land Use Plan serves as the foundation in a series of plans that guides the future of Ramsey. Policy
decisions on how the community will change over the next twenty (20) years will have impacts on a
variety of systems.

Forecasts divided by transportation analysis zones (TAZ) and urban services areas are found in the
Transportation Plan and Water Resources Plan respectively.

Community Designation

Ramsey is designated as an ‘Emerging Suburban Edge’ by the Metropolitan Council. The Metropolitan
Council uses community designations to group communities with similar characteristics in order to more
effectively target its policies. The Metropolitan Council uses these community designations to:

e Guide regional growth and development to areas that have urban infrastructure in place and the
capacity to accommodate development and redevelopment.

e Establish land use expectations, including overall densities and development patterns, for
different community designations.

e Qutline the respective roles of the Metropolitan Council and Ramsey along with strategies for
planning for forecasted growth.

An Emerging Suburban Edge Community is characterized as transitioning from rural to developed. It
should be noted that although a portion of Ramsey certainly is transition in this manner, a significant
portion of the community remains guided for larger-lot, single-family development on private well and
septic along with goals to protect a significant amount of exceptional quality ecological resources.

The Emerging Suburban Edge includes cities, townships, and portions of both that are in the early stages
of transitioning into urbanized levels of development. Strategically located between Suburban Edge and
Rural communities, the Emerging Suburban Edge communities offer both connections to urban
amenities and the proximity to open spaces that characterizes a rural lifestyle. Often, the cities and
townships in the Emerging Suburban Edge are in more than one Community Designation. In the majority
of Emerging Suburban Edge communities, less than 40% of the land has been developed.

Communities in the Emerging Suburban Edge have a mix of residential, rural, and agricultural areas,
often including lower-density single-family neighborhoods and small downtown service centers. The
growth patterns in these communities demonstrate the challenges of changing from rural to suburban.
New developments are typically built in a traditional suburban pattern, characterized by large curving
streets, limited through-roadways, and auto-oriented street design. Emerging Suburban Edge
communities have access to regional wastewater services (either municipally owned or regional

City of Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
Land Use Plan
Page 1 of 11



services), access to the metropolitan highway system, and include existing or planned Regional Parks
System facilities.

The Emerging Suburban Edge communities provide a variety of commercial activities along the main
transportation corridors, and most encompass historic small downtowns with small town characteristics.
These communities benefit from their proximity to more developed areas while retaining their local
rural character and protecting natural resources. Commercial areas in the Emerging Suburban Edge tend
to be individual large employers and smaller-scale commercial centers serving the local population.

Although these communities have some redevelopment potential in older areas such as historic
downtown districts, the focus in the Emerging Suburban Edge is on greenfield development. Greenfields
present opportunities to integrate natural resource preservation into site planning prior to
development. Some of these communities have land available within their jurisdiction staged for future
development, while others are expanding through orderly annexation agreements with neighboring
townships. This mix of uses, availability of undeveloped land, and rich access to natural resources is a
characteristic unique to Emerging Suburban Edge communities.

As of May 2014, the Metropolitan Council forecasts that the Emerging Suburban Edge area will add
201,000 residents, 93,000 households, and 58,000 jobs between 2010 and 2040. This represents growth
of 66% in population, 87% in households, and 66% in employment over the three decades. Because
most Emerging Suburban Edge communities also have areas designated as rural, these numbers are
approximations. These numbers may change during the current comprehensive planning process, which
will more precisely delineate how much community growth belongs inside the Metropolitan Urban
Service Area.

Figure 1: Ramsey Community Designation
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Community Designation

City of Ramsey, Anoka County

Oak
Nowthen oot
Elk
River
Ramsey
Otsego Andover
Saint \ %
Michael
Anoka
Rogers Dayton
Coon
Rapids
Champlin
||
Extent of Main Map
N
L« Community Designation
I urban Center - Core City Rural Center
Urtan Center Diversified Rural
Urban Rural Residential
Suburban Agrcultural
Suburban Edge Qutside Council planning autharity
Emerging Suburban Edge
>
OAXOTAS
=5 DCounty Boundaries
l - D Clty and Township Beundaries
Lakes and Major Rivers

Figure 2: Emerging Suburban Edge Communities
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Designated Emerging Suburban Edge communities are:

Andover*, Carver, Centerville, Chanhassen, Columbus*, Corcoran*, Dayton, Empire Township*,
Farmington, Forest Lake*, Greenfield*, Hastings, Hugo*, Independence*, Lake EImo*, Lino Lakes,
Medina*, Minnetrista*, Orono*, Prior Lake, Ramsey, Rogers*, Rosemount, St. Paul Park, Victoria, and

Waconia.

*Listed in this designation but also has areas in other designations.

Existing Land Uses

Figure 3: Existing Land Use Map
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Table 1: Existing Land Use Categories

Year Land Use Acres Percentage of Total
2010 Agriculture 1,659 9%
2010 Airport 0 0%
2010 Extractive 40 0%
2010 Farmstead 65 0%
2010 Golf Course 332 2%
2010 Industrial and Utility 561 3%
2010 Institutional 92 0%
2010 Major Highway 144 1%
2010 Manufactured Housing Park 7 0%
2010 Mixed Use Industrial 107 1%
2010 Mixed Use Residential 8 0%
2010 Multifamily 12 0%
2010 Office 14 0%
2010 Open Water 753 4%
2010 Park, Recreational or Preserve 1,960 10%
2010 Railway 67 0%
2010 Retail and Other Commerecial 254 1%
2010 Single Family Attached 227 1%
2010 Single Family Detached 6,837 36 %

City of Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
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‘ 2010 ‘ Undeveloped Land 5,957 31%

Future Land Uses
Figure 4: Future Land Use Map

Ramsey Comprehensive Plan
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Table 2: Future Land Use Categories

|

Future Land Use Descriptions
Lakes and Rivers

Low Density Residential
Areas guided Low Density Residential must have urban services before development can take place.
These areas will average three (3) units per acre and contain single family, detached dwellings.

Where Low Density Residential is directly adjacent to areas guided Rural Developing that contain 2.5
acre lots, strategies for density transitioning will be employed. This means that while an area of Low
Density Residential may average 3 units per acre, those lots directly adjacent to 2.5 acre lots will be
closer in size to 2.5 acres in order to provide an effective transition that maintains the existing character
of the neighborhood. Screening methods, such as landscaping must also be employed to transition
between very low density areas and urban lots.

City of Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
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Medium Density Residential

These areas are within the MUSA and intended to receive medium density housing including lower
density multi-family housing and higher density single-family housing. Average density will be six (6)
units per acre.

High Density Residential
These areas are within MUSA and intended to accommodate multi-family housing such as townhomes
and apartment buildings. Average density will be twelve (12) units per acre.

Business Park
Areas guided Business Park are reserved for office and industrial development.

Commercial
Areas guided Commercial may include a range of neighborhood and community commercial/retail
development.

Mixed Use
Mixed Use areas may include a combination of residential, commercial, light industrial, open space and
a transit hub.

Public/Quasi-Public
This category generally includes city offices, public works facilities, churches, schools other non-profit or
government facilities, and bridges/major rights-of-way.

Park

Parks, trails and open space include the City Park and trail system, golf courses, regional parks, wetlands
and the greenway. Lands in this category are intended to preserve the natural resource base and
provide an adequate supply of active and passive recreational lands in Ramsey.

Closed Landfill

The risk to public health and safety associated with the closed landfill in Ramsey is mitigated by
implementing land-use controls that minimize public exposure to landfill hazards and protect the state’s
response action equipment. In other words, future use of land at and around closed landfills needs to be
planned carefully and responsibly. The purpose, then, for preparing a CLUP for each landfill is to protect
the integrity of the landfill’s remediation and monitoring systems, protect human health and public
safety at each landfill, and accommodate local government needs and desires for land use at the
qualified facility with consideration for health and safety requirements.

Metropolitan Council Approved Master Plans

The Metropolitan Council has approved Master Plans for Rum River Central Regional Park and
Mississippi West Regional Park (future). These Master Plan Boundaries are reflected in the Future Land
Use Map and within the Parks and Recreation Plan.

Figure 5: Master Plan Boundaries

Special Resources Plan
Ramsey has two (2) special resources within the community.
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1. Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area
2. 0Old Town Hall
3. Garden Farme?

Figure 6: Special Resources

Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has adopted new rules for the Mississippi River
Corridor Critical Area. Ramsey is awaiting guidance from the DNR before updating our Comprehensive
Plan for this section.

Old Town Hall

The former Ramsey Township Town Hall is the only structure within Ramsey on the National Historic
Database. Ramsey is working with the Anoka County Historical Society to develop a long-term plan for
this facility.

Garden Farme

Garden Farme is a unique agricultural use in the community. Focused on soil science and permaculture,
all operations utilize manual labor. Garden Farme is owned and operated by Mr. Bruce Bacon. Garden
Farme desires to establish a non-profit entity to continue the operation in the spirit of its current
existence. The land the makes up Garden Farme has been in the Crandall family lineage since the early
1900s.

Planned Density
Table 3: Density Table

Land Use Category

Minimum Density

Maximum Density

Average Density

Rural Developing

0.4 units/acre

Low Density Residential

2 units/acre

4 units/acre

3 units/acre

Medium Density Residential

3 units/acre

7 units/acre

6 units/acre

High Density Residential

7 units/acre

15 units/acre

12 units/acre

Table 4: Mixed Use Densities

Land Use % Residential % Commercial % Office Residential
Category Density Range
Mixed Use 10-15 units/acre

Staged Development and Redevelopment
Development and Redevelopment is likely to focus on the following areas.

e Armstrong West/COR West
o Mississippi West
e Rum River Retail Node

e The COR

e Trott Brook North

City of Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
Land Use Plan
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Armstrong West/COR West

Armstrong West is a planning area generally north of Highway 10 and west of Armstrong Boulevard. This
area is approximately 350 acres and is current a mix of agricultural land, vacant land, and industrial land.
Planned future land uses include a retail redevelopment area of the current industrial park, business
park, low density residential, medium density residential, high density residential, and rural developing.
Development is expected to commence in 2018. Full build out is expected in the next ten (10) to fifteen
(15) years.

Mississippi West
Mississippi West is a planning area generally south of Highway 10 between Armstrong Boulevard and
Bowers Drive. This area is predominantly agricultural.

Planned land use within this area is predominantly low density residential, with an area of natural
resource protection along the Mississippi River. Development of this area is likely ten (10) to fifteen
(years) in the future due to availability of infrastructure (2015 to 2025 timeframe).

Connexus Energy is planning a thirty (30) acre solar farm within this planning district in 2018.

This area is also the location of a potential extension of Armstrong Boulevard to serve as a future river
crossing to the City of Dayton. This improvement is not currently in official regional planning documents
and is likely at least twenty (20) years away, if not longer. The cities of Dayton and Ramsey choose to
plan for this long-term improvements to protect the necessary corridor.

Rum River Retail Node
The Rum River Retail Node is a 1970s area rural commercial node. This node has shown evidence of
blight and vacancy, with some recent renovations of existing structures.

The COR

The COR is a 320-acre master-planned community located adjacent to the Northstar Commuter Rail —
Ramsey Station. Together with adjacent developed and developable area, there are approximately 400
acres of development of a mix of uses. Goals for this development include an identity for the
community, a destination for retail to support the local community, walkability, and supportive of
commuter-rail transit.

The COR is approximately 50% complete, and is likely to experience substantial completion in the next
ten (10) years. Ramsey is updating this plan as a separate planning document known as The COR
Development Plan Update.

Trott Brook North

A significant area for future development of primarily Low Density Residential uses is planned for north
of Trott Brook. Trott Brook is a significant ecological resource for the City to protect, and also serves as
an important recreation corridor. This development area will represent the first area in the community
north of Trott Brook to receive municipal services (water and sanitary sewer).

Immediately adjacent to this area is the site of a planned second elementary school operated by Anoka
Hennepin School District #11.

City of Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
Land Use Plan
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Natural Resources

Ramsey has established a number of land use goals focused on natural resources.

e Enhanced Protection of Natural Resources

e Enhanced Recreation Opportunities in Natural Resource Areas

e (Clean Water and Clean Air
e Reduced Waste Stream in Landfills

These goals are defined within the Natural Resources Plan

There are no known aggregate resources within the community.

Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area
Portions of Ramsey are located within the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA).

Land Use Implementation

The Metropolitan Council’s Regional Development Framework, ThriveMSP 2040, outlines roles for the
Metropolitan Council and Ramsey for land use policy. Specific to land use policy, the Metropolitan
Council has set a goal for the region to achieve Orderly and Efficient Land Use.

Ramsey Role

e Plan and stage development for
forecasted growth through 2040 and
beyond at overall average net densities
of at least 3-5 dwelling units per acre in
the community. Target higher intensity
developments in areas with better access
to regional sewer and transportation
infrastructure, connections to local
commercial activity centers, transit
facilities, and recreational amenities.

e Ensure the efficient use of land when
planning for and approving new
developments and redevelopment

Metropolitan Council Role

e Support local efforts and policies to plan
for growth that efficiently uses
transportation and transit infrastructure
and regional services.

e Promote land use patterns with clear
distinctions between urban and rural
areas to protect natural resources and
land for agricultural viability.

e Provide technical assistance to
communities on land use strategies and
staged development to inform the local
comprehensive planning process.

e Partner with local communities to

projects. improve land use patterns to reduce the
generation of carbon emissions.
Action Priority Timeframe
Amend Official Zoning Map Required June 1, 2019
Amend Zoning Code Required December 31, 2019

Update The COR Development Immediate
Plan

December 31, 2018

City of Ramsey 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
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A.What is the Comprehensive Plan and who is it for?

The Comprehensive Plan is a tool to be used by many people and organizations with an interest
in the Ramsey community. First and foremost, it is for the people of Ramsey, the policy makers
who represent them and the City Staff who support them. But it is also for the businesses and
residents who wish to come to the community or scholars and students who might want to learn
about Ramsey. The Comprehensive Plan sets out a vision for the future community, a vision
that was created by the people. It contains goals that define the vision and public policy that is
designed to help realize the vision. It provides an analysis of the forces that have shaped Ramsey
since its beginning. Although it is heavily focused on the future physical development of the com-
munity, it also addresses the economic and social qualities of Ramsey. Finally, the plan lays out
implementation strategies that best use the tax payers” dollars to achieve the vital elements that
make the Ramsey Community a safe, high quality, healthy place to live, work and play.

Comprehensive Planning for municipalities in the 7-county metropolitan area is
State Legislature. In 1976 the Minnesota Legislature passed the Metropolitan Land
Act which required municipalities to develop (or update existing) Comprehe ahs as a to

to “protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the metropolitan a d to en

coordinated, orderly and economic development.” Ramsey conformed to request by§

its 1973 Comprehensive Plan in 1980. Piecemeal updates to this plan e pecurred 80 $
including the most recent update in 2002. The Metropolitan Land
Comprehensive Plans to be reviewed at least once every ten yearx%nsure C ce w1t}4
regional growth strategy for the entire Metropolitan Area. < ,

Ramsey is a growing community on the edge of a raplledmg opolitan AQ‘
th%t the

community that faces the challenges of controllingt h demand rban
rtation s nd its
with a Q)f natural

n e e featu Comprehenswe
con%?an'd mana@ growth through the

C.The unique history of Ramsey,. Compxehgnsive Plan - RAMSEY?

B.Why do a Comprehensive Plan?
man Eﬁ

ing Actr u1 ocal 0

edge of a metropolitan area. It depends heavily o

ability to move people efficiently and safely.
features and a strong desire to preserve, pr
Plan is a tool that will guide the comm
year 2030.

A small, aging brick building stands like a qué¥ion mar een a day-care center and a bank.
A weathered sign identifies it as the Ramsey Town Hyl ough no longer used, this structure
personifies Ramsey today. It asserts the key issue% Ramsey should grow, but how it will
it develop.

To address this issue, a group of residents, some of whom were already active on City
commissions, committees and the Council, worked with city staff and Council to conceptualize a
McKnight Foundation grant, which the City received in 2006. The project was named Ramsey?
because it consisted of a three-part planning process. During Ramsey! nationally-renowned
experts led a series of four public forums and staff/council workshops organized around four
critical issues facing metropolitan communities: transportation, innovative zoning, regional
intersections, and community ecology. Ramsey” used the innovative technique of Open Space
Technology to allow participants to create and manage their own agenda of parallel working
sessions around central themes of strategic importance. The final stage — Ramsey® — used
facilitation tools not commonly used by cities to develop a shared vision and explore unique and
cutting-edge tools to implement that vision.
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Thus, Ramsey® provided the community, which has long-valued citizen partic cullore sequam seria prernatqui
that went far beyond the traditional public hearings and other methods used i Q dolorpo reperciendae doloritae
end, the process yielded a vision, value statements and checklist, and a land&se map all c& vandam eos dit laccus sed eat
by citizens and arrived at by consensus. The vision, values, and land usexgnaip are 1ncor&'k in pe non esto bearum nulles
subsequent sections of this Comprehensive Plan and provide the oye u1d1ng frae‘or wn;h psae pro vent quiassum iumauis
which all land use decisions should be consistent. A S|minci llupitist que simpor atur.

a place where there was suspicion and even hostility to cit ernmenito a place sa

long-time resident put it, “This is the most togetl@e seen thls%nd I hqye lived here

since 1944.” ?
Just as Ramsey® received high marks of appr Q been

validated by outside experts. A recent re e findi undation’s work
with communities on the urban/su e, no i nities provide residents
with educational workshops that g m the fr d planning. ... As they
learn what is happening elsewhere an@what is , a city'S\leaddrs and staff, local residents, and
businesspeople can gear up to have productivgcotiServati about their visions for the future.”

Ramsey? represents a still-in-process dramatic change inQur a&‘numty t@ov&d

Ramsey believes this Comprehensive Plan and its gy offer a positive vision for our
community and a model for fostering citizen inv t in comprehensive planning for the
greater Twin Cities area.
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Introduction

This background chapter offers a summary of key community characteristics and challenges facing
the City of Ramsey. An expanded version of this background information is found in Appendix
A. The following sections will discuss demographics, facilities, natural resources, water resources
and the transportation system in an effort to better understand the key issues and challenges of
the community. These issues are explored more fully in later chapters of this Plan.

As a growing community on the edge of the Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan area, the City
of Ramsey has seen many changes, especially in terms of growth over the past several years. The

City’s last Comprehensive Plan, which established a vision for the City of Ramsey in 2020, was Lenihil ipsant quiamen imostem et
completed in 2001. The 2030 Comprehensive Plan now required by the Metropolitan Council optaectem volupid itibus enimagnis
will focus on planning for the next 20 years and more, until 2030. dolupturibus mos magnim re
mossusd aeprae. Ebitessum
Metropolitan Council aboreseque nimus, te sapit versped

itatem adion con re nihit quodis ma
cuptum rem aut es ea sum harcit,

In 1967 the Minnesota Legislature created the Metropolitan Council to plan and co %
\ sitiur? Itatur?
ensiv

the orderly development of the seven-county metropolitan area. Minnesota law req
municipality and county within the metropolitan area to prepare and to submi Qﬁ
plan to the Metropolitan Council that addresses all required components of t
Development Framework. The City’s plan must be consistent with the M.
systems plans. To assist local governments in this effort, the Metropolitan

t quia nonsequam et ellesti
cadd S P‘"‘rt ciis et que sam explanda con ni
Systems Sfentent m apiendit labore nosae sedisqui od

Statements” to each community which describes the specific areas th

Dam entum hicid quiatemqui
P n Coun officiur si intin nis num volupicto
c1l iss t ms : :

of the local comprehensive plan. The City of Ramsey received its r

December 2005. g utem que lautemp errovitatet aut
The System Statement for the City of Ramsey includes p ulagf®n, hoyseh lum dest, Vellabg ;eh(Tntor magn
forecasts to aid in planning for the future. The Metro ounci ded foreca 0 ne as conem quiat volorempor
audae vent eos nonecaborior re,
Ramsey, shown in Table 3-1. These numbers have$ en revis ward sOfnewhat i , )
. . . Slmporestrum et verum vento ium
further planning and are discussed in later chap is Pla

que moluptatatur re num re est, te
Table 3-1: Metropolitan Council Forec the Clwnsey Q\'Q \r/gr:;’ic;f?; !:iitr!c; g.sequiae nobitae
% ,@ﬁd Deﬂo@lt Framework
1990 2000 % J2020 2030
Population 12,408 18,510 30 OR\ 43,000 44,000

Households | 3,620 5,906 @) 15,500 16,500
Employment | 1,941 3,587 700 9,100 11,300
The City of Ramsey is classified by the Metropolitan Council as a “Developing Area.” The
Metropolitan Council defines “Developing Area” as a part of the region that is in the path of
urban growth (Figure 3-1). It includes the communities beyond the fully developed area up to the

metropolitan urban service area boundary. The Metropolitan Council’s Regional Development
Framework sets an overall minimum residential density standard of 3 to 5 units per acre in

developed and developing areas where urban service is located or planned. Ramsey’s System
Statement states that as Ramsey plans for the future, it should focus on protecting natural
resources, ensuring sufficient public infrastructure, and developing transition strategies to increase
density and encourage infill development.

Cityof RAMSEY

Comprehensive Plan 2030 3-2



Figure 3-1: Metropolitan Council 2030 Framework

2030 Framework

Planning Areas

el o o B o
S

NOTE: Please refer tathe Comp
recentt information. These

o
A

™

i

s

- o

Lpprorved January 14, 2004
Phroing Arens Smerided De cember 2006

nstve Plans Composite map or the Feglonal Systems moaps for the most
aps are available at the MMetropolitan Couneil Data Center (5317 602-1140.

Geograp hic Planning Areas

Additional Information

D e s

Ushan Planning Areas Rural Planning Areas

I:l Developing Lrea I:I Boural Center

|:| Developed hrea - gricultural
Diversified Rural
Roural Residential

[#hades Terrestrinl md Wetlard Areas)  ======= Begioral Trail
SOURCE: Metro DHE i coardiretion e w e Transit 2025 Cortidor

withthe Metropolian Comcil
- Hagional Dislé — wmn Principal Arterial
Chen Water

Proposed Regional Park

g:lahnpoum Counofl

Ciyof RAMSEY

Comprehensive Plan 2030



Figure 3-2: Regional Context
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The following is a list of assumptions that were considered when projecting future population,
household and employment figures for Ramsey.

1. Due to its location at the edge of the region, the automobile will continue to be the primary
means of transit for Ramsey residents.

2. Travel demand by personal automobile will continue to grow faster than Ramsey’s population
unless there is a significant increase in the cost of gasoline. Traffic volumes will continue to
grow no matter how fast or how much the City of Ramsey grows or regardless of whether a
new bridge over the Mississippi River is built.

3. Due to the nature of soils in the City (the Anoka sandplain) rural residential development
can be supported indefinitely with on-site sewage treatment systems, provided sufficient land
is available to accommodate two drain fields. Ultimately, such areas may require public water
service.

4. 'The expansion of the schools that serve Ramsey students will be necessary wheth%t
urban growth occurs in Ramsey in any significant amount. Q

5. 'The public sanitary sewer and water systems have ample capacity and/or on cap&

to accommodate all of the urban development possible in Ramsey. \ @
j Xpment

open spa
and more urban housing at higher densities result. More

ensi will requi
MUSA expansion. Q
7. The Metropolitan Council will not compel the Cj Mand h@into rura

residential areas where substantial subdivisior& ady OCS at is nw cive to

resubdivision. Q \
@nn ct ?l@’/er’s pu%@lty systems.

9. Metropolitan sewers will not x@d nort&ly't rough F@Q) provide services to
City of Nowthen. O

y direc%a g Highway 10 if MUSA

6. The Metropolitan Council may not support the expansion of ru

at densities of less than one unit per 10-acres unless a meanin

8. Northwest Ramsey will not be allowe

10. Urban growth will generally occur in a'Wgs
expansion is authorized.

11. Ramsey’s persons per household figure curre@mated at 3.1 persons per household in
2000 will likely decline to 3 persons per househ®ld or less by 2010. By 2030, the household
figure is expected to decline to 2.67 persons per household.

The future growth of Ramsey depends on several factors. It depends on the recent charter
amendments, which limit the ability of expanding MUSA, particularly for residential
development and the ability to manage congestion levels on Highways 10 and 47 at safe and
operable levels. It depends on regional and local pressures and cooperation on deciding whether to
build another bridge over the Mississippi River. It also depends on the ability of the community
to diversify its employment base by attracting business other than manufacturing. These are only
a few factors that impact future growth, all of which are interrelated.

In order to plan for growth in the Twin Cities Metropolitan region, the Metropolitan Council
has prepared population, household and employment projections for metropolitan cities.
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These projections are not requirements imposed on the community; rather they are projections
that provide a framework or base to plan. One purpose of the legislation that requires metro
communities to submit comprehensive plans to the Metropolitan Council is to allow local
governments the opportunity to determine how their community will grow and to tell the
Metropolitan Council what regional infrastructure needs will result from the chosen growth plan.
After reviewing Ramsey’s plan, the Metropolitan Council must evaluate how that plan fits into the
regional plan and how regional infrastructure needs are to be met. Tables 4-1 and 4-2 outline the
Metropolitan Council projections for the City of Ramsey and provides a comparison of the City’s
own growth projections based on growth trends, available land supply. The City projections are
based on projections completed while analyzing the future growth according to Traffic Analysis
Zones (TAZ) and according to the development staging plan as shown in Chapter V. “Land Use”.

The 2030 Land Use Plan and accompanying staging plan were developed through a citizen-driven
process which culminated in October of 2008 with a day-long land use planning workshop.

This citizen process began in January of 2007 with the Ramsey3 process, a unique program in
which the citizens of Ramsey were asked to define what they wanted “in their backyard”. This
process included a public participation effort using the “Open Space Technology” process to allow
citizens to develop the agenda for each meeting and guide the direction of discussion withgut
staff or consultant involvement. The outcome of the Ramsey3 process was a series of W

Values statements that are presented in Chapter II of this plan. From the Vision an
and Strategies were also developed for many of the Comprehensive Plan tOplC@

presented within each chapter.

The culmination of the citizen-driven process was a day-long planning % p dur
participants were asked to develop the final 2030 Land Use Plan for of Ra
Participants were guided through a discussion of available land su Ramse m as
Metropolitan Council requirements for comprehensive plan u% Parti en split msA
p

groups to work on land use maps. Each group was given chips {g@tesenting\yariflus land u
types and densities and groups were asked to develop a lan plan which met all
requlrements while also meeting the Vision and Goa the commufhj fter ussigyn of each

group’s plan, similarities and differences were id
process was repeated until a consensus on one l

shown in Chapter V, “Land Use”.
@d Fore

etwe n la discussion
se plan %' ed. Tl@ nsensus plan is
,- @)

Table 4-1: Metropolitan Counci

20?5 10 )2020 2030
Population 18,510 31,399\\ 45,000 44,000
Households 5,906 @ 16,200 16,500
Employment 4,008 700 9,100 11,300
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Table 4-2: City of Ramsey Forecasts Pending Approval

Population 2000 2010 2020 2030
Note: he 2008-2
Sewered 7,810 21,522 29,356 36,373 lote: Over the 2008-2030
time period, steadily increasing
Unsewered 10,700 6,599 6,883 7,088 employment density estimates are
TOTAL 18,510 28.121 36,329 43,461 use.d.for eahh decadta to forecast
anticipated increase in employment
density as the community grows.
Households 2000 2010 2020 2030 Met Council HH Size:
Sewered 2,492 7,495 10,568 13,640 e 287156
Unsewered 3,414 2,298 2,478 2,658
e 2777778
TOTAL 5,906 9,793 13,046 16,298
e 2666667
Employment 2000 2010 2020 2030 \
Sewered 4,008 6,039 8,621 m s
Unsewered 0 661 479 ‘
>
TOTAL 4,008 6,700 9,100 \ 11,938

X

The primary concern regarding growth at the regional level is that 1th1n the et pohtan
area is used efficiently and wisely from the standpoint of maximi e efF of reglcd
ision(l. Th a 1hty fo

glonag{ nve t@

the transportation infrastructure that connects Ramse itan Area. N

i e Met
improvements are not limited to highway improv S but also E ents in&nsit (the

infrastructure and by making environmentally conscious land

N

ability to reduce vehicle trips) and economic de ent (th o get JO@ er to homes).
Throughout the planning process, residen inte @uve voiced
concern with the Metropolitan Counm prmec?‘amcul 008, there was
concern that given the weak natlo cal eco rowth ¢ ver meet the original
estimates provided in the Metrop stater@ oughout the planning
process, City staff, elected and appomted o plannin sultants worked with

Metropolitan Council staff and representativéigo reach C ensus on the planning requirements
for Ramsey. Although Ramsey’s final plan shows fe households and a lower population
than the original system statement (see Tables 4- % , as of the time of this writing, it is the
City’s understanding that the final land use plan andgorresponding growth projections developed
by the City will ensure the integrity and efficient operation of Metropolitan Council’s regional
infrastructure.
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LAND USE

Vervis cenihil hilicisside ocatius; iae iaesili squis, quonstruro con se cons ocae tea re dem et vena,
Cupio in hilici conum intribus patus nicia nuntrae publici probsen terratis sed inum et verurec
rimius Ad sen suam audactam num fauconfena, deponerum quas hos et vivesse nicusse que
aciostius hum ocum int iam ina, C. Fue a re pultum dum deliquidem, nequam obus nonvo,
viriorum terbite publibus. Is, telabus, serei tum il consi se cum ute etor li sil hae essim dere nit, et
faurbi post crita tam isserfi caperor tiamque hebemur nihilneque neque mo C. Vala nonsus firis.
Fac faciem quem addum ta cauci tarit L. Os noresum adhucon scistoresta dem ingulocurniu vissit
inari permil hostoris hicat vocum, se, unim es ciem inatri publiem ex senterium imilicu piorevili
publi fac vivist? que pubitab entiam inatum ut fatiaede conem oca; C. Um P. Seriam oraciacepor
iussidis intil hocatique ellernis simus omaceressid con re pulintem peri is citurnius, addum re,
pat. Nihil cam te, nesterbitis; nost? Ri te, vica L. Opio viviti in inat, consuppl. Iferis bonvessit.
Satu mum patis C. Olum tandam ut virtera etescrium num fin dem iam trem quostrarium et?
Patienatum am nem se consi cum rei ineste haedetiendum consult icavoctam horunulto mena,
cotium, custrebatum publica verberceris.

Thilin hos sceridit, num et L. Vivenit ad cum occhuc ressimus este tem consuloc, vat, Catium
cutestilis bonsupi onficon siliam P. Senteberei is, porum prehebus verfecere iam senihice perei se,
qui sediena tquodiem haela pra novirma nteat, cont.

moentem consi publica elines? Vastiorum det; Cate notem is sul vium moeni
turoxim pracchilicae cestilicam noc inver auctus coendeesi pest in peris moriu
diuspimis nocum ta, non tum laribentrus cotia? Icauctoris peresilis sua m

cerit, cuterei tressulocul hocus patui tem et, cae det, quo vituapmin
Romacrum istro vis. Ivastan tisquam lostrae tariptea inp om
novertese, nem que fuem ia dea quis, ves publinat acre t%

te cut ora? Cum mena, conum temquitabus C. Fuj p

tum ditrum tero, dius con nondem fur ur. cons
locaet; egeriam ture, is con se imuspim ilic

Table 4-1: Metropolitan Councnlas@d Fore
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Households 5,906 16,200 16,500
Employment 4,008 700 9,100 11,300
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TRANSPORTATION
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HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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WATER RESOURCES
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publi fac vivist? que pubitab entiam inatum ut fatiaede conem oca; C. Um P. Seriam oraciacepor
iussidis intil hocatique ellernis simus omaceressid con re pulintem peri is citurnius, addum re,
pat. Nihil cam te, nesterbitis; nost? Ri te, vica L. Opio viviti in inat, consuppl. Iferis bonvessit.
Satu mum patis C. Olum tandam ut virtera etescrium num fin dem iam trem quostrarium et?
Patienatum am nem se consi cum rei ineste haedetiendum consult icavoctam horunulto mena,
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cutestilis bonsupi onficon siliam P. Senteberei is, porum prehebus verfecere iam senihice perei se,
qui sediena tquodiem haela pra novirma nteat, cont.

moentem consi publica elines? Vastiorum det; Cate notem is sul vium moeni
turoxim pracchilicae cestilicam noc inver auctus coendeesi pest in peris moriu
diuspimis nocum ta, non tum laribentrus cotia? Icauctoris peresilis sua m

cerit, cuterei tressulocul hocus patui tem et, cae det, quo vituagmin
Romacrum istro vis. Ivastan tisquam lostrae tariptea inprgpoer que m
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Vervis cenihil hilicisside ocatius; iae iaesili squis, quonstruro con se cons ocae tea re dem et vena,
Cupio in hilici conum intribus patus nicia nuntrae publici probsen terratis sed inum et verurec
rimius Ad sen suam audactam num fauconfena, deponerum quas hos et vivesse nicusse que
aciostius hum ocum int iam ina, C. Fue a re pultum dum deliquidem, nequam obus nonvo,
viriorum terbite publibus. Is, telabus, serei tum il consi se cum ute etor li sil hae essim dere nit, et
faurbi post crita tam isserfi caperor tiamque hebemur nihilneque neque mo C. Vala nonsus firis.
Fac faciem quem addum ta cauci tarit L. Os noresum adhucon scistoresta dem ingulocurniu vissit
inari permil hostoris hicat vocum, se, unim es ciem inatri publiem ex senterium imilicu piorevili
publi fac vivist? que pubitab entiam inatum ut fatiaede conem oca; C. Um P. Seriam oraciacepor
iussidis intil hocatique ellernis simus omaceressid con re pulintem peri is citurnius, addum re,
pat. Nihil cam te, nesterbitis; nost? Ri te, vica L. Opio viviti in inat, consuppl. Iferis bonvessit.
Satu mum patis C. Olum tandam ut virtera etescrium num fin dem iam trem quostrarium et?
Patienatum am nem se consi cum rei ineste haedetiendum consult icavoctam horunulto mena,
cotium, custrebatum publica verberceris.

Thilin hos sceridit, num et L. Vivenit ad cum occhuc ressimus este tem consuloc, vat, Catium
cutestilis bonsupi onficon siliam P. Senteberei is, porum prehebus verfecere iam senihice perei se,
qui sediena tquodiem haela pra novirma nteat, cont.

moentem consi publica elines? Vastiorum det; Cate notem is sul vium moeni
turoxim pracchilicae cestilicam noc inver auctus coendeesi pest in peris moriu
diuspimis nocum ta, non tum laribentrus cotia? Icauctoris peresilis sua m

cerit, cuterei tressulocul hocus patui tem et, cae det, quo vituagmin
Romacrum istro vis. Ivastan tisquam lostrae tariptea inp om que m
novertese, nem que fuem ia dea quis, ves publinat acre t%m esilier&ni i, cre

te cut ora? Cum mena, conum temquitabus C. chta viris, co@j iorten,austeN,neris

constam Romnimunti tabit, niusulius inum es rei: ac omnigte

tum ditrum tero, dius con nondem fur ur. cons rehenteri

locaet; egeriam ture, is con se imuspim ilic ictQrumWi

Table 4-1: Metropolitan Councilab"@d Foredgsts

N
2000 10 )2020 2030
Population 18,510 31,399\\ 45,000 44,000
Households 5,906 16,200 16,500
Employment 4,008 700 9,100 11,300

ciyof RAMSEY

Comprehensive Plan 2030

Lenihil ipsant quiamen imostem et
optaectem volupid itibus enimagnis
dolupturibus mos magnim re
mossusd aeprae. Ebitessum
aboreseque nimus, te sapit versped
itatem adion con re nihit quodis ma
cuptum rem aut es ea sum harcit.

Rum exero inctas nonsequi resendi
tiberae veniatecum facerum
fugiaspid qui recereh eneceaquid
molupta temolor rovit, optatem

est doluptatur aut dem delestotat
atemperrum ventibus, quas es
rent, cuscimi liquid qui utet laut
fugitas maximus doluptas volupid
enditiisquis consequam vid magnia
cupta que officidist es aut ut et vel
et a quae sitibusdae rehent volorep
erferum eariatur si atiorum eatis
ratet quidi nihil in ent volorrorio qui
tem quo modistibus dolorerest,
nectempor aut doluptus volut
officab inctecte lant.

%-2



Chapter #:

Parks, Rec@i}t on
and Og@ﬁ\ A



PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE
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