
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Regular City Council
Tuesday, January 8, 2019

7:00 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Presentation
 

1.   Swearing-In Ceremony for Councilmember At-Large Chris Riley, Ward 1 Councilmember Nadine
Heinrich and Ward 3 Councilmember Melody Shryock.

 

3. Citizen Input

 

4. Consent Agenda
 

1.   Receive November 2018 Financial Reports
 

2.   Consider Actions to Allow Outside Storage at 6316 Riverdale Drive NW (Project No. 18-155); Case of
Rocky Mtn Investment, LLC 

Introduce Ordinance #19-01 to rezone property from R-1 Residential (MUSA) to E-1
Employment.

1.

Adopt Resolution #19-002 granting a Conditional Use Permit for outside storage as the principal
use of the property.

2.

Adopt Resolution #19-003 approving a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to reguide property
from Low Density Residential to Business Park.

3.

 

3.   Approve the Following Meeting Minutes: 
1. City Council Work Session dated 11/27/2018
2. City Council Regular dated 11/27/2018
3. City Council Work Session dated 12/11/2018
4. City Council Regular dated 12/11/2018

 

4.   Approve Licenses.
 

5.   Approval of Tuition Reimbursement
 

6.   Adopt Resolution #19-009 Approving the City of Ramsey 2020 Budget Calendar
 

7.   Adopt Resolution #19-021 Adopting 2019 Enterprise Fund Budgets
 

8.   Adopt Resolution #19-016 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of
Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of December 6, 2018 through December 28,
2018

 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government services

  



 

9.   Adopt Resolution #19-019 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of
Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of December 29, 2018 through January 2,
2019

 

10.   Adopt Resolution #19-013 Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for Improvement Project
17-01, Alpine Drive Reconstruction.

 

11.   Adopt Resolution #19-014 Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for Improvement Project
17-00, Sunwood Drive Reconstruction.

 

12.   Adopt Resolution #19-015 Approving an Extension of Cleanup and Code Enforcement Actions at
17290 Germanium St NW

 

13.   Adopt Resolution #19-020 to Accept the City Administrator's Annual Performance Evaluation
 

14.   Adopt Resolution #19-017 to Hire Paid-on-call Firefighters
 

15.   Adopt Resolution #19-004 Hiring Temporary Ice Rink Attendants
 

16.   Report from Public Works Committee
The Public Works Committee held its regular meeting on December 18, 2018 and discussed the
following cases:
1. Highway 47 Landscaping Project: Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to
approve the staff recommendation and forward Resolution #19-011 to the full Council for
consideration.
2. Consider Recommendation to City Council to Accept Petition Opposing Improvement Project
#19-02, Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions: Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works
Committee to accept the petition as valid and direct staff to mail letters to all benefiting property
owners to clearly define the project, ramifications of signing the petition and options to withdraw their
signature if desired.
3. Review Drainage Concerns at 17290 Germanium Street NW: Ratify the concensus of the Committee
and Mr. Aberle for Mr. Thomsen to complete the driveway improvements including grading and two
eight-inch culverts, and for Staff to collect topographic data along Mr. Aberle's west property line and
around and adjacent to his garage and driveway.
4. Consider Request to Modify Traffic Control at Bunker Lake Boulevard, Puma Street and Rabbit
Street Intersection: Ratify the consensus of the Committee to leave the stop signs as is for the time
being.  

Staff Updates on Improvement Projects and Items of Interest: City Engineer Westby noted that the
January Public Works Committee meeting has been canceled as there is a conflict with the road
funding open house on January 15, 2019. 

 

5. Approve Agenda
 

6. Public Hearing
 

7. Council Business
 

1.   Adopt Resolution #19-001 for 2019 Council Organization; Resolution #19-006 Designating Financial
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1.   Adopt Resolution #19-001 for 2019 Council Organization; Resolution #19-006 Designating Financial
Institutions as Official Depositories of City Funds for 2019; Resolution #19-007 Authorizing
Signatures for Financial Transactions and Resolution #19-008 Designating Bank of the West as
Official Financial Institution for the City of Ramsey Banking Services for the Year of 2019

 

2.   Adopt Resolution #19-012 Accepting Petition Opposing Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions,
Improvement Project #19-02

 

3.   Adopt Resolution #19-010 to Promote a Community Service Officer to Patrol Officer Filling the
Current Vacancy

 

4.   Adopt Resolution #19-022 to Hire a Part-time Recreation Specialist
 

5.   Adopt Resolution #19-018 to Hire a Full-time Firefighter / Fire Inspector
 

6.   Adopt Resolution #19-023 Approving Proposed Policy Changes for Code Enforcement Program
 

8. Mayor/Council/Staff Input
 

9. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government services

  



   
CC Regular Session   2. 1.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  

Information
Title:
Swearing-In Ceremony for Councilmember At-Large Chris Riley, Ward 1 Councilmember Nadine Heinrich and
Ward 3 Councilmember Melody Shryock.

Purpose/Background:
Background: In the November 6, 2018 Election the following Councilmembers were elected to 4-year terms:
Councilmember At-Large Chris Riley, Councilmember Ward 1 Nadine Heinrich and Councilmember Ward 3
Melody Shryock. The aforementioned Councilmembers were officially sworn-in previously in order to allow them
to perform their official duties; however, the ceremonial swearing-in will be conducted this evening.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Colleen Lasher (Originator) Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 03:04 PM
Jo Thieling Jo Thieling 01/03/2019 03:33 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 03:50 PM
Form Started By: Colleen Lasher Started On: 01/02/2019 08:43 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



   
CC Regular Session   4. 1.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Diana Lund, Finance

Information
Title
Receive November 2018 Financial Reports

Purpose/Background:
Purpose: Receive October monthly financial reports for the funds of: General, Water, Sewer, Street Lighting,
Recycling and Storm Drainage.

Brief summary of actual revenues and expenditures-to-date in comparison to adopted budget for the respective
funds.

Action:
No action required. Informational only.

Attachments
November 2018 General Fund Financial Report - Budget to Actual
November 2018 Enterprise Funds Financial Reports - Budget to Actual

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:18 PM
Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 12/15/2018 02:41 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

Dept
-CURRENT YEAR 

ADOPTED BUDGET-

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER

Admin 2,077,782.00                        1,696,086.29                                

Com Dev 928,529.00                           905,730.67                                   

Contingency 176,455.00                           61,853.00                                     

Council 151,651.00                           122,331.81                                   

Finance 492,154.00                           560,766.16                                   

Fire 1,005,890.00                        861,229.62                                   

Legal 128,400.00                           98,443.32                                     

Police 3,517,438.00                        3,059,842.39                                

Public Works 3,644,985.00                        3,247,852.72                                

Grand Total 12,123,284.00                      10,614,135.98                              

Category
-CURRENT YEAR 

ADOPTED BUDGET-

-CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER-

Capital Outlay 710,510.00                           662,496.77                                   

Debt Service 119,455.00                           61,853.00                                     

Other Services & Charges 2,716,162.00                        2,024,358.35                                

Personal Services 7,728,382.00                        6,365,711.87                                

Supplies 848,775.00                           592,333.21                                   

Grand Total 12,123,284.00                      9,706,753.20                                

Category
-CURRENT YEAR 

ADOPTED BUDGET-

-CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER-

Taxes 9,400,242.00                        5,039,576.63                                

Charges for Services 710,244.00                           647,733.58                                   

Business Licenses/Permits 33,750.00                             62,769.82                                     

Fines and Forfeits 68,700.00                             33,581.34                                     

Federal Intergovernmental 8,000.00                               -                                                

State Intergovernmental 351,750.00                           381,865.79                                   

Interest 70,000.00                             -                                                

Miscellaneous 31,000.00                             19,601.75                                     

Non-Business Licenses/Permits 479,000.00                           843,472.03                                   

Transfers in 970,598.00                           237,500.00                                   

Grand Total 12,123,284.00                      7,266,100.94                                

GENERAL FUND REVENUES

- BY CATEGORY -

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

- BY DEPARTMENT -

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES

- BY CATEGORY -

This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. PREPARED BY: FINANCE DEPARTMENT



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. PREPARED BY: FINANCE DEPARTMENT



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

BUSINESS UNIT 9601 WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR 

REQUESTED BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (12,000.00)                               (9,622.33)                                 80.19%

4609   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 62,000.00                                62,173.13                                100.28%

4651   WATER REVENUE 4,278.91                                  0.00%

4652   WATER SALES - RESIDENTIAL 1,120,202.00                            1,223,187.32                            109.19%

4653   WATER SALES-COMMERCIAL 653,131.00                               660,522.58                               101.13%

4654   WATER PENALTIES 35,859.00                                32,737.09                                91.29%

4655   WATER METER INSTALLATION 15,000.00                                16,940.00                                112.93%

4656   WATER METERS 32,000.00                                40,933.00                                127.92%

4657   CONNECTION/RECONNECTION FEES 500.00                                     (100.00)                                    -20.00%

4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 120,000.00                               -                                           0.00%

4702   MISCELLANEOUS INTEREST -                                           8,891.23                                  0.00%

4606   DEVELOPER FEES (WAC) 1,033,571.00                            0.00%

4601   MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 2,290.24                                  0.00%

Grand Total 2,026,692.00                            3,075,802.17                            702.93%

BUSINESS UNIT 9601 WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR 

REQUESTED BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 236,198.00                               151,383.19                               64.09%

6103   FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME 13,500.00                                12,741.68                                94.38%

6105   TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES 17,066.00                                7,684.68                                  45.03%

6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 47,422.00                                13,227.31                                27.89%

6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 19,523.00                                14,130.75                                72.38%

6131   GROUP INSURANCE 33,177.00                                22,124.30                                66.69%

6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 9,160.00                                  -                                           0.00%

6208   MISCELLANEOUS OFFICE SUPPLIES 600.00                                     22.48                                       3.75%

6223   GASOLINE 2,500.00                                  3,412.41                                  136.50%

6225   DIESEL FUEL 4,000.00                                  3,767.43                                  94.19%

6229   SHOP MATERIALS 500.00                                     165.25                                     33.05%

6231   UNIFORMS & TURN-OUT GEAR 2,900.00                                  2,620.83                                  90.37%

6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 18,000.00                                13,034.01                                72.41%

6257   OTHER VEHICLE PARTS 7,000.00                                  3,449.33                                  49.28%

6273   UTILITY SYSTEM MAINT SUPPLIES 75,000.00                                71,086.58                                94.78%

6281   SMALL TOOLS & MINOR EQUIPMENT 6,000.00                                  4,469.64                                  74.49%

6292   WATER METERS FOR RESALE 55,000.00                                58,224.52                                105.86%

6315   MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 150,000.00                               97,817.00                                65.21%

6322   POSTAGE 2,600.00                                  734.70                                     28.26%

6323   CELLULAR PHONES 2,900.00                                  2,610.24                                  90.01%

6335   TRAINING 1,500.00                                  768.00                                     51.20%

6352   GENERAL NOTICE & PUBLIC INFOR 300.00                                     172.00                                     57.33%

6361   GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 28,000.00                                -                                           0.00%

6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 125,000.00                               119,053.57                               95.24%

6373   GAS 3,000.00                                  1,722.96                                  57.43%

6374   REFUSE/RECYCLING 700.00                                     792.59                                     113.23%

6381   BUILDING & STRUCTURE REPAIR 3,000.00                                  2,629.61                                  87.65%

6439   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS 58,000.00                                -                                           0.00%

6451   MEMBERSHIP DUES 500.00                                     1,240.00                                  248.00%

6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 74,000.00                                53,342.78                                72.08%

6550   MOTOR VEHICLES 7,744.00                                  0.00%

6722   DEPRECIATION 750,000.00                               -                                           0.00%

6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 41,000.00                                41,000.00                                100.00%

Grand Total 1,788,046.00                            711,171.84                               2190.79%

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. Business Unit: 9601 Page 1 of 6



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

BUSINESS UNIT 9601 WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR 

REQUESTED BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 

included in the adopted budget. 

This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. Business Unit: 9601 Page 2 of 6



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

BUSINESS UNIT 9602 SEWER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR 

REQUESTED BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (11,000.00)                               (8,588.72)                                 78.08%

4356   SEWER AVAILABILITY CHARGE-ADM 3,000.00                                  7,703.50                                  256.78%

4609   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 5,000.00                                  -                                           0.00%

4661   RESIDENTIAL-SEWER CHARGES 1,161,216.00                            903,980.08                               77.85%

4662   COMMERCIAL-SEWER CHARGES 360,000.00                               276,738.78                               76.87%

4663   SEWER PENALTIES 42,030.00                                27,752.94                                66.03%

4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 80,000.00                                -                                           0.00%

4702   MISCELLANEOUS INTEREST 15,581.00                                -                                           0.00%

4606   DEVELOPER FEES (WAC) 2,000.00                                  433,806.00                               21690.30%

4601   MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 2,290.27                                  0.00%

Grand Total 1,657,827.00                            1,643,682.85                            22245.91%

BUSINESS UNIT 9602 SEWER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR 

REQUESTED BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 155,382.00                               63,839.91                                41.09%

6103   FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME -                                           784.65                                     0.00%

6105   TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES -                                           8,288.34                                  0.00%

6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 24,361.00                                5,510.91                                  22.62%

6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 11,988.00                                5,803.29                                  48.41%

6131   GROUP INSURANCE 11,396.00                                -                                           0.00%

6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 5,013.00                                  -                                           0.00%

6223   GASOLINE 3,500.00                                  3,099.20                                  88.55%

6225   DIESEL FUEL 2,500.00                                  1,460.82                                  58.43%

6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 17,000.00                                2,780.41                                  16.36%

6275   OTHER EQUIPMENT PARTS 5,000.00                                  2,078.35                                  41.57%

6281   SMALL TOOLS & MINOR EQUIPMENT 319.00                                     0.00%

6315   MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 70,000.00                                12,882.80                                18.40%

6335   TRAINING 1,500.00                                  1,216.00                                  81.07%

6361   GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 18,540.00                                -                                           0.00%

6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 17,000.00                                9,784.93                                  57.56%

6373   GAS 3,000.00                                  1,337.32                                  44.58%

6374   REFUSE/RECYCLING 700.00                                     792.60                                     113.23%

6377   SEWER SERVICE CHARGE 757,216.00                               757,215.48                               100.00%

6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 24,000.00                                10,417.16                                43.40%

6722   DEPRECIATION 510,000.00                               -                                           0.00%

6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 35,000.00                                35,000.00                                100.00%

Grand Total 1,673,096.00                            922,611.17                               875.26%

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 

included in the adopted budget. 

This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. Business Unit: 9602 Page 3 of 6



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

BUSINESS UNIT 9603 STREET LIGHT UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR 

REQUESTED BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (2,500.00)                                  (2,627.66)                                  105.11%

4681   CHARGES FOR STREET LIGHTS 146,800.00                               113,597.55                               77.38%

4683   STREET LIGHTING PENALTIES 6,968.00                                   4,499.34                                   64.57%

4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 10,000.00                                 -                                            0.00%

4684   PRIORITY STREET LIGHT 50,680.00                                 38,535.18                                 76.04%

Grand Total 211,948.00                               154,004.41                               323.10%

BUSINESS UNIT 9603 STREET LIGHT UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR 

REQUESTED BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 130,000.00                               97,617.83                                 75.09%

6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 14,000.00                                 10,609.30                                 75.78%

6722   DEPRECIATION 46,000.00                                 -                                            0.00%

6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 20,000.00                                 20,000.00                                 100.00%

Grand Total 210,000.00                               128,227.13                               250.87%

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 

included in the adopted budget. 

This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. Business Unit: 9603 Page 4 of 6



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

BUSINESS UNIT 9604 RECYCLING UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR REQUESTED 

BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (3,000.00)                                  (3,046.42)                                  101.55%

4287   OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS 69,000.00                                 30,866.07                                 44.73%

4609   OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES -                                            3,092.94                                   0.00%

4671   RECYCLING CHARGES 302,000.00                               232,852.88                               77.10%

4672   RECYCLING PENALTIES 8,000.00                                   6,575.39                                   82.19%

4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 2,000.00                                   -                                            0.00%

Grand Total 378,000.00                               270,340.86                               305.58%

BUSINESS UNIT 9604 RECYCLING UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR REQUESTED 

BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 20,906.00                                 12,775.95                                 61.11%

6103   FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME -                                            1,161.54                                   0.00%

6104   PART TIME-WAGES & SALARIES 7,280.00                                   -                                            0.00%

6105   TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES 70.00                                        0.00%

6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 2,114.00                                   1,045.23                                   49.44%

6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 2,165.00                                   947.96                                      43.79%

6131   GROUP INSURANCE 2,359.00                                   -                                            0.00%

6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 223.00                                      -                                            0.00%

6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 25,000.00                                 27,636.15                                 110.54%

6322   POSTAGE 400.00                                      218.70                                      54.68%

6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 316,000.00                               292,480.04                               92.56%

6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 11,500.00                                 11,500.00                                 100.00%

Grand Total 387,947.00                               347,835.57                               512.12%

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 

included in the adopted budget. 

This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. Business Unit: 9604 Page 5 of 6



JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH PERIOD ENDING: November 30, 2018

BUSINESS UNIT 9605 STORM WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR REQUESTED 

BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

4140   CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (4,200.00)                                  (4,491.31)                                  106.94%

4693   STORM WATER-RESIDENTIAL 511,920.00                               390,727.75                               76.33%

4694   STORM WATER-COMMERCIAL 503,064.00                               393,110.03                               78.14%

4695   STORM WATER-PENALTIES 18,427.00                                 15,741.55                                 85.43%

4701   INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 10,000.00                                 -                                            0.00%

Grand Total 1,039,211.00                            795,088.02                               346.83%

BUSINESS UNIT 9605 STORM WATER UTILITY

GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT
CURRENT YEAR REQUESTED 

BUDGET

CURRENT YTD GENERAL 

LEDGER
-% of Budget-

6102   F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 128,566.00                               28,846.59                                 22.44%

6105   TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES -                                            1,396.05                                   0.00%

6121   PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 24,350.00                                 2,268.27                                   9.32%

6122   FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 9,863.00                                   2,313.30                                   23.45%

6131   GROUP INSURANCE 17,121.00                                 -                                            0.00%

6133   WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 4,146.00                                   -                                            0.00%

6223   GASOLINE 100.00                                      -                                            0.00%

6225   DIESEL FUEL 4,500.00                                   4,471.92                                   99.38%

6249   MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 10,000.00                                 2,353.23                                   23.53%

6257   OTHER VEHICLE PARTS 9,000.00                                   4,993.17                                   55.48%

6315   MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 60,000.00                                 12,539.75                                 20.90%

6361   GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 8,000.00                                   -                                            0.00%

6371   ELECTRIC UTILITIES 2,500.00                                   2,079.17                                   83.17%

6373   GAS 2,500.00                                   1,117.58                                   44.70%

6374   REFUSE/RECYCLING 700.00                                      792.55                                      113.22%

6451   MEMBERSHIP DUES 20,000.00                                 19,960.00                                 99.80%

6489   OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 40,000.00                                 10,400.07                                 26.00%

6722   DEPRECIATION 325,000.00                               -                                            0.00%

6820   OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 30,000.00                                 30,000.00                                 100.00%

Grand Total 696,346.00                               123,531.65                               721.39%

CITY OF RAMSEY

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Note: The Finance Department has highlighted line items that may be trending towards exceeding budget OR not may not have been 

included in the adopted budget. 

This report reflects year to date revenue and expenditures as compared to annual budget. 

It does not reflect fund balance. Business Unit: 9605 Page 6 of 6



   
CC Regular Session   4. 2.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Consider Actions to Allow Outside Storage at 6316 Riverdale Drive NW (Project No. 18-155); Case of Rocky Mtn
Investment, LLC 

Introduce Ordinance #19-01 to rezone property from R-1 Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment.1.
Adopt Resolution #19-002 granting a Conditional Use Permit for outside storage as the principal use of the
property.

2.

Adopt Resolution #19-003 approving a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to reguide property from Low
Density Residential to Business Park.

3.

Purpose/Background:
This case was reviewed by the City Council on November 13, 2018. This case is to bring back the case for
approval per direction of the City Council. Final action will occur in adopting the ordinance and an upcoming
meeting.

The Planning Commission reviewed a request for a Zoning Amendment related to the parcel generally known as
6316 Riverdale Dr NW (the "Subject Property") at their November 1, 2018 meeting and recommended that the
zoning remain R-1 Residential (MUSA). The request was subsequently reviewed by the City Council on November
13, 2018 and the City Council directed Staff to prepare an Ordinance to proceed with amending the zoning from
R-1 Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment. The City Council acknowledged the concerns initially identified by
Staff and the Planning Commission but also considered the realistic viability of a single family home being
constructed on the Subject Property.

In addition to the Zoning Amendment, the City Council also directed Staff to proceed with preparing a case for
consideration by the Planning Commission for a Conditonal Use Permit to allow outside storage as a principal use
on the Subject Property and a Variance to reduce the required setback of outside storage from adjacent residential
properties. Ultimately, a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to re-guide the Subject Property from Low Density
Residential to Business Park will also be necessary.

The Planning Commission again reviewed the request to rezone the Subject Property at their December 6, 2018
meeting. They also contemplated both a variance to setbacks for outdoor storage adjacent to residentially zoned
property and a Conditonal Use Permit to allow outdoor storage as the principal use on the Subject Property.

Notification:
Staff attempted to notify all property owners within 350 feet of the Subject Property of the requested Variance and



Staff attempted to notify all property owners within 350 feet of the Subject Property of the requested Variance and
Conditional Use Permit via standard U.S. mail and published the Notice of Public Hearing in the Anoka County
UnionHerald. This same process was previously utilized to notify all property owners within 350 feet of the Subject
Property of the requested Zoning Amendment.

Observations/Alternatives:
General Background
The Subject Property is zoned R-1 Residential (MUSA). The properties to the west, south and southeast are also
zoned R-1 Residential (MUSA) while the properties to the east and north (across Riverdale Drive) are zoned E-1
Employment. The Subject Property is 0.25 acres in size and is currently vacant with the exception of an existing
chain link fence.

Zoning Amendment
The Applicant is seeking this Zoning Amendment to accommodate a potential sale of the Subject Property to
Country Side Services of Minnesota, Inc., who desires to utilize it for outdoor storage. Outdoor storage is not
permitted in the R-1 Residential District. In the E-1 Employment District, outdoor storage as an accessory use of a
property is permitted; however, as the principal use, it would require a Conditional Use Permit.

The City Council reviewed the request for the Zoning Amendment at their November 13, 2018 meeting. Council
direction to City Staff was to proceed with preparing an ordinance to rezone the Subject Property to E-1
Employment. It was noted that this was not necessarily a desirable parcel for a residential home. Additionally, the
Subject Property has historically been classified for tax purposes as Commercial/Industrial. As a transitional parcel
between existing residential and existing industrial parcels, the City Council was supportive of the Zoning
Amendment if there were additional measures that could help with the transition between uses, such as screening
and landscaping.

The Planning Commission again reviewed this request on December 6, 2018. After considering feedback from the
City Council as well as connecting directly with several adjacent property owners, which had no objection to the
request, the Planning Commission supported the requested Zoning Amendment.

Comprehensive Plan Amendment
Both the 2010 Comprehensive Plan and the draft 2040 Comprehensive Plan guide the Subject Property as Low
Density Residential. In order to ensure that both the Zoning Map and Future Land Use Map are compatible, a
Comprehensive Plan Amendment will need to be processed to re-guide the Subject Property to Business Park.

Conditional Use Permit
As part of the Council's initial review, Staff was directed to initiate the process for a Conditional Use Permit for
outdoor storage as the principal use on the Subject Property, which, in the E-1 Employment District, is identified as
a Conditional Use. Country Side Services of Minnesota, Inc. ("Country Side") has stated that they will install an
asphalt entrance (driveway) and pave much of the Subject Property, including installation of curb and gutter as
well. They have requested permission to utilize recycled asphalt millings on a portion of the Subject Property,
where unloading of heavy equipment and track equipment would occur, to avoid damage to a paved surface. This
would meet the requirement for a surface to control dust. A grading and paving plan will need to be provided for
review and approval by the City.

As previously noted, there is an existing chain link fence around the perimeter of the Subject Property. Country
Side has agreed to install a mesh fabric material to the fence that provides some screening from the adjacent
residential parcels to the south and west. There is some existing trees/shrubs/vegetation along the southern lot line
that provides some screening; however, Country Side has agreed to further enhancements to screening with
additional plantings along the western and possibly southern boundaries for screening/buffering of the outdoor
storage. A Landscape Plan will need to be provided for review and approval by the City to ensure adequate
plantings are proposed.

Variance
As part of the Council's review, Staff was also directed to initiate the process for consideration of a variance



regarding setbacks for outdoor storage when adjacent to residential parcels. The Applicant has requested a setback
of ten (10) feet from all property boundaries. Due to the limited size of the Subject Property, a reduced setback
would allow Country Side to maximize their use of the property.

The proposed paving and curb/gutter improvements would assist with demarking the area where outdoor storage
would be permitted. Additionally, the proposed landscaping and mesh fabric material affixed to the chain link fence
will provide greater screening for the adjacent residential properties. The reduced setback still provides suffificent
space for plantings to be installed and grow, while also reserving enough area to create a depression that can help
infiltrate stormwater runoff.

At their December 6, 2018 meeting, the Planning Commission approved a variance to allow a setback of ten (10)
feet for outdoor storage adjacent to residentially zoned properties, contingent upon the Zoning Amendment being
approved. At least one Commissioner stated a preference for cyclone fencing (plastic slats inserted into chain link
fencing) rather than the mesh fabric material recommended by Staff. However, that preference was not a part of the
formal motion for approval of the variance and Staff still stands by its recommendation for use of the mesh fabric
for enhanced screening.

Alternatives

Alternative 1: Motion to introduce Ordinance #19-01 to rezone the Subject Property to E-1 Employment and to
approve Resolutions #19-002 and #19-003, granting a Conditional Use Permit to allow outdoor storage as the
principal use of the Subject Property and reguiding the Subject Property to Business Park, respectively.

Alternative 2: Motion to introduce Ordinance #19-01 to rezone the Subject Property to E-1 Employment and to
approve Resolutions #19-002 and #19-003 with modifications, granting a Conditional Use Permit to allow outdoor
storage as the principal use of the Subject Property and reguiding the Subject Property to Business Park,
respectively. This alterantive would be based on discussion. If the City Council determines additional conditions
are warranted, they could be added to the Conditional Use Permit prior to its adoption.

Alternative 3: Motion to deny the requested Zoning Amendment, Comprehensive Plan Amendment, and
Conditional Use Permit.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this request are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Recommendation:
The Planning Commission recommends adoption of Ordinance #19-01 and approval of Resolution #19-002, which
respectively would rezone the Subject Property to E-1 Employment and would grant a Conditional Use Permit to
allow outdoor storage as the principal use of the Subject Property. By recommending approval of the Zoning
Amendment, that by default lends support to the Comprehensive Plan Amendment to reguide the Subject Property
from Low Density Residential to Business Park as well.

Action:
Motion to introduce Ordinance #19-01 rezoning the Subject Property to E-1 Employment and to approve
Resolutions #19-002 and #19-003, granting a Conditional Use Permit to allow outdoor storage as the principal use
on the Subject Property and approving a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to reguide the Subject Property to
Business Park, respectively.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Applications
Country Side's Summary of Proposed Use



City Council Meeting Minutes Dated November 13, 2018
DRAFT Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Dated December 6, 2018
Photos of Subject Property
Ordinance #19-01: Zoning Amendment
Resolution #19-002: Draft Conditional Use Permit
Resolution #19-003: Comprehensive Plan Amendment
Applicant's Sketch of Proposed Improvements
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7.04: Consider Request to Rezone Property Identified by PID #35-32-25-32-0062 from R-1 

Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment (Project No. 155); Case of Rocky Mtn 

Investment LLC 

 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report and recommendation from 
the Planning Commission that the property remain as R-1 Residential (MUSA).   
 
Councilmember Riley referenced the triangle piece of property and asked if that is owned by 6250 
and is unimproved. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill confirmed that is owned by 6250 and is unimproved 
and perhaps used as yard space.  He stated that there is not currently any outdoor storage or parking 
for that area. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if the additional fencing would help support a rezoning of this 
parcel. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that fencing could help but a variance would 
also be needed for transitioning and it would still be clear that outdoor storage is occurring.  He 
stated that notification was provided to the neighboring property owners and no comments were 
received so perhaps the neighbors do not mind, but again noted that variances would be required 
to allow that activity. 
 
Greg Dahlheimer, Rocky Mountain Investment Group, stated that he was not trying to be unlawful 
as the tax statement identifies the property as commercial/industrial.  He stated that he believes 
that the property is already fenced. 
 
Jeremy Anderson, Countryside Services, stated that this property is fenced with a gravel entrance 
that he has maintained for a number of years.  He stated that his intention would simply be to 
continue to store trailers on the property as he has done.  He stated that he has pictures of 
neighboring commercial properties that have fences and outdoor storage.  He stated that he could 
not see a resident wanting to build a home on this property.  He noted that when the neighboring 
blacksmith holds a class, both sides of the road are packed full of vehicles and he has even allowed 
shared parking on his lot for the classes.  He stated that some of the neighboring property owners 
have even stored trailers on this property.  He stated that the neighbors all get along and he plows 
out the other businesses for no charge.  He acknowledged that there are eyesores in the area but 
did not believe that his property was one of them.  He stated that he is growing his property and is 
looking for a small lot to store trailers.  He stated that he would comply with any necessary 
conditions.  He stated that the blacksmith building next door would not be ideal to be located next 
to a residential property.  He stated that he desires to continue the activity that he has done on the 
property.  He stated that his business has grown from four employees to ten employees and is 
simply looking for a little additional space for the trailers.  He stated that his business sells and 
services snowplows and even services the City snowplows. 
 



Councilmember Johns asked if this parcel is part of 6315 and would be subdivided or whether it 
is a separate piece. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill confirmed that this is a separate parcel. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that he would support rezoning. 
 
Councilmember Riley agreed that this would seem to be a difficult position for a residential home 
to be constructed.  He asked if there are any additional factors that could be added to help provide 
transitioning.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill noted that variances would be required and therefore 
if the direction would be to support rezoning, staff would bring additional details back for further 
discussion.  He noted the overall goal to improve the image of Highway 10 as well. 
 
Acting Mayor LeTourneau stated that one of his thoughts was the desires of the Highway 10 image.  
He stated that there is a desire and discussion around how Highway 10 is viewed as people drive 
through the community and what the community wants that corridor to look like as a representation 
of the City.   
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that she would also support rezoning as she does not believe that 
this would become a residential property.  She stated that in the long-term perhaps there would be 
a purchase of the property by the adjacent property.  She stated that the Highway 10 discussions 
will be a process over time but believed that the residential area is fairly set, and this would fit 
more with the employment district.  She agreed that fencing would be appropriate to ensure that 
the residents in that area have some buffering.   
 
Acting Mayor LeTourneau agreed with the comments made and stated that he would be interested 
in having a discussion about rezoning.  He stated that he would also be interested in compliance 
with code and wanted to ensure that any issues of noncompliance would be addressed through this 
process. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that his ultimate goal would be to purchase the adjoining property as well.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that he would support language that requires aesthetic 
improvement.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to direct Staff to prepare 
an Ordinance for introduction at a future meeting to amend the zoning designation of the Subject 
Property from R-1 Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment District. While the properties to the 
east and north are zoned E-1 Employment, the Subject Property also abuts residentially zoned 
parcels to the west and south.  
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Riley stated that he would like clarification as the statement 
was made that the County has reflected this property as commercial/industrial and asked if that 
classification should match the City zoning.  Community Development Director Gladhill provided 



additional information on how the County bases their classifications for tax purposes.  He stated 
that staff attempts to clean up these situations as they arise.  Councilmember Riley stated that this 
does point out that a property expert did not see this as residential land. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Riley, Johns, 
and Shryock.  Voting No: None. 
 



 

 

5.01: Public Hearing: Consider Actions to Allow Outside Storage at 6316 Highway 10 NW 

(Project No. 18-155); Case of Rocky Mtn Investment, LLC  

 

1. Zoning Amendment to Rezone from R-1 Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment. 
2. Conditional Use Permit to Allow Outdoor Storage as a Principal Use of the 

Property. 
3. Variance to Allow a Reduced Setback for Outdoor Storage to Residentially Zoned 

Parcels. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Chairperson Bauer called the public hearing to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Presentation 
 
City Planner Anderson presented the staff report stating the Planning Commission reviewed a 
request for a Zoning Amendment related to the parcel generally known as 6316 Riverdale Drive 
NW (the "Subject Property") at their November 1, 2018 meeting and recommended that the zoning 
remain R-1 Residential (MUSA).  The request was subsequently reviewed by the City Council on 
November 13, 2018 and the City Council directed Staff to prepare an Ordinance to proceed with 
amending the zoning from R-1 Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment.  The City Council 
acknowledged the concerns initially identified by Staff and the Planning Commission but also 
considered the realistic viability of a single-family home being constructed on the Subject 
Property.   
 
City Planner Anderson reported in addition to the Zoning Amendment, the City Council also 
directed Staff to proceed with preparing a case for consideration by the Planning Commission for 
a Conditional Use Permit to allow outside storage as a principal use on the Subject Property and a 
Variance to reduce the required setback of outside storage from adjacent residential 
properties.  Ultimately, a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to re-guide the Subject Property from 
Low Density Residential to Business Park will also be necessary. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
Commissioner VanScoy requested the applicant come forward to address the Commission. 
 
Greg Dahlheimer, 17224 172nd Ave SE in Big Lake, Minnesota, stated he owned a small lot and 
did not have any use for it.  He reported Jeremy Anderson was his neighbor and was interested in 
purchasing the lot from him.  
 
Jeremy Anderson, 6228 Highway 10, discussed how he has grown his business over the years and 
reported he was looking to purchase a small property from his neighbor.  He explained he was one 
of the largest snow plow dealers in Minnesota. He noted he has grown from four employees to ten.  
He requested the Commission allow him to park trailers and equipment outdoors.   
 
Chairperson Bauer asked if Mr. Anderson would out grow this space in the future. 



 

 

 
Mr. Anderson stated he was unsure at this point and explained this would depend on the economy 
over time.   
 
Commissioner VanScoy questioned if the applicant would be building on the new land.  
 
Mr. Anderson explained at some point in the future he would like to construct a building to house 
his two dump trucks.  
 
Commissioner VanScoy indicated he was having a difficult time supporting this request given the 
City’s setbacks.   
 
Chairperson Bauer asked if the triangular parcel was a separate parcel.   
 
City Planner Anderson reported this was the case.  
 
Commissioner VanScoy requested further information regarding the landscaping for this property.  
 
City Planner Anderson explained staff would be working with the applicant on a landscaping plan 
that would be drafted prior to this item being considered by the City Council. 
 
Commissioner VanScoy commented on the buffer that was supposed to be in place between E 
zoned properties and R-1 properties.   
 
City Planner Anderson discussed the buffer yard and fencing that would be in place to assist with 
screening this property. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill reported the Council supported flexibility with the 
setbacks while requiring plantings and landscaping to create a proper separation.  
 
Commissioner Anderson stated he would prefer to have slats within the fence instead of cloth.  
 
Commissioner Woestehoff questioned how traffic would flow in and out of this property. 
 
Mr. Anderson discussed how traffic would flow in and out of the site.  He noted this would not be 
a high traffic area. 
 
Commissioner Gengler asked what the hours of operation would be for this business.  
 
Mr. Anderson stated he worked Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and on Fridays 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  He commented he was open 24 hours after one inch of snowfall.  He 
commented further on how his business varied between the summer and winter.  
 
Commissioner Surma noted in the past other parking lots were required to be paved.   
 



 

 

Chairperson Bauer stated this was a general requirement from the City but explained Class V has 
also been allowed in some cases.  
 
City Planner Anderson reported the applicant would be installing a paved entrance to the site, 
pavement and curb and gutter, and was requesting a small parking area to be recycled asphalt 
where large equipment would be loaded and unloaded.  
 
Motion by Commissioner VanScoy, seconded by Commissioner Surma, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Bauer, Commissioners VanScoy, Surma, Anderson, 
Gengler, and Woestehoff.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  Commissioner Onyambu. 
 
Chairperson Bauer closed the public hearing closed at 7:28 p.m. 
 
Commission Business 
 
Commissioner Woestehoff asked if the City would be doing a disservice to this lot if it were 
rezoned to the E-1 zoning district. 
 
City Planner Anderson commented on the proposed setbacks and noted how the adjacent 
residential property would be impacted.  
 
Community Development Director Gladhill explained the applicant had spoken to the adjacent 
landowner and expressed interest in purchasing the triangular lot.    
 
Commissioner VanScoy stated he had difficulty supporting the proposed rezoning.  He explained 
he spoke to neighboring residents and noted they had no complaints.  
 
City Planner Anderson indicated this is the second public hearing on this matter within a month 
and explained he has not received any comments or complaints from adjacent residents.  
 
Commissioner Woestehoff asked if the north side of Riverdale was already zoned E-1.   
 
City Planner Anderson reported this was the case.  
 
Motion by Commissioner VanScoy, seconded by Commissioner Surma, to recommend that City 
Council adopt Ordinance #19-01 to Rezone the Subject Property to E-1 Employment. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Bauer, Commissioners VanScoy, Surma, Anderson, 
Gengler, Onyambu, and Woestehoff.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
Motion by Commissioner VanScoy, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to recommend that 
City Council adopt Resolution #19-002 to grant a Conditional Use Permit for outdoor storage as 
the principal use on the Subject Property, contingent upon the City Council approving Ordinance 
#19-01. 



 

 

 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Bauer, Commissioners VanScoy, Anderson, Gengler, 
Onyambu, Surma, and Woestehoff.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 
Commissioner VanScoy stated he had concerns with allowing a business to build 10 feet from the 
property line given the fact the Conditional Use Permit would run with the property.  
 
City Planner Anderson explained the variance would be specific to the outside storage for this 
specific use.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Surma, to recommend that City 
Council adopt Resolution #18-251 granting a variance to the setback requirement for outdoor 
storage adjacent to residential properties contingent upon the City Council approving Ordinance 
#19-01. 
 
Motion Carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Bauer, Commissioners Anderson, Surma, Gengler, 
Onyambu, VanScoy, and Woestehoff.  Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 
 







ORDINANCE #19-01 

 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 117 WHICH IS KNOWN AS THE ZONING AND 

SUBDIVISIONS CHAPTER OF THE CITY CODE OF RAMSEY, MINNESOTA. 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 117-90 "MAP" OF CHAPTER 117 OF THE 

CITY CODE OF RAMSEY, MINNESOTA. 
 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT 
 
The following legally described properties or portions thereof, are hereby rezoned from R-1 
Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment District. 
  

That part of Lot 5 and Lot 7, Auditors Subdivision No. 96, described as follows:  

Commencing at the west quarter corner of Section 35, Township 32, Range 25, thence on 

assumed bearing south 00 degrees 21 Minutes 49 seconds east along west line of 

Government Lot 1 a distance of 497.95 feet; thence north 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 

seconds east a  distance 406.74 feet to a judicial landmark and point of beginning; thence 

continuing  north 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 seconds east 107.80 feet to a judicial 

landmark; thence north 00 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds west a distance of 94.00 feet 

to a judicial landmark on the southerly right of way line of Riverdale Dr, described in 

Doc. No. 869268; thence south 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 seconds west along said right 

of way line a distance 107.80 feet plus/minus to a judicial landmark set at intersection 

with line bearing north 00 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds west from point of beginning; 

thence south 00 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds east distance 94.00 feet to point of 

beginning, except road subject to easement of record, Anoka County, Minnesota.  

 
SECTION 2. MAP 
 
The City is hereby instructed to cause this amendment to be shown on the "City of Ramsey Zoning 
Map", which map was adopted pursuant to Section 117-90 of the Ramsey City Code. 
 

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This ordinance becomes effective 30 days after its passage and publication, subject to City Charter 
Section 5.04. 
 
 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota the _______ day of______, 2019. 
 
 
 



              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
       
City Administrator 
 
Introduction date: 
Posting dates: 
Adoption date: 
Publication date: 
Effective date: 



Councilmember ___________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-002 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

TO ALLOW OUTDOOR STORAGE AS A PRINCIPAL USE ON THE PROPERTY 

GENERALLY KNOWN AS PID #35-32-25-32-0062 

 
RECITALS 

 
1. Country Side Services of Minnesota, Inc., hereinafter referred to as the “Permittee”, has 

properly applied for a Conditional Use Permit to allow outdoor storage as principal use on 
the property legally described as follows: 
 

That part of Lot 5 and Lot 7, Auditors Subdivision No. 96, described as follows:  
Commencing at the west quarter corner of Section 35, Township 32, Range 25, thence on 
assumed bearing south 00 degrees 21 Minutes 49 seconds east along west line of 
Government Lot 1 a distance of 497.95 feet; thence north 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 seconds 
east a  distance 406.74 feet to a judicial landmark and point of beginning; thence continuing  
north 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 seconds east 107.80 feet to a judicial landmark; thence 
north 00 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds west a distance of 94.00 feet to a judicial landmark 
on the southerly right of way line of Riverdale Dr, described in Doc. No. 869268; thence 
south 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 seconds west along said right of way line a distance 107.80 
feet plus/minus to a judicial landmark set at intersection with line bearing north 00 degrees 
21 minutes 49 seconds west from point of beginning; thence south 00 degrees 21 minutes 
49 seconds east distance 94.00 feet to point of beginning, except road subject to easement 
of record, Anoka County, Minnesota.  
 
(the “Subject Property”) 
 

2. That the Subject Property is currently zoned R-1 Residential (MUSA) but the Permittee 
has also applied for a Zoning Amendment to rezone the Subject Property to E-1 
Employment District. 
 

3. That the City Council reviewed the Zoning Amendment request at their November 13, 
2018 meeting and directed City Staff to prepare an Ordinance for introduction to rezone 
the Subject Property to E-1 Employment District. 

  
4. That properties to the west, south, and southeast are zoned R-1 Residential (MUSA), while 

the properties to the east and north (across Riverdale Drive) are zoned E-1 Employment. 
 

5. That the Subject Property is currently owned by Rocky Mtn Investment, LLC (the 
“Property Owner”). 

 
6. The Subject Property is 0.25 acres in size. 
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7. That the Permittee operates Country Side Services of Minnesota, Inc. on the property 
generally known as 6228 Highway 10 NW and is proposing to utilize the Subject Property 
for outdoor storage of various equipment and vehicles.  
 

8. That outdoor storage as a principal use is allowed as a Conditional Use in the E-1 
Employment District, provided that the storage area is surfaced to control dust. 
 

9. That the Permittee has stated that there is a gravel entrance into the Subject Property 
currently that would be upgraded to a paved surface with curb and gutter. 
 

10. That the Permittee has stated that it would be preferable to utilize recycled asphalt millings 
for surfacing a portion of the storage area because when heavy equipment and/or track 
equipment is unloaded, it can easily damage pavement. 

 
11. That in the E-1 Employment District, outdoor storage, when adjacent to residentially zoned 

property, is required to be setback forty (40) feet from the property boundary. 
 

12. That as part of the City Council’s review of the Zoning Amendment, City Staff was directed 
to draft a Variance for consideration to deviate from the minimum required setback with 
certain aesthetic enhancements, including landscaping and enhanced screening on the 
existing fence. 
 

13. That the Permittee is seeking a Variance to allow a ten (10) foot setback from residentially 
zoned parcels. 
 

14. That there is an existing chain link fence around the perimeter of the Subject Property that 
would be improved with a mesh fabric material for enhanced screening from adjacent 
residential properties. 

 
15. That the proposed paving, parking areas, and storage areas on the Subject Property conform 

to all applicable setbacks of the E-1 Employment District.  
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. That outdoor storage as a principal use will not be unduly dangerous or detrimental to 

persons residing or working in the vicinity of the use, or to the public welfare. 

 

2. That outdoor storage as a principal use will not substantially adversely impair the use, 

enjoyment or market value of any of the surrounding properties. 

 

3. That outdoor storage as a principal use will be maintained so as to be harmonious and 

appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity 

and will not change the essential character of the area. 

 
4. That outdoor storage as a principal use will not be hazardous to existing or future 

neighboring uses. 
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5. That outdoor storage as a principal use will not impact essential public facilities and 

services, such as highways, streets, police and fire protection. 

 
6. That outdoor storage as a principal use will not create excessive additional requirements at 

public cost for public facilities and services and will not be detrimental to the economic 

welfare of the community. 

 
7. That outdoor storage as a principal use will not involve uses, activities and equipment that 

will be detrimental to any persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of excessive 

production of traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare or odors. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THIS CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
That the Ramsey City Council hereby grants approval of a Conditional Use Permit (the “Permit”) 
for outdoor storage as a principal use on the Subject Property contingent upon the following 
conditions: 

 
CONDITIONS 

 
1. That the Subject Property is successfully rezoned to E-1 Employment District. 

 
2. That this Permit allows for outdoor storage as a principal use on the Subject Property. 

 
3. That the Permittee shall submit grading, surfacing, and landscaping plans to the City for 

review and approval. 
 

4. That the Permittee shall install curb and gutter, paving and recycled asphalt millings, and 
landscaping no later than July 30, 2019. 
 

5. That the Permittee shall maintain the landscaping on the Subject Property, including 
replacement of any dead trees/shrubs that were installed for screening purposes. 
 

6. That outside storage shall only occur on improved surfacing on the Subject Property.  
 

7. That the Permittee shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations. 
 

8. That this Permit shall be perpetual in duration as long as the terms are herein complied 
with. 

 
9. That the Permittee shall be responsible for all City costs incurred in administering and 

enforcing this Permit. 
 

10. That the City Administrator, or his/her designee, shall have the right to inspect the Subject 

Property for compliance and safety purposes annually or at any time, upon reasonable 
request. 
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11. That the Permittee agrees that there shall be no parking of any vehicles or storage of any 
items related to the use outside the Subject Property. No vehicles or equipment may ever 
be stored or parked on Riverdale Drive unless explicitly agreed to by the City. 
 

12. That this Permit shall automatically expire if the use is not initiated by January 8, 2020, 
and initiation shall be considered completion of installation of surfacing, curb and gutter, 
required landscaping and screening. 
 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_______________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 8th day of January, 2019. 
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CITY OF RAMSEY 
 
 
By:       By:       
  Mayor       City Clerk 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ANOKA ) 
 
On this    day of    , ____, before me a Notary Public personally 
appeared John LeTourneau and Jo Ann M. Thieling, to me personally known, who, being each by 
me duly sworn, did say that they are respectively the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Ramsey, 
the Municipal Corporation named in the foregoing instrument, and seal affixed to said instrument 
is the corporate seal of said Municipal corporation, and the said instrument was signed and sealed 
on behalf of said Municipal Corporation by authority of its City Council, and said John 
LeTourneau and Jo Ann M. Thieling acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of 
said Municipal Corporation. 
 
              
       Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This document drafted by: 
City of Ramsey  
7550 Sunwood Dr NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

 



Councilmember ______________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-003 

 
A RESOLUTION IDENTIFYING FINDINGS, APPROVING A COMPRHENSIVE PLAN 

AMENDMENT, CONTINGENT UPON METROPOLITAN COUNCIL APPROVAL, TO 

AMEND LAND USE DESIGNATION ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY FROM LOW 

DENSITY RESIDENTIAL TO BUSINESS PARK, AND AUTHORIZING CITY STAFF TO 

SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL FOR AN 

AMENDMENT TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, Rocky Mtn Investment, LLC, hereinafter referred to as “Applicant”, properly 
applied to the City of Ramsey (the “City”) requesting an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan to 
amend the future land use designation of the subject parcel from Low Density Residential to Business 
Park. This change is for the following legally described property: 

 
That part of Lot 5 and Lot 7, Auditors Subdivision No. 96, described as follows:  
Commencing at the west quarter corner of Section 35, Township 32, Range 25, thence 
on assumed bearing south 00 degrees 21 Minutes 49 seconds east along west line of 
Government Lot 1 a distance of 497.95 feet; thence north 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 
seconds east a  distance 406.74 feet to a judicial landmark and point of beginning; 
thence continuing  north 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 seconds east 107.80 feet to a judicial 
landmark; thence north 00 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds west a distance of 94.00 feet 
to a judicial landmark on the southerly right of way line of Riverdale Dr, described in 
Doc. No. 869268; thence south 89 degrees 38 minutes 48 seconds west along said right 
of way line a distance 107.80 feet plus/minus to a judicial landmark set at intersection 
with line bearing north 00 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds west from point of beginning; 
thence south 00 degrees 21 minutes 49 seconds east distance 94.00 feet to point of 
beginning, except road subject to easement of record, Anoka County, Minnesota.  
 
(the “Subject Property”) 

 
WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan approved in 2010 shows the Subject Property designated 

land use as Low Density Residential; and 
 

WHEREAS, the draft 2040 Comprehensive Plan shows the Subject Property designated land 
use as Low Density Residential; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Applicant is requesting that the designated land use be revised to Business 

Park; and 
 

WHEREAS, the properties to the north of and directly east of the Subject Property are 
designated as Business Park in the 2010 Comprehensive Plan as well as the draft 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Applicant has also requested a Zoning Amendment to rezone the Subject 

Property from R-1 Residential (MUSA) to E-1 Employment District; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Ramsey Planning Commission met on December 6, 2018, conducted a public 
hearing, and considered the Applicant’s request for a Zoning Amendment. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the request for a land use designation change from 

Low Density Residential to Business Park, contingent upon successful rezoning of the property to 
E-1 Employment District. 

  
2) That the Ramsey City Council hereby authorizes City Staff to submit the necessary documentation 

to Metropolitan Council for an amendment to the 2040 Comprehensive Plan to change the land use 
designation to Business Park. 

 
3) That this land use change shall become effective concurrent with the City’s receipt of notification 

of approval from Metropolitan Council. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
__________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 
8th day of January, 2018. 
 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 
       
City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, November 27, 
2018, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor John LeTourneau  

Councilmember Debra Musgrove 
Councilmember Chris Riley 
Councilmember Melody Shryock 

 
Members Absent: Councilmember Jill Johns 
   Councilmember Mark Kuzma 
    
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 
Fire Chief Matt Kohner 
Police Chief Jeff Katers 

   Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 
   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 
   Administrative Services Director Colleen Lasher 

Community Development Director Timothy Gladhill 
City Engineer Bruce Westby  
Councilmember Elect Nadine Heinrich 
Planning Commissioner Bruce Anderson 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the City Council Work Session to order at 5:34 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Continued Discussion of 2019 Budget and Levy 
 
City Administrator Ulrich reviewed the memorandums that were included in the staff report from 
the different departments, providing the information requested by the Council after the last 
discussion. 
 
Finance Director Lund provided final numbers for the proposed budget, which incorporates the 
outside information the City was awaiting and shows the impact to the different home values.  
She explained that lower priced homes are seeing an increase to their taxes payable because of 
the increase in value, while the higher priced homes and commercial properties are seeing a 
decrease because those property values have not increased at the same rate. 
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Councilmember Riley referenced the issue of Andover contracting for services with Anoka 
County for police services and stated that his point was simply to investigate further to determine 
the difference in costs compared to the services received.  He stated that the proposed increase 
for Ramsey is much higher than the increase for Andover for their contracted police services and 
simply asked staff to determine the reason for that difference in increase.   
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that another element would be to consider whether Anoka 
County is fully recovering the amounts required to fund the program from the cities served or 
whether additional costs are spread across the County tax base. 
 
Fire Chief Kohner noted that the City of Andover fire services costs are significantly higher than 
the fire services costs for Ramsey.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that the expectation would be that there will be a discussion at the 
regular Council meeting on December 11th at which time the decision would need to be made to 
adopt the budget for 2019. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that the Council has reviewed the five-year budget, which balloons 
in the future, and the decisions made today impact the rate at which that budget will balloon.  He 
believed that the Council would be making a mistake in allowing the budget to grow at this rate.  
He stated that in reviewing the five-year staffing plan, he views that more as a wish list. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau noted that the plan simply provides an idea, and nothing is committed to at 
this point.  He stated that it is hard to predict the rate of growth at which Ramsey will continue to 
grow and the staff that will be needed to support that growth. 
 
Councilmember Shryock suggested that a tighter discussion occur tonight, if there are potential 
changes to be made, as this will be the last discussion prior to the regular meeting on December 
11.  She stated that her concern is the long-term commitment for staffing.  She believed that the 
Council should review the positions to determine what is really needed at this point.  She stated 
that the first priority should be to properly compensate the staff members that already are 
employed with the City, as some of those positions are not equal to the market rate and therefore 
those employees should be fairly compensated to ensure longevity.  She noted that the next 
priority would be whether to add staff. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that in the past number of months during the budget discussion there 
has been a discussion of priorities and retention has been discussed and has been resolved with 
the COLA that has been agreed upon.  He stated that the positions proposed at this time seem to 
align with the priorities which have been rated as public safety, public works and then parks and 
trails.  He felt that the staffing has been balanced out without going too far.   
 
Councilmember Riley stated that overall, he would like to see the City at a rate that factors in the 
growth plus cost of living.  He believed that the proposed budget is probably double where he 
would like to be.   
 



City Council Work Session / November 27, 2018 
Page 3 of 7 

Mayor LeTourneau appreciated the comment but stated that still leaves the discussion of what 
will be done now and the recommendation that will be made. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove asked if the budgets are created using the adopted 2018 figures or 
whether the budget begins at zero and builds from that point. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained that the purpose of showing the prior years of budgeting and 
how that information is used by each department to build their proposed budget for the next year, 
which also anticipates future needs. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove asked if the department heads have reviewed this more in depth to 
find savings that could equalize the additional staff positions that are being requested. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained that during the budget discussions there were different options 
for personnel reviewed.  She stated that there were costs savings found to help offset some of the 
positions requested to be added.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that he would like to know if the City is a continuous improvement 
organization, which continually reviews actions to determine if improvements could be made. 
 
Finance Director Lund reported that monthly reports are created, and those reports are used to 
justify the budgets that are then created each year and plan for future expenditures.  She noted 
that some line items cannot be planned for, such as the amount of salt needed as that is weather 
dependent and will fluctuate from year to year. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that if he were to make a counter proposal, he would take the one 
position for police, one for fire, and the part-time parks position to add and would drop the other 
three positions.  He stated that he would then ask staff to reduce the budget by $47,000.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that the City is a service organization and by having these positions 
proposed in place, that will help to maintain the level of service that is expected by residents.  He 
stated that he would welcome input from staff on the impacts to service that would occur if those 
three positions were removed from the budget. 
 
Administrator Services Director Lasher acknowledged the comment that was made by 
Councilmember Shryock in regard to taking care of the existing staff.  She stated that there are a 
number of ways in which an organization takes care of staff and she is concerned that if these 
positions are not approved, the Council runs the risk of burning out the existing staff members.  
She used the example of City Engineer Westby.  She stated that the part-time assistant is 
currently working full-time and even then, that department runs tight and she is concerned with 
the work/life balance of City Engineer Westby.  She stated that when there is a call and no back 
up available, Fire Chief Kohner has to respond and therefore she is concerned with burning him 
out.  She stated that Public Works Superintendent Riemer often has to get out in a plow truck and 
handle other duties that he should not be handling and therefore she has a concern that he is 
being burned out and not able to address other duties.   
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Police Chief Katers stated that he asked for two positions and the direction from the Council was 
to find savings and push the start date to October.  He stated that he would still like to have two 
officers beginning January 1st, noting that he was able to find a cost savings.  He stated that the 
calls for service have only increased over the years.  He stated that he can get by with whatever 
the Council approves, but there will be a cost to service and some services will be cut.  He noted 
that obviously, there will be response to emergency calls, but the community programs would 
perhaps need to be cut.  He stated that his goal is to keep pace with the rate of growth that 
Ramsey has seen rather than falling further and further behind.  He stated that he would not 
request an excessive amount of staff, noting that this is not a wish list and is something he sees as 
needed. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that the City conducts a citizen survey every two years and one of the 
repeated comments is that the residents enjoy living in a safe community and this request for two 
officers is what Police Chief Katers feels is needed to maintain the current level of services. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated that street maintenance continues to be one of the 
biggest issues for the City and this position would be a large part of that program.  He stated that 
the City continues to fall behind and without this added position, the City will continue to fall 
further behind. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that he would also like to 
advocate for the maintenance worker position.  He stated that public safety is a focus of public 
works.  He explained that maintenance is highly visible and is important to residents.  He agreed 
that the City is on the cusp of falling behind and if this position is not added, the City will 
continue to fall further behind and it will be noticeable.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that each member of the Council is a taxpayer in the community and 
believed that the Council is being responsible in a manner that ensures that the City can continue 
to maintain its level of service. 
 
Councilmember Shryock recognized the issue of burning out employees.  She stated that her 
primary concern is with bonding for road debt.  She stated that there will be a future discussion 
on funding for road debt and that method for funding could change, but that is not a guarantee 
that the method will change.  She stated that adding positions will have a compound impact in 
the future in terms of cost of living increases and benefits increases.  She stated that although 
those are separate issues, both issues continue to compound as time moves forward.  She 
appreciated the ideas given by Councilmember Riley.  She stated that she would love to keep all 
the positions proposed.  She asked and received confirmation that the PIR funds that are being 
used to offset some of the budget increases this year is not a source that could be used every 
year.   
 
Finance Director Lund explained how the PIR fund is replenished.   
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that by using the PIR fund this year, the budget was reduced by 
one percent, so that appears to be an artificial decrease that will reappear in the future budgets.  
She stated that perhaps another option would be to delve more into line items to determine what 
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is critical and which items could be decreased based on the value received in return.  She stated 
that there will need to be hard decisions made in the long-term.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that an assumption that has not been talked about is that the budget 
will continue to grow, and staff will continue to be added.  He stated that there have been times 
in the past when the City is not growing, and the budget has then leveled out along with staffing 
requests.  He stated that it is realistic to state that the needs for service will be based on the 
growth of the community.   
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that the Council cannot assume that new positions will be added 
each year, but the positions added this year will increase in cost in future years because of the 
cost of living and benefit costs.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau agreed that the role the Council is in is difficult and the discussion that began 
in June on the budget was based on what the Council wants for the community.  He stated that at 
this point, the Council is saying that they do not want this level of service and is willing to let the 
street maintenance fall behind, the police will fall behind, and the current staff will continue to 
be stressed and will burnout.  He stated that the proposed budget holds the standards that have 
been put in place.  He stated that this is a choice that the Council is making, and the Council will 
need to answer to the residents in the community. 
 
Councilmember Shryock stated there is no question that the staff is wanted or needed, but the 
question is how the City can afford this.  She stated that if these positions are added this year, 
perhaps in the next year or two there are not positions added.  She stated that she wants to 
maintain the current staff that the City has and if they feel that these positions are necessary, they 
would know better than the Council.  She stated that if the City needs these positions now, then 
there needs to be an understanding that requests next year may not be approved.  She stated that 
she would like a review of the non-crucial line items in the next year to determine if additional 
budget cuts could be made in the next year based on the value that is received in return.  She 
stated that the Council does not want to sacrifice the health of staff or the services provided to 
residents.  She stated that if this is approved there will need to be changes made in the future. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that the reality is there are development plans for key employees and 
specific needs have been identified in the strategic plan and therefore he would assume that there 
have been specific figures budgeted to support those elements.  He stated that the Council would 
also need to change the expectations of staff.  He stated that he supports having these 
conversations in the next year to re-evaluate the priorities of staff development but did not 
believe that could occur before the budget adoption in December. 
 
Councilmember Shryock agreed that would be a discussion to be held in the next year. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove stated that almost every department has an “other” column and asked 
if that “other” is described somewhere.   
 
Finance Director Lund replied that is capital outlay.   
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Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood provided background information 
on how the calculation was made to determine the maximum lifespan of equipment.  He noted 
that the lifespan of equipment is weighed against maintenance costs and trade-in values. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove stated that perhaps seasonal equipment could be rented at a lower 
cost. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer replied that some of those items would not be available for 
rent and stated that in the case where equipment has been rented, the cost is often higher. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that is an example of the level of thought that staff has put into the 
budget to optimize the lifespan of equipment. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that some adjustments will be made to the budget, noting that a 
higher-level police officer recently retired and therefore that adjustment will be made as an 
entry-level position will replace that position and would provide a cost savings. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau acknowledged that two Council members are not present tonight and 
therefore while this has been a good discussion, those members will have input as well. 
 
Finance Director Lund asked for clarity on what she should present at the December 11th 
meeting. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that he suggests that the staff recommended budget be 
presented, as it was tonight and if there are additional comments from the Council those could be 
made at the meeting. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he believes that the increases are too much and the decisions in 
this budget will have an impact on next year’s budget.  He stated that the personnel increases and 
bond sales will be built into the budget for next year and will provide a sizable increase to the 
budget without even discussing additional items that may be requested.    
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that property values and additional homes and property constructed in 
the next year is also unknown.   
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he would also like to see an option presented which removes 
the three positions and reduces the budget by an additional $47,000.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that the alternative should remain open and based on discussion rather 
than being that significant. 
 
2.02: Review Administration of Enforcement of City Code Violations 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
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Councilmember Riley stated that he agrees with the recommendation of staff.  He stated that he 
has not heard that the City’s approach is poor in that the City is doing too little or too much.  He 
stated that the only comment he has heard is the process and length of the process in that one 
specific case.  He stated that if a problem has been identified and the property owner is aware of 
the problem, the process should be quicker. 
 
Councilmember Shryock agreed that this is a good start but stated that she would like to have 
one more discussion on the topic.  She stated that the one case that had been brought forward in 
the past had a concern with the length of the process.  She stated that the City has taken the 
approach of primarily only addressing complaints and if prosecution is escalated too quickly in 
some cases, the City should be mindful of the complaint-based approach. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau agreed that this is a good start, but further discussion will be needed. 
 
3. TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 
3.01:  Review Future Topics/ Calendar 
 
Noted. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
  
  
__________________________________ 
Katie M. Schmidt 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 27, 2018, at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor John LeTourneau 
   Councilmember Debra Musgrove 

Councilmember Chris Riley 
Councilmember Melody Shryock 

 
Members Absent: Councilmember Jill Johns 
   Councilmember Mark Kuzma 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 
Police Chief Jeff Katers 

   Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 
   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 
   Administrative Services Director Colleen Lasher 
   City Clerk Jo Ann Thieling 

Community Development Director Timothy Gladhill 
City Engineer Bruce Westby 

   Economic Development Manager Sean Sullivan 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:07 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LeTourneau. 

2. PRESENTATION 

2.01: Swearing In Ceremony for Mayor John LeTourneau and Councilmember Debra 
Musgrove 

 
City Clerk Thieling stated that after the November 6, 2018 election, both Mayor LeTourneau and 
Councilmember Musgrove have been officially sworn in.  She administered the ceremonial 
swearing in to both Mayor LeTourneau and Councilmember Musgrove. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that it is an honor to be Mayor and noted that the Council is looking 
forward to the contributions of newly elected Councilmember Musgrove. 
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3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
Randy Bauer, 14942 Quintana, stated that he is present to discuss an unneeded three way stop 
within his development.  He stated that the temporary stop sign seemed to make sense during 
construction but now there is a three way stop.  He stated that in the five months he has lived in 
the development he has never come across another vehicle or person in the crosswalk.  He stated 
that people driving through the neighborhood are simply ignoring the stop signs because they are 
unneeded.  His stated that there is no traffic and the stop sign is unneeded at this time and his 
concern would be that people would be used to ignoring the stop sign in the future when it is 
actually needed.  He requested that the stop signs on Bunker be removed and the stop sign at 
Puma be removed and replaced with a yield sign.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau thanked Mr. Bauer for his comments.  He stated that the comments have 
been entered into the records and would be reviewed by staff. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that the City Engineer would review those issues and it would 
go before the Public Works Committee for further review.  He confirmed that staff has sufficient 
direction to begin that process to reanalyze whether the placement of those signs continue to 
make sense. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to approve the 
following items on the Consent Agenda: 
 
4.01: Receive October 2018 Financial Reports – General Fund and Enterprise Funds 
4.02: Receive Grant From The Saint Paul Foundation 
4.03: Note the Following Boards and Commissions Meeting Minutes: 

 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes dated October 4, 2018 
 Economic Development Authority Meeting Minutes dated October 11, 2018 
 Park and Recreation Meeting Minutes dated October 11, 2018 
 Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes dated October 15, 2018 

4.04: Schedule Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of 2019-2028 Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) 

4:05:  Approve the following Meeting Minutes:  
1) City Council Work Session dates November 11, 2018 
2)   City Council Regular dates November 11, 2018 

4.06: Approve Rental Licenses 
4.07: Adopt Resolution #18-241 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of November 8, 
2018 through November 20, 2018 

4.08: Adopt Resolution #18-237 Adopting the 2019 Parking Ramp Maintenance Budget and 
Adopt Resolution #18-238 Allocating the Parking Ramp Maintenance Costs per the 
Adopted 2019 Budget 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #18-239 Not Waiving Statutory Tort Limits 
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4.10: Adopt Resolution #18-240 Extending Fee Agreement with North Risk Partners-Bearence 
Management Group for Agent of Record Services for the City’s Property, Casualty, and 
Worker’s Compensation Insurance Services 

4.11: Adopt Resolution #18-244 Amending Exhibit B, Exhibit C, and Exhibit D of Assessment 
Agreement Between City of Ramsey and Riverstone Development, LLC and Hagemen 
Holdings, LLC, dated July 25, 2017 to Reflect Actual Construction Costs and Final 
Assessment Amounts 

4.12: Adopt Resolution #18-242 Authorizing Partial Payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground, 
LLC for Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street Pavement Improvements, 
Improvement Project #18-05 

4.13: Adopt Resolution #18-232 to Hire Temporary On-Call Snow Plow Drivers 
4.14: Adopt Resolution #18-243 to Fill the Vacant Economic Development Administrative 

Assistant Position  
4.15: Adopt Resolution #18-249 Declaring a Vacancy in the Office of Councilmember At-

Large, Due to Special Election on November 6, 2018 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Shryock, and 
Musgrove.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Councilmembers Johns and Kuzma. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to approve the agenda 
as presented.  
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Shryock, and 
Musgrove.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Councilmembers Johns and Kuzma. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing to Consider Approval of On-Sale and Sunday Liquor License for 
Triple Shift Entertainment, LLC, dba Super Bowl located in the City of Ramsey at 
6720 Riverdale Drive NW 

 
Presentation 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report and recommendation to 
approve the on-sale and Sunday liquor license for Triple Shift Entertainment, LLC, dba Super 
Bowl. 
 
Councilmember Riley asked for the details of what is reviewed in the recommendation from staff 
to approve the license request. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the process that staff follows, which 
includes a background check from the Police Department, site visits, and investigation of the 
business. 
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Public Hearing 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the public hearing to order at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
There was none. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Shryock, Riley, and 
Musgrove.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Councilmember Johns and Kuzma. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Council Business 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to approve an on-sale 
and Sunday liquor license for Triple Shift Entertainment, LLC, dba Super Bowl. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Shryock, and 
Musgrove.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Councilmember Johns and Kuzma. 

6.02: Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of Ordinance #18-16 Adopting the 2019 
Schedule of Rates, Fees and Charges 

 
Presentation 
 
Finance Director Lund reviewed the staff report and recommendation to accept the rates as 
proposed and adopt Ordinance #18-16, 2019 Schedule of Rates, Fees and Charges. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove asked if the meeting on November 13th was a regular Council 
meeting and stated that she was unsure if she should vote on the matter as she was not present at 
that meeting. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that because of the Councilmembers absent tonight, there would be an 
impact if Councilmember Musgrove does not vote on the topic. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the public hearing to order at 7:24 p.m. 
 
Citizen Input 
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Randy Bauer, 14942 Quintana Street NW, stated that he is the Chair of the Planning Commission 
and there has been discussion of the possible depletion of the groundwater.  He stated that in the 
summer months many residents are irrigating but noted that water is being collected through 
infiltration rather than being carried away out of the community as waste water.  He stated that 
perhaps that summer irrigation charge is placed into a dedicated fund for future water needs. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Shryock, and 
Musgrove.  Voting No: None.  Councilmember Johns and Kuzma. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:26 p.m. 
 
Council Business 
 
Finance Director Lund stated that the waste water has a fixed rate for residential properties and 
therefore the water usage does not affect the sewer charge for residential properties.  She stated 
that commercial properties have a separate meter that is not associated with sewer charges.   
 
Councilmember Musgrove referenced the proposed eight percent increase for stormwater and 
asked for additional input. 
 
Finance Director Lund clarified that the eight percent increase is based on the projects and 
funding needed within the City’s Capital Improvement Plan.  She stated that the cost from the 
Metropolitan Council would be the three percent increase for the sewer charges.  She stated that 
rates could be amended at any time during the year, the Council would simply need to hold 
another public hearing. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to waive the City 
Charter requirement to read the Ordinance aloud and adopt Ordinance #18-16 Establishing 
Permit Fees, Service Charges, and Various Other Fees to be Collected by the City of Ramsey. 
 
Further discussion:  Mayor LeTourneau asked if Councilmember Musgrove would be 
comfortable voting tonight.  Councilmember Musgrove confirmed that she would be comfortable 
voting tonight.   
 
A roll call vote was performed by the Recording Secretary: 
 
Councilmember Shryock aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
Councilmember Johns  absent 
Councilmember Kuzma absent 
Councilmember Musgrove aye 
Mayor LeTourneau  aye 
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Motion carried. 

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Consider Adopting Resolution #18-250 Amending Approved Right of Re-Entry 
Agreement; Case of Centra Homes 

 
Economic Development Manager Sullivan reviewed the staff report and recommendation to 
consider adoption of Resolution #18-250 amending approved Right of Re-Entry Agreement. 
 
Councilmember Riley asked for additional details on a right of re-entry clause. 
 
Economic Development Manager Sullivan explained that the purpose of a right of re-entry 
agreement is to ensure that a developer performs to a certain standard, which in this case would 
be to construct 15 homes within three years. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he understands that the importance of the clause is to ensure 
that development occurs.  
 
Councilmember Shryock agreed that while the City loves to sell the land, she does see the 
importance in protecting the interest of the City as well.  She stated that she was pleased to see 
that the developer requested the change prior to the expiration date.  She stated that she is 
comfortable with the action at this time. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove asked for additional details on the increase from $5,000 to $20,000. 
 
Economic Development Manager Sullivan stated that the developer is asking the City to divert 
from the normal process and therefore the price was increased in return for that exception. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau asked how that caused the increase from $5,000 to $20,000. 
 
Economic Development Manager Sullivan clarified that the request for the increase was from the 
City to protect the interest should this development not be constructed. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that the City uses the right of re-entry agreement regularly in many 
development instances, most commonly commercial and industrial.  He encouraged staff to 
continue working with the developer to keep this deal going forward. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-250 Authorizing the City of Ramsey to Amend Right of Re-Entry Agreement, subject to 
City Attorney approval as to legal form. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Shryock, Riley, and 
Musgrove.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Councilmembers Johns and Kuzma. 
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7.02: Consider Adoption of Resolution #18-248 to Approve the City’s 2019-2020 Union 
Contracts 

 
Administrative Services Director Lasher reviewed the staff report and recommendation to adopt 
Resolution #18-248 to settle the two-year labor agreements with AFSCME, LELS-Patrol, LELS-
Sergeants, and LELS-Captains subject to final review and approval of contract language by the 
City Attorney. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau noted that this has been an ongoing process to reach this recommendation. 
 
Councilmember Riley agreed that staff and the Council have been a part of the labor negotiations 
to reach this point. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-248 to Settle the Two-Year Labor Agreements with AFSCME, LELS-Patrol, LELS-
Sergeants, and LELS-Captains, subject to final review and approval of contract language by the 
City Attorney. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Shryock, and 
Musgrove.  Voting No: None.  Councilmembers Johns and Kuzma. 

7.03: Consider Adoption of Resolution #18-245 to Authorize the City’s 2019 Non-Union 
City Health and Dental Insurance Contributions and Cost of Living Adjustments 

 
Administrative Services Director Lasher reviewed the staff report and recommendation to move 
forward with the City non-union health and dental insurance contributions as listed and a two- 
and three-quarter percent (2.75%) COLA on January 1, 2019.  This action is important in order 
to effectively maintain internal equity, compete in external hiring processes, and to retain the 
City’s talent.   
 
Councilmember Riley asked if it is standard practice for the non-union employees to receive 
roughly the same increase as union employees. 
 
Administrative Services Director Lasher confirmed that the attempt would be to keep the rates 
equal among all staff groups.  She noted that there are times when certain employee groups fall 
below market rate and therefore need an additional increase to reach the market rate. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that the Council and staff have been working on this topic for many 
months and considered many factors in order to reach a recommendation to find a fair and 
equitable solution for the services that are provided by staff. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-245 to Authorize the City’s 2019 Non-Union City Health and Dental Insurance 
Contributions and Non-Union Cost of Living Adjustments.   
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Shryock, Riley, and 
Shryock.  Voting No: None.  Absent: Councilmembers Johns and Kuzma. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
City Administrator Ulrich announced upcoming meetings and events. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Musgrove, to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator  
 
ATTEST: 
  
  
__________________________________ 
Katie M. Schmidt 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, December 11, 
2018, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor John LeTourneau 
   Councilmember Jill Johns  

Councilmember Mark Kuzma 
Councilmember Debra Musgrove 
Councilmember Chris Riley 
Councilmember Melody Shryock (arrived at 6:35 p.m.) 

 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Police Chief Jeff Katers 
   Administrative Services Director Colleen Lasher 

Community Development Director Timothy Gladhill 
Councilmember Elect Nadine Heinrich 
Planning Commissioner Bruce Anderson 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the City Council Work Session to order at 5:31 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Consider Extension for Temporary Fulfilling Needed Building Inspection Services 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Johns asked and received confirmation that the request for the engineering 
admin to transition from part-time to full-time is as of July 1, 2019. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill noted that this request will help the department to 
catch up and stay current with the demands that arise in the spring.  He did not anticipate that 
additional assistance would be needed after June 2019.  He simply asked for consensus from the 
Council. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he likes the presentation of this case and believes it to be a 
flexible solution that he can support. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove stated that there was a previous comment made about concern of 
burnout of engineering staff and asked if this would put additional stress on the engineering 
department. 
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Community Development Director Gladhill noted that transition to a full-time position for the 
engineering admin is not budgeted until July 1, 2019 and therefore this will not place additional 
burden on that department. 
 
The consensus of the Council was to approve the extension for temporary fulfilling needed for 
building inspection services. 
 
2.02: Discussion Regarding the Annual Performance Review of the City Administrator, 

an Individual Who is Subject to the City Council’s Authority (May be closed to the 
public) 

 
Motion by Councilmember Johns, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to recess the meeting to 
Closed Session at 5:39 p.m. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Acting Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Johns, Kuzma, 
Musgrove, Riley, and Shryock.  Voting No: None. 
 
The meeting reconvened to Open Session at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Administrative Services Director Lasher noted that the City Council discussed the performance 
of the City Administrator in closed session and will take formal action at the next City Council 
meeting in January. 
 
2.03: Review Administration and Enforcement of City Code Violations 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report. 
 
Councilmember Riley asked if it would carry more weight and authority for the police 
department to follow up on enforcement, as the comment was made that residents sometimes do 
not take the comments from planning staff as seriously.  He noted that could be a poor use of the 
police staff. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill provided additional input on enforcement, noting 
that planning staff sometimes use the police Community Service Officer, but has more recently 
received assistance from the City Attorney in drafting letters, which has seemed to be more 
effective.  He estimated that perhaps there are two to three cases per year in which planning asks 
for assistance from the police department.  He noted that there are some types of cases that are 
handled by the police department. 
 
Police Chief Katers estimated that the police department handles about 420 code enforcement 
cases per year, varying in degree from noise complaints to blight and other issues.  He stated that 
90 percent of the cases are resolved after the first contact by the police department but explained 
that the expenses are generated through the repeat offenders.  He stated that the goal is 
compliance and agreed that assistance from the City Attorney is often helpful.  He stated that 
there are problem properties that remain as offenders for multiple years. 
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Mayor LeTourneau asked how much of the cost can be recovered for problem properties that 
require abatement. 
 
Police Chief Katers replied that abatement is included as a line item in the budget and will be 
assessed back to the offending property.  He stated that the cost is recovered but it could span a 
few years before that cost is recovered.  He stated that abatement is expensive.  He explained that 
a contractor charges more because they already have contracts for service and therefore charge 
the City a higher rate because the properties are in a bad situation.  He provided the example of 
long grass in which the grass is one to two feet high when abatement is actually completed.   
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that when there are hardship issues, staff is willing to work with 
property owners to get the help they need or provide them with the proper resources. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that staff has the ability to grant extensions 
and looks for signs of progress.  He recognized that not all property owners are aware of zoning 
code requirements.  He explained that some property owners need additional time because of 
hardships and noted that there is another category where the homeowner simply keeps pushing 
the extension.  He reviewed a proposed process for extensions that could provide a balance of 
being fair to homeowners but also ensuring that compliance is reached.  He referenced the issue 
of blighted properties and noted that in cases where there is financial hardship, there are 
sometimes funds available through Anoka County to assist in providing funding assistance. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove stated that sometimes church or community groups are willing to 
provide assistance as well for residents in the community that need help because of a hardship.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that staff does have connections available for 
government agencies or non-profits, but stated that while there would be additional 
opportunities, City staff needs to be careful with which private groups they would recommend.  
He noted that in a case of financial hardship, it would not be the City’s position to broadcast 
them to obtain offers of assistance. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma recognized that staff is not proactively looking for violations.  He agreed 
that the current method for the first notice would be sufficient but then believed that additional 
force could be placed on the second contact. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill further explained the process that staff follows for 
violations including administrative citations.   
 
Councilmember Riley agreed that the focus should not be on the exceptions and extensions but 
on the property owners that are ignoring the notices and citations.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that if there is a bank that is not reacting on a foreclosed property, 
a letter from the City Attorney would probably provide more enforcement. 
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Community Development Director Gladhill noted that while that was a larger problem in 2008 
when foreclosures where high, that has declined as an issue as the number of foreclosed 
properties has decreased. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau used an example of a resident that expressed concerns with a neighboring 
property that has long grass and home occupation violations.  He stated that was a rare example 
of one of those worst-case scenarios.  He recognized how the community has changed over time 
as the development has continued to change from rural to more developing and the newer 
residents tend to have less tolerance for some of the violation issues.  He stated that it seems as 
though the standards are more relaxed in the rural areas of the community and stricter in the 
developed areas because of the resident expectations.  He stated that it often seems that some 
residents know how to “game the system” to get through an entire season without solving the 
problem.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that originally, the City used certified mail, 
but residents determined that they could refuse the certified mail and therefore the City 
discontinued that method. 
 
Councilmember Johns agreed that there is a problem on certain cases with the time that it takes 
to come into compliance, which can stretch over multiple seasons.  She was unsure how that 
could be addressed, suggesting that perhaps the timeline to address the violation shrinks for 
repeat violations.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill agreed that if there is a reoccurring issue the trigger 
would be quicker, the ability to grant extensions would shrink, and the administrative fines 
would increase.  He stated that in regards to the rural versus developed areas, the process needs 
to be equitable.  He stated that some zoning standards are more relaxed in the rural areas but 
noted that some of the more complex violation cases occur in the rural areas.   
 
Councilmember Johns stated that she would like staff to review what is allowed as she believes 
that some of the allowed issues are excessive.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that staff will see how the new approach 
works in the next season, but noted that it would be dependent upon the development review that 
is needed in 2019 as well.   
 
Councilmember Johns stated that she would perhaps support being more proactive on the main 
corridors but would support complaint-based reaction for residential areas.  She noted that if 
there are repeat offenders, perhaps staff should continue to follow up on those properties to 
ensure that violations do not continue to occur. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that there is not sufficient staff to switch to a 
proactive approach City-wide.  He stated that there have been times when staff has done 
proactive violations on the main corridors, but there was a large pushback from the business 
community.   
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Ms. Heinrich stated that she has heard comments from the public that they appreciate that the 
City is not out proactively looking for violations.  She stated that perhaps if the public is 
educated more and alerted that the system is complaint based, that would help to explain the 
process a bit better. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that once a violator is aware that the system is complaint based, 
they often bring in a list of violations that they have found in their neighborhood. 
 
Police Chief Katers stated that for police enforcement, the complainant is kept confidential and 
therefore the police investigate the matter and the police would then become the complainant.  
He stated that the first question the police are asked when responding to a violation is who 
complained and because of a fear of retaliation, that information is kept confidential. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked for information on whether the violation rates are proposed to 
change. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the fee information, noting that it is not 
proposed to change, but noted that for problem properties the ladder could be climbed more 
quickly.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill confirmed that he has sufficient input from the 
Council.   
 
3. TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 
3.01:  Review Future Topics/ Calendar 
 
City Administrator Ulrich noted that January 15th has been set for the road maintenance 
discussion with the community.  He stated that WSB staff will lead that discussion on the 
different funding options.  He stated that the Council should begin to think of a date for a 
strategic planning session, which typically occurs in February or March.  He stated that the 
annual organizational meeting will occur on January 8th, at which time Committee assignments 
and Board representation are designated.  He stated that additional discussion will occur 
regarding funding for the public works facility.  He noted that the historic townhall building will 
also need to be discussed as that building is deteriorating.  He stated that the legislative priorities 
will be discussed at a future worksession with the City’s representatives, potentially occurring in 
January. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau advised of an annual cookie visit that the Council has done and noted that 
perhaps plates of cookies could be arranged and dropped off to each department, as a way of 
showing thanks. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he would be in favor of giving the cookies, if the Council is 
welcome, but if the department would prefer not to receive the cookies, he would be fine with 
that as well. 
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Administrative Services Director Lasher explained that the public works trailer is already 
crowded and hot and perhaps it would be better to have the event held at City Hall rather than 
having the Council go to the trailer. 
 
Ms. Heinrich stated that she believes that it would be important to show thanks to all 
departments and agreed that having the event at City Hall would be an opportunity for those that 
want to attend to attend.  She stated that she would appreciate the ability to meet additional staff 
members. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council to hold the annual cookie open house at City Hall with 
invitations open to all departments to occur on Monday, December 17th from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. in 
an open house format.   
 
Administrative Services Director Lasher stated that in terms of the budget, she would need to 
start the hiring process immediately as a position is set to start on January 1.  She confirmed the 
consensus of the Council to begin that process for those positions, pending the outcome of the 
budget discussion at the regular meeting tonight. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
None. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
  
  
__________________________________ 
Katie M. Schmidt 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION (CLOSED PORTION) 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a Closed Session on Tuesday, December 11, 2018, at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Acting Mayor John LeTourneau 
   Councilmember Jill Johns 

Councilmember Mark Kuzma 
Councilmember Debra Musgrove 
Councilmember Chris Riley 

 
Members Absent: Councilmember Melody Shryock  
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Administrative Services Director Colleen Lasher 
Councilmember Elect Nadine Heinrich 

       
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the Closed Session of the City Council to order at 5:39 p.m. 
 
2. COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
2.01: Discussion Regarding the Annual Performance Review of the City Administrator,  
 an Individual Who is Subject to the City Council’s Authority 
 
Administrative Services Director Lasher explained that the purpose of the case is for the Council 
to conduct the annual performance review of the City Administrator. 
 
3. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Kuzma, seconded by Commissioner Johns, to adjourn the Closed 
Session.   
 
Motion carried. 
 
The Closed Session was adjourned at 5:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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_________________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
  
  
__________________________________ 
Katie M. Schmidt 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, December 11, 2018, at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor John LeTourneau 
   Councilmember Jill Johns 
   Councilmember Mark Kuzma 
   Councilmember Debra Musgrove 

Councilmember Chris Riley 
Councilmember Melody Shryock 

 
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Kurtis Ulrich 

Finance Director Diana Lund 
Fire Chief Matt Kohner 
Police Chief Jeff Katers 

   Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 
   Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 
   Administrative Services Director Colleen Lasher 

Community Development Director Timothy Gladhill 
City Engineer Bruce Westby 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LeTourneau. 

2. PRESENTATION 

2.01: Rumriver Arts and Ramsey Park and Recreation’s 2018 Report to the Community 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood provided background information 
noting that the collaboration began three years ago on a small scale and programming has been 
added each year.   
 
Susan Yee, Rumriver Arts, provided background information on the organization that began in 
2009 with afterschool programs and then expanded in 2011 to include additional programs and 
then began a non-profit in 2012.  She stated that in 2017 the organization began to collaborate 
with the Ramsey Parks Department.  She reviewed the mission of the organization to offer 
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programming to people of all ages and ethnicities.  She stated that the organization began with 
900 square feet and now has over 5,000 square feet between three studios. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that the programming in the 
City spans different locations to reach out to different areas of the community.  He stated that the 
Art Fair continues to grow in success with very little hard cost to the community.  He stated that 
by using the parks for these programming events, it also helps to bring residents to different 
parks and expand their knowledge of the parks system. 
 
Ms. Yee stated that they have been impressed at how the Art Fair has almost tripled in size from 
year to year and is an opportunity for local artists to showcase their art.  She reviewed the 
different focuses of her organization in continuing to feature local art exhibitions and 
demonstrations and providing affordable opportunities for families to participate in art activities.   
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that staff is open to input 
from the community on additional programming they would like to see or opportunities that staff 
may be missing. 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Johns, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to approve the 
following items on the Consent Agenda: 
 
4.01: Receive Cash and Investments for Period Ending November 30, 2018 
4.02: Approve Licenses 
4.03: Adopt Resolution #18-253 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of November 21, 
2018 through December 5, 2018 

4.04: Adopt Resolution #18-266 Calling for a Special Election to Fill the Vacancy in the At-
Large Council Seat and Direct Staff to Proceed with the Special Election Process 

4.05: Adopt Resolution #18-267 Establishing Precinct and Polling Locations for 2019 Election 
Year 

4.06: Adopt Resolution #18-252 Approving Architectural Plans for Parkside Village; Case of 
Centra Homes, LLC 

4.07: Adopt Resolution #18-258 to Enter into a Residential Recycling Program Agreement 
with Anoka County to Receive SCORE Funds for 2019 

4.08: Adopt Resolution #18-259 Authorizing Final Payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground, 
LLC for Improvement Project #17-10, Puma Street Utility Improvements 

4.09: Adopt Resolution #18-260 Authorizing Partial Payment No. 3 to North Valley, Inc. for 
Improvement Project #17-02, Rivers Bend Street Reconstruction 

4.10: Adopt Resolution #18-261 Authorizing Partial Payment No. 3 to North Valley, Inc. for 
Improvement Project #18-00, Stanhope Terrace Street Reconstruction 
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4.11: Adopt Resolution #18-262 Authorizing Partial Payment No. 2 to North Valley, Inc. for 
Improvement Project #18-03, 2018 Street Overlay Improvements 

4.12: Report from the Public Works Committee Meeting dated November 20, 2018: 
1) Authorize Architectural Design Services for Municipal Pumphouse #3 – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to direct staff to prepare an RFP for 

Architectural Design Services for Pumphouse #3 
2) Consider Initial Direction on Development of Policy for Private Improvement within 

Public Rights of Way – Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to 

make no changes to the existing policy and continue to approach requests on a case 

by case basis.   
3) Staff Updates on Improvement Projects and Items of Interest – Ratify the 

recommendation of the Public Works Committee to continue to use GPR on the 

spring road projects and to add a requirement of new development to include the use 

of GPR and provide that data to the City prior to turning the roadway over to the 

City. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Johns, Shryock, Kuzma, 
Musgrove, and Riley.  Voting No: None. 

5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Kuzma, Johns, 
Musgrove, and Shryock.  Voting No: None. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 

6.01: Public Hearing to Consider 2019 Tax Levies and General Fund Budget – Adoption 
of Resolution #18-254 Adopting the 2018, Payable 2019 Municipal Tax Levy; 
Adoption of Resolution #18-255 Adopting the 2019 General Funds Budget; and 
Adoption of Resolution #18-256 Adopting the 2019 Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) Budget 

 
Presentation 
 
City Administrator Ulrich noted that tonight’s presentation represents over six months of the 
Council and staff working together to comprehensively develop an approach that would meet 
both the needs of the community and the proposed budget. 
 
Finance Director Lund reviewed the staff report and recommendation to adopt Resolution #18-
254 adopting the 2018, payable 2019, municipal tax levies (General, EDA and Debt Service) in 
the amount of $11,831,336; adopt Resolution #18-255 adopting the 2019 General Fund budget in 
the amount of $12,838, 782; and adopt Resolution #18-256 adopting the 2019 EDA budget in the 
amount of $109,163. 
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Mayor LeTourneau thanked Finance Director Lund for the thorough presentation. 
 
Councilmember Riley referenced the difference between the amount approved as the preliminary 
budget and the decrease of $75,000 that has been made and presented tonight and asked for 
additional input on that decrease. 
 
Finance Director Lund noted that a current police officer resigned from his position and there 
were also changes to the coverage amount selected by employees. 
 
Councilmember Riley asked for more details on the cost savings for the police officer position. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained that the previous employee was a 12-year police officer to an 
officer that is starting at step one. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the public hearing to order at 7:29 p.m. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
Spencer Butler, 17405 Nowthen Boulevard, stated that he has a 14.9 percent increase in his 
property taxes this year.  He stated that he can pay that amount but is unsure that is a sustainable 
rate of increase.  He stated that the value of his home was increased by 17 percent, noting that his 
home is 100 years old, and acknowledged that is probably due to the amount of land he owns as 
well.  He asked whether this rate of increase will increase and what that amount would then be in 
five years.  He realized that new homes in the community have higher values and believed that 
the increase in value on his home was steep.  He noted that he is not on a fixed income, but these 
increases might become too steep for those people on fixed incomes.  He thanked the Council for 
taking his comments.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau thanked Mr. Butler for this input.  He stated that some property owners are 
experiencing an increase in their tax rate while others are seeing a decrease and asked staff for 
additional input. 
 
Finance Director Lund explained that the lower priced homes are not staying on the market and 
therefore people are paying more than what the home is worth.  She explained that the property 
assessor is using the sale prices of the homes to determine the value of the properties.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that a number of years ago during the recession, the tax amount was 
decreasing as the property values were decreasing.  He explained that property values tend to ebb 
and flow with the market.  He stated that he would not expect property values to continue to 
increase at the same rate each year but noted that it is market dependent. 
 
Finance Director Lund stated that the school levy was added to the property tax levy in 2018 and 
continues on in 2019 as well as the loss of the market rate exclusion.   
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Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Johns, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Shryock, Johns, Kuzma, 
Musgrove, and Riley.  Voting No: None. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:37 p.m. 
 
Council Business 
 
Councilmember Shryock asked and received confirmation that if residents do not believe the 
value of their property to be correct, they can speak with the County assessor and appeal that 
value at the Board of Appeals and Equalization in 2019.  She also reviewed the distribution of 
property taxes, noting that of each dollar paid, 42 cents are received by the City of Ramsey while 
the County and other entities are receiving the remaining 58 cents per dollar.   
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he is against the proposed budget.  He stated that the City 
should look to compare the City’s increase in taxes with the consumer price increase and future 
inflation rates.  He stated that he is also concerned that the increases in this budget build in 
automatic increases in future years.  He explained that the levy is being bought down by about 
two percent by using the revolving fund.  He stated that if the budget is adopted as proposed 
there are partial year employees that will be added and will be fully funded employees in 2020.  
He stated that any new and existing positions also receive COLA and step increases.  He stated 
that without even making a decision on 2020, there would already be an increase of four to five 
percent just because of the additions to this budget.  He stated that within five years the City is 
looking at hard decisions, using the example of the public works facility and street reconstruction 
funding.  He explained that the increases in the budget this year make it much harder to plan for 
those items in future years.  He stated that he will not support the proposed budget. 
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that the Council has had thorough discussions at the worksession 
meetings and there are tough decisions.  She stated that there are staff that are being overworked 
and staff that are unable to respond to resident calls because of the current staffing level.  She 
stated that at the last worksession she made the comment that if these positions are needed 
because staff is being stretched thin, she would want to ensure that the current staff is being 
treated correctly and not stretched too thin.  She stated that staff has said that these are needed 
positions that will help alleviate the stress and extra hours that other staff members are putting in.  
She stated that at the last worksession she made the comment that she would support these 
positions but then there needs to be an understanding that additional positions may not be 
approved in 2020.  She stated that she will support the budget as the City is in a position of 
catch-up and is short staffed, but the City needs to be mindful in the years to come as there are 
big decisions to be made in the future.  She noted that road debt continues to add a large amount 
to the budget.  She stated that in mid-January a road funding discussion will begin to determine 
the different options for road funding, as that element continues to have a huge impact on the 
budget. 
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Councilmember Johns stated that the Council has worked with staff on this budget for six to nine 
months and has reviewed a number of scenarios.  She stated that puts you in the position of 
giving up a firefighter that then has an impact of having a response time of five minutes 
compared to two minutes, which makes a difference if your home is on fire.  She stated that there 
is a lot of opportunity to expand the tax base and the City is putting itself in the position to 
prepare for the future.  She agreed that there should be continued discussions on road funding 
and hoped that everyone remains openminded on the options available at that time.  She stated 
that she will be supporting the budget. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that his biggest concern is safety.  He noted that the community is 
continuing to grow, and the City needs to have appropriate staffing levels to accommodate the 
needs of the community.  He stated that roads need to continue to be addressed because that was 
not a focus of past Council members.  He stated that the growth of the City also adds more 
maintenance responsibility.  He stated that he will be supporting the budget.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Johns, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-254 Adopting the 2018, Payable 2019, Municipal Tax Levy, to Adopt Resolution #18-255 
Adopting the 2019 City of Ramsey General Fund Operating Budget, and to Adopt Resolution 
#18-256 Adopting the 2019 City of Ramsey Economic Development Authority Fund Budget. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Johns, and Shryock.  
Voting No: Councilmembers Musgrove and Riley. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau thanked staff for the amazing amount of work and thought that goes into the 
budget each year.  He also thanked the new member and elected member of the Council that 
provided input.  He explained that a number of hours have been spent discussing the budget prior 
to tonight’s meeting.  He stated that he looks forward to continuing to bring forward consistent 
City services. 

6.02: Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of Resolution #18-257 Adopting the City’s 
2019-2028 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 

 
Presentation 
 
Finance Director Lund reviewed the staff report and recommendation to adopt the 2019-2028 
Capital Improvement Plan, noting that this is a forecasting tool and not actual, committed 
projects and expenditures. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Mayor LeTourneau called the public hearing to order at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Citizen Input 
 
There was none. 
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Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Johns, to close the public 
hearing. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Johns, Kuzma, 
Musgrove, and Shryock.  Voting No: None. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Council Business 
 
Councilmember Johns stated that she loves the document, as it is such a good planning tool that 
allows the City to layout strategic items.  She stated that the addition of prioritizing items from 
the previous year made the document much more user friendly.  She acknowledged the amount 
of work from staff that is needed to create and keep this document updated. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he is opposed to the water treatment facility found in the years 
2027 and 2028.  He noted that there is not a study that states the City will need that and the City 
is also currently looking at a surface water treatment facility.  He noted that the City is also part 
of a study that states that because of conservation efforts that treatment facility may not be 
needed. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Musgrove, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-257 Adopting the 2018-2027 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), with the removal of the water 
treatment facility removed from 2027 and 2028. 
 
Further discussion:  Councilmember Shryock stated that the CIP is simply a planning document 
and by keeping those items as placeholders in the future it reminds the City of the things that 
may be needed in the future.  She acknowledged that the City is taking part in studies and 
perhaps when the results of those studies are known the item could be removed, but until then 
would feel more comfortable keeping that item included on the CIP.  Councilmember Kuzma 
stated that he likes to have options, and this is simply a planning document.  He noted that there 
is a possibility that the City may not be able to dig more wells, and would then have a shortage 
and should therefore continue to have the item in the CIP until additional information is known. 
 
Motion failed.  Voting Yes:  Councilmembers Riley, and Musgrove.  Voting No: Mayor 
LeTourneau, Councilmembers Johns, Kuzma, and Shryock. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Johns, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-257 Adopting the 2018-2027 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). 
 
Further discussion:  Mayor LeTourneau stated that it is important to have options and currently 
the City does not have the information it would need to make the decision on whether that 
facility would be needed in the future. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Johns, Shryock, and Kuzma.  
Voting No: Councilmembers Riley and Musgrove. 
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7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.01: Review Sketch Plan for Harvest Estates 2nd Addition; Case of Meadowbrook 
Development (Project #18-161)  

 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report and stated that the purpose 
of the case is to review the Sketch Plan prepared by Landform in collaboration with 
Meadowbrook Development for the purpose of creating 15 new lots next to the Harvest Estates 
development at 15153 Nowthen Boulevard NW.  The site is home to the old municipal center 
and was platted with the previous Harvest Estates project as Lot 25, Block 1 of Harvest Estates. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if a new traffic study has been done as this proposal would 
include additional homes. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill noted that while a traffic study was not done for this 
specific project, there were updated traffic figures from the Comprehensive Plan process.  He 
stated that this would be a 15-home development and all roads would continue to operate at an 
acceptable rate. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove stated that this is located in her ward and there was a comment that 
the County would like to have the development entrance and 151st equal and asked staff for 
input.  She stated that the terrain between the existing homes and the area proposed to be filled 
has a steep slope and asked for details on water retention. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill confirmed that the County and City would like to 
see alignment between the entrance and 151st.  He stated that would not happen at this point but 
would be part of a long-term vision for the Nowthen corridor.  He noted that the realignment 
would require working with a property owner that would lose a portion of their property to make 
that possible.  He stated that the area is fairly depressed and stated that the grade of the existing 
stormwater pond would be maintained and the stormwater for this portion of the site would 
remain onsite and would not impact the existing homes.   
 
Mayor LeTourneau confirmed the consensus of the Council in support of the 65-foot lot widths 
and sketch plan as proposed. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill noted that fill will begin to be brought to the lot in 
the next week and advised that residents in that area have been notified.  He stated that there will 
be a number of opportunities for residents to provide input on the process in the future as this 
case moves forward formally. 

7.02: Consider Purchase Agreement on Lot 25, Block 1, Harvest Estates for Harvest 
Estates 2nd Addition (former Municipal Center); Case of Meadow Creek Builders 
(Portions of this case may be closed to the public) 
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Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report and recommendation from 
the EDA to execute the Purchase Agreement with Meadow Creek Builders, Inc., which provides 
flexibility on the final determination of the site layout. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau noted that the Council would have the option to go into closed session if 
desired.  
 
Councilmember Riley asked if there has been negotiation on the purchase price or whether this 
was the offer price. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill explained the negotiation process that occurred 
between the developer and the Economic Development Manager.  He stated that there was also 
verification that this is a fair market price that falls within the City’s deal range. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Riley, seconded by Councilmember Kuzma, to approve the Purchase 
Agreement for Lot 25, Block 1, Harvest Estates. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Kuzma, Johns, 
Musgrove, and Shryock.  Voting No: None. 

7.03: Consider Adoption of Resolution #18-265 Approving Alternatives AKM Farms 
(Paxmar) for Revision to the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update 

 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report and requested direction 
from the City Council as to what alternatives should be included in the final version of the 
Comprehensive Plan Update.  He began with the discussion on the eastern portion of the parcel. 
 
Councilmember Johns stated that when the Council last talked about this, she stated that she 
could support this if there was a buffer to the east but was concerned with the density to the north 
because of the low density.  She stated that she would prefer the L shape to go north and east 
rather than east and south.   
 
Allen Roessler, Paxmar, stated that he was asked to bring back a draft plan for further review.  
He confirmed flipping the higher density to the south could be an option to pursue, as the south 
is adjacent to industrial properties.  He stated that they attempted to meet the concerns of the 
residents to the east to provide a buffer and meet the low-density buffer requirement on that side.  
He stated that there have been some concerns with traffic and they are also concerned about 
traffic, but have to defer to the City and County as those elements are out of their control. 
 
Councilmember Johns asked if there would be a possibility to flip the lower density from the 
south to the north. 
 
Mr. Roessler stated that he thinks that would be acceptable if desired by the Council.  He stated 
that the reason those lots were placed to the south were to avoid the business of Alpine but did 
not believe that locating those homes near Alpine would affect the home values much. 
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Councilmember Kuzma stated that he could support either option. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that the existing homes adjacent to the north actually have side 
yards that face Alpine and therefore does not see an impact if the higher density homes are 
placed to the north.  He asked for details on the trail that was negotiated. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that this parcel has been sold and is coming 
forward under straightforward zoning, whereas the previous request was for a PUD and therefore 
a trail was a negotiation tool of that project.  He stated that the tool to require a trail with this 
project is not available.  He noted that there is a trail along Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma 
Street, but the segments of the Lake Itasca Greenway are not in place in this area.  He confirmed 
that there is a trail along Alpine. 
 
Councilmember Shryock asked if there would be options to work through park dedication. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill confirmed that would be a negotiation tool with 
Hagman Holdings when that site develops separate from this project.   
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that she is comfortable with the project as proposed which is 
mindful of the residents to the east.  She agreed that the larger lots would make more sense on 
the southern portion of the lot rather than the north.  She stated that as projects in this area move 
forward in the southern border area, she would want to ensure that staff keeps its eye open for 
Itasca Greenway options. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau asked whether the homes along the eastern boundary now align with similar 
lot sizes to the existing homes. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that the proposed homes would be quarter 
acre lots whereas the existing homes are one acre lots on private well and septic.  He explained 
that the dimensional standards of the existing zoning of the parcel are met through this request, 
including the density transitioning requirement. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill provided additional input on the plans from Paxmar 
for the western portion of the property.   
 
Councilmember Riley asked about zoning to the east of this property. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill noted that property would be zoned for medium 
density residential and would match what is approved for the Capstone development.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that this development would back up to the golf course.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that given the extensive amount of input that 
was received during the last public input process, there was a much higher rate of resident 
support for this project than the first project. 
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Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-265 Approving Paxmar Alternatives to be Included in the Comprehensive Plan Update. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Shryock, Johns, 
Musgrove, and Riley.  Voting No: None. 

7.04: Review Concept Plan for Hotel/Multifamily Development in The COR; Case of 
Allied Development 

 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report and explained that the 
purpose of the case is to review a high-level concept of a potential hotel/multifamily 
development in The COR across from the Ramsey Municipal Center.   The developer, Allied 
Development, is considering a project for 2019, but before they commit to a Purchase Agreement 
with the property owner, PSD, LLC, they seek general feedback from the City.  He noted that 
currently there is no request for financial assistance, but such a request is a possibility as the 
project pro-forma is developed. 
 
Tom Hanson, Allied Development, stated that there would be a vision for the street level to 
include a hotel lobby, conference rooms, pool and amenities.  He stated that they would look to 
also have a taproom and outdoor patio on one end, and on the other end a co-op space, which 
could act as a business incubator, and possibly a maker space. 
 
Councilmember Johns stated that in her opinion this would be exactly what the City is looking 
for.   
 
Councilmember Musgrove stated that she attended the Planning Commission meeting where a 
more in-depth presentation was given and there was a lot of excitement.  She stated that there 
had been a question about a dining or meeting area and the comment was made that there would 
most likely not be a similar space to the Fountains of Ramsey.  She stated that it might be a nice 
addition to have a space where a dinner and conference could be held.   
 
Mr. Hanson stated that they see the Fountains of Ramsey as being a feeder for the hotel and do 
not want to compete with that business.  He stated that perhaps the conference space in the hotel 
could accommodate 30 to 50 people whereas the Fountains can accommodate more like 300 
people.  
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if a parking component would include a parking ramp. 
 
Mr. Hanson noted that phase one could easily be accommodated by surface parking and 
explained that phase two would have a need for additional parking. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that he believes that parking will be an issue in The COR, noting 
the current building under construction across from City Hall. 
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that she does like this concept.  She stated that parking would 
also be a comment of hers but wanted to ensure that there would not be a huge corner of parking. 
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She stated she would want the design to be mindful and have parking screened to keep the 
comfort feel of The COR.  She stated that she likes the mix of different opportunities. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau stated that he is excited that this could potentially be part of the community.  
He stated that the concept about what is occurring in the area and where this is planned to be 
built is naturally progressing towards this type of product.  He asked why Ramsey and why now. 
 
Mr. Hanson stated that good groundwork has been laid by the City in creating a great framework 
with infrastructure and a quality of environment in The COR.  He stated that this is a nicely 
constructed area, near the NorthStar. 
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that she coordinates events at her job and if Ramsey could 
coordinate between meeting space available at City Hall and the Fountains, with the availability 
of a hotel, Ramsey could compete with some new conference opportunities.  She noted that there 
would also be an attractive element in providing a place to stay and easily take the NorthStar to 
an event in Minneapolis. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill noted that staff has received the desired input from 
the Council, noting that both the Planning Commission and EDA were also supportive of the 
project.  He stated that ultimately the decision to move forward will be up to the developer. 

7.05: Consider Adoption of Resolution #18-263 Selecting Highway 10 Alternatives for 
Additional Study and Design 

 
Angie Bersaw, Bolton & Menk, played a short video on improvement of the Highway 10 
corridor, which explained the progress that has been made thus far and the planned 
improvements, as well as current congestion and traffic accident information.  She stated that the 
technical advisory committee spent a lot of time to develop a list of the goals and objectives, 
which then tie back to the City’s strategic vision.  She stated that they are halfway through the 
schedule of this project.  She reviewed the concept evaluation process and the different tiers of 
that process.  She provided a snapshot of the recommendations that arose from the 2014 study.  
She stated that the intent is to find lower cost, high benefit improvements that improve situations 
on Highway 10 without going to a full freeway option right off the bat.  She stated that the 
previous study did not include which combination of options would work well together.  She 
stated this provides clarity to the City and to business owners and also allows the City to begin to 
look for funding.  She explained that the previous study did not anticipate traffic forecasting and 
only looked at current conditions, noting that this study took into account future traffic 
forecasting.  She stated that the assumption is that the Elk River and Anoka projects on Highway 
10 will be completed by 2025.   
 
Ms. Bersaw reviewed the west end universe of concepts that were reviewed, including concepts 
that were dismissed and conflicting goals.  She provided an example of a signalized RCUT 
intersection at either Jarvis or Alpine Drive and stated that they will continue to carry forward 
concepts for a right-in/right-out at Bowers Drive, as well as frontage road connections. 
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Councilmember Riley stated that he would be resistant to adding lights and would want to hear 
more about that in the future. 
 
Councilmember Musgrove referenced Alpine and the RCUT intersection, stating that it does not 
appear to do anything for the south side of Highway 10.  She stated that Jarvis Street has more 
connections and may be a better fit.   
 
Ms. Bersaw stated that there are additional plans for the future that are a part of the study, noting 
that Elk River may have a future connection to Jarvis.   
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that there has not been a lot of interaction with Elk River through 
the Highway 10 Coalition.  She asked if there have been conversations with Elk River as part of 
the study.  She stated that in the past the City has tried to work with Elk River.  She noted that 
the other partners to the east have been very willing to work with the City as partners on the 
Highway 10 Coalition.   
 
Ms. Bersaw stated that an Elk River staff member is part of the technical advisory committee.  
She noted that she and City Engineer Westby also met with Elk River staff to have continued 
discussions.  She stated that this is split between two different MnDOT Districts, MnDOT Metro 
and MnDOT District 3.   
 
Councilmember Shryock stated that she wants to ensure that the City continues the mission that 
have been expressed through the Coalition. 
 
Ms. Bersaw continued with the east end universe of concepts noting that the ultimate goal would 
be signal removal at Sunfish and Ramsey Boulevards.  She reviewed some of the concepts that 
have been dismissed and conflicting goals.   
 
Councilmember Riley asked if the decision to not do traditional grade separations at both Sunfish 
and Ramsey Boulevards is driven by funding. 
 
Ms. Bersaw confirmed there would be a higher cost to have traditional grade separations at both 
intersections.  She noted that there is also a smaller footprint at Sunfish and a traditional grade 
separation would have an impact on more businesses in that location.  She was also unsure if 
MnDOT would approve traditional grade separations for both intersections because of required 
spacing.   
 
Ms. Bersaw continued with railroad underpass options noting that it would be ideal to have grade 
separations at both Sunfish and Ramsey, but noted that there would be a distinction between an 
underpass and overpass for the railroad crossings.  She explained that in order to construct an 
underpass, a shoofly, which is a temporary rail, would need to be constructed and removed.  She 
explained that for Sunfish Lake, a rail crossing shoofly would impact and require the acquisition 
of four properties and would also impact power lines and therefore they would not like to 
continue to review an underpass for that crossing.  She stated that the option of an underpass is a 
possibility for the Ramsey rail crossing and they would like to continue to review that option.  
She summarized the list of concepts that they would like to carry forward in the study for both 
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Sunfish Lake Boulevard and Ramsey Boulevard.  She reviewed the next steps in the process 
which would include drawing out concepts that could be shown to the public during the public 
input process to follow.  She reviewed the different build scenarios and the impacts that would 
occur at the different intersections.   
 
Community Development Director Gladhill acknowledged that this was a lot of information to 
digest.   
 
Councilmember Riley stated that the eastern concepts seem to make sense but stated that the 
western concept does not feel intuitive and he would not feel comfortable moving forward on 
that. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that perhaps what was missing is the grade 
separation at Jarvis/Alpine and whether the Council would feel comfortable including that 
option. 
 
Councilmember Riley stated that he is not comfortable with the options being dismissed for that 
western section. 
 
Community Development Director Gladhill stated that the project management team will focus 
more on the west end and could hold a workshop setting to provide additional clarity and 
discussion on the west end. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau agreed that additional screening would be needed for the western end.  He 
was unsure how the stoplights would work on that end and felt that he would need more 
information.  He stated that he would also hope for another alternate option as he was unsure 
how stoplights would help.   
 
Ms. Bersaw agreed that there was not enough time tonight to go through all the details, noting 
that the plans go together with the plans from MnDOT and Elk River.  She confirmed that more 
information could be provided. 
 
Councilmember Shryock agreed that the options should be left open for the western side, noting 
that all options should be left open on that end.  She wanted to see more time spent putting 
information out to the public, as only about one third of the community receives the Elk River 
paper, which has provided a different perspective to those residents.  She wanted to ensure that 
the whole community is receiving the same information and is able to provide input.  She stated 
that the City has been working diligently on the aspects to the east with the Highway 10 
Coalition and does not want the City to detract from the progress that has been made with those 
communities.  She stated that she would be hesitant to put too much effort on the west end at this 
point. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-263 Approving Options to Carry Forward for the Highway 10 Plan, keeping all options open 
for the western portion of the Highway 10 Corridor. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Shryock, Riley, Johns, 
Kuzma, and Musgrove.  Voting No: None. 

7.06: Consider Adoption of Resolution #18-264 Approving West Riverdale Study as an 
Official Planning Document 

 
Community Development Director Gladhill reviewed the staff report and recommendation to 
adopt the study as an official planning document. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shryock, seconded by Councilmember Johns, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-264 Approving West Riverdale Study as an Official Planning Document. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Riley asked if there is any reason the City would not do this, 
or something the City is not considering.  Community Development Director Gladhill stated that 
it will come down to cost and that would be included in the next steps.  He stated that the study 
includes the preferred alternative but also includes two additional options.  He did not see a 
downfall in moving forward in the next steps with this as a planning document.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Shryock, Johns, Kuzma, 
Musgrove, and Riley.  Voting No: None. 

7.07: Consider Adoption of Resolution #18-246 Approving Plans and Specifications and 
Authorizing Advertisement for Bids for Riverdale Drive Utility Improvements, 
Improvement Project #18-14 

 
City Engineer Westby reviewed the staff report and recommendation to adopt Resolution #18-
246 approving plans and specifications and authorizing advertisement for bids for Riverdale 
Drive Utility Improvements, Improvement Project #18-14.     
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked if winter construction would add to the construction cost. 
 
City Engineer Westby confirmed that would add to the cost.  He stated that winter construction 
cost would be included in the bids as a lump sum item, stating that cost is typically 10 to 20 
percent more.  He stated that typically a winter utility project would be avoided.  He confirmed 
that LazyDays RV would be covering the additional winter construction costs. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Johns, to Adopt Resolution 
#18-246 Approving Plans and Specifications and Authorizing Advertisement for Bids for 
Riverdale Drive Utility Improvements, Improvement Project #18-14. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Johns, Musgrove, 
Riley, and Shryock.  Voting No: None. 

7.08: Consider 2019 Legislative Platform 
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City Administrator Ulrich stated that a large portion of the discussion can be deferred to a future 
worksession.  He invited Elwyn Tinklenberg to come forward and discuss the City’s continued 
number one priority, which is transportation.  He reviewed the additional priorities included in 
the platform as proposed and recommended that the Council defer action to a future worksession. 
 
Elwin Tinklenberg stated that it was great to hear the person proposing the hotel, whom stated 
that the reason that makes sense is because of the groundwork the City has done.  He noted that 
the same can be said about transportation.  He noted that a priority of the Chair of the 
Transportation Committee is to continue the NorthStar to St. Cloud.  He recognized the 
importance of the work that Bolton & Menk is doing by completing the study, which will put 
Ramsey in a great position as improvements are being planned and will occur in both Anoka and 
Elk River.  He believed that there would be significant progress around issues that Ramsey has 
been promoting for years, and that will be a moment bright with opportunity.  
 
Mayor LeTourneau expressed appreciation for the continued input and support from Mr. 
Tinklenberg. 
 
City Administrator Ulrich stated that Mr. Tinklenberg also represents the City on multiple other 
groups and committees. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Councilmember Riley, to defer the 2019 
Legislative Initiatives to a future worksession. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Riley, Johns, 
Musgrove, and Shryock.  Voting No: None. 

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
City Administrator Ulrich announced upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Mayor LeTourneau noted that this is the last calendar meeting for 2018 and is also the last 
meeting that Councilmember Johns will participate in.  He thanked her for her service to the 
community and noted that it has been a pleasure serving with her.  He also recognized incoming 
candidate elect Heinrich that will join the Council in January.   

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Johns, seconded by Councilmember Shryock, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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_____________________________ 
Kurtis G. Ulrich 
City Administrator  
 
ATTEST: 
  
  
__________________________________ 
Katie M. Schmidt 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 
 



   
CC Regular Session   4. 4.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: JoAnn Shaw, Community Development

Information
Title
Approve Licenses.

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve various license requests.

Background: Certain businesses in the City of Ramsey are required to apply for a license in addition to the Business
Registration Certificate (BRC). Other businesses that may require a license, but are not required to have a BRC,
may also be included in this approval. Those new license requests and/or renewals are attached for Council
approval.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of license applications.

Action:
Motion to approve the attached license applications.

Attachments
License Applications

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:19 PM
Form Started By: JoAnn Shaw Started On: 12/18/2018 04:04 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Report Name: License Report - License Types

Council Dates:  1/8/2019 to 1/8/2019

Status:  Active, Inactive

License Type(s):  3.2 Beer Off-Sale, 3.2 Beer On-Sale 

Temporary, Liquor 2 A.M. Closing, Liquor Off-Sale, 

Liquor On-Sale, Liquor On-Sale Sunday, Temporary 

Intoxicating, Wine On-Sale, Amusement Center, 

Amusement Devices/Billiard Tables, Business License-1st 

Year, Business License-Renewal, Garbage Haulers, 

Pawnbroker, Rental, Second Hand Goods Dealer, Special 

Events, Temporary Amusement/Carnival/Circus, 

Therapeutic Massage Establishment, Therapeutic Massage 

Therapist, Tobacco, Transient Merchant/Peddler/Solicitor

License Report - License 

Types

Page:  1

Printed:  1/2/2019City of Ramsey

Company Exp. DateLocation Complex

Council

Date Statu

Garbage Haulers

  12/31/2019Waste Management of Minnesota, Inc. 1/8/2019 A

  12/31/2019Randy's Sanitation, Inc. 1/8/2019 A

  12/31/2019Republic Services 1/8/2019 A

  12/31/2019Aspen Waste Systems, Inc. 1/8/2019 A

Garbage Haulers License Count:  4

Rental

5408 145th Ave NW 1/8/2022Troy Ashton/Ashton Properties 1/8/2019 A

7560 149th La NW 1/8/2022Family Promise in Anoka County 1/8/2019 A

Rental License Count:  2

Therapeutic Massage Establishment

14141 Iodine St NW 12/31/2019Balance Through Bodywork, LLC 1/8/2019 A

Therapeutic Massage Establishment License Count:  1

Therapeutic Massage Therapist

14141 Iodine St NW 12/31/2019Michele A Reid 1/8/2019 A

Therapeutic Massage Therapist License Count:  1

Tobacco

9333 Alpine Dr NW 12/31/2019Links At Northfork GC, LLC 1/8/2019 A

14075 Ramsey Blvd NW 12/31/2019Holiday Stationstores, LLC 1/8/2019 A

14911 Ramsey Blvd NW 12/31/2019Ramsey Market, Inc. 1/8/2019 A

7876 Sunwood Dr NW 12/31/2019Ohm Premier Vaping LLC 1/8/2019 A

14350 Xkimo St NW 12/31/2019Holiday Stationstores, LLC 1/8/2019 A

Tobacco License Count:  5

Transient Merchant/Peddler/Solicitor

  12/31/2019Edward Jones 1/8/2019 A

Transient Merchant/Peddler/Solicitor License Count:  1

Total Licenses:  14



   
CC Regular Session   4. 5.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Kurt Ulrich, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Approval of Tuition Reimbursement

Purpose/Background:
All regular City employees are eligible to participate in a degree completion tuition reimbursement program that
provides for 50% reimbursement of tuition and books. Subject to the policy provisions, employees can participate
based upon the approval by the department head , the HR manager, and City Administrator. Tuition reimbursement
requests by the City Administrator are submitted to the City Council for approval.

Notification:
Not applicable

Observations/Alternatives:
The requested course is a required course toward a degree program of public administration. This course is an
independent study course focusing research on a relevant public issue of concern. The City's reimbursement for
degree program requires that the course be for the purpose of advanced skill development, and that the course is 
job-related and deemed to be a benefit to the employer.

Funding Source:
The 50% tuition expense would be allocated from budgeted administrative training and professional development.
The employee is responsible for the other 50% of the cost.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that the Council approve the tuition reimbursement request for Spring semester 2019 as outlined
in the attached Tuition Reimbursement form.

Action:
Motion to approve the tuition reimbursement request for the City Administrator for Spring Semester 2019.

Attachments
Tuition Reimbursement

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date



Kurt Ulrich (Originator) Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 04:38 PM
Form Started By: Kurt Ulrich Started On: 01/03/2019 03:57 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 





   
CC Regular Session   4. 6.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Diana Lund, Finance

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-009 Approving the City of Ramsey 2020 Budget Calendar

Purpose/Background:
The City's Charter states that a budget calendar shall be established annually, by resolution, for the following year.

A draft resolution has been prepared to reflect all dates related to budget activities undertaken for the 2020 budget.

Observations/Alternatives:
The City is required by Charter to adopt a budget calendar.

Action:
Motion to adopt Resolutiuon #19-009 Approving the City of Ramsey's 2020 Budget Calendar.

Attachments
Resolution #19-009 2020 Budget Calendar

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:42 PM
Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 01/02/2019 07:41 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



 

 

 

Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-009 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY OF RAMSEY’S 2020 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 

 WHEREAS, the Ramsey City Charter states that a budget calendar shall be established 

annually by resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey’s Finance Committee recommends the Council adopt the 

following calendar: 

 

January 8 Council adopts the 2019 Budget Calendar. 

 

January 14 –   

     February 22  City Council and Staff Leadership Team meet to Review and Develop a Three-

Year Strategic Action Plan.(Current Plan goes through 2018, amendments only) 

 

April 22 Finance Director to distribute 2020 Cost Center Budget Worksheets to 

Department Heads and supervisors.  Worksheets include actual expenditures for 

2016, 2017, 2018, 2019-year-to-date and adopted 2019 budget. 

 

April 22 Finance Director to distribute listing of fixed assets as of December 31, 2018 to 

Department Heads and supervisors for review including item existence, 

accuracy, replacement values and number of years remaining in useful life. 

 

April 22 Finance Director to distribute current Schedule of Rates, Fees and Charges to 

staff. 

 

April 22 City Administrator to distribute most recent version of goals, objectives and 3-

year departmental plans to Department Heads and supervisors. 

 

May 20 Department Heads and supervisors to submit completed budget worksheets and 

accompanying justifications to the Finance Director. 

 

May 20 Department Heads and supervisors to return listing of fixed assets to the Finance 

Director with any corrections noted. 

 

May 20 Staff to return Schedule of Rates, Fees and Charges to the Finance Director with 

recommendations for 2019 amendments noted. 

 

May 20 Department Heads and supervisors to submit goals, objectives and 3-year 

departmental plans to the City Administrator. 

 

June 17-June 28 City Administrator and staff work sessions on the preliminary 2020 budget.   

June 24 City Administrator to distribute preliminary goals, objectives and 3-year 

departmental plans for staff work sessions. 
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July 9 Finance Director and City Administrator submit preliminary budget to the City 

Council. 

 

July 30 Department of Revenue certifies LGA amounts to all cities with populations 

over 2,500 and those receiving LGA. 

 

August 15 Counties notify cities of the dates, which school districts, metropolitan special 

districts, and the county have selected for 2019 Truth in Taxation Hearings. 

 

August 1 -  

  September 6 Final Budget Work sessions before adoption of proposed budget/levy. 

 

August 12 Department Heads and supervisors to submit items to be included in the 2020-

2029 Capital Improvement Program. 

 

August 19 

  August 23 Staff work sessions to review goals, objectives and 3-year departmental plans. 

 

September 10 or 24 Staff recommends a 2020 Proposed Municipal Budget; 2019 Levy, Payable 

2020, Proposed Municipal Levy to the City Council. 

 

September 10 or 24 City Council adopts the 2020 Proposed Municipal Budget; 2019 Levied Payable 

2020 Proposed Municipal Levy and sets the 2019 hearing dates for the 2020 

Budget Public Hearing(s). 

 

September 27 City certifies 2020 Proposed Municipal Budget; 2019 Payable 2020 Proposed 

Municipal Levy and 2020 Budget Public Hearing date. 

 

September/October Council work sessions as needed. 

 

Sept 9-Sept 20 City Council work sessions on 2020 Goals, Objectives and 3-Year Departmental 

Plans. 

 

October 22 City Council review and adopt 2020-2029 Capital Improvement Program. 

 

November 4-22 County mails notice of proposed property taxes for payable 2020. 

 

November 27 City Council to review and adopt the 2019 Schedule of Rates, Fees and Charges. 

 

November 26 2020 Goals, Objectives and 3-Year Departmental Plans submitted to City 

Council for adoption. 

 

 

November 30 - 

        December 28 Public Hearing(s) on Final 2020 Municipal Budget and Levy 

 

December 10 Adopt 2020 Municipal Budget and Final 2019, Payable 2020 Levy 



Resolution #19-009 

Page 3 of 3 

 

December 31 Final levy certification to County auditor and certification of compliance with 

Truth in Taxation requirements to the Department of Revenue. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, COUNTY OF ANOKA, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council of Ramsey hereby approves the 2020 Budget Calendar. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, and 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 8th 

day of January, 2019. 

 

              

       Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 



   
CC Regular Session   4. 7.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Diana Lund, Finance

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-021 Adopting 2019 Enterprise Fund Budgets

Purpose/Background:

Purpose: Annually the city adopts Enterprise Fund budgets related to Water, Sewer, Street
Lighting, Recycling and Storm Drainage utilities. These five services are billed out
quarterly via the utility bill and the budgets reflect the expected revenue to be generated and
the offsetting operating expenditures that these revenues support.

Enclosed for your review are the 2019 Enterprise Fund Budgets which cover the Water
Utility Fund, Sewer Utility Fund, Street Light Utility Fund, Recycling Utility Fund and
Storm Water Utility Fund. While formal budgets are required to be prepared and adopted
annually for the General Fund, this is not the case for Enterprise funds. 

Included in the 2019 Water and Sewer Utility Fund is $24,000 per utility to fund the
purchase of a replacement for utility vehicle #651 which is a 2005 Chevy truck and $15,625
per sewer and water utility and $31,250 from the General Fund for the purchase of a
backhoe to replace #634 which is a 2001 Case Backhoe. The City's 2019-2028 Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) outlines this vehicle replacement as well as other utility capital
improvements that are recorded directly to the balance sheet of an enterprise fund and only
annual depreciation of said asset(s) are reflected in the expenditure section of the related
utility fund budget. 

In order to establish fair rates for all of the utilities that the City operates, it is necessary to
determine the actual cost of providing those utilities to the residents. An important factor in
these costs is the recovery of depreciation through the rate structures. We are required to
keep the accounting for these funds on the full accrual method which means recognizing
total depreciation, whether on City or developer installed systems. This is what we have
attempted to do in preparing the attached Proposed 2019 Enterprise Fund Budgets.

Recommendation:
The recommendation for the Adoption of the 2019 Enterprise budgets is to approve Resolution #19-021 noting that
the budget is an outline of how the revenues generated from the utility bill will be used in daily operations. The
utility rates for each utility has already been adopted as part of the city's annual schedule of rates, fees and charges

Action:



Motion to adopt Resolution #19-021 Adopting the 2019 Enterprise Fund Budgets.

Attachments
2019 Enterprise Budgets
Reso #19-021 Adopting 2019 Enterprise Budgets

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:45 PM
Form Started By: Diana Lund Started On: 01/02/2019 07:42 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 
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FUND WATER

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019                

Adopted 

Budget

9601 4140 CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (10,941)                (10,763)                (12,000)                (14,000)         

9601 4506 PREPAID INTEREST 2,005                    

9601 4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 77,779                  78,574                  62,000                  62,000           

9601 4651 WATER REVENUE 669                       

9601 4652 WATER SALES - RESIDENTIAL 1,179,406            1,300,176            1,120,202            1,142,606     

9601 4653 WATER SALES-COMMERCIAL 627,769                708,150                653,131                666,194        

9601 4654 WATER PENALTIES 34,467                  32,616                  35,859                  36,576           

9601 4655 WATER METER INSTALLATION 12,320                  19,600                  15,000                  12,000           

9601 4656 WATER METERS 29,555                  46,208                  32,000                  30,000           

9601 4657 CONNECTION/RECONNECTION FEES 450                       350                       500                       500                

9601 4701 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 169,050                272,140                120,000                130,000        

9601 4702 MISCELLANEOUS INTEREST 10,275                  9,590                    

9601 4606 CAPTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 1,550,652            1,323,757            

3,683,456            3,780,399            2,026,692            2,065,876     

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019                

Adopted 

Budget

9601 6102 F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 238,242                230,012                236,198                239,868        

9601 6103 FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME 9,871                    10,367                  13,500                  13,500           

9601 6105 TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES 16,229                  7,068                    17,066                  17,066           

9601 6121 PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 46,007                  32,501                  47,422                  48,701           

9601 6122 FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 20,400                  19,313                  19,523                  20,887           

9601 6131 GROUP INSURANCE 34,462                  30,552                  33,177                  33,931           

9601 6133 WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 7,560                    7,228                    9,160                    14,518           

9601 6208 MISCELLANEOUS OFFICE SUPPLIES 530                       141                       600                       600                

9601 6223 GASOLINE 1,873                    1,671                    2,500                    3,000             

9601 6225 DIESEL FUEL 3,587                    3,418                    4,000                    3,500             

9601 6229 SHOP MATERIALS 230                       661                       500                       600                

9601 6231 UNIFORMS & TURN-OUT GEAR 2,255                    2,647                    2,900                    2,900             

9601 6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 16,871                  12,508                  18,000                  18,000           

9601 6257 OTHER VEHICLE PARTS 5,805                    1,901                    7,000                    7,000             

9601 6273 UTILITY SYSTEM MAINT SUPPLIES 72,161                  57,286                  75,000                  75,000           

9601 6281 SMALL TOOLS & MINOR EQUIPMENT 5,204                    3,031                    6,000                    6,000             

9601 6292 WATER METERS FOR RESALE 39,716                  53,081                  55,000                  60,000           

9601 6315 MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 70,485                  51,919                  150,000                150,000        

9601 6322 POSTAGE 792                       2,405                    2,600                    2,600             

9601 6323 CELLULAR PHONES 2,456                    2,512                    2,900                    2,900             

9601 6335 TRAINING 1,186                    1,115                    1,500                    1,500             

9601 6352 GENERAL NOTICE & PUBLIC INFOR 172                       172                       300                       300                

9601 6361 GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 25,339                  22,580                  28,000                  30,000           

9601 6371 ELECTRIC UTILITIES 101,802                120,233                125,000                150,000        

9601 6372 WATER/IRRIGATION -                        

Total Revenue

BUDGET SUMMARY:
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9601 6373 GAS 2,575                    2,501                    3,000                    3,000             

9601 6374 REFUSE/RECYCLING 575                       488                       700                       700                

9601 6381 BUILDING & STRUCTURE REPAIR 2,690                    -                        3,000                    3,000             

9601 6388 OTHER VEHICLE REPAIR -                        

9601 6439 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS 23,984                  14,566                  58,000                  58,000           

9601 6451 MEMBERSHIP DUES 298                       -                        500                       1,400             

9601 6489 OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 69,867                  22,387                  74,000                  76,000           

9601 6722 DEPRECIATION 665,846                681,759                750,000                760,000        

9601 6820 OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 39,000                  40,000                  41,000                  43,000           

1,528,070            1,436,024            1,788,046            1,847,471     

6315   Miscellaneous Professional Services

Public Works Campus Study -                             -                             45,000                  45,000           

Emergency Well Repairs 59,448                  47,685                  25,000                  25,000           

SCADA System Repairs 11,037                  4,234                    5,000                    5,000             

Well #9 Study 75,000                  75,000           

Water Supply Rate Study -                             -                             -                      

Total 70,485                  51,919                  150,000                150,000        

6439   Other Miscellaneous

Water Appropriation 21,723                  12,795                  14,000                  14,000           

Well#1 Rehab (no longer included in CIP- Maintenance only) -                             -                             41,000                  41,000           

Miscellaneous 2,261                    1,771                    3,000                    3,000             

Total 23,984                  14,566                  58,000                  58,000           

6489   Other Contracted Services

Water Tests 2,090                    1,980                    2,200                    2,400             

Annual Valve Replacements 42,972                  -                             50,000                  50,000           

OPUS 21 11,413                  11,446                  14,000                  15,000           

Miscellaneous 13,392                  8,961                    7,800                    8,600             

Total 69,867                  22,387                  74,000                  76,000           

2018 Capital Requests:  Replace #652 - 2006 Chev 3500 (1/2 funded in 9601) -$                           25,000$                

2019 Capital Requests:  Replace #651 - 2005 Chev 2500 (1/2 funded in 9601) -$                           24,000           

2019 Capital Requests:  Replace #634 - 2001 Case Backhoe (1/4 Funded 601, 602 & 50% Fund 101) -$                           15,625           

Total Expenditure
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FUND SEWER

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019               

Adopted 

Budget

9602 4140 CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (9,620)                   (8,889)                   (11,000)                (11,500)         

9602 4356 SEWER AVAILABILITY CHARGE-ADM 2,361                    5,542                    3,000                    5,000             

9602 4506 PREPAID INTEREST 2,005                    2,000                    -                 

9602 4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 14,037                  44,412                  5,000                    5,000             

9602 4661 RESIDENTIAL-SEWER CHARGES 1,086,895            1,164,350            1,161,216            1,196,052     

9602 4662 COMMERCIAL-SEWER CHARGES 331,742                355,479                360,000                370,800        

9602 4663 SEWER PENALTIES 30,829                  30,158                  42,030                  40,000           

9602 4701 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 101,379                157,877                80,000                  85,000           

9602 4702 MISCELLANEOUS INTEREST 14,976                  14,039                  15,581                  15,000           

9602 4606 CAPTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 1,151,930            680,215                -                        -                 

2,726,534            2,443,182            1,657,827            1,705,352     

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019               

Adopted 

Budget

9602 6102 F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 120,324                108,095                155,382                162,793        

9602 6103 FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME 1,290                    478                       -                        

9602 6105 TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES 6,609                    26,222                  -                        

9602 6121 PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 21,140                  16,328                  24,361                  26,908           

9602 6122 FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 9,850                    10,414                  11,988                  12,561           

9602 6131 GROUP INSURANCE 6,568                    5,601                    11,396                  6,867             

9602 6133 WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 3,475                    3,725                    5,013                    8,229             

9602 6223 GASOLINE 2,667                    2,782                    3,500                    3,500             

9602 6225 DIESEL FUEL 2,128                    1,931                    2,500                    2,500             

9602 6229 SHOP MATERIALS -                        -                        -                 

9602 6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 7,692                    16,053                  17,000                  17,000           

9602 6273 UTILITY SYSTEM MAINT SUPPLIES -                        

9602 6275 OTHER EQUIPMENT PARTS 3,669                    2,685                    5,000                    5,000             

9602 6315 MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 2,438                    25,531                  70,000                  70,000           

9602 6335 TRAINING 1,025                    830                       1,500                    1,500             

9602 6361 GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 15,268                  16,773                  18,540                  20,000           

9602 6371 ELECTRIC UTILITIES 11,333                  15,511                  17,000                  17,000           

9602 6373 GAS 1,487                    1,452                    3,000                    2,000             

9602 6374 REFUSE/RECYCLING 575                       488                       700                       700                

9602 6377 SEWER SERVICE CHARGE 717,861                755,600                757,216                780,705        

9602 6489 OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 13,364                  25,583                  24,000                  26,000           

9602 6722 DEPRECIATION 489,380                499,582                510,000                525,300        

9602 6820 OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 33,000                  34,000                  35,000                  37,000           

1,471,143            1,569,663            1,673,096            1,725,563     Total Expenditure

Total Revenue

BUDGET SUMMARY:
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6315   Miscellaneous Professional Services

Public Works Campus Study -                             45,000                  45,000           

Sanitary Sewer Rate Study -                             -                             -                      

Emergency Sewer Repairs 2,438                    25,531                  25,000                  25,000           

Total 25,531                  70,000                  70,000           

6489   Other Contracted Services

OPUS 21 14,137                  14,000                  15,000           

Miscellaneous 11,446                  10,000                  11,000           

Total 25,583                  24,000                  26,000           

2018 Capital Requests:  Replace #652 - 2006 Chev 3500 (1/2 funded in 9601) -$                           25,000$                

2019 Capital Requests:  Replace #651 - 2005 Chev 2500 (1/2 funded in 9601) -$                           24,000           

2019 Capital Requests:  Replace #634 - 2001 Case Backhoe (1/4 Funded 601, 602 & 50% Fund 101) -$                           15,625           
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FUND STREET LIGHTING

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019               

Adopted 

Budget

9603 4140 CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (1,517)                  (2,238)                  (2,500)                  (3,300)           

9603 4609 MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 166,517               -                        

9603 4681 CHARGES FOR STREET LIGHTS 143,436               146,807               146,800               148,000        

9603 4682 ST LIGHT O/M CHARGE 2,548                    4,508                    -                 

9603 4683 STREET LIGHTING PENALTIES 4,938                    4,695                    6,968                    7,000             

9603 4684 PRIORITY STREET LIGHT 46,753                  50,646                  50,680                  51,380          

9603 4705 CAPITAL CONTRIBUTIONS 3,900                    

9603 4701 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 10,535                  16,019                  10,000                  11,000          

377,110               220,437               211,948               214,080        

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019               

Adopted 

Budget

9603 6371 ELECTRIC UTILITIES 125,036               107,379               130,000               125,000        

9603 6489 OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 11,413                  11,446                  14,000                  14,300          

9603 6722 DEPRECIATION 40,283                  40,554                  46,000                  47,380          

9603 6820 OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 18,000                  19,000                  20,000                  21,000          

194,732               178,379               210,000               207,680        

BUDGET SUMMARY:

Total Revenue

Total Expenditure
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FUND RECYCLING

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019                

Adopted 

Budget

9604 4140 CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (1,884)                  (2,680)                  (3,000)                  (3,800)           

9604 4287 OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS 67,100                 65,395                 69,000                 69,000          

9604 4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 328                       514                       -                        -                 

9604 4671 RECYCLING CHARGES 302,360               305,732               302,000               310,000        

9604 4672 RECYCLING PENALTIES 7,248                   6,905                   8,000                   8,000            

9604 4701 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 2,818                   4,012                   2,000                   3,000            

377,970               379,877               378,000               386,200        

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019                

Adopted 

Budget

9604 6102 F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 21,516                 20,911                 20,906                 21,733          

9604 6103 FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME 550                       984                       

9604 6104 PART TIME-WAGES & SALARIES 1,592                   664                       7,280                   7,280            

9604 6121 PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 1,655                   1,706                   2,114                   2,176            

9604 6122 FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 1,749                   1,661                   2,165                   2,230            

9604 6131 GROUP INSURANCE 839                       808                       2,359                   3,422            

9604 6133 WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 103                       101                       223                       1,230            

9604 6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 17,093                 29,202                 25,000                 30,000          

9604 6322 POSTAGE 277                       311                       400                       300                

9604 6489 OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 314,045               317,424               316,000               322,000        

9604 6820 OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 10,500                 11,000                 11,500                 -                 

369,919               384,774               387,947               390,371        Total Expenditure

Total Revenue

BUDGET SUMMARY:
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FUND STORM WATER

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019                

Adopted 

Budget

9605 4140 CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES (3,053)                   (3,989)                   (4,200)                   (6,000)            

9605 4609 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 2,108                    176                        -                         

9605 4693 STORM WATER-RESIDENTIAL 430,461                475,065                511,920                552,874         

9605 4694 STORM WATER-COMMERCIAL 423,101                471,844                503,064                543,309         

9605 4695 STORM WATER-PENALTIES 15,511                  15,864                  18,427                  19,901           

9605 4701 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 16,586                  18,917                  10,000                  11,000           

9605 4703 BUSINESS LOAN PRINCIPAL (180,000)               -                         -                         

9605 4606 CAPITAL CONTRIBUTINS 730,827                678,165                -                         

1,435,541            1,656,042            1,039,211            1,121,084     

Business

Unit

Object

Account
Description

 2016               

Actual 

 2017               

Actual 
2018                

Adopted Budget

2019                

Adopted 

Budget

9605 6102 F.T. REGULAR-WAGES & SALARIES 145,337                150,292                128,566                128,315         

9605 6103 FULL TIME-REGULAR-OVERTIME 173                        

9605 6105 TEMPORARY-WAGES & SALARIES 665                        1,539                    

9605 6121 PERA CONTRIBUTIONS 24,676                  13,939                  24,350                  25,322           

9605 6122 FICA/MEDICARE CONTRIBUTIONS 11,122                  18,359                  9,863                    9,846             

9605 6131 GROUP INSURANCE 17,772                  13,902                  17,121                  16,585           

9605 6133 WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREMIUM 4,256                    4,429                    4,146                    5,717             

9605 6223 GASOLINE 53                          -                         100                        

9605 6225 DIESEL FUEL 2,800                    4,222                    4,500                    5,000             

9605 6249 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING SUPPLY 8,611                    7,301                    10,000                  10,000           

9605 6257 OTHER VEHICLE PARTS 6,720                    8,790                    9,000                    9,500             

9605 6315 MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL SER 9,207                    53,283                  60,000                  60,000           

9605 6361 GENERAL LIABILITY/PROPERTY INS 5,865                    6,309                    8,000                    8,400             

9605 6371 ELECTRIC UTILITIES 2,235                    2,218                    2,500                    2,500             

9605 6373 GAS 1,487                    1,451                    2,500                    2,500             

9605 6374 REFUSE/RECYCLING 575                        488                        700                        700                 

9605 6451 MEMBERSHIP DUES 38,101                  20,965                  20,000                  21,000           

9605 6489 OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES 14,683                  35,540                  40,000                  40,000           

9605 6722 DEPRECIATION 267,705                290,073                325,000                334,750         

9605 6820 OPERATING TRANSFERS TO OTHER F 113,945                29,000                  30,000                  32,000           

675,988                662,100                696,346                712,135        

Note:  Revenues exceed expenditures as only operating expenditures are noted above. 

Capital assets related to storm water improvements are reported as assets but funded via the quarterly utility bill.

BUDGET SUMMARY:

Total Revenue

Total Expenditure



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-021 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2019 CITY OF RAMSEY ENTERPRISE FUNDS 

OPERATING BUDGETS 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, COUNTY OF ANOKA, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2019 

is hereby adopted for the Water Utility Fund as follows: 

  

WATER UTILITY FUND 

  

  Revenues:   

   Operating Revenues $1,873,876  

   Other Revenues- 

                                               Miscellaneous Revenues 

 

62,000 

 

              Interest Earnings      130,000  

   Total Revenues $2,065,876  

   

  Expenses:   

   Operating Expenses $1,044,471  

   Other Expenses   

    Depreciation 760,000  

    Administrative Transfer     43,000  

   Total Expenses $1,847,471  

 

 

2) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2019 

is hereby adopted for the Sewer Utility Fund as follows: 

  

SEWER UTILITY FUND 

  

  Revenues:   

   Operating Revenues $1,615,352  

   Other Revenues- 

                                              Miscellaneous Revenues                                                            

 

5,000 

 

             Interest Earnings        85,000  

   Total Revenues $1,705,352  

   

  Expenses:   

   Operating Expenses $1,163,263  

   Other Expenses   

    Depreciation 525,300  

    Administrative Transfer     37,000  

   Total Expenses $1,725,563  
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3) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2019 

is hereby adopted for the Street Light Utility Fund as follows: 

 

 STREET LIGHT UTILITY FUND   

  Revenues:   

  Operating Revenues $203,080  

   Other Revenues-   

    Interest Earnings     11,000  

   Total Revenues $214,080  

   

  Expenses:   

   Operating Expenses $139,300  

   Other Expenses   

    Depreciation 47,380  

    Administrative Transfer     21,000  

   Total Expenses $207,680  

   

4) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2019 

is hereby adopted for the Recycling Utility Fund as follows: 

 

 RECYCLING UTILITY FUND   

  Revenues:   

   Operating Revenues $383,200  

   Other Revenues-   

                                             Miscellaneous Revenue      0  

    Interest Earnings       3,000  

   Total Revenues $386,200  

   

  Expenses:   

   Operating Expenses $390,371  

   Other Expenses   

    Administrative Transfer                0  

   Total Expenses $390,371 
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5) That the annual budget of the City of Ramsey for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2019 

is hereby adopted for the Storm Water Utility Fund as follows: 

 

 STORM WATER UTILITY FUND   

  Revenues:   

   Operating Revenues $1,110,084  

   Other Revenues-   

                                             Interest Earnings        11,000  

   Total Revenues $1,121,084  

 

  Expenses:   

   Operating Expenses $  345,385  

   Other Expenses   

               Depreciation 334,750  

    Administrative Transfer      32,000  

   Total Expenses $ 712,135  

   

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

  

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January, 2019. 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
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Councilmember Johns introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-016 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CASH DISBURSEMENTS MADE AND AUTHORIZING 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING RECEIVED DURING THE 

PERIOD OF DECEMBER 6, 2018 THROUGH DECEMBER 28, 2018. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey Finance Department has made cash disbursements and 

received accounts payable invoicing during the period of  December 6, 2018, through December 

28, 2018, in the amount of $1,222,564.11 and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is required to authorize payment for 

all disbursement transactions. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the cash disbursements made and 

authorizes payment of the accounts payable invoices as detailed in the attached Bills 

List for the period December 6, 2018, through December 28, 2018, in the amount of 

$1,222,564.11. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

Shryock, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 Mayor LeTourneau 

 Councilmember Johns 

 Councilmember Shryock 

 Councilmember Kuzma 

 Councilmember Musgrove 

 Councilmember Riley 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

 None 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

 None 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 Existing Vacancy 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January 2019. 

 

              

       Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk  
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Form Started By: Jackie Lipski Started On: 01/02/2019 01:39 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 















Councilmember Johns introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-019 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CASH DISBURSEMENTS MADE AND AUTHORIZING 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING RECEIVED DURING THE 

PERIOD OF DECEMBER 29, 2018 THROUGH JANUARY 2, 2019. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey Finance Department has made cash disbursements and 

received accounts payable invoicing during the period of  December 29, 2018, through January 2, 

2019, in the amount of $379,290.18 and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is required to authorize payment for 

all disbursement transactions. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the cash disbursements made and 

authorizes payment of the accounts payable invoices as detailed in the attached Bills 

List for the period December 29, 2018, through January 2, 2019, in the amount of 

$379,290.18. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

Shryock, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 Mayor LeTourneau 

 Councilmember Johns 

 Councilmember Shryock 

 Councilmember Kuzma 

 Councilmember Musgrove 

 Councilmember Riley 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

 None 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

 None 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 Existing Vacancy 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January 2019. 

 

              

       Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk  

 



   
CC Regular Session   4. 10.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
Submitted For: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public Works 
By: Marsha Weidner, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-013 Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for Improvement Project 17-01, Alpine
Drive Reconstruction.

Purpose/Background:
Resolution and Pay Request Attached.

Observations/Alternatives:
Issuing final payment will be contingent on receipt of the following items from North Valley, Inc. 

IC 134 (Contractor’s Withholding Affidavit showing compliance with the provisions of Minnesota Statute
290.92 requiring withholding state income tax).

1.

Waiver of Mechanic’s Lien Rights (Affidavits that all claims against North Valley, Inc. by reasons of the
contract have been fully paid or satisfactorily secured).

2.

Consent of Surety to Final Payment (Certification from the contractor’s surety).3.

Following receipt of these items, final payment will be issued.

Recommendation:
The Senior Engineering Technician has inspected the completed work and recommends final payment to North
Valley, Inc. in the amount of $17,403.73.

Final construction costs are $6,667.01 (2.0%) greater than the awarded bid. This includes $4,749.68 in bituminous
incentives as allowed per the contract. 

Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #19-013 Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for Improvement Project
17-01, Alpine Drive Reconstruction in the amount of $17,403.73.

Attachments
Pay Resolution
Final Pay Estimate

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Bruce Westby Bruce Westby 01/02/2019 02:45 PM
Kurt Ulrich Bruce Westby 01/02/2019 02:47 PM
Bruce Westby Bruce Westby 01/02/2019 02:57 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:37 PM
Form Started By: Marsha Weidner Started On: 12/31/2018 09:11 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-013 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO NORTH VALLEY, INC. FOR 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT #17-01, ALPINE DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #16-08-139, adopted August 8, 

2016, the City Engineer prepared a Feasibility Report for City Improvement Project #17-01 which 

proposes improvements to Alpine Drive between Armstrong Boulevard/CSAH 83 and Variolite 

Street, including reconstruction of bituminous pavement, replacement of damaged concrete curb 

and gutter, and other appurtenant work as needed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #17-01-029, adopted January 

24, 2017, the City Council received and accepted the Feasibility Report, and the City of Ramsey 

Engineering Department was ordered to prepare final plans and specifications for the proposed 

improvements; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #17-05-104, adopted May 9, 

2017, the City Council accepted final plans and specifications and authorized advertisements for 

bids for said improvements; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #17-06-140, adopted June 13, 

2017, the bid of North Valley, Inc. in the amount of $341,407.52 for the total bid was accepted as 

the lowest responsible bidder; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as of January 8, 2019, $ 330,670.80 has been paid to date; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Senior Engineering Technician has inspected the completed work and 

recommends final payment to North Valley, Inc. in the amount of $17,403.73.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to North Valley, Inc. for 

Improvement Project #17-01, Alpine Drive Reconstruction in the amount of $17,403.73. 
 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the project and authorizes the Mayor or City 

Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 

 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 

bills for the date of January 8, 2019. 

 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this 

resolution 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

  

 

and the following abstained: 

 

  

 

and the following were absent: 

 

  

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January, 2019.  

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 



























   
CC Regular Session   4. 11.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
Submitted For: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public Works 
By: Marsha Weidner, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-014 Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for Improvement Project 17-00,
Sunwood Drive Reconstruction.

Purpose/Background:
Resolution and Pay Request Attached.

Observations/Alternatives:
Issuing final payment will be contingent on receipt of the following items from North Valley, Inc.: 

IC 134 (Contractor’s Withholding Affidavit showing compliance with the provisions of Minnesota Statute
290.92 requiring withholding state income tax).

1.

Waiver of Mechanic’s Lien Rights (Affidavits that all claims against North Valley, Inc. by reasons of the
contract have been fully paid or satisfactorily secured).

2.

Consent of Surety to Final Payment (Certification from the contractor’s surety).3.

Following receipt of these items, final payment will be issued.

Recommendation:
The Senior Engineering Technician has inspected the completed work and recommends final payment to North
Valley, Inc. in the amount of $20,687.63.

Final construction costs are $4,367.52 (1.1%) greater than the awarded bid. This includes $4,870.65 in bituminous
incentives as allowed per the contract.

Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #19-014, Authorizing Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for Improvement Project
17-00, Sunwood Drive Reconstruction in the amount of $20,687.63.

Attachments
Pay Resolution
Final Pay Request 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Bruce Westby Bruce Westby 01/02/2019 02:57 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:38 PM
Form Started By: Marsha Weidner Started On: 12/31/2018 10:08 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-014 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING FINAL PAYMENT TO NORTH VALLEY, INC FOR 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT #17-00, SUNWOOD DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #16-08-139, adopted August 8, 
2016, the City Engineer prepared a Feasibility Report for City Improvement Project #17-00 which 
proposed improvements to Sunwood Drive between Ramsey Boulevard/County State Aid 
Highway 56 and Bunker Lake Boulevard/County Road 116 including reconstruction of bituminous 
pavement, replacement of damaged concrete curb and gutter, and other appurtenant work as 
needed; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #17-01-028, adopted January 
24, 2017, the Feasibility Report was received and preliminarily accepted, pending input from 
impacted property owners, and a Public Hearing was ordered for February 14, 2017 to consider 
the proposed improvements for said street in accordance with the revised Feasibility Report; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council motions adopted February 14 and 
February 28, 2017, the Public Hearing was postponed until March 14, 2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, benefiting properties are proposed to be assessed for all or a portion of the 
cost of the improvements, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 429, Chapter 8 of the City 
Charter, applicable City codes, and the City of Ramsey’s adopted Special Assessments Policy; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk gave mailed and published notice of such hearing and 
improvements as required by law; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #17-03-057, adopted March 
14, 2017, a Public Hearing was conducted, after which the Feasibility Report was accepted and 
the City of Ramsey Engineering Department was ordered to prepare final plans and 
specifications for the proposed improvements; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council resolution #17-05-103, adopted May 9, 
2017, the City Council accepted final plans and specifications and authorized advertisements for 
bids for said improvements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution of the City Council adopted June 13, 2017 the bid of 
North Valley, Inc. in the amount of $409,385.03 for the total bid is the lowest responsible bidder; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, as of January 8, 2019, $393,064.92 has been paid to date; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Senior Engineering Technician has inspected the completed work and 
recommends final payment to North Valley, Inc. in the amount of $20,687.63. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) That the City Council hereby authorizes final payment to North Valley, Inc. for Improvement 

Project #17-00, Sunwood Drive Reconstruction in the amount of $20,687.63. 
 

2) That the City Council hereby accepts the completed work and authorizes the Mayor or City 
Administrator to sign the release form for this payment. 
 

3) That the total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of 
bills for the date of January 8, 2019. 
 

4) That the City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this resolution 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
 
and the following abstained: 
 
  
 
and the following were absent: 
 
  

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 8th day of January, 2019.  
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
 































   
CC Regular Session   4. 12.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Chloe McGuire Brigl, Community

Development

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-015 Approving an Extension of Cleanup and Code Enforcement Actions at 17290
Germanium St NW

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to review a request from Rick Aberle (the "homeowner") at 17290 Germanium St NW
(the "Subject Property") for an extension of code enforcement actions and time for cleanup. Staff became aware of
a home occupation on the Subject Property in which the homeowner scraps metal pieces for recycling. Staff has
code enforcement cases spanning back to 2015 on the Subject Property for outdoor storage, off-street parking
violations, and home occupations.

The homeowner states that the activites onsite are from his retirement activity of helping his son break down and
recycle metal pieces and industrial air conditioning units. Historical aerials show that the home occupation has been
taking place since at least 2012.

Notification:
No notification required.

Observations/Alternatives:
Summary of Actions 

Staff visited the property on October 8, 2018 and observed approximately 40 industrial air conditioners stored
outside, including next to the detached accessory building and into the woods.

1.

Staff sent the first notice of violation on October 25, 2018.2.
Staff met with the homeowner on November 15, 2018.3.
Staff sent the second notice of violation with $75 citation on December 18, 2018.4.

Summary of Violations 
Off-street parking violation for monster truck parked in grass in rear yard.1.
Unpermitted home occupation violation for scrapping business ran out of detached garage.2.
Outdoor storage violations related to home occupation, including metal pieces, landscape block, and
industrial air conditioning units.

3.

Outdoor storage and use of commercial dumpster for home occupation [closed - dumpster was removed]4.
Unpermitted expansion of driveway to approximately 60 feet.5.

Summary of Extension Requests 
Removal of home occupation and related outdoor storage: Extend until March 9, 2019 to allow homeowner
to break down ("recycle") all current inventory. Homeowner can break down 1 - 1.5 units per day.

1.

Removal of monster truck parked on grass in rear yard: Extend until May 1, 2019 due to snow2.
Correction of unpermitted driveway expansion: Extend until May 1, 2019 due to snow3.

Please note that the extension would allow the homeowner to continue the unpermitted home occupation for
60 days to remove current inventory. 

Funding Source:



Staff handles code enforcement as part of their normal duties.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of Resolution #19-015, which will extend the time for cleanup at 17290 Germanium St
NW.

Action:
Motion to approve Resolution #19-015 approving an extension of cleanup and code enforcement actions at 17290
Germanium St NW.

Attachments
Resolution 19-015
Extension Request

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 01/03/2019 03:16 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 03:46 PM
Form Started By: Chloe McGuire Brigl Started On: 12/27/2018 06:27 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember _____________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-015 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXTENSION OF CLEANUP  

AND CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS AT THE PROPERTY  

GENERALLY KNOWN AS 17290 GERMANIUM STREET NW 

 
 WHEREAS, Richard Aberle, hereby referred to as a the “homeowner,” has requested an 
extension for code enforcement activities at the property generally known as 17290 Germanium 
Street NW and legally described as follows: 

 

Lot 1, Block 1, Meadowbrook, Anoka County, Minnesota 
 

(the “Subject Property”) 
 

WHEREAS, the violations on the Subject Property include the following: 
 

a. Unpermitted home occupation in violation of Chapter 30 and Chapter 117 of the City 
Code. 
 

b. Outdoor storage related to the home occupation in violation of Chapter 30 and Chapter 
117 of the City Code. 

 
c. Off-Street parking violations related to a monster truck in the rear yard in violation of 

Chapter 117.  
 
d. Unpermitted driveway expansion in violation of Chapter 117. 

 

WHEREAS, the Subject Property on October 8, 2018 had approximately 40 industrial air 
conditioning units stored outdoors that the homeowner was breaking down; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey sent the first notice of violation on October 25, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, City Staff met with the homeowner on November 15, 2018 and directed the 
homeowner to apply for a home occupation permit and remove the commercial dumpster onsite 
for the home occupation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the homeowner has not applied for a home occupation permit and received a 
$75 citation and a second notice of violation on December 18, 2018; and 

 

WHEREAS, the homeowner has requested a 60 day extension for the home occupation 
and outdoor storage violations to complete the breakdown of the homeowner’s current inventory; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the homeowner has stated that they typically break down 10 units over a 
period of 4 - 5 months as a retirement activity; and 

 

WHEREAS, the homeowner has requested a 60 day extension for the home occupation 
and outdoor storage violations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the homeowner has requested an extension until spring 2019 for the off-street 

parking violations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the homeowner has stated that if he wishes to continue the home occupation 

past the current inventory, he will apply for a home occupation permit; and 
 

WHEREAS, there have been code enforcement cases on the Subject Property for outdoor 
storage, home occupation, nuisance violations, and driveways since 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council approved the request this 8th of January, 2019. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the Ramsey City Council approves the following related to the code enforcement case: 
 

a. That all air conditioning units, scrap metal, and outdoor storage that does not meet City 
Code requirements will be removed from the property within 60 days of the date of this 
resolution. 
 

b. That City Staff shall be allowed a full inspection of the property after January 12, 2019. 
 
c. That the homeowner understands any subsequent violation within 12 months of this 

date will include an administrative citation, starting at $250. 
 

d. That there shall be no metal scrapping or storage of metal pieces onsite after 60 days 
from the date of this letter. 

 
e. That if the homeowner wants to continue the scrapping business, they must apply for, 

and be granted, a Home Occupation Permit from the City Council. 
 
f. That the monster truck in the rear yard, and any other motor vehicle parked on the grass 

shall be removed by May 1, 2019.  
 
g. That the homeowner understands that the Conditional Use Permit granted in 1999 was 

for accessory structure size overage only, and does not, nor has ever, allowed for a 
home occupation to take place.  

 
h. There shall never be a commercial dumpster onsite unless related to an open building 

permit on the subject property.  
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i. That the homeowner understands that the metal stored outside to screen the view from 

the home on the subject property of the detached accessory building cannot function as 
a fence, and that for any fencing onsite, the homeowner must apply for a zoning permit.  

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
______________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
 
 
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
8th day of January, 2019. 
 
 
 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
City Clerk  
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PERMITTEE 

 

Richard Aberle hereby acknowledges receipt of this Resolution and that he has reviewed the 
conditions of this Resolution and has agreed that he will comply with the terms of this Resolution. 
 
By:        
      
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

    ) SS. 

COUNTY OF    ) 

 

On this   day of    , ____, before me, a Notary Public, personally 

appeared, Richard Aberle, to me known to be the person described in and who executed the 
foregoing instrument and acknowledges that she executed the same as her free act and deed. 
 

             

       Notary Public 
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EXHIBIT A 

Examples of Violations and Outdoor Storage 

 

 

 





   
CC Regular Session   4. 13.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Katie Schmidt, Administrative Services

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-020 to Accept the City Administrator's Annual Performance Evaluation

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to accept the City Administrator's annual performance evaluation.

As part of the annual 360 degree performance evaluation for the City Administrator, direct reports, members of the
City Council and City Administrator Kurt Ulrich completed their portion of the performance evaluation.
Subsequently, the results were compiled and the Mayor and City Administrator met to discuss the results of the
evaluation.

At the December 11, 2018, City Council work-session, the Council met in a closed session to conduct the annual
performance evaluation of City Administrator Ulrich, as required by his employment agreement. The session was
closed pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 13D.05, subdivision 3(a) which states, in part “A public body may close a
meeting to evaluate the performance of an individual who is subject to its authority. At its next open meeting, the
public body shall summarize its conclusions regarding the evaluation." At the December 11, 2018 closed meeting,
the City Council concluded, by consensus, that Mr. Ulrich’s performance meets expectations and that his annual
performance evaluation would be accepted and formally adopted at the January 8, 2019, City Council meeting. 

Notification:
Attached 

Resolution1.
State statute2.

Observations/Alternatives:
Staff does not recommend any alternatives.

Funding Source:
Not applicable.

Recommendation:
To accept Mr. Kurt Ulrich's annual performance evaluation.

Action:
Motion to adopt resolution #19-020 accepting Mr. Kurt Ulrich's annual performance evaluation.

Attachments
Resolution #19-020
Statute

Form Review



Inbox Reviewed By Date
Colleen Lasher Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 11:42 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:40 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 12/31/2018 01:46 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



 

 

Councilmember                introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION # 19-020 
 
RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S ANNUAL 
PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Administrator’s annual 360 degree Performance Evaluation was 
completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, the results were compiled and the Mayor and City Administrator met to 

discuss the results of the evaluation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council and the City Administrator discussed the City 

Administrator’s performance in closed session on December 11, 2018; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council concluded, by consensus, that Mr. Ulrich’s performance 
meets expectations; and   

 
 WHEREAS, it was the consensus of the City Council to accept Mr. Ulrich’s performance 
evaluation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) Motion to adopt resolution #19-020 accepting Mr. Kurt Ulrich's annual performance 

evaluation. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
 None 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
 None 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
 Existing Vacancy 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 8th day of January, 2019. 
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       Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
 
 



13D.05 MEETINGS HAVING DATA CLASSIFIED AS NOT PUBLIC.

Subdivision 1. General principles. (a) Except as provided in this chapter, meetings may not be closed
to discuss data that are not public data.

(b) Data that are not public data may be discussed at a meeting subject to this chapter without liability
or penalty, if the disclosure relates to a matter within the scope of the public body's authority and is reasonably
necessary to conduct the business or agenda item before the public body.

(c) Data discussed at an open meeting retain the data's original classification; however, a record of the
meeting, regardless of form, shall be public.

(d) All closed meetings, except those closed as permitted by the attorney-client privilege, must be
electronically recorded at the expense of the public body. Unless otherwise provided by law, the recordings
must be preserved for at least three years after the date of the meeting.

Subd. 2. When meeting must be closed. (a) Any portion of a meeting must be closed if expressly
required by other law or if the following types of data are discussed:

(1) data that would identify alleged victims or reporters of criminal sexual conduct, domestic abuse, or
maltreatment of minors or vulnerable adults;

(2) active investigative data as defined in section 13.82, subdivision 7, or internal affairs data relating
to allegations of law enforcement personnel misconduct collected or created by a state agency, statewide
system, or political subdivision;

(3) educational data, health data, medical data, welfare data, or mental health data that are not public
data under section 13.32, 13.3805, subdivision 1, 13.384, or 13.46, subdivision 2 or 7; or

(4) an individual's medical records governed by sections 144.291 to 144.298.

(b) A public body shall close one or more meetings for preliminary consideration of allegations or
charges against an individual subject to its authority. If the members conclude that discipline of any nature
may be warranted as a result of those specific charges or allegations, further meetings or hearings relating
to those specific charges or allegations held after that conclusion is reached must be open. A meeting must
also be open at the request of the individual who is the subject of the meeting.

Subd. 3. What meetings may be closed. (a) A public body may close a meeting to evaluate the
performance of an individual who is subject to its authority. The public body shall identify the individual
to be evaluated prior to closing a meeting. At its next open meeting, the public body shall summarize its
conclusions regarding the evaluation. A meeting must be open at the request of the individual who is the
subject of the meeting.

(b) Meetings may be closed if the closure is expressly authorized by statute or permitted by the
attorney-client privilege.

(c) A public body may close a meeting:

(1) to determine the asking price for real or personal property to be sold by the government entity;

(2) to review confidential or protected nonpublic appraisal data under section 13.44, subdivision 3; and

(3) to develop or consider offers or counteroffers for the purchase or sale of real or personal property.
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Before holding a closed meeting under this paragraph, the public body must identify on the record the
particular real or personal property that is the subject of the closed meeting. The proceedings of a meeting
closed under this paragraph must be tape recorded at the expense of the public body. The recording must
be preserved for eight years after the date of the meeting and made available to the public after all real or
personal property discussed at the meeting has been purchased or sold or the governing body has abandoned
the purchase or sale. The real or personal property that is the subject of the closed meeting must be specifically
identified on the tape. A list of members and all other persons present at the closed meeting must be made
available to the public after the closed meeting. If an action is brought claiming that public business other
than discussions allowed under this paragraph was transacted at a closed meeting held under this paragraph
during the time when the tape is not available to the public, section 13D.03, subdivision 3, applies.

An agreement reached that is based on an offer considered at a closed meeting is contingent on approval of
the public body at an open meeting. The actual purchase or sale must be approved at an open meeting after
the notice period required by statute or the governing body's internal procedures, and the purchase price or
sale price is public data.

(d) Meetings may be closed to receive security briefings and reports, to discuss issues related to security
systems, to discuss emergency response procedures and to discuss security deficiencies in or recommendations
regarding public services, infrastructure and facilities, if disclosure of the information discussed would pose
a danger to public safety or compromise security procedures or responses. Financial issues related to security
matters must be discussed and all related financial decisions must be made at an open meeting. Before
closing a meeting under this paragraph, the public body, in describing the subject to be discussed, must refer
to the facilities, systems, procedures, services, or infrastructures to be considered during the closed meeting.
A closed meeting must be tape recorded at the expense of the governing body, and the recording must be
preserved for at least four years.

History: 1957 c 773 s 1; 1967 c 462 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 654 s 15; 1973 c 680 s 1,3; 1975
c 271 s 6; 1981 c 174 s 1; 1983 c 137 s 1; 1983 c 274 s 18; 1984 c 462 s 27; 1987 c 313 s 1; 1990 c 550 s
2,3; 1991 c 292 art 8 s 12; 1991 c 319 s 22; 1994 c 618 art 1 s 39; 1997 c 154 s 2; 1999 c 227 s 22; 2002
c 379 art 1 s 5; 2004 c 276 s 1; 2004 c 290 s 18; 2007 c 110 s 2; 2007 c 147 art 10 s 15; 2008 c 335 s 1;
2010 c 365 art 1 s 8
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CC Regular Session   4. 14.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Katie Schmidt, Administrative Services

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-017 to Hire Paid-on-call Firefighters

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to request authorization to hire three Paid-on-call Firefighters in order to bring each of
the three Fire Department stations to within acceptable staffing levels. 

Station Staffing Capacity
Station #1 / 20 Firefighters
Station #2 / 20 Firefighters
Station #3 / 15 Firefighters

A firefighter recruitment was conducted, followed by interviews, background checks, reference checks, physical
agility tests, work-style assessments, pre-employment physicals, and drug screens. At this time, three candidates
have successfully passed the requirements to become city of Ramsey Paid-on-call Firefighters. All eligible
candidates will be subject to a 1-year probationary period.

Observations/Alternatives:
Option #1: To hire Mr. Cody House, Mr. Andrew Nelson and Mr. Luke Niemela as Paid-on-call Firefighters, in
order to continue to provide the necessary public safety responses to the City of Ramsey and the City of Nowthen.

Option #2: Not moving ahead with hiring replacement Paid-on-call Firefighters at this time. Staff does not
recommend this option due to the risk of reduced public safety services and the risk of losing a qualified applicant
pool and resources spent thus far.

Funding Source:
The funding to hire the above mentioned firefighters is included in the 2019 budget and per the Joint Powers
Agreement with the City of Nowthen, the City will be reimbursed for a portion of the salaries to station #3, if
applicable. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommends hiring Mr. Cody House, Mr. Andrew Nelson and Mr. Luke Niemela as Paid-on-call Firefighters
at $14.50 per hour effective January 9, 2019.

Action:
Motion to approve resolution #19-017 hiring Mr. Cody House, Mr. Andrew Nelson and Mr. Luke Niemela as
Paid-on-call Firefighters at $14.50 per hour effective on or near January 9, 2019.

Attachments
Resolution #19-017

Form Review



Inbox Reviewed By Date
Colleen Lasher Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 11:59 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 03:52 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 01/03/2019 09:17 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



 

 

Councilmember       introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION # 19-017 

 

 RESOLUTION TO HIRE PAID-ON-CALL FIREFIGHTERS 

  

WHEREAS, over the course of 2018 there have been several Paid-on-call Firefighters that 

have separated from the Fire Department due to retirements and other reasons; and 

 

WHEREAS, staffing levels in the Fire Department are less than full capacity; and 

 

WHEREAS, a recruitment was conducted; and  

 

WHEREAS, firefighter interviews, background checks, reference checks, physical agility 

tests, work-style assessments, and pre-employment physicals and drug screens; and  

 

WHEREAS, three candidates have successfully passed the requirements to become Ramsey 

Paid-on-call Firefighters; and  

 

WHEREAS, Paid-on-call Firefighters are subject to a 1-year probationary period; and  

 

WHEREAS, the funding to hire the above mentioned firefighters is included in the 2019 

budget and per the Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Nowthen, the City will be reimbursed 

for a portion of the salaries if applicable to Station #3. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA,  

 

1) Motion to approve resolution #19-017, hiring Mr. Cody House, Mr. Andrew Nelson and Mr. 

Luke Niemela as Paid-on-call Firefighters, effective on or near January 9, 2019 at $14.50 per 

hour.  

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , and 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January, 2019. 

 

 

 



 

 Resolution #19-017 

 Page 2 of 2 
 

              

       Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 

 
 



   
CC Regular Session   4. 15.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Katie Schmidt, Administrative Services

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-004 Hiring Temporary Ice Rink Attendants

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to request authorization to hire Temporary Ice Rink Attendants. Annually the City
employs Temporary Ice Rink Attendants to supervise and perform various tasks at Central Park and Ramsey
Elementary School ice rinks, warming houses and grounds for approximately ten weeks. The process to hire
Temporary Ice Rink Attendants includes an open competitive recruitment, interviews, verifying qualifications and
backgrounds, orientation, and City Council authorization to hire.

Funding Source:
The funding required to hire the 2018/2019 temporary ice rink attendants is included in the annual budget.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends hiring Mr. Jack Hoekman, Ms. Leticia LaLonde, Ms. Rachel Orn, Ms. Hailey Petersen, Mr.
Carter Walter, and Ms. Elizabeth Witter, as Temporary Ice Rink Attendants, all within the Rink Attendant pay scale
which is $9.65 per hour; effective December 12, 2018.

Action:
Motion to adopt resolution #19-004 to hire, Mr. Jack Hoekman, Ms. Leticia LaLonde, Ms. Rachel Orn, Ms. Hailey
Petersen, Mr. Carter Walter, and Ms. Elizabeth Witter, as Temporary Ice Rink Attendants, all within the Rink
Attendant pay scale which is $9.65 per hour; effective December 12, 2018. 

Attachments
Resolution #19-004

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Colleen Lasher Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 11:49 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:41 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 12/31/2018 02:41 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember        introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-004 

 

RESOLUTION HIRING TEMPORARY ICE RINK ATTENDANTS  

 

 WHEREAS, annually the City employs Temporary Ice Rink Attendants to supervise and 

perform various tasks at Central Park and Ramsey Elementary School ice rinks, warming houses 

and grounds for approximately 10 weeks; and  

 

 WHEREAS, staff recruited for, interviewed, and selected qualified candidates; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the candidates have passed the pre-employment screening process; and 

 

WHEREAS, staff recommends hiring Mr. Jack Hoekman, Ms. Leticia LaLonde, Ms. 

Rachel Orn, Ms. Hailey Petersen, Mr. Carter Walter, and Ms. Elizabeth Witter, as Temporary Ice 

Rink Attendants, all within the Rink Attendant pay scale which is $9.65 per hour; effective 

December 12, 2018. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

Motion to adopt resolution #19-004 to do the following: 

 

1) Hire Mr. Jack Hoekman, Ms. Leticia LaLonde, Ms. Rachel Orn, Ms. Hailey Petersen, Mr. 

Carter Walter, and Ms. Elizabeth Witter, as Temporary Ice Rink Attendants, all within the 

Rink Attendant pay scale which is $9.65 per hour; effective December 12, 2018. 
 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January, 2019.  

 

 

              



Resolution #19-004 
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       Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 

 

 



   
CC Regular Session   4. 16.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
Submitted For: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works 
By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title
Report from Public Works Committee
The Public Works Committee held its regular meeting on December 18, 2018 and discussed the following cases:
1. Highway 47 Landscaping Project: Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve the
staff recommendation and forward Resolution #19-011 to the full Council for consideration.
2. Consider Recommendation to City Council to Accept Petition Opposing Improvement Project #19-02,
Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions: Ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to accept
the petition as valid and direct staff to mail letters to all benefiting property owners to clearly define the project,
ramifications of signing the petition and options to withdraw their signature if desired.
3. Review Drainage Concerns at 17290 Germanium Street NW: Ratify the concensus of the Committee and Mr.
Aberle for Mr. Thomsen to complete the driveway improvements including grading and two eight-inch culverts,
and for Staff to collect topographic data along Mr. Aberle's west property line and around and adjacent to his garage
and driveway.
4. Consider Request to Modify Traffic Control at Bunker Lake Boulevard, Puma Street and Rabbit Street
Intersection: Ratify the consensus of the Committee to leave the stop signs as is for the time being.  

Staff Updates on Improvement Projects and Items of Interest: City Engineer Westby noted that the January Public
Works Committee meeting has been canceled as there is a conflict with the road funding open house on January 15,
2019. 

Purpose/Background:
1. Highway 47 Landscaping Project: to improve the landscaping along Highway 47 from roughly Xkimo Street to
the south and Barium Street to the north. The project falls under MnDOT’s Community Roadside Landscape
Partnership Program. MnDOT’s Office of Environmental Stewardship provides technical and financial support to
communities to install and maintain landscape plantings on eligible state highway rights of way. MnDOT would
partner with the City of Ramsey by providing the service of their landscape architect to design the landscaping for
the project and also provide financial assistance to buy plant materials. The City of Ramsey would provide the
manpower to install the plantings and would also be responsible for ongoing maintenance, such as weeding of the
plan beds and watering. MnDOT provided a design plan for the project that was included in the case. The next step
in the process is to pass a resolution stating that the City of Ramsey is willing to enter into a Cooperative
Agreement with MnDOT to execute the project. Motionratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee
to approve the staff recommendation and forward Resolution #19-011 to the full Council for consideration. 
2. Consider Recommendation to City Council to Accept Petition Opposing Improvement Project #19-02,
Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions: City Engineer Westby stated that City Improvement Project No. 19-02
proposes to reconstruct streets within the Brookview Estates neighborhood including 173rd Avenue and
Germanium Street. Per the Feasibility Report, twenty-one (21) properties are considered to benefit from the
improvements and Staff recommended applying 25-percent of eligible project costs equally across the 21 assessable
properties using the “per lot” assessment method. Eligible project costs include everything except subgrade
corrections and guardrail modification costs. This resulted in a proposed preliminary assessment rate of $4,418.30
per assessable parcel. City Engineer Westby stated that following the Public Hearing on November 13th, the
property owner at 17230 Germanium Street requested a petition template to use in gathering signatures in opposition
to this Council initiated improvement project as provided by Section 8.4.5 of the City Charter, City Engineer
Westby stated that on December 3rd, the property owner delivered a petition with 15 signatures on it to City Staff
but Staff rejected it noting that the top of the petition had no clarifying language on it leading to concerns that the



petitioners might not have understood what they were signing. Based on comments Staff received from several
property owners while the petition was being circulated, Staff had concerns that this might indeed be the case. On
December 10th, the property owner submitted a revised petition to City Staff. This petition had a page attached to it
with clarifying language noting that the property owners objected to the cost of the project. Staff has since verified
that all property owners who signed the petition are indeed benefiting property owners per the preliminary
assessment roll contained within the Feasibility Report. Staff recommended mailing letters to all benefiting property
owners, to clearly define that the petition can kill the project for one year or more if 60 percent or more of the
benefiting properties sign the petition, and to inform them of the option to withdraw their signature from the petition
per City Charter Section 8.4.6, including the deadline for doing so.  Motion to ratify the recommendation of the
Public Works Committee to accept the petition as valid and direct staff to mail letters to all benefiting property
owners to clearly define the project, ramifications of signing the petition and options to withdraw their signature if
desired.
3. Review Drainage Concerns at 17290 Germanium Street NW: City Engineer Westby provided background
information noting that the property owner at 17290 Germanium Street NW built their home in 1992. They built a
garage in the southwest corner of the property in 1998, which was rebuilt in 2005 after the first garage burned
down. The garage was constructed in a low area of the lot and was not elevated. The garage door faced a private
property which was used to access Germanium Street approximately 300-feet to the west. In 2017, construction
began on the Covenant Meadows residential development, which included construction of a new public street
(172nd Lane NW) abutting the south property line of 17290 Germanium Street NW. During construction of this
development, the property owner contacted City Staff and the developer on numerous occasions to request
modifications to the new driveway installed between his garage and 172nd Lane NW. He also requested grading
modifications to prevent drainage from entering his property from the north and west, noting he had issues with
standing water on his property. Motion to ratify the Consenus of the Committee and Mr. Aberle for Mr. Thomsen
to complete the driveway improvements including grading and two eight-inch culverts, and for Staff to collect
topographic data along Mr. Aberle's west property line and around and adjacent to his garage and driveway.
4. Consider Request to Modify Traffic Control at Bunker Lake Boulevard, Puma Street and Rabbit Street
Intersection: City Engineer Westby stated that during the November 27 th City Council meeting, a resident living at
14942 Quintana Street NW in the Riverstone residential development questioned the value of the all-way STOP
intersection control recently installed at the intersection of Bunker Lake Boulevard, Puma Street and Rabbit Street,
and requested that the City consider modifying the traffic control at this intersection. City Engineer Westby stated
that the cost to remove a stop sign is approximately $200 per sign. The cost for City Staff to fabricate and install a
new sign is approximately $300 per sign. Staff proposed to pay for all costs to study and/or modify the traffic
control at this intersection as part of City Improvement Project #18-05. He stated that staff recommends completing
the traffic study proposed by Bolton and Menk in January of 2019, and to present the findings to the Public Works
Committee in February of 2019 for further discussion and direction. Motion to ratify the consensus of the Committee
to leave the all-way STOP intersection controls as is.

Recommendation:
1. Motion to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve the staff recommendation and
forward Resolution #19-011 to the full Council for consideration. 
2. Motion to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to accept the petition as valid and direct
staff to mail letters to all benefiting property owners to clearly define the project, ramifications of signing the
petition and options to withdraw their signature if desired.
3. Motion to ratify the concenus of the Committee and Mr. Aberle for Mr. Thomsen to complete the driveway
improvements including grading and two eight-inch culverts, and for Staff to collect topographic data along Mr.
Aberle's west property line and around and adjacent to his garage and driveway.
4. Motion to ratify the concensus of the Committee to leave the all-way stop intersection controls as is. 

Action:
Motioin for City Council to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee as follows:



Motioin for City Council to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee as follows:
1. Motion to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve the staff recommendation and
forward Resolution #19-011 to the full Council for consideration. 
2. Motion to ratify the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to accept the petition as valid and direct
staff to mail letters to all benefiting property owners to clearly define the project, ramifications of signing the
petition and options to withdraw their signature if desired.
3. Motion to ratify the concenus of the Committee and Mr. Aberle for Mr. Thomsen to complete the driveway
improvements including grading and two eight-inch culverts, and for Staff to collect topographic data along Mr.
Aberle's west property line and around and adjacent to his garage and driveway.
4. Motion to ratify the concensus of the Committee to leave the all-way stop intersection controls as is.

Attachments
Agenda

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 01/02/2019 01:48 PM
Bruce Westby Bruce Westby 01/02/2019 02:31 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:26 PM
Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 12/19/2018 02:42 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Public Works Committee
Tuesday, December 18, 2018

5:30 pm
Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1.   Approve Meeting Minutes.
 

5. Committee Business
 

1.   Consider Recommendation to City Council to Accept Petition Opposing Improvement Project #19-02,
Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions

 

2.   Consider Request to Modify Traffic Control at Bunker Lake Boulevard, Puma Street and Rabbit Street
Intersection.

 

3.   Highway 47 Landscaping Project
 

6. Committee/Staff Input
 

1.   Review Drainage Concerns at 17290 Germanium Street NW
 

2.   Staff Updates on Improvement Projects and Items of Interest
 

3.   Review Future Topics Calendar
 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

  



   
Public Works Committee   4. 1.           
Meeting Date: 12/18/2018  
Submitted For: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works 
By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes.

Purpose/Background:
To review and approve the following meeting minutes.
1. Public Works Committee dated October 16, 2018
2. Public Works Committee dated November 20, 2018

Timeframe:
5 minutes.
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
The Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Wednesday, October 16, 2018, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Chris Riley 
   Councilmember Jill Johns 
 
Members Absent: Councilmember Mark Kuzma 
 
Also Present:  Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 

City Engineer Bruce Westby 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Riley called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:30 
p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 
There was none. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 
Motion by Councilmember Johns, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to approve the agenda, as 
presented.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Riley and Councilmembers Johns.  Voting No: None.  
Absent: Councilmember Kuzma. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 
4.01: Approve August 21, 2018, Meeting Minutes  

 
Motion by Councilmember Johns, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to approve the following 
minutes: 
 
 Regular Meeting Minutes dated August 21, 2018 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Riley and Councilmembers Johns.  Voting No: None.  
Absent: Councilmember Kuzma. 
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5. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 
5.01: Consider Recommendation to City Council Supporting Metropolitan Council Study 

for Northwest Metropolitan Area Regional Surface Water Supply Facility 

 
City Engineer Westby stated that Metropolitan Council staff have long been aware that the City 
of Ramsey has explored the use of surface water to augment, or even possibly replace, our 
groundwater supply sources for our municipal water supply.  More than a year ago, staff from 
the Metropolitan Council informed City staff that funds were available to conduct a study to 
explore the feasibility of constructing a regional surface water supply facility in the northwest 
metro area, and asked if staff was aware of any other cities that might be interested in partnership 
with us to explore the feasibility of a regional surface water supply facility.   
 
City Engineer stated that since then, staff contacted their counterparts in neighboring cities in 
Anoka County to discus the possibility of partnering with us on a regional surface water supply 
facility.  Those discussions were not fruitful.  Then recently, staff was informed that the cities of 
Dayton and Rogers might be interested in partnering in such a study.  Staff was later informed 
that the City of Corcoran might also be interested.  Staff has since informed Metropolitan 
Council staff that three other cities have expressed an interest in partnering with us, at which 
time Metropolitan Council staff asked if each City would be able to adopt supporting resolutions, 
which Metropolitan Council staff would then use to request funding for the study on their end. 
 
City Engineer Westby reported that staff from each partnering city plans to request City Council 
adoption of a supporting resolution at the earliest opportunity.  For the City of Ramsey, staff 
proposes to request adoption of a supporting resolution at the October 23rd City Council meeting.  
He recommended approving a recommendation to the City Council to adopt a resolution 
supporting a Metropolitan Council study for a Northwest Metropolitan area regional surface 
water supply facility.   
 
Chairperson Riley asked the reasons why some other cities do not want to participate. 
 
City Engineer Westby replied that some cities have their own systems and do not feel that they 
would benefit from this study.  He stated that some of the more rural cities are simply content 
with their current system or do not have their own water supply systems. 
 
Councilmember Johns asked if Elk River has its own system. 
 
City Engineer Westby replied that Elk River uses a private water utility to supply their water.  He 
stated that this would be a partnership of four cities to determine what the costs would be to 
determine if there would be a feasible and affordable option.  He stated that if the costs appear to 
be reasonable for a regional facility, he would expect each of the four cities to reach out again to 
determine if there would be additional interest.  He explained that this is simply a planning study 
that will allow more information to be gathered for planning a future regional water supply 
facility. 
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Chairperson Riley stated that in the past the City was required to look at this and asked if other 
cities have been required to look at this topic as well. 
 
City Engineer Westby confirmed that Ramsey was forced to look at the topic because of the 
location on the sandplain.   
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he would prefer to keep Ramsey separate from the Metropolitan 
Council if possible. 
 
Councilmember Johns stated that she would support the recommendation of staff.   
 
City Engineer Westby stated that this would not open the City up to anything or future 
commitments.  He understood that some people are guarded in their interaction with the 
Metropolitan Council.  He stated that in his experience with the Metropolitan Council he was 
able to further understand the limitations on the reach that organization has.  He stated that the 
Metropolitan Council is charged by legislation to assist cities in planning efforts for water supply 
and the organization cannot compel cities to do anything.   
 
Councilmember Johns stated that the requirement was to have a regional partnership/solution and 
therefore perhaps this would meet that requirement.   
 
Chairperson Riley noted that this will move forward to the City Council, noting that there are 
only two members present tonight that may not agree on the decision. 
 
Councilmember Johns asked and received confirmation that the other cities involved would use 
the same resolution.   
 
City Engineer Westby stated that the Metropolitan Council holds the funds from the Clean Water 
Fund.  He explained that the Metropolitan Council is attempting to lessen its role in the process 
and allow the cities to take the lead.   
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he will not be supporting this action and therefore suggested that 
the action be to send this forward to the City Council for review.  
 
Motion by Chairperson Riley, seconded by Councilmember Johns, to pass the review of the 
resolution allowing the Metropolitan Council to complete a study for a Northwest Metropolitan 
area regional surface water supply facility to the City Council without a recommendation. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Riley and Councilmembers Johns.  Voting No: None.  
Absent: Councilmember Kuzma. 
 
6. COMMITTEE / STAFF INPUT 

 

6.01: Update on Status of Feasibility Reports for 2019 Street Reconstruction Projects 
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Councilmember Johns asked and received confirmation that 2019 is the last year of the street 
reconstruction and overlay program. 
 
City Engineer Westby confirmed that staff will bring forward a new five-year plan during 2019 
for review which will include seven to ten years of projects. 
 
Chairperson Riley asked if that would provide additional flexibility for staff. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer confirmed that would provide the flexibility needed to 
include roads that may deteriorate faster than others during that cycle. 
 
City Engineer Westby provided an update on the status of Feasibility Reports for the 2019 Street 
Reconstruction Projects beginning with Improvement Project #18-02, HY-10 Ramsey, Street 
Reconstruction.  He stated that a public input meeting was held on September 13th and a 
notification was sent out prior to the property owners.  He stated that he did not receive any 
comments, and no one attended the meeting.  He reported that about one week ago he received a 
call from two property owners that object to the HY-10 Ramsey project.  He stated that the 
property owners noted that there is a possibility of redevelopment in that area and perhaps that 
improvement project should be delayed until that future redevelopment project occurs.  He noted 
that the two property owners have commercial use with little or no customer access and therefore 
the road conditions do not bother them and there have not been complaints on the project.  He 
stated that one option to move forward would be to simply complete intersection improvements 
in that area and pothole patching on the rest of the project which could then be maintained 
annually.  He estimated a cost of about $8,000 or less compared to the $290,000 for the proposed 
project.  He confirmed that there is minimal use of the roadway and therefore staff recommends 
shelving this project and completing minor pavement repairs in 2019, allows streets to be limped 
along as best as practical for another five to ten years due to the high potential for redevelopment 
and objections received from the property owners. 
 
Councilmember Johns stated that she agrees that this should be postponed until redevelopment 
occurs as long as the property owners are in agreement and the road is safe for public works and 
emergency vehicles.  She stated that there is a lot of property for sale in that area and a high 
potential for redevelopment.   
 
Chairperson Riley agreed.  He stated that he appreciated the plan that had limited improvements 
but agreed that limiting the improvements further would be beneficial as the property owners 
object to the project. 
 
City Engineer Westby confirmed the consensus of the Committee to support the staff 
recommendation to postpone Improvement Project #18-02 HY-Ramsey, Street Reconstructions. 
 
City Engineer Westby provided an update on the Feasibility Reports for the 2019 Street 
Reconstruction Projects including Improvement Project #19-01, Ford Brook Estates Street 
Reconstructions; Improvement Project #19-02, Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions; and 
Improvement Project #19-03, Wood Pond Hills & Chestnut Ridge Street Reconstructions.  He 
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noted that he will bring forward the proposed improvement projects as discussed for City 
Council review. 
 

6.02: Staff Updates on Improvement Projects and Items of Interest 

 

City Engineer Westby provided an update on improvement projects and items of interest.   
 
6.03: Review Future Topics Calendar 

 

City Engineer Westby stated that staff has been updating the calendar included in the packet, 
noting that some of the items have been postponed because of the development projects.  He 
reviewed some of the topics that he hopes to bring forward at the next few meetings.  It was 
determined that Finance Director Lund should be invited to a future meeting in order to assist in 
a budget related discussion. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Motion by Councilmember Johns, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to adjourn the Public Works 
Committee meeting.  
 
Motion carried.   
 
The regular meeting of the Public Works Committee adjourned at 6:34 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Grant Riemer 
Public Works Superintendent 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
The Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 20, 2018, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Chris Riley 
   Councilmember Mark Kuzma 
 
Members Absent: Councilmember Jill Johns 
 
Also Present:  Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer 
   Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 

City Engineer Bruce Westby 
Debra Musgrove 
Planning Commissioner Bruce Anderson 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Riley called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:30 
p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 
There was none. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to approve the agenda, as 
presented.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Riley and Councilmember Kuzma.  Voting No: None.  
Absent: Councilmember Johns. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 
4.01: Approve October 16, 2018, Meeting Minutes  

 
Councilmember Kuzma noted that he was not present at the previous meeting and suggested 
tabling the minutes for consideration to the next meeting. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to table the following 
minutes: 
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 Regular Meeting Minutes dated October 16, 2018 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Riley and Councilmember Kuzma.  Voting No: None.  
Absent: Councilmember Johns. 
 
5. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 
5.01: Authorize Architectural Design Services for Municipal Pumphouse #3 

 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that the City of Ramsey, is 
presently in process of the design for the remaining major public realm elements in The COR, 
specifically the two connected park spaces—Municipal Plaza and The Waterfront.  Both of these 
parks are along or near, Center Street and in proximity to Pumphouse #3, with the Ramsey 
Municipal Center at the southern terminus of this same street.  Center Street, as the name 
implies, is at the very center of Ramsey’s pedestrian and transit orientated downtown. The 
existing and future municipal buildings represent an archipelago of visually and physically 
interconnected places within the community along this armature and axis of streets, trails, 
sidewalks and parks—and as such, care should be taken to define and embrace this sense of 
place through appropriate architecture. 
  
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that together with the Municipal 
Center, the Pumphouse was one of the very first buildings in The COR, however, unlike the 
Municipal Center, the decision was purposeful to not finish the exterior, preferring to do so at the 
time that all the public realm elements could be understood and contextualized—which is 
concurrent with the aforementioned park design, and today.  
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood noted that since approximately 2005, 
the city has had this project (finishing the facade of the pumphouse) within the Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP).  The CIP worksheet is shown as the second attachment, and 
identified as a 2018 project; anticipating the above-described concurrent planning and design 
activity for, and within the public realm. 
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that to advance this project, 
Staff has worked with LHB, one of the City's Consultants to outline a work plan that addresses 
the primary tasks, and takes into consideration the various aspects of this highly visible project—
to ensure the architecture of this building meets aesthetic expectations, is cost effective and 
sustainable, and contributes appropriately to the functional  'sense of place' in Ramsey's 
downtown.  The third attachment is the Architectural Design Services proposal from LHB.  
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood recommended moving forward with 
this project as outlined in the proposal.  Proceeding at this time, should provide for design 
completion by the spring of 2019, allowing for the Public Works Committee and City Council to 
consider completion (physical construction) of the exterior of Pumphouse #3 later in 2019.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked the balance of the Municipal Water Utility Fund and whether 
there are sufficient funds for this. 
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Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that he is not aware of the 
specific fund balance but noted that it is in the millions, and revenue is on-going by water utility 
purchases of water. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked and received confirmation that the Municipal Water Utility Fund 
can only be used for project related to utilities.  
 
Chairperson Riley asked why the City would not instead ask for proposals where the builder 
would come to the City with their proposals rather than preparing this work and then going out to 
builders. 
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood commented that the City could try that 
and perhaps one or two responses would come back but he did not think the contractor would be 
very thoughtful of the overall scope of planning and architectural themes throughout The COR 
that will come in the future.  He believed that the scope of work is an opportunity to think about 
the entire sense of place and would inform specific architectural detail for the pump house and 
other municipal infrastruture.   
 
Chairperson Riley stated that Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood’s 
passion is expressed in his presentation, and believed that could be shared with the contractor.  
He stated that perhaps a few contractors are brought in and that passion is shared, and this 
information is shared, and the contractors are directed to provide different options.  He believed 
that staff already did a large amount of the work. 
 
Debra Musgrove, future Councilmember, asked and received confirmation that the purpose of 
the project is not to change the function or inside of the building but to change the outside 
aesthetic.   
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood replied that the big takeaway would be 
the various studies, sketches, concepts, and options that would lead up to a final color rendering 
in detail.  He stated that contractors may be willing to do the rendering but noted that it is a 
costly endeavor that most contractors are not going to want to do this without being reimbursed 
for the cost.  He stated that the same design/build process was done with the monuments for The 
Draw, which asked contractors for three options.  He stated that he can attempt to get contractors 
to respond to a request for proposals but is not confident that the City will obtain quality 
responses.  He stated that the process he is proposing would load the work on the front end in 
attempt to minimize the work needed by the contractor in the end. 
 
Bruce Anderson, Planning Commissioner, stated that the Planning Commission has spent a lot of 
time talking about buildings’ appearance in The COR.  He believed that it would be beneficial 
for the Parks Commission and Public Works Committee to work together on things of this 
nature.  He believed that The COR should have a consistent architectural theme that carries 
throughout.  He stated that perhaps the Planning Commission should also provide input on the 
topic and what The COR is going to look like. 
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Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood agreed that the approach should be 
thoughtful.  He explained that he would not necessarily want the pump house to match an 
apartment building within The COR but to be consistent and complementary with respect to the 
civic architecture throughout The COR.  He stated that the architecture should define the look 
and ‘feel’ of public spaces so that the members of the public are aware of the spaces that are 
available for the public to rest or enjoy.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that he recently visited US Bank Stadium and was amazed at the 
thoughtful planning that was used in terms of architecture.  He noted that if you simply put a 
request to a contractor they are not thinking in terms of great architecture, they will most likely 
return a low-cost option.  He stated that if this is going to be a main piece of The COR, the main 
elements should be considered, and the architectural input should be gained at this point.  He 
asked and confirmed that the schematic design of the park would also be used in conjunction 
with this project. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that if he were going to side his home, he does not design that and then 
ask a builder to come.  He would instead as contractors to come to the site and give them his 
ideas and then choose the best option.  He stated that the criteria can be explained, and the City 
would have the option to choose from different concepts. 
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that a residential home already 
has a drawing completed, and therefore residing is simply using that same architectural design, 
with the material as the only unknown.  He stated that it would take staff time to issue an RFP as 
well.  He explained that an RFP would have to be defined to include the bullet points that were 
just discussed. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he would support the RFP process. 
 
Ms. Musgrove commented that the pumphouse still needs to remain functional for the City 
workers and asked if access and those elements are also being considered in addition to the 
aesthetics. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that functionality is already built into the site as it is used daily.   
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood confirmed that the tasks listed 
would identify those elements.  He stated that staff is aware of the constraints of the site and the 
functionality that would need to remain for maintenance activities.  He stated that in the process 
as proposed, staff would work with the consultant.  He stated that through the RFP process the 
consultants may not fully consider all of the elements and staff will need to field a number of 
questions. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma asked for information on the timeline.  He noted that perhaps the City 
first go through RFP and then if that does not work the other process could be followed. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that it would take a few 
weeks to develop an RFP and send that out to contractors.  He stated that there is also a risk that 
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contractors spend a large amount of time developing costly plans and if the City changes things, 
that could turn the contractor off from the project. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he is interested in the RFP process.  He stated that staff can include 
the main points within the RFP and the City can then review the concepts that are brought back. 
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood asked for the opinion of the Committee 
for an RFP letter of interest, to determine if contractors would be interested in bidding without 
fully developing an RFP. 
 
Chairperson Riley asked if the City has experience in that and whether that would hurt the cause 
or help it. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that it is unknown, but he 
would be interested to know if contractors would even be interested. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that perhaps a premeeting be held with contractors. 
 
Parks and Asst. Public Works Superintendent Riverblood stated that the contractors will not ask 
mindful questions with other contractors in the room.  He stated that could be attempted but 
would take additional staff time as well. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he would support the RFP process in whatever is the smartest way 
of completing that. 
 
City Engineer Westby stated that engineering issues RFPs all the time but does not have 
experience in an RFP letter of interest.   
 
Chairperson Riley suggested that staff go through the RFP process which would include a letter 
of interest and premeeting which would allow questions. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that the only problem is that if a contractor asks questions, staff 
would not necessarily have the answers at this time.  He stated that the City did complete the 
design build for the fire stations and that has been the City process.  He stated that in terms of 
having available funding set aside, he would support completing the design build process rather 
than throwing out an RFP and seeing what is returned. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that having funds is not a reason to spend funds. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that change orders also cost money.   
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he does not see the reasoning in spending $23,000 in designing a 
building that will have a cost of $60,000. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that he could agree with the RFP process to see what happens, as 
long as that would not stress the timeframe.   
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It was the consensus of the Committee was to direct staff to initiate an RFP process. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood cautioned the Committee that he 
will attempt to roll this into staff’s workload but there will be additional staff time needed, and 
the timeframe will be slowed. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to direct staff to prepare an 
RFP for Architectural Design Services for Pumphouse #3.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Riley and Councilmember Kuzma.  Voting No: None.  
Absent: Councilmember Johns. 
 
5.02: Consider Initial Direction on Development of Policy for Private Improvements 

within Public Rights of Way 

 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated that the purpose of this case is to consider a policy 
for private improvements within public rights of way. The impetus behind the request is most 
recently due to a request to amend an existing center median within the Village of Sunfish Lake 
development. This topic has also been discussed as part of the approval process for current 
phases of the Brookfield residential development. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer noted that the intent is to provide broad, initial direction 
for the formulation of a future policy. Primarily, Staff is seeking direction on process and 
standards. Preliminary talking points are included in the attached framework. This discussion 
topic is intentionally abstract to ensure that Staff has sufficient policy direction prior to 
developed a more formalized and detailed policy. Additionally, a request from Sweetbay Ridge 
to complete a project was approved by the Public Works Committee at the January 17, 2017 
meeting and approved by City Council at the February 14th, 2017 meeting. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer recommended that the Public Works Committee adopt a 
formal policy to address private improvements in public rights of way, to be developed and 
approved at a subsequent meeting. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that assessments are used for road improvements and asked if that 
would be similar for median work. 
 
City Engineer Westby was unsure if landscaping maintenance would qualify.   
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that he is tired of this being pushed back onto the City when the 
developer and homeowners’ association want this landscaping. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that staff made the comment that the language is now being built in that 
addresses ongoing maintenance in clear terms.  He suggested that perhaps the City contact the 
HOA for a specific property to ensure that they address the median as they are maintaining other 
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public space within the property.  He used the referenced of Brookfield where the original HOA 
failed and there has been pushback on creating a new HOA.   
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer provided additional background information on 
Brookfield.  He reviewed the three alternatives before the Committee to consider tonight.  He 
provided additional cost information on the medians within Sweetbay Ridge that were repaired.   
 
Chairperson Riley stated that there is a streetlight fee and asked if there could be a similar fee 
developed for median maintenance or whether that would not be worth the effort. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Riemer stated that would need to be done with the approval of the 
development. 
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he does not like the idea of the City taking over the maintenance 
and also does not like the idea of letting things go as they have been unmaintained.  He noted 
that removal of medians has also been considered but there is a high cost to do so and the 
medians provide benefit.   
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood replied that prudently maintained 
entrances to neighborhoods and medians do add value to aesthetics and increase property values, 
as well as have a calming effect on traffic.  He believed that HOAs should continue to maintain 
those elements. 
 
Councilmember Kuzma stated that perhaps a policy be developed that would require 
maintenance by the HOA and if that maintenance stops, the median would be torn out and the 
cost would be assessed. 
 
Chairperson Riley suggested that staff continue to enforce this element as it has been and any 
functioning HOAs need to maintain their medians.   
 
Ms. Musgrove stated that perhaps the City could propose to a nursery to take over the median 
which would provide that business with the opportunity for additional marketing.   
 
Chairperson Riley agreed that could be an option which would allow a sign stating that care and 
plantings provided by the business.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to make no changes to the 
existing policy and continue to approach requests on a case by case basis. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Riley and Councilmember Kuzma.  Voting No: None.  
Absent: Councilmember Johns. 
 
6. COMMITTEE / STAFF INPUT 

 

6.01: Staff Updates on Improvement Projects and Items of Interest 
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City Engineer Westby provided an update on the status of improvement projects and items of 
interest.   
 
Chairperson Riley stated that he would like Ramsey to continue to be at the table with the 
Highway 47 and rail crossing discussions as there is a great impact to Ramsey. 
 
City Engineer Westby provided information on the comparison of using borings on road projects 
and the ground penetrating radar. 
 
Chairperson Riley agreed that the GPR is a great tool because it ensures that the City is getting 
what it paid for in terms of road construction. 
 
City Engineer Westby noted that mobilization is a large portion of the cost and therefore the 
more miles you can include in one trip provides a cost savings rather than asking for multiple 
mobilization.  He provided additional details on the GPR process. 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to continue to use GPR on the spring road projects and to 
add a requirement of new development to include the use of GPR and provide that data to the 
City prior to turning the roadway over to the City.   
 
City Engineer Westby noted that the other cities involved in the Metropolitan Surface Water 
Supply Study all passed resolutions in support of the study and that information has been 
provided to the Metropolitan Council.  He stated that additional details will be provided to the 
City with the length and cost of the study, confirming that the Metropolitan Council is funding 
100 percent of that study.  He provided an update on the Metropolitan Council’s Water Efficient 
Potential Project, noting that a preliminary study was provided to the City.  He stated that the 
preliminary finding identified that if the City can work with residents to reduce lawn irrigation, 
the two wells currently planned within the next ten years could be delayed.  He noted that the 
numbers used were conservative and the cities involved provided updated data, advising that a 
final report will be available in February.   
 
6.02: Review Future Topics Calendar 

 

Chairperson Riley stated that he had asked to discuss the water aquafer and geology but believed 
that to be a better discussion for the full City Council rather than the Committee. 
 
City Engineer Westby noted that has been added to the City Council worksession calendar in 
February.   
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Motion by Councilmember Kuzma, seconded by Chairperson Riley, to adjourn the Public Works 
Committee meeting.  
 
Motion carried.   
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The regular meeting of the Public Works Committee adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Grant Riemer 
Public Works Superintendent 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



   
Public Works Committee   5. 1.           
Meeting Date: 12/18/2018  
By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:
Consider Recommendation to City Council to Accept Petition Opposing Improvement Project #19-02, Brookview
Estates Street Reconstructions

Purpose/Background:
Purpose:
The purpose of this case is to consider providing a recommendation to City Council to accept a petition opposing
Improvement Project #19-02, Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions.

Background:
City Improvement Project No. 19-02 proposes to reconstruct streets within the Brookview Estates neighborhood
including 173rd Avenue and Germanium Street. The streets total approximately 2,662 linear feet (0.50 miles) in
length.

A map showing the location of the project is attached. A map showing the scope of the proposed improvements is
included in the attached Feasibility Report as Figure 1 of Appendix A.

The engineer’s opinion of probable costs for completing the proposed improvements as summarized in Appendix B
of the Feasibility Report is $502,555.46. Estimated costs include 5-percent contingency costs plus 23-percent
indirect costs for administrative, engineering, finance and legal costs.

Per the Feasibility Report, twenty-one (21) properties are considered to benefit from the improvements and Staff
recommended applying 25-percent of eligible project costs equally across the 21 assessable properties using the
“per lot” assessment method. Eligible project costs include everything except subgrade corrections and guardrail
modification costs. This resulted in a proposed preliminary assessment rate of $4,418.30 per assessable parcel.

Following the Public Hearing on November 13th, the property owner at 17230 Germanium Street requested a
petition template to use in gathering signatures in opposition to this Council initiated improvement project as
provided by Section 8.4.5 of the City Charter. A copy of Chapter 8 of the City Charter is attached. 

On November 15th, Staff provided a copy of the petition template to the property owner with instructions to modify
the top of the petition to define the project and to note what the petition specifically opposes. This property owner
did attend the neighborhood information meeting held on November 8, 2018 where Staff explained the proposed
improvements and assessments in detail and gathered public input on the project.

On December 3rd, the property owner delivered a petition with 15 signatures on it to City Staff but Staff rejected it
noting that the top of the petition had no clarifying language on it leading to concerns that the petitioners might not
have understood what they were signing. Based on comments Staff received from several property owners while
the petition was being circulated, Staff had concerns that this might indeed be the case. City Staff then contacted the
City Attorney to seek further direction on petition language and process requirements.

On December 4th, Staff provided clarifying comments to the property owner circulating the petition based on the
City Attorney’s comments.

On December 10th, the property owner submitted a revised petition to City Staff. This petition had a page attached
to it with clarifying language noting that the property owners objected to the cost of the project. See attached. Staff



to it with clarifying language noting that the property owners objected to the cost of the project. See attached. Staff
has since verified that all property owners who signed the petition are indeed benefiting property owners per the
preliminary assessment roll contained within the Feasibility Report.

Staff is currently working with the City Attorney to verify that the petition is valid as presented. Staff is also
working to verify that the property owners who signed the petition fully understood what they were signing, and
that by signing the petition they could be killing the project for a year or more.

Staff will provide updated information during the presentation at the meeting.

Timeframe:
Staff estimates 20 minutes will be required to present and discuss this case.

Observations/Alternatives:
Alternatives:
Alternative #1 – Motion recommending that the City Council accept the petition as presented and to direct Staff to
stop all work on City Improvement Project #19-02, Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions, for a period of at
least one-year.

Alternative #2 – Motion of other.

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommendation:
Staff’s recommendation will depend on the City Attorney’s responses.
Staff will recommend Alternative #1 if the City Attorney confirms that the petition as presented is valid, and if Staff
believes the property owners who signed the petition understood what they were signing. 
Staff will recommend Alternative #2 if the City Attorney confirms that the petition as presented is not valid, or if
Staff believes the property owners who signed the petition did not understood what they were signing. 

Action:
To be determined based on further findings.

Attachments
Project Location Map
City Charter Chap 8
Feas Report 1902
Petition Recvd 121018

Form Review
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Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 12/13/2018 03:53 PM
Form Started By: Bruce Westby Started On: 12/11/2018 10:34 AM
Final Approval Date: 12/13/2018 
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CHAPTER 8. - PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS  

 

Sec. 8.1. - Power to make improvements and levy assessments.  

The city may make any type of local improvement not forbidden by law and levy special assessments 
to pay all or part of the cost of such local improvements. The total of the assessments for any local 
improvement may not exceed the cost of the local improvement, plus all costs and expenses connected 
therewith, including interest. No assessment shall exceed the benefit to the property assessed as measured 
by the increase in the market value of the property assessed as a result of the local improvement.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.2. - Application of Charter.  

All local improvement projects shall be carried out exclusively under the provisions of this Charter. The 
term "local improvement" as used in this section shall mean a public improvement financed partly or wholly 
from special assessments.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.3. - Assessments for services.  

The council may provide by ordinance that the cost of the city services to streets, sidewalks, or other 
public or private property may be assessed against property benefited and may be collected in the same 
manner as special assessments.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.4. - Local improvement procedure.  

When the city undertakes any local improvement to which the state local improvement code, Minn. 
Stats. chapter 429 applies, it shall comply with the provisions of that law, except as modified below. The 
council may by ordinance prescribe the procedure to be followed in making any other local improvement 
and levying assessments therefor.  

8.4.1 Sixty-day waiting period. A period of 60 days shall elapse after the conclusion of the public 
hearing required by law to precede the ordering of the construction of a local improvement project 
(the "public hearing") before the actual ordering of the local improvement by the council and the 
council entering into a contract for the local improvement construction.  

8.4.2 Percentage of owners required. When the local improvement has been petitioned for by 
the owners of not less than 50 percent in frontage of the real property abutting on streets named 
in the petition as the location of the local improvement the resolution ordering the local 
improvement by the council may be approved by vote of a majority of all members of the council. 
When there has been no such petition, the resolution may be adopted only by vote of four-fifths 
of all members of the council.  

8.4.3 Petition against the local improvement. A proposed local improvement may be initiated by 
petition of the owners of real property abutting on the streets named in the petition. If, within 30 
days of the conclusion of the public hearing, a petition against such local improvement is filed 
with the city administrator which petition is signed by a percentage of the owners of real property 
abutting on the streets named in the initiating petition as the location of the improvement which 
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percentage is greater than the percentage of owners of real property who signed the initiating 
petition, the council shall not make such local improvement at the expense of the abutting property 
owners. For purposes of the foregoing sentence, "owners of real property" shall not include 
owners of properties zoned for commercial or industrial uses or owners of properties zoned 
residential greater than ten acres in size based on zoning classifications in effect at the date of 
such petition, or owners of non-homestead real property greater than one acre in size.  

8.4.4 Counter petition in favor of the improvement. If within 30 days of the filing with the city 
administrator of a petition against the local improvement as described in section 8.4.3 above, 
there is filed with the city administrator a petition in favor of the local improvement, signed by 
owners of real property abutting on the streets named in the initiating petition as the location of 
the improvement, in a percentage greater than the percent of owners of real property who signed 
the petition against the local improvement, then in such event the council may disregard the 
petition against the local improvement and proceed with the local improvement.  

8.4.5 Petition against council initiated improvement. If the local improvement was initiated by 
council resolution without an initiating petition and, within 60 days of the conclusion of the public 
hearing, a petition is filed with the city administrator against such local improvement and which 
petition is signed by 60 percent or more of the owners of real property proposed to be assessed 
for and benefited by the local improvement, the council shall not make such local improvement at 
the expense of the benefited property owners. For purposes of the foregoing sentence, "owners 
of real property" shall not include owners of properties zoned for commercial or industrial uses or 
owners of properties zoned residential greater than ten acres in size based on zoning 
classifications in effect at the date of such petition, or owners of non-homestead real property 
greater than one acre in size.  

8.4.6 Withdrawal of name from petition. Any person whose name appears on a petition to the 
council in favor of a local improvement, or on a petition to the council filed against a local 
improvement, may withdraw his/her name by a statement in writing filed with the city administrator 
before such petition is presented to the council or in person at a city council meeting before the 
city council accepts said petition.  

8.4.7 Filing of petition with city council. All completed petitions filed with the city administrator as 
described herein shall be presented to the council by the city administrator at the council's next 
regularly scheduled meeting.  

8.4.8 One year before any further action. When a proposed local improvement is disallowed 
pursuant to the petition process described in the foregoing sections, the council shall not vote on 
the same improvement within a period of one year after the public hearing on said improvement.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993; Ord. No. 06-22, § 2, 7-5-2006; Ord. No. 12-08, § 2, 6-26-2012; Ord. No. 14-
07, § 2, 8-11-2014)  

Sec. 8.5. - Computation of time.  

Where the performance or doing of any act or matter is required by this Charter, and the period of time 
is prescribed and fixed by this Charter, the time shall be computed so as to exclude the first and include 
the last day of the prescribed or fixed period of time. When the last day of the period falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday, or a legal holiday, that day shall be omitted from the computation.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.6. - Sewer and water projects.  

This section applies to any local improvement project completed after January 1, 1996, which includes 
extending urban services (sewer and/or water) to an existing home or neighborhood.  
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8.6.1 Connection policy. The city may not compel any property owner with a functional private 
sewer and water system to connect to city sewer and/or water.  

8.6.2 Assessment policy. The city may not levy an assessment for any component of any project 
which includes sewer and/or water improvements against a property whose owner elects to 
remain on a functional private sewer and/or water system.  

8.6.3 Request for urban services. Property owners who remain on private sewer and water 
systems after urban services become available may request connection to urban services at any 
time. Upon connection to urban services an assessment may be levied provided it is consistent 
with the original assessment.  

(Ref. of 5-20-1996; Ord. of 1-24-2001)  
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October 18, 2018 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Ramsey 
7550 Sunwood Drive NW 
Ramsey, MN  55303 
 
Re: Feasibility Report - City of Ramsey Improvement Project #19-02 

Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council Members: 
 
Transmitted herewith is a Feasibility Report for the proposed Brookview Estates Street 
Reconstructions project including; 173rd Avenue from Germanium Street to its termini cul-de-
sac, and Germanium Street from 170th Lane to its termini cul-de-sac. The report examines the 
feasibility of reconstructing the bituminous street section and completing other appurtenant 
improvements. 
 
This Feasibility Report examines the scope of the proposed improvements, explores estimated 
costs and available funding sources, defines a preliminary project schedule, and determines the 
necessity, feasibility and general cost-effectiveness of the proposed improvements, including any 
alternate designs, as well as whether the improvements would best be completed separately or in 
conjunction with another project. 
 
I would be happy to discuss this report with you at your convenience.  Please feel free to contact me 
at 763-433-9825 or bwestby@cityoframsey.com with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

City of Ramsey 
 

 
Bruce Westby, PE 
City Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
 
C: Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator 
 Leonard Linton, Civil Engineer IV 

mailto:bwestby@cityoframsey.com
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
City Improvement Project No. 19-02 proposes to reconstruct streets within the Brookview Estates 
neighborhood including 173rd Avenue and Germanium Street. The streets total approximately 
2,662 linear feet (0.50 miles) in length. A map showing the location and scope of the proposed 
improvements is included as Figure 1 in Appendix A. 
 
The streets were constructed in 1979 as rural sections with bituminous pavement to a width of 24 
feet, and are generally centered within a 66-foot wide right-of-way. 
 
The storm sewer system generally consists of ditches along both sides of the road within the right-
of-way and drainage and utility easements. Storm runoff collects in the ditch along Germanium 
Street and is carried north to the Trott Brook through an outlet pipe located in the north cul-de-sac. 
Storm runoff collects in the ditch along 173rd Avenue and goes across land into the Rum River to 
the east. 
 
The existing bituminous pavement section ranges from 2.0 to 6.0 inches thick, with a median 
thickness of 3.6-inches, and the aggregate base ranges from 0.8 to 5.0 inches thick, with a median 
thickness of 2.7-inches. This was determined from Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) analysis 
performed by Braun Intertec in 2017, as well as from field observations and record plan 
documents. Copies of Braun Intertec’s GPR results are attached in Appendix C. The pavement 
section was built on primarily poorly graded sands with silts subgrade material which is generally 
considered usable for pavement support with the proper preparation. 
 
City staff evaluates and rates the condition of pavement sections on all City streets on an annual 
basis using the Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) system. In the summer of 2018, 
the pavement section of the above referenced street segments were rated with a PASER rating of 
3 which indicates these streets require complete reconstruction. City staff patch the streets at least 
once per year, particularly before winter so the streets can be plowed without further damaging the 
pavement in the process. Pictures of the streets are located in Appendix A. 
 
Proposed improvement include reconstructing the existing bituminous pavement section using the 
Full Depth Reclamation (FDR) process. This process involves reclaiming the entire existing 
bituminous pavement section, along with the existing aggregate base material. A portion of this 
reclaimed (ground and mixed) material would then be spread and compacted on top of the reshaped 
and compacted subgrade. Then, 3.5 inches of bituminous pavement would be placed, generally 
meeting the City of Ramsey’s standard pavement design for residential streets. 
 
Existing ditches will likely require re-grading and other drainage construction is likely, however, 
driveway culverts are generally not anticipated to be affected by this project. Additional storm 
sewer is anticipated to be added to improve storm runoff water quality prior to flowing into Trott 
Brook. Drainage easements may be needed in one or more locations. 
 
The engineer’s opinion of probable costs for completing the proposed improvements outlined in 
this report is $502,555.46. Estimated costs include 5-percent contingency costs plus 23-percent 
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indirect costs for administrative, engineering, finance and legal costs. A summary of the engineer’s 
opinion of probably costs is included in Appendix B. 
 
A total of 21 assessable parcels have been identified. Staff recommends applying 25-percent of the 
eligible project costs equally across the 21 assessable properties using the “per lot” assessment 
method. Eligible project cost include everything except subgrade corrections and guardrail 
modification costs. This results in a proposed preliminary assessment rate of $4,418.30 per 
assessable parcel. 
 
Staff recommends ordering a special benefit consultation report for this project to verify the 
proposed assessment amount will not exceed the benefit to the properties. If the report concludes 
the benefit to the properties is less than the proposed preliminary assessment rate, Staff will then 
propose to lower the assessment rate accordingly during the Assessment Hearing, which is 
scheduled for October 8, 2019. If the report verifies the assessment rate as proposed is justified, 
Staff will propose to adopt the final assessment roll using the rate as preliminarily proposed. 
 
Seven (7) soil borings were completed by Northern Technologies (NTI) to assist with the 
preparation of this report. Pavement design recommendations were offered by NTI, and Staff 
considered and incorporated NTI’s recommendations to varying degrees while preparing this 
report. Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) was conducted on street segments within the project. The 
GPR identifies existing bituminous pavement and aggregate base thicknesses, and is used to help 
Staff determine the appropriate treatment. Copies of Braun Intertec’s GPR results and NTI’s 
Geotechnical Exploration Report are attached in Appendix C. 
 
This improvement project, which is listed in the City’s current 10-year Capital Improvement Plan, 
is proposed to be funded using a combination of special assessments to benefiting properties, street 
reconstruction bond proceeds, and storm sewer funds. 
 
Staff has not yet discussed the proposed improvements with local property owners. However, Staff 
has scheduled a neighborhood information meeting for November 8, 2018 for the purpose of 
explaining the proposed improvements and assessments in more detail, and to gather public input 
on the project, including any information which should be explored in more detail during 
development of plans and specifications. Staff will incorporate comments and present this 
information to Council during the Public Hearing on November 13, 2018. 
 
This project would best be constructed as a stand-alone project and is necessary, feasible, and cost-
effective from an engineering standpoint, and can be constructed as proposed herein. 
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2. INTRODUCTION 
 
2.1 Authorization 
 
The preparation of this report was authorized by the Ramsey City Council on August 28, 2018. 
This project has been designated as City Improvement Project No. 19-02. 
 
2.2 Program Overview 
 
In support of the City’s long-term Street Maintenance Program, the existing bituminous pavement 
section will be reconstructed, and existing ditches will be re-graded to enhance drainage. Other 
appurtenant work will be completed as outlined in this report. 
 
The City’s pavement evaluation process involves a visual evaluation of each street’s pavement 
surface based on the type, extent and severity of each pavement distress observed. Numerous types 
of pavement distresses may exist within a pavement section including, but not limited to, alligator 
cracking, block cracking, longitudinal cracking, transverse cracking, rutting, raveling, shoving, 
potholes and patches. This field data is then used to rate the pavement condition. 
 
The City uses the Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) system to rate pavement 
condition. A PASER rating is a numerical index between 1 and 10 indicating the condition of a 
pavement based on the various pavement distresses recorded during visual observations. A PASER 
rating of 10 represents brand new pavement, while a PASER rating of 1 represents a pavement 
section that has fallen into complete disrepair requiring full reconstruction. 
 
In the summer of 2018, City Staff evaluated and rated the condition of the pavement along the 
Brookview Estates street segments. A PASER rating of 3 was assigned to 173rd Avenue and 
Germanium Street. 
 
2.3 Scope 
 
City of Ramsey Improvement project 19-02 proposes to reconstruct the existing bituminous 
pavement, re-shape the ditches to enhance drainage, and to complete other appurtenant work on 
173rd Avenue from Germanium Street to its termini cul-de-sac, and Germanium Street from 170th 
Lane to its termini cul-de-sac which totals approximately 2,662 linear feet (0.50 miles) in length. 
 
The existing bituminous pavement section is proposed to be reconstructed using the FDR process. 
This involves reclaiming the entire bituminous pavement section along with a portion of the 
existing aggregate base, hauling and disposing of excess reclaim material off-site, spreading and 
compacting the reclaimed material on top of the reshaped and compacted subgrade, then placing 
3.5-inches of new bituminous pavement on top. The resulting pavement design will generally meet 
current City design standards for residential pavement sections. 
 
A map showing the location and scope of the proposed improvements is included as Figure 1 in 
Appendix A. 
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3. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

 
3.1 Existing Pavement, Soil, and Traffic Conditions 
 
All streets proposed to be improved were constructed in 1979 with 1.5-inches of bituminous 
pavement, 3.0-inches of aggregate base, and ditches. The streets are generally centered within a 
66-foot wide right-of-way.  
 
Pavement maintenance treatments applied to the street segments included overlay in 1993, and 
crack seal and seal coat improvements in 2001. Spot patching has been performed on an as-needed 
basis, and has been a yearly treatment recently. In 2018, Staff assigned a PASER rating of 3 on 
both street segments. 
 
In September of 2018, City Staff recorded a traffic volume of 72 average annual daily traffic 
(AADT) on 173rd Avenue east of Germanium Street, and 278 AADT on Germanium Street north 
of 170th Lane. The speed limit is 30 mph for these street segments. 
 
Northern Technologies, LLC (NTI) was employed to complete a Geotechnical Exploration and 
Engineering Review for this project, which included seven (7) soil borings spaced evenly along 
173rd Avenue and Germanium Street. The locations of the borings are shown in the Soil Boring 
Location Map in Appendix C of NTI’s report, attached in Appendix C. 
 
The soil borings provide information on existing bituminous pavement and aggregate base course 
thicknesses, subgrade soil conditions, existing ground water elevations, and potential issues, which 
may be encountered during construction. The borings general terminated at a nominal depth of 10 
feet below the existing ground surface, boring number 4 terminated at 20.5 feet as it was following 
a layer of clay. There was groundwater observed in 4 of 7 borings, with elevations varying from 
approximately 872.5 to 877, 6.5 to 9.0 feet below the existing surface. Based on the work proposed 
groundwater is not anticipated to be a significant issue for work completed with this proposed 
project. There is the small potential for groundwater impacts if storm sewer is required, and is 
placed at a depth greater than 6-feet below the existing ground. 
 
The soil borings generally indicate the existing bituminous pavement thickness ranges between 2 
¼ to 5 inches, and aggregate base thickness is 5 to 6 inches. The subgrade generally consists of 
poorly graded sand with silt, silty sand, and poorly graded sand. Below this 4 of the 7 borings had 
layers of lean clay with sand, clayey sand, and / or lean to fat clay. The depths of the layers varied 
among the borings, and the pockets with clay seemed to be spread out along the project. 
 
Braun Intertec was employed to complete a ground penetrating radar (GPR) analysis for the project 
area, which included driving the GPR equipped vehicle throughout all street segments within the 
project area. A summary table and charts of the GPR Analysis are attached in Appendix C. The 
GPR data determined a median bituminous pavement thickness of 3.6-inches, and a median 
aggregate base thickness of 2.7-inches. The median street pavement and base section thickness 
was 6.2-inches, with a minimum section of 3.7-inches located on Germanium Street, 310 feet north 
of 173rd Avenue. GPR data was not able to be obtained for 173rd Avenue. 
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3.2 Watermain 
 
Watermain does not exist on site. 
 
3.3 Sanitary Sewer 
 
Sanitary sewer does not exist on site. 
 
3.4 Storm Sewer / Drainage 
 
The storm sewer system consists of ditches along both sides of the road within the right-of-way 
and drainage and utility easements, which direct stormwater runoff to the ditch along Germanium 
Street and north to the Trott Brook through an outlet pipe located in the north cul-de-sac. 
Stormwater runoff is also directed to the ditch along 173rd Avenue and goes across land into the 
Rum River to the east. 
 
3.5 Streets 
 
 3.5.1 Existing Typical Sections 

 
The pavement width of 173rd Avenue and Germanium Street is 24-feet. The cul-de-sacs on 
173rd Avenue and Germanium Street are 95-feet in diameter. The streets are centered 
within a 66-foot wide City-owned right-of-way, with a 160-foot wide right-of-way around 
the cul-de-sac on 173rd Avenue, and a 140-foot wide right-of-way around the cul-de-sac on 
Germanium Street. 

 
 3.5.2 Maintenance History 

 
 Brookview Estates was originally constructed in 1979. 173rd Avenue and Germanium 

Street received an overlay in 1993, and crack seal and seal coat improvements in 2001. 
 
3.6 Land Use 
 
The parcels within the construction area are zoned rural developing. 
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4. PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
4.1 Street and Stormwater Improvements 
 
 4.1.1 Street Improvements 

 
The streets in Brookview Estates are proposed to be reconstructed by matching existing 
widths and elevations with bituminous pavement and ditch sections to carry storm water 
runoff to Ford Brook and the Rum River. 
 
The proposed surface improvements are shown on Figure 1 in Appendix A. 
 
Street Design: 

173rd Avenue and Germanium Street are currently rural residential streets with ditch 
sections, 24-feet wide to the edge of pavement. The cul-de-sacs on 173rd Avenue and 
Germanium Street are 95-feet in diameter. Existing and proposed traffic counts are 
consistent with typical residential streets. 
 
All street segments are proposed to be reconstructed at their current width. A typical section 
for the proposed pavement reconstruction improvements is shown in Figure 2 in Appendix 

A. 
 
City Staff is proposing a pavement section design of 1.5-inches bituminous wear course, 
2-inches bituminous base course, and 4-inches of aggregate base composed of full-depth 
reclamation material. This pavement section would be constructed over the existing 
subgrade after it is reshaped and compacted. 

 
 4.1.2 Storm Sewer Improvements 

 
 The existing ditch sections are in good condition. Re-shaping the ditches may be required 

due to construction, but ditches will be restored to existing grades. The existing driveway 
culverts are not anticipated to be replaced. No stormwater treatment improvements are 
required for this projects since the street is proposed to be reconstructed at its current width, 
however, Staff is proposing to add a treatment structure to improve storm runoff water 
going into Trott Brook. 

 
 4.1.3 Geotechnical Considerations 

 
Northern Technologies LLC (NTI) completed a Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering 
Review including seven (7) soil borings, generally evenly spaced along 173rd Avenue and 
Germanium Street. The locations of the borings are shown in the Boring Location Map in 
Appendix C of NTI’s report, attached in Appendix C. NTI recommends prior to installing 
the aggregate base, the existing subgrade should be scarified and re-compacted to a depth 
of at least 12 inches. A proof roll test should then be performed to determine soft or unstable 
subgrade areas. If rutting or localized unstable subgrade areas are observed, those areas 
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should be subcut, moisture-conditioned, and re-compacted or removed to a stable depth. 
Based upon the encountered subgrade conditions, estimated R-value of 30 for the existing 
subgrade soils, the assumed AADT volumes of 600, and the City of Ramsey’s typical 
pavement section for the respective project area NTI recommends a pavement section of 
4-inches of aggregate base class 5, and 4-inches of bituminous pavement. City Staff is in 
close agreement and proposes completing a full-depth reclamation of the existing pavement 
by placing 4-inches of aggregate base class 5 or reclaim material, and 3.5-inches of new 
bituminous pavement. The clay layers are generally deep enough to not have a significant 
impact on the roadway, however Staff will be aware of the potential for pockets of subgrade 
which will require additional conditioning or possible replacement. 
 
The proposed improvements should have a service life of approximately 60-years, 
assuming maintenance such as overlays, crack sealing and seal coating is routinely 
performed. 

 
 4.1.4 Other Considerations 

 
Driveways: 

Existing driveway aprons may need to be reconstructed to varying degrees. The limits of 
construction will vary with each driveway apron based on the elevation of the street 
abutting the driveway and the driveway pavement type. During design, Staff will evaluate 
the construction limits for each driveway and will incorporate this into the plans, but as 
with all street reconstruction projects, the exact limits of construction will be determined 
in the field during construction. Right-of-entry forms will be obtained from private 
property owners where work is required outside City right-of-ways and easements. 
 
Irrigation Systems: 

Developed properties along the project corridor may have private irrigation systems. Staff 
will notify property owners of pending construction as far in advance as practical to allow 
them time to move their irrigation systems out of harm’s way before work begins. 
 
Parking Restrictions: 
Parking is currently provided along both sides of the streets and is not currently restricted 
except for overnight parking per City code. During this project, parking will be restricted 
during allowable working hours. 
 
Pavement Corings: 
Existing pavement thicknesses have been found to be inconsistent throughout the City. It 
is now standard practice to have City Staff on-site during pavement installation to insure 
the proper quantities are being placed. As further conformation, Staff is proposing to collect 
GPR data or to have pavement corings taken at the conclusion of all reconstruction projects. 
This is already a requirement on all State Aid projects, and will leave more data on the 
pavement section for future street maintenance projects. 
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4.2 Stormwater Treatment 
 
No stormwater retention and/or treatment improvements will be required as a result of this project, 
however, Staff is proposing stormwater treatment for storm runoff into Trott Brook. 
 
4.3 Water Main Improvements 
 
No watermain improvements are proposed with this project. 
 
4.4 Sanitary Sewer Improvements 
 
No sanitary sewer improvements are proposed with this project. 
 
4.5 Construction Method 
 
The existing bituminous pavement section will be reconstructed using the FDR process outlined 
within this report. 
 
4.6 Private Utilities 
 
Staff has not yet met with the telephone, gas, power and cable utilities regarding this project. 
During preparation of plans and specifications, Staff will meet with the private utility companies 
to discuss the proposed improvements as noted in the project schedule within this report. The 
alignment and footprint of the streets will be considered to minimize impacts to private utilities. 
No impacts to power poles or street lights are anticipated with this project. 
 
Should any utility company indicate they wish to upgrade, replace and/or otherwise modify their 
services during this project, any such upgrades, replacements and/or modifications will be at the 
sole discretion and cost of the utility company. 
 
4.7 Permits 
 
Permits that are anticipated to be required as part of the proposed improvements include: 

 MPCA General Stormwater Permit (NPDES)…..Grading and Storm Water 
 
A stormwater permit from the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization will not 
be required with this project as street reconstruction projects are exempt. 
 
4.8 Right-of-Ways / Easements 
 
The existing outfall to Trott Brook is currently located on 17331 Germanium Street outside of 
City-owned drainage and utility easements. Staff will work with the property owner to create 
additional drainage and utility easement over the existing pipe, move the outfall which would also 
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require additional easement, or find another solution. This will be dependent upon project design 
and discussion with the property owner.  
 
A low area exist outside of City-owned drainage and utility easement on 17310 Germanium Street, 
possible options of filling in the low area, adding addition storm sewer, or acquiring drainage and 
utility easements will be discussed with the property owner and are also dependent upon project 
design. 
 
City Staff will obtain required right of entries on a case by case basis.  
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5. FINANCING 
 
5.1 Opinion of Cost 
 
A detailed opinion of probable costs for the proposed improvements can be found in Appendix B 
of this report. The opinion of probable costs incorporates anticipated 2019 construction costs for 
the proposed improvements with 5-percent contingency costs, plus 23-percent indirect costs for 
administrative, engineering, financing and legal costs. 
 
City Staff prepared the Feasibility Report in-house as part of Staff’s normal duties. 
 
NTI prepared the Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering Review, included in Appendix C, at 
a cost of $3,250.00. 
 
5.2 Funding 
 
 5.2.1 Assessments 

 
 A portion of the project costs is proposed to be recovered through special assessments 

levied against the 21 identified benefiting properties; 9 along 173rd Avenue, and 12 along 
Germanium Street. Assessments are proposed to be collected for eligible improvements 
benefiting residential properties with direct access to the improved segments of Brookview 
Estates as described below. A preliminary assessment summary is included below in Table 

1.  
 
 Residential Assessments: 
 Special assessments are proposed to be levied against residential properties having direct 

access to improved streets. To be consistent with previous applications of the Special 
Assessments Policy, each residential property is proposed to be assessed using the “per lot” 
method. 

 
 Each residential property is preliminarily proposed to be assessed at the rate of $4,418.30 

per lot. Since State Statute and the City Charter do not allow for assessments to exceed the 
benefit to the property, Staff requests Council authorization to order a benefit appraisal 
consultation for this project in accordance with the City’s Special Assessment Policy. 

 
 The Preliminary Assessment Map and Roll are included in Appendix B. 
 

TABLE 1 
Proposed Preliminary Assessments – 173rd Avenue & Germanium Street 

STREET SEGMENT ASSESSMENT 
PER LOT 

No. OF 
LOTS 

TOTAL 
ASSESSMENTS 

173rd Avenue Residential Assessment $4,418.30 9 $39,764.70 
Germanium Street Residential Assessment $4,418.30 12 $53,019.60 

TOTAL PROJECT ASSESSMENTS $92,784.30 
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 5.2.2 City Contribution 

 
 The City contribution to the project would include all funding in excess of the amount 

collected through special assessments to benefiting properties. No funds have been 
budgeted for this project. The City’s share of eligible project costs related to surface (street) 
improvements is proposed to come from the previously encumbered 5-year Street 
Reconstruction and Overlay Program bonds. Stormwater Utility Funds are proposed to pay 
for all storm sewer improvements. 

 
 Table 2 illustrates the proposed project funding based on the design proposed within this 

report. This funding program assumes construction will occur in 2019. 
 

 TABLE 2 
 Proposed Project Funding 

 
 ASSESSMENTS CITY FUNDS TOTAL 
Surface $ 80,112.90 $ 371,754.41 $ 451,867.31 
Storm Sewer $ 12,671.40 $ 38,016.75 $ 50,688.15 
TOTAL $ 92,784.30 $ 409,771.16 $ 502,555.46 

 

Total Project Cost   $ 502,555.46 

Less Special Assessments -  $ 92,784.30 

Subtotal =       $ 409,771.16 

Less City Bonding Funds -  $ 371,754.41 

Subtotal =  $ 38,016.75 

Less Stormwater Utility Funds -  $ 38,016.75 

TOTAL Remaining Cost =  $ 0 
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6. PROJECT SCHEDULE 
 
The proposed project schedule is as follows: 
 
Council Orders Feasibility Report .......................................................................... August 28, 2018 
 
Council Accepts Feasibility Report / Orders Public Hearing ................................ October 23, 2018 
 
Staff Conducts Neighborhood Information Meeting ........................................... November 8, 2018 
 
Staff Publishes Notices of Public Hearing .................................... October 26 & November 2, 2018 
 
Council Conducts Public Hearing / Authorizes Plans and Specifications ......... November 13, 2018 
 
Staff Conducts Private Utility Coordination Meeting ............................................ November, 2018 
 
Council Approves Plans and Specifications / Authorizes Ad for Bids .................. January 22, 2019 
 
Staff Receives Bids .............................................................................................. February 20, 2019 
 
Council Awards Contract ..................................................................................... February 26, 2019 
 
Contractor Begins Construction ....................................................................................... May, 2019 
 
Contractor Completes Construction ........................................................................ August 16, 2019 
 
Council Orders Assessment Hearing ................................................................ September 10, 2019 
 
Council Conducts Assessment Hearing ................................................................... October 8, 2019 
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7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
City of Ramsey Improvement Project No. 19-02 proposes to reconstruct the bituminous pavement 
section, and complete miscellaneous appurtenant work on the following street segments within the 
Brookview Estates residential subdivision: 
 1. 173rd Avenue (approx. 850 linear feet) – Germanium Street to east cul-de-sac. 
 2. Germanium Street (approx. 1810 feet) – 170th Lane to north cul-de-sac. 
 
It is the recommendation of City Staff that City Project No. 19-02 is feasible, necessary, and cost-
effective from an engineering standpoint, and this project would best be constructed as a stand-
alone project as proposed herein. 
 
The following Staff recommendations related to the proposed project are presented for Council 
consideration and concurrence: 
 

1. Reconstruct the existing bituminous pavement using full-depth reclamation process, 
meeting the City’s standard residential pavement section of 4-inches aggregate base 
class 5 (or reclaim), 2-inches new bituminous base course, and 1 ½- inches new 
bituminous wear course. 

 
2. Staff recommends excluding private irrigation system work form this project. Instead, 

Staff will notify property owners of pending construction as far in advance as possible, 
and instruct them to relocate their irrigation system(s) away from the construction area 
during construction, then allow replacement in or near the original location after 
construction is complete. 

 
3. Staff recommends holding a neighborhood information meeting on November 8, 2018 

to inform property owners of the proposed improvements and to gather their input prior 
to competing plans and specifications and requesting Council approval to advertise for 
bids as outlined in the project schedule. 

 
4. Order an assessment appraisal consultation to ensure special assessments do not exceed 

the benefit received as a result of the improvements. 
 

The City Council is asked to act on the following items related to the proposed project: 
 

1. Accept the preliminary residential special assessment rate of $4,418.30 per lot. 
 

2. Authorize an assessment appraisal consultation to ensure all special assessments are 
commensurate with benefit received from the proposed improvements. 

 
3. Adopt Resolution #18-220 accepting this Feasibility Report and ordering the Public 

Hearing for November 13, 2018. 
 
  



 

   
 
Feasibility Report 

Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions 

City of Ramsey Project No. 19-02  17 

 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

Figure 1 – Project Scope 
Figure 2 – Typical Section 

Project Site Pictures 
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FIGURE 1 
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FIGURE 2 
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PROJECT SITE PICTURES 
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Picture 1: Germanium Street from 170th Lane 
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Picture 2: Germanium Street from 173rd Avenue 
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Picture 3: 173rd Avenue from Germanium Street 
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Picture 4: 173rd Avenue cul-de-sac, looking west 
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Picture 5: Germanium Street cul-de-sac, looking south 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Opinion of Probable Costs (Preliminary Engineer’s Estimate) 
Preliminary Assessment Map 
Preliminary Assessment Roll 
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19-02 BROOKVIEW ESTATES STREET RECONSTRUCTIONS 
Preliminary Engineer’s Estimate 

Street Construction 

Item 
No. Description Unit Estimated 

Quantity Unit Cost Cost Extension 

1 Mobilization LS 1 $ 12,000.00 $ 12,000.00 
2 Remove Concrete Pavement – Driveways SF 878 $ 2.50 $ 2,195.00 
3 Remove Bituminous Pavement – Driveways SY 180 $ 7.00 $ 1,260.00 
4 Remove Bituminous Pavement SY 8,145 $ 3.50 $ 28,507.50 
5 Sawing Concrete Pavement – Full Depth LF 98 $ 4.00 $ 392.00 
6 Sawing Bituminous Pavement – Full Depth LF 257 $ 2.50 $ 642.50 
7 Salvage and Install Mail Box Support EA 18 $ 200.00 $ 3,600.00 
8 Temporary Mail Box Cluster EA 2 $ 400.00 $ 800.00 
9 Common Excavation (EV) CY 250 $ 21.00 $ 5,250.00 

10 Subgrade Excavation, Remove Unsuitable Material 
(EV) CY 500 $ 10.00 $ 5,000.00 

11 Select Granular Borrow (CV) CY 600 $ 15.00 $ 9,000.00 
12 Common Topsoil Borrow (CV) CY 292 $ 31.00 $ 9,052.00 
13 Subgrade Preparation RDST 27 $ 200.00 $ 5,400.00 
14 Aggregate Base Class 5 CY 1,345 $ 15.00 $ 20,175.00 
15 Mill Bituminous Pavement (2’ x 1.5”) SY 21 $ 20.00 $ 420.00 
16 Bituminous Material for Tack Coat GAL 571 $ 2.40 $ 1,370.40 
17 Type SP 9.5 Wearing Course Mixture TON 672 $ 71.00 $ 47,712.00 
18 Type SP 12.5 Non Wearing Course Mixture  TON 896 $ 64.00 $ 57,344.00 
19 Type SP 9.5 Wearing Course Mixture – Driveways TON 20 $ 71.00 $ 1,420.00 
20 Concrete Curb & Gutter Design B618 LF 646 $ 12.00 $ 7,752.00 
21 Drainage Improvements LS 1 $ 65,000.00 $ 65,000.00 
22 6” Concrete Driveway Pavement SF 878 $ 7.25 $ 6,365.50 
23 Landscape Restoration LS 1 $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00 
24 Guardrail Modifications LS 1 $ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00 
25 Traffic Control LS 1 $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00 
26 Silt Fence, Type MS LF 1,860 $ 2.50 $ 4,650.00 
27 Storm Drain Inlet Protection EA 4 $ 175.00 $ 700.00 
28 Sodding Type Lawn SY 4,410 $ 7.00 $ 30,870.00 

 
Total Street Construction Cost $ 349,877.90 

5% Contingency Cost $ 17,493.90 

23% Indirect Cost $ 84,495.51 

Total Street Project Cost $ 451,867.31 
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Storm Sewer Construction 

Item 
No. Description Unit Estimated 

Quantity Unit Cost Cost Extension 

1 Geotextile Fabric Type V SY 21 $ 3.50 $ 73.50 
2 15” RC Pipe Apron EA 4 $ 600.00 $ 2,400.00 
3 Trash Guard for 15” RC Pipe Apron EA 4 $ 275.00 $ 1,100.00 
4 15” RC Pipe Sewer, Design 3006 Class III LF 628 $ 33.00 $ 20,724.00 
5 Construct Drainage Structure Design 48-4020 EA 3 $ 2,500.00 $ 7,500.00 

6 Construct Drainage Structure Design Special 48-
4020 EA 1 $ 3,500.00 $ 3,500.00 

7 F&I Casting Assembly – Storm EA 4 $ 800.00 $ 3,200.00 
8 Random Rip Rap Class III CY 5 $ 150.00 $ 750.00 

 
Total Storm Sewer Construction Cost $ 39,247.50 

5% Contingency Cost $ 1,962.38 

23% Indirect Cost $ 9,478.27 

Total Storm Sewer Project Cost $ 50,688.15 

 
Total Estimated Project Cost $ 502,555.46 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL – 19-02 BROOKVIEW ESTATES STREET RECONSTRUCTIONS 

PID NAME / OWNER ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP ASSESSABLE 
UNITS 

PROPOSED 
ASSESSMENT 

013225330002 MC SHANE DANIEL M 17310 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330003 LADEEN JULIE A & MARK A 17330 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330004 JONES DAVID J & DEBORAH A 17331 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330005 LUND DONALD N & MARGERY A 17311 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 

013225330006 NORCUTT TRUSTEE KATHLEEN & 
NORCUTT TRUSTEE RICHARD 17301 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 

013225330007 NACHTWEY MICHAEL F & MARY J  RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330008 ROHL MORRIS G & SHARON L 5451 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330009 STEFFEN JAMES W & LISA F 5431 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330010 VOSS WALTER W & SALLY 5401 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
113225110007 CHUBB JEREMY 17200 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
113225110009 OSHAUGHNESSY CORRIN 17228 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
113225110010 OSHAUGHNESSY CORRIN  RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220003 PLACHECKI HALI 5410 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220004 ONGIE CHERYL 5420 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220005 WEBER JAMES J & DIANE M 5450 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220006 KREYER GARY R & JUDITH G 5510 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220007 PETERSON SEAN 5530 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220008 BOEHLAND LYNN C & JOY L 17211 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220009 RAMSEY CITY OF 17201 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220010 ABERLE RICHARD N & CLAUDIA M 17290 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220011 KANIA HENRY & JANINA 17230 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 

TOTALS 21 $ 92,784.30 
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Street Segment Summary 
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) Results 

Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering Review 
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STREET SEGMENT SUMMARY 

Street Segment Description Length Width Curb 2018 
Rating 

Year 
Built 

Maint. 1 Maint. 2 

173rd Avenue Germanium Street / CDS 853 24 n/a 3 1979 OL                           
1993 

SC 1                         
2001 

Germanium Street 170th Lane / CDS 1,809 24 n/a 3 1979 OL                      
1993 

SC 1                    
2001 
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Street Segment Description Min Max Med Min Max Med Med Min Location
173rd Avenue Germanium Street / CDS *

Germanium Street 170th Lane / CDS 2.0 6.0 3.6 0.8 5.0 2.7 6.2 3.7
310' north of 173rd 
Avenue.

2.0 6.0 3.6 0.8 5.0 2.7 6.2 3.7

Germanium Street 310 

feet north of 173rd 

Avenue.

* GPR Data was not able to be conducted along street segments.

Brookview Estates GPR Summary
Project Segment Pavement Aggregate Section

Project Summary
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Ramsey, Minnesota 55303 
 

 



 

 

 

October 8, 2018 

 

 

City of Ramsey 
Attention: Mr. Joe Feriancek 
7550 Sunwood Drive 
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303 
 
Subject: Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering Review  

Brookview Estates Reconstruction 
 Ramsey, Minnesota 

NTI Project No. 18.MSP06855.000 

Northern Technologies, LLC (NTI) has completed a total of seven (7) soil borings in the Brookview 
Estates area. Our services were performed in accordance with our proposal dated September 4, 
2018.   

Soil samples obtained at the site will be held for 60 days at which time they will be discarded.  Please 
advise us in writing if you wish to have us retain them for a longer period.  You will be assessed an 
additional fee if soil samples are retained beyond 60 days. 

We appreciate the opportunity to have been of service on this project.  If there are any questions 
regarding the soils explored or our review and recommendations, please contact us at your 
convenience at (651) 389-4191. 

Northern Technologies, LLC 

 
Robert Hawkins, GIT 
Staff Geologist 
 

 
Steven D. Gerber, P.E.  
Senior Engineer 

I hereby certify that this plan, 
specification, or report was prepared by 
me or under my direct supervision and 
that I am a Duly Licensed Professional 
Engineer under the Laws of the State of 
Minnesota. 

 
 

Steven D. Gerber 

Date:    10/08/2018  Reg. No. 45298 
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1.0 Scope of Services 

Seven borings were in the project area.  The scope of services included determining existing bituminous 
and aggregate base thicknesses, groundwater levels, subsurface conditions, and providing 
recommendations for site preparation, excavations, engineered fill and compaction, depths of 
unsuitable soils to be removed, groundwater management, potential difficulties during construction, 
utility construction, and pavement design thickness.   

1.1 Project and Site Description 

The project consists of the complete reconstruction of Germanium Street at 173rd Avenue in Ramsey, 
Minnesota. NTI was not aware of invert elevations or other design details of the proposed utilities at 
the time this report was prepared.   

The pavement sections are proposed to be designed with a 20-year design pavement life.  NTI has 
assumed an AADT value of 600 for these residential streets. 

2.0 Subsurface Exploration Summary 

NTI performed the subsurface exploration program during the period of September 26, 2018 with a 
two-person crew using a truck-mounted CME-55 drill rig.  Samples were generally collected in 
accordance with ASTM D 1586 “Standard Test Method for Standard Penetration Testing (SPT) and Split-
Barrel Sampling of Soils.”  The boring locations and depths were determined by a representative of the 
City of Ramsey.  The boring locations were marked in the field by NTI.  The borings terminated at 
depths ranging from approximately 10.5 to 20.5 feet below the top of pavement.  Elevations were 
determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000 and rounded to the nearest one-half foot.     

Please refer to the Boring Location Diagrams and the Boring Logs in Appendix C. 

Groundwater was observed at depths ranging between 6.5 and 9 feet below the ground surface, 
correspond to elevations ranging between 876.5 and 872.5.  

The lack of observed groundwater in the remaining borings is likely due to the short duration for which 
the boreholes remained open.  In addition, the seams of on-site clay and silt laden soils have the 
potential to be somewhat impervious and conducive to the development of zones of perched water at 
varying elevations and locations across the project area.   Please refer to the boring log included in the 
appendices.  

Table 1 summarizes the encountered subsurface conditions encountered.   
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Table 1: Pavement and Subgrade Summary1 
 

Boring No. 

Bituminous 
Pavement 

Thickness2 (inches) 

Apparent 
Aggregate Base 

Thickness3 (inches) 
Fill Subgrade 

Material4 
Native Subgrade 

Material 5 

SB-1 4 ½  5 SC SM 

SB-2 2 ¼  4 SP-SM SP 

SB-3 4 ½  4 SM SM 

SB-4 4 ½  5 SP-SM SP-SM 

SB-5 5 6 SM SP-SM 

SB-6 5 6 SM SM 

SB-7 4 ¼  6 SM CL 

1. Table summary is a generalization of subsurface conditions at the individual soil boring locations only.  
They may not reflect variations in subsurface strata occurring on site between boring locations.  The 
general geologic origin of retained soil samples is listed on the boring logs.  

2. Measured thickness of the pavement core. 

3. Apparent aggregate base thickness, at time of our fieldwork, by visual inspection only and is not meant 
to confer conformance with DOT specifications.   

4. Undocumented fill soils were encountered immediately under the aggregate base. 

5. The native soils underlying the undocumented fill soils. 

2.1 Groundwater and Groundwater Control 

Groundwater was observed at the time of drilling.  Groundwater was observed in four of the seventeen 
boreholes the Interstate Area ranging from depths of approximately 6.5 to 8.0 feet below the top of 
pavement.   The lack of observed groundwater at the remaining boring locations may be due to the 
short duration for which the boreholes remained open combined with the low permeability of the on-
site clay and silt based soils.  In addition, the on-site clay and silt based soils have the potential to be 
somewhat impervious and conducive to the development of zones of perched water at varying 
elevations and locations across the project area. 

2.2 Laboratory Test Program 

Our analysis and recommendations of this report are based upon our interpretation of the standard 
penetration test resistance determined while sampling soils, laboratory test results, and experience 
with similar soils from other sites near the project.  The results of such tests are summarized on the 
boring logs or attached laboratory test reports. 
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2.3 Utilities  

The fill and native soils observed in soil borings were generally suitable for utility support.  Due to the 
observed groundwater levels and depending on the installation depth of the utilities, temporary 
dewatering would likely be required during the utility trench excavations for deeper utilities, such as 
sanitary sewer.  Stabilization of the trench subgrade may be required, in particular in locations with 
lean clay subgrade, in order to provide a stable platform for construction.  Stabilization could consist of 
a one half to one foot layer of crushed rock or sand with a maximum 5 percent material passing the No. 
200 sieve and 50 percent passing the No. 40 sieve. 

The Geotechnical Engineer of Record or their designated representative should observe the project 
excavations to determine that unsuitable materials have been properly removed and adequate bearing 
support is provided by the exposed soils.  The exposed soil at the base should be compacted with a 
vibratory roller to 95 percent standard Proctor dry density (ASTM D698).  Such observations and testing 
should be performed prior to backfilling. 

The on-site, non-organic soils are anticipated to be suitable for reuse if properly moisture conditioned 
and compacted. Replacement backfill required in utility trenches should consist of non-organic material 
similar to the surrounding soil.  All import fill should be approved by NTI or the City’s representative.    

It is especially important that trench backfill for utility construction within paved areas be thoroughly 
compacted to minimize future pavement damage.  We recommend that such soils be compacted in 
accordance with the recommendations noted in the “Placement and Compaction of Engineered Fill” 
section in Appendix B of this report. 

The stability of embankments along utility excavations is dependent on soil strength, site geometry, 
moisture content, and any surcharge load for excavated soils and equipment.  We present cautionary 
remarks concerning stability of excavation sideslopes in the “Excavation Stability” section of this report. 

The Contractor is solely responsible for assessing the stability of and executing underground utility and 
project excavations using safe methods.  The contractor is also responsible for naming the “competent 
individual” as per Subpart P of 29 CFR 1926.6 (Federal Register - OSHA). 

2.4 Pavement Recommendations 

Full Reconstruction Option 

The most conservative method of subgrade preparation would be to remove the undocumented fill 
soils and replace them in their entirety with properly compacted engineered fill.  This method of 
subgrade preparation would provide the most uniform subgrade but would also be the most costly 
method of construction and would be a relatively a-typical method of subgrade preparation for 
improvements to existing municipal roadways.     

If the City were willing to accept some risk in potential long term increased maintenance of the 
pavement section for the significant upfront savings, the roadway can be reconstructed over the 
existing fill.   



Brookview Estates Reconstruction 

   Ramsey, Minnesota 

NTI Project No. 18.MSP06855.000 

 

 

Page 4 of 7 

The Contractor should be aware that the silty subgrade soils will be moisture-sensitive, and protecting 
them from inclement weather will aid in maintaining stability.  The stripping of the existing pavement 
and aggregate base course should occur immediately prior to subgrade preparation and base aggregate 
installation to minimize weather-induced instability. 

Prior to installing the aggregate base, the existing subgrade should be scarified and re-compacted to a 
depth of at least 12 inches.  A proof roll test should then be performed to determine soft or unstable 
subgrade areas.   

The proof roll should be performed with a tandem axle dump truck loaded to gross capacity (at least 20 
tons).  Acceptance criteria of the proof roll shall be limited to rut formation no more than one inch 
depth (front or rear axles) and no pumping (rolling) observed during the visual inspection.  Proof roll 
tests should be observed by an experienced technician or geotechnical engineer prior to placement of 
the aggregate base course to verify the subgrade will provide adequate pavement support.  

If rutting or localized unstable subgrade areas are observed, those areas should be subcut, moisture-
conditioned, and re-compacted or removed to a stable depth.   

If imported fill is required in paved areas, it should consist of debris-free, non-organic, mineral soil 
similar in composition to the subgrade soils encountered in the surrounding areas.  If sand is imported 
into areas that are underlain by relatively impervious fine grained soils, the sand layer must be drained 
with drain tile in order to prevent frost heave from water trapped within the imported sand layer 
during freezing temperatures.  Individual lifts of engineered fill should be tempered for moisture 
content, placed, and compacted as noted in the “Placement and Compaction of Engineered Fill” section 
in Appendix B of this report.  

For a 20-year design pavement life, Tables 4 presents our thickness recommendations for flexible 
(bituminous) pavement.  These recommendations were based upon the encountered subgrade 
conditions, estimated R-value of 30 for the existing subgrade soils, the assumed AADT volumes, and the 
City of Ramsey’s typical pavement section for the respective project area. 

Table 4: Flexible Pavement Thickness Design1 
Interstate Area – Residential Area 

 

Pavement Section 
Calculated Required 
Pavement Section2 

City’s Typical 
Pavement Section3 

Bituminous Wear Course (inches) 2 1.5 

Bituminous Base Course (inches) 2 2 

Class 5 or 7 Aggregate Base (inches) 4 4 

1. Assumed AADT volume of 600 and an average R-value of 30. 

2. Assumed a minimum of 12 inches of engineered subgrade. 

3. The subgrade appeared to be less firm at SB-2 and SB-7 (locations closest to the Rum River). 
Consideration could be made to using the City’s standard section in locations north of SB-2 and west of 
SB-6. 
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Pavement recommendations assume the subgrade soils and aggregate section below paved surfaces 
will drain to subsurface piping for eventual discharge into storm sewer, or above grade to ditching, or 
similar acceptable systems.  Lack of surface and subsurface drainage will significantly reduce the 
capacity and longevity of the pavement systems indicated above. 

We recommend pavements receive annual maintenance, as a minimum, to correct damages to the 
pavement structure, clean and infill cracks which develop, and repair or resurface areas which exhibit 
reduced subgrade performance.  The lack of maintenance can lead to moisture infiltration of the 
pavement structure and softening of the subgrade soils.  This, in turn, can degrade the performance of 
the pavement system and result in poorly performing pavements with shortened life expectancy. 

Mill and Overlay Option 

Portions of the roadway sections appear to have a sufficiently thick, in-place pavement section, which 
would lend itself to rehabilitation via mill and overlay techniques.   

The existing pavement thickness generally about 4 ½ inches thick, but locally was observed to be about 
2 ½ inches thick.  If a mill and overlay were performed, we would recommend that thin pavement areas 
(such as near SB-2) and distressed pavement areas be removed and replaced with a full depth (6 inch) 
patch.  

Full depth reclamation (FDR) would be feasible for this project area. Usually a blend of mineral 
aggregate base with the bituminous pavement is blended and the teeth of the reclaimers need to 
extend beyond the bituminous layers in order to prevent overheating.  

The pavement could be milled off and removed and replaced with fresh bituminous pavement. The 
millings can be blended with on-site aggregate base, with imported aggregate base or remixed at the 
plant to provide fresh aggregate base.  The blended material should contain no more than 50 percent 
bituminous millings.  In general, locations suitable for FDR would have aggregate base that is about the 
same thickness as the pavement plus 3 to 4 inches remaining to support the weight of the heavy 
machinery required for FDR. 

We recommend that the base be proof-rolled prior to placement of the new pavement materials to 
determine soft or unstable subgrade areas.  The proof roll should be performed with a tandem axle 
dump truck loaded to gross capacity (at least 20 tons).  Acceptance criteria of the proof roll shall be 
limited to rut formation no more than one inch (1”) depth (front or rear axles) and no pumping (rolling) 
observed during the visual inspection.  Proof roll tests should be observed by an experienced technician 
or geotechnical engineer prior to placement of the aggregate base course to verify the subgrade will 
provide adequate pavement support.  

If rutting or localized unstable subgrade areas are observed, those areas should be subcut, moisture-
conditioned, and re-compacted or removed to a stable depth.  Excavations for soil corrections (if any) in 
paved areas should allow for a 2 foot oversize beyond the edges of the pavement. 
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If imported fill is required in paved areas, it should consist of debris-free, non-organic, mineral soil 
similar in composition to the subgrade soils encountered in the surrounding areas.  If sand is imported 
into areas that are underlain by relatively impervious fine-grained soils, the sand layer must be drained 
with drain tile in order to prevent frost heave from water trapped within the imported sand layer 
during freezing temperatures.  Individual lifts of engineered fill should be tempered for moisture 
content, placed, and compacted as noted in the “Placement and Compaction of Engineered Fill” section 
in Appendix B of this report.  

3.0 Excavation Stability 

Excavation depth and sidewall inclination should not exceed those specified in local, state, or federal 
regulations.  Excavations may need to be widened and sloped, or temporarily braced, to maintain or 
develop a safe work environment.  Contractors must comply with local, state, and federal safety 
regulations including current OSHA excavation and trench safety standards.  Temporary shoring must 
be designed in accordance with applicable regulatory requirements. 

3.1 Engineered Fill & Winter Construction 

The silt and clay laden soils encountered at the project locations will be susceptible to freezing if not 
provided adequate drainage, insulation, or coverage.  Frozen soil should not be used as backfill.  When 
the ambient air temperature falls below freezing for an extended period of time, frost forms, and soil 
near the surface grade expands.  Settlement of the fill may occur as the frozen soils thaw. 

If frost penetrates the soil prior to paving, soils must be thawed, scarified, and re-compacted as 
recommended in this report.  Subgrade soils should be inspected prior to paving to verify frozen 
conditions are not present. 

4.0 Closure 

As the widely spaced, small diameter borings provide only a limited amount of data regarding the 
existing fill, the existing fill may contain soft zones, debris or significantly greater amounts of unsuitable 
materials than could be reasonably inferred from the boring information.  Unsuitable materials may not 
be discovered during construction and may remain buried within the fill below the pavement, resulting 
in greater than anticipated settlements of the pavement.  These risks cannot be eliminated without 
completely removing the fill, but can be reduced by thorough exploration and testing during site 
preparation and construction. 

Our conclusions and recommendations are predicated on observation and testing of the earthwork 
directed by Geotechnical Engineer of Record.  Our opinions are based on data assumed representative 
of the project area.  However, the area coverage of borings in relation to the entire project is very 
small.  For this and other reasons, we do not warrant conditions below the depth of our borings, or that 
the strata logged from our borings are necessarily typical of the site.  Deviations from our 
recommendations by plans, written specifications, or field applications shall relieve us of responsibility 
unless our written concurrence with such deviations has been established. 
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The scope of services for this project does not include either specifically or by implication any 
environmental or biological assessment of the site or identification or prevention of pollutants, 
hazardous materials or conditions.  If the owner is concerned about the potential for such 
contamination or pollution, other studies should be undertaken. 

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the City of Ramsey for specific application to the 
proposed Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions, in Ramsey, Minnesota.  Northern Technologies, 
LLC has endeavored to comply with generally accepted geotechnical engineering practice common to 
the local area.  Northern Technologies, LLC makes no other warranty, express or implied. 

Northern Technologies, LLC
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GEOTECHNICAL EVALUATION OF RECOVERED SOIL SAMPLES 

We visually examined recovered soil samples to estimate distribution of grain sizes, plasticity, 
consistency, moisture condition, color, presence of lenses and seams, and apparent geologic origin.  
We then classified the soils according using the Unified Soil Classification System (ASTM D2488).  A 
chart describing this classification system and general notes explaining soil sampling procedures are 
presented within appendices attachments. 

The stratification depth lines between soil types on the logs are estimated based on the available 
data.  In-situ, the transition between type(s) may be distinct or gradual in either the horizontal or 
vertical directions.  The soil conditions have been established at our specific boring locations only.  
Variations in the soil stratigraphy may occur between and around the borings, with the nature and 
extent of such change not readily evident until exposed by excavation.  These variations must be 
properly assessed when utilizing information presented on the boring logs. 

We request that you, your design team or contractors contact NTI immediately if local conditions 
differ from those assumed by this report, as we would need to review how such changes impact our 
recommendations.  Such contact would also allow us to revise our recommendations as necessary to 
account for the changed site conditions. 

FIELD EXPLORATION PROCEDURES 

Soil Sampling – Standard Penetration Boring: 

Soil sampling was performed according to the procedures described by ASTM D-1586.  Using this 
procedure, a 2 inch O.D. split barrel sampler is driven into the soil by a 140 pound weight falling 30 
inches.  After an initial set of six inches, the number of blows required to drive the sampler an 
additional 12 inches is recorded (known as the penetration resistance (i.e. “N-value”) of the soil at 
the point of sampling.  The N-value is an index of the relative density of cohesionless soils and an 
approximation of the consistency of cohesive soils. 

Soil Sampling – Power Auger Boring: 

The boring(s) was/were advanced with a 6 inch nominal diameter continuous flight auger.  As a 
result, samples recovered from the boring are disturbed, and our determination of the depth, extend 
of various stratum and layers, and relative density or consistency of the soils is approximate. 

Soil Classification: 

Soil samples were visually and manually classified in general conformance with ASTM D-2488 as they 
were removed from the sampler(s).  Representative fractions of soil samples were then sealed within 
respective containers and returned to the laboratory for further examination and verification of the 
field classification.  In addition, select samples were submitted for laboratory tests.  Individual 
sample information, identification of sampling methods, method of advancement of the samples and 
other pertinent information concerning the soil samples are presented on boring logs and related 
report attachments.  
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GENERAL NOTES 

DRILLING and SAMPLING SYMBOLS LABORATORY TEST SYMBOLS 
SYMBOL DEFINITION SYMBOL DEFINITION 

C.S. Continuous Sampling W Moisture content-percent of dry weight 
P.D. 2-3/8” Pipe Drill D Dry Density-pounds per cubic foot 
C.O. Cleanout Tube LL, PL Liquid and plastic limits determined in accordance 

with ASTM D 423 and D 424 
3 HSA 3 ¼” I.D. Hollow Stem Auger QU Unconfined compressive strength-pounds per 

square foot in accordance with ASTM D 2166-66 
4 FA 4” Diameter Flight Auger   
6 FA 6” Diameter Flight Auger   
2 ½ C 2 ½” Casing   
4 C 4” Casing  
D.M. Drilling Mud Pq Penetrometer reading-tons/square foot 
J.W. Jet Water S Torvane reading-tons/square foot 
H.A. Hand Auger G Specific Gravity – ASTM D 854-58 
NXC Size NX Casing SL Shrinkage limit – ASTM 427-61 
BXC Size BX Casing Ph Hydrogen ion content-meter method 
AXC Size AX casing O Organic content-combustion method 
SS 2” O.D. Split Spoon Sample M.A. Grain size analysis 
2T 2” Thin Wall Tube Sample C* One dimensional consolidation 
3T 3” Thin Wall Tube Sample QC Triaxial Compression 
  * See attached data Sheet and/or graph 

WATER LEVEL SYMBOL 

Water levels shown on the boring logs were determined at the time and under the conditions indicated.  In 
sand, the indicated levels can be considered relatively reliable for most site conditions.  In clay soils, it is not 
possible to determine the ground water level within the normal scope of a test boring investigation, except 
where lenses or layers of more pervious water bearing soil are present; and then a long period of time may be 
necessary to reach equilibrium.  Therefore, the position of the water level symbol for cohesive or mixed soils 
may not indicate the true level of the ground water table.  The available water level information is given at the 
bottom of the log sheet. 

DESCRIPTIVE TERMINOLOGY 

RELATIVE DENSITY CONSISTENCY 
TERM N60 Value (corrected) TERM N60 Value (corrected) 

Very Loose 0 – 4 Soft 0-4 
Loose 5 – 8 Medium 5-8 
Medium Dense 9 – 16 Rather Stiff 9 – 15 
Dense 16 – 30 Stiff 16 – 30 
Very Dense Over 30 Very Stiff Over 30 

RELATIVE PROPORTIONS PARTICLE SIZES 

TERMS RANGE MATERIAL DESCRIPTION U.S. SIEVE SIZE 

Trace 0 – 5% Boulders  Over 3” 
A little 5 – 15% Gravel Coarse 3” to ¾” 
Some 15 – 30%  Medium ¾” to #4 
  Sand Coarse #4 to #10 
   Medium #10 to #40 
   Fine #40 to #200 
  Silt and Clay Determined by Hydrometer Test 
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CLASSIFICATION of SOILS for ENGINEERING PURPOSES 

ASTM Designation D-2487 and D2488 (Unified Soil Classification System) 

Major Divisions 
Group 

Symbol 
Typical Name Classification Criteria 
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Cu = D60 / D10 greater than 4. 
Cz = (D30)2 / (D10 x D60) between 1 & 3. 

GP 
Poorly graded gravels and 
gravel-sand mixtures, little 
or no fines. 

Not meeting both criteria for GW materials. 
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GM 
Silty gravels, gravel-sand-
silt mixtures. 

Atterberg limits 
below “A” line, or 
P.I. less than 4. 

Atterberg limits 
plotting in hatched 
area are borderline 
classifications 
requiring use of dual 
symbols. 

GC 
Clayey gravels, gravel-sand-
clay mixtures. 

Atterberg limits 
above “A” line 
with P.I. greater 
than 7. 
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Well-graded sands and 
gravelly sands, little or no 
fines. 

Cu = D60 / D10 greater than 6. 
Cz = (D30)2 / (D10 x D60) between 1 & 3. 

SP 
Poorly-graded sands and 
gravelly sands, little or no 
fines. 

Not meeting both criteria for SW materials. 
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SM 
Silty sands, sand-silt 
mixtures. 

Atterberg limits 
below “A” line, or 
P.I. less than 4. 

Atterberg limits 
plotting in hatched 
area are borderline 
classifications 
requiring use of dual 
symbols. 

SC 
Clayey sands, sand-clay 
mixtures. 

Atterberg limits 
above “A” line 
with P.I. > 7. 
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Inorganic silts, very fine 
sands, rock flour, silty or 
clayey fine sands. 

 

CL 

Inorganic clays of low to 
medium plasticity, gravelly 
clays, sandy clays, silty 
clays, lean clays. 

OL 
Organic silts and organic 
silty clays of low plasticity. 
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Inorganic silts, micaceous 
or diatomaceous fine sands 
or silts, elastic silts. 

CH 
Inorganic clays of high 
plasticity, fat clays. 

OH 
Organic clays of medium to 
high plasticity. 
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APPENDIX B 

 

GROUNDWATER ISSUES 

PLACEMENT and COMPACTION OF ENGINEERED FILL
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GROUNDWATER ISSUES 

The following presents additional comment and soil specific issues related to measurement of 
groundwater conditions at your project site. 

Note that our groundwater measurements, or lack thereof, will vary depending on the time allowed 
for equilibrium to occur in the borings.  Extended observation time was not available during the 
scope of the field exploration program and, therefore, groundwater measurements as noted on the 
borings logs may or may not accurately reflect actual conditions at your site. 

Seasonal and yearly fluctuations of the ground water level, if any, occur.  Perched groundwater may 
be present within sand and silt lenses bedded within cohesive soil formations.  Groundwater typically 
exists at depth within cohesive and cohesionless soils. 

Documentation of the local groundwater surface and any perched groundwater conditions at the 
project site would require installation of temporary piezometers and extended monitoring due to the 
relatively low permeability exhibited by the site soils.  We have not performed such groundwater 
evaluation due to the scope of services authorized for this project. 

We anticipate that a system of sump pits and pumps located outside of the foundation areas would 
be suitable for control if perched groundwater were to be encountered. NTI cautions that such 
seepage may be heavy and will vary based on seasonal and annual precipitation, and ground related 
impacts in the vicinity of the project. 

We anticipate that a well point system would be suitable for control of groundwater if excavations 
were to be advanced into the ground water table at depth in free draining granular soils.  However, 
we caution such seepage from such formations and any water entry from excavations below the 
groundwater table may be heavy and will vary based on seasonal and annual precipitation, and 
ground related impacts in the vicinity of the project. 
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PLACEMENT and COMPACTION OF ENGINEERED FILL 

Unless otherwise superseded within the body of the Geotechnical Exploration Report, the following 
criteria shall be utilized for placement of engineered fill on project.  This includes, but is not limited 
to earthen fill placement to improve site grades, fill placed below structural footings, fill placed 
interior of structure, and fill placed as backfill of foundations. 

Engineered fill placed for construction, if necessary should consist of natural, non-organic, competent 
soils native to the project area.  Such soils may include, but are not limited to gravel, sand, or clays 
with Unified Soil Classification System (ASTM D2488) classifications of GW, SP, or SM.  Use of silt or 
clayey silt as project fill will require additional review and approval of project Geotechnical Engineer 
of Record. Such soils have USCS classifications of ML, MH, ML-CL, MH-CH.  Use of topsoil, marl, peat, 
other organic soils construction debris and/or other unsuitable materials as fill is not allowed.  Such 
soils have USCS classifications of OL, OH, Pt. 

Engineered fill, classified as clay, should be tempered such that the moisture content at the time of 
placement is equal to and no more than 3 percent above the optimum content for as defined by the 
appropriate proctor test.  Likewise, engineered fill classified as gravel or sand should be tempered 
such that the moisture content at the time of placement is within 3 percent of the optimum content. 

All engineered fill for construction should be placed in individual 8 inch maximum depth lifts.  Each 
lift of fill should be compacted by large vibratory equipment until the in-place soil density is equal to 
or greater than the criteria established within the following tabulation. 

Type of Construction 

Compaction Criteria (% respective Proctor) 1 

Clay Sand or Gravel 

Engineered Fill placed as Pavement Subgrade (more 
than 3 feet below bottom of final grade) 

Min. 95 Min. 95 

Engineered Fill placed as Pavement Subgrade (less 
than 3 feet below bottom of final grade) Min. 100 Min. 100 

Engineered Fill placed as Pavement Aggregate Base NA Min. 100 

1. Note 1 Unless otherwise required, compaction criteria shall be based on the Standard Proctor Test 
(ASTM D698). 

Density tests should be taken during engineered fill placement to document earthwork has achieved 
necessary compaction of the material(s).  Recommendations for interior fill placement and backfill of 
foundation walls are presented within other sections of this report. 
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BORING LOCATION DIAGRAM 

SOIL BORING LOGS  

 



 

Boring Location Diagram 

Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions 

Ramsey, Minnesota 

NTI Project #: 18.MSP06855.000 

NOTE: Boring locations are approximate.

   

 

 

Completed Boring Locations: 

         

SB-1 

SB-2 

SB-3 

SB-4 

SB-5 

SB-6 SB-7 
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1.5
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10.5

BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/2 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (5 Inches)
CLAYEY SAND, (SC) black, fine grained, moist, trace
gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
NOTE: Organic content in sample 1 = 3.2%.
SILTY SAND, (SM) brown, fine grained, moist, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine grained, moist, medium dense, trace gravel
(Alluvial)

LEAN CLAY WITH SAND, (CL) brown, moist, medium,
trace gravel
(Alluvial)

CLAYEY SAND, (SC) brown to light brown, fine grained,
moist, medium, stratified, trace gravel, with clay and
sand layering
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING --- No Groundwater Observed.

GROUND ELEVATION 884 feet
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PAGE  1  OF  1
BORING NUMBER SB-1

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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Inver Grove Heights
6160 Carmen Avenue East
Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
P: 651-389-4191
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (2 1/4 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (4 Inches)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) dark
brown, fine to medium grained, moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND, (SP) light brown, fine
grained, moist, medium dense to very loose, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 13.0 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 6.50 ft / Elev 877.00 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 883.5 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-2

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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Inver Grove Heights
6160 Carmen Avenue East
Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
P: 651-389-4191
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/2 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (4 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine grained, moist,
trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine to medium grained, moist, loose to very loose, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

LEAN CLAY WITH SAND, (CL) brown, moist, soft, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

LEAN TO FAT CLAY, (CH/CL) gray, moist, soft, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

CLAYEY SAND, (SC) gray, moist, rather stiff, trace
gravel
(Glacial Till)

Bottom of borehole at 20.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 6.50 ft / Elev 876.50 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 883 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-3

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/2 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (5 Inches)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) dark
brown, moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown
to light brown, fine to medium grained, moist, medium
dense to loose, trace gravel
(Alluvial)

SANDY LEAN CLAY, (CL) brown, moist, medium,
stratified, trace gravel, with silt (ML) layering
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 6.50 ft / Elev 876.50 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 883 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-4

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (5 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (6 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine to medium grained, moist, medium dense to loose,
trace gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 9.00 ft / Elev 872.50 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 881.5 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-5

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (5 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (6 1/4 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
SILTY SAND, (SM) brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, medium dense, trace gravel
(Alluvial)

POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown
to light brown, fine to medium grained, moist, loose,
trace gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING --- No Groundwater Observed.

GROUND ELEVATION 883.5 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-6

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/4 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (6 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)

SANDY LEAN CLAY, (CL) brown, moist, medium, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine to medium grained, moist, medium dense, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING --- No Groundwater Observed.

GROUND ELEVATION 882 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-7

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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Public Works Committee   5. 2.           
Meeting Date: 12/18/2018  
By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:
Consider Request to Modify Traffic Control at Bunker Lake Boulevard, Puma Street and Rabbit Street Intersection.

Purpose/Background:
Purpose/Background:
During the November 27th City Council meeting, a resident living at 14942 Quintana Street NW in the Riverstone
residential development questioned the value of the all-way STOP intersection control recently installed at the
intersection of Bunker Lake Boulevard, Puma Street and Rabbit Street, and requested that the City consider
modifying the traffic control at this intersection.

The resident told Council he feels the all-way STOP is unnecessary at this time and recommended that all of the
STOP signs be removed and replaced with a YIELD sign on southbound Puma Street. He said he also felt that said
a flasher signal might be appropriate for the pedestrian crossing at the intersection. He then stated that during the
five-months he has lived in Riverstone he has never met another car at this intersection, nor has he ever seen a
pedestrian or bicyclist use the crosswalk. He also stated he often sees Riverstone residents running the STOP signs
and is concerned people will get used to running the STOP signs and will continue to do so once the area more
fully develops and the STOP signs are warranted.

A copy of the City Council meeting minutes, which includes a more complete record of the property owner’s
comments, is attached for reference.

Staff plans to provide historical crash data for this intersection during the meeting.

Posted/statutory speed limits on each leg of the intersection are as follows: 

Bunker Lane Boulevard = 40 MPH
Puma Street = 40 MPH
Rabbit Street = 30 MPH

Traffic volumes were most recently recorded on each leg of the intersection in 2015 as follows: 

Bunker Lane Boulevard = 125 ADT
Puma Street = 150 ADT
Rabbit Street = Constructed 2017/2018

Timeframe:
Staff estimates 10 minutes will be needed for presentation and discussion.

Observations/Alternatives:
Observations/Alternatives:
Staff discussed the property owners concerns with Bolton & Menk, the design engineer for Improvement Project
#18-05 under which the STOP signs were installed. Bolton & Menk stated that the all-way STOP control was based
on the best information available at the time related to intersection geometrics and traffic volumes in and around the
intersection at the time it opened.

Throughout the plan preparation process, Rabbit Street was still considered a future street and in order to obtain



State Aid approvals, STOP signs were required on both Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street. Development
timing and the resultant traffic growth were unknown at the time plans were developed, and traffic forecasts were
aggressive. Growth in the area will dictate when an all-way STOP control is warranted.

In summary, traffic control is designed before construction is complete and is therefore theoretical in nature, based
on anticipated conditions. If changes are made to traffic control after construction, the changes must account for
actual conditions, which requires further study.

Bolton & Menk prepared the attached memo, which describes all this in more detail. The memo also recommends
completing an updated traffic study to determine appropriate short and long-term traffic control options. Bolton &
Menk can complete this study in January at a cost not-to-exceed $3,000.

Funding Source:
The cost to remove a STOP sign is approximately $200 per sign. The cost for City Staff to fabricate and install a
new sign is approximately $300 per sign. Staff proposes to pay for all costs to study and/or modify the traffic
control at this intersection as part of City Improvement Project #18-05.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends completing the traffic study proposed by Bolton & Menk in January of 2019, and to present the
findings to the Public Works Committee in February of 2019 for further discussion and direction.

Action:
Based on Committee direction. Actions will be communicated to the property owner at 14942 Quintana Street NW.

Attachments
BMI Memo
IP1805 SS Plans

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 12/13/2018 01:34 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 12/13/2018 03:50 PM
Form Started By: Bruce Westby Started On: 12/11/2018 10:31 AM
Final Approval Date: 12/13/2018 



 

C:\Users\kevinki\Desktop\BLB AWS\Traffic Memorandum 12042018.docx 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Date: December 5, 2018 

To: Bruce Westby, P.E. 

From: Kevin Kielb, P.E. 

 Bryan Nemeth, P.E. 

Subject: Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street Intersection Control 

 

 

At the request of the City, we are providing information related to the intersection traffic control at 

Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street. The intersection control installed with the recent street 

reconstruction project includes an All Way STOP. 

INITIAL INSTALLATION 

Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street are State Aid routes. During the plan approval process, these 

were the only legs of the intersection constructed, with Rabbit Street depicted as a “future roadway”. 

Because the travel path from Bunker Lake Boulevard to Puma Street doesn’t meet a 30 MPH design 

speed, STOP signs were required to be placed on these two intersection legs. A third STOP sign was 

depicted on the plans for Rabbit Street to complete the All Way STOP. 

BACKGROUND 

The Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street intersection was one of the intersections reviewed as a 

portion of the Business Park Analysis. In the March 2017 Business Park Report Update, two types of 

control were reviewed for the intersection: 

• Roundabout, and 

• All Way STOP. 

Both were found to be adequate for the anticipated short-term traffic volumes and long-term growth in the 

corridor.  

TRAFFIC PATTERNS VS SAFETY 

The primary traffic in this area will be along Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street, with lesser traffic 

on Rabbit Street. Because of the intersection configuration, the primary traffic patterns end up being 

secondary to safety concerns. This is addressed in the MUTCD, 2B.4 Right-of-Way at Intersections.  

YIELD or STOP signs should be used at an intersection if one or more of the following 

conditions exist: 

A. An intersection of a less important road with a main road where application of the normal 

right-of-way rule would not be expected to provide reasonable compliance with the law. 



Name: Bruce Westby, P.E.  

Date: December 5, 2018  

Page: 2 of 2  

 

 

It is not recommended, due to safety considerations, that Rabbit Street be STOP or YIELD controlled and 

Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street be uncontrolled. If neither Bunker Lake Boulevard or Puma 

Street had either STOP signs or YIELD signs, both the westbound vehicle and the southbound left/right 

turning vehicles would technically have the right-of-way. Each could proceed with their movement, and 

meet in the intersection. 

INTERSECTION CONTROL PROGRESSION 

For the 2040 traffic volumes, either a roundabout or an All Way STOP provide high Levels of Service for 

the intersection. 

There is the potential for interim intersection traffic control to be implemented based on actual site and 

traffic characteristics. If adjustments were made, the progression would most likely be: 

• YIELD sign for southbound Puma Street, 

• Then STOP sign for southbound Puma Street, and  

• Then All Way STOP at the intersection. 

INTERSECTION ANALYSIS 

The existing intersection control was selected based upon several factors, including: State Aid 

requirements, traffic forecasts, safety and anticipated traffic patterns. The selection was based on a traffic 

study that was completed prior to the reconstruction of Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street and prior 

to the construction of Rabbit Street.  

If the City is considering adjustments, the following guidance from the MUTCD should be considered 

when preparing an updated traffic study based upon the actual improved site conditions: 

Engineering judgment should be used to establish inter-section control. The following factors 

should be considered: 

A. Vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic volumes on all approaches;  

B. Number and angle of approaches;  

C. Approach speeds;  

D. Sight distance available on each approach; and  

E. Reported crash experience.  
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Public Works Committee   5. 3.           
Meeting Date: 12/18/2018  
Submitted For: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works 
By: Grant Riemer, Engineering/Public Works

Title:
Highway 47 Landscaping Project

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this project is to partner with MnDOT to improve the landscaping along Hwy 47 from roughly
Xkimo St to the south and Barium St to the north. The project falls under MnDOT's Community Roadside
Landscape Partnership Program. MnDOT's Office of Environmental Stewardship provides technical and financial
support to communities to install and maintain landscape plantings on eligible state highway rights of way.
MnDOT would partner with the city of Ramsey by providing the services of their landscape architect to design the
landscaping for the project and also provide financial assistance to buy plant materials. The city of Ramsey would
provide the manpower to install the plantings and would also be responsible for on going maintenance, such as
weeding of the plant beds and watering.

Timeframe:
10 Minutes

Observations/Alternatives:
This project would touch on several areas of our strategic plan. 
Strategic Imperative III: Smart, Citizen-Focused Government
20) Improve the image of residential neighborhoods, business districts, and key corridors
22) Clean Up areas of blight along Highway 47/Saint Francis Blvd 
24) Identify opportunities for community volunteer work and citizen recognition.

MnDOT has provided a design plan for the project and that plan is attached to this case. The next step in the process
is to pass a resolution stating that the City of Ramsey is willing to enter into a cooperative agreement with MnDOT
to execute the project. A draft copy of that resolution is attached to this case. 

Funding Source:
Ongoing maintenance duties for the project would be covered under normal PW duties. Plant materials and design
would be part of MnDOT's partnership program assistance. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving RESOLUTION #18-XXX stating that the City of Ramsey is willing to enter into a
cooperative agreement with MnDOT to execute the Hwy 47 landscape project SP0206-969A (TH 47 Sound wall)

Action:
Approve staff recommendation and forward RESOLUTION #18-XXX to the full council for consideration or deny
staff recommendation and approve alternate recommendation based on committee discussion.

Attachments
Resolution # 18-XXX

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/environment/


Landscape Plan

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 12/13/2018 03:57 PM
Form Started By: Grant Riemer Started On: 12/13/2018 08:39 AM
Final Approval Date: 12/13/2018 



RESOLUTION #XX-XXX 

Page 1 of 1 

Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #18-XXX 

 

RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH MNDOT FOR 

STATE TRUNK HIGHWAY 47 SOUNDWALL LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey and Minnesota Department of Transportation enter into 

a cooperative agreement for landscape improvements along the sound wall on Trunk Highway 47. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

 

1) The City Council act as sponsoring unit for the project identified as SP0206-969A (TH 47 

Sound wall) on the State Trunk Highway 47 during the period __________ through 

______________. 

 

2) Grant Riemer, Public Works Superintendent is hereby authorized to apply to the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation for funding of this project on behalf of City of Ramsey. 

 

The motion for adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, and 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

XXth day of XXX, 20XX. 
  

 Mayor 

ATTEST:  

  

  

City Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

































   
Public Works Committee   6. 1.           
Meeting Date: 12/18/2018  
By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:
Review Drainage Concerns at 17290 Germanium Street NW

Purpose/Background:
Purpose:
The property owner at 17290 Germanium Street NW informed the City Council on November 13, 2018 that he was
concerned the runoff from the Covenant Meadows residential development was flooding his property. He also said
the City Engineer had been unresponsive to his concerns and requests.

Staff will present information during the Public Works Committee meeting in response to the property owners
concerns. Staff invited the property owner to attend the meeting.

Background:
The property owner at 17290 Germanium Street NW built their home in 1992. They built a garage in the southwest
corner of the property in 1998, which was rebuilt in 2005 after the first garage burned down. The garage was
constructed in a low area of the lot, and was not elevated. The garage door faced a private property which was used
to access Germanium Street approximately 300-feet to the west.

In 2017, construction began on the Covenant Meadows residential development, which included construction of a
new public street (172nd Lane NW) abutting the south property line of 17290 Germanium Street NW. During
construction of this development, the property owner contacted City Staff and the developer on numerous occasions
to request modifications to the new driveway installed between his garage and 172nd Lane NW. He also requested
grading modifications to prevent drainage from entering his property from the north and west, noting he had issues
with standing water on his property.

Before Covenant Meadows was developed (pre-development), 11.125 acres of land drained onto this property from
the north and the west, contributing 3.1 cubic feet per second of runoff from a 100-year storm event.

After Covenant Meadows was developed (post-development), 1.306 acres of land drain onto this property from the
north and the west, contributing 0.75 cubic feet per second of runoff from a 100-year storm event. 

Attached is a memo from the Engineering Department outlining pre and post-development drainage conditions.
Also attached are maps showing the pre and post-drainage areas that contribute runoff onto this property.

Regarding Staff’s responsiveness to this property owner during construction of Covenant Meadows, documentation
is still being gathered and will be presented in detail during the meeting.

Senior Engineering Inspector Mike McDowall and Civil Engineer IV Leonard Linton will attend the meeting to
provide additional insight, information and documentation as needed. The developer also plans to attend to provide
input as needed.

Timeframe:
Approximately 25 minutes for presentation and discussion.

Observations/Alternatives:



Staff believes this property benefited from the Covenant Meadows development in terms of reducing the amount of
drainage entering the property. As noted above the

Staff also believes we were very responsive to this resident during construction of the Covenant Meadows
development. Staff had many phone conversations with the property owner, and met with him on site numerous
times. Again, more information will be presented during the meeting.

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommendation:
N/A

Action:
To be determined based on discussions. 

Attachments
Pre-Dev Drainage Area Map
Post-Dev Drainage Area Map
Existing Contours Map
Digital Elevation Map
Tech Memo

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer MaryJo Warner 12/13/2018 04:11 PM
Kurt Ulrich MaryJo Warner 12/13/2018 04:15 PM
Form Started By: Bruce Westby Started On: 12/11/2018 10:25 AM
Final Approval Date: 12/13/2018 
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CITY OF RAMSEY LAND USE APPLICATION 
TECHNICAL REVIEW FILE 

 

DATE DECEMBER 

12, 2018  

PROJECT ADDRESS  WEST OF GERMANIUM 

STREET, NORTH OF 172ND 

LANE (NEW) 

PROJECT. TITLE COVENANT MEADOWS 

ESCROW #  

DEPARTMENT: Engineering  

TECHNICAL 

REVIEWER: 

Name: Leonard Linton 
Phone:  763 433-9834 
Email:  llinton@ci.ramsey.mn.us 

 
Covenant Meadows subdivision was approved and constructed in 2017. The Engineering 
Department reviewed and approved the plans for the project and provided inspection services 
during construction. 
 
An adjacent resident was not happy about the project going in.  Staff worked with him to try to 
address his concerns.  The Developer also performed extra work to address his concerns. 
 
Staff brought forward plans for reconstruction of Germanium Street which serves this area at the 
November 13, 2018 City Council meeting in a public hearing to consider approving the feasibility 
study for reconstruction of the streets in this area.  The resident made statements that the drainage 
for Covenant Meadows was wrong and should not have been approved.  
 
Review of Drainage 
 
Staff has analyzed the pre-development and post development conditions related to the resident’s 
lot. Two exhibits were prepared showing these conditions.   
 
The pre-development conditions were 11.125 acres draining towards this property. The runoff for 
the 2, 10 and 100 year storms is 0, 0.1 and 3.1 cfs respectively.   
 
The post-development conditions are 1.306 acres draining towards this property. The runoff for 
the 2, 10 and 100 year storms is 0, 0.02 and 0.75 cfs respectively.   
 
The Covenant Meadows project intercepted 9.819 acres of runoff and directed it to two stormwater 
ponds constructed on the site.  The ponds were designed to hold back to back 100 year storms, 
with the net effect that there would not be runoff from the site for the 100 year storm. 
 



Review File: Covenant Meadows 
Resident Drainage Concerns 
Engineering Review 
December 11, 2018 
Page 2 of 2 
 
Staff also prepared an Existing Residence Detail Map.  The backyard is extremely flat and was not 
modified by the new project.  A permit was not obtained for constructing the garage at the back of 
the property.  The access road for the garage was dedicated right-of-way, it was not paved so water 
would infiltrate after a rain event.  The road was most likely lower than the adjacent property so 
water would pool there rather than on the lot.   
 
The new road was designed to drain from the new development to Germanium Street.  Grades 
were raised to meet the minimum slope required by City Code for new streets.  The outer edges of 
the ditches were probably raised above the existing grades.  It may be possible to check the capacity 
of the ditches and lower the outside edge to provide drainage from the lot to the ditch.  



   
Public Works Committee   6. 2.           
Meeting Date: 12/18/2018  
By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:
Staff Updates on Improvement Projects and Items of Interest

Purpose/Background:
Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to update the Public Works Committee on current and proposed improvement projects
within the City, and on other items of interest to the Committee.

City Improvement Projects 

Riverdale Drive Extension - Traprock St. to Ramsey Blvd. (#16-20) 
Construction complete
Only punch list items remain
Final payment in 2019

River’s Bend Street Reconstructions (#17-02) 
Construction complete
Only punch list items remain
Final payment in 2019

Puma Street Utilities Extensions (#17-10) 
Construction complete
Only punch list items remain
Final payment in 2019

Stanhope Terrace Street Reconstructions (#18-00) 
Construction complete
Only punch list items remain
Final payment in 2019

2018 Street Overlay Improvements (#18-03) 
Construction complete
Only punch list items remain
Final payment 2019

Bunker Lake Boulevard and Puma Street Improvements (#18-05) 
Construction complete
Only punch list items remain
Potential intersection control modifications required per PWC direction 
Final completion 2019

The COR Regional Infiltration Basin (#18-09) 
Plans & Specifications nearly complete
Excess fill to be placed in The COR
Acquiring property for west end pond/road extension needs
LRRWMO Board approved permit extension to September 30, 2019
Construction proposed for spring/summer 2019

Riverdale Drive Trunk Utility Improvements (#18-14) 
Bids advertised
Bid opening January 15, 2019
Council to consider accepting bids and awarding contract January 22, 2019
Final completion 2019



Anoka County Improvement Projects 

Foley Boulevard/CSAH 11 Grade Separation @ BNSF Railway Crossing 
Project is currently unfunded

MnDOT Improvement Projects 

Ferry Street / Trunk Highway 47 Grade Separation @ BNSF Railway Crossing (2017) 
Preliminary design on hold
Exploring realignment of Highway 47 to remove S-curve at fair grounds
Ramsey Staff continues to track this project
MnDOT considering combining with other Highway 10 improvements

Items of Interest 

January Public Works Committee meeting cancelled 
Conflicts with the street maintenance funding open house with Board, Commission, Committee and
Council members.

Timeframe:
Staff estimates 5 minutes will be needed for updates and discussion.

Observations/Alternatives:
N/A

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommendation:
N/A

Action:
No formal action required. For Committee review and discussion purposes only.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 12/13/2018 08:32 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 12/13/2018 03:54 PM
Form Started By: Bruce Westby Started On: 12/11/2018 10:35 AM
Final Approval Date: 12/13/2018 



   
Public Works Committee   6. 3.           
Meeting Date: 12/18/2018  
By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public

Works

Title:
Review Future Topics Calendar

Purpose/Background:
Attached is a calendar of future topics for review and discussion by the Public Works Committee. The calendar
includes topics drawn from Committee requests received during meetings and/or unresolved topics previously
discussed by the Committee. Calendar dates are estimated based on availability of information, staff workload and
competing interests and objectives. Dates are therefore subject to change.

Timeframe:
Staff estimates 5 minutes will be necessary to review the future topics calendar and address questions.

Observations/Alternatives:
N/A

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommendation:
N/A

Action:
No formal action required. For Committee review and discussion purposes only.

Attachments
PWC Calendar Dec2018

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 12/13/2018 01:35 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 12/13/2018 03:54 PM
Form Started By: Bruce Westby Started On: 12/11/2018 10:36 AM
Final Approval Date: 12/13/2018 



  December 2018 

Public Works Committee Future Topics Calendar * 
 

 

 

Date Topics for Discussion – Committee Action 

February 2019 Sunfish Lake Sedimentation Basin Improvements (Westby) 

March 2019 Gibbon Street Basement Flooding Funding Options (Westby) 

Future/TBD Well Siting Study - Well #9 (Westby) 

Future/TBD Sunwood Drive Roundabout Landscaping (Riemer) 

Future/TBD County Ditch Maintenance / Buffer Law (Westby) 

  

Date Topics for Discussion – Regulatory 

Future/TBD Sunfish Lake Boulevard Speed Zone Study Results (Westby) 

February 2019 Wellhead Protection Plan Update (Westby) 

  

  

  

  

Date Topics for Discussion – Policy 

Future/TBD Landscaped Median Maintenance Policy (Riemer) 

March 2019 Draft Trail Maintenance Policy (Westby) 

May 2019 Draft Stormwater Pond Maintenance Policy (Westby) 

  

  

  

Date Topics for Discussion – Planning and Budget 
March 2019 Municipal State Aid System (MSAS) Revisions (Westby) 

April 2019 Review 1996 and 2007 (unadopted) TH 47 Corridor Studies (Westby) 

Future/TBD Public Works Facility Review/Update (Riemer) 

Future/TBD Long-Term Water Supply Plan (Westby) 

  

  

Date Topics for Discussion – Staff Updates 

February 2019 Water Conservation Opportunities / Incentives (Westby) 

Future/TBD Asset Management Program (Westby) 

  

  

  

  

 

 * Dates are estimated and are subject to change based on availability of information, staff 

workload, and competing objectives. 



   
CC Regular Session   7. 1.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Jo Thieling, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #19-001 for 2019 Council Organization; Resolution #19-006 Designating Financial Institutions as
Official Depositories of City Funds for 2019; Resolution #19-007 Authorizing Signatures for Financial
Transactions and Resolution #19-008 Designating Bank of the West as Official Financial Institution for the City of
Ramsey Banking Services for the Year of 2019

Purpose/Background:
Purpose: To adopt the annual resolution appointing Councilmembers to Committees, etc. as well as designating the
City's Official Newspaper, renewing contracts with TimeSaver Off-Site Recording Secretarial, Inc. and naming the
firms the City will use for Legal Services. The purpose is to also adopt the resolutions designating financial
institutions as official depositories of City funds, authorizing signatures for financial transactions, and designating
Bank of the West as Official Financial Institution for the City of Ramsey Banking Services for the year 2019.

Background: The City Council met in work session earlier this evening and discussed the organizational resolution.
Discussion was held regarding who would serve on which committee, the City's official newspaper designation,
designation of the law firms the City will use for legal services, and the agreement with TimeSaver Off-site
Recording Secretarial, Inc. If any changes were made to the attached organization resolution, #19-001, those will be
announced prior to adoption and the changes will be made prior to execution of the resolution. It should also be
noted that the City received two bids for Official Newspaper and that portion has been left blank in this resolution
as the Council will be discussing at their work session who will be awarded the bid. That will also be announced
prior to adoption of this resolution. 

It should be noted that the contract with Joseph Langel, Ratwik, Rozak & Maloney was up December 31, 2018;
however, by adoption of this resolution, Council is agreeing to extending the contract for City Attorney two
additional years, as per the extension proposal submitted by Attorney Langel. 

Each year the Council must designate certain institutions as official depositories of City funds. A list of
depositories is in Resolution #19-006 Designating Financial Institutions as Official Depositories of City Funds for
2019 - which is attached. The Council also authorizes annually two of its members, plus the City Administrator and
certain members of staff to sign financial documents on behalf of the City. Resolution #19-007 Authorizing
Signatures for Financial Transactions is attached for review and adoption. The Council also must designate an
official financial institution. Attached to this case is Resolution #19-008 Designating Bank of the West as Official
Financial Institution for the City of Ramsey Banking Services for the Year of 2019. .

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommendation:
Staff recommends adopting the attached resolutions.



Staff recommends adopting the attached resolutions.

Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #19-001 for 2019 Council Organization - either as is with the name of the Newspaper
added - or as amended by changes in the appointments during discussion at the Council Work Session.

- and -

Motion to adopt Resolution #19-006 Designating Financial Institutions as Official Depositories of City Funds for
2019

- and -

Motion to adopt Resolution #19-007 Authorizing Signatures for Financial Transactions

- and -

Motion to adopt Resolution #19-008 Designating Bank of the West as Official Financial Institution for the City of
Ramsey Banking Services for the Year of 2019

Attachments
Res Organizational
Res Designating Financial Institutions as Official Depositories
Res Authorizing Signatures for Financial Transactions
Res Designating Bank of the West as Official Financial Institution

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 04:38 PM
Form Started By: Jo Thieling Started On: 12/27/2018 04:17 PM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember   introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-001 

 

RESOLUTION FOR 2019 COUNCIL ORGANIZATION 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City of Ramsey's official newspaper is as follows: 

 

a) ____________________ - official newspaper of the City in which all legal notices, vacancies, 

advertisements, etc. will be published  

 

2) That the Acting Mayor, Council standing committees, Ramsey/Nowthen Joint Powers Board, 

Economic Development Authority, County HRA, Health Authority, recording secretary and legal 

services designations, and delegate appointments are as follows: 

            

       2018 Appt.   2019 Appt. 

 

 a) Acting Mayor    John LeTourneau  Mark Kuzma 

 

 b) Public Works Committee  Jill Johns   Mark Kuzma  

       Chris Riley   Chris Riley   

       Mark Kuzma   Melody Shryock  

       Melody Shryock (Alt)  Nadine Heinrich (Alt)  

 

 c) Economic Development Auth    Chris Riley   Chris Riley   

       John LeTourneau  Mark Kuzma 

       Jill Johns (Alt)   Deb Musgrove (Alt) 

            

 d) Environmental Policy Board             John LeTourneau  Melody Shryock  

       Melody Shryock (Alt)  Debra Musgrove (Alt) 

 

 e)          Happy Days Committee  Chris Riley   Deb Musgrove 

       Mark Kuzma (Alt)  Nadine Heinrich (Alt)  

 

 f) Highway 10 Committee  Sarah Strommen  John LeTourneau  

       John LeTourneau  Chris Riley  

       Melody Shryock  Melody Shryock  

       Kurt Ulrich   Kurt Ulrich   

       Elwyn Tinklenberg  Elwyn Tinklenberg  

 

      2017-2018 Appt.  2019-2020 Appt. 

 

g) Ramsey/Nowthen Joint  Jill Johns   Nadine Heinrich  

   Powers Board   Mark Kuzma   Deb Musgrove 
       John LeTourneau(Alt)  Mark Kuzma (Alt)  
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      2017-2018 Appt.  2019-2020 Appt. 

       

h) Joint Law Enforcement Council Jeff Katers   Jeff Katers 

       Kurt Ulrich   Kurt Ulrich  
      (No Council Alt Necessary) 

     

 i) Anoka County Fire Joint  Jill Johns   Nadine Heinrich  

Powers Group                        Chris Riley (Alt)   Chris Riley (Alt) 

 

j) Lower Rum River Water Manage- Mark Kuzma   Debra Musgrove 

  ment Organization (LRRWMO) Chris Riley (Alt)  Mark Kuzma (Alt) 

 

k) Lower Rum River WMO TAC Bruce Westby   Bruce Westby   

 

 l) North Metro Mayors Association: 

        Operating Committee  Kurt Ulrich   Kurt Ulrich   

        Management Committee  Sarah Strommen  John LeTourneau  

 

 m) Anoka County Solid Waste   

  Abatement Advisory Team  Chris Anderson  Chris Anderson  

 

n) County Housing and Redevelopment Patrick Brama   Sean Sullivan 

         Authority Liaisons  Tim Gladhill   Tim Gladhill 

 

o)          Youth First    Melody Shryock  Nadine Heinrich  

       Brad Bluml   Brad Bluml   

       Jim Steffen   Jim Steffen   

       Michelle Anderson  Michelle Anderson  

       Sarah Strommen (Alt)  Melody Shryock (Alt)  

 

p) Quad Cities Cable Communications John LeTourneau  Kurt Ulrich  

  Commission    Kurt Ulrich   Megan Thorstad  

       Melody Shryock (Alt)   

  

 q) LOGIS Board of Directors  Jason Fredrickson  Jason Fredrickson  

       Patrick Brama (Alt)  Calvin Kubat   

 

r) Health Authority   Dr. James Long  Dr. James Long 
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       2018 Appt.   2019 Appt. 

 

s) Legal Services:  

   General Legal    Ratwik, Rozak & Maloney Ratwik, Roszak&Maloney 

   Prosecution   Ekberg Lammers  Ekberg Lammers 

            

   Bond Counsel/TIF  Briggs & Morgan  Briggs & Morgan 

        

   

t) Recording Secretarial Services:  

TimeSaver Off-Site Recording Secretary Service (TOSS) TOSS 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember  

 , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

  

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

  

and the following abstained: 

 

  

 

and the following were absent: 

 

  

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 8th 

day of January, 2019. 

 

              

       Mayor John LeTourneau 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk Jo Ann M. Thieling 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-006 

 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AS OFFICIAL 

DEPOSITORIES OF CITY FUNDS FOR 2019 

 

  WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey must designate certain institutions as official depositories 

of City funds in accordance with Minnesota Statutes  Chapter 118A.04. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 

1. That the City of Ramsey hereby appoints the following financial institutions as depositories 

of City funds for 2019: 

 

Banking Institutions: 

 

  The Bank of the West 

  Ramsey, Minnesota 

  Walnut Creek, California 

 

  Minnesota Municipal Money Market Fund 

  Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

   

Brokerage Houses: 

 

  Northland Securities 

  Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

  Institutional Cd’s, Inc. 

  Scottsdale, Arizona 

 

  UBS Financial Services, Inc. 

  Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

  Robert W. Baird & Associates 

Edina, Minnesota 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

  

and the following were absent: 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January, 2019. 

 

                          

             Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

             

City Clerk 
 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-007 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SIGNATURES FOR FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS 

 

  WHEREAS, in order to conduct the business affairs of the City, the Council authorizes 

two of its members, the City Administrator and certain members of staff to sign financial 

documents on behalf of the City; and 

 

  WHEREAS, except for transfers within the City's accounts, this authorization provides for 

financial control by requiring two signatures on all such financial documents; and 

 

  WHEREAS, the Council hereby authorizes Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator, or Diana J. 

Lund, Finance Director, or Angela McIntire, Assistant Finance Director, to sign checks and other 

withdrawal documents from the City's checking and money market accounts; and 

 

  WHEREAS, for the purpose of confirming the authenticity of the documents already 

signed by one of the individuals named above, and consistent with the City's past financial practice 

which two signatures are required on all such documents, the Council designates John LeTourneau, 

Mayor, or                , Acting Mayor as counter-signatures for all such financial documents; and 

 

  WHEREAS, fund transfers (this also includes electronic fund transfers for payroll, sales 

tax, and all other taxes that are required to be deposited electronically) between the City's checking 

and money market accounts are generally verbal instructions and Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator, 

or Diana J. Lund, Finance Director, or Angela McIntire, Assistant Finance Director, are authorized 

to make such transactions. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the City's authorized signatures for 

financial transactions as Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator; Diana J. Lund, Finance Director; 

and Angela McIntire, Assistant Finance Director and further designates John LeTourneau, 

Mayor, and                  , Acting Mayor, as the required counter-signatures. 

 

2) That the Ramsey City Council hereby authorizes Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator; Diana J. 

Lund, Finance Director; and Angela McIntire, Assistant Finance Director, to make fund 

transfers between the City's checking and money market accounts. 

 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

   

  Councilmember Shryock 
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and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January, 2019. 

 

                          

             Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

             

City Clerk 
 

 

 



Councilmember introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #19-008 

 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING BANK OF THE WEST AS OFFICIAL FINANCIAL 

INSTITUTION FOR THE CITY OF RAMSEY BANKING SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 

OF 2019 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey must designate certain institutions as official depositories 

of City funds in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Chapter 118A.04. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey has selected Bank of the West for its banking services 

for the year of 2019; 

 

WHEREAS, banking services will consist of such items as daily deposits of cash receipts, 

wire transfers of funds, and automated payroll for direct deposit; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the City of Ramsey hereby appoints Bank of the West as the financial institution that 

will provide the City its banking services for the year 2019. 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember, 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 8th day of January, 2019. 

 

              

       Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 
 

 



   
CC Regular Session   7. 2.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Bruce Westby, Engineering/Public

Works

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #19-012 Accepting Petition Opposing Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions, Improvement
Project #19-02

Purpose/Background:
Purpose:
The purpose of this case is to consider adopting Resolution #19-012 accepting a petition opposing Brookview
Estates Street Reconstructions, Improvement Project #19-02.

Background:
City Improvement Project No. 19-02 proposes to reconstruct streets within the Brookview Estates neighborhood
including 173rd Avenue and Germanium Street measuring approximately 2,662 feet (0.50 miles) in length.
Appendix A of the attached Feasibility Report includes a figure showing the project scope and pictures of the
existing streets. A project location map is attached to this case.

These streets were constructed in 1979 as rural sections with bituminous pavement at a width of 24 feet, and are
generally centered within a 66-foot wide right-of-way. City staff annually evaluates and rates the condition of
pavement sections on all City streets using the Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) system. In the
summer of 2018, these pavement sections had a PASER rating of 3 indicating these streets require reconstruction.

Existing Conditions
The existing bituminous pavement section ranges from 2.0 to 6.0 inches thick, with a median thickness of
3.6-inches. The aggregate base ranges from 0.8 to 5.0 inches thick, with a median thickness of 2.7-inches. These
depths were determined from Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) analysis performed by Braun Intertec in 2017, as
well as from field observations and record plan documents. Copies of Braun Intertec’s GPR results are attached in
Appendix C of the attached Feasibility Report. The pavement subgrade primarily consists of poorly graded sands
with silts, which is acceptable for pavement support with proper preparation.

The storm sewer system generally consists of ditches along both sides of the streets within right-of-way and/or
drainage and utility easements. Storm runoff collects in the ditches along Germanium Street and is carried north to
the Trott Brook through an outlet pipe located in the north cul-de-sac. Storm runoff collects in the ditches along
173rd Avenue and flows across land to the Rum River to the east.

Proposed improvements
This project proposes to reconstruct the existing bituminous pavement sections using the Full Depth Reclamation
(FDR) process that involves reclaiming the existing bituminous pavement section with a portion of the underlying
aggregate base. The reclaimed (ground and mixed) material would be spread and compacted on top of reshaped and
compacted aggregate base or subgrade. Three and one-half inches of new bituminous pavement would then be



placed over the compacted reclaim material to meet the City’s standard pavement design for residential streets.

Ditch sections may require minor surface grading in a few areas to re-establish positive drainage.

Estimated Costs
The engineer’s opinion of probable costs for the proposed improvements is $502,555.46. Estimated costs include
5-percent contingency costs plus 23-percent indirect costs for administrative, engineering, finance and legal costs.
A summary of the engineer’s opinion of probably costs is included in Appendix B in the attached Feasibility Report.

Funding Program
This improvement project, which is listed in the City’s current 10-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), is
proposed to be funded using a combination of special assessments to benefiting properties, street reconstruction
bond proceeds, and storm sewer funds.

Twenty-one benefiting parcels are identified in the Feasibility report. Benefiting properties are proposed to be
equally assessed for 25-percent of eligible project costs using the “per lot” assessment method identified within the
City’s adopted Special Assessments Policy. Preliminary assessments are $4,418.30 per benefiting property. Final
assessments are based on final project costs.

Costs incurred to date include all Staff time required to prepare the Feasibility Report and the draft plans and
specifications. Consultant costs incurred to date include NTI’s fees for completing soil borings and a Geotechnical
Report at a cost of $3,250, and Hakanson Anderson’s fees for collecting topographical survey at a cost of $4,100.

Public Comment
Staff conducted a public information meeting for this project at 5:00 PM on Thursday, November 8, 2018. The
purpose of the meeting was to present the proposed improvements, estimated costs, funding program, and
preliminary project schedule to benefiting property owners, and to receive public input on the project.

Property owners from 2 of the 21 identified benefiting properties attended. The property owners generally agreed
that the pavement was in poor condition and needed to be repaired but thought the estimated project cost was too
high and questioned why the City could not maintain the roads in a less expensive manner. Staff explained that the
pavement is past the point of applying an overlay, as it would fail well before the end of its anticipated useful life of
20 years due to the poor condition of the underlying pavement. It was discussed that overlay projects generally cost
about one-quarter as much as a street reconstruction project, and that the most cost-effective manner to maintain
streets is to crackseal and sealcoat pavement every 7-years or so, to overlay the pavement every 20-years or so, then
to reconstruct the pavement after two overlays at approximately 60-years. This is a widely accepted standard
pavement maintenance schedule for cities such as Ramsey that have good underlying soils.

One of the property owners asked if the project was already a done deal, or if they had any ability to stop it. Staff
explained that Chapter 8 of the City Charter provides a petition process for City Council initiated improvements
such that if a petition is signed by 60-percent or more of the owners of real property proposed to be assessed for the
improvements, the Council cannot vote on the same improvement for at least one year following the Public Hearing.

Petition Opposing Improvement Project #19-02
On December 10, 2018, the City Administrator received the attached petition opposing the project. The City
Engineer validated the names and addresses of the fifteen petitioners, which represents 71.4% of the twenty-one
benefiting properties.

On December 18, 2018, the Public Works Committee unanimously passed a motion accepting the petition as valid
and directing Staff to mail letters to all benefiting property owners to clearly define the project, ramifications of
signing the petition, and options to withdraw their signature if desired. This direction was based on input from Staff
that several property owners had contacted Staff after signing the petition to ask questions about the project scope
and the ramifications associated with signing the petition, and that after Staff provided information to the property
owners they said they were led to believe something different.



On December 21, 2018, the attached letter was mailed to benefiting property owners per direction of the Public
Works Committee. At the time this case was published, no requests had been received to withdraw signatures from
the petition. Staff will inform the City Council if any requests are received before the City Council meeting on
January 8, 2019. 

Notification:
Notifications are not required.

Observations/Alternatives:
Observations:
The City is operating under the final year of its 2015 - 2019 Street Reconstruction and Overlay Program (SROP). If
Germanium Street and 173rd Avenue are not reconstructed in 2019, they could be added to the next 5-year SROP,
which would be at the expense of other streets currently listed in the 10-year CIP.

Staff reviewed the current 10-year CIP and verified there are no other street improvement projects that can be
completed in 2019 in place of this project.

Alternatives:
Alternative #1 – Motion to adopt Resolution #19-012 accepting the petition opposing Brookview Estates Street
Reconstructions, Improvement Project #19-02, and directing Staff to terminate all work on Improvement Project
#19-02 until a valid petition requesting said improvements is received from benefiting property owners, or until the
City Council orders said improvements, neither of which shall occur before November 13, 2019.

Alternative #2 – Motion denying adoption of Resolution #19-012 at this time.

Funding Source:
Per the attached Feasibility Report, the engineer’s opinion of probable project costs is $502,555.46. Staff proposed
to fund the proposed improvements using a combination of special assessments to benefiting properties, street
reconstruction bond funds, and stormwater utility funds, as needed.

A total of 21 residential parcels would benefit from the proposed improvements and were preliminarily proposed to
be assessed for 25-percent of eligible project costs, which totals $92,784.30. Subgrade correction costs are not
eligible for assessments and are paid 100% by the City. This equates to preliminary assessments of $4,418.30 per
parcel. The City will fund the remaining project costs, estimated at $409,771.16, using a combination of Street
Reconstruction and Overlay Program bond funds and Stormwater Utility Funds.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends Alternative #1.

Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #19-012 accepting the petition opposing Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions,
Improvement Project #19-02, and directing Staff to terminate all work on Improvement Project #19-02 until a valid
petition requesting said improvements is received from benefiting property owners, or until the City Council orders
said improvements, neither of which shall occur before November 13, 2019.

Attachments
Resolution 19-012
IP1902 Feasibility Report
City Charter Chapter 8
Project Location Map
Redacted Petition IP1902
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Councilmember _____ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-012 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PETITION OPPOSING BROOKVIEW ESTATES 
STREET RECONSTRUCTIONS, IMPROVEMENT PROJECT #19-02 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #18-176, adopted August 28, 
2018, a Feasibility Report was prepared by the City Engineer with reference to proposed 
improvements to approximately 0.50 miles of streets within the Brookview Estates development 
including the reconstructions of 173rd Avenue and Germanium Street, and other appurtenant 
work; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #18-220, adopted October 
23, 2018, the Feasibility Report was received and accepted, and a Public Hearing was ordered 
for November 13, 2018 at 7 p.m.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, benefiting properties are proposed to be assessed for 25-percent of the cost 
of the improvements, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 429, Chapter 8 of the City Charter, 
and the City’s Special Assessments Policy; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk gave mailed and published notice of such hearing and 
improvements as required by law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council approved the Feasibility Report and conducted a Public 
Hearing for the proposed improvements on November 13, 2018; and 

 
WHEREAS, during the Public Hearing it was discussed that benefiting property owners 

have the right to petition against a Council initiated improvement project per City Charter 
Section 8.4; and 

 
WHEREAS, on December 10, 2018 the City Administrator received a petition 

opposing this Council initiated improvement project; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Engineer validated the names and addresses of the fifteen 
petitioners, which represents 71.4% of the twenty-one benefiting properties; and 
 

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2018, the Public Works Committee unanimously 
passed a motion accepting the petition as valid and directing Staff to mail letters to all 
benefiting property owners to clearly define the project, ramifications of signing the 
petition and options to withdraw their signature if desired; and 
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WHEREAS, on December 21, 2018, letters were mailed to all benefiting property 
owners clearly defining the project, ramifications of signing the petition and options to 
withdraw their signature if desired; and 
 

WHEREAS, no requests were received to withdraw signatures from the petition; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #19-012, the petition is 
received and accepted, and Staff is directed to terminate all work on Improvement Project #19-02 
until a valid petition requesting said improvements is received from benefiting property owners, 
or until the City Council orders said improvements, neither of which shall occur before 
November 13, 2019. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) The City Council acknowledges receipt of a petition signed by fourteen of twenty-one 

benefiting property owners opposing the Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions, 
Improvement Project #19-02. 

 
2) The City Council accepts the petition opposing the Brookview Estates Street 

Reconstructions, Improvement Project #19-02, as provided for under Section 8.4.5 of the 
City Charter. 

 
3) The City Council directs Staff to terminate all work on Improvement Project #19-02 until a 

valid petition requesting said improvements is received from benefiting property owners, 
or until the City Council orders said improvements, neither of which shall occur before 
November 13, 2019. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_____, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
 
and the following abstained: 
 
 
and the following were absent: 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council 
this the 8th day of January, 2019. 
 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
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October 18, 2018 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Ramsey 
7550 Sunwood Drive NW 
Ramsey, MN  55303 
 
Re: Feasibility Report - City of Ramsey Improvement Project #19-02 

Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council Members: 
 
Transmitted herewith is a Feasibility Report for the proposed Brookview Estates Street 
Reconstructions project including; 173rd Avenue from Germanium Street to its termini cul-de-
sac, and Germanium Street from 170th Lane to its termini cul-de-sac. The report examines the 
feasibility of reconstructing the bituminous street section and completing other appurtenant 
improvements. 
 
This Feasibility Report examines the scope of the proposed improvements, explores estimated 
costs and available funding sources, defines a preliminary project schedule, and determines the 
necessity, feasibility and general cost-effectiveness of the proposed improvements, including any 
alternate designs, as well as whether the improvements would best be completed separately or in 
conjunction with another project. 
 
I would be happy to discuss this report with you at your convenience.  Please feel free to contact me 
at 763-433-9825 or bwestby@cityoframsey.com with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

City of Ramsey 
 

 
Bruce Westby, PE 
City Engineer 
 
Enclosure 
 
C: Kurt Ulrich, City Administrator 
 Leonard Linton, Civil Engineer IV 

mailto:bwestby@cityoframsey.com
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
City Improvement Project No. 19-02 proposes to reconstruct streets within the Brookview Estates 
neighborhood including 173rd Avenue and Germanium Street. The streets total approximately 
2,662 linear feet (0.50 miles) in length. A map showing the location and scope of the proposed 
improvements is included as Figure 1 in Appendix A. 
 
The streets were constructed in 1979 as rural sections with bituminous pavement to a width of 24 
feet, and are generally centered within a 66-foot wide right-of-way. 
 
The storm sewer system generally consists of ditches along both sides of the road within the right-
of-way and drainage and utility easements. Storm runoff collects in the ditch along Germanium 
Street and is carried north to the Trott Brook through an outlet pipe located in the north cul-de-sac. 
Storm runoff collects in the ditch along 173rd Avenue and goes across land into the Rum River to 
the east. 
 
The existing bituminous pavement section ranges from 2.0 to 6.0 inches thick, with a median 
thickness of 3.6-inches, and the aggregate base ranges from 0.8 to 5.0 inches thick, with a median 
thickness of 2.7-inches. This was determined from Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) analysis 
performed by Braun Intertec in 2017, as well as from field observations and record plan 
documents. Copies of Braun Intertec’s GPR results are attached in Appendix C. The pavement 
section was built on primarily poorly graded sands with silts subgrade material which is generally 
considered usable for pavement support with the proper preparation. 
 
City staff evaluates and rates the condition of pavement sections on all City streets on an annual 
basis using the Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) system. In the summer of 2018, 
the pavement section of the above referenced street segments were rated with a PASER rating of 
3 which indicates these streets require complete reconstruction. City staff patch the streets at least 
once per year, particularly before winter so the streets can be plowed without further damaging the 
pavement in the process. Pictures of the streets are located in Appendix A. 
 
Proposed improvement include reconstructing the existing bituminous pavement section using the 
Full Depth Reclamation (FDR) process. This process involves reclaiming the entire existing 
bituminous pavement section, along with the existing aggregate base material. A portion of this 
reclaimed (ground and mixed) material would then be spread and compacted on top of the reshaped 
and compacted subgrade. Then, 3.5 inches of bituminous pavement would be placed, generally 
meeting the City of Ramsey’s standard pavement design for residential streets. 
 
Existing ditches will likely require re-grading and other drainage construction is likely, however, 
driveway culverts are generally not anticipated to be affected by this project. Additional storm 
sewer is anticipated to be added to improve storm runoff water quality prior to flowing into Trott 
Brook. Drainage easements may be needed in one or more locations. 
 
The engineer’s opinion of probable costs for completing the proposed improvements outlined in 
this report is $502,555.46. Estimated costs include 5-percent contingency costs plus 23-percent 
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indirect costs for administrative, engineering, finance and legal costs. A summary of the engineer’s 
opinion of probably costs is included in Appendix B. 
 
A total of 21 assessable parcels have been identified. Staff recommends applying 25-percent of the 
eligible project costs equally across the 21 assessable properties using the “per lot” assessment 
method. Eligible project cost include everything except subgrade corrections and guardrail 
modification costs. This results in a proposed preliminary assessment rate of $4,418.30 per 
assessable parcel. 
 
Staff recommends ordering a special benefit consultation report for this project to verify the 
proposed assessment amount will not exceed the benefit to the properties. If the report concludes 
the benefit to the properties is less than the proposed preliminary assessment rate, Staff will then 
propose to lower the assessment rate accordingly during the Assessment Hearing, which is 
scheduled for October 8, 2019. If the report verifies the assessment rate as proposed is justified, 
Staff will propose to adopt the final assessment roll using the rate as preliminarily proposed. 
 
Seven (7) soil borings were completed by Northern Technologies (NTI) to assist with the 
preparation of this report. Pavement design recommendations were offered by NTI, and Staff 
considered and incorporated NTI’s recommendations to varying degrees while preparing this 
report. Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) was conducted on street segments within the project. The 
GPR identifies existing bituminous pavement and aggregate base thicknesses, and is used to help 
Staff determine the appropriate treatment. Copies of Braun Intertec’s GPR results and NTI’s 
Geotechnical Exploration Report are attached in Appendix C. 
 
This improvement project, which is listed in the City’s current 10-year Capital Improvement Plan, 
is proposed to be funded using a combination of special assessments to benefiting properties, street 
reconstruction bond proceeds, and storm sewer funds. 
 
Staff has not yet discussed the proposed improvements with local property owners. However, Staff 
has scheduled a neighborhood information meeting for November 8, 2018 for the purpose of 
explaining the proposed improvements and assessments in more detail, and to gather public input 
on the project, including any information which should be explored in more detail during 
development of plans and specifications. Staff will incorporate comments and present this 
information to Council during the Public Hearing on November 13, 2018. 
 
This project would best be constructed as a stand-alone project and is necessary, feasible, and cost-
effective from an engineering standpoint, and can be constructed as proposed herein. 
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2. INTRODUCTION 
 
2.1 Authorization 
 
The preparation of this report was authorized by the Ramsey City Council on August 28, 2018. 
This project has been designated as City Improvement Project No. 19-02. 
 
2.2 Program Overview 
 
In support of the City’s long-term Street Maintenance Program, the existing bituminous pavement 
section will be reconstructed, and existing ditches will be re-graded to enhance drainage. Other 
appurtenant work will be completed as outlined in this report. 
 
The City’s pavement evaluation process involves a visual evaluation of each street’s pavement 
surface based on the type, extent and severity of each pavement distress observed. Numerous types 
of pavement distresses may exist within a pavement section including, but not limited to, alligator 
cracking, block cracking, longitudinal cracking, transverse cracking, rutting, raveling, shoving, 
potholes and patches. This field data is then used to rate the pavement condition. 
 
The City uses the Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) system to rate pavement 
condition. A PASER rating is a numerical index between 1 and 10 indicating the condition of a 
pavement based on the various pavement distresses recorded during visual observations. A PASER 
rating of 10 represents brand new pavement, while a PASER rating of 1 represents a pavement 
section that has fallen into complete disrepair requiring full reconstruction. 
 
In the summer of 2018, City Staff evaluated and rated the condition of the pavement along the 
Brookview Estates street segments. A PASER rating of 3 was assigned to 173rd Avenue and 
Germanium Street. 
 
2.3 Scope 
 
City of Ramsey Improvement project 19-02 proposes to reconstruct the existing bituminous 
pavement, re-shape the ditches to enhance drainage, and to complete other appurtenant work on 
173rd Avenue from Germanium Street to its termini cul-de-sac, and Germanium Street from 170th 
Lane to its termini cul-de-sac which totals approximately 2,662 linear feet (0.50 miles) in length. 
 
The existing bituminous pavement section is proposed to be reconstructed using the FDR process. 
This involves reclaiming the entire bituminous pavement section along with a portion of the 
existing aggregate base, hauling and disposing of excess reclaim material off-site, spreading and 
compacting the reclaimed material on top of the reshaped and compacted subgrade, then placing 
3.5-inches of new bituminous pavement on top. The resulting pavement design will generally meet 
current City design standards for residential pavement sections. 
 
A map showing the location and scope of the proposed improvements is included as Figure 1 in 
Appendix A. 
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3. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

 
3.1 Existing Pavement, Soil, and Traffic Conditions 
 
All streets proposed to be improved were constructed in 1979 with 1.5-inches of bituminous 
pavement, 3.0-inches of aggregate base, and ditches. The streets are generally centered within a 
66-foot wide right-of-way.  
 
Pavement maintenance treatments applied to the street segments included overlay in 1993, and 
crack seal and seal coat improvements in 2001. Spot patching has been performed on an as-needed 
basis, and has been a yearly treatment recently. In 2018, Staff assigned a PASER rating of 3 on 
both street segments. 
 
In September of 2018, City Staff recorded a traffic volume of 72 average annual daily traffic 
(AADT) on 173rd Avenue east of Germanium Street, and 278 AADT on Germanium Street north 
of 170th Lane. The speed limit is 30 mph for these street segments. 
 
Northern Technologies, LLC (NTI) was employed to complete a Geotechnical Exploration and 
Engineering Review for this project, which included seven (7) soil borings spaced evenly along 
173rd Avenue and Germanium Street. The locations of the borings are shown in the Soil Boring 
Location Map in Appendix C of NTI’s report, attached in Appendix C. 
 
The soil borings provide information on existing bituminous pavement and aggregate base course 
thicknesses, subgrade soil conditions, existing ground water elevations, and potential issues, which 
may be encountered during construction. The borings general terminated at a nominal depth of 10 
feet below the existing ground surface, boring number 4 terminated at 20.5 feet as it was following 
a layer of clay. There was groundwater observed in 4 of 7 borings, with elevations varying from 
approximately 872.5 to 877, 6.5 to 9.0 feet below the existing surface. Based on the work proposed 
groundwater is not anticipated to be a significant issue for work completed with this proposed 
project. There is the small potential for groundwater impacts if storm sewer is required, and is 
placed at a depth greater than 6-feet below the existing ground. 
 
The soil borings generally indicate the existing bituminous pavement thickness ranges between 2 
¼ to 5 inches, and aggregate base thickness is 5 to 6 inches. The subgrade generally consists of 
poorly graded sand with silt, silty sand, and poorly graded sand. Below this 4 of the 7 borings had 
layers of lean clay with sand, clayey sand, and / or lean to fat clay. The depths of the layers varied 
among the borings, and the pockets with clay seemed to be spread out along the project. 
 
Braun Intertec was employed to complete a ground penetrating radar (GPR) analysis for the project 
area, which included driving the GPR equipped vehicle throughout all street segments within the 
project area. A summary table and charts of the GPR Analysis are attached in Appendix C. The 
GPR data determined a median bituminous pavement thickness of 3.6-inches, and a median 
aggregate base thickness of 2.7-inches. The median street pavement and base section thickness 
was 6.2-inches, with a minimum section of 3.7-inches located on Germanium Street, 310 feet north 
of 173rd Avenue. GPR data was not able to be obtained for 173rd Avenue. 
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3.2 Watermain 
 
Watermain does not exist on site. 
 
3.3 Sanitary Sewer 
 
Sanitary sewer does not exist on site. 
 
3.4 Storm Sewer / Drainage 
 
The storm sewer system consists of ditches along both sides of the road within the right-of-way 
and drainage and utility easements, which direct stormwater runoff to the ditch along Germanium 
Street and north to the Trott Brook through an outlet pipe located in the north cul-de-sac. 
Stormwater runoff is also directed to the ditch along 173rd Avenue and goes across land into the 
Rum River to the east. 
 
3.5 Streets 
 
 3.5.1 Existing Typical Sections 

 
The pavement width of 173rd Avenue and Germanium Street is 24-feet. The cul-de-sacs on 
173rd Avenue and Germanium Street are 95-feet in diameter. The streets are centered 
within a 66-foot wide City-owned right-of-way, with a 160-foot wide right-of-way around 
the cul-de-sac on 173rd Avenue, and a 140-foot wide right-of-way around the cul-de-sac on 
Germanium Street. 

 
 3.5.2 Maintenance History 

 
 Brookview Estates was originally constructed in 1979. 173rd Avenue and Germanium 

Street received an overlay in 1993, and crack seal and seal coat improvements in 2001. 
 
3.6 Land Use 
 
The parcels within the construction area are zoned rural developing. 
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4. PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
4.1 Street and Stormwater Improvements 
 
 4.1.1 Street Improvements 

 
The streets in Brookview Estates are proposed to be reconstructed by matching existing 
widths and elevations with bituminous pavement and ditch sections to carry storm water 
runoff to Ford Brook and the Rum River. 
 
The proposed surface improvements are shown on Figure 1 in Appendix A. 
 
Street Design: 

173rd Avenue and Germanium Street are currently rural residential streets with ditch 
sections, 24-feet wide to the edge of pavement. The cul-de-sacs on 173rd Avenue and 
Germanium Street are 95-feet in diameter. Existing and proposed traffic counts are 
consistent with typical residential streets. 
 
All street segments are proposed to be reconstructed at their current width. A typical section 
for the proposed pavement reconstruction improvements is shown in Figure 2 in Appendix 

A. 
 
City Staff is proposing a pavement section design of 1.5-inches bituminous wear course, 
2-inches bituminous base course, and 4-inches of aggregate base composed of full-depth 
reclamation material. This pavement section would be constructed over the existing 
subgrade after it is reshaped and compacted. 

 
 4.1.2 Storm Sewer Improvements 

 
 The existing ditch sections are in good condition. Re-shaping the ditches may be required 

due to construction, but ditches will be restored to existing grades. The existing driveway 
culverts are not anticipated to be replaced. No stormwater treatment improvements are 
required for this projects since the street is proposed to be reconstructed at its current width, 
however, Staff is proposing to add a treatment structure to improve storm runoff water 
going into Trott Brook. 

 
 4.1.3 Geotechnical Considerations 

 
Northern Technologies LLC (NTI) completed a Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering 
Review including seven (7) soil borings, generally evenly spaced along 173rd Avenue and 
Germanium Street. The locations of the borings are shown in the Boring Location Map in 
Appendix C of NTI’s report, attached in Appendix C. NTI recommends prior to installing 
the aggregate base, the existing subgrade should be scarified and re-compacted to a depth 
of at least 12 inches. A proof roll test should then be performed to determine soft or unstable 
subgrade areas. If rutting or localized unstable subgrade areas are observed, those areas 
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should be subcut, moisture-conditioned, and re-compacted or removed to a stable depth. 
Based upon the encountered subgrade conditions, estimated R-value of 30 for the existing 
subgrade soils, the assumed AADT volumes of 600, and the City of Ramsey’s typical 
pavement section for the respective project area NTI recommends a pavement section of 
4-inches of aggregate base class 5, and 4-inches of bituminous pavement. City Staff is in 
close agreement and proposes completing a full-depth reclamation of the existing pavement 
by placing 4-inches of aggregate base class 5 or reclaim material, and 3.5-inches of new 
bituminous pavement. The clay layers are generally deep enough to not have a significant 
impact on the roadway, however Staff will be aware of the potential for pockets of subgrade 
which will require additional conditioning or possible replacement. 
 
The proposed improvements should have a service life of approximately 60-years, 
assuming maintenance such as overlays, crack sealing and seal coating is routinely 
performed. 

 
 4.1.4 Other Considerations 

 
Driveways: 

Existing driveway aprons may need to be reconstructed to varying degrees. The limits of 
construction will vary with each driveway apron based on the elevation of the street 
abutting the driveway and the driveway pavement type. During design, Staff will evaluate 
the construction limits for each driveway and will incorporate this into the plans, but as 
with all street reconstruction projects, the exact limits of construction will be determined 
in the field during construction. Right-of-entry forms will be obtained from private 
property owners where work is required outside City right-of-ways and easements. 
 
Irrigation Systems: 

Developed properties along the project corridor may have private irrigation systems. Staff 
will notify property owners of pending construction as far in advance as practical to allow 
them time to move their irrigation systems out of harm’s way before work begins. 
 
Parking Restrictions: 
Parking is currently provided along both sides of the streets and is not currently restricted 
except for overnight parking per City code. During this project, parking will be restricted 
during allowable working hours. 
 
Pavement Corings: 
Existing pavement thicknesses have been found to be inconsistent throughout the City. It 
is now standard practice to have City Staff on-site during pavement installation to insure 
the proper quantities are being placed. As further conformation, Staff is proposing to collect 
GPR data or to have pavement corings taken at the conclusion of all reconstruction projects. 
This is already a requirement on all State Aid projects, and will leave more data on the 
pavement section for future street maintenance projects. 
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4.2 Stormwater Treatment 
 
No stormwater retention and/or treatment improvements will be required as a result of this project, 
however, Staff is proposing stormwater treatment for storm runoff into Trott Brook. 
 
4.3 Water Main Improvements 
 
No watermain improvements are proposed with this project. 
 
4.4 Sanitary Sewer Improvements 
 
No sanitary sewer improvements are proposed with this project. 
 
4.5 Construction Method 
 
The existing bituminous pavement section will be reconstructed using the FDR process outlined 
within this report. 
 
4.6 Private Utilities 
 
Staff has not yet met with the telephone, gas, power and cable utilities regarding this project. 
During preparation of plans and specifications, Staff will meet with the private utility companies 
to discuss the proposed improvements as noted in the project schedule within this report. The 
alignment and footprint of the streets will be considered to minimize impacts to private utilities. 
No impacts to power poles or street lights are anticipated with this project. 
 
Should any utility company indicate they wish to upgrade, replace and/or otherwise modify their 
services during this project, any such upgrades, replacements and/or modifications will be at the 
sole discretion and cost of the utility company. 
 
4.7 Permits 
 
Permits that are anticipated to be required as part of the proposed improvements include: 

 MPCA General Stormwater Permit (NPDES)…..Grading and Storm Water 
 
A stormwater permit from the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization will not 
be required with this project as street reconstruction projects are exempt. 
 
4.8 Right-of-Ways / Easements 
 
The existing outfall to Trott Brook is currently located on 17331 Germanium Street outside of 
City-owned drainage and utility easements. Staff will work with the property owner to create 
additional drainage and utility easement over the existing pipe, move the outfall which would also 
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require additional easement, or find another solution. This will be dependent upon project design 
and discussion with the property owner.  
 
A low area exist outside of City-owned drainage and utility easement on 17310 Germanium Street, 
possible options of filling in the low area, adding addition storm sewer, or acquiring drainage and 
utility easements will be discussed with the property owner and are also dependent upon project 
design. 
 
City Staff will obtain required right of entries on a case by case basis.  
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5. FINANCING 
 
5.1 Opinion of Cost 
 
A detailed opinion of probable costs for the proposed improvements can be found in Appendix B 
of this report. The opinion of probable costs incorporates anticipated 2019 construction costs for 
the proposed improvements with 5-percent contingency costs, plus 23-percent indirect costs for 
administrative, engineering, financing and legal costs. 
 
City Staff prepared the Feasibility Report in-house as part of Staff’s normal duties. 
 
NTI prepared the Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering Review, included in Appendix C, at 
a cost of $3,250.00. 
 
5.2 Funding 
 
 5.2.1 Assessments 

 
 A portion of the project costs is proposed to be recovered through special assessments 

levied against the 21 identified benefiting properties; 9 along 173rd Avenue, and 12 along 
Germanium Street. Assessments are proposed to be collected for eligible improvements 
benefiting residential properties with direct access to the improved segments of Brookview 
Estates as described below. A preliminary assessment summary is included below in Table 

1.  
 
 Residential Assessments: 
 Special assessments are proposed to be levied against residential properties having direct 

access to improved streets. To be consistent with previous applications of the Special 
Assessments Policy, each residential property is proposed to be assessed using the “per lot” 
method. 

 
 Each residential property is preliminarily proposed to be assessed at the rate of $4,418.30 

per lot. Since State Statute and the City Charter do not allow for assessments to exceed the 
benefit to the property, Staff requests Council authorization to order a benefit appraisal 
consultation for this project in accordance with the City’s Special Assessment Policy. 

 
 The Preliminary Assessment Map and Roll are included in Appendix B. 
 

TABLE 1 
Proposed Preliminary Assessments – 173rd Avenue & Germanium Street 

STREET SEGMENT ASSESSMENT 
PER LOT 

No. OF 
LOTS 

TOTAL 
ASSESSMENTS 

173rd Avenue Residential Assessment $4,418.30 9 $39,764.70 
Germanium Street Residential Assessment $4,418.30 12 $53,019.60 

TOTAL PROJECT ASSESSMENTS $92,784.30 
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 5.2.2 City Contribution 

 
 The City contribution to the project would include all funding in excess of the amount 

collected through special assessments to benefiting properties. No funds have been 
budgeted for this project. The City’s share of eligible project costs related to surface (street) 
improvements is proposed to come from the previously encumbered 5-year Street 
Reconstruction and Overlay Program bonds. Stormwater Utility Funds are proposed to pay 
for all storm sewer improvements. 

 
 Table 2 illustrates the proposed project funding based on the design proposed within this 

report. This funding program assumes construction will occur in 2019. 
 

 TABLE 2 
 Proposed Project Funding 

 
 ASSESSMENTS CITY FUNDS TOTAL 
Surface $ 80,112.90 $ 371,754.41 $ 451,867.31 
Storm Sewer $ 12,671.40 $ 38,016.75 $ 50,688.15 
TOTAL $ 92,784.30 $ 409,771.16 $ 502,555.46 

 

Total Project Cost   $ 502,555.46 

Less Special Assessments -  $ 92,784.30 

Subtotal =       $ 409,771.16 

Less City Bonding Funds -  $ 371,754.41 

Subtotal =  $ 38,016.75 

Less Stormwater Utility Funds -  $ 38,016.75 

TOTAL Remaining Cost =  $ 0 
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6. PROJECT SCHEDULE 
 
The proposed project schedule is as follows: 
 
Council Orders Feasibility Report .......................................................................... August 28, 2018 
 
Council Accepts Feasibility Report / Orders Public Hearing ................................ October 23, 2018 
 
Staff Conducts Neighborhood Information Meeting ........................................... November 8, 2018 
 
Staff Publishes Notices of Public Hearing .................................... October 26 & November 2, 2018 
 
Council Conducts Public Hearing / Authorizes Plans and Specifications ......... November 13, 2018 
 
Staff Conducts Private Utility Coordination Meeting ............................................ November, 2018 
 
Council Approves Plans and Specifications / Authorizes Ad for Bids .................. January 22, 2019 
 
Staff Receives Bids .............................................................................................. February 20, 2019 
 
Council Awards Contract ..................................................................................... February 26, 2019 
 
Contractor Begins Construction ....................................................................................... May, 2019 
 
Contractor Completes Construction ........................................................................ August 16, 2019 
 
Council Orders Assessment Hearing ................................................................ September 10, 2019 
 
Council Conducts Assessment Hearing ................................................................... October 8, 2019 
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7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
City of Ramsey Improvement Project No. 19-02 proposes to reconstruct the bituminous pavement 
section, and complete miscellaneous appurtenant work on the following street segments within the 
Brookview Estates residential subdivision: 
 1. 173rd Avenue (approx. 850 linear feet) – Germanium Street to east cul-de-sac. 
 2. Germanium Street (approx. 1810 feet) – 170th Lane to north cul-de-sac. 
 
It is the recommendation of City Staff that City Project No. 19-02 is feasible, necessary, and cost-
effective from an engineering standpoint, and this project would best be constructed as a stand-
alone project as proposed herein. 
 
The following Staff recommendations related to the proposed project are presented for Council 
consideration and concurrence: 
 

1. Reconstruct the existing bituminous pavement using full-depth reclamation process, 
meeting the City’s standard residential pavement section of 4-inches aggregate base 
class 5 (or reclaim), 2-inches new bituminous base course, and 1 ½- inches new 
bituminous wear course. 

 
2. Staff recommends excluding private irrigation system work form this project. Instead, 

Staff will notify property owners of pending construction as far in advance as possible, 
and instruct them to relocate their irrigation system(s) away from the construction area 
during construction, then allow replacement in or near the original location after 
construction is complete. 

 
3. Staff recommends holding a neighborhood information meeting on November 8, 2018 

to inform property owners of the proposed improvements and to gather their input prior 
to competing plans and specifications and requesting Council approval to advertise for 
bids as outlined in the project schedule. 

 
4. Order an assessment appraisal consultation to ensure special assessments do not exceed 

the benefit received as a result of the improvements. 
 

The City Council is asked to act on the following items related to the proposed project: 
 

1. Accept the preliminary residential special assessment rate of $4,418.30 per lot. 
 

2. Authorize an assessment appraisal consultation to ensure all special assessments are 
commensurate with benefit received from the proposed improvements. 

 
3. Adopt Resolution #18-220 accepting this Feasibility Report and ordering the Public 

Hearing for November 13, 2018. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Figure 1 – Project Scope 
Figure 2 – Typical Section 

Project Site Pictures 
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FIGURE 1 
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FIGURE 2 
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PROJECT SITE PICTURES 
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Picture 1: Germanium Street from 170th Lane 
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Picture 2: Germanium Street from 173rd Avenue 
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Picture 3: 173rd Avenue from Germanium Street 
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Picture 4: 173rd Avenue cul-de-sac, looking west 
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Picture 5: Germanium Street cul-de-sac, looking south 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Opinion of Probable Costs (Preliminary Engineer’s Estimate) 
Preliminary Assessment Map 
Preliminary Assessment Roll 
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19-02 BROOKVIEW ESTATES STREET RECONSTRUCTIONS 
Preliminary Engineer’s Estimate 

Street Construction 

Item 
No. Description Unit Estimated 

Quantity Unit Cost Cost Extension 

1 Mobilization LS 1 $ 12,000.00 $ 12,000.00 
2 Remove Concrete Pavement – Driveways SF 878 $ 2.50 $ 2,195.00 
3 Remove Bituminous Pavement – Driveways SY 180 $ 7.00 $ 1,260.00 
4 Remove Bituminous Pavement SY 8,145 $ 3.50 $ 28,507.50 
5 Sawing Concrete Pavement – Full Depth LF 98 $ 4.00 $ 392.00 
6 Sawing Bituminous Pavement – Full Depth LF 257 $ 2.50 $ 642.50 
7 Salvage and Install Mail Box Support EA 18 $ 200.00 $ 3,600.00 
8 Temporary Mail Box Cluster EA 2 $ 400.00 $ 800.00 
9 Common Excavation (EV) CY 250 $ 21.00 $ 5,250.00 

10 Subgrade Excavation, Remove Unsuitable Material 
(EV) CY 500 $ 10.00 $ 5,000.00 

11 Select Granular Borrow (CV) CY 600 $ 15.00 $ 9,000.00 
12 Common Topsoil Borrow (CV) CY 292 $ 31.00 $ 9,052.00 
13 Subgrade Preparation RDST 27 $ 200.00 $ 5,400.00 
14 Aggregate Base Class 5 CY 1,345 $ 15.00 $ 20,175.00 
15 Mill Bituminous Pavement (2’ x 1.5”) SY 21 $ 20.00 $ 420.00 
16 Bituminous Material for Tack Coat GAL 571 $ 2.40 $ 1,370.40 
17 Type SP 9.5 Wearing Course Mixture TON 672 $ 71.00 $ 47,712.00 
18 Type SP 12.5 Non Wearing Course Mixture  TON 896 $ 64.00 $ 57,344.00 
19 Type SP 9.5 Wearing Course Mixture – Driveways TON 20 $ 71.00 $ 1,420.00 
20 Concrete Curb & Gutter Design B618 LF 646 $ 12.00 $ 7,752.00 
21 Drainage Improvements LS 1 $ 65,000.00 $ 65,000.00 
22 6” Concrete Driveway Pavement SF 878 $ 7.25 $ 6,365.50 
23 Landscape Restoration LS 1 $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00 
24 Guardrail Modifications LS 1 $ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00 
25 Traffic Control LS 1 $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00 
26 Silt Fence, Type MS LF 1,860 $ 2.50 $ 4,650.00 
27 Storm Drain Inlet Protection EA 4 $ 175.00 $ 700.00 
28 Sodding Type Lawn SY 4,410 $ 7.00 $ 30,870.00 

 
Total Street Construction Cost $ 349,877.90 

5% Contingency Cost $ 17,493.90 

23% Indirect Cost $ 84,495.51 

Total Street Project Cost $ 451,867.31 
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Storm Sewer Construction 

Item 
No. Description Unit Estimated 

Quantity Unit Cost Cost Extension 

1 Geotextile Fabric Type V SY 21 $ 3.50 $ 73.50 
2 15” RC Pipe Apron EA 4 $ 600.00 $ 2,400.00 
3 Trash Guard for 15” RC Pipe Apron EA 4 $ 275.00 $ 1,100.00 
4 15” RC Pipe Sewer, Design 3006 Class III LF 628 $ 33.00 $ 20,724.00 
5 Construct Drainage Structure Design 48-4020 EA 3 $ 2,500.00 $ 7,500.00 

6 Construct Drainage Structure Design Special 48-
4020 EA 1 $ 3,500.00 $ 3,500.00 

7 F&I Casting Assembly – Storm EA 4 $ 800.00 $ 3,200.00 
8 Random Rip Rap Class III CY 5 $ 150.00 $ 750.00 

 
Total Storm Sewer Construction Cost $ 39,247.50 

5% Contingency Cost $ 1,962.38 

23% Indirect Cost $ 9,478.27 

Total Storm Sewer Project Cost $ 50,688.15 

 
Total Estimated Project Cost $ 502,555.46 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL – 19-02 BROOKVIEW ESTATES STREET RECONSTRUCTIONS 

PID NAME / OWNER ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP ASSESSABLE 
UNITS 

PROPOSED 
ASSESSMENT 

013225330002 MC SHANE DANIEL M 17310 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330003 LADEEN JULIE A & MARK A 17330 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330004 JONES DAVID J & DEBORAH A 17331 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330005 LUND DONALD N & MARGERY A 17311 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 

013225330006 NORCUTT TRUSTEE KATHLEEN & 
NORCUTT TRUSTEE RICHARD 17301 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 

013225330007 NACHTWEY MICHAEL F & MARY J  RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330008 ROHL MORRIS G & SHARON L 5451 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330009 STEFFEN JAMES W & LISA F 5431 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
013225330010 VOSS WALTER W & SALLY 5401 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
113225110007 CHUBB JEREMY 17200 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
113225110009 OSHAUGHNESSY CORRIN 17228 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
113225110010 OSHAUGHNESSY CORRIN  RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220003 PLACHECKI HALI 5410 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220004 ONGIE CHERYL 5420 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220005 WEBER JAMES J & DIANE M 5450 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220006 KREYER GARY R & JUDITH G 5510 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220007 PETERSON SEAN 5530 173RD AVE NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220008 BOEHLAND LYNN C & JOY L 17211 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220009 RAMSEY CITY OF 17201 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220010 ABERLE RICHARD N & CLAUDIA M 17290 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 
123225220011 KANIA HENRY & JANINA 17230 GERMANIUM ST NW RAMSEY MN 55303 1 $ 4,418.30 

TOTALS 21 $ 92,784.30 
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Street Segment Summary 
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) Results 

Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering Review 
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STREET SEGMENT SUMMARY 

Street Segment Description Length Width Curb 2018 
Rating 

Year 
Built 

Maint. 1 Maint. 2 

173rd Avenue Germanium Street / CDS 853 24 n/a 3 1979 OL                           
1993 

SC 1                         
2001 

Germanium Street 170th Lane / CDS 1,809 24 n/a 3 1979 OL                      
1993 

SC 1                    
2001 
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Street Segment Description Min Max Med Min Max Med Med Min Location
173rd Avenue Germanium Street / CDS *

Germanium Street 170th Lane / CDS 2.0 6.0 3.6 0.8 5.0 2.7 6.2 3.7
310' north of 173rd 
Avenue.

2.0 6.0 3.6 0.8 5.0 2.7 6.2 3.7

Germanium Street 310 

feet north of 173rd 

Avenue.

* GPR Data was not able to be conducted along street segments.

Brookview Estates GPR Summary
Project Segment Pavement Aggregate Section

Project Summary

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400 1,600 1,800 2,000

D
ep

th
 (

in
.)

Station (ft)

GPR Data (Germanium Street: 170th Lane to CDS)

Bit Depth (in.)

Agg Depth (in.)

20 per. Mov. Avg.
(Bit Depth (in.))
20 per. Mov. Avg.
(Agg Depth (in.))



 

 

 

GEOTECHNICAL EXPLORATION AND ENGINEERING REVIEW 

Brookview Estates Reconstruction 

Ramsey 

Minnesota 

NTI Project No. 18.MSP06855.000 

Prepared For: 

City of Ramsey 

7550 Sunwood Drive 
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303 
 

 



 

 

 

October 8, 2018 

 

 

City of Ramsey 
Attention: Mr. Joe Feriancek 
7550 Sunwood Drive 
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303 
 
Subject: Geotechnical Exploration and Engineering Review  

Brookview Estates Reconstruction 
 Ramsey, Minnesota 

NTI Project No. 18.MSP06855.000 

Northern Technologies, LLC (NTI) has completed a total of seven (7) soil borings in the Brookview 
Estates area. Our services were performed in accordance with our proposal dated September 4, 
2018.   

Soil samples obtained at the site will be held for 60 days at which time they will be discarded.  Please 
advise us in writing if you wish to have us retain them for a longer period.  You will be assessed an 
additional fee if soil samples are retained beyond 60 days. 

We appreciate the opportunity to have been of service on this project.  If there are any questions 
regarding the soils explored or our review and recommendations, please contact us at your 
convenience at (651) 389-4191. 

Northern Technologies, LLC 

 
Robert Hawkins, GIT 
Staff Geologist 
 

 
Steven D. Gerber, P.E.  
Senior Engineer 

I hereby certify that this plan, 
specification, or report was prepared by 
me or under my direct supervision and 
that I am a Duly Licensed Professional 
Engineer under the Laws of the State of 
Minnesota. 

 
 

Steven D. Gerber 

Date:    10/08/2018  Reg. No. 45298 
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1.0 Scope of Services 

Seven borings were in the project area.  The scope of services included determining existing bituminous 
and aggregate base thicknesses, groundwater levels, subsurface conditions, and providing 
recommendations for site preparation, excavations, engineered fill and compaction, depths of 
unsuitable soils to be removed, groundwater management, potential difficulties during construction, 
utility construction, and pavement design thickness.   

1.1 Project and Site Description 

The project consists of the complete reconstruction of Germanium Street at 173rd Avenue in Ramsey, 
Minnesota. NTI was not aware of invert elevations or other design details of the proposed utilities at 
the time this report was prepared.   

The pavement sections are proposed to be designed with a 20-year design pavement life.  NTI has 
assumed an AADT value of 600 for these residential streets. 

2.0 Subsurface Exploration Summary 

NTI performed the subsurface exploration program during the period of September 26, 2018 with a 
two-person crew using a truck-mounted CME-55 drill rig.  Samples were generally collected in 
accordance with ASTM D 1586 “Standard Test Method for Standard Penetration Testing (SPT) and Split-
Barrel Sampling of Soils.”  The boring locations and depths were determined by a representative of the 
City of Ramsey.  The boring locations were marked in the field by NTI.  The borings terminated at 
depths ranging from approximately 10.5 to 20.5 feet below the top of pavement.  Elevations were 
determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000 and rounded to the nearest one-half foot.     

Please refer to the Boring Location Diagrams and the Boring Logs in Appendix C. 

Groundwater was observed at depths ranging between 6.5 and 9 feet below the ground surface, 
correspond to elevations ranging between 876.5 and 872.5.  

The lack of observed groundwater in the remaining borings is likely due to the short duration for which 
the boreholes remained open.  In addition, the seams of on-site clay and silt laden soils have the 
potential to be somewhat impervious and conducive to the development of zones of perched water at 
varying elevations and locations across the project area.   Please refer to the boring log included in the 
appendices.  

Table 1 summarizes the encountered subsurface conditions encountered.   
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Table 1: Pavement and Subgrade Summary1 
 

Boring No. 

Bituminous 
Pavement 

Thickness2 (inches) 

Apparent 
Aggregate Base 

Thickness3 (inches) 
Fill Subgrade 

Material4 
Native Subgrade 

Material 5 

SB-1 4 ½  5 SC SM 

SB-2 2 ¼  4 SP-SM SP 

SB-3 4 ½  4 SM SM 

SB-4 4 ½  5 SP-SM SP-SM 

SB-5 5 6 SM SP-SM 

SB-6 5 6 SM SM 

SB-7 4 ¼  6 SM CL 

1. Table summary is a generalization of subsurface conditions at the individual soil boring locations only.  
They may not reflect variations in subsurface strata occurring on site between boring locations.  The 
general geologic origin of retained soil samples is listed on the boring logs.  

2. Measured thickness of the pavement core. 

3. Apparent aggregate base thickness, at time of our fieldwork, by visual inspection only and is not meant 
to confer conformance with DOT specifications.   

4. Undocumented fill soils were encountered immediately under the aggregate base. 

5. The native soils underlying the undocumented fill soils. 

2.1 Groundwater and Groundwater Control 

Groundwater was observed at the time of drilling.  Groundwater was observed in four of the seventeen 
boreholes the Interstate Area ranging from depths of approximately 6.5 to 8.0 feet below the top of 
pavement.   The lack of observed groundwater at the remaining boring locations may be due to the 
short duration for which the boreholes remained open combined with the low permeability of the on-
site clay and silt based soils.  In addition, the on-site clay and silt based soils have the potential to be 
somewhat impervious and conducive to the development of zones of perched water at varying 
elevations and locations across the project area. 

2.2 Laboratory Test Program 

Our analysis and recommendations of this report are based upon our interpretation of the standard 
penetration test resistance determined while sampling soils, laboratory test results, and experience 
with similar soils from other sites near the project.  The results of such tests are summarized on the 
boring logs or attached laboratory test reports. 
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2.3 Utilities  

The fill and native soils observed in soil borings were generally suitable for utility support.  Due to the 
observed groundwater levels and depending on the installation depth of the utilities, temporary 
dewatering would likely be required during the utility trench excavations for deeper utilities, such as 
sanitary sewer.  Stabilization of the trench subgrade may be required, in particular in locations with 
lean clay subgrade, in order to provide a stable platform for construction.  Stabilization could consist of 
a one half to one foot layer of crushed rock or sand with a maximum 5 percent material passing the No. 
200 sieve and 50 percent passing the No. 40 sieve. 

The Geotechnical Engineer of Record or their designated representative should observe the project 
excavations to determine that unsuitable materials have been properly removed and adequate bearing 
support is provided by the exposed soils.  The exposed soil at the base should be compacted with a 
vibratory roller to 95 percent standard Proctor dry density (ASTM D698).  Such observations and testing 
should be performed prior to backfilling. 

The on-site, non-organic soils are anticipated to be suitable for reuse if properly moisture conditioned 
and compacted. Replacement backfill required in utility trenches should consist of non-organic material 
similar to the surrounding soil.  All import fill should be approved by NTI or the City’s representative.    

It is especially important that trench backfill for utility construction within paved areas be thoroughly 
compacted to minimize future pavement damage.  We recommend that such soils be compacted in 
accordance with the recommendations noted in the “Placement and Compaction of Engineered Fill” 
section in Appendix B of this report. 

The stability of embankments along utility excavations is dependent on soil strength, site geometry, 
moisture content, and any surcharge load for excavated soils and equipment.  We present cautionary 
remarks concerning stability of excavation sideslopes in the “Excavation Stability” section of this report. 

The Contractor is solely responsible for assessing the stability of and executing underground utility and 
project excavations using safe methods.  The contractor is also responsible for naming the “competent 
individual” as per Subpart P of 29 CFR 1926.6 (Federal Register - OSHA). 

2.4 Pavement Recommendations 

Full Reconstruction Option 

The most conservative method of subgrade preparation would be to remove the undocumented fill 
soils and replace them in their entirety with properly compacted engineered fill.  This method of 
subgrade preparation would provide the most uniform subgrade but would also be the most costly 
method of construction and would be a relatively a-typical method of subgrade preparation for 
improvements to existing municipal roadways.     

If the City were willing to accept some risk in potential long term increased maintenance of the 
pavement section for the significant upfront savings, the roadway can be reconstructed over the 
existing fill.   
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The Contractor should be aware that the silty subgrade soils will be moisture-sensitive, and protecting 
them from inclement weather will aid in maintaining stability.  The stripping of the existing pavement 
and aggregate base course should occur immediately prior to subgrade preparation and base aggregate 
installation to minimize weather-induced instability. 

Prior to installing the aggregate base, the existing subgrade should be scarified and re-compacted to a 
depth of at least 12 inches.  A proof roll test should then be performed to determine soft or unstable 
subgrade areas.   

The proof roll should be performed with a tandem axle dump truck loaded to gross capacity (at least 20 
tons).  Acceptance criteria of the proof roll shall be limited to rut formation no more than one inch 
depth (front or rear axles) and no pumping (rolling) observed during the visual inspection.  Proof roll 
tests should be observed by an experienced technician or geotechnical engineer prior to placement of 
the aggregate base course to verify the subgrade will provide adequate pavement support.  

If rutting or localized unstable subgrade areas are observed, those areas should be subcut, moisture-
conditioned, and re-compacted or removed to a stable depth.   

If imported fill is required in paved areas, it should consist of debris-free, non-organic, mineral soil 
similar in composition to the subgrade soils encountered in the surrounding areas.  If sand is imported 
into areas that are underlain by relatively impervious fine grained soils, the sand layer must be drained 
with drain tile in order to prevent frost heave from water trapped within the imported sand layer 
during freezing temperatures.  Individual lifts of engineered fill should be tempered for moisture 
content, placed, and compacted as noted in the “Placement and Compaction of Engineered Fill” section 
in Appendix B of this report.  

For a 20-year design pavement life, Tables 4 presents our thickness recommendations for flexible 
(bituminous) pavement.  These recommendations were based upon the encountered subgrade 
conditions, estimated R-value of 30 for the existing subgrade soils, the assumed AADT volumes, and the 
City of Ramsey’s typical pavement section for the respective project area. 

Table 4: Flexible Pavement Thickness Design1 
Interstate Area – Residential Area 

 

Pavement Section 
Calculated Required 
Pavement Section2 

City’s Typical 
Pavement Section3 

Bituminous Wear Course (inches) 2 1.5 

Bituminous Base Course (inches) 2 2 

Class 5 or 7 Aggregate Base (inches) 4 4 

1. Assumed AADT volume of 600 and an average R-value of 30. 

2. Assumed a minimum of 12 inches of engineered subgrade. 

3. The subgrade appeared to be less firm at SB-2 and SB-7 (locations closest to the Rum River). 
Consideration could be made to using the City’s standard section in locations north of SB-2 and west of 
SB-6. 
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Pavement recommendations assume the subgrade soils and aggregate section below paved surfaces 
will drain to subsurface piping for eventual discharge into storm sewer, or above grade to ditching, or 
similar acceptable systems.  Lack of surface and subsurface drainage will significantly reduce the 
capacity and longevity of the pavement systems indicated above. 

We recommend pavements receive annual maintenance, as a minimum, to correct damages to the 
pavement structure, clean and infill cracks which develop, and repair or resurface areas which exhibit 
reduced subgrade performance.  The lack of maintenance can lead to moisture infiltration of the 
pavement structure and softening of the subgrade soils.  This, in turn, can degrade the performance of 
the pavement system and result in poorly performing pavements with shortened life expectancy. 

Mill and Overlay Option 

Portions of the roadway sections appear to have a sufficiently thick, in-place pavement section, which 
would lend itself to rehabilitation via mill and overlay techniques.   

The existing pavement thickness generally about 4 ½ inches thick, but locally was observed to be about 
2 ½ inches thick.  If a mill and overlay were performed, we would recommend that thin pavement areas 
(such as near SB-2) and distressed pavement areas be removed and replaced with a full depth (6 inch) 
patch.  

Full depth reclamation (FDR) would be feasible for this project area. Usually a blend of mineral 
aggregate base with the bituminous pavement is blended and the teeth of the reclaimers need to 
extend beyond the bituminous layers in order to prevent overheating.  

The pavement could be milled off and removed and replaced with fresh bituminous pavement. The 
millings can be blended with on-site aggregate base, with imported aggregate base or remixed at the 
plant to provide fresh aggregate base.  The blended material should contain no more than 50 percent 
bituminous millings.  In general, locations suitable for FDR would have aggregate base that is about the 
same thickness as the pavement plus 3 to 4 inches remaining to support the weight of the heavy 
machinery required for FDR. 

We recommend that the base be proof-rolled prior to placement of the new pavement materials to 
determine soft or unstable subgrade areas.  The proof roll should be performed with a tandem axle 
dump truck loaded to gross capacity (at least 20 tons).  Acceptance criteria of the proof roll shall be 
limited to rut formation no more than one inch (1”) depth (front or rear axles) and no pumping (rolling) 
observed during the visual inspection.  Proof roll tests should be observed by an experienced technician 
or geotechnical engineer prior to placement of the aggregate base course to verify the subgrade will 
provide adequate pavement support.  

If rutting or localized unstable subgrade areas are observed, those areas should be subcut, moisture-
conditioned, and re-compacted or removed to a stable depth.  Excavations for soil corrections (if any) in 
paved areas should allow for a 2 foot oversize beyond the edges of the pavement. 
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If imported fill is required in paved areas, it should consist of debris-free, non-organic, mineral soil 
similar in composition to the subgrade soils encountered in the surrounding areas.  If sand is imported 
into areas that are underlain by relatively impervious fine-grained soils, the sand layer must be drained 
with drain tile in order to prevent frost heave from water trapped within the imported sand layer 
during freezing temperatures.  Individual lifts of engineered fill should be tempered for moisture 
content, placed, and compacted as noted in the “Placement and Compaction of Engineered Fill” section 
in Appendix B of this report.  

3.0 Excavation Stability 

Excavation depth and sidewall inclination should not exceed those specified in local, state, or federal 
regulations.  Excavations may need to be widened and sloped, or temporarily braced, to maintain or 
develop a safe work environment.  Contractors must comply with local, state, and federal safety 
regulations including current OSHA excavation and trench safety standards.  Temporary shoring must 
be designed in accordance with applicable regulatory requirements. 

3.1 Engineered Fill & Winter Construction 

The silt and clay laden soils encountered at the project locations will be susceptible to freezing if not 
provided adequate drainage, insulation, or coverage.  Frozen soil should not be used as backfill.  When 
the ambient air temperature falls below freezing for an extended period of time, frost forms, and soil 
near the surface grade expands.  Settlement of the fill may occur as the frozen soils thaw. 

If frost penetrates the soil prior to paving, soils must be thawed, scarified, and re-compacted as 
recommended in this report.  Subgrade soils should be inspected prior to paving to verify frozen 
conditions are not present. 

4.0 Closure 

As the widely spaced, small diameter borings provide only a limited amount of data regarding the 
existing fill, the existing fill may contain soft zones, debris or significantly greater amounts of unsuitable 
materials than could be reasonably inferred from the boring information.  Unsuitable materials may not 
be discovered during construction and may remain buried within the fill below the pavement, resulting 
in greater than anticipated settlements of the pavement.  These risks cannot be eliminated without 
completely removing the fill, but can be reduced by thorough exploration and testing during site 
preparation and construction. 

Our conclusions and recommendations are predicated on observation and testing of the earthwork 
directed by Geotechnical Engineer of Record.  Our opinions are based on data assumed representative 
of the project area.  However, the area coverage of borings in relation to the entire project is very 
small.  For this and other reasons, we do not warrant conditions below the depth of our borings, or that 
the strata logged from our borings are necessarily typical of the site.  Deviations from our 
recommendations by plans, written specifications, or field applications shall relieve us of responsibility 
unless our written concurrence with such deviations has been established. 
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The scope of services for this project does not include either specifically or by implication any 
environmental or biological assessment of the site or identification or prevention of pollutants, 
hazardous materials or conditions.  If the owner is concerned about the potential for such 
contamination or pollution, other studies should be undertaken. 

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the City of Ramsey for specific application to the 
proposed Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions, in Ramsey, Minnesota.  Northern Technologies, 
LLC has endeavored to comply with generally accepted geotechnical engineering practice common to 
the local area.  Northern Technologies, LLC makes no other warranty, express or implied. 

Northern Technologies, LLC
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GEOTECHNICAL EVALUATION OF RECOVERED SOIL SAMPLES 

We visually examined recovered soil samples to estimate distribution of grain sizes, plasticity, 
consistency, moisture condition, color, presence of lenses and seams, and apparent geologic origin.  
We then classified the soils according using the Unified Soil Classification System (ASTM D2488).  A 
chart describing this classification system and general notes explaining soil sampling procedures are 
presented within appendices attachments. 

The stratification depth lines between soil types on the logs are estimated based on the available 
data.  In-situ, the transition between type(s) may be distinct or gradual in either the horizontal or 
vertical directions.  The soil conditions have been established at our specific boring locations only.  
Variations in the soil stratigraphy may occur between and around the borings, with the nature and 
extent of such change not readily evident until exposed by excavation.  These variations must be 
properly assessed when utilizing information presented on the boring logs. 

We request that you, your design team or contractors contact NTI immediately if local conditions 
differ from those assumed by this report, as we would need to review how such changes impact our 
recommendations.  Such contact would also allow us to revise our recommendations as necessary to 
account for the changed site conditions. 

FIELD EXPLORATION PROCEDURES 

Soil Sampling – Standard Penetration Boring: 

Soil sampling was performed according to the procedures described by ASTM D-1586.  Using this 
procedure, a 2 inch O.D. split barrel sampler is driven into the soil by a 140 pound weight falling 30 
inches.  After an initial set of six inches, the number of blows required to drive the sampler an 
additional 12 inches is recorded (known as the penetration resistance (i.e. “N-value”) of the soil at 
the point of sampling.  The N-value is an index of the relative density of cohesionless soils and an 
approximation of the consistency of cohesive soils. 

Soil Sampling – Power Auger Boring: 

The boring(s) was/were advanced with a 6 inch nominal diameter continuous flight auger.  As a 
result, samples recovered from the boring are disturbed, and our determination of the depth, extend 
of various stratum and layers, and relative density or consistency of the soils is approximate. 

Soil Classification: 

Soil samples were visually and manually classified in general conformance with ASTM D-2488 as they 
were removed from the sampler(s).  Representative fractions of soil samples were then sealed within 
respective containers and returned to the laboratory for further examination and verification of the 
field classification.  In addition, select samples were submitted for laboratory tests.  Individual 
sample information, identification of sampling methods, method of advancement of the samples and 
other pertinent information concerning the soil samples are presented on boring logs and related 
report attachments.  
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GENERAL NOTES 

DRILLING and SAMPLING SYMBOLS LABORATORY TEST SYMBOLS 
SYMBOL DEFINITION SYMBOL DEFINITION 

C.S. Continuous Sampling W Moisture content-percent of dry weight 
P.D. 2-3/8” Pipe Drill D Dry Density-pounds per cubic foot 
C.O. Cleanout Tube LL, PL Liquid and plastic limits determined in accordance 

with ASTM D 423 and D 424 
3 HSA 3 ¼” I.D. Hollow Stem Auger QU Unconfined compressive strength-pounds per 

square foot in accordance with ASTM D 2166-66 
4 FA 4” Diameter Flight Auger   
6 FA 6” Diameter Flight Auger   
2 ½ C 2 ½” Casing   
4 C 4” Casing  
D.M. Drilling Mud Pq Penetrometer reading-tons/square foot 
J.W. Jet Water S Torvane reading-tons/square foot 
H.A. Hand Auger G Specific Gravity – ASTM D 854-58 
NXC Size NX Casing SL Shrinkage limit – ASTM 427-61 
BXC Size BX Casing Ph Hydrogen ion content-meter method 
AXC Size AX casing O Organic content-combustion method 
SS 2” O.D. Split Spoon Sample M.A. Grain size analysis 
2T 2” Thin Wall Tube Sample C* One dimensional consolidation 
3T 3” Thin Wall Tube Sample QC Triaxial Compression 
  * See attached data Sheet and/or graph 

WATER LEVEL SYMBOL 

Water levels shown on the boring logs were determined at the time and under the conditions indicated.  In 
sand, the indicated levels can be considered relatively reliable for most site conditions.  In clay soils, it is not 
possible to determine the ground water level within the normal scope of a test boring investigation, except 
where lenses or layers of more pervious water bearing soil are present; and then a long period of time may be 
necessary to reach equilibrium.  Therefore, the position of the water level symbol for cohesive or mixed soils 
may not indicate the true level of the ground water table.  The available water level information is given at the 
bottom of the log sheet. 

DESCRIPTIVE TERMINOLOGY 

RELATIVE DENSITY CONSISTENCY 
TERM N60 Value (corrected) TERM N60 Value (corrected) 

Very Loose 0 – 4 Soft 0-4 
Loose 5 – 8 Medium 5-8 
Medium Dense 9 – 16 Rather Stiff 9 – 15 
Dense 16 – 30 Stiff 16 – 30 
Very Dense Over 30 Very Stiff Over 30 

RELATIVE PROPORTIONS PARTICLE SIZES 

TERMS RANGE MATERIAL DESCRIPTION U.S. SIEVE SIZE 

Trace 0 – 5% Boulders  Over 3” 
A little 5 – 15% Gravel Coarse 3” to ¾” 
Some 15 – 30%  Medium ¾” to #4 
  Sand Coarse #4 to #10 
   Medium #10 to #40 
   Fine #40 to #200 
  Silt and Clay Determined by Hydrometer Test 
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CLASSIFICATION of SOILS for ENGINEERING PURPOSES 

ASTM Designation D-2487 and D2488 (Unified Soil Classification System) 

Major Divisions 
Group 

Symbol 
Typical Name Classification Criteria 
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Cu = D60 / D10 greater than 4. 
Cz = (D30)2 / (D10 x D60) between 1 & 3. 

GP 
Poorly graded gravels and 
gravel-sand mixtures, little 
or no fines. 

Not meeting both criteria for GW materials. 
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Silty gravels, gravel-sand-
silt mixtures. 
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P.I. less than 4. 
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area are borderline 
classifications 
requiring use of dual 
symbols. 
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Clayey gravels, gravel-sand-
clay mixtures. 
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Silty sands, sand-silt 
mixtures. 
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P.I. less than 4. 
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Clayey sands, sand-clay 
mixtures. 
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sands, rock flour, silty or 
clayey fine sands. 
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GROUNDWATER ISSUES 

PLACEMENT and COMPACTION OF ENGINEERED FILL
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GROUNDWATER ISSUES 

The following presents additional comment and soil specific issues related to measurement of 
groundwater conditions at your project site. 

Note that our groundwater measurements, or lack thereof, will vary depending on the time allowed 
for equilibrium to occur in the borings.  Extended observation time was not available during the 
scope of the field exploration program and, therefore, groundwater measurements as noted on the 
borings logs may or may not accurately reflect actual conditions at your site. 

Seasonal and yearly fluctuations of the ground water level, if any, occur.  Perched groundwater may 
be present within sand and silt lenses bedded within cohesive soil formations.  Groundwater typically 
exists at depth within cohesive and cohesionless soils. 

Documentation of the local groundwater surface and any perched groundwater conditions at the 
project site would require installation of temporary piezometers and extended monitoring due to the 
relatively low permeability exhibited by the site soils.  We have not performed such groundwater 
evaluation due to the scope of services authorized for this project. 

We anticipate that a system of sump pits and pumps located outside of the foundation areas would 
be suitable for control if perched groundwater were to be encountered. NTI cautions that such 
seepage may be heavy and will vary based on seasonal and annual precipitation, and ground related 
impacts in the vicinity of the project. 

We anticipate that a well point system would be suitable for control of groundwater if excavations 
were to be advanced into the ground water table at depth in free draining granular soils.  However, 
we caution such seepage from such formations and any water entry from excavations below the 
groundwater table may be heavy and will vary based on seasonal and annual precipitation, and 
ground related impacts in the vicinity of the project. 
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PLACEMENT and COMPACTION OF ENGINEERED FILL 

Unless otherwise superseded within the body of the Geotechnical Exploration Report, the following 
criteria shall be utilized for placement of engineered fill on project.  This includes, but is not limited 
to earthen fill placement to improve site grades, fill placed below structural footings, fill placed 
interior of structure, and fill placed as backfill of foundations. 

Engineered fill placed for construction, if necessary should consist of natural, non-organic, competent 
soils native to the project area.  Such soils may include, but are not limited to gravel, sand, or clays 
with Unified Soil Classification System (ASTM D2488) classifications of GW, SP, or SM.  Use of silt or 
clayey silt as project fill will require additional review and approval of project Geotechnical Engineer 
of Record. Such soils have USCS classifications of ML, MH, ML-CL, MH-CH.  Use of topsoil, marl, peat, 
other organic soils construction debris and/or other unsuitable materials as fill is not allowed.  Such 
soils have USCS classifications of OL, OH, Pt. 

Engineered fill, classified as clay, should be tempered such that the moisture content at the time of 
placement is equal to and no more than 3 percent above the optimum content for as defined by the 
appropriate proctor test.  Likewise, engineered fill classified as gravel or sand should be tempered 
such that the moisture content at the time of placement is within 3 percent of the optimum content. 

All engineered fill for construction should be placed in individual 8 inch maximum depth lifts.  Each 
lift of fill should be compacted by large vibratory equipment until the in-place soil density is equal to 
or greater than the criteria established within the following tabulation. 

Type of Construction 

Compaction Criteria (% respective Proctor) 1 

Clay Sand or Gravel 

Engineered Fill placed as Pavement Subgrade (more 
than 3 feet below bottom of final grade) 

Min. 95 Min. 95 

Engineered Fill placed as Pavement Subgrade (less 
than 3 feet below bottom of final grade) Min. 100 Min. 100 

Engineered Fill placed as Pavement Aggregate Base NA Min. 100 

1. Note 1 Unless otherwise required, compaction criteria shall be based on the Standard Proctor Test 
(ASTM D698). 

Density tests should be taken during engineered fill placement to document earthwork has achieved 
necessary compaction of the material(s).  Recommendations for interior fill placement and backfill of 
foundation walls are presented within other sections of this report. 
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SOIL BORING LOGS  

 



 

Boring Location Diagram 

Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions 

Ramsey, Minnesota 

NTI Project #: 18.MSP06855.000 

NOTE: Boring locations are approximate.

   

 

 

Completed Boring Locations: 
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/2 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (5 Inches)
CLAYEY SAND, (SC) black, fine grained, moist, trace
gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
NOTE: Organic content in sample 1 = 3.2%.
SILTY SAND, (SM) brown, fine grained, moist, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine grained, moist, medium dense, trace gravel
(Alluvial)

LEAN CLAY WITH SAND, (CL) brown, moist, medium,
trace gravel
(Alluvial)

CLAYEY SAND, (SC) brown to light brown, fine grained,
moist, medium, stratified, trace gravel, with clay and
sand layering
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING --- No Groundwater Observed.

GROUND ELEVATION 884 feet

ATTERBERG
LIMITS

P
LA

S
T

IC
LI

M
IT

D
E

P
T

H
(f

t)

0

5

10

S
A

M
P

LE
 T

Y
P

E
N

U
M

B
E

R

B
LO

W
C

O
U

N
T

S
(N

 V
A

LU
E

)

P
O

C
K

E
T

 P
E

N
.

(t
sf

)

M
O

IS
T

U
R

E
C

O
N

T
E

N
T

 (
%

)

LI
Q

U
ID

LI
M

IT

R
E

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 %
(R

Q
D

)

F
IN

E
S

D
R

Y
 U

N
IT

 W
T

.
(p

cf
)

P
LA

S
T

IC
IT

Y
IN

D
E

XMATERIAL DESCRIPTION

G
R

A
P

H
IC

LO
G

PAGE  1  OF  1
BORING NUMBER SB-1

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions

N
T

I L
O

G
 -

 G
E

N
E

R
A

L 
(U

S
E

 T
H

IS
 O

N
E

) 
- 

N
T

I-
20

17
-0

9-
14

.G
D

T
 -

 1
0/

4/
18

 1
0:

51
 -

 R
:\R

A
M

S
E

Y
\1

-P
R

O
JE

C
T

S
\2

01
8 

P
R

O
JE

C
T

S
\B

R
O

O
K

V
IE

W
 E

S
T

A
T

E
S

 &
 S

T
R

E
E

T
 R

E
C

O
N

_G
E

O
_1

8.
M

S
P

_0
68

55
.0

00
\T

E
S

T
IN

G
 R

E
P

O
R

T
S

\G
IN

T
\B

R
O

O
K

V
IE

W
 E

S
T

A
T

E
S

.G
P

J

Inver Grove Heights
6160 Carmen Avenue East
Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
P: 651-389-4191
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(8)
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (2 1/4 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (4 Inches)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) dark
brown, fine to medium grained, moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND, (SP) light brown, fine
grained, moist, medium dense to very loose, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 13.0 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 6.50 ft / Elev 877.00 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 883.5 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-2

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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Inver Grove Heights
6160 Carmen Avenue East
Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
P: 651-389-4191
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/2 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (4 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine grained, moist,
trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine to medium grained, moist, loose to very loose, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

LEAN CLAY WITH SAND, (CL) brown, moist, soft, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

LEAN TO FAT CLAY, (CH/CL) gray, moist, soft, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

CLAYEY SAND, (SC) gray, moist, rather stiff, trace
gravel
(Glacial Till)

Bottom of borehole at 20.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 6.50 ft / Elev 876.50 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 883 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-3

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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6160 Carmen Avenue East
Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
P: 651-389-4191
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/2 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (5 Inches)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) dark
brown, moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown
to light brown, fine to medium grained, moist, medium
dense to loose, trace gravel
(Alluvial)

SANDY LEAN CLAY, (CL) brown, moist, medium,
stratified, trace gravel, with silt (ML) layering
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 6.50 ft / Elev 876.50 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 883 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-4

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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6160 Carmen Avenue East
Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
P: 651-389-4191
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (5 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (6 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine to medium grained, moist, medium dense to loose,
trace gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING 9.00 ft / Elev 872.50 ft

GROUND ELEVATION 881.5 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-5

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (5 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (6 1/4 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)
SILTY SAND, (SM) brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, medium dense, trace gravel
(Alluvial)

POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown
to light brown, fine to medium grained, moist, loose,
trace gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING --- No Groundwater Observed.

GROUND ELEVATION 883.5 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-6

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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6160 Carmen Avenue East
Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
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BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT (4 1/4 Inches)
APPARENT AGGREGATE BASE (6 Inches)
SILTY SAND, (SM) dark brown, fine to medium grained,
moist, trace gravel
(Undocumented Fill)

SANDY LEAN CLAY, (CL) brown, moist, medium, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

POORLY GRADED SAND WITH SILT, (SP-SM) brown,
fine to medium grained, moist, medium dense, trace
gravel
(Alluvial)

Bottom of borehole at 10.5 feet.

DRILLING METHOD 3 1/4 in H.S.A

LOGGED BY RRH CHECKED BY SDG

DATE STARTED 9/26/18 COMPLETED 9/26/18

DRILLING CONTRACTOR NTI GROUND WATER LEVELS:

AT END OF DRILLING ---

AFTER DRILLING ---FROST DEPTH (ft) ---CAVE IN (ft) ---

NOTES Elevation determined using a Trimble GeoXH 6000(NAVD 88 GeoID 09 datum).

HOLE SIZE 6 1/2 in.

AT TIME OF DRILLING --- No Groundwater Observed.

GROUND ELEVATION 882 feet
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BORING NUMBER SB-7

PROJECT LOCATION Ramsey, MN

CLIENT City of Ramsey

PROJECT NUMBER 18.MS06855.000

PROJECT NAME Brookview Estates Street Reconstructions
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CHAPTER 8. - PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS  

 

Sec. 8.1. - Power to make improvements and levy assessments.  

The city may make any type of local improvement not forbidden by law and levy special assessments 
to pay all or part of the cost of such local improvements. The total of the assessments for any local 
improvement may not exceed the cost of the local improvement, plus all costs and expenses connected 
therewith, including interest. No assessment shall exceed the benefit to the property assessed as measured 
by the increase in the market value of the property assessed as a result of the local improvement.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.2. - Application of Charter.  

All local improvement projects shall be carried out exclusively under the provisions of this Charter. The 
term "local improvement" as used in this section shall mean a public improvement financed partly or wholly 
from special assessments.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.3. - Assessments for services.  

The council may provide by ordinance that the cost of the city services to streets, sidewalks, or other 
public or private property may be assessed against property benefited and may be collected in the same 
manner as special assessments.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.4. - Local improvement procedure.  

When the city undertakes any local improvement to which the state local improvement code, Minn. 
Stats. chapter 429 applies, it shall comply with the provisions of that law, except as modified below. The 
council may by ordinance prescribe the procedure to be followed in making any other local improvement 
and levying assessments therefor.  

8.4.1 Sixty-day waiting period. A period of 60 days shall elapse after the conclusion of the public 
hearing required by law to precede the ordering of the construction of a local improvement project 
(the "public hearing") before the actual ordering of the local improvement by the council and the 
council entering into a contract for the local improvement construction.  

8.4.2 Percentage of owners required. When the local improvement has been petitioned for by 
the owners of not less than 50 percent in frontage of the real property abutting on streets named 
in the petition as the location of the local improvement the resolution ordering the local 
improvement by the council may be approved by vote of a majority of all members of the council. 
When there has been no such petition, the resolution may be adopted only by vote of four-fifths 
of all members of the council.  

8.4.3 Petition against the local improvement. A proposed local improvement may be initiated by 
petition of the owners of real property abutting on the streets named in the petition. If, within 30 
days of the conclusion of the public hearing, a petition against such local improvement is filed 
with the city administrator which petition is signed by a percentage of the owners of real property 
abutting on the streets named in the initiating petition as the location of the improvement which 
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percentage is greater than the percentage of owners of real property who signed the initiating 
petition, the council shall not make such local improvement at the expense of the abutting property 
owners. For purposes of the foregoing sentence, "owners of real property" shall not include 
owners of properties zoned for commercial or industrial uses or owners of properties zoned 
residential greater than ten acres in size based on zoning classifications in effect at the date of 
such petition, or owners of non-homestead real property greater than one acre in size.  

8.4.4 Counter petition in favor of the improvement. If within 30 days of the filing with the city 
administrator of a petition against the local improvement as described in section 8.4.3 above, 
there is filed with the city administrator a petition in favor of the local improvement, signed by 
owners of real property abutting on the streets named in the initiating petition as the location of 
the improvement, in a percentage greater than the percent of owners of real property who signed 
the petition against the local improvement, then in such event the council may disregard the 
petition against the local improvement and proceed with the local improvement.  

8.4.5 Petition against council initiated improvement. If the local improvement was initiated by 
council resolution without an initiating petition and, within 60 days of the conclusion of the public 
hearing, a petition is filed with the city administrator against such local improvement and which 
petition is signed by 60 percent or more of the owners of real property proposed to be assessed 
for and benefited by the local improvement, the council shall not make such local improvement at 
the expense of the benefited property owners. For purposes of the foregoing sentence, "owners 
of real property" shall not include owners of properties zoned for commercial or industrial uses or 
owners of properties zoned residential greater than ten acres in size based on zoning 
classifications in effect at the date of such petition, or owners of non-homestead real property 
greater than one acre in size.  

8.4.6 Withdrawal of name from petition. Any person whose name appears on a petition to the 
council in favor of a local improvement, or on a petition to the council filed against a local 
improvement, may withdraw his/her name by a statement in writing filed with the city administrator 
before such petition is presented to the council or in person at a city council meeting before the 
city council accepts said petition.  

8.4.7 Filing of petition with city council. All completed petitions filed with the city administrator as 
described herein shall be presented to the council by the city administrator at the council's next 
regularly scheduled meeting.  

8.4.8 One year before any further action. When a proposed local improvement is disallowed 
pursuant to the petition process described in the foregoing sections, the council shall not vote on 
the same improvement within a period of one year after the public hearing on said improvement.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993; Ord. No. 06-22, § 2, 7-5-2006; Ord. No. 12-08, § 2, 6-26-2012; Ord. No. 14-
07, § 2, 8-11-2014)  

Sec. 8.5. - Computation of time.  

Where the performance or doing of any act or matter is required by this Charter, and the period of time 
is prescribed and fixed by this Charter, the time shall be computed so as to exclude the first and include 
the last day of the prescribed or fixed period of time. When the last day of the period falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday, or a legal holiday, that day shall be omitted from the computation.  

(Ord. of 1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.6. - Sewer and water projects.  

This section applies to any local improvement project completed after January 1, 1996, which includes 
extending urban services (sewer and/or water) to an existing home or neighborhood.  
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8.6.1 Connection policy. The city may not compel any property owner with a functional private 
sewer and water system to connect to city sewer and/or water.  

8.6.2 Assessment policy. The city may not levy an assessment for any component of any project 
which includes sewer and/or water improvements against a property whose owner elects to 
remain on a functional private sewer and/or water system.  

8.6.3 Request for urban services. Property owners who remain on private sewer and water 
systems after urban services become available may request connection to urban services at any 
time. Upon connection to urban services an assessment may be levied provided it is consistent 
with the original assessment.  

(Ref. of 5-20-1996; Ord. of 1-24-2001)  
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CC Regular Session   7. 3.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Katie Schmidt, Administrative Services

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-010 to Promote a Community Service Officer to Patrol Officer Filling the Current Vacancy

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to request the City Council to Promote a Community Service Officer to the position of
Patrol Officer, filling the current Patrol Officer vacancy. This promotion is to replace a Patrol Officer that resigned. 

An internal recruitment was conducted. The applicant met the necessary training and experience threshold and was
invited to take part in the City's physical agility fitness testing and an interview. The candidate also completed a
"shoot/don't shoot" video scenario activity. Staff selected Mr. Aaron Pipenhagen (the City's current Community
Service Officer) as the finalist to be advanced to the psychological assessment and pre-employment physical and
drug screen. At this time, staff is recommending Mr. Aaron Pipenhagen for the position of Patrol Officer with the
City of Ramsey.

With approval to promote Mr. Pipenhagen, the process to backfill the sworn officer position in the Police
Department will be complete and staff will begin a recruitment process to replace the vacant C.S.O. position. 

With the City Council's authorization, Mr. Pipenhagen's start date as a new Patrol Officer will be on or near
January 9, 2019. Mr. Pipenhagen, as with all new Patrol Officers, will serve a 1-year probationary period and will
be subject to the City's Personnel Policy and the LELS Patrol Labor Agreement. 

Notification:
All Patrol Officers are covered by the LELS - Patrol Labor Agreement. 

Observations/Alternatives:
Option #1: Hiring a fulltime Patrol Officer. Staff recommends hiring a fulltime Patrol Officer to help fulfill the
public safety needs of the City and to meet the goals of the strategic plan as it relates to this position.

Option #2 Not hiring a fulltime Patrol Officer. Staff does not recommend this option due to likely repercussions
such as a reduced ability to provide effective and timely public safety, i.e.:delays in response times and decreases in
general patrol duties, including traffic enforcement and investigation. Citizens would not see a squad driving by
their residence as often if there are fewer officers on the department patrolling the neighborhoods and businesses.
Calls for service have slowly increased as has the population and the City continues to add businesses; Officers are
needed to meet the demand. One of the Council’s strategic goals was to reduce response times, this cannot be
accomplished with fewer officers. Response time is a standard of measure indicated in the Balanced Scorecard for
the City.

Funding Source:
The funding required for this position is included in the 2019 budget. 

Recommendation:
Authorize staff to move ahead with option #1 above to promote Mr. Aaron Pipenhagen to a full-time Patrol Officer,
effective on or near January 9, 2019, at $26.52 per hour which is step 1 of the 2019 wage scale.



Action:
Motion to adopt resolution #19-010, to promote Mr. Aaron Pipenhagen to a full-time Patrol Officer, effective on or
near January 9, 2019 at $26.52 per hour, which is step 1 of the 2019 wage scale.

Attachments
Resolution #19-010

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Katie Schmidt 01/03/2019 12:42 PM
Kurt Ulrich Katie Schmidt 01/03/2019 01:15 PM
Colleen Lasher Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 03:37 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 03:54 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 01/03/2019 10:33 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember         introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-010 

 

RESOLUTION TO PROMOTE A COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER TO PATROL 

OFFICER FILLING THE CURRENT VACANCY  

 
 WHEREAS, the City currently has one Patrol Officer vacancy; and  
 
 WHEREAS, an internal recruitment process was conducted; and    
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Aaron Pipenhagen has been selected by staff to fill the Patrol Officer 
vacancy; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Pipenhagen successfully passed the City’s pre-employment checks, 
including: reference checks, background and driving record checks, pre-employment assessment, 
and pre-employment physical and drug screen; and   
 
 WHEREAS, all Patrol Officers are subject to a 1-year probation period; and   
 
 WHEREAS, Staff recommends promoting Mr. Aaron Pipenhagen effective on or near 
January 9, 2019, at step 1 of the 2019 pay scale, which is $26.52 per hour.   
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
1) Motion to adopt resolution #19-010 promoting Mr. Aaron Pipenhagen to the position of 

Patrol Officer, effective on or near January 9, 2019 at $26.52 per hour, which is step 1 of 
the 2019 wage scale. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
 
and the following abstained: 
 
  
 
and the following were absent: 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 8th day of January 2019. 
 
              
       Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 

 
 
       
City Clerk 
 



   
CC Regular Session   7. 4.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Katie Schmidt, Administrative Services

Information
Title
Adopt Resolution #19-022 to Hire a Part-time Recreation Specialist

Purpose/Background:
The Purpose of this case is to request authorization to hire a part-time Recreation Specialist.

This position is responsible for assisting in the development and implementation of the City's diverse recreational
programing. The duties of this position include, but are not limited to the following:

• Assist in all aspects of the development, marketing, implemenation, and evaluation of municipal recreational
programing and events
• Assist the Communications & Events Coordinator in generating social media promotional posts and
communications for recreation programs and events
• Coordinate, purchase, organize, and deliver supplies, documents and schedules for programs and events
• Provide staff support including data entry, phone calls, program registration, reports and records management
• Attend programs and events, as needed
• Other duties as assigned

This is a new part-time regular position replacing the Park and Recreation Intern position. It was created to assist
the City's growing recreational programing. In order to fill the new position, an internal recruitment process was
conducted. Staff interviewed Ms. Heather Mohr and completed the necessary pre-employment background checks.
Staff recommends Ms. Mohr for the part-time regular position of Recreational Specialist, ending her current role as
the City's 2018 Administrative Intern. Ms. Mohr will be subject to a 6-month probationary period, the City's
Personnel Policy and AFSCME union contract. 

Notification:
This position is approved for approximately 20 hours per week.

Funding Source:
The funding for this position has been accounted for within the 2019 budget and represents a savings over the
amount needed to fund the Parks and Recreation Intern position which has been eliminated.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends hiring Ms. Heather Mohr as the City's new part-time Recreation Specialist, effective on or near
January 9, 2019 at $21.34 per hour which is step 1 of the 2019 wage scale.

Action:
Motion to adopt resolution #19-022 to hire Ms. Heather Mohr as a part-time Recreation Specialist, effective on or
near January 9, 2019, at $21.34 per hour, which is step 1 of the 2019 wage scale.



Attachments
Resolution #19-022

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Colleen Lasher Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 11:58 AM
Kurt Ulrich Kathy Schmitz 01/03/2019 12:01 PM
Colleen Lasher Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 01:12 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 03:07 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 01/03/2019 09:08 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember   introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-022 

 

RESOLUTION TO HIRE A PART-TIME RECREATION SPECIALIST 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council authorized funding for a part-time Recreation Specialist; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, an internal recruitment process was conducted; and    
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Heather Mohr has been selected as the top candidate for the position; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff has completed the necessary background checks and is recommending 
that Ms. Heather Mohr be hired as a part-time Recreation Specialist at $21.34 per hour effective 
on or near Wednesday, January 9, 2019; and   
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Heather Mohr will be subject to a 6-month probationary period, the 
City’s Personnel Policy and AFSCME union contract.     
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
1) Motion to adopt resolution #19-022 to hire Ms. Heather Mohr as a part-time Recreation 

Specialist, effective on or near January 9, 2019 at $21.34 per hour, which is step 1 of the 
2019 wage scale. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
 
  
and the following abstained: 
 
 
  
 
and the following were absent: 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 8th day of January 2019. 
 
              
       Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 

 
 
       
City Clerk 
 



   
CC Regular Session   7. 5.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Katie Schmidt, Administrative Services

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #19-018 to Hire a Full-time Firefighter / Fire Inspector

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is for the City Council to authorize hiring a full-time Firefighter / Fire Inspector.

As part of the 2019 budgeting process, the City Council approved the full-time Firefighter / Fire Inspector position.
The duties of this position include, but are not limited to the following: 

Responds as a firefighter to personal injury accidents, other medical emergencies, non-medical emergencies
and ires. 
Inspects for all applicable/adopted fire codes including national, state, city and other related codes.
Conducts inspections of existing structures and systems to assure compliance of all applicable fire codes.
Meets with public, business owners and others regarding compliance issues.
Generates preplans on local businesses.
Assists Fire Marshal by developing/maintaining policy relating to local and state fire codes issues.
Conducts and reports on fire education awareness in the community.
Other duties as assigned.

An internal recruitment was conducted and interviews were held. Two internal candidates were considered. Staff is
recommending Mr. Chris Weiss for the position. Mr. Weiss has been on the City's Fire Department for over 25
years and is the Captain Ramsey Fire Station #2. Mr. Weiss has also served as an on-call inspector for the last two
years. Mr. Weiss will be subject to a 6-month probationary period and the City's Personnel Policy. 

Funding Source:
The funding for this position is included in the 2019 budget.

Recommendation:
To hire Mr. Chris Weiss as a Firefighter/ Fire Inspector, effective on or near February 4, 2019 at $30.36 per hour,
which is step 1 of the 2019 wage scale with a credit of 8 days of vacation. 

Action:
Motion to adopt resolution #19-018 to hire Mr. Chris Weiss as a full-time Firefighter / Fire Inspector, effective on
or near February 4, 2019 at $30.36 per hour, which is step 1 of the wage scale, with a credit of 8 days of vacation.

Attachments
Resolution 19-018



Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Colleen Lasher Colleen Lasher 01/03/2019 02:41 PM
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 03:53 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 01/03/2019 09:30 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember   introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-018 
 
RESOLUTION TO HIRE A FULL-TIME FIREFIGHTER / FIRE INSPECTOR  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council authorized funding for a full-time Firefighter / Fire 
Inspector; and  
 
 WHEREAS, an internal recruitment process was conducted; and    
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Chris Weiss has been selected as the top candidate for the position; and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff has completed the necessary background checks and is recommending 
that Mr. Chris Weiss be hired as a fulltime Firefighter/ Fire Inspector, effective on or near February 
4, 2019; and   
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Chris Weiss will be subject to a 6-month probationary period and the 
City’s Personnel Policy.     
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
1) Motion to adopt resolution #19-018 to hire Mr. Chris Weiss as a full-time Firefighter / Fire 

Inspector, effective on or near February 4, 2019 at $30.36 per hour, which is step 1 of the 
2019 wage scale, with a credit of 8 vacation days. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember , 
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
  
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
 
  
and the following abstained: 
 
 
  
 
and the following were absent: 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 8th day of January 2019. 
 
              
       Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
 



   
CC Regular Session   7. 6.           
Meeting Date: 01/08/2019  
By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Adopt Resolution #19-023 Approving Proposed Policy Changes for Code Enforcement Program

Purpose/Background:
Throughout 2018 on a few occassions, the City Council was approached by various residents expressing concern
about the length of time it takes to resolve larger public nuisance cases. Through a series of Work Sessions, the City
Council discussed various ways to improve responsiveness to residents' concerns about nuisance properties. The
proposed policy direction changes are outlined in the attached resolution.

Please note that the City generally operates on a complaint basis. The City does not proactively search for nuisance
violations. The City will follow up regardless in cases impacting public health, safety, or work without a permit
when required.

Notification:
Notification is not required. There are no required changes to City Code. The proposed policy changes simply
utilize existing tools.

Observations/Alternatives:
The intent of the policy change is to provide quicker resolution to ongoing and repeat violations. Case Managers
will continue to lead with understanding and compassion, acknowledging that many issues can be easily resolved
and many times are simply due to lack of awareness of City Code Requirements.

The proposed changes are focused on cases where Owners fail to comply, refuse to comply, or repeat violations
after a case is cleared. The proposed changes focus on three general areas. 

Formalize an Extension Policy that requires City Council Authorization for longer extensions1.
Broader use of Administrative Citations for lack of resolution or repeat offense (first time offenses generally
exempt)

2.

Utilization of Abatement (cleanup), Civil Enforcement, or Criminal Prosecution (move on from
administrative enforcement sooner)

3.

There was some discussion about proactive code enforcement in strategic areas such as Highway 10 and Highway
47. Staff would like direction on this policy topic before springtime. Additionally, the Lower Rum River Watershed
Management Organization (WMO) is asking the City to be a bit more proactive and aggressive in enforcement of
shoreland rules along the Rum River and Mississippi River. Staff would also like policy direction on this topic as
well.

For clarity and equitable enforcement, the City Council is asked to adopt these policy changes via resolution.

Funding Source:



This case is being handled as part of normal Staff duties.

Recommendation:
Based on previous City Council discussion and direction, Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the
attached resolution.

Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #19-023 approving policy changes to the City's Code Enforcement Program.

Attachments
Resolution #19-023

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich Kurt Ulrich 01/03/2019 02:36 PM
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 12/20/2018 09:15 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/03/2019 



Councilmember                introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION # 19-023 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING POLICY CHANGES TO THE CITY’S CODE 
ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 WHEREAS, throughout 2018, the City Council responded to multiple inquiries regarding 
the length of time it takes to resolve nuisance properties; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council discussed options for improvement while maintaining the 

current complaint-based approach on November 27, 2018 and December 11, 2018.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 

1) Approval of policy changes to the City’s Code Enforcement Program as indicated in 
Exhibit A attached hereto. 

2) Staff is authorized/not authorized to be proactive in code enforcement along Highway 
10 and Highway 47. 

3) Staff is authorized/not authorized to be proactive in code enforcement along the 
Mississippi River and Rum River. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
__________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
 
and the following abstained: 
 
  
 
and the following were absent: 
 
 Existing Vacancy 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 8th day of January, 2019. 
 
              
       Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
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Exhibit A 
Outline of Policy Changes to Code Enforcement Program 
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