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Committee Report 

C Community Development Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of March 30, 2011 

Item: 2011-70 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date 

Prepared: 
March 22, 2011 

Subject: Mississippi West Regional Park Master Plan, Anoka County 

Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Approve the Mississippi West Regional Park Master Plan (Referral No. 50004-1). 
 

2. Require that Anoka County submit a negotiated cost sharing agreement related to 
the development of the pedestrian overpass described in Phase 5 of the master 
plan to the Metropolitan Council prior to seeking regional parks funding for the 
project, in order for the Council to determine the eligible costs for regional 
funding.  
 

3. Advise Anoka County to work with the City of Ramsey to ensure that the 
Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area and Wild and Scenic River programs and 
standards are implemented during the park development phases. 

 

Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
 

Chair Cunningham inquired about the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area designation.  
Jan Youngquist, Planning Analyst, described that the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) oversees the Mississippi River Critical Area Program.  The Critical Area 
Corridor follows the Mississippi River and stretches from the City of Ramsey in Anoka 
County past Hastings in Dakota County.  The DNR establishes rules for protecting the 
river, similar to zoning code requirements, which are implemented by local municipalities. 

The Community Development Committee unanimously approved the recommendation.  
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Mississippi West Regional Park is a 273 acre park located within the City of Ramsey 
between the Mississippi River and Trunk Highway 10.  The park has 1-1/2 miles of shoreline 
along the Mississippi River and offers a unique setting to provide recreational and 
educational opportunities in the area.  It is part of the Mississippi River Critical Corridor 
Area and the Mississippi National River Recreation Area.  
 
In 1996, a concept master plan was approved by the Metropolitan Council and the park was 
incorporated into the metropolitan regional park system.  Since then it has been updated 
with the Anoka County 20/20 Parks and Recreation Vision Plan and then again in 2006, 
when Anoka County adopted a new Parks and Recreation Comprehensive System Plan.  
Input for the system plan was obtained through a variety of stakeholders, including a 20 
member citizen advisory group and all local units of government in Anoka County.  The 
system plan addresses current and future system needs, including an updated concept plan 
for Mississippi West Regional Park.   
 
This master plan was developed based on the conceptual plan from 1996, the history of 
the land, the existing conditions, nature resources in the area, sustainability, demand for 
additional recreational and educational facilities and accessibility.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concept Plan from 1996 
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The proposed development concept for Mississippi West Regional Park includes many 
recreational amenities typically found in the regional parks; picnic areas, restroom 
buildings, trails, roads and parking lots.  The central feature proposed for Mississippi West 
Regional Park is an interpretive or visitor center that would serve as a “living laboratory” 
that incorporates best management practices in sustainability and natural resource 
restoration, i.e. minimizing impervious surfaces and using native plant species.  Interpretive 
information regarding best management practices will educate visitors regarding 
restoration of disturbed sites in ways that enhance the natural resources and promote long 
term conservation.  In addition, an arboretum style garden will educate visitors on the 
differences between native and non-native plant species in the area and the required 
maintenance for each type.  Facilities of this type require a supporting maintenance facility 
that would be included in the park development. 
 
Development is proposed to occur in phases.  The first phase of development is the design, 
engineering and construction of a temporary road, boat launch and fishing pier on the 
river.  The next phase will be the construction of the necessary infrastructure such as 
roadways, trails, parking lots, utilities, and lighting.  Following that, construction of new 
picnic facilities, restroom buildings, a gatehouse, additional trails, and a play structure will 
occur.  The fourth phase of development will include an interpretive and/or visitor center 
with additional parking, trails and interpretive features, an arboretum style garden, as well 
as natural resource restoration.    
 
As proposed by the City of Ramsey, there could be an additional phase that would include a 
pedestrian overpass for Truck Highway 10 that would connect the park with Ramsey Town 
Center.  This phase could occur earlier depending on available funding. 
 
Estimated costs for each phase are as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annual operations and maintenance costs for the park are estimated to be about 
$140,000.    
 
 
 

Concept Development Estimate   
  Total 

Item Cost 

Phase I - Boat Launch Construction  $         400,000  

Phase 2 - Infrastructure Development    $      2,290,000  

Phase 3 - Park Facility Development  $      1,570,000  

Phase 4 - Visitor Center Development  $      1,780,000  

Phase 5 - Pedestrian Crossing Development  $      2,585,000  

Total   $      8,625,000  
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Anoka County will be responsible to provide the on-going daily and general routine 
maintenance of the park.   Anoka County will inspect the park and trails regularly and will 
provide any capital improvements the park requires, such as bituminous overlays, 
reroofing, etc.  Park signs will be provided and maintained by the county.   
 
Revenue for the operation and maintenance of the park will come from the Anoka County 
Parks and Recreation Department’s annual operations and maintenance budget, which 
includes revenues from picnic shelter rentals, room rentals, programs, and park entrance 
fees.  Supplementary funding is provided through the Regional Park Operations and 
Maintenance Grant Program.   

 

Master Plan for Mississippi West Regional Park 
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II. BACKGROUND 
 

A. Park History 
 

Mississippi West Regional Park was incorporated into the metropolitan regional 
park system in 1996.  Since then, little recreation development has occurred due to 
a life estate within the park, which ended in 2007.   The County has restored 49.9 
acres of fallow fields to native prairie habitat and continues to restore the 
remaining fields as funding allows.  In 2008, the County partnered with the City of 
Ramsey on a storm water outlet project related to the development of the Ramsey 
Town Center.  This project ultimately provided a bituminous trail on top of a storm 
water outlet to the Mississippi River providing easy access to the river.  Outside of 
this trail and a few fire breaks which serve as natural surface walking trails, there 
are no other recreational amenities in the park currently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mississippi 
West  

Regional  
Park 
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B. Existing Conditions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First and foremost, the park has approximately 1-1/2 miles of river frontage along 
the Mississippi River, which provides several extraordinary scenic vistas of the river. 
 Foster and Cloquet Islands have remained relatively undisturbed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 View of Mississippi River from the park 

Aerial view of Mississippi West Regional Park 
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The park contains fairly level topography with the majority of relief located at an 
old gravel pit and along the river.  Due to the relief in those areas and erosion that 
has occurred, sections of the banks should be repaired to reduce and avoid further 
sediment loading into the river.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mississippi River bank erosion 

Elevation contours in park 
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Soil Types  

The majority of the soil types within the park are Hubbard course sand with 0-12% 
slopes.  The remaining soils are Becker, very fine sandy loam and Dickman sandy 
loam with 0-6 % slopes.  There are a few small areas that have been cut and filled 
along the existing road. Therefore, overall the soils in the park are very suitable for 
development.   
 
The soils of Foster and Cloquet Islands are an alluvial mix that floods frequently, 
therefore no development is proposed for the islands, although some natural 
resource restoration may occur.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A wetland review was performed in September 2010.   Anoka County Soil Survey 
and the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) were referenced as well as conducting 
an onsite review.  There were no hydric soils and no wetlands as inventoried by the 
NWI except for those directly associated with the river.  See Appendix. 
 
Other existing natural resources include previously disturbed woodland and 
grassland areas, riparian edges and river bluffs, which contain several invasive 
species that will need to be eliminated and restored with native species.   Native 
prairie has been restored in some areas of the park and the remaining fields are 
scheduled to be restored to a native grassland/prairie sometime in the future.  
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Current access to the park is through an uncontrolled intersection off Trunk 
Highway 10 and follows a gravel road (Traprock Street) back into the park.  Long-
term plans will provide access off of Riverdale Drive through a signalized 
intersection at CSAH 56/Ramsey Blvd.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Currently, there are a few existing structures 
in the park: one habitable house, one 
uninhabitable house, a few garage buildings 
and several outbuildings.  Most structures, 
other than the habitable house, are in a state 
of disrepair and pose liability issues.  The 
structures are proposed to be demolished and 
removed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Move Park Access 
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C. Surrounding Amenities 
 

A few of the surrounding amenities include the proposed Mississippi River Regional 
Trail (MRT), which runs adjacent to the river from Elk River to Minneapolis and 
traverses through Mississippi West Regional Park.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ramsey Town Center (RTC) is a 369.5 acre development north of Highway 10 and 
the park.  RTC was planned to include 2400 residential units and 1.65 million square 
feet of commercial, industrial, and institutional space.  In addition, the City of 
Ramsey proposes a Northstar Commuter Station and a pedestrian overpass over 
Trunk Highway 10.  
 
Approximately one mile west of the Anoka County/ 
Sherburne County line is the historic Oliver Kelley 
Farm. This farm is owned by the Minnesota 
Historical Society and is used as an interpretive 
center and working example of an 1860’s Farm. 
 
 
 
 

Amenities around Mississippi West Regional Park 
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D. Historical/Cultural Background Information 
 

At this time, the County is unaware of any known or suspected archaeological 
resources in the area that will be affected by this project.  The State Historical 
Preservation Office will be consulted for further information as park development 
occurs.  

 
III. BOUNDARIES AND ACQUISITION COSTS 

 
All parcels within the park boundary are currently under County ownership.  Therefore, 
there will be no boundary changes or acquisition costs related to the proposed master plan 
development.  To address potential park impacts due to a proposed interchange at CSAH 
56/TH 10, a Memorandum of Understanding has been signed by the Metropolitan Council, 
MN Department of Transportation, MN Department of Natural Resources and Anoka 
County.   See Appendix.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. STEWARDSHIP PLAN 
 

Management and stewardship of the park thus far has entailed natural resource 
restoration throughout the park.   Approximately 50 acres of fallow agricultural fields have 
been restored to a native grassland prairie mix and current plans are to restore another 23 

Park Boundary 
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acres.  Future plans include woodland restoration, bluff/riparian edge restoration and 
completing the remaining grassland prairie restoration.   
 
Currently, there is a Parks and Recreation staff member who lives in the existing house and 
serves as caretaker for the park.  This staff member has been able to notify the Department 
of any maintenance or operations issues that arise, allowing quick resolution.   
 
Future park development would require balancing the impacts of recreational 
development with the restored natural resources in the park and sustainable development. 
  
 

V. DEMAND FORECAST 
 

Regional parks and trails have been increasing in popularity and as the population grows, 
the need for additional recreation sources and amenities grows as well.  The population in 
Anoka County has been growing steadily and is predicted to grow 38% in the next 25 years. 
The City of Ramsey is predicted to grow approximately 32% from the year 2010 to the year 
2030.  This will create a very high demand for recreational opportunities.   
 
Population Forecast* 

     City of Ramsey        
2010 30,000   
2020 43,000   
2030   44,000   

*Metropolitan Council 2030 Regional Development Framework – System Statement 
 
The outdoor recreational use patterns in the metropolitan area have been growing 
steadily.  From 1995 to 2009, recreational visits to Anoka County regional parks and trails 
increased by almost 70% and is currently over 3.0 million visits per year. 
 
According to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 2004 Outdoor Recreation 
Participation Survey of Minnesotans, nearly 82% indicated that outdoor recreation is “very 
important” or “moderately important” in their lives.   Popular trail related activities are 
walking, hiking, biking, running, jogging or inline skating.    
 
In addition, the Statewide Health Initiative Program (SHIP) is promoting living longer, 
healthier lives through the reduction in obesity and increased physical activity.  Currently, 
Anoka County has received a SHIP grant to increase access to parks and trails and increase 
education regarding health, wellness and outdoor recreation.   
 
With the population growth expected, the increase in recreational visits to regional parks 
and trails, and the increased concern for health and wellness, the demand for additional 
recreational facilities will increase.   
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VI. DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT 

 
The proposed development concept for Mississippi West Regional Park includes many 
recreational amenities typically found in the regional parks: picnicking areas, restroom 
buildings, trails, roads and parking lots. The central feature proposed for Mississippi West 
Regional Park is an interpretive or visitor center that would serve as a “living laboratory” 
that incorporates best management practices in sustainability and natural resource 
restoration.  In addition, an arboretum style garden will education visitors between the 
differences of native and non-native plant species in the area and the required 
maintenance for each type.  Best management practices will educate visitors about 
restoring disturbed sites in ways that enhance the natural resources, promote long term 
conservation, and use less costly alternative energy sources.  In addition, a supporting 
maintenance facility will be included in the development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Master Plan for Mississippi West Regional Park 
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Development would occur in phases.  The first phase of development is the design, 
engineering and construction of a temporary road, boat/canoe launch and fishing pier 
providing access to the river. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase 1: Boat Launch Development Estimate 

Item 
Total Cost 

(2010) 
Design/Engineering (in-kind)  $                -    
Boat Launch Road/Parking Lot  $     190,000  
Boat Launch  $       40,000  
Temporary Access Road  $       50,000  
Fishing Pier  $       40,000  
Signs  $         5,000  
Topographic Survey / Construction Staking  $       10,000  
Removal/Demolition of House and Hazard Material Abatement  $       40,000  
Permits (City, Watershed, DNR, COE, NPS)  $         5,000  

 Subtotal   $     380,000  
Contingency and Fees  $       20,000  

Total   $     400,000  

Phase 1 Development at Mississippi West Regional Park 
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The next phase of development will be the design, engineering and construction of the 
main infrastructure for the park.  This would include construction of roadways, parking lots, 
trails, utilities, installation of city water or a well, installation of city sanitary lines or a 
septic system and a maintenance facility.  In addition, there would be some natural 
resource restoration and the installation of an observation deck or two.  Lighting, signing 
and site furnishings for the roadway, parking lots and trails would be included in this phase 
as well.  Existing structures would be torn down and removed.   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase 2: Infrastructure Development Estimate   

Item 
Total Cost 

(2010) 
Design & Engineering  $     170,000  
Roadways / Parking Lots  $     950,000  
Regional and Park Trails  $     250,000  
Maintenance Facility  $     300,000  
Utilities - Water/Sanitary/Electric/Fiber  $     150,000  
Observation decks  $     100,000  
Natural Resource Restoration  $       25,000  
Lighting/Signage and Site Furnishings  $       25,000  
Geotechnical Survey/Wetland Delineation and Assessment  $       25,000  
Survey/Construction Staking  $       25,000  
Material Abatement  $       60,000  
Permits (City, Watershed, DNR, COE, NPS)  $       10,000  

 Subtotal   $   2,090,000  
Fees and Contingency  $     200,000  

Total   $   2,290,000  

Phase 2 Development at Mississippi West Regional Park 
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After the infrastructure is in place, the next phase of development would include the 
construction of a few new facilities, such as three picnic shelters, one to two restroom 
buildings, a gatehouse, additional trails, a play structure, utilities, lighting and site 
furnishings as well as some additional natural resource restoration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase 3: Park Facility Development Estimate 

Item 
Total Cost 

(2010) 
Design - Architectural & Engineering Services  $     120,000  
Picnic Shelters (3)  $     600,000  
Restroom Building (2)  $     200,000  
Entrance Gate/POC station  $     100,000  
Connector Trails  $     150,000  
Play Structure  $     100,000  
Utilities  $       50,000  
Natural Resource Restoration  $       25,000  
Lighting, Signage and Site Furnishings  $       25,000  

Geotechnical Survey/Wetland Delineation and Assessment  $       25,000  
Survey/Construction Staking  $       25,000  
Permits (City, Watershed, DNR, COE, NPS)  $       10,000  

 Subtotal   $   1,430,000  
Fees and Contingency  $     140,000  

Total   $   1,570,000  

Phase 3 Development at Mississippi West Regional Park 
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The fourth phase of development would include an interpretive and/or visitor center with 
additional parking, trails and interpretive features, as well as natural resource restoration 
and maintenance.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phase 4: Visitor Center Development Estimate   

Item 
Total Cost 

(2010) 
Design - Architectural & Engineering Services  $     120,000  
Interpretive / Visitor Center  $     800,000  
Site Work and Parking Lot  $     300,000  
Trails and Interpretive features  $     150,000  
Natural Resource Restoration  $       40,000  
Utilities  $     100,000  
Lighting, Signage and Site Furnishings  $       50,000  
Geotechnical Survey/Wetland Delineation and Assessment  $       25,000  
Survey/Construction Staking  $       25,000  
Permits (City, Watershed, DNR, COE, NPS)  $       10,000  

 Subtotal   $   1,620,000  
Fees and Contingency  $     160,000  

Total   $   1,780,000  

Phase 4 Development at Mississippi West Regional Park 
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The final phase of development would include a pedestrian overpass for Trunk Highway 10 
that would connect the park with Ramsey Town Center.  Estimated costs for the overpass 
would mostly likely shared between the MN Department of Transportation, Anoka County 
and the City of Ramsey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase 5: Pedestrian Connection Estimate   

Item 
Total Cost 

(2010) 
Design & Engineering Services  $       200,000  
Pedestrian Bridge  $   2,000,000  
Lighting, Signage & Site Furnishings  $       75,000  
Survey/Construction Staking  $       50,000  
Geotechnical Survey/Wetland Delineation and Assessment  $       50,000  
Permits (City, Watershed, DNR, COE, NPS)  $       10,000  

 Subtotal   $   2,385,000  
Fees and Contingency  $      200,000  

Total   $   2,585,000  
 

Phase 5 Development at Mississippi West Regional Park 
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VII. CONFLICTS 
 

Conflicts related to park development will be kept to a minimum through proper planning 
and community involvement.  With any new development in an existing residential area, 
there are common concerns among the area residents that are adjacent to the park or trail. 
   
One of these concerns is the effect the increased usage of the park will have on their 
safety, security and privacy.  Generally, regional parks in the metropolitan area do not have 
a high number of criminal activities related to park use.  Privacy is always a  concern and 
Anoka County will work with the affected residents to minimize perceived impacts.  Various 
methods will be used, such as vegetated buffer or shifting a trail when possible, with the 
best methods being determined by Anoka County.   
 
Conflicts between pedestrians and vehicular traffic will be kept to a minimum by creating 
an entrance road at the signalized intersection of TH 10 and CSAH 56.  
 
There are plans to construct an interchange at Trunk Highway 10 and CSAH 56/Ramsey 
Blvd.  This will impact the park by requiring approximately eight (8) acres of parkland be 
converted to highway uses for the project.  To minimize the impacts to the park in the 
future, current plans avoid any development in the potentially impacted area and 
replacement land has been tentatively identified.  A Memorandum of Understanding has 
been signed by the Metropolitan Council, MN Department of Transportation, MN 
Department of Natural Resources and Anoka County that addresses with issue.   See 
Appendix.  
 
Where the park is in close proximity to Highway 10, additional screening and buffering will 
be utilized to enhance the safety, aesthetics and quality of the park.    
 
In addition, signage within the park will alert users of potential conflict areas, i.e. street 
crossings, driveway crossings, pedestrian cross-traffic, etc., and provide wayfinding and 
interpretive information.    

 
VIII. PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
As outlined in the Development Concept, the planned public services and facilities for the 
park will occur in phases, but initial development will provide a temporary access road, a 
boat/canoe launch and parking lot for access to the river.  Portable toilets will be provided 
until a restroom building can be constructed.   

 
IX. OPERATIONS  

 
Anoka County Ordinance #2007-1 regulates the parks and trails under the jurisdiction of 
Anoka County and will be enforced by the local police departments and the Anoka County 
Sheriff’s Department.   



 

Page 19 of 22 

  
 

 
Anoka County will be responsible to provide the on-going daily and general routine 
maintenance of the park.  This will include such maintenance as mowing, sweeping, 
plowing, clearing, debris removal, etc.  Solid waste will be collected from trash and 
recycling receptacles located at high use areas and at regular intervals along the park trails. 
Anoka County will inspect the park and trails regularly and will provide any capital 
improvements the park requires, such as bituminous overlays, reroofing, etc.  Park signs 
will be provided and maintained by the County.   
 
Annual operations and maintenance costs for the park are estimated to be about 
$140,000.   
 
Revenue for the operation and maintenance of the park will come from the Anoka County 
Parks and Recreation Department’s annual operations and maintenance budget, which 
includes revenues from picnic shelter rentals, room rentals, programs, parks entrance fees 
and the County general fund.  Supplementary funding is provided through the Regional 
Park Operations and Maintenance Grant Program.   
 
The County will research the most energy efficient models in sustainable construction 
methods when developing the park.   Currently, Anoka County employs remote building 
automation systems that save the department $5,000-$10,000 per year compared to 
traditional energy monitoring systems.  New building construction would include alternate 
heating and cooling methods, such as geo-thermal heating and cooling.  
 
Anoka County through the Environmental Services Department has a refuse and recycling 
policy that requires recycling of paper, plastics, etc.  In the past, Anoka County has typically 
used recycled materials as much as possible for buildings and furnishing for the low 
maintenance these materials require.   

 
X. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

 
Anoka County works with regulatory agencies and local units of government in the master 
planning process.  The Mississippi National River Recreation Area, a part of the National 
Park System, and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources was allowed the 
opportunity to comment on this Master Plan.  City of Ramsey staff and City Council 
members were invited to comment on the plan as well. 
 
In addition, an open house was held on October 20, 2010.   A notice was published in the 
local weekly newspaper and on the Anoka County website a few weeks prior to the 
meeting.   In addition, post card invitations were mailed out to nearby residents and local 
city and county officials.   
 
A total of 18 citizens attended the open house.  Virtually all attendees were in support of 
the proposed plan.  Residents were particularily appreciative of the current and planned 
protection and restoration of natural resources in the park and the minimized impact to 
adjoining residences through careful design and setbacks of any planned development.  
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Some additional comments and suggestions were:  
• Allow for pontoon use of the boat launch; 
• Post a sign to advise boaters of shallow waters or low water conditions; 
• Restrict launch use to non-motorized boats because of shallow waters;  
• No buildings near residential areas; 
• Excited for the trails and connectivity between Ramsey and Anoka through the 

Mississippi River Trail.  
 
Comments specific to the boat launch will be addressed and incorporated into the design 
phase of that project.   
 
Refer to Appendix for the public notices.  

 
XI. PUBLIC AWARENESS 

 
Public awareness is an important component to regional park and trail systems.   
 
As development occurs, the County will provide public education efforts through the 
Metropolitan Council’s regional-wide awareness program, as well as, public information 
maps, websites, publications and brochures provided by Anoka County Parks and 
Recreation Department.  Since the park is located in the Mississippi National River 
Recreation Area, Anoka County will also work with National Park Service staff to provide 
information regarding the park.  
 

XII. ACCESSIBILITY  
 

Anoka County continually strives to provide equal access to all residents of Anoka County.  
Park and trail use is open to any and all citizens.  There is a nominal $5.00 vehicle entrance 
fee to help offset maintenance and operations costs, but if visitors use public 
transportation, walk or bicycle to the park, entry is free, which minimizes economic barriers 
for park visitors.  In addition, to public transportation, the Anoka County “Traveler” 
provides transportation services to the citizens of Anoka County for a minimal fee.  This 
service offers rides to specific locations and is available to those in need.  
 
The facilities and amenities within the park, as well as, access points will conform to the 
standards mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act.   

 
XIII. NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
Anoka County has maintained a strong commitment to preserving and restoring natural 
resources within its parks and open space system.  The expansive 10,500 acre park system 
contains a diverse system of wildlife species and natural areas including upland forests, 
deciduous woodlands, upland prairies, forested wetlands, shrub wetlands and open 
wetlands. To manage the natural resources and maintain the parks identity and natural 
connection to the river, Anoka County will provide for: 
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• The protection, restoration and enhancement of native plant and animal 

habitats throughout the park; 
• Protection and improvement of water and soil resources; 
• Increase public awareness regarding the diverse natural resources in the 

area; and  
• Sustainable practices related to park development, operations and 

maintenance.   
 
General natural resources management strategies include identifying and assessing 
remnant plant and animal communities, monitoring rare species, controlling invasive 
species, ecologically restoring native plant and animal habitat, controlling detrimental 
insects and disease, wildlife management, enhancing water quality, erosion control and 
cooperative land stewardship.   
 
A sustainable development framework is utilized in all new park and trail development and 
redevelopment to ensure ecologically sound land stewardship with an emphasis on 
maintaining the longevity of the facilities for public benefit. 
 
The following natural resource management components are an integral part of Anoka 
County’s planning efforts associated with the development of Mississippi West Regional 
Park: 
 
1. Anoka County’s Natural Resources Unit will be directly involved with the design, 

construction and monitoring of the proposed park development.  A concerted 
emphasis will be placed on avoiding and minimizing any adverse impacts to the 
plant and animal habitat, as well as to the overall watershed.  In addition, Anoka 
County will focus on incorporating local native seed and plant material that will 
compliment the ecology and function of the surrounding native plant communities. 
  

2. Protection of surface water and ground water resources will be a top priority for 
this project.  Anoka County will work very closely with the Cities of Ramsey and 
Anoka, the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization, the National 
Park Service’s Mississippi National River Recreation Area, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources and the Metropolitan Council to ensure the 
standards and requirements for resource protection are consistent with the 
Council’s model ordinance for storm water management. 

 
3. The overall vegetation management goal for Anoka County is to identify restoration 

needs and to define and implement adaptive management strategies that will 
sustain the biological diversity, production, and function of native plant 
communities.  Vegetation management within Mississippi West Regional Park will 
focus on preserving native plants, introducing local native plants, maintaining water 
quality within the watershed and providing for linear plant and wildlife corridor 
connections.  The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources reference 
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“Guidelines for Managing and Restoring Natural Plant Communities  Along Trails 
and Waterways” will be used as part of the long term management plan for this 
park.   

 
Considering that ecosystems are dynamic and continually changing over time and space, an 
adaptive management approach and framework fits very well with the County’s practice of 
ecological restoration and stewardship.  In the context of ecological restoration, the 
following adaptive management principles will guide the stewardship plan for Mississippi 
West Regional Park; 

 
1. Problem Assessment: 

Define the scope of degradation to the site, synthesize the existing knowledge 
about it, and explore the potential outcomes of alternative restoration actions. 

2. Design: 
Design a restoration plan and monitoring program that will provide reliable 
feedback and information about the effectiveness of restoration methods. 

3. Implementation: 
Effective restoration is usually a multi-step process, requiring not only installation, 
but many years of maintenance and monitoring.  Anoka County’s Natural Resources 
Unit has begun restoring natural plant communities within Mississippi West 
Regional Park.  At the time of acquisition, 121 acres of the property consisted of 
agricultural fields and pasture land.  Since acquisition, Anoka County’s Natural 
Resources Unit has restored 49.9 acres to native prairie with another 23.3 acres 
scheduled for restoration in 2011.  The objective of the Natural Resources Unit is to 
restore the remaining acreage as funding becomes available. 

4. Monitoring: 
Biological indicators are monitored to determine how effective the restoration 
methods are in meeting the project objectives. 

5. Evaluation: 
The actual outcomes are compared to the anticipated outcomes.  In addition, the 
reasons for the underlying differences are interpreted. 

6. Adjustment: 
Practices, objectives, and models used during the restoration process may lead to 
reassessment of the problem, new questions, and new options to try in a continual 
cycle of improvement for a given project. 

 
Management and stewardship practices for maintenance in the park will include periodic 
mowing, prescribed fire management, invasive species surveys, hazard tree assessments, 
seed collection and propagation, invasive species removal, turf management, brush and 
tree maintenance, erosion control, forest health assessments and maintenance, wildlife 
surveys and management as needed, and interpretive signage.  Maintenance and 
stewardship practices also include regular trimming of trees and vegetation along 
roadways, trail corridors, park facilities and structures. 
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Minnesota Land Cover Classification System 
 

A natural resource inventory of land cover types was conducted using the Minnesota Land 
Cover Classification System (MLCCS).    Anoka County conducted a ground survey of 
Mississippi West Regional Park in September, 2010.  The following community types were 
identified and classified as:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MN Land Cover Classification 
 



 

 
 

MLCC Legend for Mississippi West Regional Park: 
 

11229 Artificial surfaces with deciduous trees…other deciduous trees (4.6 acres) 
21110 Upland soils with planted, maintained or cultivated coniferous trees (9.6 

acres) 
21213 Planted, maintained or cultivated deciduous trees…other deciduous trees 

(6.5 acres) 
23211 Planted or maintained grasses…short grasses (4.1 acres) 
24210 Upland soils with cultivated close grown cropland (3.7 acres) 
32170 Upland deciduous trees…altered/non-native deciduous forest (54.7 acres) 
32210  Upland deciduous forest…floodplain forest (5.2 acres) 
32211 Upland deciduous forest…floodplain forest, silver maple subtype (46.5 

acres) 
41130 Upland coniferous woodland…eastern red cedar woodland (7.4 acres) 
42130 Upland deciduous woodland…altered/non-native deciduous woodland (1 

acre) 
43110 Mixed coniferous – deciduous woodland…altered/non-native woodland 

(11.7 acres) 
61110 Tall upland herbaceous vegetation…mesic prairie (19.7 acres) 
61213 Medium-tall upland herbaceous…dry prairie, sand-gravel subtype (13.9 

acres) 
61220 Medium-tall upland herbaceous…medium-tall non-native dominated 

herbaceous vegetation (72.2 acres) 
61320 Tall upland herbaceous vegetation…wet-meadow-temporarily flooded (1 

acre) 
62140 Grasslands with sparse deciduous trees…non-native dominated herbaceous 

vegetation with sparse deciduous trees (6.6 acres)  
 
 
 





 

 

 
October 20, 2010  
 
Susan Overson 
National Park Service 
Mississippi National River Recreation Area 
111 E. Kellogg Blvd. Suite 105 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Re:  Draft Master Plan for Mississippi West Regional Park 
 
 
Dear Susan: 
 
Enclosed please find a draft master plan for Mississippi West Regional Park located in Ramsey, 
MN.    
 
As you know, the park is located within the Mississippi National River Recreation Area and is 
located along the Mississippi River Trail.  When complete, the development of the park will 
provide a convenient stopping point along the MNRRA corridor either by boat or by bicycle. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to review and comment on the plan at your 
earliest convenience.   
 
I look forward to working with you on the development of this park.   If you have any questions, 
you can contact me at 763-767-2865 or via e-mail at karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us.  
 
Thank you and regards, 
 
 
 
Karen Blaska 
Park Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us�


 

 

 
 
October 20, 2010  
 
Molly Shodeen 
Department of Natural Resources 
1200 Warner Road  
St. Paul, MN 55106  
 
Re:  Draft Master Plan for Mississippi West Regional Park 
 
Dear Molly: 
 
Enclosed please find a draft master plan for Mississippi West Regional Park located in Ramsey, 
MN.   As you know, the park is located along the Mississippi River and provides great access to 
the river.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to review and comment on the plan at your 
earliest convenience.   
 
I look forward to working with you on the development of this park.   If you have any questions, 
you can contact me at 763-767-2865 or via e-mail at karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us.  
 
Thank you and regards, 
 
 
 
Karen Blaska 
Park Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us�


 

 

 
 

October 11, 2010  
 
Amber Miller 
Planning Manager 
City of Ramsey 
7550 Sunwood Drive NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
 
Re:  Draft Master Plan for Mississippi West Regional Park 
 
 
Dear Amber: 
 
Enclosed please find a draft master plan for Mississippi West Regional Park located in Ramsey, 
MN.   I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to review and comment on the plan at 
your earliest convenience.   
 
The Anoka County Parks and Recreation Department is holding a public meeting on October 
20th, 2010 from 4:00pm to 7:00pm at Ramsey Municipal Center, to obtain public comment on 
the plan.  
 
If you have any questions, you can contact me at 763-767-2865 or via e-mail at 
karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us.  
 
Thank you and regards, 
 
 
 
Karen Blaska 
Park Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us�
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