
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Park and Recreation Commission
Thursday, August 10, 2017

Lake Itasca Trailhead, 15700 Okapi Street NW, Ramsey
(North Armstrong Blvd/West Alpine Dr/North Marmoset St/left 156th Ln to Okapi St)

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, MEETING WILL MOVE TO CITY HALL

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1.   Approve Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes
 

5. Commission Business
 

1.   Follow-up on Visioning Exercise and Discuss Objectives—Parks Master Plan
 

2.   Approve Parks and Recreation Master Plan Survey
 

3.   Discuss Parks’ Precedent Plan Comparisons
 

4.   Review Concept Plan for 175 Unit Market Rate Apartment in The COR; Case of Inland Group
 

5.   Recommend 2017 Parks Capital Improvement Project(s)—Priority Trail Connections
 

6. Commission/Staff Input
 

1.   Commission/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services
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To review and approve Park and Recreation Commission meeting minutes dated June 8, 2017.

Notification:
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Recommendation:

Action:
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 

The Ramsey Park and Recreation Commission conducted a regular meeting on June 8, 2017 at 

Elmcrest Park, 16303 Quicksilver Street NW. 

 

Commission Members Present: Chair Shane Bennett 

     Commissioner Russell Bayer 

     Commissioner Andrew Fyten 

     Commissioner Jennifer Leistico 

     Commissioner Brandon Sis 

     Commissioner Charles Tchuinkwa  

     Commissioner Jon Trappen 

           

Commission Members Absent: None   

 

Also Present:   Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 

    Heather Lorch, Capstone Homes 

    Bruce Jacobsen, Consultant     

         

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Bennett called the Park and Recreation Commission meeting to order at 6:39 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

No one was present to address the Commission. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Sis, seconded by Commissioner Bayer, to approve the Park and 

Recreation Commission meeting agenda as presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chair Bennett, Commissioners Sis, Bayer, Fyten, Leistico, 

Tchuinkwa, and Trappen. Voting No:  None.  Absent:  

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion by Commissioner Trappen, seconded by Commissioner Leistico, to approve the 

following Park and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes: 
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1) Park and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes dated May 11, 2017. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chair Bennett, Commissioners Trappen, Leistico, Bayer, Fyten, 

Sis, and Tchuinkwa. Voting No:  None.  Absent:  

  

5. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

5.01 Recommend Park Dedication Components of the Development Agreement; 

Riverstone Subdivision 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood provided a summary of the 

purpose and background of this case noting for the last several months, the specifics of Park 

Dedication (land, cash or improvements for the proposed mini-park) for the proposed Riverstone 

Subdivision has been discussed between Capstone Homes and the City. There continues to be 

strong consensus on providing credit for the land needed for the greenway trail and the associated 

improvements. In contrast, there had not been clear consensus on aspects of Capstone’s proposed 

mini-park, commonly known as Outlot C. 

 

Since there was no agreement on the matter of Outlot C, Staff brought the matter to the City 

Council Work Session on April 25, 2017 in light of the long-standing policy “…to favor larger, 

accessible neighborhood and community public parks with quality amenities and improvements, 

and provide trail connections between them, over smaller, pocket parks with few to no 

‘destination’ improvements”. This discussion was intended to address whether the City should 

consider full, partial, or no Park Dedication credit for Outlot C proposed by the Developer. The 

outcome of the work session topic was to address the policy itself. This occurred as part of a joint 

meeting between council and the Park and Recreation Commission meeting on May 9, 2017. 

 

Following the joint meeting, Staff prepared alternatives for Park Dedication relating to Outlot C 

which was the subject of considerable discussion at the last Park and Recreation Commission 

meeting (May 11, 2017). Following that meeting, three alternatives were developed relating to 

Outlot C and on May 23, 2017 City Council selected “Alternative 2” for the basis of the Park 

Dedication for the Riverstone Subdivision. The three alternatives developed were: 

 

Alternative 1 – Outlot C – Not Credit Eligible. 

Alternative 2 – Outlot C – Primarily Credit Eligible. 

Alternative C – Outlot C – Full Park Dedication credit consistent with Capstone’s April Park 

Dedication memo. 

 

Mr. Riverblood reviewed the details of Alternative 2 – Outlot C – Primarily Credit Eligible, 

which was the Council selected Park Dedication scenario, and directs that the mini-park 

development be “unique” (nature-based play) and ancillary to greenway trail (either contiguous, 

or effective and safe pedestrian crossing of adjoining street). No land credit for the mini-park 

area is calculated under this alternative, as the Developer is requesting the mini-park and 

deviation from the Park plan and Park Development Policy. The land dedication for the mini-

park (approximately one acre), is thoroughly consistent with the requirements of the PUD, which 

is the land use mechanism under which the Riverstone Subdivision is to be developed. 
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Outlot C “park”       Park Dedication Credit 

 

Nature Based Playground       $100,000 

Landscaping irrigation (with H20 feature for play area)   $100,000 

Pavilion         $50,000 

Parking (parallel to street)       $4,620 

On-street pedestrian safety treatments (50% park ded, 50% developer) $5,000 

Benches (4)         $7,680 

Drinking fountain and mister with pet attachment    $8,000 

Water and sewer services/stubs (Developer expense) 

Sidewalk(s) parallel to street (Developer expense) 

Total not to exceed Park Dedication credit amount    $275,300 

 

Max Credit - $275,300 (if other improvements are desired by the developer e.g. monument/sign, 

these shall be at the developers expense). 

 

The Development Agreement (DA) shall specify that the park shall be developed as a Stage 1 

improvement and be substantially complete by August 1, 2018. All improvements and 

specifications shall be pre-approved by the City, with the Developer bearing all costs of bidding, 

administration, permitting (if any) as well as construction administration. The park construction 

agreement will be a reimbursable project, with the developer paying all cash Park Dedication 

owed, with the City issuing associated payment for each improvement as they are completed and 

accepted – for a total not-to-exceed amount of $275,300. 

 

Provided for Commission review were the following: 

 

Outlot C location map. 

Draft City Council May 23, 2017 Meeting Minutes. 

May 11, Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 

Draft City Council Work Session/Joint Meeting with Park and Recreation Commission. 

Area Parks Plan (synopsis). 

Capstone proposal April 2017. 

Example Development Agreement. 

Example of Nature Based Play Area. 

 

Mr. Riverblood also provided two exhibits provided by Capstone Homes. One element of 

considerable discussion in May was the width of the greenway – and a concern that it was too 

narrow and not conducive for the movement of wildlife. On the drawings, the thick black 

easement line was traced with a red dashed line. These lines represent the area that would be 

subject to Park Dedication credit (the 10’ foot bituminous trail, plus the 2’ clear zone on either 

side). The dimensions are indicated in white on the drawing. Another element relating to the 

greenway corridor’s use/value for wildlife, would be appropriate plantings/landscape.  
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Staff is recommending the Park and Recreation Commission recommend the City Council 

approve the Preliminary Play for the Riverstone Subdivision with the detail above included 

within the Development Agreement to fulfill Park Dedication and Trail Fees, with Cash payment 

calculated per lot after credit is applied for completed park and trail improvements, as well as 

areas of trail easement. 

 

A drawing of the concept was provided for Commission review. Ms. Heather Lorch representing 

Capstone was present at the meeting.  

 

Ms. Lorch provided examples. She stated she has spent countless hours working on these 

concepts to meet the needs of Ramsey residents. The lots are smaller and at a lower price point. 

She stated a park element would be a good addition to the project. She has been working with the 

architect and have looked at different communities to view as examples. The architect’s designs 

are providing elements that are within the budget while creating the best project they can. The 

trail was designed as 10 feet wide with 2 feet easements on either side. The trail was inserted 

after the first revision when the lots had already been determined. This is the reason the trail is 

somewhat winding through the project. One area she pointed out on the map is rather tight due to 

some drainage issues and a retaining wall will be created along with natural plantings. Within the 

cost limits they will make every effort to naturalize the area with the use of pollinators and 

prairie grasses. 

 

Mr. Riverblood stated the trail will be “off center” due to a wetland area. Ms. Lorch distributed 

to the Commission another drawing which detailed further the trail location. Mr. Riverblood 

stated the developer and staff are in agreement with what the Council has requested. This will 

come before Council in the form of a resolution.  

 

Ms. Lorch stated one of the conditions is they will work closely with Mr. Riverblood and staff 

and the project results will be a collaboration.  

 

Chair Bennett stated the work that has been done is good and it fits the needs of the subdivision.  

 

Commissioner Sis asked if there is any divider between the townhomes and the trail and Ms. 

Lorch said at this point there is no intention to have a divider.  

 

Commissioner Leistico left the meeting at 6:56 p.m. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Trappen, seconded by Commissioner Tchuinkwa to recommend City 

Council approve the Preliminary Play for the Riverstone Subdivision with the detail above 

included within the Development Agreement to fulfill Park Dedication and Trail Fees, with Cash 

payment calculated per lot after credit is applied for completed park and trail improvements, as 

well as areas of trail easement. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chair Bennett, Commissioners Trappen, Tchuinkwa, Bayer, and 

Fyten. Voting No: Commissioner Sis.  Absent: Commissioner Leistico 
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5.02: Review Update on The COR Interim Development Plan 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reviewed the Commission is 

requested to review a preliminary draft of The COR Interim Development Plan, which essentially 

puts into motion a more formal amendment to the master plan. Details of the recommendations 

prepared by the Planning Commission were provided for Commission review. Mr. Riverblood 

noted direction from the April 25, 2017 Joint Work Session was to review this draft with 

advisory boards and commissions. The draft was reviewed by the Economic Development 

Authority on May 25, 2017. The Park and Recreation Commission and Environmental Policy 

Board will review the draft at their June 2017 meetings. Staff will be seeking authorization for 

public comment on the draft in July 2017.  There were some revisions to the plan in 2011. At one 

point there appeared to be conflicting goals for The COR’s development plan—one being to sell 

the land, and get the city out of the business of being a developer, the other to ‘hold the vision’. 

A market panel was held which brought a lot of clarity to questions of market forces and the 

potentiality for big box retail etc. This evening is the second opportunity for the Park and 

Recreation Commission to weigh in. 

 

Mr. Riverblood reviewed the Interim Development Plan. The porch element is something that 

will be held fast. The apartments are necessary to provide businesses ‘rooftops’ to attractthe 

restaurants and other businesses in the community.  

 

Commissioner Leistico returned to the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Mr. Riverblood showed the Commission The COR Development Concept indicating the various 

sections of the plan. The Planning Commission has recommended higher density for the 

residential area. There has been a shift in focus for large retailers to smaller retail businesses. The 

other major policy change would be regarding the office areas, where the office area would be 

retained until fully developed by office businesses.  

 

Commissioner Sis asked for the location of Bunker Lake and Mr. Riverblood indicated it on a 

map. Mr. Riverblood indicated the Greenway area on a map. Mr. Riverblood reviewed the 

revisioning steps. The budget will be used to hire multiple consultants to assist in road planning, 

grading, stormwater, and sign plan. The retailers will help pay for some of the signage. Even 

during the recession, The Draw was being constructed and developers viewed that as the City’s 

commitment to developing The COR. Mr. Riverblood drew for the Commission the parking lot 

plan with future expansion to a parking ramp. 

 

5.03: Review Goals and Strategies within Ramsey’s Chapter 10 of the Comprehensive 

Plan 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reviewed the purpose of this case is 

to review the Goals and Strategies within the City’s existing Comprehensive Plan, relating to 

parks, trails and open space. This discussion was tabled in May. This review will be useful in the 

context of the update to the Comprehensive Plan (underway now) and also as the Park and 

Recreation Commission begins the Master Park Plan endeavor. Mr. Riverblood provided a status 

report on each of the Goals and Strategies. The Commission is asked to identify which Goals and 
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Strategies remain germane for the Comp Plan update – and other Goals and Strategies as may be 

envisioned.   

 

a) A comprehensive, balanced park and trail system consisting of large and small scale 

parks, active and passive parks, natural preserves, and recreational facilities. 

 

STRATEGIES: 

 

1. Incorporate planned parks and trails into all new development where appropriate. 

Update - Master Park and Trail Plan. 

 

2. Design for connectivity with local and regional parks 

Update – Again, and Priority Trails 

 

3. Improve coordination of park and trail planning within City and adjacent communities. 

Update – Essence of Comp Plan, Joint Meetings 

 

4. Establish a regional trail along the Mississippi River 

Update – Done 

 

5. Develop a Trott Brook Trail Corridor 

Update – Significant land acquisition, trail in place, boardwalk grant app. (hear any day). 

¾ of trail is in. 

 

6. Explore providing pedestrian access from the Mississippi River to the north side of 

Highway 10 

Update – Mississippi Skyway, grants, preliminary design, final plans and specs in 

process, $300K shaved off the project. 

 

7. Design trails with a variety of surfaces appropriate for different uses. 

Update – Uncertainty 

 

8. Seek out alliances and partnerships with non-profit and governmental agencies to assist in 

securing funding and other resources that will assist in implementing the park, and trail 

plan. 

Update – Rec programming – low hanging fruit – develop partnerships. 

 

9. Improve quality of existing parks, through careful planning, continued maintenance and 

adequate funding. 

Update – Maint/replacement/fixed assets – Master Park Plan 

 

10. Explore options for an additional community park 

Update – 6th Community Park/purchase of Lk Itasca – Northern Tier of Ramsey 

 

11. Where appropriate, consolidate existing parks to improve quality and provide more 

efficient service. 
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Update – Tried this – did not go well 

 

12. Explore options for a revenue source for permanent protections of parks, trails and open 

space. 

Update – Aspect/outcome of the Master Park plan – Future bonding discussions possible. 

 

b) A system of safe parks and trails 

 

STRATEGIES 

 

1. Locate trails where appropriate in greenway corridors and natural areas. 

Update – More work on greenways needed (Master Parks Plan). 

 

2. Promote Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design CPTED and other techniques 

Update – SOP – City does that – neighborhood parks. 

 

3. Where appropriate, use existing power/utility easements for the trail system 

Update – Mr. Riverblood provided the Alpine example. 

 

4. Provide adequate signage and pavement markings to warn automobile traffic of park and 

trail traffic 

Update – Crosswalk inventory needed – (do not sign trails) – not feasible to put signs on 

50 miles of trails. 

 

5. Explore use of pedestrian-activated signals, continuous flashing signage, and mid-block 

crossings where safe and appropriate to further increase park and trail safety 

Update – Case Study – Toole Group exercise re – Riverstone. Working with School 

District and County. 

 

6. Minimize at-grade crossings of trails and roads and other interactions between trail users 

and automobiles, with underpasses or overpasses. 

Update – Expensive – No engineering costs included. 

 

c) A variety of park facilities and programs that meet the life cycle needs of residents. 

 

Demographics – Recreation/program planning. Large segment of population in 50-60 age 

group. Need to plan for them (arts, pickle ball, etc). 

 

STRATEGIES 

 

1. Work with the schools and community organizations to plan for athletic fields and 

facilities that will accommodate the growing community. 

Update – New elementary school potentially at Nowthen Blvd. 

 

2. Explore options for a revenue source for recreational facilities and programming. 
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Update – Council will tackle. Recreation Intern position will become full time Specialist 

– general fund. 

 

3. Study the need for a Community Center that offers a variety of recreational uses for all 

age groups. 

Update – RCP – Study of other community centers. 

 

Chair Bennett stated the goals and strategies are consistent with the Parks and Recreation 

Commission discussions over the past few years.  

 

5.04: Commission Work Session on Master Parks Plan – Visioning Exercise 

 

Mr. Riverblood reviewed the purpose of this case is to conduct an informal work session for a 

visioning exercise relative to the long-range plan for the future of Ramsey’s park and trail 

system. 

 

Mr. Bruce Jacobson, landscape architect, was present at the meeting. Mr. Riverblood and Mr. 

Jacobson have worked together for many years. Mr. Jacobson facilitated the Visioning Exercise. 

Mr. Jacobson noted the work done in Ramsey is very promising. “I See” was the first exercise to 

write down the vision of the future of Ramsey’s trail and park system. Each Commissioner read 

their statement. The second exercise was “We See”. The next exercise was to determine one 

word that each Commissioner is most interested in.   

 

Chair Bennett thanked Mr. Jacobson for his help this evening. 

 

6. COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood provided updates on the following: 

 

Review May/June projects and events – Mr. Riverblood suggested the Commissioners sign up 

for the weekly update.  

 

Next Comp Plan Workshop June 12, 2017 – Natural Resources and Economic Development.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Sis, seconded by Commissioner Bayer to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chair Bennett, Commissioners Sis, Bayer, Fyten, Leistico,  

Tchuinkwa, and Trappen. Voting No:  None.  Absent:  

 

The Park and Recreation Commission meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

________________________________ 

Mark Riverblood 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent 



 

Park and Recreation Commission/June 8, 2017 

Page 9 of 9 

 

 

Drafted by Debbie Wolfe 

TimeSaver off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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10. PARK, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE 

 

A. Existing Park and Recreation Facilities 

 

 
Parks and natural open space are vital to the quality of life in Ramsey and in many ways define the 

community.  Ramsey is fortunate to have retained many natural resources within its boundaries.  One such 

example is Trott Brook with its associated wetlands and uplands, creating a natural greenway spanning the 

northern 1/3
rd

 of the city.  Another is Elmcrest Park with the future potential of trails along Ditch #66, 

crossing the center of Ramsey, connecting Central Park, the Lake Itasca Trail, and neighborhoods along the 

way. 

 

Ramsey by area is more than 17% wetlands of varying types and classes.  Of the many wetland complexes, 

some have valuable oak and other forested areas in association providing residents opportunities to live and 

recreate in these natural settings. These patches of habitat are valuable vestiges for the wildlife that residents 

value.   

 

Mississippi River and Rum River are significant water resources, and both part of the State’s Wild and Scenic 

Rivers system and literally define the community. These two rivers are also state designated canoe routes, or 

recreational water trails.  It is Ramsey’s bituminous trail and sidewalk system that can be said to be the 

recreational fabric that knits all of these parks and resources together, while providing a recreational resource 

unto itself. 

 

The City of Ramsey is also unique in that it has two county parks within its boundaries that are a part of the 

Metropolitan Council’s regional system.   Mississippi West Park includes bluffs, wooded areas and two 

islands on the Mississippi River. The 273 acre park is proposed to be developed within the next several years.  

The concept plan suggests a sustainable design center in addition to the usual county park facilities.  One 

important feature will be a small boat landing and fishing pier, which will provide additional access to this 

most prominent river in the nation. 

 

Rum River Central Park is 434 acres, 304 acres of which are in the City of Ramsey (the remaining is in the 

City of Oak Grove) and occupies the northeast corner of the city. The park has received over two million 

dollars in investments in recent years, including miles of bituminous and equestrian trails as well as a large 

pavilion, and canoe and small boat landing. 

 

In addition the county facilities, Ramsey also benefits from the Mn/DOT Wayside Rest between Highway 10 

and the Mississippi River in western Ramsey that has visitor contact building with restrooms, canoe access 

and picnic facilities.  This site may also serve as a trailhead for the future Mississippi River Trail that will 

traverse from the Headwaters in Minnesota, through 10 states to New Orleans.   

 

Several community and neighborhood parks ranging in size from less than one acre to over 100 acres are to be 

found throughout the City.  These parks were typically deeded to the City as part of the subdivision park 

dedication requirements.  Neighborhood parks include play structures, play fields and trail connections, while 

many non-urbanized public land remains undeveloped or is recognized as open space.  Emerald Pond Park is 

unique in terms of a pergola and faux stream and like many neighborhood parks, popular for day care 

providers.  Two notable community parks include the 45-acre Central Park (primarily an athletic complex), 

and also River’s Bend Park with a mix athletic facilities, natural resources, and access to fishing. 

 

In terms of significant outdoor recreation available from the private sector, Ramsey has two 18-hole golf 

courses open to the public; the Links at Northfork located in northwest of Lake Itasca and Rum River Hills 
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Golf Course to the east, adjacent to the river at the 167
th
 Avenue alignment.  An additional outdoor recreation 

facility that is privately owned and operated but open to the public is the 160 acre Boy Scouts of America site 

along the Rum River.  This is used for recreational camping and outdoor activities for scouts, as well as the 

city’s Safety Camp.   

 

The total amount of acreage devoted to the park and open space system is over 1,800 acres or approximately 

10% of the of the City’s 28 square miles. Table 10-1 includes a basic park inventory for the City of Ramsey. 
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Table 10-1 Park, Recreation and Open Space Inventory 
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11.2 NEIGHBORHOOD   X X     X  X X  X X     

FLINTWOOD 

TERRACE 
15.9 NEIGHBORHOOD         X     X X  X  X *** 

FORD BROOK  3.8 MINI-PARK              X X     

FOREST 

HIDEAWAY  
 OPEN SPACE                    

FOSTER 

CEMETERY 
 CEMETERY                    

FOXPARK 22.4 NEIGHBORHOOD        X      X   X  X *** 
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SANDY ACRES  
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GREENLAND 

HILLS EAST  
14.9 OPEN SPACE                   X** 

GREENLAND 

HILLS WEST  
8.5 OPEN SPACE                   X** 

HUNTER'S 

HILL  
3.7 MINI-PARK              X X     

LAKE ITASCA  28.5 COMMUNITY                    

ITASCA TRAIL  TRAIL                 X   

MISSISSIPPI 

WEST  
204.2 

REGIONAL/ 

COUNTY 
                   

OAKRIDGE  32.2 OPEN SPACE                    

PELTZER PARK 32.9 NEIGHBORHOOD      X        X X     
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RABBIT PARK  NEIGHBORHOOD         X     X      

ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
53.3 COMMUNITY    X X X 2  2           

REILLEY EAST  3.3 MINI-PARK                    

REILLEY WEST  2 MINI-PARK                    

RIVERDALE  2.7 TRAIL CORRIDOR        X X   X  X    X  

RIVERS BEND  47.3 COMMUNITY    X    4 X  X   X   X X  

RIVERWOOD 

HILLS NORTH  
1.4 MINI-PARK                    

RIVERWOOD 

HILLS SOUTH  
 NEIGHBORHOOD                    

BOY SCOUT 

CAMP 
 PRIVATE PARK                    
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RUM RIVER 

CENTRAL  
308.8 REGIONAL/ 

COUNTY 
 X X X             X X  

SHAWN ACRES  4.4 
MINI-PARK 

             X X     

SOLSTICE  1.6 
MINI-PARK 

  X           X   X   

SPORTS 

HAVEN NORTH  
23.4 OPEN SPACE 

SPECIAL USE 
                   

SPORTS 

HAVEN SOUTH  
1.7 OPEN SPACE 

SPECIAL USE 
                   

STANHOPE 

RIVER HILLS  
 

OPEN SPACE 
                   

TITTERUD  6.8 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

       2L X  X   X X     

TRAPROCK 

COMMONS 
3.8 

OPEN SPACE 
   X                

TROTT BROOK 

CORRIDOR 
6 

TRAIL CORRIDOR 
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WHISPERING 

PINES NORTH  
 OPEN SPACE                    

WHISPERING 

PINES SOUTH  
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WOODLAND 

GREEN PARK 
4.7 MINI-PARK   X           X X  X   
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X **     =  

X ***   = 

INTERPRETATION 
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B. The Parks and Recreation Plan 

 
In addition to the inventory, the Ramsey Park system is also divided into 17 Recreation Districts. These 

districts are delineated by major roadways or other barriers and provide a means for more effective planning 

in determining future park needs at the larger neighborhood level.  A broad overview of the existing park 

system in Ramsey reveals a number of small underutilized neighborhood parks scattered throughout rural 

areas of the community that have developed at very low densities.  This low-density development (or large lot 

development) does not support high use of a neighborhood park system and thus can lead to inefficiencies.  A 

larger scale community park, which would provide park and recreation opportunities not available within 

private yards of large lots, would prove a more effective and efficient use of a park and recreation system to 

serve the rural areas of Ramsey.  It is this opportunity, as well as the need for additional spaces for the 

growing youth athletic program that call for a sixth Community Park in the north central part of the city. The 

remaining major emphasis in the rural area of Ramsey should be in providing trail connections to get people 

to larger park facilities such as Central Park, Elmcrest and Rum River Central Regional Park as well as in 

preserving open space corridors consistent with more rural land use. 

 

This same focus does not apply to the more urban areas of the city.  Higher density development demands 

more parks that are within walking distances and provide a greater variety of activities. It would be wise to 

start planning for the provisions of neighborhood parks in future urban areas as well as looking to fill gaps in 

existing urban developed areas.  Also as traffic patterns become denser within the urban areas, more 

neighborhood barriers exist increasing the need for more neighborhood park facilities.  Trail development is a 

significant element of future park planning as a means to connect residents, and place to work, shop and 

recreate.  Therefore, the City should continue installing paved trails or sidewalks along all collector streets 

concurrent with their construction. 

 

The Mississippi River Regional Trail (Anoka County Segment) is an existing trail east of the Rum River in 

the city of Anoka.  The trail is proposed to be extended to the west to connect to Mississippi West Regional 

Park and on to Sherburne County.  Anoka County will work with the City of Ramsey and others on the 

completion of a master plan for this part of the trail.  The Central Anoka County Regional Trail is an existing 

trail east of the City of Anoka.  This trail is also proposed to be extended to the west to connect to Mississippi 

West Regional Park and Anoka County will work with the City of Ramsey and others on the completion of 

this trail in the future. A future segment of the Rum River trail is also being proposed, connecting to Rum 

River Central Regional Park.  General alignment of these three trails are shown on Figure 10-2. 

 

As an implementing agency for Metropolitan Council’s Regional parks and Open space system, Anoka 

County essentially functions as the lead coordinator for regional trails. Planning is often performed in a macro 

sense with the individual jurisdictions, who are more likely to develop detailed plans and provide for specific 

routing of trails within these municipalities like Ramsey. 

 

In reviewing future park and recreation needs to serve future and existing Ramsey residents, the following, 

generalized park type definitions will be used: 

 

1. Park Type Definitions: 

 

Mini-Parks: These are very small parks, often less than 1 acre in size, and are used to address limited 

or isolated recreational needs. These parks typically serve residents less than ¼ mile from the site. 

 

Neighborhood Parks: Neighborhood parks are usually centrally located within neighborhoods and 

are designed primarily for use by neighborhood residents within easy walking and biking distances. 
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The Neighborhood Park should be a positive focal point of pride for the neighborhood. They are 

intended for both passive and active activities with facilities such as play equipment, court games, and 

picnicking. They are generally not intended to accommodate organized athletic activities. 

Neighborhood parks should be a minimum of 5 acres. These parks typically serve residents ¼ to ½ 

mile distance and uninterrupted by non-residential roads or other physical barriers or have connecting 

trails with safe street crossings. 

 

School Parks: Combining parks with school sites can be an efficient use of facilities. Care should be 

taken to not over use these faculties beyond what the landscape and scheduled maintenance can keep 

up with.  

 

Community Parks and Athletic Complexes: Community Parks serve a broader purpose than 

neighborhood parks. The focus is on meeting community-based recreational needs, as well as 

preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. A high priority for these parks should be connecting 

them through a trail system which then serves residents within ½ to a 3 mile distance, for those not 

traveling by auto.  

 

The sports components of these facilities are often heavily programmed athletic fields.  In Ramsey a 

strategy for Community Parks has been to ensure the park has a diversity of facilities, yet congregate 

like sports fields together.  

 

Open Space: Land set aside for preservation of significant natural resources. Usually lacks any 

developed facilities. 

 

Special Use: These parks consist of recreational facilities that are orientated toward a single-use.  

 

Greenways:  A greenway is a continuous corridor of natural vegetation that provides for critical 

habitat and the movement of wildlife and humans. They often follow natural waterways or land 

features.  

 

2. Trail Types:   

 

Off Road (Urban): Paved surface for non-motorized use, and paved or non-paved surface for users, 

both trails removed from roadway. These facilities should be developed in corridors a minimum of 

35’ feet in width. 

 

On Road : Paved, striped and signed shoulder on roadway. 

 

On Road Separated: Paved trail parallel to roadways, separated by a ditch, curb or other buffer. 

 

Multi-Purpose: Paved surface and separate non-paved skiing or equestrian trail, both removed from 

roadways. These facilities should be developed in corridors a minimum of 75’ feet in width. 

 

Table 10-2 represents standards for park facilities needed to serve a community like Ramsey with the focus of 

the park development occurring within existing and future urban areas.  These standards provide a basis for 

determining if the existing park system adequately serves today’s population and if it will be able to handle 

the expected growth to the year 2020.  These standards should only be used as a guide or rule of thumb. 
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Table 10-2 National Recreation and Park Association Standards 

Facility 

Type 

Acres/1000 

Population 

Desirable 

Size (Acres) 

Population 

Served 

Service 

Radius 

Preferred  

Location 

Typical Facilities 

Playgrounds .25 to .5 1 or less 500 to 1000 
¼ mile or 5 

minute walk 

Within urban  neighborhoods, 

close to multi-family residential  

Play structure, small court games, 

turf area, picnic tables 

Neighborho

od Parks 
2.0 6 to 8 

1000 to 

2000 

½ mile or 10 

minute walk 

Within urban area, centrally 

located  

Court games, field games, 

playgrounds 

Community 

Parks 
5 to 8 20 to 35 Community 1 to 4 miles 

Centrally located and easily 

accessible to entire community 

Ball fields, tennis courts, picnic 

facilities, active recreation 

facilities 

Regional 

Parks 
5 to 10 200 + 

Regional 

Population 
1 hour drive 

Natural features, usually 

associated with water 

Activities of community park, 

nature observation areas, cultural 

and historic learning facilities 

Trails - - - - 
Connecting important 

community features 

- 

Special 

Facilities 
- - - - 

Varies, convenient access, 

central  to community 

Ice arena, community center, golf 

course, gun club 
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In terms of Ramsey's park land area per resident, Ramsey may be adequately served by park and recreation 

opportunities.  However, as future residential development occurs and new areas are developed, land must be 

dedicated and funds must be committed to meet the recreation needs of the community. Through subdivision 

ordinance, the City currently requires parkland dedication at a rate indexed to residential densities for new 

development to fulfill the need for park facilities. 

 

Ramsey is fortunate to have many natural resources within its boundaries. Many of these resources are 

preserved and made accessible through existing large community parks and tracts of protected open space.  

The Future Mississippi West Regional Park has the great potential of strengthening Ramsey’s connection and 

identity with the Mississippi River.  Continued cooperation with regional partners like the National Park 

Service through the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area on the Regional Trail through Ramsey 

will be important as Ramsey works to improve its image along Highway 10. Presently, Anoka County 

provides regional trail organization relative to the MNRRA corridor.  Cities like Ramsey are full players with 

respect to the Trails and Open Space Partnership (TOSP), which is a group that meets quarterly to guide and 

refine trails within the MNRRA corridor from Ramsey, south 72 miles to Hastings.  Pedestrian connections 

across Highway 10 will likewise be critical in making this new park accessible and contributing to a vibrant 

Town Center.  

 

With these great recreational facilities existing and planned, an important focus will be on making these larger 

systems of parks accessible to all Ramsey residents.  Acquiring and constructing additional links to the Trail 

system are critical to the success of the future Parks and Recreation Plan 

 

Smaller neighborhood parks remain appropriate in higher density areas where they serve more residents and 

are designed to be focal points of gathering for the neighborhood. Every attempt should be made to develop 

sidewalk and trail connections to these neighborhood resources. Similarly, future underpasses and elevated 

crossings should be carefully mapped, so as to identify funding and schedules, so as to time them with other 

infrastructure improvements.  
 

3. Parks and Recreation Goals 

 

The following goals and strategies came from the community meetings held in 2007 and 2008 under 

the Ramsey3 effort. 

 

a) A comprehensive, balanced park and trail system consisting of large and small scale 

parks, active and passive parks, natural preserves, and recreational facilities. 

 

STRATEGIES: 

 

1. Incorporate planned parks and trails into all new development where appropriate 

2. Design for connectivity with local and regional parks 

3. Improve coordination of park and trail planning within City and adjacent communities 

4. Establish a regional trail along the Mississippi River 

5. Develop a Trott Brook Trail Corridor 

6. Explore providing pedestrian access from the Mississippi River to the north side of 

Highway 10 

7. Design trails with a variety of surfaces appropriate for different uses 
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8. Seek out alliances and partnerships with non-profit and governmental agencies to assist in 

securing funding and other resources that will assist in implementing the park and trail 

plan 

9. Improve quality of existing parks, through careful planning, continued maintenance and 

adequate funding 

10. Explore options for an additional community park 

11. Where appropriate, consolidate existing parks to improve quality and provide more 

efficient service 

12. Explore options for a revenue source for permanent protections of parks, trails and open 

space 

 

b) A system of safe parks and trails 

 

STRATEGIES: 

 

1. Locate trails where appropriate in greenway corridors and natural areas 

2. Promote Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design CPTED and other techniques  

3. Where appropriate, use existing power/utility easements for the trail system 

4. Provide adequate signage and pavement markings to warn automobile traffic of park and 

trail traffic 

5. Explore use of pedestrian-activated signals, continuous flashing signage, and mid-block 

crossings where safe and appropriate, to further increase park and trail safety 

6. Minimize at-grade crossings of trails and roads and other interactions between trail users 

and automobiles, with underpasses or overpasses 

 

c) A variety of park facilities and programs that meet the life cycle needs of residents.  

 

STRATEGIES: 

 

1. Work with the schools and community organizations to plan for athletic fields and 

facilities that will accommodate the growing community 

2. Explore options for a revenue source for recreational facilities and programming 

3. Study the need for a Community Center that offers a variety of recreational uses for all 

age groups 



City of Ramsey 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update 

Chapter 10: Parks, Recreation and Open Space 

 

 

City of Ramsey 2030 Comprehensive Plan  Page 10-15 

 

 

 

Figure 10-1 Park, Trail and Recreation Plan 
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Figure 10.2: Regional Parks and Trails 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure X-1 Park, Trail and Recreation Plan 

Figure 10-1 Park, Trail and Recreation Plan 
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Park and Recreation Commission   5. 2.           
Meeting Date: 08/10/2017  
By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Information
Title:
Approve Parks and Recreation Master Plan Survey

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve a Parks and Recreation Master Plan Survey. (Link below) Upon approval or
amendments, the survey will be disseminated broadly to engage as many residents and park patrons as possible over
the next couple months.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RamseyParkMasterPlan

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:

Funding Source:
Funding for the Parks System Master Plan (and survey) is included within the 2017 General Fund budget.

Recommendation:
Staff requests feedback on the draft survey.

Action:
Based upon discussion, motion to approve the Parks Master Plan Survey.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer MaryJo Warner 08/04/2017 12:44 PM
Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 08/03/2017 02:25 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/04/2017 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RamseyParkMasterPlan


   
Park and Recreation Commission   5. 3.           
Meeting Date: 08/10/2017  
By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title:
Discuss Parks’ Precedent Plan Comparisons

Purpose/Background:
Early in July 2017, correspondence was issued to the Commission requesting input on Community Engagement on the Park System Master
Plan. Additionally, six other city's park master plans were provided to consult for consideration, as Ramsey begins to format its first master
parks plan document.

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:
Community Engagement (questions to organize the discussion) 

Who should we try to engage in this process? Consider both demographic groups that we might want to focus on, as well as
organizations with whom we should meet.
What do we want to learn from the people we engage? Are we primarily interested in how they perceive the existing system, what they
hope to see in the future, or other issues and considerations you’ve thought about or already heard from the community?
What events are taking place this fall where we could either inform the community about our planning process and/or ask for their input?
Similarly, are there particular places (like Happy Days) or methods (like publications or social media) we should use to get the word out?

Attached for your information is an Intercept Board that may be used at venues like Happy Days or The Draw Event Series (potentially
August 17th).

Park System Master Plan Precedents (identify consensus on best aspects of these various documents will help to inform Ramsey's plan) 

Irvine, CA: http://www.cityofirvine.org/community-development/parks-master-plan
Oak Brook, IL: http://www.obparks.org/general_information/planning.asp (the “2016 Strategic Plan”)

Apple Valley, CA http://www.applevalley.org/services/parks-recreation/parks-recreation-master-plan
Forest Grove, OR: http://www.forestgrove-or.gov/parks-and-recreation

Roseville, MN: http://www.cityofroseville.com/1990/2010-System-Master-Plan
Minneapolis, MN Downtown Service Area Master Plan: 
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/park_care__improvements/park_projects/current_projects/downtown_service_area_master_plan/

Funding Source:
Funding for the Parks Master Plan is included within the 2017 General Fund budget.

Recommendation:
The Commission was asked to populate the attached Precedent Plans Comparisons form, so as for Staff to bring the findings to the meeting.

Action:
Based upon discussion.

Attachments
Precedent Comparison Form
Intercept Boards

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date

Grant Riemer MaryJo Warner 08/04/2017 12:44 PM

Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 08/03/2017 02:24 PM

Final Approval Date: 08/04/2017 

http://www.cityofirvine.org/community-development/parks-master-plan
http://www.obparks.org/general_information/planning.asp
http://www.applevalley.org/services/parks-recreation/parks-recreation-master-plan
http://www.forestgrove-or.gov/parks-and-recreation
http://www.cityofroseville.com/1990/2010-System-Master-Plan
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/park_care__improvements/park_projects/current_projects/downtown_service_area_master_plan/




Bruce Jacobson, Landscape ArchitectCITY OF RAMSEY PARK SYSTEM PLAN

What activity/activities would you like to see added to the City of 
Ramsey’s parks and public spaces?

Place your answers here! 

Don’t see what you’re looking for? Write your answers on a post-it note:

Place a sticker on the two (2) that are most important to you:

Food/Concessions

Large Community Events

Emerging Sports *Identify which emerging sports you find most appealing below

Arts  and Sculpture

Dog Amenities

Adventure Play

Nature Play

Organized Kids Activities

Gardens

Water Play

Community Gardens

Classes and Programs



Bruce Jacobson, Landscape ArchitectCITY OF RAMSEY PARK SYSTEM PLAN

Please use the colorful dots to tell us:
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Which parks and public spaces do you like to go to/visit most often?

Which parks and public spaces do you not like to go to?

Where do you live?

Please use a Post-It to tell us why you like or don’t like to go certain places in the Ramsey Park System.



   
Park and Recreation Commission   5. 4.           
Meeting Date: 08/10/2017  
By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Information
Title:
Review Concept Plan for 175 Unit Market Rate Apartment in The COR; Case of Inland Group

Purpose/Background:
The City has been approached by Inland Development Group about a potential market-rate apartment building in
Ramsey (purchasing city-owned land).

In order to set up an orderly review process, the City has prepared Concept/Context Maps and included
Architectural Renderings with this case in advance of the Purchase Agreement phase. The purpose of this case is to
introduce the topic and see what questions and opportunities exist as Inland Group continues to discuss the
proposed concept with City Staff. The concepts attached to the case are just concepts to frame the discussion. The
ultimate site plan is likely to look different by the time of construction.

Staff believes that this generally meets the spirit and intent of The COR Interim Development Plan. Staff would
identify any deficiencies in these concepts in future reviews with the Planning Commission and Park and Recreation
Commission. As indicated, at this time the discussion is intended to be a high level review and introduction. Staff
will come with a more formal recommendation on preferred alternatives at future steps.

Notification:
Notification is not required at this time.

Observations/Alternatives:
Staff is posing the following high-level policy questions for the Commission, relating to the relationships to the
proposed park spaces in The COR. This is not a specific site plan review, but an opportunity to better guide site
selection. 

Are there any of the concepts that are simply non-starters and should be taken off the table now?1.
Are there specific questions the Commission wants the Developer to speak to at future meetings? (As the
project is simply seeking potential sites in Ramsey at this time, there will be several opportunities for the
city's Boards and Commissions and Developer to interact in the future.)

2.

Comments or consensus of the Commission may be very general, like Staff's bullet points below, (or specific).
Staff's initial thoughts on the relationship to future park development finds that Concept C has distinct benefits:
~ retains the preferred park configuration
~ retains the woonerf
~ the surface parking at the northwest of the proposed 4.2 acre site has the potential for some shared parking
between the apartment and the water-centric park

Notes on Residential/Retail Balance

A number of Ramsey Residents have expressed a concern about the amount of housing being built in Ramsey
recently, without seeing a corresponding amount of retail development as of yet. Staff offers the following talking
points to aide in that discussion. (This is not an exhaustive list of talking points on this topic, but a concise mention



of the broader goal in the context of land use review.) 
The City does have a plan for approximately 100 acres of retail development and aggressively attempts to
recruit retailers that will add value to the community for many years to come.

1.

The City is also planning for nearly 100 acres of new industrial growth. 120,000 square feet of new industrial
space is being reviewed. Although the City cannot guarantee this development will ultimately develop, there
are positive signs for commercial/industrial growth.

2.

While additional residential growth is planned for within The COR, the planned housing is nearly 60%
complete.

3.

When recruiting retailers to the community, many share the need for additional housing units in Ramsey to
provide the necessary demographics/population to shop in their stores. The City attempts to find that balance
of land use planning through its Comprehensive Plan.

4.

As the City grows its employment base, it aims to provide adequate housing to support the workers that work
in our existing and future industrial parks.

5.

Residential housing in The COR both drive the need to develop the proposed Municipal Plaza and the
water-centric park (a.k.a. slash pad or 'Lake Ramsey')—and provide Park Dedication for the capital costs.

6.

Housing concentrated in strategic locations is part of a broader growth management strategy that allows the
community to balance and retain its defined rural character.

7.

Funding Source:
This case is being handles as part of normal Staff duties. The project is being proposed on City-owned property.

Recommendation:
Staff does not have a recommendation at this time other than a request to provide thoughts on the concepts
presented.

Action:
No specific action is being requested. Staff is seeking general consensus on high-level policy direction.

Attachments
Site Concepts
Municipal Plaza concepts
Architectural Example

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill MaryJo Warner 08/04/2017 08:47 AM
Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 08/03/2017 09:08 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/04/2017 
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MUNICIPAL
PARK

Concepts

Context

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 3

Ultimate purpose of a city in our life time is to provide a creative environment for people to live in. …. 

A city has a great diversity and thus allows for freedom of choice; 

one which generates the maximum of interaction between people and their urban surroundings”                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       by L. Halprin
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CURRENT MASTER PLAN

Context
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PARK

Concepts

Context

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 3Concept 3

Park area: 71,550 sqft
Shared Street: 19,122 sqft
Development: 110,688 sqft

Frontage: 1,932 ft

3
7

0
 ft

3
5

0
 ft

6
9

0
 ft

3
2

2
 ft

200 ft

Park: 

1.68 

acres

Shared street: 0.4 acres

120 ft

230 ft

60 ft



MUNICIPAL
PARK

Concepts

Context

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 3Concept 3



MUNICIPAL
PARK

Concepts

Context

Concept 1

Concept 2

Concept 3

Other elements



::
A

FF
IN

IT
Y

 A
T 

EA
G

A
N

C
ED

A
R
 G

R
O

V
E 

PA
R
K
W

A
Y 

&
 N

IC
O

LS
 R

O
A
D

EA
G

A
N

, 
M

IN
N

ES
O

TA

N
YS

TR
O

M
 +

 O
LS

O
N

 A
R
C
H

IT
EC

TU
R
E:

:
50

2 
W

 R
IV

ER
S
ID

E 
A
V
E,

 #
20

0:
:

S
PO

K
A
N

E,
 W

A
 9

92
01

::
A

5
.0

1

BUILDING ELEVATION01SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

BUILDING ELEVATION02SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK.

19
'-7

"

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK.

19
'-7

"

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
18

'-1
1"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

11
'-0

"

PEAK

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
27

'-9
"

T/SHTG

12
'-0

"

T/SLAB

11
'-0

"

MATERIAL LEGEND

25% GLASS
35% BRICK
30% STUCCO
10% STUCCO / TRIM

STUCCO

STUCCO / TRIM

BRICK

GLASS

STUCCO

BRICK

STUCCO
STUCCO / TRIM

GLASS

STUCCO



::
A

FF
IN

IT
Y

 A
T 

EA
G

A
N

C
ED

A
R
 G

R
O

V
E 

PA
R
K
W

A
Y 

&
 N

IC
O

LS
 R

O
A
D

EA
G

A
N

, 
M

IN
N

ES
O

TA

N
YS

TR
O

M
 +

 O
LS

O
N

 A
R
C
H

IT
EC

TU
R
E:

:
50

2 
W

 R
IV

ER
S
ID

E 
A
V
E,

 #
20

0:
:

S
PO

K
A
N

E,
 W

A
 9

92
01

::
A

5
.0

2

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK.

19
'-7

"

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"

T/SLAB

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

11
'-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
15

'-2
"

T/SHTG

12
'-0

"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK.

19
'-7

"

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"

T/SLAB

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

11
'-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
15

'-2
"

T/SHTG

12
'-0

"

BUILDING ELEVATION01SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

BUILDING ELEVATION02SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

MATERIAL LEGEND

25% GLASS
35% BRICK
30% STUCCO
10% STUCCO / TRIM

STUCCO

GLASS

BRICK

STUCCO

STUCCO / TRIM

GLASS

STUCCO

STUCCO / TRIM

BRICK



::
A

FF
IN

IT
Y

 A
T 

EA
G

A
N

C
ED

A
R
 G

R
O

V
E 

PA
R
K
W

A
Y 

&
 N

IC
O

LS
 R

O
A
D

EA
G

A
N

, 
M

IN
N

ES
O

TA

N
YS

TR
O

M
 +

 O
LS

O
N

 A
R
C
H

IT
EC

TU
R
E:

:
50

2 
W

 R
IV

ER
S
ID

E 
A
V
E,

 #
20

0:
:

S
PO

K
A
N

E,
 W

A
 9

92
01

::
A

5
.0

3

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

T/SLAB

9'
-0

"
9'

-0
"

11
'-0

"

PEAK.

19
'-4

"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

T/SLAB

9'
-0

"
9'

-0
"

11
'-0

"

PEAK.

19
'-4

"

BUILDING ELEVATION01SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

BUILDING ELEVATION02SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

MATERIAL LEGEND

25% GLASS
35% BRICK
30% STUCCO
10% STUCCO / TRIM

GLASS

STUCCO

STUCCO / TRIM

BRICK

STUCCO

GLASS

STUCCO / TRIM

BRICK



::
A

FF
IN

IT
Y

 A
T 

EA
G

A
N

C
ED

A
R
 G

R
O

V
E 

PA
R
K
W

A
Y 

&
 N

IC
O

LS
 R

O
A
D

EA
G

A
N

, 
M

IN
N

ES
O

TA

N
YS

TR
O

M
 +

 O
LS

O
N

 A
R
C
H

IT
EC

TU
R
E:

:
50

2 
W

 R
IV

ER
S
ID

E 
A
V
E,

 #
20

0:
:

S
PO

K
A
N

E,
 W

A
 9

92
01

::
A

5
.0

4

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

T/SLAB

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

12
'-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK.

18
'-8

"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG
9'

-0
"

11
'-0

"

PEAK

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
19

'-3
"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

T/SLAB

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

12
'-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK.

19
'-6

"

T/SLAB

T/SHTG

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
11

'-0
"

PEAK

T/SHTG

9'
-0

"
19

'-7
"

BUILDING ELEVATION01SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

BUILDING ELEVATION02SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"

MATERIAL LEGEND

25% GLASS
35% BRICK
30% STUCCO
10% STUCCO / TRIM

GLASS

STUCCO

STUCCO / TRIM

BRICK

STUCCO

GLASS

STUCCO

STUCCO / TRIM

BRICK

STUCCO

GLASS

STUCCO

STUCCO / TRIM

BRICK

STUCCO



::
A

FF
IN

IT
Y

 A
T 

EA
G

A
N

C
ED

A
R
 G

R
O

V
E 

PA
R
K
W

A
Y 

&
 N

IC
O

LS
 R

O
A
D

EA
G

A
N

, 
M

IN
N

ES
O

TA

N
YS

TR
O

M
 +

 O
LS

O
N

 A
R
C
H

IT
EC

TU
R
E:

:
50

2 
W

 R
IV

ER
S
ID

E 
A
V
E,

 #
20

0:
:

S
PO

K
A
N

E,
 W

A
 9

92
01

::
A

5
.0

5



::
A

FF
IN

IT
Y

 A
T 

EA
G

A
N

C
ED

A
R
 G

R
O

V
E 

PA
R
K
W

A
Y 

&
 N

IC
O

LS
 R

O
A
D

EA
G

A
N

, 
M

IN
N

ES
O

TA

N
YS

TR
O

M
 +

 O
LS

O
N

 A
R
C
H

IT
EC

TU
R
E:

:
50

2 
W

 R
IV

ER
S
ID

E 
A
V
E,

 #
20

0:
:

S
PO

K
A
N

E,
 W

A
 9

92
01

::
A

5
.0

6



   
Park and Recreation Commission   5. 5.           
Meeting Date: 08/10/2017  
By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Information
Title:
Recommend 2017 Parks Capital Improvement Project(s)—Priority Trail Connections

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to advance two trail projects referenced by the 2017-2026 Capital Improvement
Program (page 176).

The primary trail (specifically identified within the CIP) would be to connect the existing Trott Brook Trail by
boardwalk west to Variolite Street. This proposed link was the subject of two different grant applications to the MN
DNR. The City of Ramsey did not score high enough for funding in this highly competitive program, due to not
being part of, or facilitating a regional trail connection. Thus, Staff is recommending that the city proceed with
development, utilizing Park Trust Fund monies from the Brookfield subdivision (various phases). The attached
DNR Trail Grant Application has considerable detail on this project, including location exhibits, budget etc,

The other trail project proposed would be a short trail segment, linking an existing neighborhood to The COR west
of North Commons. A location map is attached.

Notification:
A Public Hearing has been conduction on the 2017-2026 Capital Improvement Program.

Observations/Alternatives:
Relative to the Trott Brook Trail, the intention would be to advance this trail for City Council funding consideration
in a not to exceed amount of $300,000. The construction period may be over the winter period of 2017-18.

The short trail link project, connecting the two neighborhoods near North Commons would advance for Council
consideration in terms of a mailer for public notification. The project scope is not fully developed at this time.
However, it is estimated that the cost may be less than $30,000 for the bituminous trail, ADA pedestrian ramps, and
trees with a naturalized pollinator landscape.

Funding Source:
Both trail projects would be funded from the Park Trust Fund, however, only the Trott Brook Trail is being
considered fully for funding at this time.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends proceeding as indicated in the sample motions below.

Action:
Motion to recommend to City Council that the Trott Brook Trail project proceed for construction, in a
not-to-exceed amount of $300,000 from the Park Trust Fund.

~ and ~

Motion to recommend/not recommend that City Council direct Staff to issue notification on the proposed



neighborhood trail connection, and develop the project scope based upon public feedback.

Attachments
CIP worksheet
Trott Brook Trail Grant
DNR letter on grant app
Proposed neighborhood link

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer MaryJo Warner 08/04/2017 12:44 PM
Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 08/03/2017 02:37 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/04/2017 



 



sound, wondering.  Soonitislouder: thehonkofgeese, invisible, butcomingon.  

Theflockemergesfromthelowclouds, atatteredbannerofbirds, dippingandrising, blownupandblown
down, blowntogetherandblownapart, butadvancing, thewindwrestlinglovinglywitheachwinnowing
wing.  WhentheflockisablurinthefarskyIhearthelasthonk, soundingtapsforsummer.  

Itiswarmbehindthedriftwoodnow, forthewindhasgonewiththegeese.  SowouldI --   

AldoLeopold



ACQUISITION : 



TrottBrookGreenwayTrailandBoardwalk

th167Ave.  VarioliteSt

MississippiWest
RegionalPark



ProposedTrailhead
adjacentto



14B

14A14B



Aconversationonconservation - considerationsfortrailsinnaturalareas ~  

defeating, fortocherishwemustseeandfondle, andwhen

AldoLeopold

youindeedmeanconversationpurely, andtoomuchorinsensitiveaccess.  However,  
preservationweunderstandpublic valuesmaybeachievedandenhancedbyintroducingpeople

towild-, andthus
conservationbecomestewardsandadvocatesfor

MarkRiverblood

AL:  \[ 21centuryAhh, a landethicthenst

influenceofhumanoccupancy itisalreadytoolateforthat butincreatingabetter

MR:   Yes!  Andsoletsdiscusstheboardwalkandtrailinthecontextofminimizingany
adverse



MR finalthoughtsontheproverbialtrailwithDNR, onconnectingourconstituents
toa21st

AL:   
educationalandeconomicsystemisheadedawayfrom, ratherthantoward, anintense
consciousnessofland.  Yourtruemodernisseparatedfromthelandbymanymiddlemen, and
innumerablephysicalgadgets*.  Hehasnovitalrelationtoit; tohimitisthespacebetween

dayontheland, andifthespotdoesnothappentobeagolf

AldoLeopold
1887 1948)  

MR:   yetit
connectionsisprescient.  Perchance, togetherwaywecanchangethis.  Improved between

peopleandthelandreallycanbebothmeaningfulandviable weshallpersevereandpersist,  
trailbytrail, personbypersonthisyear, withtheTrottBrookGreenwayTrailandBoardwalk

MarkRiverblood
1961 - )  



improvedaccesstotheoutdoors













































 

Proposed Trail Between 149th Lane and 149th Avenue Within Zeolite Street Right-of-Way 



   
Park and Recreation Commission   6. 1.           
Meeting Date: 08/10/2017  
Submitted For: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public Works 
By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title:
Commission/Staff Input

Purpose/Background:
Mayors for Monarchs
Happy Days Schedule
Update on Ballfield Improvements #3 & #4

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:

Funding Source:
n/a

Recommendation:

Action:

Attachments
Mayors for Monarchs
Happy Days Schedule

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer MaryJo Warner 08/09/2017 08:56 AM
Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 08/09/2017 08:51 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/09/2017 





   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

All Seasons Garage Door 
The Bank of Elk River 

Boilermakers Local 647 
Casey’s General Store 
Countryside Printing 

Doctor Freedom 
Pearson Farm 

▪ ▪ This schedule is subject to change. Please visit our website for the most up-to-date flyer.▪ ▪ 
LOCATION   7550 Sunwood Drive NW – Ramsey, MN 55303 –Within The COR, Ramsey’s Downtown 
INFORMATION   SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, SIGN UP FOR AN EVENT, GETTING INVOLVED/VOLUNTEER, ETC. 

CONTACT  cityoframsey.com/happy-days ▪ nwenberg@cityoframsey.com ▪ 763-433-9831 

Freedom 
Christian Church 

In’Tech Industries, INC. 

PRICING & CHARGES: 
Most events are free, including:  
kids activities, live music and 
fireworks, thanks to our sponsors 

Ace Solid Waste 
Altron, Inc. 

Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce 
Anytime Fitness   

Coborn’s 
Dedicated Networks, Inc. 

Hakanson Anderson 
Hope Fellowship 

The Links at Northfork 
NAU Country Insurance 

Northern Starz Children’s Theatre 
Parkplace Studio    

 PSD, LLC   |    QCTV    
R and D Transportation 

Sharp & Associates    
Village Bank   |   Wendell’s 

Zero Zone, Inc. 

THURSDAY,  SEPT.  7 t h    Start           F in ish  
Taste of Happy Days   5:30 pm          8:00 pm 
THE FOUNTAINS OF RAMSEY: FOOD, WINE & BEER VENDORS 
HOSTED BY THE RAMSEY ROTARY 

FRIDAY,  SEPT.  8 t h    Start          F in ish  

Deuces Wild: Dueling Pianos   5:00 pm         11:00 pm 
THE FOUNTAINS OF RAMSEY, HOSTED BY SHERBURNE COUNTY AREA UNITED WAY  

Movie in the Park, ELMCREST PARK  8:30 pm         10:30 pm  
(RAIN OUT DATE IS FRIDAY, SEPT. 15) 

SATURDAY,  SEPT.  9 t h    Start          F in ish  

Pancake Breakfast, RAMSEY CITY HALL 8:30 am         11:30 am 
HOSTED BY THE RAMSEY FOUNDATION 
5K Run & Youth Fun Run, USATF CERT. 9:00 am         11:15 am 
START/FINISH: VA CLINIC PARKING LOT 
Family Bike Tour   11:00 am       12:30 pm 
START/FINISH: RAMSEY FIRE STATION #1 

Wellness Van    11:00 am        2:30 pm 
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK, CHOLESTEROL, EYES, ETC. 
Car Show    11:30 am        2:30 pm 
Bean Bag Tournament    11:30 am        3:00 pm 
Kids Fun & Activities   11:30 am        7:00 pm 
MULTIPLE INFLATABLES, POWER BUNGEE, GIANT SLIDE, OBSTACLE COURSE      

Food Vendors, 7 DIFFERENT SPECIALTIES  11:30 am        11:00 pm 
Lions’ Beer Trailer   11:30 am        11:00 pm 
Talent Show, EVENT TENT   12:00 pm        3:00 pm 
Happy Days Expos   12:00 pm        7:00 pm 
BUSINESS, CRAFT/MERCHANT, POLITICAL  

Happy Days Parade, SUNWOOD DRIVE 3:00 pm          4:30 pm 
Dance Caravan    4:30 pm          5:30 pm 
RENAISSANCE DANCE, NEAR CITY HALL PLAZA 

Lizzy the Dream Girl, EVENT TENT   4:30 pm          5:30 pm 
HYPNOSIS/COMEDY  

Ramsey Fire Dept. Chili Cook-off 4:30 pm          5:30 pm 
Bingo, EVENT TENT    6:00 pm          10:30 pm 
HOSTED BY ANOKA WOMEN OF TODAY                  
Hitchville, MAIN STAGE   8:30 pm          11:00 pm 
COUNTRY BAND 
Fireworks    9:00 pm          9:20 pm 

SUNDAY,  SEPT.  10 t h    Start          F in ish  
9/11 Memorial Golf Tournament  1:00 pm         7:00 pm 
THE LINKS AT NORTHFORK GOLF COURSE 
PRESENTED BY THE RAMSEY FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION 
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