
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, June 18, 2018

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1.   Approve Meeting Minutes Dated May 21, 2018
 

5. Policy Board Business
 

1.   Consider Variance Request to Place a Detached Accessory Building within the Required Setback from
the Ordinary High Water Mark of the Rum River at 15795 Juniper Ridge Drive NW (Project No.
18-123); Case of Rick and Diane Farrell

 

2.   Update on Cooperative Weed Management Partnership
 

6. Board/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, May 21, 2018, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council Chambers 
at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Michael Valentine 
   Board Member Jane Covart 
   Board Member Melissa Fetterley 
   Board Member Thomas Stodola 
    
 
Members Absent:  Board Member Reid Bernard 
   Board Member Michael Hiatt 
   Board Member Laura Moore 
 
Also Present:  City Planner Chris Anderson 
   Acting Mayor/Council Liaison John LeTourneau 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Valentine called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Stodola and seconded by Board Member Covart to approve the agenda 
as submitted. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Stodola, Covart, and 
Fetterley.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Members Bernard, Hiatt, and Moore. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 
4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated April 16, 2018 

 

Motion by Board Member Covart and seconded by Board Member Fetterley to approve the regular 
meeting minutes dated April 16, 2018. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Covart, Fetterley, and 
Stodola.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Members Bernard, Hiatt, and Moore. 
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5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

5.01: Update on Public Tree Survey (A Resilient Communities Program Project)  

 

City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the purpose of this case is to 
provide the Board a status update on the Resilient Communities Program project to complete a 
survey of Public Trees.  He noted that there was an initial classroom training offered by the student 
group that was held on Friday, April 13.  He stated that there was supposed to be an outdoor 
training session held on April 14 but that was canceled due to a snow storm.  He noted that because 
of the late winter, which delayed the leaf-out of most trees, it was agreed to delay the outdoor 
training session until late May or early June.  He noted that the professor of this course has now 
offered to conduct a 'refresher' classroom training for those volunteers that did attend the initial 
training, but also for any others that were interested in volunteering to assist with the survey.  He 
advised that the two new training dates are now set for Friday, June 1 and Saturday, June 2.  He 
noted that the students have also made training materials available online and have created tree 
identification cards that can be used for those assisting with the survey.  He provided additional 
details on the process for the survey and the information that this will provide.  He stated that the 
data will help the City to plan for issues such as Emerald Ashe Borer, and ensure tree diversity 
exists in the City owned land.  He welcomed any interested members of the public to attend the 
upcoming training sessions. 
 
Board Member Covart asked if the teams are composed of two people. 
 
The City Planner stated that ideally the teams would be composed of three people.  He stated that 
ensures safety and will also help to talk through items like species identification and health 
condition to determine how many points are given.   
 
Board Member Fetterley asked the length of time that this survey would take. 
 
City Planner Anderson stated that he has been told that this will take on average ten minutes per 
tree, noting higher times in the beginning and lower times once people are comfortable with the 
process.  He estimated that this would be a total of 400 hours of time and noted that 16 to 18 
volunteers would be helpful. 
 
Acting Mayor LeTourneau stated that this is a great project and will supply the City with 
knowledge to prepare itself for issues that arise with trees. 
 

5.02: Update on Pollinator Friendly Projects  

 

City Planner Anderson presented the staff report. He stated that the City of Ramsey is partnering 
with the City of Andover on two (2) native landscape and pollinator friendly projects this year. He 
noted that Andover has hosted a Native Plant Sale for a couple of years and earlier this year, staff 
was asked if there was interest in participating in some fashion with their Native Plant Sale.  He 
stated that rather than holding separate events, Ramsey staff is simply promoting the Native Plant 
Sale that will be held at the Andover City Hall on June 2.  He stated that there will be information 
in the next Weekly Update and on the website.  He noted that information was also included in the 
May/June issue of the Ramsey Resident newsletter promoting the event.  He stated that Andover 
also holds a pollinator friendly tour of properties that have made changes to make more pollinator 
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friendly.  He stated that Andover reached out to Ramsey to determine if there are any properties 
in Ramsey that would want to participate in the tour.  He noted two properties that came to mind 
and noted that both property owners were very excited to be a part of the tour.  He noted that the 
intent of the tour is to showcase local properties and provide education to the tour participants on 
how they could do something similar on their own property.  He stated that the tour will be on July 
21st from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  He noted that additional information on the tour will be printed 
in the Ramsey Resident.   
 
Acting Mayor LeTourneau asked if there has been any data to show that the pollinator efforts are 
having a benefit. 
 
The City Planner stated that if there is noticeable movement, that could be tracked by people 
expressing interest and adding projects to their property.  He stated that there are a number of 
ancillary benefits for these projects as well, as less water is used for these type of landscapes, and 
a reduction of chemicals used.   
 
Chairperson Valentine noted that increased presence of butterflies could also be an indicator.  He 
stated that he has not seen data showing pollinator populations and the impacts that these efforts 
have had.   
 
City Planner Anderson noted that there are some citizen science organizations, which provide the 
ability for the general public to input data on pollinators that they are seeing in their yards.  He 
stated that he could see if Ramsey could be registered through a site of that type, and residents 
could input data.   
 
Chairperson Valentine noted that perhaps that would be a project the City could work on with the 
RCP.  He stated that there are benefits of native habitat planting but noted that is not the same as 
people just not mowing their lawn. 
 
City Planner Anderson agreed that in the first few years there is a lot of effort needed to establish, 
but then the effort decreases in future years. 
 
6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 
 Next CWMA Meeting: June 5 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.  Location TBD 

 
City Planner Anderson noted that the next CWMA meeting will be held on June 5th with the 
location yet to be determined.  He noted that once the location is known he can send an email to 
the group.  He stated that the spring recycling event was held on Saturday May 5th and was one of 
the busiest events that Ramsey has ever held.  He expressed appreciation for all the residents that 
participated and noted that the next recycling event will be in July.    
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Covart and seconded by Board Member Stodola to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Acting Mayor LeTourneau recognized that this is Board Member Stodola’s last meeting. 
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Board Member Stodola confirmed that they are moving, and this will be the last meeting he will 
participate in. 
 
Chairperson Valentine thanked Board Member Stodola for his years of service and leadership on 
the Board.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________ 
Chris Anderson 
City Planner 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
JoAnn Shaw 
Community Development Secretary 
 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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Information
Title:
Consider Variance Request to Place a Detached Accessory Building within the Required Setback from the Ordinary
High Water Mark of the Rum River at 15795 Juniper Ridge Drive NW (Project No. 18-123); Case of Rick and
Diane Farrell

Purpose/Background:
The City has received an application from Rick and Diane Farrell (the "Applicant") for a variance to construct a
detached accessory building within the required setback from the Rum River on the property located at 15795
Juniper Ridge Drive NW (the "Subject Property"). 

Observations/Alternatives:
The Subject Property is located within the R-1 Residential (MUSA) zoning district and is approximately 0.88 acres
in size. The surrounding parcels are also zoned R-1 Residential (MUSA) and are of a similar size too. The Subject
Property is within the Wild and Scenic Overlay District, which has additional standards aimed at protecting the
scenic qualities of the Rum River, including a setback from the Ordinary High Watermark (OHW) and restricted
vegetative clearing activities.

The Overlay District requires a setback from the OHW of 150 feet and thirty (30) feet from the bluffline.
Furthermore, clear cutting activities are prohibited within this Overlay Distict as well. The home on the Subject
Property is approximately eighty-nine (89) feet from the OHW. However, it was constructed in the late 1970s and
predates the standards of the Overlay District, meaning that is considered lawful, non-conforming. There also is a
'pool house' on the Subject Property, which appears to have been constructed without a permit and encroaches into
the OHW setback (about seventy-seven [77] feet from the OHW).

The Applicant is proposing to construct a fourteen by twenty-four foot (14' x 24') detached accessory building
approximately seventy-two (72) feet from the OHW and greater than thirty (30) feet from the bluffline. The
proposed location would require the removal of several trees; however, the structure would be more inconspicuous
from the street in the proposed location as it would be within the treeline. 

There is a Scenic Easement in favor of the City and Anoka County encumbering a portion of the Subject Property
(as well as the properties to the east and west). Staff overlayed the Scenic Easement with an aerial image for
reference (see attached exhibit). It does appear that the proposed detached accessory structure may slightly encroach
into the easement, however, without a survey of the Subject Property depicting the Scenic Easement and the
proposed shed location, that cannot be definitively confirmed.

Based on the required setback of 150 feet, a variance will be required to place an accessory building anywhere on
the Subject Property. However, it does appear that there is space to move the location further back from the river,
which would decrease the deficiency, a standard often applied when contemplating variances. Other than the OHW
setback, there proposed accessory building is in compliance with all other applicable standards.

City Staff did forward this request to the MN DNR for comments. The DNR has stated that the proposed structure
should at least equal the setback of the existing home so as not to exacerbate a nonconformity. Furthermore, there
is space to move the shed forward that would not require the removal of any trees and would reduce the necessary
setback deviation while still complying with the local front yard setback. Furthermore, that would more or less align



with a detached accessory building constructred a couple years ago (with the issuance of a variance to the OHW
setback) on the property to the west.

Alternatives

Alterantive 1: Motion to recommend approval of the requested variance conditioned upon the Applicant moving the
location of the shed so that it is in line with the front wall of the home on the Subject Property. While this may be
more visable from the road, it certainly increases the setback from the OHW closer to about 120 feet. Additionally,
this alternative also appears to essentially eliminate the need for removing any existing trees and ensures that the
shed is not within the Scenic Easement. Staff supports this alternative.

Alternative 2: Motion to recommend approval of the requested variance conditioned upon the Applicant moving the
location of the shed so that it is no closer to the OHW than the rear wall of the home on the Subject Property. This
would eliminate yet another non-conforming structure on the Subject Property as it relates to the setback from the
OHW. While this also would increase the setback from the OHW compared to the proposed location, there doesn't
appear to be any reason why it couldn't be moved closer to the front lot line (ground is flat, no tree removal). Staff
could support this alternative.

Alternative 3: Motion to recommend approval of the variance as requested. The proposed location of the shed
would likely still be inconspicuous from the river based on the elevation change (about twenty [20] feet in
difference from the water to the top of the bluffline). However, this would require removal of several trees and
would disturb the root systems of others, creating a greater possibility for erosion into the river. Additionally, it is
unclear, at least without a survey, whether the proposed location would encroach into the Scenic Easement
encumbering the Subject Property. Staff does not support this alternative.

Alternative 4: Recommend denial of the variance. Based on the current setback requirement from the OHW,
placement of an accessory building is not possible without a variance. Installation of a detached accessory building
is a reasonable use of a single family residential property and it would not alter the essential character of the
neighborhood. Staff does not support this alternative. 

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this request are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Action:
Motion to recommend approval of a variance to the OHW setback contingent upon the accessory structure being
located essentially in line with the front wall of the existing home on the Subject Property.
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Scenic Easement Document
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Information
Title:
Update on Cooperative Weed Management Partnership

Purpose/Background:
As the Board is aware, City Staff have been attending meetings coordinated by the Anoka Conservation District
(ACD) regarding a Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) Partnership to address invasive and noxious
weeds within the county. There are several points of emphasis for this partnership including mapping locations of
noxious weeds, better coordination of public education efforts, and potential access to grant funds by private
property owners for noxious weed control. Participation in the CWMA does require execution of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU), which is a non-binding agreement that outlines the five (5) main goals: Information
Exchange, Education, Prevention, Noxious Weed Control, and Cooperation.

Observations/Alternatives:
At the end of May, ACD staff provided some brief training to Ramsey Public Works Staff on two noxious weeds:
Oriental Bittersweet and Wild Parsnip. While Oriental Bittersweet is concerning because of its invasive tendencies,
Wild Parsnip is concerning because its sap can cause severe blistering and swelling with human contact. While
there are no known sites of Oriental Bittersweet in Ramsey, Staff has confirmed one infestation of Wild Parsnip.

Through this partnership, the City and Ramsey residents should benefit from better educational efforts, potential
access to grant funds for noxious weed control (private property owners only), and better tracking to help eliminate
'new' noxious weeds from becoming established. There is no financial committment required from the City and the
MOU does not obligate the City to take any actions above and beyond those already required via federal, state,
county and/or local laws, and clearly states that it is non-binding and that partners can leave the partnership at any
time with a thirty (30) day written notice to all partners.

Alternatives

Alternative 1: Recommend City Council authorize execution of the MOU for Ramsey to officially join the Anoka
County Weed Management Area Partnership. The MOU does not obligate the City to do anything (City is already
subject to any federal, state, and county regulations related to noxious weeds) and provides Ramsey residents with
potential access to grant funds to address noxious weeds on private land. The ACD would act as the grant
administrator, thus this does not add any additional responsibility on City Staff. Finally, the spirit of this
partnership is to encourage information sharing, public education, and enhanced control of noxious weeds, which
can have detrimental health impacts. Staff supports this alternative.

Alternative 2: Recommend that the City not participate in this partnership. This would not add any additional work
load to City Staff. Also, if the City opts not to participate, residents of Ramsey will not be eligible to seek grant
funds that could be used to assist with control/eradication of noxious weeds on private property. Staff does not
support this alternative.

Funding Source:
This case is being handled as part of Staff's normal duties.

Action:



Action:
Motion to recommend that City Council authorize execution of the MOU to participate in the Anoka County
Cooperative Weed Management Area Partnership.

Attachments
DRAFT Memorandum of Understanding
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Anoka Cooperative Weed Management Area 

Memorandum of Understanding 

among  

Andover 
Anoka 

Anoka Conservation District 
Anoka County AIS 

Anoka County Highway Department 
Anoka County Parks 

Blaine 
Circle Pines 

Columbia Heights 
Fridley 

Ham Lake 
Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization 

MN Department of Agriculture 
MN Department of Transportation 

Mississippi Park Connection 
Mississippi NRRA 

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization 
Ramsey 

Springbrook Nature Center 
Sunrise Watershed Management Organization 

Upper Rum River Watershed Management Organization 
 
 

(Hereinafter referred to as Partners) 
 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) is hereby entered into among the above 

parties.  Other parties may be added as interest and necessity demand.  

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

Anoka County lies within a landscape consisting of a diverse patchwork of high quality native 
plant communities including expansive wetland complexes, upland prairie, oak savanna, 
woodlands, and riparian corridors including the Wild and Scenic Mississippi and Rum Rivers. 
Population density across the landscape also varies greatly, with higher population density in the 
southern portion of the county and larger natural public lands in the northern half of the county. 
This diverse landscape and the myriad of active groups including governmental agencies, non-
profit organizations, private business, private citizens and landowners give the county the 
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opportunity to manage invasive plants in a collaborative effort to protect, restore, and enhance 
native habitats throughout Anoka county. 

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to establish a cooperative effort, 
among the above-mentioned Partners, necessary for effective planning, coordination, and 
implementation to manage and control invasive species in Anoka County. This MOU defines the 
terms and conditions under which the Anoka Cooperative Weed Management Area (ACWMA) will 
cooperate and coordinate activities necessary to prevent the introduction, establishment and 
spread of invasive species in Anoka County. These activities shall focus on the prevention, 
detection, eradication and control of priority invasive plants using an integrated, cooperative, 
strategic approach. Partners are encouraged to share resources, information, expertise, and effort 
on a willing and cooperative basis on both public and private lands and waters.   This MOU is not 
intended to establish legal authorities or mandates where they do not currently exist. This MOU 
in no way restricts any of the Partners from participating in similar activities with other public or 
private agencies, organizations, or individuals.  

 
 
II. LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 

For the National Park Service, the legal authority for entering into this agreement is the National 
Park Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 1-3).  This is a general management authority for entering 
into a memorandum of understanding to document mutually agreed upon policies, procedures, 
objectives, and/or assistance relationships that do not involve funding. 
 
This MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document.  Any endeavor involving 
reimbursement, contribution of funds, or transfer of anything of value between the parties to this 
instrument will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures 
including those for government procurement and printing.  Such endeavors will be outlined in 
separate agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be 
independently authorized by appropriate noncompetitive award to the cooperator of any 
contract or other agreement.  Any contract of agreement for training or the services must fully 
comply with all applicable requirements for competition. 

 
 
III. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL GOALS, INTERESTS, AND BENEFITS 
 

Partners of this MOU have mutual interest in preventing the establishment and spread of invasive 
species and share the following goals: 
 

 INFORMATION EXCHANGE – Share technical information regarding identification, control 
methods, locations, new infestations, and project success amongst Partners and with other 
Weed Management Areas and programs. 

 EDUCATION – Increase public and staff awareness of exotic invasive plants and 
management techniques. 

 PREVENTION – Prevent the establishment of new invasive species infestations and spread 
of existing invasive species infestations. 

 CONTROL – Promote the effective, integrated management or eradication of priority 
invasive species. 
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 COOPERATION – Facilitate development of cooperative efforts including opportunities for 
shared funding sources, resources, materials, personnel, including volunteers, expertise, 
equipment, etc. 

 
In order to efficiently and effectively fulfill the ACWMA goals, the undersigned parties mutually 
agree to the following: 

 
 Participate, assist, or cooperate in the development of the ACWMA. 
 Develop and implement an ACWMA Strategic Weed Management Plan, which outlines and 

describes the goals and priority objectives of the ACWMA.  
 Share information, provide assistance and expertise regarding invasive plant management 

activities. 
 Provide opportunities to engage outside interest groups, private landowners, and the public 

in weed management and education on lands and waters within the ACWMA.  
 Identify opportunities for further development and cooperative management projects. 
 Utilize the Anoka Conservation District as the fiscal administrator for any grants or financial 

support received by the ACWMA. 
 
The level of participation in each activity and the development of the Strategic Weed Management 
Plan for the ACWMA is voluntary, however all Partners may review and provide comment. 
 
 
IV. TERM OF AGREEMENT 
 

This MOU will become effective upon signature of each Partner and fully effective upon the day all 
partners have signed.  It may be subject to review, renewal, or expiration.   

 
 
V. MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION 
 

Modifications to this MOU shall be made by the issuance of a unanimously approved modification 
prior to any changes being performed.  Any Partner may withdraw from this agreement at any 
time before the date of expiration by providing 30-days written notice to all signatories. 

 
 
VI. ADDITIONAL PARTIES TO THE MOU  
 

Additional parties may, and are encouraged to, be added to the MOU as Partners, at any time.  All 
Partners will be notified of any additional party and will be given 30 days after the notification to 
determine if there is a conflict of interest.  If a conflict of interest is identified the Partner may 
choose to withdraw from the MOU.  If the Partner does not withdraw, then the additional party 
with the conflict of interest may not be added to the MOU. 

 
 
VII. ENDORSEMENT AND SUPPORT 
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The supporters of this agreement agree that working together in a cooperative, coordinated 
approach will result in the preservation and enhancement of the natural, economic, and social 
resources in this area.  The parties supporting this agreement understand that this is a 
nonbinding statement of consensus and intent that recognizes the respective authorities and 
policies of federal, state, county, local governments, and non-governmental private sector 
interests.   
 
A separate page will be included for each of the Partners designating the key official to this MOU 
and the signature for the person authorized to enter into this agreement. 
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Anoka Cooperative Weed Management Area 

Memorandum of Understanding 
among  

Andover 
Anoka 

Anoka Conservation District 
Anoka County AIS 

Anoka County Highway Department 
Anoka County Parks 

Blaine 
Circle Pines 

Columbia Heights 
Fridley 

Ham Lake 
Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization 

MN Department of Agriculture 
MN Department of Transportation 

Mississippi Park Connection 
Mississippi NRRA 

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization 
Ramsey 

Springbrook Nature Center 
Sunrise Watershed Management Organization 

Upper Rum River Watershed Management Organization 
 

Name, Title: 

Agency/Organization: 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

 

 

 

Authorized Representative Organization Represented Date 
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